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Death toll in Mumbai building collapse goes up to 33; rescue called off



I-T department asks Lalu’s party for details of expenses for rally



Lookout notice against Dera chief 's adopted daughter Honeypreet



Federer prevails over Youzhny in five-setter; Nadal through



page 5



page 5



page 9



page 15



Printed at . Che n n a i . Coim b ato r e . Be n g a luru . Hy de r a b a d . M a d u r a i . No i da . V i s a k h a pat n a m . Th i ru va n a n t h a pu r a m . Ko ch i . V i j ayawa da . Ma ng a lu ru . Ti ru c h i r a pa l l i . Ko l k ata . Hu b b a l l i . Mo h a l i . Ma l a p p u r a m . M u m b a i . Ti ru pat i . lu c k now



At least six Ministers put in papers to facilitate rejig



NEARBY



Chargesheet in Agusta case names Tyagi



Seshasayee hits back at Murthy



Special Correspondent



Says charges are false and slanderous



New Delhi



India to sign 4 pacts during BRICS summit



Last Union Cabinet reshuffle before 2019 general election expected on Sunday Special Correspondent



NEW DELHI



Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Xiamen, China, to address the BRICS summit, where he is likely to take up regional and global issues. The External Affairs Ministry has said India will sign four BRICS-level agreements during the summit. NEWS A PAGE 9 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



SC to hear Rohingyas’ plea for help NEW DELHI



The SC agreed to hear an urgent plea made by two Rohingya Muslim immigrants against the government’s proposed move to deport their 40,000-strong refugee community back to Myanmar, where discrimination and possibly summary executions await them. NEWS A PAGE 9 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



DELHI METRO A 6 PAGES



NEW DELHI



A reshuffle of the Union Cabinet, being termed the last such before the general election of 2019, will take place around 10 a.m. on Sunday. At least half a dozen Union Ministers were asked to quit to allow Prime Minister Narendra Modi room for a massive rejig of the Council of Ministers at a meeting with BJP chief Amit Shah on Thursday. Those resignations have not been forwarded to the Rashtrapati Bhavan as yet.



Not my decision: Rudy Union Minister for Skill Development Rajiv Pratap Rudy put in his papers on Thursday evening. “It’s not my decision. It’s the decision of the party and I will follow [it],” he said. His ministerial colleague Sanjeev Balyan said that he complied with a “one-sentence resignation letter” and added that he would work for the party organisation now. Others who quit include Faggan Singh Kulaste, Labour Minister Bandaru Dattatreya, and Mahendra Nath Pandey (who quit after being made president of the Uttar Pradesh unit of the BJP). Two other resignations are hanging fire, that of Small and Medium Enterprises Minister Kalraj Mishra and Water Resources Minister Uma Bharti. Mr. Mishra is reported to have met the Prime Minister and offered to quit. Sources say that almost all the resig-



nations have been sought on the basis of assessment of performance, especially the Skill India and Namami Gange initiatives, both close to Prime Minister Modi’s heart.



Prabhu keeps away from Rail Bhavan Somesh Jha NEW DELHI



Amit Shah in Mathura Having secured the resignations, BJP chief Amit Shah on Friday went off to Mathura for a huddle with the top leadership of the RSS, a prescheduled meeting but where the list of probables for induction will also be discussed. Sources said, after the RSS consultation, the top brass of the Sangh and the BJP will be meeting and calls to probables will be made late Friday night and early Saturday morning. At least 8-10 new entrants are expected in Sunday’s rejig. CONTINUED ON A PAGE 8



Bengal issues lookout notices for Gurung, Giri



While his Cabinet colleagues are putting in their papers, Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu, who was asked to wait after giving his resignation to Prime Minister Narendra Modi on August 23, hasn’t come to Rail Bhavan for the past 10 days. He has been holding official meetings and issuing directions from his residence and has avoided public events since. “He hasn’t come to Rail Bhavan since he offered his resignation,” a senior Railway Ministry official said. After two trains derailed in Uttar Pradesh in



four days, claiming at least 24 lives and injuring more than 150, Mr. Prabhu gave his resignation to the PM. “I met the Honourable Prime Minister Narendra Modi taking full moral responsibility. Honourable PM has asked me to wait,” he had said on August 23 on Twitter. Immediately after Mr. Prabhu met Mr. Modi, he left for Maharashtra. The next day, he attended a ‘New India Pledge’ event in Sindhudurg. A railway official said the Minister’s office had discontinued the practice of circulating his engagements to top officials since August 23.



CONTINUED ON A PAGE 8



AAI wants name removed from VIP list Somesh Jha Vijaita Singh



Suvojit Bagchi Kolkata



New Delhi



The West Bengal government issued lookout notices against Bimal Gurung and Roshan Giri, president and secretary of the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha respectively, on Friday. The notices were issued by the Criminal Investigation Department of the State government, a very senior CID officer confirmed to The Hindu.



The Airports Authority of India (AAI) has written to the Civil Aviation Ministry to remove Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh from the list of dignitaries with access to lounges at airports across the country. “The matter has come to our notice. I have directed my officials to write to the Ministry of Civil Aviation to remove his name from the list of dignitaries entitled to use reserved lounge at airports after he was convicted in a recent case,” AAI Chairman Guruprasad Mohapatra told The Hindu. The Dera chief was sentenced to jail for 20 years by



Protest continues: Gorkhaland supporters take part in a rally at Mirik in Darjeeling on Thursday. PTI *



‘Betrayed agitation’ The government action comes in the wake of the GJM expelling interlocutors Binoy Tamang and Anit Thapa, who represented it in talks with Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. The inter-



locutors were accused of betraying the Gorkhaland agitation. A lookout notice was also issued against Prakash Gurung, youth wing president of the GJM. Such notices



are usually issued in consultation with officials of the Centre to nab criminals and to stop them from crossing international borders. CONTINUED ON A PAGE 8



Jay Shankar Bengaluru



R. Seshasayee, former chairman of Infosys, said cofounder N.R. Narayana Murthy’s allegations against him on corporate governance lapses and irregularities in the $200 million acquisition of an Israeli firm were “patently false and slanderous.” “To quote an anonymous whistle-blower letter that alleged many things, which have subsequently been proved baseless and false through multiple investigations by highly respected counsel, in order to give an impression to the audience that I lied to the shareholders, is patently offensive,” he said in a joint statement. The statement was issued along with former directors of Infosys John Etchemendy and Jeffrey Lehman.



Public spat All the three quit the board following a public spat with Mr. Murthy. The co-founder accused the management of the New York Stock Exchange-listed firm of irregularities in buying Israeli company Panaya. He also charged it with failing to act on the whistleblower’s complaints on the



pay package given to top management, including former chief financial officer Rajiv Bansal. In June, the company stated that Gibson Dunn & Control Risks completed a detailed independent investigation and did not find any evidence whatsoever of wrongdoing. There was no evidence supporting the whistle-blower’s allegations on acquisitions and inappropriate contracting. The probe also found no evidence that the former chief executive officer, Vishal Sikka, received excessive variable compensation or incurred unreasonable expenses for security and travel. The whistle-blower wrote a letter to the Securities and Exchange Board of India and the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, among others, alleging that Infosys overpaid for Panaya. The letter mentioned that Panaya was struggling to raise money and employees were leaving the company when the acquisition happened and the board overlooked the decision to buy the firm at a “premium.” CONTINUED ON A PAGE 8
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Dera chief enjoyed airport privileges



Action after GJM expels interlocutors who led talks with govt.



The Central Bureau of Investigation on Friday filed a chargesheet against retired Air Chief Marshal S.P. Tyagi, former Air Marshal J.S. Gujral and 10 others in the ₹3,700 crore AgustaWestland VVIP helicopter case. Running into 30,000 pages, the chargesheet, filed before a special court, also named as accused Air Chief Marshal Tyagi’s cousin Sanjeev Tyagi, lawyer Gautam Khaitan, alleged middlemen Christian Michel, Carlo Gerosa and Guido Haschke, former AgustaWestland CEO Bruno Spagnolini and former Finmeccanica chairman Giuseppe Orsi. Italian company Finmeccanica, its subsidiary AgustaWestland and IDS Tunisia have also been named. The chargesheet alleged that the deal caused a loss of €398.21 million (about ₹2,666 crore) to the exchequer. The agency has invoked Sections 420 (cheating) and 120-B (criminal conspiracy) of the IPC, read with provisions of the Prevention of Corruption Act, against the accused. It alleged that the accused conspired to swing the contract in AgustaWestland’s favour in lieu of bribes. Air Chief Marshal Tyagi not only “lowered” the service ceiling requirement of the helicopter from 6,000 to 4,500 metres but also “revised” the operational requirements to ensure that Agusta got the deal.



Two killed in Ghazipur landfill collapse Shubhomoy Sikdar New Delhi



A portion of the Ghazipur landfill in east Delhi collapsed on Friday killing two people, including a woman,



and injuring five others. Authorities and locals fear that there might be many more people trapped under the tonnes of garbage, which fell due to recent



heavy rain. The falling garbage crashed into a canal causing a tide of sludge over a nearby road. DETAILS ON DELHI METRO A PAGE 1



a CBI court for rape on Monday. It was not immediately clear when the Dera chief's name was included in the list of dignitaries allowed access to VIP lounges at AAIrun airports. However, in 2015, the Dera chief and Yoga practitioner-turned-businessman Baba Ramdev had approached the government to include their names in the "no frisk" list. The proposal was not accepted as it requires clearance from the security agencies. The President, the Prime Minister, heads of foreign governments, the Cabinet Secretary and members of Parliament are among those allowed to use VIP lounges at airports.
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Chinese medical colleges woo Kashmiri students Universities based in China and Central Asia are easy on the purse, and gaining in popularity Peerzada Ashiq Srinagar



Oblivious to the tensions that recently marked India-China relations, Chinese medical universities have been splurging on advertisements in Kashmiri newspapers, promising “affordable” MBBS courses to students from the State. Fatima Jan, a counsellor with the Srinagar-based Fayaz International Counselling Centre, told The Hindu that around 90 Chinabased and state-run medical universities were currently taking students from Kashmir for courses taught in English. “We have admitted four Valley-based students for a CM YK



five-year MBBS course with Hebei Medical University. It’s a government-run university, and the course fee is only ₹11 lakh,” Ms. Jan said. Hebei Medical University is in Shijiazhuang, the capital of Hebei Province in northern China. This year, following an advertising blitz, half a dozen placement agencies in Srinagar have received over 200 queries on admission to MBBS courses in China. Similar queries at these centres were less than 20 last year. Traditionally, Bangladesh has been the preferred destination for aspirants from the Valley. “Chinese universities offer



ILLUSTRATION: DEEPAK HARICHANDAN



you training in the latest technology. It, therefore, becomes easier to move to the U.K. or the U.S. after the course. The admission process is on right now and we expect more students,” Ms. Jan said. Shazia Nazeer,



an aspirant from Baramulla, said the MBBS courses in China and Central Asia were preferred because they cost half of what they would in countries like Bangladesh and Nepal, where the fee is ₹20 lakh-₹25 lakh. Besides, they are closer home than a college in the West. Apart from MBBS, students in Jammu and Kashmir ( J&K) are looking at China for other specialised courses. Peer G.N. Suhail, who completed his master’s and Ph.D in International Studies from Tsinghua University, Beijing, said the Chinese government was offering over 15,000 scholarships to foreign students.



“Mandarin courses are made mandatory to bridge the language barrier,” said Mr. Suhail, who returned in 2014. However, students in Kashmir have to be careful while picking their medical college, he said. This year, counsellors are also offering MBBS seats in countries such as Kazakhstan, Georgia, and Kyrgyzstan. “We have approximately 250 students from J&K studying in Central Asian countries. We are expecting around 80 students to enrol in Central Asian colleges this year, compared to 20 last year,” said Tanveer Rasool Wani, who runs E-Com, a career counselling group. A ND-NDE
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Multi-mission aircraft hangar inaugurated Bid to boost Indian Coast Guard’s air operations during maritime contingencies Staff Reporter BHUBANESWAR



Indian Coast Guard DirectorGeneral Rajendra Singh inaugurated a multi-mission aircraft hangar at the Coast Guard Air Enclave here on Friday, giving a boost to the futuristic expansion of ICG’s air operation. The ICG’s air assets, including two Dornier aircraft,



at Bhubaneswar will swiftly respond to maritime contingencies at extended ranges, ensuring the safety and security off the coast of Odisha, Mr. Singh said. The aircraft are regularly deployed extensively for maritime surveillance, search and rescue and disaster management along the Odisha and West Bengal



coasts. It has been tasked with the responsibility of patrolling over 1.5 lakh sq. km of the Indian Exclusive Economic Zone in the Bay of Bengal. Besides, the aircraft were recently deployed for air-dropping of food packets during flash floods in Odisha’s Rayagada district. According to ICG, the Centre has approved a



₹32,000-crore plan that will give more teeth to the security agency. The Coast Guard aims to improve its force level to 175 ships and 110 aircraft by 2022. K.C. Pande, Additional D-G and Coast Guard Commander (Eastern Seaboard), and Kuldeep Singh Sheoran, I-G, were present on the occasion.



Undertrial escapes from hospital Staff Reporter



Protect identity of witnesses: court



BERHAMPUR



An undertrial prisoner hailing from Jharkhand has escaped from the MKCG Medical College and Hospital premises in Berhampur, where he was undergoing treatment. Sub-Divisional Police Officer of Berhampur Santanu Kumar Dash told the media on Friday that Manoj Singh escaped on Thursday and he has not been traced till now. The police have launched a manhunt for him. According to police, Manoj had been arrested by the Jeypore police in a dacoity case.



Judge passes the restraining order in Khagragarh blast case security are not compromised. The judge observed that it is possible that quite a large number of people have already been indoctrinated by the Jamat-ul-Mujahideen terror outfit, allegedly involved in the incident, and its sympathisers can intimidate the witnesses. The NIA had told the court that in spite of the trial in this case being conducted “in-camera”, the deposition of prosecution witnesses along with their identities



Press Trust of India Kolkata



A city court has directed the print and electronic media not to publish the names and addresses of witnesses deposing in the Khagragarh blast case to ensure their safety. Acting on a petition by the NIA, city sessions court chief judge K. K. Kumai passed the restraining order against the media, preventing it from revealing the identities of the witnesses to ensure that their safety and DELHI



have been published by a section of media. The NIA counsel claimed that the witnesses were feeling demoralised and threatened. It said that it has about 630 witnesses in the case and that their identities should be protected. A huge blast had occurred at Khagragarh in Burdwan district on October 2, 2014, in which two suspected terrorists, who were making IEDs and other explosive devices there, were killed.
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Heavy rain likely in Bengal Press Trust of India Kolkata



The Met department on Friday forecast heavy rain in sub-Himalayan West Bengal for the next three days, while the southern parts of the State are likely to receive heavy downpour till Saturday.



Cautions lowered The department lowered its caution for the northern parts of the State from very heavy rain to heavy rain for the next three days, thus reducing possibility of flooding in the region. Isolated areas in the southern parts of the State are likely to receive heavy rainfall till Saturday morning, it said. The southern districts in Gangetic West Bengal are likely to receive moderate rain for two days after Saturday morning. No rain today There was little or no rainfall in the State in 24 hours till 8.30 am on Friday morning. Citizens in the metropolis suffered from discomfort owing to high relative humidity during the day, that ranged from 89% to 91%, the Met department said.
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415 kids died at BRD hospital in August 364 children had died during the same month last year Omar Rashid Lucknow



As many as 415 infants and children died at the Baba Raghav Das (BRD) Medical College Hospital in Gorakhpur in August this year, an increase of 51 deaths over the same month last year. As per hospital data, the hospital recorded 234 deaths in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) and 181 in the Paediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU). The NICU treats newborns while older children are treated in the PICU. Deaths due to Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) are included in the PICU. In August 2016, 364 children died in the hospital. Of these, 190 were recorded in the PICU and 174 in the NICU. The hospital had already recorded 386 deaths till August 29 this year. With 29 deaths on the last two days of the month, the figure reached 415. While figures for death percentage in the last two days could not be obtained, till August 29 it stood at 3.14% in the PICU and 7.20% in the NICU, with 171 and 215 deaths, respectively. While 1,000 patients were admitted in the PICU ward till August 29, another 480 were in the NICU section. Out of 171, around 73 died of AES. The death percentage at the PICU last August was 2.8% when 1,130 patients were admitted. In the NICU, 445 patients were admitted,



NBW against 7 persons Press trust of india Gorakhpur



A court here on Friday issued non-bailable warrants against seven people, including former in charge of AES ward Dr Kafeel Khan, in connection with the death of children at the BRD Medical College hospital. The development comes



a day after the former principal of the college Dr Rajiv Mishra and his medico-wife Purnima Shukla were sent to judicial custody for 14 days. Additional sessions judge Shivanand Singh issued the NBW against seven of the nine people named in the FIR, IO C. Abhishek Singh said.



The hospital recorded 234 deaths in NICU and 181 in PICU of which 174 died at a percentage of 7.38%. The highest number of deaths recorded in a single day last year in the PICU and the NICU was 11 on August 9, 11 and 23. This year, the highest number of deaths recorded in a day in the PICU was 15 on August 28. The NICU section recorded the highest deaths at 15 on August 14, 14 on August 10 and 12 on August 20.



AES deaths However, the deaths due to AES last year in August, 104, were higher. According to BRD principal P.K.Singh, 34 children died in the NICU from August 26 to 29. While two died due to respiratory syndrome, one due to sepsis, hypoxic ischemic encephalopathy claimed 10 lives and very low birth weight claimed 11 lives. In the PICU section, 41 deaths took place from Au-



gust 26 to 29. Of these, 15 died of Acute Encephalitis Syndrome, 15 of sepsis, four died of snake bite or scorpion stings and three from pneumonia. August 28 also recorded the highest number of combined deaths in the PICU and the NICU this month with 25 casualties, followed by 24 on August 14 and 23 on August 10, when the oxygen supply was allegedly disrupted. Explaining the recent spurt in numbers, Mr. Singh on Wednesday said a large number of patients were coming to the hospital during the current monsoon period. The number of children admitted in the hospital on Wednesday was 344, Mr. Singh said. The BRD principal said, “Most of the children brought to the hospital are so critical, they can survive only for 30 minutes to one hour with the best possible management.”



HC puts Haryana Jat quota law in abeyance Press trust of india Chandigarh



The Punjab and Haryana High Court on Friday kept in abeyance till March next year the implementation of a Haryana law providing reservation to Jats and five other communities. It also directed the State Backward Classes Commission to determine the quota in government jobs and education institutions to be given to these communities after studying relevant data and submit a report by March 2018. A Division Bench comprising Justices Surinder Singh Saron and Lisa Gill also directed the Commission to collect quantifiable data till November 30 and upload it on its website to invite objections. The petition challenging the constitutional validity of the Haryana Backward Classes (Reservation in Services and Admission in Educational Institutions) Act, 2016, providing reservation to Jat and five other communities under the newly-created Backward Classes (C) category, had been filed before the court last year. The Act was passed unanimously by the State Assembly on March 29, 2016, and was notified in the official gazette on May 12, 2016 by the State government. The new Act provided reservation under BC (C) category to Jats, Jat Sikh, Mulla Jat/Muslim Jat, Bishnoi, Ror and Tyagi. On May 26, 2016, a Division Bench of the HC had stayed the reservation to these communities after hearing the public interest litigation.



ITI student shot at inside classroom Press trust of india Chandigarh



A student of an Industrial Training Institute at Sonipat in Haryana was allegedly shot at inside the classroom on Friday by his classmate, a senior police official said. Both the students are in the age group of 16 to 17 years. CM YK



A ND-NDE



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



4 SOUTH



NOIDA/DELHI



THE HINDU



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2017



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



IN BRIEF



Expedite trial in gang rape case: SC Bench fixes 6-month deadline; Greyhounds police personnel face charges of raping tribal women Legal Correspondent NEW DELHI



President prays at Padmavathi temple TIRUPATI



President Ram Nath Kovind offered prayers at the Sri Padmavathi Ammavari temple at Tiruchanur here on Friday. Accompanied by A.P. Governor E.S.L. Narasimhan and Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu, Mr. Kovind arrived at the portal where the priests received him with temple honours.



TDP-BJP dominate Kakinada polls KAKINADA



The Telugu Desam Party-BJP combine won 35 of the 48 divisions in the Kakinada Municipal Corporation, while the YSR Congress Party made its presence felt in 10. Independent candidates won the remaining three divisions of the city. The vote share of Congress and Left parties was quite negligible.



The Supreme Court on Friday ordered that trial against Greyhound police force personnel allegedly involved in the gang rape of 11 women belonging to a vulnerable Adivasi tribe in Visakhapatnam be expedited and concluded in six months. A Bench of Justices Arun Mishra and M.M. Shantanagoudar sternly viewed the fact that the criminal trial had not moved in the past decade.



Delaying tactics Appearing for the victims, advocates Vrinda Grover, Snehashish Mukherjee and Ratna Appnender argued that the accused had employed every delaying tactic in the book to stall the trial. They contended that the victims had been waiting for justice since 2007. Ms. Grover submitted that the 11 Adivasi women had finally



approached the Supreme Court to realise their fundamental right to justice. The hearing saw the Bench dismiss the appeal filed by the police personnel against an order of the magistrate, which took cognisance of the complaint of the victims. On August 20, 2007, 11 women were allegedly gang-raped by the personnel of Greyhounds, the elite antiNaxal force of A.P. According to the victims, 21 Greyhounds personnel, during a routine combing operation, swooped down on the village around 6 a.m. They allegedly raped the women at gunpoint, when their menfolk were away tending to the fields. Though an FIR was lodged under Sections 376 (ii) (g) (gang rape) of the Indian Penal Code and Section 3 (2) (V) of the SC, ST (Prevention of Atrocities Act) 1989, the trial remained a non-starter for the past 10 years.



Distance factor eased for Kerala bars Opposition flays government decision Special Correspondent Thiruvananthapuram



Kerala will soon have more bars functioning next to protected locations such as educational institutions, places of worship and SC/ST colonies. The government has drastically reduced the mandatory distance between 4star and above bars and such “inviolable” sites from the relatively prohibitive 200-metre offset to a more permissive 50-metre setback. The move has triggered a State-wide scramble to upgrade hotels to 4-star and above status in a bid to get a slice of the lucrative liquor business pie. The Opposition has portrayed the contentious decision as one which unabashedly kowtows to the liquor industry. Prohibitionists, chiefly clerics, have raised the



spectre of increased alcohol abuse and its resultant social and familial ills.



Electoral issue Kerala has the highest per capita consumption of liquor in the country. Its economy is largely tourism based. Hence, the liquor policies of successive governments have always been at the centre of the State’s electoral politics. Officials said the Taxes Secretary had promulgated the order on the basis of Excise Commissioner Rishiraj Singh’s recommendation. However, Mr. Singh told The Hindu that the excise department was “neither for nor against reducing the distance” between bars and protected sites. The State government had made the decision after due consideration. He had no personal say in the matter.



Kamal Haasan visits Kerala CM



SC may scrutinise Kerala Minister’s remark on women



Staff Reporter



HC failed to appreciate sensitive nature of matter, says petitioner; to approach Constitution Bench



Thiruvananthapuram



Actor Kamal Haasan visited Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan in Thiruvananthapuram on Friday. Mr. Vijayan, in his Facebook post, said the actor was a ‘long-time friend’ and had been visiting him for the past few years. “The visit was purely friendly. Interestingly, this time we also discussed politics, especially developments in Tamil Nadu and south India. Of late, Kamal has been expressing his views about national and State-level politics on social media. He shared his opinions with me. I also briefed him about the people-friendly steps taken by the LDF government,” the FB post said.



CM YK



Krishnadas Rajagopal NEW DELHI



Kamal Haasan being welcomed by Pinarayi Vijayan and family at the CM’s residence in Thiruvananthapuram on Friday.



Kerala Power Minister M.M. Mani's alleged derogatory comments and “lewd” gestures about Pombilai Orumai, the women’s collective that led a historic tea garden workers’ stir two years ago, may come under the scrutiny of a Supreme Court Constitution Bench. A Bench led by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra on Friday allowed George Vattukulum, who has sought a Supreme Court-appointed police investigation into Mr. Mani’s “abusive language and sexually-loaded statements” against women, to approach the Constitution



In bad taste: A file picture of people protesting against M.M. Mani’s remarks on Pombilai Orumai workers. S.K. MOHAN *



Bench. The Supreme Court had decided to set up this Constitution Bench to decide what action has to be taken against persons in power who indulge in making



derogatory statements, especially against women, which undermine public faith in the governance system. The court’s decision to set up the larger Bench came



after statements made by former Uttar Pradesh Minister Azam Khan that the gruesome Bulandshahr gang rape case was a “political conspiracy.” The petition by Mr. Vattukulum, represented by advocates Renjith Marar and Lakshmi N. Kaimal, challenged the Kerala High Court’s order dismissing his petition on May 31. “The High Court failed to appreciate the sensitive nature of the matter inasmuch as the derogatory statement has been made by an elected official (Mani) of the State government. Such a derogatory statement is violative of the decency and



morality of women, hence, cannot be made as per Article 19(2) of the Constitution. The freedom of speech is curbed by reasonable restrictions,” the petition said. It said it was imperative for the Supreme Court to formulate guidelines for a model code of conduct regulating the behaviour of elected officials. One of the questions placed before the Constitution Bench is whether “the State should allow these comments as they have the effect potentiality to create a distrust in the mind of the victim as regards the fair investigation and, in a way, the entire system.”



A ND-NDE
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IN BRIEF



Assam flood situation improves further



Rescue ops called off in Mumbai Toll in building collapse in Bhendi Bazaar touches 33



Attempt to harass Lalu: party leaders Special Correspondent Patna



GUWAHATI



The Assam flood situation further improved on Friday with the recession of water and now only 46,000 people of four districts are affected. The affected districts are Chirang, Morigaon, Nagaon and Golaghat where 137 villages are hit, a report by Assam State Disaster Management Authority said here. Around 61,000 people of five districts were affected by the on Thursday. PTI



Paint trains yellow to avert accidents: WB NEW DELHI



Yellow trains with powerful lights may avert accidents, the World Bank has told the Indian Railways. Employees should be in “high-visibility” clothes and there should be fire extinguishers on every train, it said in a report to the Railways on ways of ensuring safety. The report — ‘Strengthening Safety on Indian Railways’ — was submitted to the railways earlier this week. The report suggested that the Indian Railways install “ditch lights” — safety feature in the front of a train — to make them more visible. PTI



Two naxalites arrested in Chhattisgarh RAIPUR



Two lower-rung naxals were on Friday arrested from separate places in the insurgency-hit Bastar division of Chhattisgarh, police said. While one naxal, identified as Mangtu Gavde, 30, was apprehended from Farasgaon police station area of Narayanpur district, another one, Rava Bheema, 32, was held in the forest of Phulbagdi police station limits in Sukma district, a senior police official said. Local police were involved in both the actions. PTI.



Nagpur social worker wants to ‘register RSS’ NAGPUR



A social worker from Nagpur has submitted an application to the charity commissioner to register his organisation, which he wants to name the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh. Sixty-seven-year-old Janardan Moon, a former independent corporator in the Nagpur Municipal Corporation, claimed that there should be no legal hassles in the registration, “because the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, we all know, is not a registered organisation.”



In yet another blow to Rashtriya Janata Dal chief Lalu Prasad, the Income Tax department on Friday slapped a notice on his party asking for details of expenses incurred on the recently held anti-BJP rally at Gandhi Maidan in Patna. Leaders of over 16 parties had participated in the rally that saw a huge turnout.



Special Correspondent Mumbai



Twenty-eight hours after the Husseini building in Bhendi Bazaar here collapsed claiming 33 lives, the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) and the fire brigade called off search and rescue operations around 12.30 p.m. on Friday. “Rescue operations were called off after all victims were accounted for. Two fire engines and one ambulance were kept on standby as a precautionary measure during clearing operations,” Chief Fire Officer P.S. Rahangdale said. Friday was dominated by fear and mourning, as local residents gathered around the site of the collapse. All residents prayed for speedy recovery of the injured during the morning namaaz on Friday. Shortly, residents of Rasul building, which is nearby, came out onto the street and refused to return to their homes, fearing a similar fate. Tasneem Khan, a resident of Rasul building, said, “I’m not sure how long my building, which is 120 years old, will remain standing. There are buildings much older and weaker than Husseini building; the government has to do something before we meet the same fate.” The local MLA Amin Patel assured them that the needful would be done soon.



Life after fall: People at work on the site of the building collapse at Bhendi Bazaar in south Mumbai.



HC directive on doctor’s death The Bombay High Court on Friday directed the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC), Maharashtra government and Urban Development Department to file their reply after hearing



a PIL petition on the death of gastroenterologist Deepak Amrapurkar. The doctor’s body was found in a drain after he was reported missing on August 29 during heavy rain. The plea filed by Advocate Ashish Mehta seeks the



registration of a criminal case against BMC’s commissioner and other erring officers under Section 304-A (causing death due to negligence) of the IPC. The 58-year-old slipped into a manhole left open by a few locals.



Towards the end of the search operations, the bodies of eight members of the Lightwala family were pulled out from under the rubble. The family lived on the fifth floor of the Husseini building. The youngest victim was



21-day-old Burhanuddin Lightwala; he and his mother Alefiya, 25, had been brought back from a maternity home on Tuesday, two days before the collapse. Mujahid Khan, 50, a friend of the Lightwalas,



said, “Many of us had asked them to move out, but they were reluctant as Murtuza (a Lightwala family member) had his office nearby, and his elder son was studying in a local school.” Mr. Khan, who used to stay in the same



Sonam Saigal Mumbai



A court here has sentenced a software engineer to life imprisonment, holding him guilty of murdering his wife in cold blood seven years ago and keeping her body in a deep freezer for months after chopping it into pieces. Additional District and Sessions Judge Vinod Kumar, who convicted Rajesh Gulati on Thursday for murder and concealing evidence under the Indian Penal Code (IPC), pronounced the quantum of



area, moved to Dadar a couple of years ago. The sole surviving member, Qureshi Lightwala, has been admitted to Saifee Hospital. Husseini building’s landlady, Jumana Bootwala, left her sixth floor apartment four years ago when the water leakage problem worsened. “We shifted to Ghodapdev transit accommodation and had asked all the others to shift as well, including the Lightwalas. We kept telling them that the building had many leakages and was in a bad condition. There was no lift and elderly people had a tough time. But they did not listen to us.”



Death evokes strong reactions from parties, activists



Two arrested, both “mentally unstable”



R. Rajaram Ariyalur



A 17-year-old Scheduled Caste girl, S. Anitha, who had scored 1,176 out of 1,200 marks in her Class XII State Board examinations but was unable to join the MBBS course due to poor scores in NEET, ended her life in Ariyalur district on Friday. The daughter of a daily wage labourer, hailing from Kuzhumur village near Sendurai here, had impleaded herself as one of the respondents in a Supreme Court case challenging NEET. Her death triggered strong reactions from political parties and social activists who had been seeking



S. Anitha



exemption for the State from NEET. Condoling her death, Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami offered a solatium of ₹7 lakh from the CM’s Relief Fund to her family and a job offer to one of the family members. If medical admissions had been held on the basis of



Plus Two scores as was in vogue for the past decade, Anitha, having scored centum in Physics, 199 in Chemistry and 194 in Biology (she also scored centum in Mathematics), would have secured a cut-off of 196.75 out of 200. Considering that the MBBS cut-off for Scheduled Caste candidates last year was only 191.25 last year, she would have, in all probability, bagged a seat in a sought after Government medical college. However, as admissions were conducted solely on the basis of NEET scores, Anitha did not qualify, as she had scored just 86 marks out of 720 in the test.



punishment in a packed court room on Friday. The court also imposed a fine of ₹15 lakh on Gulati, district prosecution counsel D.P. Raturi said. Out of this, ₹14.30 lakh will be invested in a fixed deposit to meet the educational expenses of his minor children from his murdered spouse and the remaining ₹70,000 will be deposited with the State exchequer, Mr. Raturi said. The sensational murder had come to light on December 11, 2010, about two



months after it was committed, when the victim Anupama’s brother went to inquire about her at the couple’s residence in Prakash Nagar colony in the cantonment area. When Gulati resisted his entry into the house, he reported the matter to the police. Gulati feigned ignorance about the woman’s whereabouts, but a deep freezer kept under locks in the house aroused the police’s suspicion. Inside it were some pieces of Anupama’s body, the prosecution



said. It also came to light that Gulati had thrown some pieces of the corpse into a drain on Mussoorie road after packing them in polythene bags. According to the prosecution, the couple often got into altercations over Gulati’s alleged illicit relationship. During one such fight on October 17, 2010 Anupama fell unconscious after she hit her head against the bed. He then strangulated her using a pillow.
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Rats to blame for Bihar floods: Minister The rodents apparently made holes in the embankments, says Rajiv Ranjan Singh Amarnath Tewary Patna



Barely four months after officials accused rats of having drunk much of the seized liquor in the dry State, Bihar’s Water Resources Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh alias Lalan Singh has held rats responsible for the floods in the State. Twenty districts of north Bihar have been affected by floods. Reviewing the flood situation on Friday, Mr. Singh claimed that rats had damaged the river embankments, which, in turn, caused the floods. “Rats are the main reason CM YK



ARUNANGSU ROY CHOWDHURY



Congress want CBI to probe desecrations



He chopped the body into pieces and stored them in a freezer Dehradun



*



High scoring Ariyalur girl, who challenged NEET, ends life



Techie gets life term for killing wife Press Trust of India



I-T dept. seeks details of expenses for RJD rally in Patna



Rajiv Ranjan Singh



behind the seepage, especially in the Kamla Balan river embankment. Since the river is far away from the embankment, people living near the embankment store their grains on a machan (a raised, makeshift bamboo platform) on the



embankment. This attracts rodents, which make holes in these embankments to access the grains, and this eventually causes seepage and floods,” the Minister said, addressing the media. He, however, added that “even these holes in the embankments were plugged by the government within 72 hours.”



‘Perennial problem’ Bihar’s Minister for Minor Irrigation and Disaster Management Dinesh Chandra Yadav also said that rodents have been causing floods by damaging the embankments. “This has been a problem for a long



time but what can you do? Can anyone claim to chase away rats from a place forever? Mosquitoes and rats have been a perennial problem,” he said, adding, “Even after fumigation the mosquitoes come back in a few hours.” Opposition RJD leader Abdul Bari Siddiqui took a dig at the State government for blaming the floods on the rats. “Rats have been guzzling liquor, rats been eating grains, and now rats are causing floods in the State. If rats have become so powerful, then they should be put in charge of running the government,” he said.



Prakash Kamat Panaji



Keeping the “desecration controversy alive, the Congress on Friday demanded a Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) probe into the series of desecration involving around 100 holy crosses, graves and some Hindu temple idols, particularly in South Goa over the last few months. Goa Congress president Shantaram Naik said on Friday that only a thorough probe by the CBI would help get to the bottom of the series desecration of crosses, in which the state police have arrested two persons, both of whom are alleged to be “mentally un-



stable”. “We are going to write a letter to the Central Home Ministry and at the same time request the Chief Minister of Goa to request the Centre to institute a CBI inquiry into the desecration series,” Mr. Naik said. Mr. Naik hit out at the ruling BJP and called it an antiminorities party. The Goa Police in July had arrested a taxi driver Francis Pereira (50) of Curchorem in South Goa recently in connection with the desecration cases. Police claimed that Pereira was of “unsound mind” and was responsible for more than 100 desecration cases across the State.



Source of funds The I-T department has asked the party to explain the sources of funds and expenses on holding the BJP bhagao, Desh bachao (oust BJP, save country) rally held on August 27. On Thursday, the I-T department had questioned Lalu’s younger son Tejashwi and wife Rabri Devi in a benami (proxy) properties case for over seven hours. However, an I-T official told The Hindu that there was nothing unusual in seeking details of expenses. Earlier too such notices had



Lalu Prasad been served on other parties, he added. Senior BJP leader and Road Construction Minister Nand Kishore Yadav said his party too was once served such notice by the department. “What’s the problem?…we’ll reply to the I-T notice… people in the rally had come on their own and stayed at their own expense in Patna,” said senior RJD leader Abdul Bari Siddiqui. Other RJD leaders, however, claimed that such notices were issued “just to harass Lalu.” “But the more you harass us, the stronger we’ll become,” said Mr. Siddiqui.



HC’s blanket ban against criticism of EVMs stayed Petition was filed by Nainital resident Krishnadas Rajagopal NEW DELHI



The Supreme Court on Friday stayed an Uttarakhand High Court order issuing a blanket ban on political parties, non-governmental organisations and citizens from criticising electronic voting machines (EVMs) used in elections to five State Assemblies this year. The ban, issued by the High Court on June 2, included airing remarks, suspicions and criticism on “electronic media, Press, radio, Facebook, Twitter, etc” about EVM-tampering in the elections. A Bench, led by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra, passed the stay order on a petition by Nainital resident Ramesh Pandey, represented by advocate Devadutt Kamat. “Criticism which help us secure the most basic requirement of a vibrant democracy, that is, ensuring votes are not tampered, is absolutely necessary. Courts ought not to create restrictions on such criticism,” the petition argued against the



blanket ban. The petition also challenged the validity of the Election Commission’s first-of-its-kind ‘EVM Challenge’ organised on June 3. This open challenge was organised to counter allegations by several political parties about “defunct” EVMs used in the Assembly elections. The petition contended that the ‘EVM Challenge’ violated both the Constitution and the Representation of People Act, 1951. It pointed out that high courts and not the Election Commission are vested with the powers to deal with election disputes, including allegations of EVM-tampering. The 1951 Act was amended in 1966 to include Section 80A, which took away the EC's power to set up election tribunals. Besides, the petition contended that the open challenge was held despite an order from the Uttarakhand High Court, on the basis of seven election petitions, to seal the EVMs.



Rajasthan seeks nod to shift 2 tigers Mohammed Iqbal JAIPUR



Two tigers may soon be relocated from the renowned Ranthambhore National Park to the Mukundara Hills tiger reserve in Rajasthan, which has been waiting for the big cats since its establishment in 2013. The State government has sought the Centre’s nod for the shifting exercise. The Mukundara Hills, located in the Hadoti region of south-eastern Rajasthan, is the third notified tiger habitat in the State, after Ranthambhore and Sariska. Though it was established to cater to the spill over tiger population from Ranthambhore, the majestic cat is still missing from its wildlife population that boasts of panthers, sloth bear, cheetal, sambhar, blue bulls, chinkara, wild boars, langurs, and jackal, among other species. Rajasthan’s Forest Minister Gajendra Singh met Union Environment and Forest Minister Harsh Vardhan in New Delhi last week to put forward the demand for shifting two tigers. “If tigers are added to the wildlife population in Mukundara Hills, it will help the State government to generate the revenue needed for improving security and tourism infrastructure,” Mr. Singh said. A ND-NDE
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To clear the path ahead Abolition of instant triple talaq is the beginning of the process of reforms in Muslim personal law



I



ndia’s economy continues to decelerate with the government’s estimate for first-quarter gross domestic product pegging growth at a 13-quarter low of 5.7% in April-June. The reasons for the protracted slowdown — a slide of five straight quarters from 9.1% in March 2016 — are many and varied. But there is little doubt that the demonetisation exercise combined with the uncertainty around the July 1 adoption of the new indirect tax regime served to significantly dampen economic activity. While the GST-related “inventory deaccumulation” that Chief Statistician T.C.A. Anant referred to may well be reversed in the current quarter as companies across sectors gain comfort with the new tax regime, it is still doubtful whether demand for industrial output is going to attain any meaningful strength. The Reserve Bank of India last month said that its industrial outlook survey had “revealed a waning of optimism in Q2 about demand conditions across parameters and especially on capacity utilisation, profit margins and employment.” A look at the sector-specific trends shows that manufacturing expansion in gross value added (GVA) terms has slackened to a near stall at 1.2%. This, from 5.3% in Q4 of the last fiscal and 10.7% a year earlier, is a far from heartening sign. With capacity utilisation expected to weaken this quarter, according to the RBI, and with surveys suggesting that consumer sentiment has deteriorated steadily in August, the auguries for a demand rebound are far from promising. While expressing concern about the slower-than-expected expansion, the Finance Minister has acknowledged that the challenge before the government now is to work out both policy and investment measures to boost momentum. One option would be to suspend the fiscal road map for a limited period in order to pump prime the economy through increased capital spending by the government. The risks of fiscal loosening are of course manifold, especially at a juncture when several State governments have either announced or are contemplating large-scale farm loan waivers, which would push up interest rates and crowd out fresh lending. Still, there is a thin sliver of a silver lining in the GDP data. The services sector continues to remain buoyant. Quarterly GVA across this broad swathe that encompasses trade, hotels, transport, communication and broadcasting accelerated to 11.1%, from 6.5% in the fourth quarter, faster than the 8.9% posted in the corresponding period last year. The civil aviation sector saw passenger traffic soaring by 15.6%, and construction activity, a provider of jobs, also ticked up by 2%. The Finance Minister has his task cut out: to find ways to restore momentum before the tailwinds of low inflation and affordable energy prices start reversing direction.



A blind eye Myanmar’s refusal to address the Rohingya issue diminishes its democratic transition



T



he continuing failure of the Myanmar government to act decisively and urgently to protect civilians from the raging crossfire between the security forces and insurgents is shocking. The recent clashes in the western State of Rakhine have claimed over 70 lives and forced thousands of Rohingya to flee across the border into Bangladesh, in a rapidly deteriorating humanitarian crisis. Most of the victims are women and children, according to the UN’s International Organisation for Migration, which has called for additional aid to cope with Dhaka’s refugee situation. The latest flare-up began last Friday when militants suspected to be from the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army attacked military and police outposts. That should have served as a caution against an excessive counter-insurgency operation, a real possibility given the history of systematic persecution of the Muslim minorities in Rakhine. The military crackdown that followed has been widely condemned as disproportionate and the government accused of being an onlooker. The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has even rebuked Aung San Suu Kyi’s office for what he described as irresponsible statements that could disrupt aid and relief activity. Ms. Suu Kyi is not just the foreign minister; as a Nobel peace prize winner she has also failed to exert any moral pressure to secure humane treatment and humanitarian assistance for the systematically persecuted Rohingya. She has rightly come under criticism for her continued silence over the army brutalities. In fact, the UN agency’s report in February, based on a study of the military crackdown, had described the slaughter of thousands and displacement of even larger numbers as crimes against humanity. But the reactions of the radical Buddhist nationalists, who have traditionally resisted recognition of the Rohingya as citizens of Myanmar, have been predictable. They have demanded even tougher action from the government in the wake of the terror unleashed over the past week, and rubbished the findings of the officially appointed Advisory Commission on Rakhine State, headed by former UN Secretary General Kofi Annan. The Myanmar government has an obligation to act on the recommendations of the Commission, on the guarantee of citizenship rights to the Rohingya, freedom of movement and enforcement of the rule of law. It is inconceivable that the country’s yearning for peace and normal life could be fulfilled in the absence of these minimum prerequisites. The ruling National League for Democracy, which takes legitimate pride in its heroic defiance of the military junta, has a largely unfinished agenda on democratic transition. Enormous powers are vested in the military. The further consolidation of the hard-won freedoms from dictatorship will remain an arduous task so long as a large minority of the population is systematically excluded from the political process. CM YK



A. Faizur Rahman Without a doubt, the August 22 Constitution Bench judgment on instant talaq (talaq-e-bid’a) was a historic one. For the first time in Indian history talaq-e-bid’a was specifically debated and set aside by the Supreme Court. In the 2002 Shamim Ara case a two-judge bench of the Apex Court had delegitimised this medieval practice only when it was not properly pronounced and preceded by attempts at reconciliation. But the latest ruling completely and unconditionally invalidates talaq-ebid’a and renders it bad in law. The Koranic procedure of talaq is the only way by which a Muslim husband will be able to divorce his wife from now on. It is time then to recap the judgment to chart out the next steps.



The majority judgment The path that was taken to arrive at this landmark decision was tortuous, but intellectually invigorating. Justices R.F. Nariman and U.U. Lalit started off by correctly concluding that talaq-e-bid’a cannot be excluded from the definition of “talaq” mentioned in Section 2 of the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937. Additionally, they declared that as the Shariat Act was a law made by the legislature before the Constitution came in force, it would fall within the expression “laws in force” in Article 13(3)(b), and would be hit by Article 13(1) if found to be inconsistent with Part III of the Constitution, to the extent of the inconsistency. Surprisingly, the two judges



grounding the crux of their ruling in the Koran ignore the fact that personal laws of all communities in India enjoy constitutional protection. And as these laws are sourced from religious scriptures in most cases the Apex Court cannot but uphold the right of individuals and groups to profess, practise and propagate everything that forms an essential part of their religious scripture, subject to the provisions of Article 25(1). It may be pointed out here that the Koranic procedure of talaq that was implicitly upheld in this judgment does not in any way violate our constitutional values.



The minority opinion In their 272-page ruling former Chief Justice J.S. Khehar and Justice S. Abdul Nazeer, in contradiction to the majority judgment, declared talaq-e-bid’a to be an essential part of the Hanafi faith and gave it protection under Article 25(1). However, this view does not stand up to scrutiny as it is based on the flawed theological premise that a religious custom which has been in vogue for several centuries automatically becomes integral to the denomination that practises it. Such a stance is not consistent with the teachings of the Koran.



Had Justices Khehar and Nazeer given weight to the overwhelming evidence in the Koran and authentic hadeeses against instant talaq they could have avoided the problematic invocation of Article 142 to direct the state to enact an “appropriate legislation” on talaq-e-bid’a. One fails to understand how after having declared instant triple divorce a fundamental right under Part III of the Constitution the judges could direct the state to bring a law against it. Article 13(2) clearly states that the “State shall not make any law which takes away or abridges the rights conferred by this Part and any law made in contravention of this clause shall, to the extent of the contravention, be void.” Even Justice Kurian had expressed “serious doubts” if the exercise of a fundamental right can be injuncted under Article 142. The minority view also failed to appreciate the fact that hadeeses quoted by the AIMPLB were comparatively less authentic than those cited in High Court judgments relied upon by the petitioners which were from the six most authentic Sunni hadees books (Sihah Sitta). The AIMPLB cited just one report from Sihah Sitta (Hadees No. 5259 from Sahih Bukhari) in which instant talaq is



Implications of verdict As pointed out above, the biggest goal attainment for Muslim women is the realisation that talaq-e-bid’a in any of his manifestations will not dissolve the marriage. This renders redundant not just halala but the incorporation of a platitudinous advisory against instant talaq in the nikahnama. There is also scope now to amend the 1937 Act, even without designating it as statutory law, to exclude talaq-e-bid’a from the definition of the word “talaq” mentioned in Section 2, and make the Koranic procedure of talaq gender-neutral. Indeed all provisions of the Shariah mentioned in the 1937 Act can be similarly redefined to bring them in conformity with the humanitarian teachings of the Koran and the Prophet. This judgment will also encourage legally and theologically informed Muslim intellectuals to establish mediation centres across India under the Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) mechanism to help Muslim couples amicably resolve their marital disputes. To echo the feelings of many, this is not the end but the beginning of the process of reforms in the Muslim personal law. The biggest challenge, however, would be to inform the Muslim masses that the abolition of talaq-e-bid’a is not against the Shariah but has, on the contrary, brought it closer to the original principles of Islam. A. Faizur Rahman is an independent researcher and secretary general of the Chennai-based Islamic Forum for the Promotion of Moderate Thought. Email: [email protected]. Twitter: @FaizEngineer



Calibrating a new standard With data showing Indians rarely overstay student visas, Britain is under pressure to relax curbs fying why students needed to be included in Britain’s immigration statistics and therefore one of the groups whose numbers Britain would be aiming to bring down as part of government targets to reduce net migration from the hundreds of thousands to the tens of thousands.



VIDYA RAM In recent years a person questioning the British government’s stance on international students was given one of two typical responses. One track focused on reminding her that the drop in numbers in some groups (including Indian students) was largely the result of the crackdown on fake colleges that admitted students under the pretense of study merely to enable them to come to Britain. The second argument focussed on highlighting the supposedly sizeable number of overstaying students. During a heated debate, a senior British official recently suggested that India had little reason to be aggrieved over Britain’s visa regime for students (nor any right to expect change) given the large numbers of Indians who overstayed their visas. “We welcome students coming to study but the fact is, too many of them are not returning home as soon as their visa runs out… I don’t care what the university lobbyists say: the rules must be enforced. Students, yes; overstayers, no. And the universities must make this happen,” Prime Minister Theresa May insisted two years ago, while still Home Secretary. She was justi-



Four-month window While Britain does not have a limit on the number of international students able to come and study in the country, it has toughened the regime in other ways, most notably by limiting the ability of students to work in Britain after their degree. Students have a maximum of four months after their degree to find a job, which has proved a major disincentive for many. Their wish to do so cannot be seen as anything other than reasonable, given the premium accorded to work experience in Britain, and the substantial financial investment put into studying in the country. Yet the suggestion that students are keen to abuse the system has been implicit in much of the rhetoric on the issue. Last October, in a speech pledging to toughen the regime, current Home Secretary Amber Rudd said she would be looking at the possibility of a two-tier system with tougher rules for those on “lower quality courses”. “This isn’t about pulling up the drawbridge. It’s about making sure students that come here, come to study,” she said at the time. The raison d’etre for this tough



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Slump in growth India is witnessing a sharp decline in economic growth (“GDP growth boards slow train at 5.7%”, Sept. 1). It is clear that demonetisation has damaged the growth trajectory by pulling down the growth rate. Its impact will play out negatively at least for the next two quarters. With smaller businesses still grappling with the GST framework, there are concerns over what the expected revenue will be from the new indirect taxation policy. Although the government claims that there will be windfall gains from demonetisation and GST in the long run, the immediate need is to grease the wheels of growth. But there seem to be few instruments available before the government to do this. The
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Momentum must be restored before low inflation and energy prices reverse direction



mentioned. But this hadees does not show any Prophetic support for talaq-e-bid'a. It clearly states that the man who pronounced “triple talaq” did so “without the Prophet’s command.”



PTI



Unending slowdown



chose not to examine if the Narasu Appa Mali ruling was a good law. This judgment had held that personal laws cannot be tested against the provisions of Part III of the Constitution. Nonetheless, having brought the 1937 Act under the ambit of Article 13, the judges analysed several engrossing Supreme Court pronouncements to show how capricious, excessive and disproportional laws are “manifestly arbitrary” and the very antithesis of equality. But the biggest achievement of Justices Nariman and Lalit is their harmonisation of constitutional equality with Koranic egalitarianism. This was done by endorsing the Koranic law of talaq mentioned in Shamim Ara and declaring talaqe-bid’a to be “manifestly arbitrary” and violative of Article 14 because it allows a Muslim man to break the marriage “capriciously and whimsically” without attempting to save it through reconciliation. On these grounds, Section 2 of the 1937 Act was struck down as being void to the extent that it recognises and enforces instant talaq. Interestingly, Justice Kurian Joseph, even while fully agreeing with the doctrine of manifest arbitrariness on the pure question of law, disagreed with Justices Nariman and Lalit that the 1937 Act regulates instant talaq and hence can be brought under Article 14. In his view, talaq-e-bid’a can be set aside without testing any part of the 1937 Act against Part III of the Constitution. As the whole purpose of the Shariat Act was to declare Shariah as the “rule of decision”, any practice that goes against the Shariah cannot be legally protected. Talaqe-bid’a falls outside the Shariah because it goes against its primary source, the Koran. Therefore, what is bad in theology is bad in law as well. Those who criticised the authors of the majority judgment for



stance came crashing down last week, as it emerged that the number of international students overstaying their visa illegally was a fraction of what the government had been suggesting. Home Office data relying on a new system of exit checks at Britain’s borders that began in 2015 found that a mere 4,600 had done so last year, in contrast to the roughly 100,000 suggested by the International Passenger Survey (IPS) conducted at border crossings that the government had been relying on to date. A separate study by the official statistician, the Office for National Statistics (ONS), considered things by nationality too, finding that Indian students were among the nationals most likely to leave before their visa expired, with many others staying on because they had managed to extend their visa for work or other reasons. While the release of the figures



created a media storm, it came as little surprise to those who have been campaigning for international students, who have long been wary of the IPS and the way simple survey figures were being used to justify and draw up tough immigration policies. Many had been pushing for the exit check data to be published, and for the system of exit checks to be developed further to enable Britain to have a far more rigorous system for analysing its migration figures. Last October, the government dismissed a report in The Times that it was sitting on data that showed fewer than 1% of foreign students overstaying their visas, while in July the statistics regulator warned the government and the ONS that the IPS data the government had been relying on had to be seen as “experimental”. However, the government has remained adamant about its commitment to the tough regime for students, passing up an opportunity just before Parliament broke up before the June general election to take students out of the net migration figures, after members of the House of Lords introduced an amendment to legislation on higher education. The government’s unwavering stance on this issue has contrasted with its penchant for U-turns, and is seen as a sign of the Prime Minister’s own obsession with a tough immigration regime. She has faced strong pressure for change from even within her party and cabinet.



Even before the latest revelations, the stubbornness appeared irrational to a certain degree at least, given Britain’s post-Brexit ambitions to forge trade deals across the world. India has indicated in the past that taking students off the immigration figures would be seen as a significant concession and gesture of goodwill at a time that Britain has been tightening immigration in other areas.



The Brexit angle Whether the figures will prompt change remains to be seen. The government’s response so far has been to commission a report into the economic and social impact of international students on Britain. This may be all very well, except for the fact that organisations such as Universities UK have already conducted thorough research highlighting the huge economic contribution foreign students make to local economies across the country (£25 billion a year in total), spurring the creation of jobs. However, even beyond the specific case of international students, the data raise questions about the very basis of the direction of British policy. As the outcome of last year’s Brexit referendum made only too clear, concerns about levels of immigration have had a profound impact on the direction of British political life. With some of the immigration data that have fuelled that debate now in question, a period of national introspection is undoubtedly in order.
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monetary policy will be the most effective one. It remains to be seen how the government will persuade the RBI to give up its conservative nature regarding interest rate cuts. Bibhuti Das, New Delhi



Post-demonetisation It is premature to pronounce that demonetisation was a disastrous move based on a single piece of evidence — that 99% of demonetised notes have returned to the banking system (“Shifting goal posts”, Sept. 1). Figures often hide more than they reveal. How much of the money deposited in the banks constitutes black money? It is disingenuous to assume that all this money can be accounted for by the depositors. It is likely that



hoarders felt it was worth risking a tax probe and tried to salvage at least a part of their ill-gotten wealth rather than keep the banned notes which would have amounted to nothing but useless paper. Even if 10% of the money is proved to be unaccounted for, it will be a staggering amount. It was not the withdrawal of high-value notes, but the absence of an adequate supply of alternative currency notes that caused so much disruption apart from choking the supply chains of the cashdependent unorganised sector. The question we need to pose to the government should be this: was the RBI informed about demonetisation in advance so as to enable it to print and stock a sufficient number of alternative



currency notes? Or did the RBI fail miserably in its currency management despite being in the loop?



States, in which it succeeded. Siddharth Dwivedi, Lucknow



V.N. Mukundarajan, Thiruvananthapuram



The economic survey and the RBI’s annual report clearly indicate that demonetisation was a disaster. The objective of reducing counterfeit currency seems unachieved. Neither has the government tackled corruption nor terror funding. The government takes credit for promoting a cashless economy, but was that the main objective? If it was, then the lives of more than a hundred people and the loss of thousands of jobs was a huge price to pay. The move seems to have been a clever strategy before the Assembly elections in five



supposed to be a body blow to the corrupt, but seems to have been nothing more than a flea bite for them. N. Venkata Sai Praveen,



The much-trumpeted demonetisation move was a well-intentioned one, but has proven to be a damp squib. It falls short of reaching its intended objectives. It is unfathomable how the lion’s share of black money miraculously found its way back into the system, the very thing that this scheme aimed to forestall. That the BJP still proclaims this scheme as being successful in spite of this is ludicrous, to say the least. One wonders whether the most corrupt were tipped off before this policy came into effect to preserve their ill-gotten gains. This “masterstroke” was



Punggol, Singapore



Blue Whale game Recently, I was travelling by train when I noticed that a grandmother, in order to keep a crying baby quiet, gave him a mobile phone (“Blue Whale a disaster, says teen’s suicide note”, Sept. 1). This is a serious hazard. Mobile phones affect our brain seriously. With so many young children being hooked to them, we don’t know what information they access or what games they play. Steps must be taken to ban such games. V.T. Sundaramurthy, Chennai
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Immovable faith: “The followers remain unmoved by the charges against their spiritual leader.” (Clockwise from top) Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh’s followers gather at the Dera the night before the CBI court’s verdict; the older generation is less taken in by the flamboyant Singh compared to the younger generation, but are nevertheless his followers; women await the verdict in Sirsa. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA/ PTI/ AFP *



Among the believers In Sirsa, Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh’s followers refuse to believe he is guilty and wait anxiously for his return. Hemani Bhandari on the uneasy calm in the Dera



I



t is four days after mayhem brought Haryana to a grinding halt. After facing flak for being unable to prevent the violence that caused damage to property and claimed more than 30 lives, the constables in Sirsa are taking no chances. All the three roads leading to the old Dera are blocked. Apart from the barricades that have been placed 3 km before the Dera at Satnam Singh Chowk by the Central Reserve Police Force, the Indo Tibetan Border Police, the Sashastra Seema Bal, the Indian Reserve Battalion, and the local police, fences and wooden planks have also been mounted — signs of the forces being extra cautious. Residents of the area are not allowed to leave and outsiders are not allowed to enter. “Madam, hum nahin jaa rahe to apko kaise jaane dein (If we’re not going inside, how can we let you go)?” asks constable Ajay from Haryana Police. There is another route to the old Dera. It is slightly circuitous, but worth a try. But around 500 metres ahead, a constable suddenly appears. “Madam, don’t you know this is a prohibited area? What if something happens to you? Who will be responsible?” he asks, even though the road is empty and residents are not allowed to step out of their homes. A kilometre away from Satnam Singh Chowk is Preet Nagar. Here too the approach to the locality is barricaded. Gali Number 13 is where some of the Dera supporters have agreed to talk to this reporter, courtesy of a mediator. Preet Nagar, where almost every resident is a follower of Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh, the man who is responsible for the forces coming here and who has been convicted of rape, is a maze of gullies. We ride through the packed streets, the uneasy calm after the chaos hanging heavy in the air.



Stories of ‘miracles’ Inside a house that the mediator leads this reporter to sits Chand Rani with her daughter Sapna, 27, and son Gaurav. When she speaks, others listen. No one speaks out of turn. They all appear shaken both by the violence and the conviction of their ‘Pitaji’, as Singh is referred to reverentially here. Rani joined the Dera 30 years ago; she was attracted to Singh’s predecessors, Shah Mastana and Shah Satnam. “Since I had faith in Pitaji’s predecessors, it was only natural that I have faith in him,” she says. None of them is prepared to believe in the charges brought upon Singh by two of his female followers — that he, their ‘guru’, had sexually exploited women. What led Rani and her children to the fold were stories of miracles that their cousins and uncles had shared. Singh cured ailments and illnesses just with his touch, their relatives had said, or when he ate the biscuits that they offered to him. The family says their belief in the three ‘gurus’ remains unshaken. They invoke their names before going to work. “Koi bhi kaam karne se pehle inka naam lete hain to kaam pura ho jata hai (If we utter their names before we go to work, we know it will get done),” says Gaurav. The younger generation is steeped in belief too. Nipanshu, 18, who goes to Shah Satnam Ji Boys School that is adjacent to the old Dera, drops by. He says he has never cheated in an examination CM YK



doctors to examine me and held me tight in his embrace. I am absolutely fine now. I ran towards the Dera to personally thank Babaji,” he says. While most stories that are shared here are eulogies of Singh, some in the fold, who are slightly older than Rani, are critical of the Dera chief ’s ways. His flamboyance, his actor persona, and his love for publicity do not appeal to them. But belief is strong and they nevertheless flock to the Dera.



because that’s what he has been taught in the ‘Satsang’. “We are taught never to cheat even if we haven’t studied for an exam. Remember ‘Pitaji’ and everything will be taken care of. I’ve always excelled in studies,” he says proudly. An hour into the conversation with Rani, the neighbours troop in. They sit down and proceed to swap stories of miracles, all of which are woven around ‘Pitaji’. No one in this group utters a critical word. This colony is a melange of castes. The followers of Singh, the families claim, cut across caste, religion, and class. “His followers include kinnars (transgenders). He has made them humans,” says Narendra Kumar, 56, who runs a grocery store in Preet Nagar. A typical ‘Satsang’ with Singh, which took place once a month, involved sermons on doing good deeds and eschewing meat, alcohol, and drugs. Singh, who established the new Dera 5 km away, reached out to the old Dera followers via projectors set inside the prayer hall. A local reporter from a leading daily recounts how he suffered a paralytic attack 10 years ago. The doctors in Sirsa had given up on him. “I was told to meet Pitaji. He summoned a team of 10



Inside the Dera At the entrance of the old Dera stands a huge poster of Singh’s latest release Jattu Engineer. A blue-colour canopy, with coloured photographs of Shah Mastana on the left, Shah Satnam on the right, and Singh in the middle, greets visitors. This leads to an open-air hall, the size of a badminton court. Two middle-aged woman sit inside a small room and keep tabs on visitors. “Dhan Dhan Satguru Tera Hi Aasra (Glory to Satguri, you are our only saviour),” is how they greet people. Inside the Dera, around 70 people have congregated. “Aa jaenge ji Pitaji (He will return),” says an old man to another. In the canteen on the first floor, it is business as usual. But no one talks here; conversations with outsiders are strictly discouraged. “This place is accustomed to 100% attendance but many have left now,” whispers a woman. “Humne to dekha nai hai. Ye conspiracy hai. Aane wala time sab bata dega. Aap dekhna (This is a conspiracy. You wait and watch. Time will eventually set everything right).” Outside Gate Number 10 of the new Dera stands Kulbir Singh, a pharmacist, who does not take kindly to being questioned. Singh associated himself with the Dera 17 years ago following the footsteps of his father. And at another police checkpoint, a family of five — man, wife, two teenage boys, and an elderly woman — are found leaving the Dera with several bags in their car boot. The younger woman was the only one will-



ing to talk. They had come to stay in the new Dera four years ago, but were leaving now as they’re scared, she says. “Our house is in Noida. We’re going back now. Our children were studying here in the school run by the Dera. I don’t what to do about their future now.” The future of the two schools run by the Dera, and of the children who study there, looks uncertain now.



Two worlds in a city In Sirsa city, there is a sharp contrast in the two worlds that run parallel to each other, between the world inhabited by the Dera followers and the one which the residents of the town occupy. Most of the residents take a dim view of the cult around Singh, dismissing it as a ‘Gunda Raj’. “He has built a whole new world inside the Dera spread across 1,000 acres. It even has a seven-star hotel, a hospital, two movie halls that run only his films, several factories, and two schools. But he hasn’t added to the development of the city. His supporters have only added to our woes,” says Sanjay Garg, resident of a colony near Satnam Singh Chowk and an employee of National Insurance Company. If Singh’s conviction and the anticipation before the verdict gave the residents a difficult time, the violence on August 25 turned their world around. As a curfew was imposed from 10 p.m. on August 24 till August 28 (when it was relaxed from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.), several residents complained they had no electricity. Water supply was cut off, forcing them to rely on water tanks that would come once or twice a day. They were short of groceries. “Is the vegetable shop open? I haven’t bought vegetables in the last four days,” grumbles a middle-aged woman as she walks out of one of the empty streets opposite the



we utter the names of the > IfDera’s < gurus before we go to work, we know it will get done. gaurav, Nipanshu Follower of Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh



old Dera. She returns home disappointed.



The long-drawn investigation The story that led to the indefinite curfew, the chaos, and the big glaring headlines spans years. Catching Singh was no easy task. Following the allegations levelled by women inmates through an anonymous complaint addressed to former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and other authorities that had surfaced in May 2002, the CBI managed to track down 150 ‘sadhvis’ who had stayed at the Sirsa Dera of Singh. It had taken the agency more than two years to zero in on the women. However, a breakthrough eluded the investigating team as the 130 women, who were then put up at Singh’s den, refused to speak when contacted. The agency then pined its hopes on the 24 who had left the Dera. They managed to track 20 of the 24 ‘sadhvis’, most of whom were now married and settled. In all, 18 were spoken to. But they refused to cooperate, fearing that it would tarnish the reputation of their families. The snail-paced probe got a shot in the arm from the startling findings in the case of Ranjit Singh, a former staunch supporter of Singh, who was shot dead in July 2002 under mysterious circumstances. The agency found that Ranjit Singh’s sister was also a “sadhvi” in the Dera between 1999 and 2001. She was one of the 18 whom the agency had tracked down. It turned out that Ranjit was associated with the Dera for 20 years. However, in 2000, he suddenly lost interest in the Dera and withdrew his sister and daughters from the ashram in April 2001. When the anonymous complaint surfaced in 2002, he told his father that all the allegations were correct and that Singh and his supporters suspected his role behind the complaint. There was a threat to his life, but he refused to apologise to Singh. Days later, he was killed. Ranjit Singh’s sister was examined in February 2005, but she did not reveal much. She gave the details of Singh’s personal accommodation called gufa (cave), which used to be guarded by ‘sadhvis’. She provided brief accounts of some ‘sadhvis’ abusing Singh after they came out of his gufa. She added that Dera people were dangerous and could kill her and her family, and told the investigators that she wanted to forget about everything that had transpired there. The victim finally opened up more than a year later, in July 2006, when she stated that Singh raped her twice, first in August 1999 and then a year later. This was the breakthrough that the CBI had been looking for since December 2002. The victim gathered the courage to speak up after the CBI arrested a key Dera functionary and got warrants issued against two others. She disclosed to the CBI that all the ‘sadhvis’ were aware of Singh’s activities, but they remained quiet out of fear of reprisal. Singh would tell them of the enormous clout he had in political and government circles. The second victim’s statement was recorded from May 2006 onwards. Her father disclosed that his second daughter had also been raped by the Dera chief. Statements of their relatives and some others linked to the Dera strengthened the agency’s charges.



he (Gurmeet Singh) will < > Ibehope sentenced for my husband’s murder too Ranjit Singh’s wife



Armed with strong corroborative and circumstantial evidence, the CBI filed a chargesheet against Singh on July 30, 2007, under Sections 376 (rape), 506 (criminal intimidation) and 509 (insulting a woman’s modesty) of the Indian Penal Code. The charges were framed against Singh on September 6, 2008. During the trial, the CBI counsel examined 15 witnesses and the accused. A witness was examined as a court witness on the Supreme Court’s orders in November 2016. But it would take nine years for the trial to come to a closure. The defence examined 37 witnesses and the final arguments were concluded on August 17 this year. On August 25, the special CBI court finally held Singh guilty of raping two women and issuing criminal threats, for which he was subsequently sentenced to a total of 20 years of rigorous imprisonment.



Unshaken belief The faithful, however, remain unmoved by the charges against their spiritual leader. As we prepare to leave, tales of miracles performed by Singh, reformer for his followers even if rapist according to the law, flow thick and fast. Shyam Mehta, another resident of Sirsa town and an avid follower of the Dera, tells us how the fortunes of his brother-in-law’s business changed, offering it as proof of Singh’s powers. “My brother-in-law, who lives in Bhiwani, had a small grocery shop 12 years ago. He visited the Dera to seek blessings of Pitaji. The same year, he started a mobile phone business in Delhi. Today he owns two showrooms: one in Delhi and the other in Bhiwani. He is a millionaire now,” he says with pride and devotion in his voice. It doesn’t stop there. The prayers of a distant relative were also answered by Papaji, he says. “She was desperate for a child after 13 years of marriage. All Pitaji said was ‘Ho jayega’ (It will happen). And she was pregnant within five months,” he says. Regardless of who says what, for his followers Singh is a messenger of god. But where there is disbelief for some there is victory and hope for others. Hours after the sentencing of Singh on August 29, there is a quiet sense of relief in Ranjit Singh’s house in Kurekshetra. Well-wishers drop by the two-storey bungalow. “I hope he (Gurmeet Singh) will be sentenced for my husband’s murder too,” says Ranjit Singh’s wife. With additional reporting from Devesh Pandey and Vijaita Singh A ND-NDE



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



8 NEWS



NOIDA/DELHI



THE HINDU



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2017



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



FROM PAGE ONE



At least six Ministers put in papers



Congress to bet on RBI figures? GDP and demonetisation an opportunity for Opposition to get its act together: Manish Tewari Sandeep Phukan NEW DELHI



Important Ministries such as Defence, Environment, Information and Broadcasting and Urban Development are being held as additional charges and the Prime Minister needs to distribute the work a little wider. Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu, who had offered to take responsibility for the frequent derailments leading to fatalities, may be shifted to another Ministry. The pattern emerging from the Prime Minister’s list of exclusions points to the fact that he wants faster work on job creation and water resources. States such as Himachal Pradesh (which goes to the polls this year) may find representation. Health Minister J.P. Nadda’s portfolio may change and he may be asked to look at party affairs in the State. Karnataka too may get two berths as it goes to the polls in 2018. The Janata Dal (U) will get two berths, most



likely R.C.P. Singh and Santosh Kumar Kushwaha. The Shiv Sena may also see an addition to its numbers in the Ministry. An interesting addition, reflecting the BJP’s ambitions in the northeast could be Conrad Sangma, Nationalist People’s Party leader and MP from Tura in Meghalaya. The current strength of the Ministry is 73 and the maximum number cannot go beyond 81.



Sena’s hope Shiv Sena expects one Cabinet Minister and one Minister of State berth. Party sources said the BJP leadership was likely to hold talks with the Sena brass. The present Cabinet has only one Sena Minister in Anant Geete, who is handling the portfolio for Heavy Industries and Public Sector Enterprises. (With inputs from Alok Deshpande)



In the last two days of August, when the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released lessthan-expected GDP figures and data on how much demonetised currency had returned to the banks, the Congress appears to have found new spirit to fight the Modi government. Former Finance Minister P. Chidambaram chose a cricketing example to underscore this political point. “Bangladesh defeats Australia, West Indies defeats England. Lesson: nothing is impossible,” Mr. Chidamabaram tweeted on Thursday. He did not elaborate on his tweet, but many in the Congress seem to believe it is



time for the party to go on the offensive under Rahul Gandhi’s stewardship. The Congress’s organisational elections for blocklevel delegates end by September 15. The delegates will, in turn, elect the Congress president. A section of the party want Mr. Gandhi to take over soon after, though Ms. Sonia Gandhi’s tenure ends only in December. Senior leaders, however, are cautious about articulating their position on the leadership question. Former Information and Broadcasting Minister Manish Tewari told The Hindu that “the current division of labour” worked for the party. “The country needs sagacity and energy in equal measure,” he said.



Rahul Gandhi Mr. Tewari said the RBI’s figures on the note ban and the poor growth figures were an opportunity for the Opposition, but it should first “get its act together in terms of organisation and leadership”. “After the demonetisation numbers put out by the



RBI, growth plummeted to 3.7% at 2004-05 base prices. The distress on the ground is now bubbling up in terms of governmental statistics,” Mr. Tewari said. He added, “This country is looking for that lightning rod that can crystallise the anger and launch a nationwide movement to show the BJP the door in 2019.” Soon after the Monsoon Session of Parliament, the Congress president had convened a meeting of all Opposition parties to chalk out a joint strategy that could effectively take on the Modi government even outside Parliament. But not much has happened on the ground. Cracks in Opposition unity were clearly visible at



Valley tense on Bakrid eve Separatist leaders detained, security stepped up following alert on terror attacks Peerzada Ashiq



Most of the meetings in his schedule were lined up at his residence at Akbar Road in New Delhi. The Minister met the newly appointed Railway Board Chairman Ashwani Lohani for a courtesy call at his residence, sources said. The Minister has been actively issuing orders to the Rail Bhavan officials. On Wednesday, the Ministry of Railways said in a ‘tweet’ that “on the direction” of the Minister, they



are putting in all efforts to provide relief to passengers of Mumbai suburban trains in the wake of heavy rain. An e-mail questionnaire sent to Mr. Prabhu on Thursday didn’t elicit any response. He didn’t attend at least two public events in the national capital for which he had initially given confirmation – The Economist India Summit 2017 on Thursday and FICCI’s ‘Business and Climate Change Summit 2017’ on Friday.



Seshasayee hits back at Narayana Murthy Mr. Murthy during his investors call on August 29 reiterated his complete faith in the new chairman, Nandan Nilekani, to take the company back to its “glory days.” “Since my resignation from the board of Infosys, I have kept away from making any public statements, despite provocations, since I sincerely want the company to move forward, and not be bogged down with the issues of the past. Mr. Murthy’s statement to the investors reported by the press, however, forces me to issue this statement, which is done only to defend myself against personal attacks and patently false and slanderous accusations,” Mr. Seshasayee said in the statement. “Mr. Murthy’s statement



to the investors misleadingly attributes words to me that are taken completely out of context, making it appear that I was not stating the truth. I wish to categorically state that I have always been candid and truthful in all my statements concerning Infosys.” “It is regrettable that Mr. Murthy’s campaign on the alleged governance lapses has continually slipped into personal attacks and slander on individual board members,” he said in the statement. Mr. Murthy had invited him to join the board and entrusted him the Chair of the Audit Committee, while he was still the Chairman — as late as February 2017, much after the alleged lapses took place, Mr. Seshasayee said.



Chargesheet in Agusta case names S.P. Tyagi The contract for supply of 12 AW-101 helicopters was signed in February 2010. However, the Indian government cancelled it in January 2014 following bribery allegations. The CBI said bribe money of 62 million euros (about ₹450 crore) was routed through a web of companies abroad and in India on the pretext of engineering or consultancy contracts. The agency has established the money trail in the British Virgin Islands, the United Kingdom, Mauritius, Singa-



pore, the United Arab Emirates and Tunisia. Following a preliminary enquiry, the CBI had registered the FIR against Mr. Tyagi and others on March 12, 2013. He was arrested along with Sanjeev Tyagi and Gautam Khaitan last December. They are now out on bail. Lawyer Gautam Khaitan was earlier arrested by the Enforcement Directorate. The CBI has submitted that investigations are under way, hinting at more charge sheets later.



Lookout notices against GJM leaders Following a meeting of GJM office-bearers, Mr. Gurung expelled Mr. Tamang, the party’s assistant general secretary, who led the team to Kolkata on August 29 for a meeting with the CM. Another leader Anit Thapa was also expelled. “I am hearing the news that they have been expelled,” Mr. Giri told The Hindu. However, he did not confirm the expulsions. Earlier, Mr. Gurung said CM YK



in a statement that a section of their party leaders “have shaken hands with the Bengal government … to derail [the] movement.” He said the struggle for a Gorkha homeland would continue. On his return after the talks, Mr. Tamang gave a call to withdraw the strike till September 12, which was revoked by Mr. Gurung on Friday.



Anticipating trouble during Id-ul-Azha on Saturday, security agencies have detained separatist leaders and stepped up vigil in Kashmir. Busy markets lifted the mood in the Valley, but one policeman was killed and three of his team were injured in a militant ambush near here on Friday evening. A police spokesman told The Hindu that the militants fired at a police vehicle near Zeewan during a routine patrol. Head constable Kishan Lal died of injuries in the hospital.



Malik detained Among the separatist leaders detained are JKLF chief Yasin Malik, who was shifted to the Central Jail here. Dukhtarane-Millat chief Asiya Andrabi, whose detention under the Public Safety Act was quashed by the court recently, has been shifted to a Jammu jail. As part of security measures, the administration has barred Id prayers on the TRC Grounds here. A police official said there



Row over arrests in Sikkim Special Correspondent KOLKATA



Inspector General of the Darjeeling Range Manoj Verma said his team arrested at least 10 persons from Sikkim, suspected to be associated with the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM), on Friday. However, the Sikkim police “has not allowed” the Bengal police to take the arrested persons back to West Bengal, a senior Sikkim police official told The Hindu. “They [the Bengal Police] had no papers or warrants. They also did not inform the Sikkim police. They will have to approach a Sikkim court to take custody of the arrested men,” the official said.



the August 27 Patna rally called by RJD leader Lalu Prasad.



Disunity prevails CPI(M) general secretary Sitaram Yechury skipped the rally because West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee attended it. Bahujan Samaj Party supremo Mayawati did not attend since Akhilesh Yadav of the Samajwadi Party was present. The Congress, too, was represented by Ghulam Nabi Azad and C.P. Joshi, and not the Gandhis. “Who is going to be the Opposition’s face can be decided 10 months later. After all, Narendra Modi was declared the BJP’s prime ministerial candidate only in 2013,” Mr. Tewari said.



NEW DELHI



For the first time since 1990, the Assam government issued orders declaring the State a “disturbed area”, imposing the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) for six months. Such orders were earlier issued by the Union Home Ministry, which recently gave up its power and asked the State government to decide on continuing the enforcement of the AFSPA in the State. The Act can be invoked in places “where the use of armed forces in aid of the civil power is necessary”. Except in the case of Tripura and Manipur, the Centre had been issuing such notifications.



It was a courtesy call: Thambidurai Sobhana K. Nair New Delhi



Festive spirit: Shoppers crowd Srinagar streets on Bakrid eve on Friday. were Intelligence reports of militants groups planning to carry out attacks.



Idgah prayers Hurriyat chairman Mirwaiz Umar Farooq is scheduled to lead the prayers at the Idgah here.



Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti hoped the day would “bring an everlasting joy, peace and happiness to the people of the State”. “It is important to remember families, especially children, who lost their near and dear ones to violence on



*



NISSAR AHMAD



this Id,” National Conference working president Omar Abdullah said. The Valley saw a major rush of shoppers, bringing relief to shopkeepers affected by multiple shutdowns this year. Violence has left nearly 250 people dead this year.



On a day when BJP president Amit Shah was busy working out the final details of the expected reshuffle of the Union Cabinet, the presence of the AIADMK leader and Deputy Speaker, M. Thambidurai, at his residence has created a flutter. Mr. Thambidurai told The Hindu that the visit had nothing to do with the reshuffle, and it was merely a courtesy call to congratulate Mr. Shah on his maiden entry to the Rajya Sabha. “The party is the highest authority to decide whether to join the NDA or not,” he said. At the same time, he maintained that the AIADMK continued to be an independent group as the former Chief Minister and party leader Jayalalithaa wanted it to be. “I have known Amit Shah for a long time. It so happened that I could not meet him on the day he took oath as a Rajya Sabha mem-



ber. So I decided to visit him on Thursday. There is nothing more to it,” he said. A close confidant of Tamil Nadu’s Deputy Chief Minister, O. Panneerselvam, said Mr. Thambidurai’s visit was not on behalf of the party.



AIADMK’s chances There have been speculation that Mr. Thambidurai, who is believed to be close to Edappadi K. Palaniswami, and Rajya Sabha member V. Maithreyan, a close confidant of Mr. Panneerselvam, will be part of the reshuffled Cabinet. Sources, however, said the chances of the AIADMK making it to the Modi Cabinet looked doubtful. The BJP delayed the reshuffle hoping to be able to accommodate the party. However, since they failed to put their house in order, their entry had been stalled. “It is unlikely that when a tussle is still going on in our own backyard ... the BJP would take us on board,” a senior AIADMK MP said.



Final hearing of Bofors pay-off case in Oct. Supreme Court Bench agrees with lawyer that a decision on his appeal has been pending for long Legal Correspondent NEW DELHI



The ghosts of the Bofors scam came back to life after a gap of 12 years with the Supreme Court on Friday posting the ₹64-crore pay-off case for final hearing in October. Hearing an application by counsel Ajay Kumar Agarwal for an early hearing, a threejudge Bench, headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra, agreed that his appeal against the Delhi High Court’s decision in May 2005 to quash all charges against the Europe-based Hinduja brothers had been pending for long. The court on October 18, 2005 admitted his petition, which was filed after the CBI failed to approach the top court with the appeal within



the 90-day deadline following the High Court verdict. On May 31, 2005, Justice R.S. Sodhi of the Delhi High Court, since retired, quashed charges against the Hinduja brothers — Srichand, Gopichand and Prakashchand — and the Bofors company, and castigated the CBI for its handling of the case saying it had cost the exchequer about ₹250 crore.



Rajiv exonerated Before the 2005 verdict, Justice J.D. Kapoor (since retired) of the Delhi High Court on February 4, 2004, acquitted the former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in the case, and directed framing of charge of forgery under Section 465 of the Indian Penal Code against Bofors.



Many battles: A Bofors gun at Drass in Kashmir. India and the Swedish arms manufacturer AB Bofors entered into a ₹1,437crore deal for the supply of 400 155-mm Howitzer guns on March 24, 1986. Swedish Radio on April 16, 1987 said the company paid bribes to



Karti challenges lookout circular Citing 1978 Supreme Court judgment, he says it restricts right to free movement
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top Indian politicians and defence personnel.



FIR registered in 1990 The CBI registered the FIR for the alleged offence of criminal conspiracy, cheating and forgery under sec-



NEW DELHI



Karti Chidambaram movement. The Madras High Court had stayed the June 16 circular, but the Supreme Court lifted the stay. In the previous hearing on August 18, a Bench led by the then Chief Justice, J.S. Khehar, said the court would review the circular on September 1, provided Mr.



Karti cooperated with the investigation. Following this, the CBI questioned Mr. Karti on August 23 and 28. The new Bench did not touch upon the issue of review of the circular, thus letting it to continue to operate. Mr. Subramanium questioned the legality of the circular when there was no non-bailable warrant against him. He said the circular should be examined in the light of the Maneka Gandhi judgment delivered by a seven-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court in 1978. The verdict held that any law curtailing personal liberty protected under Article 21 should be “just, fair and reasonable”. “The mere prescription of some kind of procedure cannot ever meet the mandate



of Article 21. The procedure prescribed by law has to be fair, just and reasonable, not fanciful, oppressive or arbitrary,” Justice Y.V. Chandrachud had written in his judgment. Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, who is part of the Bench hearing Mr. Karti’s case, is his son.



There’s proof, says CBI Additional Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta said its investigation had turned up material against Mr. Karti to show “jugglery of bank accounts, existence of properties and companies abroad”. Mr. Mehta handed over the investigation documents to the court. The court granted the CBI time till September 11 to file a rejoinder to Mr. Karti’s affidavit.



tions of the Indian Penal Code and those of the Prevention of Corruption Act against Martin Ardbo, the then president of AB Bofors, alleged middleman Win Chadda and the Hinduja brothers on January 22, 1990. The first charge sheet was filed on October 22, 1999 against Chadda, Italian businessman Ottavio Quattrocchi, then Defence Secretary S.K. Bhatnagar, Ardbo and the Bofors company. A supplementary charge sheet was filed against the Hinduja brothers in 2000. However, a CBI court discharged Quattrocchi from the case in March 2011. Quattrocchi fled India in July 1993 and died on July 13, 2013. Bhatnagar, Chadda and Ardbo too had died.



RSS meet discusses violence in Kerala Press Trust of India



Krishnadas Rajagopal



Karti Chidambaram, son of the former Union Minister P. Chidambaram, on Friday challenged the lookout circular issued by the government to prevent him from travelling abroad as an unfair impediment to his fundamental right to personal liberty. Mr. Karti is under the CBI scanner in connection with alleged kickbacks paid by INX Media for clearance from the Foreign Investment Promotion Board while his father was the Finance Minister. Arguing before a Bench led by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra, Mr. Karti, represented by counsel Gopal Subramanium, described the circular as a fetter on his fundamental right to free



Special Correspondent



Meeting with Amit Shah creates flutter



Srinagar



Prabhu keeps away from Rail Bhavan



Assam issues AFSPA order for State



Vrindavan



The attacks on RSS workers in Kerala and West Bengal came up for discussion on Friday at a Sangh Parivar meeting during which steps taken by the Centre to curb stone-throwing in Kashmir were lauded, RSS sources said. Senior RSS functionaries made presentations on the violence allegedly targeting Sangh workers in the two States, the sources said, adding that the situation in Kerala was deemed “particularly dangerous” and participants dubbed it a case of “state-sponsored” violence. The inaugural session of the three-day coordination exercise was addressed by RSS general secretary Suresh (Bhaiyyaji) Joshi and senior functionary Suresh



Soni. The participants included BJP chief Amit Shah. This is the first RSS conclave in Uttar Pradesh after the BJP came to power in the State earlier this year. The security situation in J&K was discussed on the first day of the meeting attended by top leaders of the saffron family, including RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat, and Mr. Shah, according to the Sangh’s Sahkar Bharti Mahamantri, Uday Joshi. Forty allied organisations of the Sangh are also taking part in the event being chaired by Mr. Bhagwat. At the end of session, Mr. Shah had a meeting with Mr. Bhagwat where front line RSS functionaries were present. Unconfirmed reports said the rejig of the Union Council of Ministers was discussed. A ND-NDE
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Lookout notice for Honeypreet



IN BRIEF



Role in Dera chief’s escape bid under lens SC orders care for minor rape victim



special correspondent CHANDIGARH



NEW DELHI



The Supreme Court on Friday made the Director, Department of Social Welfare, Chandigarh administration, the authority to provide necessary care and assistance to a 10-year-old rape victim who recently gave birth to a child after being denied abortion by the top court. PTI



NGT issues warrants against two States NEW DELHI



The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has issued bailable warrants against Haryana and Rajasthan for not submitting action plan on cleaning river Ganga. A Bench, headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Swatanter Kumar, objected to the absence of counsel for both States and their failure to submit report despite its July 13 order. PTI



Sacrifice of bovines to invite Gangsters Act SAMBHAL



In a strict order, authorities on Friday warned that the stringent Gangsters Act would be invoked against those who sacrifice cow, buffalo, camel or ox as ‘Qurbani’ during Bakrid on Saturday. The movable and immovable property of those involved in such a sacrifice will also be impounded. PTI



LPG price hiked by ₹7 per cylinder, ATF by 4% NEW DELHI



Subsidised cooking gas (LPG) price was on Friday raised by over ₹7 per cylinder, in line with the government’s decision to hike prices every month so that all subsidies are eliminated by this fiscalend. Simultaneously, oil companies also raised prices of aviation turbine fuel (ATF) by 4 per cent. PTI



SC to hear Rohingya plea for help Petitioners feared their execution, says counsel Krishnadas Rajagopal NEW DELHI



The Supreme Court on Friday agreed to hear an urgent plea made by two Rohingya Muslim immigrants against the government’s proposed move to deport their 40,000-strong refugee community back to their native Myanmar, where discrimination and possibly summary executions await them. A Bench of Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra and Justices A.M. Khanwilkar and D.Y. Chandrachud decided to hear the plea of Mohammad Salimullah and Mohammad Shaqir for protection of the life and liberty of their community on September 4.



Protection to life The duo, represented by advocates Prashant Bhushan and Pranav Sachdeva, said the Centre’s move to deport them violated the constitutional guarantee that the Indian state should “protect the life and liberty of every human being, whether citizen or not.” “If they are deported, they may be executed,” Mr. Bhushan submitted in an urgent mentioning. Recently, the National Human Rights Commission issued notice to the government on the proposed deportation plan.



In a mess: Rohingya refugees at Kalinidi Kunj in New Delhi on Friday. Panic struck the refugee community following media reports of a statement by Minister of State for Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju in Parliament in early August that the Central government has directed the States to identify and deport illegal immigrants, including Rohingya. “The proposed deportation is contrary to the constitutional protections of Article 14 (equality), Article 21 (right to life) and Article 51(c) (respect for international law and treaty obligations) of the Constitution... despite these constitutional and statutory requirements, the respondent 1 (Union) has failed to carry out their obligations to ensure protection to the Rohingya community by proposing to deport them to Myanmar,” the petition contended.



shiv sahay singh Kolkata



The West Bengal government will distribute identity cards issued by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to Rohigya children lodged in the juvenile justice homes of the State. The UNHCR says some 16,500 Rohingya from Myanmar are registered with it in India. “The government issues long-term visas to refugees which ease their access to public services and employment in the private sector. Because of some recent changes to the documenta-



No need for high value notes: Naidu



Sushma discusses bilateral issues with Sri Lankan President



Press Trust of India



Colombo



External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj on Friday met Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena and discussed bilateral matters, including the perceived delay in implementing Indiabacked projects on the island. The meeting took place at President Sirisena’s residence, a top source in Colombo told The Hindu. While Ms. Swaraj assured President Sirisena that New Delhi appreciated the domestic political challenges facing his government, she urged Colombo to expedite decision-making on Indian projects, the top source said, requesting anonymity. India assured Sri Lanka of its continued and fullest support, a statement from the President’s office said.



Govt. facing charges The national unity government led by President Siris-



Close allies: Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj with Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe in Colombo. AFP *



ena and Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe — from the rival parties SLFP and UNP — is under pressure. It faces large-scale corruption allegations in addition to a challenge from the SLFP faction led by former strongman Mahinda Rajapaksa, who has vowed to topple the government. The government’s agreements with foreign actors including China and India have come under sharp criti-



cism from sections in the country’s Sinhala-majority south.



Under negotiation The specifics of a host of India-supported development projects in Sri Lanka have been under negotiation since April 2017, when the neighbours signed an overarching MoU. Ms. Swaraj was in Colombo to participate in the Indian Ocean Conference, 2017.



Different versions Police sources said that police is working on some leads to trace Honeypreet’s whereabouts. While some leads suggested that she had gone into hiding after her father’s sentencing, others said she was in Sirsa.



SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA



Honeypreet Insan Honeypreet Insan has a controversial past. The Dera chief arranged her marriage to Vishwas Gupta, a Dera follower from Sirsa, in 1999. Dera insiders claim that when Honeypreet complained to Singh that her inlaws were demanding dowry, he adopted her as his daughter in 2009 and made Vishwas his son-in-law, which gave his business a big boost. But Gupta soon fell out with his father-in-law and, in 2011, approached the Punjab and Haryana High Court to seek custody of his wife from the Dera chief.



Children of refugees will get India to sign 4 pacts UNHCR cards in Bengal during BRICS summit



Concern in Colombo over delay in Indian projects Meera Srinivasan



*



The Haryana police have issued a lookout notice for Honeypreet Insan, the adopted daughter of jailed Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh. The police is probing her role in Singh’s alleged attempt to escape outside the Panchkula Court complex on August 25 after he was convicted in a rape case by a special Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) court. Panchkula Police Commissioner A.S. Chawla told reporters that lookout notices have been issued against Honeypreet and Aditya Insaan, a key Dera functionary.



tion processes, some refugees have reportedly been facing challenges in accessing public services and opening bank accounts... It is important for refugees to have access to employment and basic services. The UNHCR advocates that the longterm visas and refugee cards continue to be recognised to facilitate their access to these services,” the UNHCR India office told The Hindu. “The UNHCR refugee cards will be given to 24 juveniles who are staying in government homes. Twelve of them are at SMM Home in Liluah,” Ananya Chatterjee



Chakraborti, chairperson of the West Bengal Commission for Protection of Child Rights, said. While there are no fixed settlement of Rohingyas in West Bengal, most of them are in prisons. The data available for the period till August 2015 show that 83 Rohingyas, including women and children, are lodged in prisons and 27 had completed their term. Ms. Chakraborti said the cards would be distributed in the next few days. DEATH TOLL IN VIOLENCE IN MYANMAR NEARS 400 A PAGE 12



Kallol Bhattacherjee NEW DELHI



A week after the end of Doklam standoff, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Xiamen, China, to address the BRICS summit, where he is likely to take up regional and global issues. The External Affairs Ministry has said India will sign four BRICS-level agreements during the summit which will be followed by Mr. Modi’s three-day visit to Myanmar. “Discussions during the restricted session of BRICS will focus on global economic issues, national se-



curity, and development-related issues which will be followed by a plenary session when leaders will discuss practical cooperation and cultural exchanges,” said Raveesh Kumar, Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson.



Xi-Modi meet? The spokesperson, however, refused to confirm if a bilateral meeting would take place between Mr. Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the summit and indicated that details are still sketchy.



Amaravati



Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu on Friday said that ₹2,000 and ₹500 currency notes are not needed, though he stopped short of demanding their abolition. “We don’t need ₹2,000 and ₹500 currency notes. Small (denomination) notes (₹200 and ₹100) are enough. We have to go for online transactions in a big way so that ultimately corruption is rooted out,” he said. Mr. Naidu, an ally of the BJP, did not specifically seek the abolition of the ₹2,000 and ₹500 notes, but added that their absence will bring down “distribution of money in elections”. Mr. Naidu had welcomed the demonetisation announcement by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on November 8 last year but expressed reservations over the introduction of ₹2,000 notes.



Adani, SAAB tie up to build fighter jets The Make-in-India deal will be contingent upon Adani being shortlisted by IAF special correspondent



ficials drew attention to the latter’s experience in industrial engineering, system integration and mega project execution capabilities.



NEW DELHI



As the Indian Air Force (IAF) gears up to issue a multibillion dollar tender for over a 100 single engine fighter jets, the Adani group on Friday announced a collaboration with Swedish defence major SAAB to manufacture Gripen fighter jets in India, if selected. “Our plans in India are to create a new defence eco system that would involve many partners, vendors and suppliers… Building new fighters is very similar to doing high technology projects in energy sector,” said Hakan Buskhe, president and CEO of SAAB. However, the partnership would be contingent upon Adani being shortlisted in the evaluation process. CM YK



Taking flight: SAAB will do ‘complete technology transfer including the source codes’ to India SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



Announcing the collaboration, Gautam Adani, chairman, Adani Group, said the partnership in “aerospace and defence sectors will help establish new production lines in India, generate employment and build sustainable skills.” Sweetening the offer on



the Gripen, Mr. Buskhe said SAAB would do complete technology transfer including the “source codes” to India. So far, Adani has no presence in the defence sector and no experience in the manufacturing space either. However SAAB and Adani of-



SP model IAF is expected to begin the process in the next few months for a single engine fighter aircraft to replace the Russian Mig-21s and Mig-27s in service. The procurement would be under the recently promulgated Strategic Partnership (SP) model of the Defence Procurement Procedure (DPP). The deal for 100 plus fighter aircraft is estimated to be worth over ₹60,000 crore. The IAF is in urgent need of new aircraft to augment its falling fighter strength. Out of a sanctioned strength of 42 squadrons, it has 33. A ND-NDE
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ELSEWHERE



Pillay chosen as acting Singapore President



Kenya’s Supreme Court annuls presidential vote



Marathon search on for Harvey survivors in Texas 44 feared dead in the State; at least one million displaced



Also orders new elections within 60 days; President Kenyatta calls for calm



Agence France-Presse



Reuters



A week after Hurricane Harvey came ashore in Texas, rescuers kept up a marathon search for survivors on Friday as large pockets of land remained under water after one of the costliest natural disasters to hit the U.S. The storm has displaced more than one million people with 44 feared dead from flooding that paralysed Houston, swelled river levels to record highs and knocked out the drinking water supply in Beaumont, Texas, a city of about 1,20,000 people.



Port Arthur/Houston



SINGAPORE



J.Y. Pillay, an Indian-origin veteran civil servant, was on Friday appointed as Singapore’s acting President until a new head of state is sworn in later this month. Mr. Pillay, 83, took over from Tony Tan Keng Yam who completed a six-year term on Thursday. PTI



U.S. intends to work with Pakistan: Mattis WASHINGTON



The U.S. intends to work with Pakistan to take down terrorists, Defence Secretary Jim Mattis has said, asserting that this is what a “responsible” nation does. His remarks remarks came after the State Department notified the Congress of its intent to pause about $255 million of military aid. PTI



China criminalises anthem’s misuse BEIJING



Anyone who mocks China’s national anthem faces up to 15 days in police detention after Parliament criminalised such acts in a new law on Friday. The law bans its use as background music and in advertisements, rules out playing it at “inappropriate occasions” and prescribes detention for any “distorted” renditions. Reuters



Russia vows to respond ‘harshly’ to U.S. measures MOSCOW



Russia said on Friday that it would respond harshly to any U.S. measures designed to hurt it, a day after the U.S. told Moscow to close its San Francisco consulate and buildings in Washington and New York. “We’ll react as soon as we finish our analysis,” Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov told students in Moscow. “We will respond harshly to things that damage us.” Reuters



Nairobi



Kenya’s Supreme Court on Friday nullified President Uhuru Kenyatta’s election win citing irregularities and ordered a new poll within 60 days, a rare move in Africa where judicial power is often seen as an extension of government. The ruling, broadcast to a stunned nation on national television, sets up a new race for the presidency between Kenyatta, 55, and veteran opponent Raila Odinga, 72. Mr. Kenyatta called for calm and respect for the ruling, while Mr. Odinga’s cheering supporters paraded in the streets of his western Kenyan heartland. Last month’s election results sparked protests and sporadic violence that killed at least 28 people.



Violence in 2007 Kenya, a trade gateway to East Africa, has a history of disputed votes. A row over the 2007 poll, which Mr. Odinga challenged after being declared loser, was followed by weeks of ethnic bloodshed that killed more than 1,200 people. Judge David Maraga announced the Supreme Court’s verdict that was backed by four of the six judges, saying the declaration of Mr. Kenyatta’s victory was “invalid, null and void”. Details of the ruling will be released within 21 days. In the court room, Mr. Odinga pumped his fist in the air. Outside, Mr. Kenyatta’s supporters grumbled. But there was no sign of frustrations spilling over into anger on the streets. The judge said the election board “failed, neglected or refused to conduct the presidential election in a



Elated by outcome: Opposition leader Raila Odinga smiles and waves to a crowd of his supporters following the verdict. AP *



manner consistent with the dictates of the Constitution”. Kenya’s judiciary went through sweeping changes after 2007 election violence, on a continent where many Africans complain of judiciaries that rubber stamp government or presidential decisions. “The court has made its decision. We respect it. We don’t agree with it. And again, I say peace,” Mr. Kenyatta told the nation in a televised address. “That is the nature of democracy.” Official results had given Mr. Kenyatta 54.3% of the vote, compared to Mr. Odinga’s 44.7%, a lead of 1.4 million votes. Mr. Kenyatta’s ruling party also swept the legislature. “For the first time in history of African democratisation a ruling has been made by a court nullifying irregular elections for the President,” Mr. Odinga said, adding that members of the election board “belong in jail” for



Death toll in violence against Rohingya in Myanmar nears 400 38,000 have crossed into Bangladesh in a week, says UN



their conduct. An election board official said there would be personnel changes, but it was not clear if that would be enough for the Opposition. Sweeping out the whole board would complicate efforts to hold a new poll within two months. International observers had said they saw no sign of manipulation of voting and tallying at polling stations.



Counting of votes But the election board was slow posting forms showing polling station results online. Thousands were missing when official results were declared, so opponents could not check totals. Court experts said some documents lacked official stamps or had figures that did not match official tallies. “Its historic and it could potentially be a moment that consolidates Kenya’s democratic credentials,” said Crisis Group analyst Murithi Mutiga, adding that the fate



of the election board could “trigger a crisis” if there was no consensus. In a nation of more than 40 ethnic groups, tribal loyalties often trump policy at election time. Mr. Kenyatta’s Kikuyu is the biggest of Kenya’s tribes but still a minority. Mr. Odinga is a Luo. Many voters in the west of Kenya, Mr. Odinga’s stronghold, and on the coast, where many of the nation’s Muslims live and traditionally another region of opposition support, feel neglected by central government. Mr. Odinga has contested the last three elections and lost each time. After each one, he has claimed the votes were marred by rigging. In 2013, the Supreme Court dismissed his petition. This time, his team focused on proving the process for tallying and transmitting results was flawed, rather than proving how much of the vote was rigged.



Economic cost With the presence of waterborne contaminants a growing concern, the National Weather Service issued flood watches from Arkansas into Ohio on Friday as the remnants of the storm made their way through the



Troubling waters: Homes sit in floods caused by Tropical Storm Harvey in Port Arthur, Texas. AP *



U.S. heartland. Moody’s Analytics estimated the economic cost from Harvey for southeastern Texas at $51 billion to $75 billion, ranking it among the costliest storms in U.S. history. Much of the damage has been to Houston, the U.S. energy hub. At least 44 people were dead or feared



dead in six counties including and around Houston, officials said. Another 19 remained missing. Some 7,79,000 Texans have been told to leave their homes and another 9,80,000 fled voluntarily amid dangers of new flooding from swollen rivers and reservoirs, according to federal estimates.



Houston’s Mosques stay open to evacuees on Id al-Adha Associated Press



n the eve of the Id alAdha festival, one of Islam’s holiest days, the mosque became the temporary home for 15 of the thousands of Harvey evacuees, Muslim and nonMuslim. And though it was to host hundreds of people during the Friday morning prayer, the mosque’s leaders were clear about one fact: no matter how many people attended the prayers, the evacuees weren’t going anywhere. “They are the No. 1 priority. They will not be disturbed, they will not be displaced, they will not be



O



moved,” said M.J. Khan, the president of the Islamic Society of Greater Houston, which operates the Champions mosque and several others that are providing shelter.



Participants in recovery Houston’s Muslim community, an estimated 2,00,000 people, has opened many of its community centres and sent hundreds of volunteers to serve food and deliver donations. Some have rescued neighbours from high water. Islamic leaders and scholars say the work underscores the spirit of the



festival, which coincides with the hajj. “The ultimate goal of holding and practising all of these rituals... is to help others,” said Imam Hassan Qazwini, leader of a Detroitarea mosque and one of the top Shia Muslim leaders in the United States. His mosque, the Islamic Institute of America, is dedicating this Id to raising money for storm victims, and state and national Islamic organisations also have been spearheading similar efforts. “I believe opening your door on the day of Id for refugees and people in need is a form of worship itself,” he said.



Assets of Sharif could be seized Press Trust of India Lahore



Haroon Habib Dhaka



Nearly 400 people have died in fighting that has rocked Myanmar’s northwest for a week, new official data show, making it probably the deadliest bout of violence to engulf the country’s Rohingya Muslim minority in decades. The clashes and ensuing Army crackdown have killed about 370 Rohingya insurgents, but also 13 security forces, two government officials and 14 civilians, the Myanmar military said on Thursday. In the neighbouring Bangladesh, a total of 41 bodies of the Rohingya had been recovered from the Naf river till Friday. Of the 18 bodies recovered on Friday, seven were of women and nine of children. While some of the Rohingya people reportedly drowned after the boats they were using to cross the border into Bangladesh capsized, others



Outcasts everywhere: People from the Rohingya community at Shah Porir Deep, in Teknak, Bangladesh. AP *



were believed to have been killed a few days ago, said local people and the police. Meanwhile 12 more Rohingya were admitted in hospitals in Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar with bullet wounds. Border Guard Bangladesh has set up a medical camp for those stranded in the no man’s land along the Naikhyangchhari border and waiting to enter Bangladesh. Some 200-300 refugees have been seeking treatment



daily, said Dr. Mohammad Shahidul Islam. Despite Bangladesh’s repeated refusal to take further refugees from Myanmar, reports from all border points on Friday said that thousands of Rohingya people have already entered Bangladesh in a desperate attempt to escape the violence. United Nations says around 38,000 Rohingya have crossed into Bangladesh from Myanmar. (Inputs from Reuters)



Pakistan’s anti-graft watchdog, investigating corruption charges against ousted Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and his three children, is mulling freezing of their assets and bank accounts, a media report said on Friday. The National Accountability Bureau (NAB)’s Lahore division has forwarded four cases against the Sharif family, proposing the steps against Mr. Sharif and his children Hussain, Hassan and Maryam Nawaz, The News International reported.



Dar’s property The NAB’s Lahore office has also proposed to confiscate all moveable and immoveable properties of Finance Minister Ishaq Dar, the report said. It has also proposed to place Mr. Dar’s name on the Exit Control List, which would prohibit him from leaving the country.



N. Korea varsity to function sans U.S. staff Americans prohibited from visiting country following a new travel ban the Korean peninsula have escalated significantly.



Reuters Seoul



Pyongyang University of Science and Technology (PUST), North Korea’s only Western-funded university, will start the fall semester without its dozens of American staff after failing to secure exemptions to a U.S. travel ban that starts on Friday. PUST — home to the largest concentration of foreigners in the reclusive state — plans to revise courses and teaching schedules but its largely English-based curriculum will be heavily impacted, two sources familiar with PUST’s operations said. PUST was founded in 2010 by a Korean American evangelical Christian with the goal of helping North Korea’s future elite learn the CM YK



Academic diplomacy: Students at the Pyongyang University of Science and Technology with visiting American students in a 2012 photo. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS *



skills to modernise the isolated country and engage with the outside world. In mid-July, however, the U.S. State Department announced a ban on Americans travelling to North Korea



following the death earlier this year of an American student who had been detained by the state while on a tour. It advised U.S. citizens living there to leave. Since then, tensions on



60 U.S. citizens Of the roughly 130 foreigners at PUST including faculty members, staffers and family members, about 60 were U.S. citizens, one of the sources said, asking not to be named. None had received special permission to stay and all have now left Pyongyang. The ban makes North Korea the only country in the world Americans are currently banned by the State Department from visiting. The university was seen as a rare experiment in academic diplomacy with a country increasingly entirely isolated from the rest of the world due to tightening sanctions. A ND-NDE



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



THE HINDU



BUSINESS 11



NOIDA/DELHI



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2017



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



market watch 01-09-2017



% CHANGE



Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 31,892 ddddddddddddddd0.51 US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddd 64.02 ddddddddddddd -0.19 Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 30,200 ddddddddddddddd0.50 Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 52.52 ddddddddddddddd0.38



‘India’s growth will rebound to 7%-7.5%’ No link between economic slowdown and demonetisation: NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



NIFTY 50 PRICE CHANGE



ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1818.05. . . . . . . 17.80 Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 394.90. . . . . . . . . 1.95 Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 282.60. . . . . . . . . 2.25 Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1215.90. . . . . . . 47.35 Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 758.60. . . . . . . 33.35 Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 507.55. . . . . . . . . 7.20 Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2916.35. . . . . 101.85 Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 138.25. . . . . . . . . 0.40 Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 422.55. . . . . . . . -5.15 Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22167.95. . . . . 181.15 BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 537.40. . . . . . . . . 8.40 Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 568.40. . . . . . . . -3.50 Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 238.65. . . . . . . . . 1.25 Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2217.55. . . . . 196.65 Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 31772.40. . . . . 321.55 GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 384.15. . . . . . . . . 5.85 HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 865.75. . . . . . . . . 0.45 HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1759.55. . . . . . -17.35 HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1767.60. . . . . . . . -8.85 Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 4048.95. . . . . . . 53.85 Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 243.75. . . . . . . . . 5.75 Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1216.15. . . . . . . . -3.60 Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1222.45. . . . . . . . . 6.95 ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 298.30. . . . . . . . . 0.25 IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1692.25. . . . . . . 35.50 Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 379.70. . . . . . . . . 4.50 Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 919.95. . . . . . . . . 5.00 Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 448.30. . . . . . . . -6.40 ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283.60. . . . . . . . . 1.35 Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 992.55. . . . . . . 16.55 L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1139.20. . . . . . . . . 2.90 Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 995.55. . . . . . . 16.10 M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1347.60. . . . . . . . . 2.80 Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7812.30. . . . . 112.00 NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 168.25. . . . . . . . -0.50 ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159.95. . . . . . . . . 3.00 PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 216.50. . . . . . . . -2.75 Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1610.10. . . . . . . 15.60 State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 277.85. . . . . . . . . 0.10 Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 486.20. . . . . . . . . 5.05 Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 390.85. . . . . . . 14.30 Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 224.55. . . . . . . . . 5.80 Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80.10. . . . . . . . . 0.85 Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 651.20. . . . . . . 13.15 TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2456.45. . . . . . -39.90 Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 423.40. . . . . . . . -4.75 UltraTech Cement . .. . . . 3999.60. . . . . . . . -0.80 Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 314.95. . . . . . . . . 6.05 Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 296.45. . . . . . . . -2.65 YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1776.45. . . . . . . 23.40 Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 523.65. . . . . . . . . 4.15



The new Vice-Chairman of NITI Aayog Rajiv Kumar on Friday said he was confident that India’s growth would rebound to 7%-7.5% in the current quarter after declining for five consecutive quarters. He also categorically dismissed any link between the slowdown in growth and demonetisation. As per official data released on Thursday, India’s GDP grew at 5.7% between April to June this year, the slowest pace in 13 quarters. “I am confident that in the July-September quarter, economy will grow by minimum 7-7.5% because re-stocking has started, there is more clarity on the GST and there is prediction for a good monsoon,” said Dr. Kumar, who took charge on Friday, succeeding Arvind Panagariya, who had resigned. Dr. Kumar said there cannot be any link between de-



Fresh start: New Vice-Chairman of Niti Aayog, Dr. Rajiv Kumar, addressing the media on Friday. PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXENA *



monetisation and slowdown in GDP because re-monetisation started in the first week of January. “It was only a sixweek period between November 8 and December 31 that saw some shortage of currency…so to say that April-June decline in GDP is because of demonetisation is completely false.” He reasoned that the de-



cline was mainly due to the fact that the April-June quarter saw active de-stocking by firms in anticipation of GST. “I must plead with you to not take this blip… this quarter’s figure… as any kind of a trend. With due respects to my mentor Dr. Manmohan Singh, this quarterly data cannot be used to say look: I told you



that GDP will drop by 2%,” said Dr. Kumar, who termed the Niti Aayog VC job as a dream job for any economist. Recalling the words of a “wise old man standing in a bank queue” who told him why demonetisation made sense, Dr. Kumar said, “Sometimes, you need to take 2-3 steps back, before you leap forward.” Historically, every country which had taken on fundamental governance reforms had seen shrinkage in output, he pointed out. Citing the surge in private firms lining up for IPOs to raise funds and the buoyancy in the capital markets, Dr. Kumar said that private investment was picking up. Terming the revival of private investment his major priority after job creation, he said that India was a country of entrepreneurs and private investors who accounted for 70% to 80% of total investments. “We have to make



sure that the domestic investor sees this country [as] where his role and contribution is appreciated so that private investment can pick up again.”



‘Demand deflation’ The corporate sector wants to invest because that’s the business they are in. “If they are not investing, and this is changing already as a large number of IPOs are now lined up, it has been because there has been a demand deflation. There are excess capacities in the system and a large number of corporate houses are stuck with weak balance sheets.” Terming employment his top priority, Dr. Kumar said it was not important if India faced unemployment or under-employment. “The key is to generate jobs. Here, the demand side is important. We keep focusing on then supply side of skills and education alone.”



August factory output rebounds, PMI shows



Centre tells PSBs to begin merger process ‘immediately’



Surge in new business spurs index



Waives need for Competition Commission clearance
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Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 43.20. . . . . (42.90) 22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,845. . . . . (2,821)



Factory output grew unexpectedly in August to bring the manufacturing sector back into growth zone on a surge in new business orders after the GST-related contraction in July, a monthly survey showed. The Nikkei India Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) rebounded to 51.2 in August from a low of 47.9 in the previous month, indicating a substantial turnaround from July’s contraction amid confusion over GST. A reading above 50 indicates expansion, while a score below this mark means contraction.



The Centre late on Thursday dashed off a letter to public sector banks asking them to start the merger process immediately and their respective boards to take up the issue. The government said the approval requirement of Competition Commission to expedite mergers among PSBs had been done away with. According to senior bank officials who received the communication, the government cited the Narasimham committee report and highlighted the need for large-sized bank that could fund the huge infrastructure need of the country. Bankers



IBC: ‘NCLT decided over 655 cases’



PM tells tax authorities to bring all traders into GST net



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA



Asks officers to design a system for this ‘category’



EXCHANGE RATES Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4 p.m. on September 1 CURRENCY



TT BUY



TT SELL



US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 63.82. . . . . . . 64.14 Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 76.13. . . . . . . 76.52 British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 82.64. . . . . . . 83.06 Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.98. . . . . . . 58.29 Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.73. . . . . . . . . 9.78 Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.56. . . . . . . 66.90 Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 47.14. . . . . . . 47.38 Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . .. . 51.31. . . . . . . 51.58 Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 14.94. . . . . . . 15.03 Source:Indian Bank



BULLION RATES



CHENNAI



September 1 rates in rupees with previous rates in parentheses



NEW DELHI



The NCLT has so far decided more than 655 cases under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code while all efforts are made to stick to the timelines, the tribunal’s President Justice (Retd) M. M. Kumar said. A case is taken up for resolution under the Code only after getting clearance from the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT). “We have already decided at the NCLT more than 655 cases under the IBC. “We have made all efforts to keep the time line,” Kumar said here at an event to launch a book and a website on the Code. Some corporate debtors have also tried to misuse provisions of the Code and the tribunal has discouraged it.



The PMI comes a day after data showed Q1 GDP growth slipping to a three-year low. The data assumes significance as it comes a day after data showed the economic growth slipping to a three-year low of 5.7%, primarily due to headwinds from manufacturing.



Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Tax officials should make every effort to bring all traders, including smaller businesses with turnover of less than ₹20 lakh, into the Goods and Services Tax (GST) net, Prime Minister Narendra Modi told taxmen on Friday. Currently, traders with less than ₹20 lakh annual turnover have to register under GST only if they are supplying goods to other States. “The Prime Minister said that in order to enable all traders to take the maximum benefit of GST, we should work towards ensuring that all traders, including even relatively smaller traders with a turnover of below ₹20 lakh, should register with the GST system.



The move will help all traders to derive maximum benefit.



He asked the officers to make efforts in this regard by designing a system for this category,” an official statement from the Prime Minister’s Office said. Urging tax officials to fix clear targets for sprucing up tax administration by 2022, the PM said his government was creating an environment that shattered the con-



said this was the first time in recent history that an official communication had come from the government to the banks asking them to start the merger process.



Larger framework The Centre has provided a broad framework to the banks to take the merger exercise forward. According to the framework, once the board approves the merger plan, it has to be sent to the ‘alternative mechanism’approved by the Union Cabinet last week. Banks have also been asked to seek the banking regulator’s view regarding their proposal. SBI Caps has also been given the man-



date to identify synergies among the banks that could be merged. “The government wants the merger proposal to come from the bank boards,” said a senior public sector banker, on condition of anonymity. Bankers said the government had also started preparing the ground to remove certain hurdles for consolidation, such as doing away with the approval from Competition Commission. Some bankers said the government would wait till the Q2 results, which will be out by the first week of November, before finally deciding which bank will be merged with whom.



Shifting gears: Hyundai Motor India Ltd. registered 9% growth in its domestic sales at 47,103 units. REUTERS *



Automobile sales gain pace on monsoon ‘Momentum to continue till festivals’ N. Anand CHENNAI



Aided by good monsoon and positive consumer sentiment ahead of the festival season, car makers reported strong sales performance in August. Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors and Honda Cars have reported a robust increase in sales of passenger vehicles during August compared to the same period last year. The country’s largest car maker Maruti Suzuki India (MSI) reported a 23.8% increase in total sales at 1.64 lakh units in August 2017 against 1.32 lakh units in the year-ago period. MSI’s domestic sales stood at 1.52 lakh units, up 26.7% from 1.20 lakh units in August last year. Sales of the compact segment comprising Swift, Estilo, Dzire and Baleno rose by 62.4% to 74,012 units from 45,579 units in the year-ago period. However, sales of mini segment cars, including Alto and WagonR, witnessed a marginal decline to 35,428 units from 35,490 units.



Hyundai sales Hyundai Motor India Ltd (HMIL) registered 9% growth in its domestic sales at 47,103 units. HMIL attributed the substantial growth to the successful roll out of the Next Gen Verna. Rakesh Srivastava, Director (Sales and Marketing), HMIL said: “ With the spread of mon-



soon and a strong product portfolio, we see strong buying in the coming festive season.” Tata Motors posted 14% increase in its passenger and commercial vehicle sales (including exports) at 48,988 vehicles against 43,000 vehicles sold in August 2016. The company’s domestic sales of commercial and passenger vehicles for August 2017 were at 45,906 units, marking an increase of 26%. This was primarily due to growing demand across segments and increased positive customer sentiments, the company said. The continued rampup in production of BS-IV vehicles since April 2017 also helped the sales push, it added. Mahindra and Mahindra (M&M) reported 4% increase in total sales at 42,116 vehicles. The passenger vehicles segment (which includes utility vehicles, cars and vans) accounted for 19,325 vehicles against 18,246 vehicles. Rajan Wadhera, president, Automotive Sector, M&M, said: “This upsurge in demand has been due to good monsoons and our rural penetration. “Our brands continue to gain traction despite several external challenges. As we get into festive season, we are confident of a good growth over the next couple of months,” Mr. Wadhera said.



fidence of the corrupt, while creating trust among honest taxpayers — through measures such as demonetisation and implementation of stringent laws against black money and benami properties. Speaking to tax administrators at the Rajasva Gyan Sangam conference, he said he was dismayed at the huge pendancy of tax-related cases where huge sums of money, that could have been used for the welfare of the poor, were locked up. He asked the officers to use data analytical tools to pro-actively track and determine undeclared income. Mr. Modi also asked taxmen to improve their work-culture and inculcate a “sense of urgency” and “measurability” in their performance.



Switzerland for early India-EFTA pact Free trade and investment agreements will boost economic ties: Doris Leuthard was ready to address any questions on IPR or concerns on data security, she added.



Special Correspondent New Delhi



The early conclusion of the proposed Free Trade Agreement(FTA) between India and European Free Trade Association (EFTA) as well as an investment protection framework would boost economic ties between the two sides, said Switzerland President Doris Leuthard on Friday. EFTA members include Switzerland, Iceland, Norway and Liechtenstein. Speaking at a business session here, Ms.Leuthard said while Switzerland was aware of the sensitivities of both the sides on the pact, “we want to bring the (FTA) negotiations that have been running between India and EFTA since 2008 to an end.” “I am sure that in this visit, we will have a better understanding and the push by the Indian Prime Minister and me will help the ministers conclude the pending questions,” Ms.Leuthard CM YK



Trade talk: Ms. Leuthard says her country wants to bring the FTA negotiations, running since 2008, to an end. PTI *



said. She added, “I would really like to have India as a strong economic partner with trade agreement and an investment protection framework to be the base of the new era of cooperation.” In her address, Commerce and Industry Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said, “I will definitely sit with my team who are going to meet (with EFTA officials) by end of September, that they look into every issue and



wherever they need political guidance and support, we are willing to give that.” She said India was keen on concluding negotiations for the pact as it would benefit both sides. On the issue of intellectual property rights (IPR), she said India’s IPR regime was in compliance with the global rules and “we shall ensure that the patent, copyrights and trademark rights of any individual or company is respected.” India



Data security On the data security issues, Ms. Leuthard said data owners’ rights have to be protected to promote investments. “Internet is evolving at a rapid pace but there is a regulatory gap. How do we close that gap, that needs to be deliberated upon,” she said. Ms. Sitharaman said though the topic was discussed at the World Economic Forum at Davos more discussions were required. She sought greater participation at the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) to be held in Geneva in December. “Safer Internet for everyone is a way forward...I invite you all,” she said. India-EFTA trade fell to $19 billion in 2016-17 from $21.5 billion in 2015-16. The trade balance was in favour of EFTA members. A ND-NDE
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IN BRIEF



U.S. court rules in favour of Dr. Reddy’s in patent litigation



ABCL lists on NSE, closes at ₹237.5



Overrules Indivior’s infringement claim on generic version of Suboxone



Aditya Birla Capital Limited (ABCL), formerly known as Aditya Birla Financial Services Limited, got listed on Friday at an opening price of ₹250 on theNational Stock Exchange (NSE), implying a market capitalisation of more than ₹55,000 crore. After touching a high of ₹255, it closed at ₹237.5. The listing was the culmination of an arrangement under which Aditya Birla Nuvo was merged with Grasim Industries and the financial services business was subsequently demerged into Aditya Birla Capital. Aditya Birla Group Chairman, Mr. Kumar Mangalam Birla, rang the opening bell to signal the listing of ABCL. ABCL is the holding company of all the financial services businesses of the Aditya Birla Group.



Special Correspondent Mumbai



an unnamed spokesperson. Reckitt Benckiser had developed Suboxone sublingual film using MonoSol Rx’s PharmFilm technology. In December 2014, Reckitt Benckiser de-merged its pharmaceuticals business as Indivior. The USFDA has approved Suboxone film in four strengths, the firm said.



Special Correspondent HYDERABAD



Jeep Compass crosses 10,000 bookings MUMBAI



Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA) India said it had received more than 10,000 bookings for its Jeep Compass SUV, manufactured in India. Kevin Flynn, president and managing director, FCA India said, “The Made-in-India Jeep Compass has gained remarkable traction in the market since we opened the order books in June.” The SUV range starts from ₹14.95 lakh (ex-Delhi).



Hyundai Verna receives 7,000 bookings CHENNAI



Hyundai Motor India Ltd. has received more than 7,000 bookings and 70,000 enquires for its Next Gen Verna within 10 days of its roll out. Y.K. Koo, managing director and chief executive officer, HMIL said: “The fifth generation Next Gen Verna is a true expression of a super sedan which is intelligent by design with human technology connect. It is a trendsetter and game changer product creating new benchmarks in its segment.”



Lynk introduces transit insurance for ₹10 CHENNAI



Lynk Logistics, a Chennaibased logistics tech start-up, has partnered with the Oriental Insurance Company to introduce transit insurance at a cost of ₹10 per trip. A user has to insure the goods in transit within Chennai for ₹10, excluding GST, per trip. It provides cover up to ₹5 lakh worth of goods. Abinav Raja, co-founder, Lynk Logistics said: “We have rolled out this feature in Chennai and will soon introduce in other cities.”



CM YK



A U.S. District Court has issued a judgement in favour of Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories, ruling that the proposed generic version of Suboxone (buprenorphine and naloxone) sublingual film does not infringe the patents as asserted by Indivior. Suboxone is indicated for the maintenance treatment of opioid dependence. The proposed generic version “does not infringe US Patent nos. 8,017,150; 8,603,514 and 8,900,497 as asserted by Indivior,” Dr. Reddy’s said in a release announcing the U.S. District Court of Delaware judgement of August 31.



Shares surge The development saw Dr. Reddy’s shares gaining 9.75%



Third umpire: Indivior has said it intends to appeal against the Delaware court’s judgment . GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK *



to close at ₹2,217.35 on the BSE on Friday. Intra-day the stock touched a high of ₹2,230.20. “We are pleased with the verdict... the judgment reiterates our commitment to



‘Identify farmers, labs via app technology’ Teaotia for use of traceability systems



providing affordable and innovative medicines that address the unmet and undermet needs of patients around the world,” the release from Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories said, quoting



Indivior to appeal Indivior intends to appeal against the judgement. In a communication, filed with the London Stock Exchange, the company’s CEO Shaun Thaxter described the news as “disappointing to Indivior given the belief that the company has in its intellectual property for Suboxone film. We will appeal the ruling and defend our intellectual property.”



Fast and furious: The new Octavia RS 230 is targeted at people into car racing and high speed junkies.



Skoda Auto unveils ‘fastest ever’ Octavia Special Correspondent MUMBAI



Czech auto maker Skoda Auto India has introduced its performance car Octavia RS 230 at an ex-showroom price of ₹24.63 lakh. The new Octavia RS is targeted at people into car racing and looking to enjoy the thrill of high speed driving, according to Skoda. The car delivers 169 kW (230 PS) from its 2.0 TSI tur-



Coal wage talks stall, both sides to meet on Sept. 18 Discord over jobs on compassionate grounds: union leaders



bocharged petrol engine which can accelerate from 0 to 100 km per hour in 6.8 seconds. Unveiling the car at a racetrack near Mumbai, Ashutosh Dixit, director, sales, service and marketing, Skoda Auto India said, “The Octavia RS transforms Skoda’s century long motorsports legacy into the fastest ever Octavia produced in India.”



‘AI will act against defaulting vendors’ Terms of service to be enforced: CMD Press Trust of India



Special Correspondent New Delhi



Indrani Dutta



Commerce secretary Rita Teaotia on Friday called for greater use of mobile app technology and integrated traceability systems to identify the farmers and laboratories from where farm produce is sourced and tested. “It is important to make best use of technology so that problem areas can be tracked and solutions found,” she said. Ms. Teaotia was speaking at the unveiling of a new mobile application with an integrated traceability system ‘Hortinet’. The app was developed by Agricultural and Pro-



KOLKATA



cessed Food Products Export Development Authority for facilitating farm registration, testing and certification of fruits and vegetables for export from India to regions such as the European Union. The mobile app will allow farmers to apply online to facilitate their farm registration.



Talks on the National Coal Wage Agreement failed to make headway despite several rounds of negotiations that ran late into Thursday night. The pact would cover more than three lakh employees in the subsidiaries of Coal India Ltd. and Singareni Collieries Company Ltd. Though there was some agreement between the four major central unions and the managements on ‘the minimum guaranteed benefit’ whereby workers would get a 20% rise in basic wages and 4% rise in allowances,



Pact would cover over 3 lakh coal PSU workers. REUTERS *



the talks stalled mainly on three issues, including two relating to providing employment on compassionate grounds, trade union leaders said. “Coal India is seeking to change this, offering only



compensation,” a senior union leader said. There was also discord over the management’s efforts to run the mines for 365 days in lieu of the present system of having a fixed off-day (usually Sunday). The two sides have agreed to meet again on September 18 and 19. The CIL Board approved a ₹527 crore boost to its revenue through certain changes in elements of pricing like sizing. On Friday, S. Bhattacharyya relinquished charge as CMD of CIL on attaining superannuation. Gopal Singh, Central Coalfields Ltd. chief, will now hold additional charge of CIL.



New Delhi



Air India will not hesitate to take action against vendors who default on their services, the airline’s chief Rajiv Bansal said as he works on improving the overall efficiency of the airline.



Rodent incident Taking a serious note of the recent incident where a rodent was spotted on a DelhiSan Francisco flight, Mr. Bansal has ordered penalty to be imposed on the caterer concerned after looking into the matter. “We will take action against anybody who de-



Rajiv Bansal.



*



PTI



faults on our SLAs (Service Level Agreements). We will not hesitate to take action if there is a violation,” Mr. Bansal told PTI in an interview. Mr. Bansal, a senior IAS officer, took charge as Chairman and MD of Air India on August 24.



A ND-NDE
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TV PICKS US Open: SS Select 1 & 2 (SD & HD), 8 p.m.



IN BRIEF



‘Dhoni not even half finished yet’ Shastri says experimentation and rotation will be the key, endorses selectors’ decision on fitness INDIA IN LANKA Press Trust of India Colombo



Rooney arrested on suspicion of drink-driving LONDON



Everton striker Wayne Rooney has been arrested on suspicion of drink-driving, the BBC and Sky Sports reported on Friday. The BBC said 31-year-old Rooney was stopped by police near his home in Cheshire, northwest England, on Thursday night. Rooney was seen posing in a selfie with cricketer Jack McIver in a bar in Alderley Edge earlier that day. McIver shared the photo of the pair in the Bubble Room on Instagram with the comment: “International Break #legend”. AFP



LA Lakers fined over Paul George issue NEW YORK



The Los Angeles Lakers has been fined $500,000 for making an illegal approach to Paul George while he was under contract at the Indiana Pacers, the NBA announced on Thursday. A statement from the NBA said the Lakers had been found in violation of anti-tampering rules designed to prevent teams from tapping up players under contract elsewhere. An independent investigation found general manager Rob Pelinka made contact with George’s agent. AFP



UEFA probes PSG over Neymar deal UEFA opened a “formal investigation” into Paris Saint-Germain on Friday after the French club broke the world transfer record to sign Neymar. European football’s governing body said it would look at whether PSG had violated its Financial Fair Play rules. “The investigation will focus on the compliance of the club with the break-even requirement, particularly in light of its recent transfer activity,” UEFA said. AFP



Doctors give the nod for Woods to play again Doctors have given Tiger Woods the green light to swing a club again as the 14-time Major winner takes aim at a return to professional golf. The 41year-old American received medical clearance to start practising and tweeted a video on Thursday of him hitting balls with a pitching wedge. “(Doctor) gave me the OK to start pitching,” Woods wrote. Woods last played in a competitive tournament at the Dubai Desert Classic in January. AFP



Chenai starts well Sports Bureau Moscow



Kynan Chenai started well with rounds of 25 and 24 in men’s trap in the shotgun World championship on Friday. With 49 out of 50, Kynan was on par with 11 others, while three led with 50, in a strong field of 147 shooters. Zoravar Singh Sandhu shot 47 and Birendeep Sodhi 46. Among junior men, Lakshay (47) was the best. Three led on 49, while Akash Saharan (46) and Manavaditya Rathore (43) were further down in a field of 49. Among women, Rajeshwari Kumar had rounds of 23 and 22. Shreyasi Singh had two rounds of 21. In junior women, Soumya Gupta had a 45 out of 50. CM YK



India head coach Ravi Shastri on Friday dispelled doubts about Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s future, stating that the stalwart is not even “half finished yet” and is very much in the scheme of things for the 2019 World Cup in England. “MS Dhoni is a massive influence on the team. He is a living legend in the dressing room. “By no means or by any stretch of imagination is he finished or even half finished yet,” Shastri told PTI on Friday. “If anyone thinks so, they are mistaken and they have another one coming. They are in for some surprises. The old dog has plenty to offer,” he said. Dhoni remains the best wicketkeeper in the country by some distance, said the head coach. “How do you pick players? When they are good, and Dhoni is the best limited



Full backing: India head coach Ravi Shastri batted for M.S. Dhoni saying that his naysayers were in for some surprises and that the ‘old dog’ had plenty to offer. PTI *



Shastri underlined that experimentation and rotation will be the key going forward as India will play in excess of 40 limited overs matches before the World Cup. He also endorsed the selectors’ decision to keep fitness as the primary criterion for selection. “Winning and losing will



overs ’keeper in the country. Just because he has played for so many years, you are thinking about a replacement? “He is the best in the country. Would you look to replace Sunil Gavaskar when he was 36 years old or Sachin Tendulkar when he was 36?” he asked.



I will see where I’m after India series: Malinga Veteran Sri Lanka pacer Lasith Malinga says he will assess his future in international cricket after the current limited overs series against India, saying he will call it quits the moment his performance drops. “I’m playing after 19 months following a leg injury. In the Zimbabwe and India series I couldn’t play well. I’ll see where I’m at after this series, and evaluate how long I can play given the way my body is. “No matter how experi-



Lasith Malinga.



*



PTI



enced I am — if I can’t win a match for the team and do what the team needs, there’s no point in me being here.



Press Trust of India Dubai



Sri Lanka will have to wait on a direct-qualification berth in the ICC Cricket World Cup, after failing to win at least two matches that it needed to in the ongoing ODI series against India. Cricket’s premier quadrennial event, scheduled between May 30 and July 15 in the UK will see the top seven ODI sides as on September 30, apart from host England, qualify directly.



Qualifying tournament The teams not getting direct places to the World Cup 2019 will have another shot through a qualifying tournament in 2018, featuring the bottom four sides from the ODI rankings, the top four from the World Cricket League Championship and the top two sides from the World Cricket League. The top two sides from the Qualifier tournament



will complete the 10-team line-up for the World Cup 2019. But, with India taking a 4-0 lead, Sri Lanka will now have to wait for the West Indies to lose at least one of its upcoming matches to be able to clinch that berth. If Sri Lanka wins the last match of the series on Sunday, it reaches 88 points in the ODI rankings list, but that will not be sufficient to ensure automatic qualification. In such a scenario, the Windies will be able to overtake Sri Lanka as the former can also reach 88 points by the cut-off date, and edge Sri Lanka on decimal points if it wins its six upcoming matches — one against Ireland on September 13 and the five-game series against England from September 19 to 29. In case Sri Lanka loses the ongoing series 5-0, the Windies can get ahead by beating Ireland and winning at least four matches against England.



BCCI gets 15 acres more for new NCA facility Shreedutta Chidananda BENGALURU



I’ll see if I can make up for that 19 months and regain that form over the next three or four months,” Malinga said. A day before Thursday’s match he had expressed hope of playing until the next World Cup. But based on his form lately, he admitted that the future is up for consideration. “I’ll see the number of games that I get. If not I’ll have to consider the state of my body, and what is expected of me. If I can’t deliver that, then I’ll happily retire.”



Press Trust of India Colombo



not matter so much. Of course, you play to win but we have to try all possible combinations. “It is a long way to go until the World Cup and we want to take one series at a time. “Most of our players have played in this series already, and the endeavour will be to rotate the players giving



everyone enough opportunity. So that when we have 1215 months to go for the World Cup, we have a nucleus of about 18-20 players in place. “And we can then choose from this group just before the World Cup begins. “Obviously form will be important before that too, but the nucleus will be pretty much in place,” he said. Shastri further said no compromise will be made on fitness.“We want the best fielding side on the park. That’s it. “So how do you become the best fielding side on the park? Fitness. And that’s why there have been parameters set.” When pointedly asked if fitness parameters could see big names such as Yuvraj Singh and Suresh Raina dropped from World Cup plans, the coach nodded in agreement and said, “Yes. When there are parameters put in place, and that’s the vision of the team, then everyone has to fit into those parameters. It is as simple as that.”



Sri Lanka still not assured of World Cup spot



The BCCI’s efforts to acquire additional land for a new NCA facility here have borne fruit, with the Government of Karnataka granting 15 acres on top of the existing area in the Devanahalli Aerospace Park region, on the outskirts of the city. The BCCI had registered 25 acres of land in May and had originally asked for 25 more. Amitabh Choudhary, though, was pleased that the NCA now had a total of 40 consolidated acres for its use in Arebinnamangala village in Bangalore North taluk. “I’m grateful to the government of Karnataka on behalf of the BCCI. They have



agreed and have finally given us another 15 acres in the same plot, which means we have an amalgamated total area of 40 acres. Today was the final registration,” the BCCI acting-secretary said here on Friday. “It’s in a very, very developed area, vis-a-vis what we had originally intended to have. It's almost a rectangle which means it will lend itself very well to good designing of facilities inside that. Two sides of this rectangle will have a 45m road. So all that is developed area. We had actually asked for 25 more... we did not want to feel constrained for space at any point of time.” This brings to an end the



nately, this had remained in a limbo and we began fresh efforts last year,” Choudhary said.



Amitabh Choudhary. *



G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR



BCCI’s long-running efforts, going back to 2005, to move the NCA out of the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium premises. “For the last 12 years, we had been waiting for a separate parcel of land for NCA and the BCCI had even paid 50 crores for this purpose way back in 2005. Unfortu-



Things would move swiftly now, he stated. “I intend to draft a mail this evening itself, sending it to the members of the NCA committee, important functionaries in the BCCI and also the CoA. Once we identify our requirements, we’ll have an NCA meeting. We will then start the appointment of a consultant, which I would love to be one of the finest in the world, the most creative. Our centre of excellence, as we will eventually know it, should not be second to any. It should be a cut above the best in the world.”



Ronaldo moves past Pele on goalscorers’ list Emphatic wins for Portugal, Switzerland and France at a euphoric Stade de France.



WC QUALIFIERS Agencies Porto



Cristiano Ronaldo scored a hat-trick to move past Pele on the list of all-time international goalscorers as Portugal beat Faroe Islands 5-1 to stay close to Switzerland at the top of Group B in European World Cup qualifying. Ronaldo scored with a neat volley from inside the area then added two other goals to surpass the Brazil great and move into second place on the list of Europe’s all-time scorers with 78 goals. He is six behind Hungary great Ferenc Puskas. Pele scored 77 goals for Brazil. Switzerland stayed perfect in qualifying by defeating Andorra 3-0 in a match interrupted by poor pitch conditions under heavy rain in St. Gallen. Switzerland reached 21 points, three more than second-placed Portugal, and is guaranteed to finish first or second in the group.



Flying high: Cristiano Ronaldo, who performed a hat-trick, opened the scoring for Portugal against Faroe Islands with a side-volley by the far post. AFP *



France coach Didier Deschamps could not help showering his side with praise after its brilliant attack tore the Netherlands to shreds in a 4-0 win.



The winner automatically qualifies for the 2018 World Cup in Russia, while the runner-up has to go through a playoff. Meanwhile in Paris,



Thomas Lemar scored twice either side of goals by Antoine Griezmann and man of the moment Kylian Mbappe in the key 2018 World Cup qualifying clash



The results: Group A: At Paris: France 4 (Griezmann 14, Lemar 73, 88, Mbappe 90+1) Netherlands 0. At Luxembourg: Luxembourg 1 (Da Mota 60) bt Belarus 0. At Sofia: Bulgaria 3 (Manolev 12, Kostadinov 33, Chochev 79) bt Sweden 2 (Lustig 29, Berg 44). Group B: At Budapest: Hungary 3 (Kadar 6, Szalai 26, Dzsudzsak 68) bt Latvia 1 (Freimanis 40). At St. Gallen (Switzerland): Switzerland 3 (Seferovic 43, 63, Lichtsteiner 67) bt Andorra 0. At Porto (Portugal): Portugal 5 (Ronaldo 3, 29-pen, 64, William Carvalho 58, Nelson Oliveira 84) bt Faroe Islands 1 (Baldvinsson 38). Group H: At Piraeus (Greece): Greece 0 drew with Estonia 0. At Nicosia: Cyprus 3 (Christofi 65, Laban 67, Sotiriou 76) bt Bosnia & Herzegovina 2 (Sunjic 33, Visca 44). At Liege (Belgium): Belgium 9 (Mertens 15, Meunier 18, 60, 67, Lukaku 21, 38, 84-pen, Witsel 27, Hazard 45) bt Gibraltar 0.



Paulinho, Coutinho fire Brazil to another win



Bengaluru may host an intl. friendly



Argentina struggles again; Paraguay inflicts 3-0 defeat on miserable Chile



India has been training in the city for the U-17 World Cup



Chile’s unsettled Arsenal star Alexis Sanchez. Argentina, meanwhile, endured another frustrating outing after being held to a 0-0 draw by Uruguay in Montevideo. Argentina dominated the early exchanges but its challenge fizzled out in a dreary second half display littered with fouls on both sides.



Agencies Montevideo



Philippe Coutinho shrugged off his transfer disappointment with a goal as Brazil beat Ecuador to guarantee top spot in South America’s 2018 World Cup qualifying race while Chile and Argentina struggled once again. Liverpool star Coutinho, who had seen his hopes of a dream move to Barcelona dashed on Thursday as the transfer window slammed shut with no agreement, produced a scintillating secondhalf display in a 2-0 victory over Ecuador in Porto Alegre. The 25-year-old has not played for Liverpool this season, officially sidelined by a back problem as the intrigue over a move to the Camp



Ecstatic: Brazil’s Philippe Coutinho, right, cannot hide his joy after scoring against Ecuador. AFP *



Nou swirled. The win was Brazil’s ninth consecutive qualifying victory and gives the five-time World Cup winner an 11point cushion with three games remaining, meaning it cannot now be overhauled at



the top of the table. Paraguay also thrust itself into contention with arguably the performance of the day on Thursday, a 3-0 away win over Chile in Santiago. The defeat capped a miserable 24 hours for



The results: At San Cristobal (Venezuela): Venezuela 0 drew with Colombia 0. At Santiago: Chile 0 lost to Paraguay 3 (Vidal 24-og, Caceres 55, Ortiz 90+3). At Montevideo: Uruguay 0 drew with Argentina 0. At Porto Alegre (Brazil): Brazil 2 (Paulinho 69, Coutinho 76) bt Ecuador 0. At Lima: Peru 2 (Flores 55, Cueva 59) bt Bolivia 1 (Alvarez 72).



Sports Reporter BENGALURU



Ahead of the FIFA under-17 World Cup, Bengaluru is likely to host an international friendly later this month which will pit the Indian under-17 team against its Malian counterpart. The Indian team has, in fact, been training in the city for the past three weeks and is expected to stay put till the World Cup starts on October 6. While the final squad is yet to be announced — the deadline being September 21 — the group of probables is being put through its paces by coach Luis Norton de Matos. Bengaluru is not one of the World Cup venues, but the city was chosen to avoid



The trophy experience: Former internationals, stalwarts and captains with the Under-17 World Cup at the Khudiram Indoor Arena in Kolkata on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



the monsoon elsewhere, it has been learnt. However, in spite of the State capital having received more than its



fair share of rainfall in August, practice hasn’t been severely hampered, an AIFF source confirmed. A ND-NDE
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IN BRIEF



Lawmzuala nets Mizoram’s winner



Youth Sports Centre proposed



Steering committee to oversee Olympic preparations



Special Correspondent



ESC tenure till December 31, 2020



NEW DELHI



Afghanistan’s Astqlal overcomes BKSP in other quarterfinal Aditi gets off to a flying start PORTLAND (USA)



Aditi Ashok got off to a flying start with a card of fourunder 68 in the first round of the Cambia Portland Classic. Aditi had five birdies, including three on the back nine, for the 68 that placed her tied-eighth, just two shots behind the leader Korea’s In Gee Chun on a crowded leaderboard. PTI



Ajmal Khan Club in last four NEW DELHI:



Dinesh Mor top-scored with 65 while Aman Khatri picked up three wickets as Ajmal Khan Club beat Lala Ram Charan Club by 55 runs to enter the semifinals of the Vishnu Swaroop Tripathi memorial cricket tournament. The scores: AKC 247 for eight in 40 overs (Dinesh Mor 65, Dinesh Dabas 41, Virender Dahiya 39, Nitin Basoya three for 39, Prince Chaudhary three for 31) bt LRCC 192 in 37.4 overs (Pratyush Singh 54, Ayush Badoni 34, Aman Khatri three for 20).



Mihika loses in quarterfinals QUEBEC CITY



Mihika Yadav was beaten 6-0, 6-4 by Layne Sleeth in the girls’ quarterfinals of the ITF grade-1 junior tennis tournament here.



Joshna is World No. 12, Dipika moves up to 21 CHENNAI



Joshna Chinappa has jumped two rungs and is now 12th as per the latest squash rankings released by the PSA on Friday. Dipika Pallikal improved to 21 from 22 last month. Among the men players, India’s highest ranked player Saurav Ghosal dropped a place to 28, while Vikram Malhotra was on 62, Harinder Pal Sandhu on 66 and Mahesh Mangaonkar on 67.



Special Correspondent New Delhi



Lawmzuala’s lone goal of the match in the second half steered Government Chawnefianga Middle School (Mizoram) past St. Ignatius High School ( Jharkhand) in the quarterfinals of the 58th Subroto Cup football tournament (under-14) at the Ambedkar Stadium here on Friday. The Mizoram School will meet Astqlal (Afghanistan), which overcame BKSP Rirani Savar (Bangladesh) 1-0, in the semifinals.



Barren first half In a match which was devoid of much action, the Mizoram team was guarded against Jharkhand. A few concerted efforts from either camp did not meet the desired result and the first half remained a barren affair. The second half saw the teams waiting for the opposition to take the initiative. Gradually, the Mizoram School showed greater intent to score and the cohesive charge proved fruitful in the 40th minute when Lawmzuala, making the most of some good work in the midfield, swiftly took two defenders in his stride to score. In the other quarterfinal, the athletic Afghan players left little space for the opponents to manoeuvre. The team from Bangladesh had its task cut out and there was no lack of effort, but Astqlal was superior this day.



JFC signs Goncalves Press Trust India Jamshedpur



Jamshedpur FC has signed former Flamengo midfielder Matheus Goncalves for the upcoming edition of the Indian Super League. Known as ‘Trindade’, he is the sixth foreign signing for JFC after Memo, Tiri, Doutie, Belfort and Bikey.



The hero: Lawmzuala celebrates Mizoram’s goal with V. Rinzuala in the Subroto Cup on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



ROME



runner-up Four-time Deepika Kumari will bid for a maiden gold medal at the Archery World Cup Final which begins here on Saturday. Seven top seeds from the four stages of the World Cup along with one entry from the host nation make the cut for the Final to determine the season’s best. Deepika’s first hurdle, the



Road to Spain open



Astqlal’s match-winner materialised in the 43rd minute through Ali, its mercurial striker. At ease with slicing past the opponents, he exploited a defensive lapse and made no mistake to ensure a semi-



final slot for his team. The results (quarterfinals): Government Chawnefianga Middle School, Mizoram 1 (Lawmzuala) bt St. Ignatius HS, Jharkhand 0; Astqlal, Afghanistan 1 (Ali) bt BKSP Rirani Savar, Bangladesh 0.



quarterfinal match, will be at 2.45 p.m. on Sunday. She faces a tough opponent in Rio Olympics nemesis Ya-Ting Tan, a 23-year-old from Chinese Taipei who was part of the bronze-winning team in 2016, and had ousted the Indian in the individual pre-quarterfinal. Deepika’s last World Cup medal was a silver, and that came before the Rio Olympics, at the Antalya World Cup 2016.



Deepika Kumari.



*



PTI



Special Correspondent Coimbatore



The highlight of the penultimate round of the JK Tyre FMSCI National Racing championship on Saturday will be the Red Bull Road to Rookie Cup. It will be quite interesting as the lucky rider to represent the country in the Road to MotoGP in Spain will be identified after this round. And, the showdown will most likely be between Lalhruaizela (38) and Lalnunsanga (30) from Mizoram. “The Red Bull races are really going to be exciting. We have already seen these boys race like champions,” said Sanjay Sharma, head of JK Tyre Motorsports. “With an all-expenses paid trip to the mega event in Spain at stake, I am sure they will fight even harder,” he added.



Siobhan clinches feature event Divya clinches title POCOS DE CALDAS (BRAZIL)



Divya Deshmukh won the girls’ u-12 title at the World cadet chess championship here on Thursday, after garnering 9.5 points with an unbeaten record. The 11year-old won eight games and drew three en route the title. M. Sahithi Varshini (u-10 girls), Bharath Subramaniyam (u-10 open) and A.R. Ilamparthi (U-8 open) missed out on medals narrowly.



MYSURU: Siobhan (Sandesh up) won the H.H. Sri Krishnaraja Wadiyar Memorial Trophy, the main event of the races here on Friday (Sept. 1). The winner is owned by Mr. Marthand Singh Mahindra and trained by S. Attaollahi. THE RESULTS:



ive Elements (Srinath) 3, Arak (Sandesh) 4. Not run: Back Of Beyond. 2, 3/4 and Nk. 1m 37.76s. ₹55 (w), 16, 17 and 13 (p), FP: 476, Q: 388, SHP: 45, Trinalla: 580 and 239. Favourite: Native Elements. Owner: Mr. P. Dhebe. Trainer: Kishan Thomas.



Badshah (Rajesh Kumar) 2, Fair Game (R. Ahmed) 3, Saigar (S. Samson) 4. All ran. 1-1/4, 2-1/4 and 1/2. 1m 10.70s. ₹15 (w), 11, 27 and 15 (p), FP: 143, Q: 85, SHP: 83, Trinalla: 342 and 121. Favourite : Silver Ikon. Owner: Mr. B. Prithviraj. Trainer: Prithviraj.
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SQUANDERER PLATE (Div. II) (1100m), rated 00 to 25: BOLD RUNNER (Nazerul Alam) 1, Cashmere (R. Ahmed) 2, Spectre ( Jagadeesh) 3, Universal Law (Arshad Alam) 4. All ran. 1-1/2, 1 and 3/4. lm 06.79s. ₹40 (w), 15, 18 and 43 (p), FP: 148, Q: 96, SHP: 52, Trinalla: 1,237 and 746. Favourite: Universal Law. Owner & trainer: Dheeraj.



SQUANDERER PLATE (Div. I) (1100m), rated 00 to 25: TANISHKA (Nazerul Alam) 1, Outrider (Darshan) 2, Black Lightning (R. Ahmed) 3, Anmol Hira (S. Imran) 4. Not run: Perfect Stride. 3-1/2, 23/4 and 2-1/2. 1m 05.60s. ₹40 (w), 14, 13 and 12 (p), FP: 109, Q: 58, SHP: 38, Trinalla: 267 and 131. Favourite: Outrider. Owner: Mr. B. Madhu Sudan. Trainer: Pradeep Annaiah.
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B. SHETTIGERI PLATE (1600m), rated 40 & 65, 4-y-o & over: AMAZING REDD (P. Dhebe) 1, Flirting Eyes ( Jagadeesh) 2, Nat-



Uthra Ganesan
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New Delhi B



Acting on the recommendations of the Olympic Task Force on preparations for Olympics 2020-2028, the Sports Ministry on Friday announced the setting up of an Empowered Steering Committee (ESC) to look into the same. The task force had submitted its interim report focussing on short-term preparations for the 2020 Tokyo Games on May 22. The 13-member ESC would include representatives from the ministry, national sports federations and the Indian Olympic Association, former athletes and sports scientists. The ESC will have the authority to co-opt external experts, on a need basis, two at a time. The ESC’s tenure will be till December 31, 2020. However, there has been no time-frame provided for the constitution of the ESC itself. With international sports becoming more and more mental and scientific, the ministry’s emphasis has also been on improving the use of sports sciences with three sports scientists — one each from biomechanics, sports nutrition and sports psycho-



ESC will include representatives from the ministry, national sports federations and the Indian Olympic Association, former athletes and sports scientists
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logy — being empanelled in the ESC. The athlete representatives, to be selected from among High Priority Sports, must have retired from active sports in the last 10 years to retain modern relevance. An elite coach from the existing lot in High Priority Sports would also be present. A separate search committee will be formed to select a high performance director and a CEO.



Wide-ranging powers The ESC has been given wide-ranging powers to recommend and review India’s preparations for all major events including the Commonwealth Games, the Asian Games and the Olympics. While the final deciding authority would remain the government, the ESC would be responsible for reviewing the core probables of each High Priority and Priority



sport and suggest additions/ deletions, if any; reviewing the approved annual calendar of NSFs and recommend changes if required; recommending specific plans/ packages for TOPS (Target Olympic Podium Scheme) beneficiaries; recommending national/international training institutions for providing training, coaching and other support to TOPS athletes; recommending a panel of companies for carrying out athlete monitoring and data analytics; preparing quality specifications for national camps of different sports and monitoring the camps; ensuring audit of all SAI Regional Centres for holding national camps; preparing sports-specific strategies, including for para-sports, to improve performance and developing Key Result Areas for High Priority sports. Interestingly, the task force had also submitted its final report on August 12 but the ministry, for now, is concentrating on the short-term target only. Also, several responsibilities mentioned for the ESC are currently overseen by SAI and whether the ESC would have a final say needs to be seen.



*



Deepika eyes gold Press Trust of India



A Rs. 20-crore Youth Sports Centre, with stateof-the-art facilities, has been proposed to come up in the next three years at Alipur. Announcing the details, Vijay Goel, Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports, said here on Friday the facilities on an eightacre area would include a football ground, an athletic track, courts for volleyball, kabaddi, kho-kho apart from a multipurpose indoor hall for boxing and wrestling.



B.K. KRISHNADEVARAJ URS MEMORIAL CUP (Div. I) (1200m), rated 40 to 65: SILVER IKON (A. Qureshi) 1, Taqdeer Ka



H.H. SRI KRISHNARAJA WADIYAR MEMORIAL TROPHY (1400m), 4-y-o & over (Terms): SIOBHAN (Sandesh) 1, Savannah Sound (Dashrath Singh) 2, Sea Lagoon (Sai Kiran) 3, Bold Command (Srinath) 4. All ran. 2, 1-1/4 and Nk. 1m 21.80s. ₹45 (w), 18, 31 and 146 (p), FP: 454, Q: 439, SHP: 102, Trinalla: 24,578. Favourite : Bold Command. Owner: Mr. Marthand Singh Mahindra. Trainer: S. Attaollahi.
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B.K. KRISHNADEVARAJ URS MEMORIAL CUP (Div. II) (1200m), rated 40 to 65: LORD



Gursimar unstoppable SPORTS REPORTER



B



Gursimar Badwal. *



SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



Gursimar Badwal bagged her second successive title in as many weeks, winning the Hero-KGA women’s pro golf championship here on Friday. The 25-year-old, who was two-over through the first six holes, completed a final day’s card of one-under 71 to finish her 54 holes in threeover 219 and triumph by three shots over amateur Pranavi Urs (70). Siddhi Kapoor (69), who had the day’s best card, zoomed up from overnight



7



Siddhi Kapoor zoomed up from overnight 11th to finish third
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11th to finish third at 224. Gursimar’s two titles ties her with Amandeep Drall while Vani Kapoor, who skipped this week’s event, has won three. Final results (top five): 219: Gursimar Badwal (76, 72, 71); 222: Pranavi Urs (A) (77, 75, 70); 224: Siddhi Kapoor (78, 77, 69); 225: Trisha Sunil (75, 78, 72); 225: Tanirika Singh (A) (79, 70, 76); 226: Gaurika Bishnoi (78, 76, 72); 226: Gurbani Singh (A) (76, 74, 76).



Iran’s Rasht triumphs, KIIT finishes runner-up Jena of KIIT. The Iranian team’s gold medallists were Tahbaz, Faghirnavaz, Sadeh and Soozanker. Utkal Ranjan Sahoo (KIIT) and Rajesh Nayak (Puri) won the silver, while Kiran Manisha Mohanty (KIIT) took the bronze.



SPORTS BUREAU BUCKINGHAM (Arshad Alam) 1, Majestic Style (Srinath) 2, Tamara (R. Ahmed) 3, Skyjet (Ajay Kumar) 4. Not run: Lord Darlington and Star Atrium. 5, 2 and 2-1/2. 1m 10.69s. ₹22 (w), 10, 14 and 18 (p), FP: 63, Q: 25, SHP: 38, Trinalla: 111 and 74. Favourite: Lord Buckingham. Owner: Mr. K.K. Belliappa. Trainer: Warren Singh. LT. COL. D.K. MISTRY MEMORIAL PLATE (1400m), rated 20 to 45: HERE’S ABBEY (Sai Kiran) 1, Sans Frontiers (S. Hussain) 2, Green Meadow (Arshad Alam) 3, Sky Jasmine (Rajesh Kumar) 4. Not run: Micron Yaacow. 1-3/4, 3/4 and 2. 1m 24.80s. ₹32 (w), 12, 48 and 26 (p), FP: 1,454, Q: 736, SHP: 231, Trinalla: 6,442 and 2,336, Exacta: 11,031 (c/o). Favourite: Star Gunns. Owner: Mrs. Shriley Bobby. Trainer: M. Bobby. Jackpot: ₹5,055, Runner-up: 337, Treble (i): 717; (ii): 407.
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BENGALURU



Bhubaneswar



Top seed Rasht emerged as the champion at the Asian Cities chess championship here on Friday. The Iranian team, comprising Arash Tahbaz, Mahyaar Mehry, Ali Faghiranvaz, Shahin Sadeh and A.M. Soozanker, finished with 16 points, following its crushing 4-0 win in the ninth and final round against Dubai. Host and second seed KIIT, took the runner-up spot, with 14 points, despite being held to a draw by Puri. Dhaka, seeded third, also justified the billing, taking the third place with 13



Rakesh Kumar Jena of KIIT.



points. Rasht also walked away with the individual gold on all the five boards, except the second, which was snatched by Rakesh Kumar



The results (final round): Rasht bt Dubai; KIIT drew with Puri; Muscat lost to Dhaka; Penang bt KISS Bhubaneswar; Kolkata drew with Cuttack; Taipei lost to Alquds. The standings: 1. Rasht 16; 2. KIIT 14; 3. Dhaka 13; 4. Penang 12; 5. Kolkata 9; 6. Puri 8; 7-9. Dubai, Muscat & Alquds 7; 10. Taipei 6; 11. KISS Bhubaneswar 5; 12. Cuttack 4.
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THE HINDU CROSSWORD 12102



■ ACROSS 1 Accountant's excited combat in crypt (8) 5 Sounds like hermit's kind of acid (6) 10 Maid has some mystical allure (5) 11 Cheat badly about cool mixture and food (9) 12 Bug found in mountain sections (6)



CM YK



(set by Incognito)



13 Forceful chimp ate awkwardly (8) 15 Doubter: "Commander-inChief captured New York when returning?" (5) 17 Erotic nun danced for Roman army officer (9) 19 Setter's Indian firm shooting back after losing one-third of showrooms (9) 20 Long stories having primarily erotic illustrations (5) 21 Gherao English nymphomaniac initially at roundabout (8) 23 Ability of a copper and soldiers (6) 27 Clean a bum perversely in hospital transportation (9) 28 Room under roof's dry in CIA building (5) 29 Woes about/without credit for amount held in trust (6) 30 Flawless ring for large Spanish cigar (8) ■ DOWN 1 Violent tactic after initially throwing away thorny plants (5) 2 Tragic! After loss of gravity, first nerdy son jumped in at speed that's around Mach 1 (9) 3 Funny! Company has tailless animals (5)



FAITH



SUDOKU



The meaning of sacrifice



4 Weapon for Scotsman at end of queue (4) 6 OK, CO's running Head Office's benefit canteen (9) 7 Reduce, without study, parcel of land (5) 8 Catholic dislikes holding cold symbols for moon and silver (9) 9 Marcos, for example, to give instruction to leaders of old soldiers (9) 14 Croon around cloudy knoll and get old Austrian money (9) 15 Servicewoman expels son and organises a spurt in illegal activities (5,4) 16 Thin smoke arising from garlic oil processing (9)



Solution to puzzle 12101 18 Mother, when wearing silly dress, can be non-literal (9) 22 3 dimensional design of CBI has copper on top (5) 24 Waste tea with a couple of females (5) 25 China chose hoarding Mexican chip (5) 26 Last month returns primarily enhance yield (4)



Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku



The Festival of Sacrifice, Id-ul-Azha, is one of the two most important festivals of Islam along with Id-ul-Fitr. It honours prophet Ibrahim for his readiness to sacrifice his son for God in fulfilment of a divine vision, and his son (prophet Ismail) for offering himself willingly. This great act of surrender is celebrated by Muslims through the symbolic slaughter of an animal. The Prophet sacrificed one goat for himself and his family. However, the Koran informs Muslims that animal sacrifice is not a propitiatory ritual, for neither the blood nor the flesh of the animal reaches God. The original teachings of Islam do not equate the idea of sacrifice with animal slaughter, or expressions of formal religiosity. In 3:92, the Koran explicitly states that a person cannot attain true righteousness (birr) until he purposively gives away what he loves the most. One of the meanings of birr is ‘ampleness’, which in the context of 3:92 is a reference to the large-heartedness of a person, that is, the extent to which he is willing to sacrifice for a just cause something he himself needs. An example of this is found in a Sahih Bukhari hadees that narrates how Companion Abu Talha after listening to 3:92 wanted to donate for the Prophet’s reform movement one of his prized date palm gardens, but on the Prophet’s advice distributed it among deserving relatives. This shows that real sacrifice lies in selflessly committing ourselves to the service of the underprivileged. In keeping with this humanitarian philosophy, the Koran describes the sacrificial animal as hady, or a gift, to be given to the needy. In the prevailing circumstances the best hady that Muslims could give (apart from the symbolic animal sacrifice) is the gift of education to poor children. A. Faizur Rahman A ND-NDE
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Bengal Warriors takes top spot Comes from behind to register a narrow win over Patna Pirates PKL Y.B. Sarangi KOLKATA



Brave young world: Teenager Andrey Rublev made the third round with an upset win over seventh seed Grigor Dimitrov.



*



AFP



Youzhny pushes Federer to the limit; Nadal through Andrey Rublev stuns Dimitrov; Bopanna, Sania advance to the second round



Agence France-Presse New York



Former champions Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal battled into the US Open last 32 while the women’s draw lost the fifth seed from its top eight. Federer recorded his 80th career win in New York but he needed five sets for the second successive match before claiming a 6-1, 6-7(3), 4-6, 6-4, 6-2 triumph over Mikhail Youzhny. It was his 17th win in 17 meetings with the Russian, who, at 35, is his junior by just one year. World No. 1 Nadal, mean-



CM YK



while, saw off Japan’s World No. 121 Taro Daniel 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 after being blown off court in the first set. Federer, 36, and the fivetime champion at the US Open, next faces another 35year-old, Feliciano Lopez of Spain, for a place in the last 16. His record against Lopez is just as solid — 12-0. The Australian Open and Wimbledon champion Federer fired 63 winners and 68 unforced errors. Youzhny admitted he had cramped, which meant he could move left to right but not forward and back. “That was hard to watch,” said Federer. “But this was probably the best match we have played against each other.” Andrey Rublev became the second teenager to make



the third round when he stunned Bulgarian seventh seed Grigor Dimitrov 7-5, 7-6 (3), 6-3. Rublev, just 19 and the World No. 53, joins 18-yearold Denis Shapovalov of Canada in the last 32 at a Grand Slam event for the first time. Also going through to the last 32 was 2009 champion Juan Martin del Potro, the 24th seeded Argentine, who saw off Spanish qualifier Adrian Menendez-Maceiras 6-2, 6-3, 7-6(3). Belgian ninth seed David Goffin beat Guido Pella of Argentina 3-6, 7-6(5), 6-7(2), 7-6 (4), 6-3 in a marathon 4hr 12min match. In the women’s draw, Russian eighth seed Svetlana Kuznetsova, the 2004 champion, saw her outside



Maninder Singh’s outstanding raids aided Bengal Warriors to make a stunning come-from-behind 41-38 win over Patna Pirates in a Zone B match of the ProKabaddi League at the Netaji Indoor Stadium here on Friday. Bengal’s fifth win helped it leapfrog UP Yoddha to take the top spot with 32 points from nine matches. After its second defeat, Patna slipped to third with 27 points. Patna benefited from its captain Pardeep Narwal’s fine raids to gain a 7-2 lead by the sixth minute.



chances of taking the World No. 1 ranking end when she lost to Japan’s Kurumi Nara 6-3, 3-6, 6-3.



Contrasting wins India’s leading doubles players Rohan Bopanna and Sania Mirza began their US Open campaigns with victories in their respective events, albeit, in contrasting fashion. Bopanna and Uruguay’s Pablo Cuevas shrugged off a surprise first set lapse to regroup and beat American pair of Bradley Klahn and Scott Lipksy 1-6, 6-3, 6-4 in the opening round of the men’s doubles event. In the women’s doubles, Sania and her Chinese partner Shuai Peng defeated the Croatian team of Petra Martic and Donna Vekic 6-4, 6-1 in the opening round.



IMPORTANT RESULTS Men: Third round: Paolo Lorenzi (Ita) bt Thomas Fabbiano (Ita) 6-2, 6-4, 6-4; 12Pablo Carreno Busta (Esp) bt Nicolas Mahut (Fra) 6-3, 6-4, 6-3. Second round: 1-Rafael Nadal (Esp) bt Taro Daniel (Jpn) 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2; Aleksandr Dolgopolov (Ukr) bt 15-Tomas Berdych (Cze) 3-6, 6-1, 7-6(5), 6-2; 9-David Goffin (Bel) bt Guido Pella (Arg) 3-6, 7-6(5), 6-7(2), 7-6(4), 6-3; 18-Gael Monfils (Fra) bt Donald Young (USA) 6-3, 6-7(3), 6-4, 2-6, 7-5; Andrey Rublev (Rus) bt Grigor Dimitrov (Bul) 7-5, 7-6(3), 6-3. 3-Roger Federer (Sui) bt Mikhail Youzhny (Rus) 6-1, 6-7 (3), 4-6, 6-4, 6-2; 31-Feliciano Lopez (Esp) bt Fernando Verdasco (Esp) 6-3, 6-2, 3-6, 6-1; 33-Philipp Kohlschreiber (Ger) bt Santiago Giraldo (Col) 6-2, 6-1, 3-0 retd.; John Millman (Aus) bt Malek Jaziri (Tun) 6-1, 7-6(1), 6-1; 11-Roberto Bautista Agut (Esp) bt Dustin Brown (Ger) 6-1, 6-3, 7-6(3); 24-Juan



Martin del Potro (Arg) bt Adrian Menendez (Esp) 6-2, 6-3, 7-6 (3); 6-Dominic Thiem (Aut) bt Taylor Fritz (USA) 6-4, 6-4, 4-6, 7-5. Doubles: First round: 10-Pablo Cuevas (Urg) & Rohan Bopanna bt Bradley Klahn & Scott Lipksy (USA) 1-6, 6-3, 6-4. Women: Second round: 10-Agnieszka Radwanska (Pol) bt Yulia Putintseva (Kaz) 7-5, 6-2; 20-Coco Vandeweghe (USA) bt Ons Jabeur (Tun) 7-6(6), 6-2; Lucie Safarova (Cze) bt Nao Hibino (Jpn) 6-1, 3-6, 6-2; Kurumi Nara (Jpn) bt 8-Svetlana Kuznetsova (Rus) 6-3, 3-6, 6-3; Shelby Rogers (USA) bt Daria Gavrilova (Aus) 7-6(6), 4-6, 7-6 (5); 17-Elena Vesnina (Rus) bt Kirsten Flipkens (Bel) 6-4, 6-4; 15-Madison Keys (USA) bt Tatjana Malek (Ger) 6-3, 6-4; Naomi Osaka (Jpn) bt Denisa Allertova (Cze) 6-3, 4-6, 7-5. Doubles: First round: 4-Sania Mirza & Shuai Peng (Chn) bt Petra Martic & Donna Vekic (Cro) 6-4, 6-1.



Turnaround Bengal rode on Bhupender Singh and Vinod Kumar’s successful raids and its defenders’ good work to make a fantastic turnaround and secure a 10-7 lead with eight minutes left in the first period. Bengal lost its hardearned advantage when Maninder was snared by the alert Patna defenders. A robust and sharp Monu Goyat shone with his all-



round skills to gather four valuable points, including a spectacular tackle on Vinod, to boost Patna, which effected an all-out on Bengal with about two minutes to spare and went into the breather with an 18-14 lead.



Solid tackles Narwal continued to dominate in the second half, collecting a total of 11 raid points, and his teammates complemented with solid tackles to make Bengal all out again in the 34th minute. Nevertheless, Bengal bounced back because of Maninder’s incisive raids and the defenders’ wholehearted effort, making Patna all out. The host regained the lead with two minutes to go and managed to snatch a win. The result: Bengal Warriors 41 (Maninder Singh 13, Jan Kun Lee 6, Vinod Kumar 5) bt Patna Pirates 38 (Pardeep Narwal 11, Monu Goyat 5).



PLAYING TODAY DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



Gujarat Fortunegiants vs Haryana Steelers, 8 p.m. Bengal Warriors vs UP Yoddha, 9 p.m. STAR Sports 2, HD2
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Doing his bit: Despite Pardeep Narwal’s solid performance, Pirates lost to Warriors. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



A ND-NDE
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IN BRIEF



Volcanic carbon dioxide drove Marine diversity in ancient global warming: study Antarctica under threat It lasted for around 1,50,000 years and temperatures rose by around 5 degrees Celsius



Instagram adds stories feature to mobile web



Heating of ocean affects ecological balance Indo-Asian News Service



SAN FRANCISCO



Press Trust of India



Facebook-owned Instagram will now allow users to view its most popular feature stories, both on mobile web and desktop, reports said. “Initially, the feature will allow web users to view Instagram stories posted by their friends and others they follow. Later, the web version will allow you to post to stories too”, says a report in Tech Crunch. IANS



London



Large asteroid in close call with Earth WASHINGTON



A near-Earth asteroid about 4.4 km in size passed safely by our planet at 8.05 a.m. ET on Friday, at a distance of about seven million km, NASA has said. The asteroid, Florence, was named after Florence Nightingale. IANS



An extreme global warming event 56 million years ago was driven by massive carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from volcanoes, during the formation of the North Atlantic Ocean, a study suggests. Researchers from the University of Southampton in the U.K. used a combination of new geochemical measurements and novel global climate modelling to show that the Palaeocene-Eocene Thermal Maximum (PETM) was associated with a geologically rapid doubling of atmospheric CO2 in less than 25 thousand years — with volcanoes squarely to blame. The PETM is the most rapid and extreme natural global warming event of the



Boston



ISLAMABAD



As an alternative to Pakistan’s crammed cattle markets, a ‘Bakra (goat) on wheels’ app, with specially-painted trucks ferrying the animals to customers, is gaining popularity in the country. The Muslim community is preparing for the sacrificial festival of Eid al-Adha this weekend. AFP



Ultimate trigger: More than 10,000 petagrammes of carbon was released from a predominantly volcanic source. AP *



last 66 million years. It lasted for around 150 thousand years and global temperatures increased by at least five degrees Celsius. While it has long been suggested that the PETM event was caused by the in-



‘UV light likely key to track alien life’ Press Trust of India



Pakistan has an app to deliver ‘sacrificial’ goats



with the formation of massive ‘flood basalts’ — large stretches of ocean floor coated in lava, resulting from of a series of huge eruptions.



Ultraviolet light may have played a critical role in the emergence of life on Earth and could be a key to finding life elsewhere in the universe, a study led by an Indian-origin scientist at Harvard suggests. The study found that red dwarf stars might not emit enough ultraviolet (UV) light to kick-start the biological processes most familiar to our planet. For example, certain levels of UV might be necessary for the formation of ribonucleic acid, a molecule necessary for all forms of known life. “It would be like having a



Scientists spot ‘spiders’ on Mars



pile of wood and kindling and wanting to light a fire, but not having a match,” said Sukrit Ranjan of the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics (CfA) in the U.S. “Our research shows that the right amount of UV light might be one of the matches that gets life as we know it to ignite,” said Mr. Ranjan. Researchers focused on red dwarf stars, and the planets that orbit them. The researchers estimate that the surface of rocky planets would experience 100 to 1,000 times less of the UV light that may be key to the emergence of life than the young Earth would have.



jection of carbon into the ocean and atmosphere; the ultimate trigger, the source of this carbon, and the total amount released, have up to now all remained elusive. It had been known that the PETM roughly coincided



Land drifts away These occurred as Greenland first started separating from north-western Europe, thereby creating the North Atlantic Ocean, the vestiges of which are still continuing in miniature in Iceland today. There was a total input of more than 10,000 petagrammes of carbon from a predominantly volcanic source. This is a vast amount of carbon — some 30 times larger than all the fossil fuels burned to date and equivalent to all current conventional and unconventional fossil fuel reserves.



Sydney



An increase of just 1-2 degrees Celsius in shallow waters on the West Antarctic Peninsula has radically reduced marine diversity, a new study revealed on Friday. Researchers from the British Antarctic Survey and the Smithsonian Environmental Research Centre placed heating panels at the bottom of the seabed in order to measure what effect it would have on local marine species.



Surprising results Although the temperature only warmed the water a few millimetres above the panels, the increase was enough to have “massive impacts on a marine assemblage”, the study said.



Sri Lanka bans plastic after garbage crisis



Smart speakers show the way



Agence France Presse Colombo



Sri Lanka banned plastic bags and other disposable products on Friday after the collapse of the island’s biggest dump led to a rubbish disposal crisis. Rotting garbage piled up in many parts of the capital after the giant rubbish tip collapsed in April, crushing dozens of homes and killing 32 people. Many blamed the haphazard use of plastic, which was also cited in flash flooding in the capital after storm water



A man walks past a garbage pile in Colombo.



drains became clogged. In response, President Maithripala Sirisena banned the sale of plastic bags, cups and plates, as well as the



*



AFP (FILE)



burning of refuse containing plastic. “Anyone who fails to comply... shall be punishable under the National Environmental Act,” he said.
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Mark of honour



*



As many as 10,000 citizen scientists have helped discover landforms known as ‘spiders’ on parts of Mars where they were previously thought not to exist. The ‘spiders’ are named for their arachnid-like appearance and are a type of land erosion where networks of cracks form on martian soil, completely different to anything on Earth, researchers at Oxford University in the U.K. said. The discovery was made by volunteers working on behalf of Planet Four: Ter-



rains, an online project hosted by Zooniverse, the world’s largest and most popular people-powered research platform, they said. Araneiforms — the scientific name for these features — occur at the planet’s South Pole and form when carbon dioxide turns to ice during the martian winter. As the seasons change, direct sunlight penetrates the translucent ice, warming the land beneath. The land surface then gets eroded as the gas races out and rips off little bits of dirt, forming spindly branches which resemble spider legs.



Marine biologist Jonny Stark from the Australian Antarctic Division said that the results of the study were “very surprising”. “The fact that a couple of species had a big increase in their growth rate was quite unusual at only one degree above what it would usually



32 people died in April after a giant rubbish tip collapsed



Web of cracks: The ‘spiders’, a type of land erosion, occur at the planet’s South Pole. NASA/JPL/UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA Press Trust of India
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No need to type to order online, just say it



Formed by networks of cracks on surface



London



Some species in Antarctica are thriving while others are suffering. REUTERS



be at that time of year.” In an area like Australia, differences in ocean temperatures are likely to change around 10-20 degrees throughout the year, however, species in Antarctica have evolved in an environment where there is very little variation in temperature. “It’s certainly a concern, I don’t think anyone was expecting to see such an increase with only one degree change in temperature,” Stark said. As other marine animals decreased, two particular species began to thrive. As other marine animals decreased, two particular species began to thrive. The marine worm Romanchella perrieri, and Fenestrulina rugula, a small invertebrate, both grew by around 70% in the area.



Cherishing traditions: Horse riders fire rifles as they take part in Tabourida, a traditional horsemanship show, at Mansouria in Morocco. Nineteen horse troupes came together to celebrate the three-day event which blends courage, skill and tradition.
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Ask, and you’ll get: Smart speakers have digital assistants built inside them. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



Agence France-Presse San Francisco



Ordering pizza from the sofa without lifting a finger has joined the list of modernday conveniences thanks to a hot trend in voice-commanded smart speakers. Amazon, Apple and Google are duking it out with devices designed to sit out of sight in homes, awaiting spoken commands to tend to tasks such as ordering goods, finding information, playing music, mapping routes, or reading email. According to Gartner, the market for voice-activated speakers equipped with artificial intelligence and synced to the Internet will grow to $3.52 billion in 2021 from $360 million in 2015. While it is difficult to assess how many people use the devices to order online, industry analysts see it as a trend. “Shopping through speakers is still an early adopter activity,” said Creative Strategies analyst Carolina Milanesi. “It’s going to be slow. It’s not going to be overnight.” Thanks to bargain prices for Amazon Echo devices in particular, smart speakers are becoming mainstream but consumers are not yet ready to fully trust the technology, Ms. Milanesi said. Voice-controlled shopping, for now, involves mainly straight-forward, repeated buys such as laundry soap or dog treats, with people tending to want to actually see big-ticket items,



especially if they involve style or colour choices, she contended.



Minimal effort Lifestyles revolving around smartphones, with less time spent in front of desktop or laptop computers, were expected to enhance the lure of shopping by voice. A fan watching a sporting match on television can simply call out for their favourite pizza. Someone cooking can give an oral order to restock olive oil before they forget. “Convenience is something that drives a lot of behaviour,” Ms. Milanesi said, noting that voice-commands even spare the trouble of tapping a screen to open an app. “It’s human behaviour, the least amount of effort for the greatest reward.” Analyst Jack Gold of J. Gold Associated considered voice-shopping a major trend that has been embraced by distributors and technology firms, Amazon foremost among them. Amazon launched its first Echo device in 2014 and has already sold millions of the smart speakers, according to industry trackers. Echo devices are built with Alexa artificial intelligence for conversational style interactions. Amazon dominates the smart speaker industry, with 70% of the market in the U.S. while second-place Google Home has about 24%, according to eMarketer.



End of the line for Cambodia’s homegrown ‘Bamboo Train’ Government is looking at restoring the colonial-era railway tracks, on which the Cambodians built a one-of-a-kind bamboo-lined flat trollies as a mode of transport Agence-France Presse Cambodia



With a wooden platform jerry-rigged to a small engine, Cambodia’s one-of-akind “Bamboo Train” delights tourists as it clatters through bucolic countryside — but its days are numbered as the Southeast Asian nation plans a railways overhaul. The bamboo-lined flat trollies are a testament to Cambodian creativity and enterprise in an impoverished nation with little infrastructure. They were first invented as part of a homegrown, unofficial transport system to make use of the country’s abandoned colonial-era train tracks but later morphed CM YK



into a popular tourist attraction. “It was good to finally have some breeze happening (on) my face,” exclaimed 25year-old Swedish tourist Josefin Strang, after completing a ride on the rickety cart under a blazing tropical sun. “I’m actually happy that it was the bamboo train and not an ordinary train, because that track was not in good shape,” she laughed. But the hallowed site in northwestern Battambang province will soon be no more as a government project to refurbish the country’s dilapidated rail system inches closer. That is especially worrying news for the community



“We are very worried about how we will make a daily income good enough to feed ourselves,” said 49-yearold Soy Savuth. He is one of several drivers who spend their days shuttling a trolly up and and down the seven-kilometre (four-mile) track, charging foreigners $5 a ride.



Joy ride: Tourists ride bamboo-lined flat trollies in Battambang in Cambodia. AFP *



of drivers, ticket-takers and snack vendors who live off the proceeds from the



unique attraction that has become a fixture on the tourist circuit.



‘No rights’ Built under French colonial rule, Cambodia’s railroads once ran from the southwestern seaport of Sihanoukville, then known as Kompong Som, to the capital and up north to the Thai border. But decades of civil war and neglect left vast stretches of track in ruins or



overgrown with weeds. With cars a luxury of the rich and roads in similarly bad shape, Cambodians started building their own small bamboo trollies in the 1980s to ferry people and goods across the countryside. The earliest versions were hitched onto the railtracks and simply pushed along by a bamboo pole. Then they started using small petrol engines that connected to a fan belt that spins one of two axles, propelling the carts along at about 15 km/hour. As Cambodia’s roads improved, locals started moving away from using the bamboo carts — known in Khmer as “norries” — to transport goods.



Tourists filled the demand gap, with savvy operators in Battambang charging backpackers to hitch a ride on a unique piece of Cambodian railway culture. On a recent Sunday the dusty site was billowing with foreign and local tourists, eager to pile on for the windy trip through rice fields and over small creeks.



Eye on tracks But Chan Samleng, director of the Railroad Department, said the Bamboo Train operators will soon need to clear the area so that builders can start restoring the line for a train service. “They have no right to run on the railroad anymore,” he said of the drivers. “They can



look for other jobs.” While Cambodia remains one of Asia’s poorest nations, it is also one of the continent’s fastest growing. In recent years the government has turned its attention to its railways. In April 2016, the line from Phnom Penh to Sihanoukville was reopened to passenger trains, displacing dozens of bamboo trolley operators. Previous deadlines to close down Battambang’s Bamboo Train operators have passed without consequence in a country where projects are routinely hampered by delays. But Soy Savuth and the other drivers are worried that the latest threat is real. A ND-NDE
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Three charred to death



Kaun banega con?



‘Singles’ champion



Akanksha’s Swedish story



Three men in Gurugram were charred to death in a freak accident after their car burst into flames Page 4



The only novelty in jaded thriller Baadshaho is a Sanjay Gandhi-like villain Page 4



Singer Badshah opens up on his inspirations, influences and increasing recognition of rap in Bollywood Page 5



Ikea’s youngest and only Indian designer on inspirations and navigating new aesthetics Page 6
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IN BRIEF



Building collapse in Sadar Bazar, two hurt NEW DELHI



A four-storey building collapsed in Sadar Bazar’s Paan Mandi area on Friday evening. Two persons suffered minor injuries in the incident. The building, locals claimed, was over 100 years old. CITY



A PAGE 3
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‘ 20,000 applications for DDA housing scheme’ NEW DELHI



The Delhi Development Authority has received around 20,000 applications for its 2017 housing scheme, for which the last date for submitting applications is September 11, a senior official said on Friday. The initial deadline for submission was August 11, but the DDA extended it by a month, following poor response. PTI



Working fast: Rescue and relief operations were on till late night after a part of the Ghazipur landfill collapsed; a car that was swept into a drain by the wave of garbage is pulled out by a crane in east Delhi on Friday.



Search on till midnight



Two killed in Ghazipur landfill collapse, five hurt



Staff Reporter



Many feared trapped under garbage



*



R. V. MOORTHY, PTI



NEW DELHI



Close to midnight, the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) and other teams had not been successful in detecting any more bodies or survivors even though there are strong fears about more people being trapped. An NDRF spokesperson said that this was the first time ever that the force had to deal with a garbage landslide. He, however, added that the force had enough experience and gadgets to not let the dark conditions come into the picture.



‘Had written to CM’ Mohammad Aqil, head of the livestock market association, said there was a growing fear that some traders involved in the purchase and sale of goats had taken the road that is now covered in garbage. “Many of them are still missing,” he added. He said that six months ago he had written to Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and the Lieutenant-Governor telling them that the height of the garbage dump was dangerous and it was prone to collapse any time. A senior Delhi Government official at the site said rescue personnel suspended rescue operations in the drain due to poor visibility at night. The official added that the chances of recovering anyone alive from the drain were bleak. “If at all, there are bodies stuck in the sewage, chances are that they will come up to the surface later,” she said. Another official said the search operation had lasted for five hours at the spot. Over 25 fire tenders were also part of the rescue operation, Delhi fire service chief Atul Garg said.



Shubhomoy Sikdar New Delhi



A portion of the Ghazipur landfill in east Delhi collapsed on Friday killing two people, including a woman, and injuring five others. Authorities and locals fear that there might be many more people trapped under the tonnes of garbage, which allegedly fell due to recent heavy rain. The falling garbage crashed into a canal causing a wave of sludge to wash over a nearby road. Several vehicles that were travelling on the road were pushed into a nearby open drain. The two deceased were in separate vehicles that were pushed into the water. Eyewitnesses said the incident occurred around 2.15 p.m. and heard a loud sound as a huge part of the mountain of garbage began to collapse.



A wave of garbage Eyewitness Rashmi said the falling garbage first crashed over a service lane, which is used by levelling vehicles and excavators, and then filled the canal. The mixture of garbage and water then washed over a public road and pushed several vehicles into a drain. The family of one of the deceased, Abhishek, said the water rose like a wave and washed away a car, two motor cycles and a scooter. A total of seven people were travelling in the vehicles that were pushed into the drain. The wave of garbage also broke a boundary wall and damaged some transmission poles. It also flattened the iron grill, which had been put up near the road to prevent vehicles from falling into the drain.



The driver of the car, which fell into the water body, was able to break his side of the window and swim to safety. Abhishek, who was riding a motorbike, was with his cousin Amit. His other cousin Deepak was on another bike. Both vehicles were pushed into the drain. The scooter was occupied by siblings Rajkumari and Pankaj. Those living near the drain gathered to rescue the victim and were able to pull out Pankaj, Amit and Deepak.



Massive rescue operation The search and rescue mission was soon joined by teams from the Delhi Police, the Delhi Disaster Management Authority, the National Disaster Response Force, Civil Defence personnel, fire fighters, ambulances and divers. A couple of hours later, the bodies of Rajkumari (28) and Abhishek (22) were also fished out of the water. Deputy Commissioner of Police (East) Omvir Singh Bishnoi said a case has been registered against unknown persons. East Delhi Municipal Corporation, which is responsible for the upkeep of the landfill, blamed rains for the landslide. “We are looking into the incident. An inquiry committee will be set up to see what went wrong. The rescue operations are still on,” said EDMC commissioner Ranvir Singh. Several locals said that the disaster was waiting to happen as the heavy rain and chemical reactions, such as methane burning, was slowly eroding the base of the mass that came down. WARNING SIGNS A PAGE 2



Big clean-up job: A bulldozer clears garbage from a road near the Ghazipur landfill on Friday.



*



R. V. MOORTHY



Family gives up hope after losing son



AAP, BJP engage in blame game over disaster



22-year-old Abhishek was riding a bike when he was hit by a wave of garbage



East Delhi civic body accuses govt of apathy; AAP says it’s a clear case of negligence



Shubhomoy Sikdar New Delhi



Sustenance was never easy for the family of 22-year-old Abhishek, but the new job he had recently landed had made him the financial mainstay in his family of five and fuelled a lot of optimism and hope. His income of a few thousand rupees fitting dish antennas was not about to alter the family’s fortunes dramatically, but it instilled hope that they would move out of the two tiny rooms that they were forced to squeeze into in Rajbir Nagar, east Delhi. Abhishek had also been CM YK



putting away a little money every month for the marriage of his younger sister, who is still a minor.



Dreams crushed But fate, as Abhishek’s father chose to put it, had other plans for them and brought to a screeching end all the dreams they had started to see. The family said that Abhishek had been out with his cousins Amit and Deepak for some ‘personal’ work on Friday. Abhishek and Deepak were on one bike, which he was driving, while Amit was on another motorbike. They were near the



Abhishek



Ghazipur landfill in east Delhi when suddenly a tide of water and garbage swept them into a drain. Amit and Deepak were



fortunate as locals were able to fish them out quickly. Though they were injured, the duo immediately started looking for Abhishek. The water was shallow but with each passing moment, the concern was building up. There own search was in vain, and the brothers were taken to the hospital. Rescuers meanwhile continued to sift through the drain. Towards the evening, the family’s worst fears came true. Abhishek was declared brought dead by hospital authorities. With Abhishek gone the family has lost all hope.



Staff Reporter New Delhi



The deaths of two people due to a collapse at the Ghazipur landfill on Friday became a flashpoint between the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) government and the BJP-ruled East Delhi Municipal Corporation (EDMC), with each blaming the other for the incident. After visiting the site with Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia and Kondli MLA Manoj Kumar, Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal said that landfills were the wrong way to handle the city’s garbage. Mr. Kejriwal later tweeted:



“Visited Ghazipur site. Its man made disaster. Criminal. Mountains of garbage. Why doesn't MCD use modern technology to manage solid waste? (sic).” The landfill is maintained by the EDMC.



Over capacity: Mayor EDMC Mayor Neema Bhagat, however, hit back at the Delhi government saying it had been “irresponsible”. “The landfill has been operating beyond its capacity since around 2002. We have requested for land to ease the burden. The Delhi Development Authority (DDA) has



approved 150 acres for us. The NOC is likely to be issued in September,” Ms. Bhagat said. Reacting to Ms. Bhagat’s statement, AAP Delhi spokesperson and Greater Kailash MLA Saurabh Bharadwaj lashed out at her “ignorance”. “The DDA, which is responsible for allotting land, and the civic bodies, which oversee the landfill, both fall under the Centre through the Lieutenant-Governor and the BJP,” he said. “The government does not control land. The BJP-led municipalities just need a



scapegoat for their inaction. This is a clear case of negligence... we will have to wait for an inquiry to see who is responsible,” Mr. Bharadwaj said.



‘Compensate victims’ Delhi BJP president Manoj Tiwari expressed concern over the incident and said he has asked for a report from the east Delhi Mayor. He added that it was important to develop alternate landfill sites for Delhi and scientific disposal of garbage. Delhi Congress head Ajay Maken asked for compensation for the victims. B ND-NDE
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IN BRIEF



Mega PTM organised NEW DELHI



The Delhi government organised a mega parentteacher meeting (PTM) on Friday in all its 1,041 schools. Deputy Chief Minister and Education Minister Manish Sisodia visited several government schools in Hari Nagar and Shakti Nagar to interact with parents, children and teachers. STAFF REPORTER



Three held for murder NEW DELHI



Three persons were arrested on Friday for allegedly killing a man in Outer Delhi Ranhola on Wednesday. The accused had allegedly stabbed the man over a debt of ₹35,000 he owed the victim’s brother. STAFF REPORTER



Wanted criminal held NEW DELHI



A criminal associated with Mukim Kala gang who was carrying a reward of ₹15,000 was arrested on Tuesday following a tipoff. Munshad alias Ashu alias Pehlwan had escaped from Mainpuri jail after scaling its boundary wall in March. STAFF REPORTER



CM launches campaign on vector-borne diseases Staff Reporter New Delhi



Launching a city-wide campaign to prevent the spread of vector-borne diseases on Friday, Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal said Residents’ Welfare Associations (RWAs), and children and women should lead the charge to prevent mosquito breeding in their communities and homes. A large-scale training programme for RWAs, school principals and teachers, NGOs and other community groups was organised by the government at Thyagraj Stadium. After a short film on how to prevent dengue, chikungunya and malaria was screened, Mr. Kejriwal urged Delhiites to take up the campaign against the diseases. He said three campaigns were needed to reduce the spread of the diseases. First, he said, each RWA should conduct an inspection in their area every Sunday to look for clean water collecting, since it is in this water that denguecausing mosquitoes breed. Then, he said, children should spend 10 minutes before going to school to check their homes for collected water and mosquitoes breeding. Lastly, he said that women should inspect their homes for potential mosquito breeding sites.



DELHI TODAY September 2 Talk: International Symposium on Ties That Bind – Ikat: Past, Present, Future at Lecture Room-II Basement (Annexe), India International Centre, Max Mueller Marg, 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. Music: “Sur-Varsha Classical Evening”. Hindustani classical vocal recital by Rabin Chowdhury, followed by Dhruv Bedi’s sitar recital. Zakir Dholpuri on Harmonium & Abhijit Aich on Tabla at Amaltas, India Habitat Centre, Lodi Road at 7 p.m. Music: “Thumri Festival” - A festival of light classical music presenting outstanding young talent along with the maestros. Hindustani Classical music by Kalpana Zokarkar, Ramakant Gaikwad and Malini Awasthi at Kamani Auditorium, Mandi House, 6:30 p.m. Exhibition: “Forms of Spirit” group show of painting, drawing, photography, printmaking, sculpture and new media at All India Fine Arts & Craft Society (AIFACS), 1 Rafi Marg, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Exhibition: ‘In the Shadow of the Pyramids’ by Egyptian photographer Laura El-Tantawy at Triveni Kala Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.



September 3 Culture: Foundation stone laying ceremony of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam Cultural Centre. Mangala Vadyam, KalashaSthapanam, Punyahavachanam and Sankalpam, 7 a.m.; Ganapati Havan, Navagraha Havan and Srisukta Havan, 7:30 a.m.; Foundation Laying, 8:30 a.m.; Chandi Havan, 9 a.m. Purnahuti followed by Maha Prasadam, 12:30 p.m. at Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam Cultural Centre, R.K. Puram. (Mail your listings for this column at [email protected])
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Experts had warned of such a disaster



Minor help rescued



‘Govt agencies should work towards a comprehensive waste management plan, which should include segregation at source’



Staff Reporter



Soumya Pillai New Delhi



The Capital’s oldest garbage dump site, the Ghazipur landfill, could not bear the weight of the trash it had been holding for over three decades and on Friday a portion of it came crashing down, killing two people. Environment experts said that it was a disaster waiting to happen, triggered by apathy of the civic and government agencies. Chitra Mukherjee, the head of programmes at NGO Chintan, which works with rag-pickers who sift through the garbage at these landfills, said the government only wakes up to such incidents when a disaster such as this occurs. “These landfills are a ticking bomb. In Delhi, most landfills passed their saturation date years ago. In fact, these are not even landfills in the true sense and are merely dump sites with no scientific regulations. If we continue to mindlessly pile trash over trash, we are only inviting trouble for ourselves,” Ms. Mukherjee said.



Waste Atlas She added that government agencies should work towards a comprehensive waste management plan, which should include segregation at source and decentralised composting. Delhi’s Ghazipur landfill, one of the four methanefilled simmering landfills in the Capital, is on the Waste Atlas 2014 list of 50 biggest dump sites in the world. Since 1984, when the landfill became operational, it has collected around 14 million tonnes of trash, including household waste, construction waste, plastic and animal waste from the fish market and dairy nearby. Last year, the Supreme Court had compared the height of the garbage dumps in the city to Qutub Minar, which stands at 72.5 metres.



The height of the Ghazipur landfill was measured as 45 metres by the East Delhi Municipal Corporation (EDMC) in 2016. Atop the 71-acre dump, rag-pickers, many of them children, go around collecting every possible bit of recyclable material. An entire eco-system has been created around the landfill. At least 30 lakh people live within 10 km of the landfill and the nearest residential settlement is just 200 metres away. The landfill is not just polluting the local air and groundwater, but also poses a serious threat to Sanjay Lake, which is around 2.5 km away. The site also threatens the Yamuna, which is around 7 km away from Ghazipur. Anumita Roychowdhury, the director (operations) at the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE), said that these landfills crossed their longevity years ago. “Getting more sites for landfills will not help because waste will be generated everyday and new landfills will also get exhausted someday. Plans need to be made around recycling our waste so that minimum waste goes to these sites,” she said, adding that Friday’s incident was most likely caused by heavy rain, which caused the piled garbage to collapse.



Search on: Rescue operations under way at the spot where a part of the Ghazipur landfill collapsed on Friday.



Partners for Law in Development (PLD) on Friday released the findings of a study on pre-trial and trial stages of rape prosecutions in Delhi that was done observing 16 cases in four fast track special courts in Delhi from January 2014 to March 2015. The study found that in the trial phase, the defence questions during cross-examination are inevitably hostile, often sexually suggestive to insinuate consent. It was found that none of the cases were concluded within a period of two months and that there is a lack of legal orientation of the victim on



legal procedure. Speaking at a panel discussion following the release of the report, senior advocate Rebecca John said the Criminal Law Amendment of 2013 was enacted following the Nirbhaya incident to plug gaps in legal framework and redress for victims of sexual violence, which has brought about a change as courts are far more sensitive in Delhi. However, she pointed out that attempting to complete a rape trial in two months was completely unrealistic. “I have been an opponent of fast track courts because I feel you do not end up giving justice to anyone. There is a bypass of procedures, a use



of short cuts and quality of evidence is compromised,” she said.



Language in courtroom She called for a change in the language inside a courtroom, as it is often used to intimidate the witness. “While the witness is under cross-examination, the judicial officer is unable to control the kind of questioning that takes place of the rape victim. It is not because the judicial officer is not sympathetic to the rape victim but because but of the questions that she is asked are often an attempt to shame her,” she said citing examples from the study.



PLD executive director Madhu Mehra said while police paperwork appears like clockwork when you check records, the timeline is often not consistent when you speak to the victim. The report found that some victims experienced obstacles and harassment from the police in registering an FIR. And in many cases, zero FIR was not registered. In the pre-trial stage, the study also found that in most cases medical examination was not conducted in consonance with stipulated guidelines and in some cases the medical staff displayed hostility toward the victims. The report also said al-



though the prosecutrix was shielded from the accused within the court by in-camera trials and a screen to shield her from intimidation by the accused during the trial, there was need for victim-witness protection outside court premises, where the accused and his relatives continue to have access to the victim, and within the court precincts in waiting areas and outside the court. The reports says the most pressing lacuna that emerges is the absence of support services that enable the victim to access judicial remedies and enable restorative justice within and outside the court processes.
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Fear of displacement mars Id festivities at Rohingya camp Govt’s deportation proposal spells doom for over 50 families at refugee camp in Madanpur Khadar months in the jail before finally coming here,” he said.



Ismat Ara NEW DELHI



Even though the Supreme Court has agreed to hear their plea against the government's proposed move to deport 40,000 Rohingya Muslims back to Myanmar, fear of displacement is palpable from the subdued preparations for Id-ul-Azha in the refugee camp at Madanpur Khadar setup by the Zakat Foundation of India. About 50 Rohingya families, comprising of 300 people, including 100 children, live in this camp called Darul Hijrat, which literally translates to the “house of migrated”. These people fled their native state Rakhine in Myanmar to escape persecution many years ago and have been living in India ever since.



Family concerns Sanjeeda Begum, the owner of a bangles and henna kiosk, is disappointed as the sales haven’t soared to her



Subdued atmosphere: A scene at the Rohingya settlement in Kalinidi Kunj on Friday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA *



expectation this Id-ul-Azha, or ‘Bakrid’, as they now are accustomed to call it. The 24-year-old Rohingya left Myanmar in 2012 and lived in Bangladesh for some time. She moved to India after her husband remarried, abandoning her, and her two children. “The sale of my bangles and henna has not increased this Id. Our people are so worried about what is happening in our country that nobody is thinking



R. V. MOORTHY



Our report headlined “No major change in power tariffs”, published on Page 1 of Delhi Metro on Friday, erroneously quoted Delhi Power Secretary Varsha Joshi as saying it was a huge achievement for the government that there had been no power tariff hike for three years. She merely said it was a huge achievement that there had been no hike. The error crept in at the editing stage and is deeply regretted.



Findings of a study on pre-trial and trial stages of rape prosecutions in Delhi released New Delhi



*



Remuneration The girl claimed she was neither given remuneration nor was she allowed to meet her family members over the past few years. Refuting the allegations, the employers said the payment was made directly to the placement agency. The girl was taken to the Child Welfare Committee (CWC) to record her statements and was then sent to a shelter home. Ms. Maliwal said, “It is sad to know that she was forced to work since she was just 6-yearold and has not even been paid. The DCW and CWC should work together and recover her pending salary in accordance with the declared minimum wage from her employer.”



Correction



‘Attempt to complete rape trial in 2 months unrealistic’ Jaideep Deo Bhanj



NEW DELHI



The Delhi Commission for Women (DCW) on Friday rescued a minor working as domestic help from an apartment in Dwarka. The girl had allegedly been employed in the household since the past decade. The DCW claimed the 16-year-old was brought to the Capital when she was just 6-year-old by a placement agency from Jharkhand. After DCW chairperson Swati Maliwal received a tip-off about the minor, a team comprising DCW and Delhi Police officials rescued her.



about the festival. We don’t have any news of our family back home,” she said. About 70 children from the camp are studying in Vidya Mandir and God’s Grace, two nearby schools. Modh. Ayaz, an eight-yearold boy, is trying hard to memorise English and Hindi alphabets, but he remembers clearly his journey from home to India. “When we tried to escape, we were caught by the police and had to spend several



No option Asked if he wanted to go back, the little boy expressed his desire see his country properly “once”. In the same camp lives Ayaz’s maternal uncle Ataullah, who is passionate about football and has played various games across the Capital. The 24-year-old football player is forced to work as a labourer because of his financial position. Union Minister Kiren Rijiju’s stance on deportation of Rohingyas has forced them to fear for their future. “If we had the option of going back to our own country, we would definitely have. Why don’t they understand this? Nobody likes to live in a foreign land away from their homes and loved ones,” the footballer said. Sitting near an Anganwadi centre set up to teach children of the area, two teenaged boys spoke of how they have been attending



English classes in hope of making a better living. Noor Mohommad, 17, who worked at Al-Shifa Hospital’s canteen during the day, said he attends night classes to improve his English.



Money for relatives Asked about Id preparations, he said: “All my earnings went into buying clothes for my younger brother and father this time.” He also wants to send some money to his relatives in Myanmar. “Back home, we had to pay half the goat’s cost as tax to the government on Bakrid. Even though we had to suffer a lot, at least on occasions like Id, all our loved ones were together,” he said. Despite the struggle to settle in a foreign land and make ends meet, the Rohingyas at the camp are thankful to be alive in a time when they have no news of their families back home. Their houses are plagued with diseases, illiteracy and poverty, but they’re houses nevertheless.



4th consecutive win for DTF in DUTA elections Prof. Rajib Ray wins presidential post Shinjini Ghosh NEW DELHI



The presidential candidate fielded by Left-affiliated Democratic Teachers’ Front (DTF) in the biennial Delhi University Teachers’ Association (DUTA) elections on Thursday won by a margin of 261 votes on Friday. This is the fourth consecutive term that the DTF will be at the helm of the teachers’ association in DU. Rajib Ray, a professor of Philosophy at Kirori Mal College, confirmed his presidential seat with a decisive margin of 2,636 votes. He defeated V.S. Negi of the National Democratic Teachers’ Front (NDTF) who polled 2,375 votes. The election this year recorded a polling of approximately 7,200 votes.



‘Historic victory’ Even as Professor Ray said the victory was a historic one considering the present state of affairs, the DTF said in a statement, “The DTF has won at a time when the Central government has chosen to unleash the worst possible set of policy changes based on a blueprint prepared by the NITI Aayog. The election victory is a mandate to defend the rights and dignity of teachers.” Referring to the fourth consecutive win, the state-



Rajib Ray is a professor of Philosophy at Kirori Mal College. ment added, “It is a testimony to the DTF’s commitment to an honest and uncompromising struggle on issues of collective interest, which has been recognised by the teachers.”



Autonomous colleges On the issue of constitution of autonomous colleges within DU, Prof. Ray said, “The DUTA has already articulated its opposition to this scheme. Autonomous colleges is a scheme of promoting self-financing courses. This will only lead to a greater control of managements and will only make education expensive for students. This will adversely impact teachers’ service conditions and working environment. We are committed to taking the issue to the students and parents to draw their live support to our movement.”



Section of DU professors, students allege harassment Press Trust of India New Delhi



A section of Delhi University professors and students of the Cluster Innovation Centre (CIC) on Friday alleged harassment by a group of men claiming to be members of the DU Students’ Union (DUSU). An FIR was filed at Maurice Nagar police station



based on a complaint by the professors. According to Ashu Mishra, an Assistant Professor of humanities and social sciences, a group of men claiming to be DUSU members had been frequenting the CIC for the past few days and causing “inconvenience to women students by stalking them”. B ND-NDE
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Building collapses at Sadar Bazar Two persons suffer minor injuries



‘Need to balance transparency and privacy’ Staff Reporter New Delhi



Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley on Friday spoke on the dichotomy between transparency and privacy confronting the country, at a lecture held in the memory of former Speaker of Delhi Assembly Charti Lal Goel. Speaking on “New India



and Political Transparency” Mr. Jaitley said, “There is no transparency in current political funding and there is no clean money. But we are also trying to run a cleanliness campaign related to it.” Transparency in political funding, the Union Finance Minister said, was the anathema for “unclean money.”



“Transparency and privacy, there is a confrontation between the two today; there must be balance and reconciliation in it,” he said. The citizens, he further said, needed to “believe in the decisions of the government” because governance could not coexist in an atmosphere of disbelief.



Mishap site: Rescue operations under way at the building collapse site at Sadar Bazar on Friday. SANDEEP SAXENA *



Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



A four-storey building collapsed in Sadar Bazar’s Paan Mandi area on Friday evening. Two persons suffered minor injuries in the incident. A rescue operation was under way till late evening to make sure no one was stuck under the debris, the police said. Around 4.15 p.m., 35year-old Ganga Ram was sitting on the ground floor of the building — which had four garment shops – with seven others. Mr. Ganga, an employee at one of the shops who also runs a tea stall, heard the roof collapsing and a few bricks rolling down. “I came outside and figured that the building was about to fall. I immediately alerted others who



came out running,” he said. But, Mr. Ganga’s younger brother Raja Ram and another employee Raju suffered injuries while trying to escape who were taken to St Stephen’s Hospital.



Several complaints The building, locals claimed, was over 100 years old and the three floors above the shops was used as godown by several shopkeepers of the market. “The building had cracks in the walls. We had made several complaints to the owner and even officials of North Municipal Corporation but nobody took note of it,” alleged Mr. Ganga. Senior officials of the North Delhi Muncipal Corporation said that the building was not in the list of dangerous buildings.



No ill-treatment of AAP MLA: L-G office Staff Reporter New Delhi



Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal’s office on Friday denied and termed “unfortunate” the allegations that ill-treatment had been meted out to Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) legislator Sarita Singh during a seven-hourlong sit-in protest over the issue of mohalla clinics at Raj Niwas. Media reports and talk on social media about Rohtas Nagar MLA Sarita Singh,



CM YK



who is seven months pregnant, was “ill-treated” by the L-G’s office, was generated, by her decision to be “economical with truth”, the Raj Niwas said in a statement. “The MLAs, including Ms. Singh, were not restricted from leaving the premises. She chose to stay back even as MLA Parmila Tokas left. An ambulance with all facilities were also stationed outside the Raj Niwas to provide any assistance,” the statement added.



B ND-NDE
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IN BRIEF



‘BJP govt. sided with anti-national company’



3 charred to death as car catches fire in Gurugram Victims were seated in parked vehicle; police rule out foul play; no case registered



The Aam Aadmi Party on Friday said that demonetisation by government was an example of corruption cases in history which was announced to convert black money of their near and dear ones. AAP leader Dilip Pandey said that a blacklisted company De La Rue was hired to print notes for India. “This company is accused of siding with Pakistan’s ISI, and the BJP has no qualms about having business with them, despite being blacklisted,” he said.



Row erupts over Deendayal statue RAMPUR



A controversy has erupted over the installation of a statue of Jan Sangh idealogue Deendayal Upadhyay on the National Highway 24. The foundation work had started about four days ago following which Samajwadi Party leader Azam Khan went to the spot along with his supporters on Thursday. “The district administration’s permission to dig foundation for the statue’s installation was in violation of the orders of the Supreme Court, HC and the State chief secretary,” Mr. Khan claimed. The work was later stopped. PTI



Investigation panel to submit report by December Legal Correspondent NEW DELHI



Ashok Kumar



NEW DELHI



Two former SC judges to probe anti-Sikh riots cases



GURUGRAM



Three men were charred to death in a freak accident, on Thursday evening, when their car parked on the roadside outside a hotel in Sector 61 suddenly went up in flames. Eyewitnesses informed the police and also tried to break the window glass of the car to pull the men out, but it was all over in less than 10 minutes. “The flames engulfed the car within minutes, and the police and the eyewitnesses had little opportunity,” said Station House Officer, Badshahpur, Rajender Kumar. The deceased, all residents of Padla village, have been identified as Narender, 28, Gajender, 38, and Devender, 38. The bodies were handed over to the families after conducting postmortem on Friday afternoon.



Freak accident: (Top) The remains of the car that burst into flames killing three occupants on Thursday. MANOJ KUMAR



Liquor could be cause The police suspect that the three were consuming liquor inside the car with its airconditioner running and had probably passed out before the fire broke out. “Two of the bodies were found on the rear seat and one on the driver’s seat. It seems the duo on the rear



seat was passed out and did not make any efforts to escape when the fire broke out. However, the one on the front seat was probably conscious and seemed to make an attempt of escaping. The fire started from the engine and soon engulfed the entire car,” said investigation of-



*



ficer, assistant sub-inspector Munshi. Gajender’s uncle Mahender Singh said that the trio left the village around 4 p.m. on Thursday and bought liquor from a neighbouring village before proceeding to Gurugram. “It is difficult to say as to how the fire broke out. Some electricians fixing a fault on



an electric pole noticed the flames around 10 p.m. and rushed to the spot. They tried to break the window glass and also threw sand to douse the flames, but the fire was of high intensity. Police and a fire brigade team also reached the spot, but it was all over by then,” said Mr. Singh, a retired havaldar from the Indian Army. Gajender, who is survived by his wife and two children, was in the business of making signboards. The car belonged to Devender, who had large land holdings. The police could reach the family of Devender with the help of the registration number of the car. The family of Narender, a daily-wager, got the news in the morning. “Narender’s family lives on the outskirts of the village and does not have a mobile phone. They got to know about his death in the morning,” said Narender’s uncle Jile Singh, who had come to claim the body at the mortuary. Narender’s father Leelu Ram said that his son had got married just six months ago. Both, Gajender and Narender, were sole bread winners of their family. The police have ruled out foul play and no case has been registered.



The Supreme Court on Friday appointed two former judges, Justices K.S. Radhakrishnan and J.M. Panchal, on the supervisory committee tasked with vetting the investigation into 241 anti-Sikh riots cases closed by a Special Investigation Team (SIT). On August 16, a Bench led by Justice Dipak Misra had decided to independently examine the investigation records of the 241 cases.



The committee would report back to the court by December. A total of 3,325 people were killed in the 1984 riots in which Delhi alone accounted for 2,733 deaths, while the rest occurred in Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and other States. The SIT was set up on February 12, 2015, following a recommendation by the Home Ministry-appointed Justice (retd) G.P. Mathur committee. The SIT is



headed by Pramod Asthana, an IPS officer of 1986 batch. It has Rakesh Kapoor, a retired district and sessions judge, and Kumar Gyanesh, an additional deputy commissioner of Delhi Police, as its members. The SIT had questioned Congress leader Sajjan Kumar thrice and asked him questions about the allegations that he instigated a mob in Janakpuri on November 1, 1984, which led to the killing of two Sikhs — Sohan Singh and his son-inlaw Avtar Singh.



Will facilitate ration to everyone in Capital: HC Court says will ensure Aadhaar to everyone to avoid crisis Press Trust of India New Delhi



The Delhi High Court on Friday said it will ensure that nobody sleeps hungry in the national capital and everyone gets ration. A Bench of Acting Chief Justice Gita Mittal and Justice C. Hari Shankar made the observation after it was informed that some slum dwellers in south Delhi were facing difficulty in getting subsidised foodgrains under



the Public Distribution System (PDS) due to the lack of Aadhaar cards.



Suggest mechanism To this, the Bench asked the petitioner NGO and the authorities concerned to suggest a mechanism which does not have human intervention which creates problem. “You tell us how to regulate functioning of fair price shops. We will ensure and fa-



cilitate ration to everybody in Delhi. We will ensure Aadhaar to everyone. You tell us what problem they are facing. We will ensure that nobody sleeps hungry in Delhi,” the Bench said. The court was hearing a plea by an NGO, Delhi Rozi Roti Adhikar Abhiyan, which seeks disbursal of subsidised foodgrains to the beneficiaries under the National Food Security Act (NFSA) without Aadhaar cards.



Fleet of new buses to roll out soon Day 1: No takers for Noida Authority’s realty scheme



Delhi Cabinet approves proposal to procure 2,000 buses Staff Reporter New Delhi



The Delhi Cabinet on Friday approved a proposal to procure 2,000 buses, including 1,000 for the Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC), to strengthen public transportation in the Capital. The decision was taken at a Cabinet meeting chaired by Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal following which Transport Minister Kailash Gahlot announced that the said fleet of non-AC, standard-floor buses would be rolled out within a year. Mr. Gahlot said that the DTC would be responsible for maintaining its new fleet in a move which is a departure from the previous practice which saw DTC buses being maintained by the company supplying the vehicles to the public transporter. “As per the decision, government would procure a total of 2,000 buses, which includes 1,000 DTC and



New responsibility: DTC will maintain the new fleet



1,000 cluster buses. All these buses would be standardfloor buses. In the next eight months, cluster buses will start operating. DTC’s new fleet will come in one year,” Mr. Gahlot told a press conference.



Dismisses reports The Minister also dismissed reports that the DTC would be shut down due to shortage of buses. “After almost four years, DTC will get new buses and in view of this, it is a historic decision (to pro-



*



FILE PHOTO



cure new buses),” Mr. Gahlot tweeted. Several bus manufacturing companies had not been showing interest in DTC tenders, floated over nine times in the past for the procurement of new buses, due to the maintenance costs. As per an official statement, the DTC shall procure 1,000 Fully Built Non-AC CNG propelled standard size buses with standard floor height of 900 mm without AMC (Annual maintenance Contract) from Vehicle Man-



ufacturers. In addition, the Transport Department shall engage 1,000 Fully Built CNG propelled standard size buses with 900 mm floor height through Private Entities in Cluster scheme. According to the government, there would be an estimated expenditure of ₹330 crore related to the procurement of the said 1,000 DTC Buses. “For the engagement of 1,000 cluster buses, an additional viability gap funding of ₹211 crore per year is estimated to be incurred by the government. These buses shall have in-built CCTV cameras and screens as per the pre-define specification and architecture given to the vehicle manufacturers as part of the tender conditions,” said a senior government official adding that a depot space of approximately 42 acres had already been allocated for parking 1,000 cluster buses.



Staff Reporter Noida



The Noida Authority did not receive any proposal from any builder on the first day of its new scheme to revive sick realty projects, Noida Authority CEO Atal Rai said on Friday. According to the scheme, developers are supposed to deposit 10% of the total land dues and the Authority will grant temporary completion certificates for half of the project. Registry of flats would be executed by paying the remaining dues flat wise. The scheme, which opened on Friday, will remain applicable till November 30. The authority had expected that the scheme would be eagerly accepted by developers and render relief to thousands of home buyers. However, the lack of re-



Namrata Joshi
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New formula On August 24, the Authority had devised the new formula for issuing Completion Certificates (CC) to underconstruction group housing projects in Noida. “The policy decision was taken to end the builderbuyer deadlock. Once implemented, it is likely to benefit nearly 40 residential projects, which are almost com-



plete,” Noida Authority CEO Amit Mohan Prasad had said. According to the formula, the Authority will grant temporary completion certificates to half of the project on payment of 10% of land dues owed to it by the builder. Mr. Prasad said that if the builder has applied for completion of 10 towers, the temporary completion will be given for five towers. At the time of registry of the property, the Noida Authority will ask the builder to deposit 65% of dues owed to it. The scheme would help the developer clear the dues in instalments and ensure handover flats to the buyers. The Authority has also planned to rope in private agencies to keep an eye on private developers’ realty projects.



The only novelty in this jaded thriller is a Sanjay Gandhi-like villain



Crackling dialogue, Seema Pahwa in all her glory and an effective ensemble. But haven’t we been there before?



Namrata Joshi



Shubh Mangal Savdhaan Director: R.S. Prasanna Starring: Ayushmann Khurrana, Bhumi Pednekar, Seema Pahwa, Brijendra Kala Storyline: Mudit and Sugandha are about to get married when erectile dysfunction suddenly shows up as the villain. Run time: 105.25 minutes



Singing a new tune: Bhumi Pednekar and Ayushmann Khurana in a scene from the film



get the North Indian milieu right in the Hindi version of his own Tamil original, Kalyana Samayal Saadham, are laid to rest. This is largely because of writer Hitesh Kewalya writing that fittingly hinges on the unobtrusive details and minutiae of life. Be it the Delhi lingo, its lingerie salesmen or the lives — and loves — that are



sponse has come as a major setback for the authority, which is supposed to recover ₹30,000 crore from various developers in Noida. “From the day of the announcement of the scheme, we were hoping that many developers would participate as proposal for introduction of such policy was requested by the developers in the last meetings,” Mr. Rai added.



NEW DELHI



Three months after the BJP took power in the municipal corporations in May, the Delhi Congress on Friday released a 100-day report card of the functioning of the civic bodies, accusing them of not achieving any of their targets. Releasing the report, Delhi Congress president Ajay Maken said that due to the tussle between the BJP and the Aam Aadmi Party government, there had been no progress after the civic polls. For instance, he said, the North Delhi Municipal Corporation was yet to constitute its Standing Committee. Apart from the report, the Congress also released a series of short videos on various issues meant to be shared on social media with the hashtag ##100DaysMCDfailure.



Kaun banega con?



Cinema of small things



It's a short and sweet film based on a wisp of an idea. However, though things are set well, the resolution gets clumsy and flat. To borrow an image from the film itself, it's a biscuit that’s crisp to start with, becoming a soggy, tea-dipped one towards the end. However, any worries about Prasanna being able to



Staff Reporter



Scheme aims to revive sick projects, provide relief to buyers



FILM REVIEWS



Back in 2015, in Dum Laga Ke Haisha, Seema Pahwa played the mother, concerned about her daughter’s marriage not getting consummated, suggesting that she should watch English films for stimulation. “Mahaul banega, kranti aayegi vicharon mein” (It will help build the mood, rouse your feelings). In Shubh Mangal Savdhaan she reprises the same mother figure but with such fresh light-footedness that you almost let go of the concurrent feeling of déjà vu. Hear her try talking about the birds and the bees — Aladdin and “gufa” (cave)— to her daughter Sugandha (Bhumi Pednekar) and it’d be difficult for even the most grim to not chortle and chuckle. What is refreshing and hilarious in Shubh Mangal Savdhaan is the portrayal of sex as a familial concern; neither brushed under the carpet, nor turned into some boring biological lesson. Mudit (Ayushmann Khurrana) and Sugandha are about to get married when the spectre of erectile dysfunction begins to loom large, threatening to end their straight and simple love story into a tragedy.



BJP failed to achieve targets: Cong.



staunchly banal and ordinary. He writes some crackling scenes and dialogue — that first awkward attempt at a roll in the hay in the DDA flat with Neelesh Mishra on the radio as the soundtrack, the family brawl in the theatre or the encounter with a veterinarian who believes that man is also an animal — a social



animal. There are also some inspired potshots taken at “Digital India” and demonetisation — the long queues and cashless ATMs as spots for romantic rendezvous. Khurrana does yet another turn as a man weighed down by his complexes. Three films old and Pednekar is becoming firmly entrenched as this simple but strong and earnest girl who would bring her man — and his conscience — alive. The many characters, families and relationships, their quirks and quarrels feel relatable, played as they are by an ensemble of actors who seem to be born to their roles. Hope their welcome presence now doesn’t get sealed as a formula for the future. Shubh Mangal Savdhaan’s charm is in the little things than the bigger picture.



A heist film set during the Emergency, all that Baadshaho boasts of in the name of authenticity is a villainous politician called Sanjeev (Priyanshu Chatterjee) who’s a slimy Sanjay Gandhi lookalike. Sanjeev, for some strange reason is surrounded by semi-clad, dead asleep women. He’s also got an officer at his beck and call to confiscate the gold reserves of Rani Geetanjali (Ileana D’Cruz), a Rajasthani royalty who has lost her privy purse. She must get a group of thugs together to loot the gold back. What follows is a mess of a film in which robberies and escapes happen way too easily, twists and turns pile up badly, characters appear and disappear randomly. Why did Sharad Kelkar have to be there at all? I am still scratching my head to make sense of it all. In a nutshell, the film is all about people conning each other and it’s for the viewer to figure out the biggest con kaun? But who cares! Luthria is extremely selfaware in keeping things oldfashioned and devoid of logic. But that doesn’t make the film retro cool, it just makes it terribly worn out and jaded. The stress on the



Masala fare without spice: Ajay Devgn and Ileana D’Cruz



hero’s entry, the cultivated swagger, the sexy item number, a listless set of actors sleepwalking through their roles and another set on the fringe behaving like puppets. On top of that there are



Baadshaho Milan Luthria Ajay Devgn, Emraan Hashmi, Ileana D’Cruz, Esha Gupta, Vidyut Jamwal, Sanjay Mishra Storyline: A queen deprived of her wealth, plans a robbery to get it all back Run time: 162 minutes Director: Starring:



some utterly inane lines like “wo army hain to hum harami hain” and an expression like “desi tharre mein angrezi whiskey” to describe a Westernised girl. A chase in the blue Jodhpur streets and rooftops promises to bring things alive but peters off just as fast. There’s more. Bad Rajasthani accents, a socialistic distribution of gold and an abrupt climax that leaves one with the promise of a sequel. Not that there would be many takers. Baadshaho is a masala film that doesn’t get a single spice right. B ND-NDE
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IN BRIEF



Enthralling music lovers Sitar maestro Ustad Shujaat Khan will regale connoisseurs of Hindustani classical music at the upcoming edition of Anant Gatha at Kamani Auditorium in Delhi on September 10. This Banyan Tree’s popular festival features performance of only a solitary maestro in one evening. The festival is an attempt to bring back the magic of full length concerts, thus featuring one maestro only in one evening. Since the past three years, Anant Gatha has travelled to Mumbai, Pune, Bangalore, Delhi and Ahmedabad and this year will extend its journey to Hyderabad.Maestros like Ustad Rashid Khan, Pt. Hariprasad Chaurasia, Sangeet Martand Pt. Jasraj, Pt. Shivkumar Sharma have graced this festival in the past.



Pulsating evening It was an evening full of music as rapper Raftaar was in his element at a concert at Siri Fort Auditorium in Delhi recently. He demonstrated the art of holding attention of crowd, who came in large numbers from the city as well as National Capital Region. After the concert concluded, Raftaar said: “I am glad that I received support from the audience. I was amazed to watch such an amazing crowd, my audience is my greatest strength.” Organised by Swag Production & Saffire Entertainment, the singer sang his popular songs including “Swag mera Desi”, “Gal goriyen”, “Snipper,” “All black” and “Tamanche Pe Disco”.



Meet the ‘singles’ champion Singer Badshah opens up on his inspirations, influences and increasing recognition of rap in Bollywood



the song is good, < > itIfdoes not matter if it is released by a music company or not. I have seen people becoming stars without any help from big companies



Atif Khan



Rapper-singer Badshah says that he is happy but not satisfied as there is still a lot to be achieved. Starting his career in 2006 alongside Yo Yo Honey Singh in his group Mafia Mundeer, his raps like Saturday Saturday gained popularity as party anthems. His last single Mercy also turned out to be a hit and he says he is doing exactly what he came out for doing and there are no compromises or hurdles for him. Recently in the city for Tuborg Open, he took some straight questions on his kind of music. Excerpts: What is your present state of mind? There is more energy and excitement now because once you know that you are being accepted you get more confident. You cannot be satisfied and happy at the same time but I am grateful to God for everything. Currently, I am excited to be working with Major Lazer on the Tuborg Open Project, which is an amazing platform for global and cultural amalgamation of music. I have been a huge fan of Major Lazer for a long time and they have done a phenomenal job in redefining Dance Music across the globe. Were there any inspirations? Apart from A.R. Rahman’s music, Eminem’s song ‘Loose yourself ’ which says cease the momentum, remains a big influence on my life. I grew up in an age when there was no internet and only popular songs used to



Visual appeal: Badshah says every rap song need not be shot in a club



come to India. He has been a social commentator and according to him life does not give you second chance and that is my life all about. Shah Rukh Khan’s stardom always inspires me. His sensibilities, way of life and the way he does business, I love him for that. How do you see the interpretation of rap in the cultural milieu of current Punjab? My lyrical content is all about entertainment. I think the culture of Punjab has changed a lot. A few years back Punjab was going through a very difficult phase but now the youth has woken up and have realised the potential of their State.



Punjab has given amazing sportspersons, stars and it is an important state financially. Punjabi songs set standards and benchmarks. Punjabi song industry was producing singles much before the trend of singles started appearing in the Hindi music industry... There is a certain amount of effort that goes into each song in an album. Why not concentrate that effort in one song and make it work for you. There is a psychological factor in audience that compares songs in an album but if they come out as singles, they will be equally accepted. Money and time play an



*



SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



important part. It is more viable for a music company to produce one song than more songs. But there is still a lack of filter in the content which is rushed in the name of rap... Digital platforms have given power in the hands of the audience. There will be ten similar looking people in front of you but you have to decide who the original is. Being influenced is just fine but copying will not help you as you will find your audience only when you have your own style. Also, good thing is corporates and the music companies know that the power is in the hands of artists now.



They cannot fool the audience anymore. If the song is good, it does not matter if it is released by a music company or not. I have seen people becoming stars without any help from big companies. There is Dhinchak Pooja also... I appreciate what she is doing. Bollywood, of late, has also started recognising the rappers by giving them full-fledged songs having a unique hook line. How do you see the trend? I think it is a welcome change and I think rap is here to stay for long time as I am seeing young kids growing up aspiring to become



rapper rather than a singer, an astonishing thing. I think it is good for the genre and for those struggling. I want audience to get hooked to it. It just has to be easy and should not make you think. It should just make you enjoy. We are not preachers or teachers; we are entertainers. There is no conscience involved apart from the fact that I am here to entertain you. What about those meaningful lyrics which Bollywood was famous for? People do it and I do not do it. If I also start doing that, what will be the difference between me and them? Kalyanji Anandji had a song



‘Aap jaisa koi meri zindagi mein aaye to baat ban jaye...’ Are lyrics saying something? No. It is all subjective and there is audience to decide what to listen. An artist is the representation of the times he is living in and so are my lyrics. There is more fun in teasing rather than being crass. A lot of my songs are being listened by families, so I keep them clean. I want maximum target group. Be it Sambhar in Rajasthan or O2 Arena in London, your visuals in songs are equally eye-catching... You do not repeat your sounds, why repeat your visuals ? Every rap song does not need to have dancing in the club, you can also dance on the wing of an aeroplane if you have money, which I had. It has to be different, it has to look grand. We are officially the only one who have shot in the O2 world arena. I am Badshah, I do whatever I want (laughs). Your relationship with Raftaar and Honey Singh says something about the frequent disagreements between the various camps... When you grow up, you tend to develop your own ideologies. It happens everywhere, groups do fallout. I think it is the difference between the ideologies. If you are having a disagreement, it is fine to part ways and that is what we did. Grown up people mind their own business. Kya pata lad marte koi kuch na kar pata. But today we all are doing well.



FOOD SPOT



SHORT TAKES



Joy sheer joy With right size and spices, Anandji’s chholey bhaturey are among the best in the city Rahul Verma



I don’t need GPS – I rely on rickshaw pullers. Whenever I need directions, I stop by a rickshaw. And I get perfect directions to my destination from one of the thousands of hard working men who have left their villages to make Delhi their home. That is why, when I was on my way to Lajpat Nagar in search of a chholey bhaturey wallah that I had not visited ever, I didn’t worry. I took the Metro from Rajendra Prasad Road to Lajpat Nagar, and once I walked out of the station at the Lajpat Nagar Metro Station, I jumped on to a waiting rickshaw. I am looking for some special chholey bhaturey, I said to him. Oh, Anandji, he replied, and took me right there. It’s nice to know that there are still some chholey bhaturey in Delhi that I have not tried out.



Seeing is believing I had been hearing about Anandji for a while, but, as it happens sometimes, I had never gone there. Last week,



Tempting grub: Chholey bhaturey at the eatery



I thought I couldn’t call myself a chhole bhatura expert if there was a much talked of place that I had not been to. So, as I said, I took the Metro. This is a 22-year-old shop in Lajpat Nagar 1. The address is Shop No 3, Krishna



Market (Tel nos 011-29817406 and 41326226; owner Bittu’s number: 9811301302). I was quite impressed by the place – it was spic and span, and had high tables for those who wanted to stand there and have a quick meal. I was



there pretty early in the day, so it was not crowded either. There were a few people there, and I was happy to see that they were all eating chholey bhaturey. I asked for four plates – each for Rs 70. The



bhatureys were not enormous, as some bhatureys are. This I thought was the right size – neither too large, nor too small. The chholey was superb – and what I really enjoyed was that it wasn’t dripping oil, or overwhelmed with spices. It was almost like the good chholey that you get at home, with the perfect balance of spices. There was a nice juicy piece of potato in the chholey, which came with chutney, some pickle and onion rings. The service is smooth, too. I went in, placed my order, paid up, went to the counter where I presented my receipt, and within fifteen minutes, I was out of the place, where my friendly neighbour GPS-wallah was waiting. There are quite a few other items on the menu, too – chholey poori, rajma rice, kadi rice and dal makhni rice, all for ₹70 a plate. There is a thali (₹ 100) and a special thali (₹ 130). From 4 pm to 8 pm you get aloo samosa, paneer pakora, jalebi and break pakora. They also sell a dal samosa, which I must try out one day.



Anandji is also known for its lassi – sweet and salted (₹ 60/₹40). I had heard about their creamy lassi, too, but I had to hurry back with my lunch. And the food packet in my hand smelled so good that I was dying to dig my teeth into it. I wouldn’t like to do a “listicle” on chholey bhaturey shops – those hardto-escape lists of the ten or five top chholey bhaturey outlets in town that you see on the Net. My favourites, of course, are those places that have made us happy for years with their fare – Nagpal on the other side of the road, Chacha in Kamla Nagar, Standard in Old Rajendra Nagar and Nand in Sadar Bazaar, to name a few. And I must say Bhatia in IP Extension isn’t bad either. But Anandji is somewhere right there, too. I had his chholey bhaturey for lunch and thought this was a place I could go back to. Not just for the dal samosa and the lassi, but for an encore.



The writer is a seasoned food critic



In a hilarious avatar Actor Akshay Kumar is known to be experimental with every movie or project he undertakes. Taking another bold step in this direction, Akshay has now taken up the challenge of becoming the first ‘pregnant man’, proudly showcasing his baby bum in interesting promo of his new TV show The Great Indian Laughter Challenge. Talking about his new look, Akshay says: “I understand how difficult as a profession it is to make people laugh. With such an interesting concept, to launch the show, I didn’t shy away to be



called the ‘first pregnant man’ of the nation. Being an actor and an artist, I always believe in being versatile. We are all set to deliver the next generation of comedy superstars.”



Utilitarian art Say hello to pink colour which is the essence of the beauty of Casa Pop. While entering the home decor store in Delhi, visitors are greeted by a melange of vases, photo frames, cushions, watch boxes, weather proof leather clad wooden trunk. The calming tone of pink in the background complements the entire paraphernalia. The credit for designing every piece goes to Raseel Gujral Ansal, founder and creative director of Casa Pop. Raseel, whose festival autumn winter collection was launched at Select City Walk



recently, says: “The idea of accent pieces and utilitarian art is the new ‘must have’ in any home space. You must own something that makes you happy, strikes a conversation and marks your own identity. And I strive to cater to that sentiment.” MANISHA ROY



5 EVENTS WORTH-YOUR-WHILE



EXHIBITION



THEATRE



FASHION



THEATRE



FILM



A World Within A World A solo show by nature inspired artist Anushree Gupta. Naturally, the exhibition’s theme is related to flora and fauna. It showcases a new range of around 15 artworks, 1 installation and a couple of sculptures. Artist is also obsessed with divinity. Venue: Furncraft De'Collage, Ambawata One Complex, Mehrauli Time: 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.



The Unspeakable A solo act in English by Avijit Dutt. Written and performed by Avijit Dutt along with Khalid Tyabji, this is a single act solo performance. .It will be all about kitchen fires from undivided Bengal, which left anyone who tasted their food with distinct memories. Venue: OddBird Theatre & Foundation, Dhan Mill Compound, 100 Feet Road, Chattarpur, Time: 8 p.m.



Runway Bridal 2017 Hosted by Ramola Bachchan, this two-day exhibition will showcase the latest trends in bridalwear, jewellery for the upcoming wedding season. It features celebratory designers like Rohit Bal , JJ Valaya, Ritu Kumar , Ashima Leena, Ashish N Soni, Reynu Tandon, Manav Gangwani, Venue: Ashoka Hotel, Chanakayapuri Time: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.



Namaste Jaishree Krishna Hindi comedy play that focuses on the new world, where barriers are shrinking and where traditions, social values are struggling to keep up with a new generation. Inevitably, this leads to a conflict between the old and the emerging new. Cast includes Ila Arun and K.K. Raina. Venue: Pearey Lal Bhavan, 2, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, Near I.T.O. Time: 7-30 p.m.



Retrospective Paolo Sorrentino Screening of The Consequences of Love, an Italian film with English subtitles. Directed by Paolo Sorrentino, the film shows that Titta di Girolamo has spent eight years living alone, not working. It seems as if he's waiting for something, for a secret to be revealed. Venue: Italian Embassy Cultural Institute, 50-E, Chandragupta Marg, Chanakyapuri Time: 4 p.m. to 5-40 p.m.



CM YK
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Finding form (Clockwise from below) Svärtan cushion covers, the Brönden Rug, an early textile work, and Sharma at Ikea SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



Ikea’s youngest and only Indian designer, on inspirations, navigating new aesthetics, and the début India collection she is working on currently



*



Sharma’s Swedish story Scandinavians take very seriously”. One of these projects was the Brönden, a non-linear rug that explored the interplay of eight yarns and colours, which was launched last month. “It’s one of a series of four rugs (handcrafted in India, the other three were designed by her friend and colleague, Colleen Machado) that were designed keeping handmade value in mind,” she says. A student and an enthusiast of Indian textiles, Sharma says she is always trying to “merge the minimalism of Swedish design with the rich intricacies of the Indian”. We will see much more of this in Ikea’s début India line (expected to launch early next year at their flagship in Hyderabad) on which Shrama is collaborating. “The collection is a tribute to India, and my alltextile line (which she is working on with a Swedish colleague) will be modern, raw and natural,” she says, adding that we can expect a lot of texture and notes of indigo, one of her favourite colours. Surya Praphulla Kumar



The day I call Akanksha Sharma is her birthday. It’s also a day before she sets out on a work trip to Shanghai, so I can picture the freshly-minted 26-year-old in her Delhi apartment — which she shares with her partner, poet-novelist Jeet Thayil, and her ginger tabby, Marjory Stewart-Baxter — packing, and, no doubt, looking forward to a party later in the day. The vibrant voice on the phone validates Sharma’s statement, that it was her personality that landed her a job at Ikea, as the multinational furniture and home accessories company’s youngest and only Indian designer. “I was doing my third year at NIFT, when Swedish designer Martin Bergström and Ikea’s Creative Leader, Karin Gustavsson, came down for a workshop. We were talking about (Icelandic singer) Björk, and Norwegian literature and plays, when Karin said ‘Come work for us. We live in the middle of nowhere, but I think you’ll enjoy Sweden’,” Sharma



recalls with a laugh. In fact, they were keen enough to wait till she graduated; after a seven-month internship, she joined them at Älmhult, Sweden, earlier this year, in February.



Tale of two worlds Her time in Sweden was an “explosive experience in the middle of a tiny village”, not least because she could leave the rigidity of college behind and enjoy the freedom Ikea gives its designers. “It’s a pool of madness and an ocean of talent, where you can easily get lost if you don’t know where to start. Nobody tells you what to do, so I hustled a lot, talked to people, and managed to get really exciting work,” shares Sharma, now an ardent fan of fika, the Swedish coffee break “that the



Ikea plans local With plans to open 25 stores in India by 2025, Ikea will reach our shores early next year. Readying for the launch of their flagship near Hitec City, Hyderabad, the team visited over 1,000 families, to gauge the need of the people. They will be playing up their furniture designs for small spaces — with pieces like British designer Tom Dixon’s Delaktig sofa, a modular design that can go from daybed to chaise lounge to a conventional sofa.



J



Graphic and monochrome By now you’d be forgiven to think Sharma has always known where her passion lay. As it turns out, she once studied commerce at Gargi College! “My parents wanted me to get into science, but I was scared of physics, so commerce was the next best thing,” she sheepishly admits, before exclaiming how college opened her eyes to a “new world that existed outside of me”. “I was part of the art, dramatic and photography societies... This gave me a lot of exposure in cinema, arts, music and design,” she says. So Sharma sneaked out of home to take the NIFT entrance exams. Her rebellious streak did not die down at design school, where she confesses she often questioned its rigidity of curriculum. But those years also brought her stints at 11:11 and modelling assignments with Raw Mango — she has a penchant for saris and she ombre dyes them herself. A graduation project, of natural indigo blockprinted knitwear, with Arvind Mills, is something else she is proud of. “Ikea’s workshop was another highlight, where 25 of us created over 2,000 prints over three days. We



Surya Praphulla Kumar



For a simple stitch that evolved in the villages in Eastern India, kantha has travelled far — featuring in Hermès scarves and richly embellishing Sabyasachi Mukherjee ensembles. In today’s revivalist climate, the embroidery technique, born as a quilting method to reuse old saris, has designers intent on each motif being painstakingly done by hand. So it is surprising when a design studio turns traditions on its head. Tiipoi’s Modern Kantha collection, to be launched later this month at the London Design Festival (LDF), has relieved the stitch of its decorativeness and pared it down to the basics. And, sacrilegiously to some, it has been mostly executed on quilting machines. But Spandana Gopal, founder of the London-based design studio, is glad of the intervention of modern machinery. “If a craftsman wants to evolve, it doesn’t mean you are discarding the tradition of the craft; it just means you are helping him take it further, and use his skills to do something else,” she says.



At needle point How London-based Tiipoi’s Modern Kantha collection injects Scandinavian minimalism into this age-old technique CM YK



Keeping it simple Tiipoi takes a common sense attitude to consumption, inspired by the Indian design ethos where nothing is wasted. “Innovation comes from a lack of something rather than an excess of it. The brand is a space for everyday products to tell their stories, not by being nostalgic but in a way that is fresh and progressive,” says Gopal, who worked at Sotheby’s and several West End galleries before launching her studio three years ago.



If a craftsman wants to evolve, it doesn’t mean he is discarding the tradition; you are just helping him take it further



simple lines and crosses best highlighting how decoration follows functionality. “As we were working with an existing craft, we liked the idea of someone outside India, outside of that context, shedding fresh light on it,” adds Gopal.



For Modern Kantha, the 32-yearold collaborated with Copenhagenbased textile designers Martyna Golik and Sisse Witek, of Studio Witek Golik. “I met them at a design fair and really liked their approach to textiles — working with tactility and materiality,” she says, explaining that the collaboration stemmed from a desire to take a stereotype and transform it into something new. It’s interesting to note how traditional motifs like the sun and the tree of life have been done away with. Instead, Scandinavian minimalism has been brought to bear on kantha, with



Metalheads Of course, there were challenges — as she will describe at a talk on Modern Kantha at the LDF — the least of which was getting the artisans to look at the craft in a different way. “They didn’t want to rejig their way of working, and we often got asked ‘why do I need to do this?’” she laughs, pointing out that now they want to do more. Another bump in the road: their initial idea of a scaled



went out on to the streets to explore pre-existing textures and surfaces, and made impressions using everything around us — from Hauz Khas Fort’s pillars and brick walls to rocks, railings and even grass,” she reminisces. Fifteen of these were finally shortlisted, to evolve into the 2016 India-inspired collection, Svärtan, and were used in its limitededition fabrics, prints, sketch books, small furniture and homeware.



Click, make, share Sharma, whose first ever Ikea purchase was a cork stool, from the Sinnerlig collection — the brand’s collaboration with British designer Ilse Crawford — says she is looking forward to the company’s upcoming work with Danish studio Hay (a full range of furniture and homeware called the Ypperlig collection) and Stockholm-based Teenage Engineering (on a range of analogue-based musical products). “Working at Ikea has taught me a lot about what goes behind the design. Here, you are on the factory floor a lot or meeting the craftsmen,” she says, insisting she is still finding her “own voice”. And while she isn’t ideating or travelling, her alter ego is exploring mixed media like photography, illustration, collage and video, and reading up on artists. “I am working on a few photo essays and working towards an exhibition in Norway,” she signs off.



up kantha with different coloured threads overlapping. The design couldn’t be done by hand as the distance between stitches was too long. “We began experimenting on quilting machines and discovered a nice surprise: each long stitch was made up of many small stitches, like a kantha within a kantha,” shares Gopal, adding that each stitch is finally finished by hand. Already brainstorming a new stainless steel collection, and a Tiipoi version of the South Indian coffee filter, Gopal says there are plans to bring the brand to India. “We also want to work with young designers coming out of India (many reach out to the studio over social media). We are planning to start mentoring programmes soon,” she concludes. Prices start at ₹3,720 approximately. Products available on pre-order. Details: [email protected]
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