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MINSTER LOCAL SCHOOLS November 2014



From The Superintendent’s Desk Mrs. Brenda Boeke



The school year is off and running and our students and staff are well on their way to accomplishing the goals established at the beginning of the year. Much like our staff with their students, the Board of Education establishes goals for the school district at the beginning of the year. The Board met in a work session in August to review the surveys completed by parents and community members and to develop our plan for the next few years. The board’s goals and strategies for attaining those goals are below: 1. We will improve student progress and achievement in each subject area. a. Align local curriculum to state standards b. Identify, collect, analyze and use relevant data to drive instruction 2. Every student will leave Minster High School with a meaningful career focused credential to assist them in college, workforce, or military placement. a. Review/change current course offerings to best meet the needs of college/career readiness b. Review/change current grading and assessment practices to best meet the needs of our students 3. We will communicate effectively and collaborate as a district staff with students, parents and external stakeholders. a. Attend to social-emotional needs of our students b. Redesign communication attempts to increase engagement 4. We will review and analyze fiscal benchmarks to ensure efficiency and productivity. a. Determine the district’s financial message b. Share financial information to ensure transparency At the end of each nine weeks, I will update the board on the progress toward these goals. These updates will be available in the Superintendent’s report found on our school website, under board of education, board meeting information. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me directly at 419-628-3397. You may also contact a board member: President Connie Meiring, Vice President Kurt Forsthoefel, Board Member Jeff Monnin, Board Member John Heitbrink, and Board Member Katrina Nixon. Contact information for each board member is available on the school website. Parents, as part of a collaborative approach to fighting the increased use of drugs in Auglaize and Mercer Counties, we are teaming with the Sheriff and local law enforcement to promote Governor Kasich’s “Start Talking” campaign. Please visit our school website and click on the “Start Talking” icon to enroll in tips to assist you as you talk about drug and alcohol awareness with your children. We have a much better chance at winning the battle against drug and alcohol abuse if we all work together. Inside This Issue Jr./Sr. High School News



2-8



Minster Alumni Assoc.



9



Elementary School News



10-20



Treasurer



21



Athletic Tickets



22-23



As always, “It’s an Honor to be a Wildcat!” Brenda Boeke Superintendent
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Junior/Senior High School News



Grades 7-12



From The Principal’s Desk / Mr. Mike Lee CURRICULUM 



Minster High School will be hosting an ACT Prep Workshop beginning in early January. Registration materials can be picked up from the high school office and must be returned to the Auglaize County Educational Service Center by Thursday Dec. 18.







A meeting was held during the evening on Thurs. Nov. 6 for freshman parents relative to the new graduation requirements for the Class of 2018. If you could not make this session or need additional information, please contact the high school office.







Students in grades 7 & 8 will take a new and different set of state achievement tests that are based on Ohio’s New Learning Standards. Both the standards and new tests reflect higher expectations for what students should know and be able to do in Math, English Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies. These tests will replace the Ohio Achievement Assessments (OAA).



PARENT RESOURCES The Ohio Standard is excited to introduce new Parent Guides to Student Success in English Language Arts and Mathematics. Co-developed by the National and Ohio PTA’s with input from The Ohio Standard, each guide offers parents an example of the new standards and the knowledge and skills students will gain at each grade level, as well as activities they can do with each student to reinforce learning at home. Guides are available at every grade level and can be accessed at The Ohio Department of Education’s website: education.ohio.gov , then click under the “Parent” tab at the top.



UPCOMING EVENTS Mon. Nov. 17 Wed. Nov. 19 Nov. 26-30 Sun. Dec. 7 Mon. Dec. 8 Tues. Dec. 16 Dec. 18, 19, 22 Tues. Dec. 23



4:00 2:00 7:00



Varsity Scholastic Bowl @ New Bremen Interim Reports Thanksgiving Break National Honor Society Induction Ceremony Christmas Concert Blood Drive Freshman to WSU Lake Campus—Career Day HS Exams (schedule enclosed) End of 2nd Nine Weeks



“ Student gained knowledge and insight on quality leadership and community involvement, which will now be shared with students in Minster. “



Minster Student Athletes Attend OHSAA Leadership Conference On Tuesday, Oct. 7, five student leaders from Minster High School attended the OHSAA Student Leadership Conference in Columbus, Ohio. Those students included Ben Butler, Jessica Berelsman, Evan Huelsman, Maggie Meiring, and Josh Nixon. This conference addressed leadership, teamwork, sportsmanship, role-modeling, and citizenship. Over 1500 youth from the state of Ohio attended. This year the program included the following presenters:



Harvey Alston, a motivational speaker and coordinator of this conference. Butch Reynolds, an Olympic gold medalist. Jerome Singleton, a Paralympic athlete. Gary “Doc” Sailes – a professor in the Department of Kinesiology at Indiana University. Jacki Windon – one of the youngest head college basketball coaches in the country. Carmen Stewart – a motivational speaker and a group fitness trainer. Dom Tiberi – Sports Broadcaster for the Buckeyes and



promoter of Maria’s Message. All the participants were impressed with the speakers and the message that they delivered. Each student gained knowledge and insight on quality leadership and community involvement, which will now be shared with students in Minster.
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Physics Students Compete in Mousetrap Car Design Physics students were tasked with the job of building a car powered by a mousetrap. They could choose to design for distance or speed. Most students chose to attempt the distance competition. This year’s winners are Rebekah Monnin, Rachel Wehrman, and Citlali Elena with a distance of 21.6 meters. This ranks them 3rd overall in ranking for the school record books. Brad Ashworth and Jason Beckman hold the school record of 41 meters set in 2006.



Minster Seniors Work the Polls on Election Day! Minster senior Government students Maria Heckman and Loren Schmidt recently worked as Auglaize County Election Day poll workers through Ohio's Youth at the Booth program. The girls underwent poll worker training in Wapakoneta, and served at precincts in New Bremen and New



Knoxville where shortages existed. They experienced a FULL day of civic learning, working from 5:30 AM until after 7:30 PM when the polls closed. We would like to thank Mrs. Peggy Matheny and the staff at the Auglaize County Board of Elections for annually



inviting Minster students to work and learn more about active citizenship.



Congressman Jim Jordan Visits MHS! On Wednesday, October 22, US Representative Jim Jordan (R-Urbana) visited MHS to meet with Mr. Kaylor's senior Government classes. Students spent roughly an hour asking their congressman questions on topics ranging from fiscal reform and the IRS



scandal to gun control and gridlock in Washington. Government students have spent the early portion of the year preparing for the upcoming midterm elections by learning about election processes, candidate strategies, parties, ideologies, and



how interest groups and other outside actors influence elections. Many of the seniors will be exercising their civic duty for the first time in this election year, and we would like to thank the Congressman and his staff



Caption describing picture or graphic.
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FFA Annual Fruit Sale The FFA has begun their annual fruit sales for the Christmas season. They would like to thank everyone for their continued support of the annual sale. Available for sale by the case, ½ case or bag include: Navel Oranges, Tangelos, Grapefruit, Red Delicious, Gold Delicious, Fuji, and Granny Smith Apples. Likewise, mixed boxes of citrus are available, along with fruit baskets. In addition, pineapples, pears, a variety of peanuts, smoked turkeys,



BBQ sauce and cider are all available for purchase. Again this year is a Cheese gift pack which includes four ¾ pound cheese varieties, or trail bologna with three ¾ pound cheese packs. FFA members will be taking orders until November 18th. Fruit should arrive in Minster around December 5th. If you have not been contacted, you can call the school or e m a i l [email protected] to place an order.



FFA Members Compete in District Soil Competition The Minster FFA recently placed 11th out of 28 teams in the District 5 FFA Rural Land and Soil Judging Contest held in Montgomery County. The rural soils contest is an educational activity designed as a practical method of teaching students to evaluate land and soil to determine its greatest safe potential use for rural, agricultural uses. The soil pits and surrounding areas are evaluated on the following: slope, erosion or depth of the topsoil, texture of the surface soil, depth of the soil, and natural drainage of the soil. These areas then



help determine land class capabilities and best use of the land for agricultural purposes with recommended conservation practices applied to each soil pit and surrounding areas. The team members in the rural soil judging contest were Noah Poeppelman, Dan Becker, Zach Heuker, Lauren Roetgerman, Alex Oldiges, Ryan Brown, Dane Dahlinghaus, Drew Ripploh, Jon Fausey and Michaela Goettemoeller. Individually, Noah Poeppelman placed 7th out of 196 participants.



The Urban Land Judging team placed 7th in the District 5 contest out of 23 teams. The urban contest is designed as a practical method of teaching students to evaluate land and soil to determine its potential use for urban, home site, and other nonfarm uses. Team members were Erica Oldiges, Pierce McGowan, Kyle Heitkamp, Bridget McGowan, Derek Grieshop, Jon Tipton, Austen Vanderhorst, and Carlie Watkins. Individually, Pierce McGowan placed 16th out of 123 competitors.
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W



e welcome our new Freshman and Sophomore members to FCCLA this year. We will be staying busy with conferences, competition, community service activities, and our fun activities. We started our year with an ice cream social to help with our membership drive. We had several students attend the ice cream social. These numbers will assist in growing FCCLA. The FCCLA officers are hoping to work with the younger members to introduce them to some leadership opportunities and get them more involved in the organization. Membership enables members the opportunity to attend district, state, regional, and national conferences. It also gives members the chance to become involved in leadership opportunities here in Minster and work on projects that directly affect the Minster community. The Minster High School FCCLA served “Soups and Sweets” at the Minster Oktoberfest and thanks to the cooler weather had a pretty good year. We appreciate the support from p a r e n t s , s t u d en t s , s t af f , a nd community members, without your support our stand could not be as successful as it is. Thanks to all of you for your support! Three FCCLA members attended the state Leadership Training (formerly called Leadership Camp). They were Sable Hudson, Macey Elder, and Jordan Nolan. The speaker was Tim Wells, who talked about “Unlocking Your Potential.” He inspired the girls to know themselves, what they can do, and learn what others think they can do. The girls all said that they learned about FCCLA, about leadership, and about knowing themselves better. It



was a good experience and hopefully others will participate in the future. Our Trick or Treat night was held in October. Last year the chapter raised over $1000 that we sent to the Juvenile Diabetes Association. This year, the members have talked about using one of the National or State FCCLA Programs so they can use it as a project. The have chosen the Susan B. Anthony Foundation and will be able to use the State Program – Cancer Campaign. These can be found at: www.fccla.org or www.ohiofccla.com under “Programs.”



We also have the Blood Drive coming up on Monday, December 8, 2014. This is open to anyone in the community. We hope to have great participation in this event. The Red Cross has added some challenges for us this year. The scholarship they offer to a senior in FCCLA is based on the number of “good” units that we are able to get for both of our blood drives. Our goal is 100 good units. We can use your help with this, so, mark your calendars and plan to join us at the Blood Drive.



Ohio FCCLA Executive Council has made some changes for this year. They will be having a Regional Conference where students who are working on their personal achievement awards and outstanding chapter award will present. Also the career related Star Events will be judged at this time. This Regional Conference will be held in February during FCCLA week. We will have Regional Rally where the other Star Events will compete. We do not have a date yet, but I will inform members once that date is announced. FCCLA members will need to start deciding and working on their personal achievement awards and their Star Events. Students who have completed their personal achievement awards are eager to help others. It is a great accomplishment and can lead to leadership roles or scholarships. There is a variety of Star Events available to choose from. Star events require a great deal of preparation and planning. It is a fun way for the students to get involved and demonstrate their knowledge and skills.
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High School - Semester Exam Schedule THURSDAY DECEMBER 18 8:05 - 8:50 8:55 - 10:20 10:25 - 11:10 11:10 - 11:40 11:45 - 12:15 12:20 - 1:45 1:50 - 3:15



PERIOD 1 PERIOD 2 PERIOD 3 --------------PERIOD 6 PERIOD 7



Regular EXAM Regular “ORANGE” Lunch “BLACK” Lunch EXAM EXAM



FRIDAY DECEMBER 19 8:05 - 9:30 9:35 - 10:20 10:25 - 11:10 11:10 - 11:40 11:45 - 12:15 12:20 - 1:45 1:50 - 3:15



PERIOD 1 PERIOD 3 PERIOD 4 ----------------PERIOD 5 PERIOD 8



EXAM Regular Regular “ORANGE” Lunch “BLACK” Lunch Regular EXAM



MONDAY DECEMBER 22 8:05 - 9:35 9:40 - 11:10 11:10 - 11:40 11:45 - 12:15 12:20 - 1:45 1:50 - 2:15 2:20 - 2:45 2:50 - 3:15



PERIOD 3 PERIOD 4 ------------------PERIOD 5 PERIOD 6 PERIOD 7 PERIOD 8



EXAM EXAM “ORANGE” Lunch “BLACK” Lunch EXAM Regular Regular Regular



TUESDAY DECEMBER 23 Regular School Day



Dismisal @ 2:15pm



*NO EARLY RELEASE FOR STUDENTS ANY OF THE ABOVE DAYS*
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Problem Solving Using the New Standards For the past three years Auglaize County teachers have been preparing for the implementation of the Common Core Standards in Reading/Language Arts and Math and the new Ohio Learning Standards in Science and Social Studies. The philosophy of the new standards is to use higher level thinking skills like analysis, meaning and understanding not just memorization. Take this simple calculation: four multiplied by five.



Four times five has a very specific meaning in mathematics, 4 groups of 5. Many students under the old math standards know 4 x 5 = 20 but they have no idea that there actually is a meaning behind the numbers. They memorize their facts and move on. This is true in many instances in math. Students memorize facts, equations, processes etc., without understanding the meaning behind the numbers. As you can see by the old vs. new



assessment example below, the common core math is asking our students to use thinking processes vs. memorization to solve a problem. Over the course of the year, I will share other examples of how the new standards are preparing our students to be problem solvers.



Prior to 2014 Ohio Achievement Assessment Gr. 7 Math Jen is paddling a canoe from one side of a lake to the other. She is paddling at a rate of 35 yards per minute. In your Answer Document, write an equation to find y, the number of yards she paddles in x minutes. Use your equation to determine how long it will take her to paddle the 840 yards from one side of the lake to the other. 2015 Next Generation Assessment Gr. 7 Math



The speed of an object is defined as the change in distance divided by the change in time. Information about objects A, B, C, and D are shown. Objects C and D both have constant speed. Based on the information given, rank the object names in order from greatest speed to least speed.
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Answer Key Prior to 2014 Ohio Achievement Assessment Students must have memorized the equation for speed distance/time Correct Answer- 35x=y tells you how many yards (y) Jen will have gone in x minutes. When, y=840, 35x=840, so x=24, (840/35). It will take her 24 minutes to get across the lake. y = 35x, 24 minutes 2015 Next Generation Assessment Students must reason abstractly and quantitatively. They must relate the graphs and tables to each other via the unit rate and then to the context at hand. Correct Answer- A, B, D, C



8th Grade Washington, DC Trip Our 8th Graders traveled to Washington, DC during the last week of October. Another successful trip to our nation's capital city, seeing the following sights: Washington Monument, Capitol Building, White



House, Jefferson / Lincoln / Korean / Vietnam / WW II Memorials, Holocaust Museum, the Smithsonian Museums located on the National Mall, the National Archives, National Cathedral and the Gettysburg



Battlefield, along with many others. It was a great trip and our students were very well behaved. A special "Thank You" to the parent-chaperones that went along this year. It couldn't be done without your assistance.
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School Days - The Past 100 Years Ago Beginning with this week Canadian money will be accepted by School’s Saving Bank at 20% discount, that is 10cents is worth only 8cents and 50 cents only 40 cents. The monthly reports were given out Monday. Since the last semester almost 75% have raised their grades but about 25% have lowered their grades. 75 Years Ago Boys of the basketball squad were awarded letters. Dick Bensman won the captain’s award.



The Junior stenography class has completed its Junior O.A.T. and the class members are working to obtain their Gregg certificates. 50 Years Ago Minster FFA rated Superior in the State FFA Chapter Contest. Harry Riethman won first place in the district and received a Gold Rating on his FFA Treasurer Book. All the lucky students of M.H.S. get an exceptional treat this Friday during the activities period. Some of the seminarions from the St. Charles Seminary are coming to present a



hootenanny. 25 Years Ago Julie Burke ---Ambition (To get rich quick) Lacks (A lottery ticket) Terry Heitkamp ---Ambition (To grow a beard and hide from the women) Lacks (Women to hide from) Carrie Seiter ---Ambition ( To be taller than Markable) Lacks (High heels) Byron Albers ---Ambition (To be a Big Eight Accountant) Lacks (The ability to stay awake on a morning job) Submitted By: Gary Oldiges Minster Alumni Association



Minster Alumni Bowling Tournament The newly formed MINSTER HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION is sponsoring its first Alumni Bowling Tournament on Friday, November 28, 2014 at Minster’s Community Lanes beginning at 7:30 PM. Bowling will be an 8 pin no tap. There will be 4 people per team. Eight pins knocked down with first ball will be a strike. The last game will be played in the dark. The cost will be $25. Per person. You can sign up at Community Lanes or calling Jeff Blanke 419-628-6012. IF THIS SOUNDS LIKE FUN----YOU’RE RIGHT We would like to generate funds from this tournament to provide monies for scholarships, awards, TV project for



class pictures and other projects. We are asking for your help by donating cash or merchandise to help provide door prizes, top bowler prizes, a prize for bowling a 300 game, and raffles. Your contribution will certainly go for a good cause and we will certainly



give you donation.



recognition



We are a #46-1153815.



501C3



for



your



Association



Our address is Minster High School Alumni Association, P.O. Box 209, Minster, Ohio 45865. If you have any questions you can contact Gary Oldiges (President) 419-628-3164. Sincerely & Yours in Education, Board Members:



Gary Oldiges (63) Vern Wente (81) Lisa Elson (81) Jeff Blanke (80) Min Weiskittel (62) Renee Metz (96)
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Yearbooks Go On Sale The yearbook committee is excited about this year’s yearbook, bursting with photos, student portraits, activities, highlights, and of course, space for special autographs. We’re sure that your son/daughter will want a yearbook to look back on these special memories. As you make choice s about purchases, please consider the long-



term value of a yearbook. Your student can have a book that captures forever the special events of the year. A yearbook grows more valuable over time. Make sure your student doesn’t miss out on this opportunity! To order a yearbook, please complete and return the attached Yearbook Order Form, or visit our website to order online. But



act fast, the deadline to order is December 23rd, after this date the price goes up! It’s been a great year so far—and we look forward to an equally great yearbook!
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Elementary School News



Grades K-6



From The Principal’s Desk / Mrs. Leanne Keller CURRICULUM Thank you to the Academic Boosters and our wonderful parent volunteers for bringing COSI on Wheels to our school on October 21st! Students learned about “The Incredible Human Machine” by participating in a whole school assembly followed by hands on learning stations. Per requirements of the Third Grade Reading Guarantee, all parents of students in K-3 have been informed if their child is “off track” in reading, according to fall diagnostic testing. Students who are “off track” now have a Reading Improvement and Monitoring Plan, outlining intervention strategies in place and how progress is being tracked. Third grade students who do not attain a score of 394 on the Reading Ohio Achievement Assessment are to be retained in third grade, unless criteria for exemption is met. Additional intervention and assessment opportunities for students to meet the passing criteria are available. Please contact the elementary office if you have questions about the Third Grade Reading Guarantee or what it means for your child. This school year we will begin using the PARRC assessment for English Language Arts & Mathematics (g. 3-8), and new statedeveloped assessments in Science (g. 5 & 8) and Social Studies (g. 4 & 6). Our students will continue to take the English Language Arts and Mathematics tests with paper and pencil this year, but Science and Social Studies tests will be taken online. Instead of one testing session per subject area, students will take a Performance Based Assessment in the winter, and an End of Year Assessment in the spring.



PARENT RESOURCES Principal’s Advisory Committee. Mrs. Keller will again bring together an advisory committee that meets two to three times a year to discuss issues regarding curriculum, procedures, and building level concerns. Our first meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 12th at 7:00 PM. The purpose is to improve communication between home and school. If you were on last year’s committee and would like to continue, please contact Mrs. Keller via phone or email. We also would like to have some new grade level representatives. An invitation to express interest in becoming a grade level representative will be sent home with students in grade levels as needed. If you are interested, please complete and return the form to our office.



UPCOMING EVENTS November 11 November 14 November 19 November 20 November 26-28 December 23 December 24-January 2 January 5 January 7



Veteran’s Day Assembly “Big Nate” Theatrical performance at Dicke Auditorium, sponsored by Lock One Community Arts, g. 3-8 Interims sent home as needed Fifth grade extended day field trip to Imagination Station Thanksgiving Break - NO SCHOOL End of 2nd Nine Weeks Christmas Break– NO SCHOOL Classes Resume Report Cards go home
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6th Grade Trip to Camp Willson On September 23 and 24, the 6th graders visited the YMCA Camp Willson in Bellefontaine for their annual overnight field trip. While at Camp Willson the 74 students participated in activities such as Horseback Riding, Rock Wall



Climbing, Orienteering, Team Challenge, and Pioneer Life. In addition to these activities, the students learned and sang many traditional campfire songs and enjoyed getting to know more about one another as well as themselves. It



was an exciting experience they will remember for many years to come. Thank you to all our parent chaperones that helped to make this trip happen.



Minster Bank Presents “Auction Time” On October 17, Minster Bank employees Melissa Rex and Julie Uhlenhake presented a program called “Auction Time” to the Minster 6th graders. The 6th graders learned about the basic elements of economics while participating in hands-on activities that dealt with supply, demand, and other factors that play a role in the economics of our society. During a make believe “auction” students quickly realized that the price of an item is determined by how many of those items (supply)



are available and how many people want that item (demand). During the program, students were encouraged to think about what type of careers would be in demand in 6-10 years so that the students could make wise choices in the types of jobs that they would prepare for in high school and/or college. One other area demonstrated in a “hands-on” fashion was global trade. Using chocolate bars, marshmallows, and graham crackers, students



learned how businesses might be successful in exporting and importing materials and goods. The students also learned some of the drawbacks of global trade, such as the introduction of invasive plants and animals into areas where they did not exist before. The bank program was a great way to introduce the economics unit in Social Studies. Thanks to Melissa and Julie for providing these educational activities for our students.
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5th Grade News On Wednesday, September 17th, the fifth grade class had an outstanding day learning “outside the classroom”. We took a walking field trip through the streets of Minster learning about the history of our town. Mary Oldiges and Ronnie Raible led the students through the Minster Historical Society, where we learned valuable information on the German immigration movement, our study of genealogy, and we viewed the 40th Anniversary of the Minster Oktoberfest display.



Bob Lammers and Greg Bergman took the students along the streets of 4th Street using a bingo card to learn about the new plaques that have been erected where prior Minster historical places used to be. We appreciate the interesting stories they shared along the way.



Finally, the students visited the Minster Bank where Connie Meiring and Kris Kuck discussed financial choices in the “What Does It Cost Now” program. They analyzed common items (movie tickets, bikes, shoes, etc.) and looked at prices 10 years ago compared to today, and estimated what these items may cost 10 years from now. A real eye opener for the students!
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We enjoyed a nice picnic lunch on the grass area by the Historical Society before walking back to school. We would like to thank the Minster Historical Society and the Minster Bank for the wonderful information they shared with our students! We now look forward to our next “outside the classroom” opportunity as we plan to visit the Imagination Station in Toledo on November 20th.
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4th Graders Travel Back in Time September and October have been busy months for the Minster 4 th grade students. In Social Studies, the students learned about mapping skills, the continents, oceans, Ohio’s relative location, its regions and resources. The Village of Minster electrical employees shared information about electrical safety. The students learned not to fly kites near power lines, play around green power boxes in the backyard, or go near downed power lines. The workers encouraged students to remind parents to call before they dig to locate buried lines. The Minster Fire Department taught the students how to safely exit a building during a fire. A house trailer filled with smoke provided students with skills to exit a structure safely. Firefighters reminded students to discuss their home safety plan and check detectors. During a walking field trip to the Minster Historical Museum, Mary Oldiges shared a variety of Oktoberfest memorabilia over the past 40 years. Students enjoyed seeing family members and friends who participated in past Oktoberfest celebrations and learned how the Grand Marshall is selected. Mrs. Oldiges shared a cannonball on display that was found while digging power line trenches in the Oktoberfest Park. Dr. Bergman gave a tour of the Township Hall. He shared various maps and allowed students to try and locate family land. Students had fun in the old jail cell located in the building. On October 20, the students traveled back in time while visiting the Johnston Farm in Piqua. They enjoyed learning that John Johnston was an Indian agent from 1812–1829, toured the Johnston farmhouse, springhouse, museum and an ancient earthwork mound. They were asked to compare how the daily way of life differs from today. While on the General Harrison canal boat ride, students learned the importance of how the canal joined Toledo and Cincinnati and the impact it had on travel and shipping of supplies and goods.
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3rd Graders Learn About Minster The third grade students have been busy learning about their community of Minster. As part of their social studies history unit, they have learned when Minster was founded and how it has changed over the years. They visited the Minster Historical Museum.



There were many displays and artifacts showing Minster’s history and the past years of the Oktoberfest for the students to enjoy. In the classroom, they learned about timelines by putting major historical events from Minster’s history into



chronological order. They also looked at a map of Minster from the 1800’s and compared it to a current map of Minster. The third grade students should be pros when it comes to Minster’s history.
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2nd Grade October Fun! The second grade recently had the opportunity to participate in two educational and fun programs. On October 10, the Minster Fire Department presented the entire grade with fire safety tips. A video was shown, providing the students with information, such as developing a fire exit plan, changing batteries in



smoke detectors, and dialing 911 in case of an emergency. All children also had the opportunity to spray the fire hose! On October 21, grades K-6 learned more about the human body as COSI presented “The Incredible Human Machine.” The program consisted of a 45 minute interactive



assembly followed by exciting handson activities that engaged the students and taught them about what it takes to keep their bodies in tip–top shape. Thank you to everyone who made these programs possible for our students!



1st Grade News: The PAX Behavior Game This fall the first grade began using the PAX behavior game. It is a research based activity that teaches children how to make good behavior choices while playing a game. Good listening and respect are taught and practiced. First graders are working to build their stamina and play this game for longer intervals. Students are taught to make PAX which means peace. Students are enjoying



earning “tootles” when their teachers notice them demonstrating exceptional behavior. These written



bits of praise are displayed on classroom doors and later sent home. For the first graders, the best part of the game is that when they win by having few or no misbehaviors, they earn a reward from Granny’s Wacky Prize Bag. Some favorite prizes so far are button hockey and tip toe tag. A summary of this behavior game will be presented to the board of education at the November meeting.
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Fire Safety Week On Friday, October 10th, if you saw second graders hosing down a small wooden house with imaginary flames in the windows or white artificial smoke coming out of the safety trailer parked at the elementary school, you need not be alarmed. There was no real fire at school on that day. These activities were part of the annual fire safety program put on at our elementary and elementary school by the Minster-Jackson Township Fire Department. Grades one through six participated in activities that included the viewing



of videos, checking doors and windows for means of escape, crawling through artificial smoke, planning escape routes, and stop, dropping, and rolling. The kindergarten classes were transported to the fire station where they had the chance to learn about fire safety. The youngsters were excited about crawling in the trucks and receiving their own fire hat and badge. Students in grades one, two, and three participated in a coloring



contest. Winners received food coupons from McDonalds and prizes provided by the fire department. Also throughout the day the fire department performed fire drills in both of the district buildings to make sure all the students and staff will be safe if a real emergency happens. The school would like to thank the fire department for all the time and effort put into this program to make it a success.



Kindergarten The kindergartners recently visited the Minster Fire Station for fire safety week. The children viewed a video and explored many fire trucks. The firemen demonstrated dressing in their gear to alleviate any fears the children might have if they would need to be helped by a fireman. The firemen showed them how a smoke detector sounded and what to do if they hear it go off. They told them to make sure to put new batteries in the detector every six months. The children were also told to discuss a plan of escape with their families and to never go back into a burning house. Never play with matches and call 911 if you need help. We are fortunate to live in such a caring community. A big “thank you” goes out to the firemen! The kindergarten students also had lots of fun at Brumbaugh’s Fruit Farm in Arcanum. In the bee activity area they learned the important role the honeybee plays in nature. They also enjoyed a hay ride to the pumpkin patch to pick out their very own pumpkin. The kindergartners also enjoyed time in the Storybook Forest, Monster Mountain, and Billy Bee’s Flight o’Fun. A great time was had by everyone.
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Greetings from Mrs. D. Schemmel! We’re off and ‘dancing’ in General Music classes as we approach the end of the first 9 weeks already! Where time goes, is beyond me but it goes faster with every year! Our students in 3rd and 4th grade are busy preparing to perform for the Veterans of our community. We are so very grateful for their sacrifices and dedication. These students are working hard on their diction, pitch, rhythm, expression and memorization to be able to do their best possible job ever. We discuss the differences between a music performance and a sport activity. Sport teams have the opportunity to play again the following week if they have an 'off' night, to prove to the community they are capable of great things. On the contrary, general music performances are a one shot deal. If we don’t do our best possible the first time, that’s it… no second chances to prove we’re the best we can be! All classes with the exception of Kindergarten, have been working on note naming, either for the first time or as a review before we begin playing our recorders in 3rd and 4th grade and composing music in 8th grade. Our 5th through 8th graders will



be starting guitar, 5th grade for the first time and 6th and 8th grade as a continuation of their skills from last year. By Christmas, all students in those grade levels will be able to play the melodies of some very popular Christmas songs! 8th graders just completed a unit called “The Singing Revolution” which deals with the people of Estonia and their courage, determination and their love of singing to gain their independence as a separate nation after years of control by both Russia and Germany. Perhaps you’ve been hearing your child humming “Happy” by Pharrell Williams! That’s become our theme song so to speak, as we get up and dance to this ‘happy’ music. We’ve learned how music IS and can be connected to EVERY other content area, focusing mostly on how Science is connected to music. 4th through 8th graders are learning how very important it is to carefully watch the volume at which they listen with their earbuds. Not only should the volume bar not be above 50%, but if someone sitting next to them can hear what they’re listening to, it’s too loud. Our



ears also need a rest break, much like our eyes do if we’re reading for extended periods of time. We’ve learned about dB and how that is our measurement of a sounds loudness. Some of our everyday activities are far too loud and ear PLUGS should be worn to keep your maximum hearing capability. We’ve learned that unfortunately, older people aren’t the only ones needing hearing aids anymore. One Doctor said hearing loss is much greater now than 15 years ago and attributes it to the increase of our technological world. Unfortunately, ‘noise induced hearing loss’ cannot be corrected. Kindergarteners are beginning to understand the concept of beat in music and are moving during class time as often as possible! To look ahead and mark your calendars, our 2nd and 3rd graders will be performing a short musical entitled “Let’s Pass It On!” on Wednesday, March 11th in connection with our Open House and Grandparent’s Day will be Friday, March 13th. We hope you’ll be able to join us!



Message from the School Nurse With the cold and flu season coming upon us, I thought a review of hand washing would be appropriate. The 4 Principles of Hand Awareness have been endorsed by the American Medical Association and the American Academy of Family Physicians. They are:



   



Wash hands when they are dirty and before eating or handling food Do not cough into your hands Do not sneeze into your hands Do not put your fingers into your eyes, nose or mouth.



The Center of Disease Control say hand washing is the single most effective way to prevent the transmission of disease. Please teach children to:



 



Use soap and warm water Scrub your hands very well
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Wash between fingers, under fingernails, back of hands and wrists Rinse well Dry your hands with a paper towel Use the paper towel to turn off the water – don’t use your hands



Singing the “Happy Birthday” song twice is about the same as 20 seconds – the time children should spend washing their hands. Hand washing is particularly important:



    



After using the restroom Before eating or touching food After playing with or petting an animal After playing outside After touching your face as your eyes, nose or mouth



From the Treasurer Schools in Ohio operate on a fiscal year of July 1 to June 30. Each month this graph will be posted on the school web site to trend year to date income, expenses and cash balance.



When the bars showing income is higher than the line showing expenses, we have cash available to pay next month’s expenses. This cash balance is especially important in



those months when the only income is state funding and to maintain sustainability. The web site includes links explaining shifts in income and expenses each fiscal year.



Located at this web site www.minsterschools.org , the icon below is a link to this graph as well as other financial data. Here you can find the monthly year to date links,



quarterly reports and 5 year forecasts. If you have any questions or would like to discuss the data in more depth, please contact Laura Klosterman, Treasurer/CFO at



[email protected] or 419-6283397 x2020.
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Minster Local Schools



2014 – 2015 Minster Wildcat Winter Season Ticket Order Form (Home Games Only) ______________________________________________________________________________



Boys Basketball (11 games) Adult Reserved Seat Adult General Admission



____ @ $ 71.50 / ticket ____ @ $ 60.50 / ticket



$________ $________



Student/Child Admission



____ @ $ 38.50 / ticket



$________



Adult General Admission



____ @ $ 55.00 / ticket



$________



Student/Child Admission



____ @ $ 35.00 / ticket



$________



Girls Basketball (10 games)



Combination Boys & Girls Basketball Adult Boys Reserved / Girls General Admission Student/Child Admission



____ @ $ 116.50 / ticket ____ @ $ 63.50 / ticket



$________ $________



Senior Citizens ALL Sports Pass ____ @ $ 60.00 / ticket



$________



Adult General Admission



____ @ $ 15.00 / ticket



$________



Student/Child Admission



____ @ $ 10.00 / ticket



$________



Junior High ALL Sports Pass



TOTAL of ORDER



$________



Fill in number of tickets, mail order form & check payable to: Minster Athletic Department Minster High School 100 E. Seventh St. Minster, Ohio 45865



Send tickets to:



Name: _____________________________________ Address: _____________________________________ _____________________________________
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Minster Athletic Ticket Policy 2014 – 2015 Season Ticket Football Adult General Admission 5 games @ $5.50/game Gen. Adm. 5 games @ $3.50/game $17.50 Volleyball Adult General Admission Student/Child Gen. Adm.



9 games @$5.50/game 9 games @ $3.50/game



Boys Basketball Adult Reserved Seats 11 games @ $6.50/game Admission 11 Games @ $5.50/game $60.50 Student/Child Gen. Adm. 11 games @ $3.50/games Girls Basketball Adult General Admission Student/Child Gen. Adm.



10 games @ $5.50/game 10 games @ $3.50/game



$27.50 Student/Child



$49.50 $31.50



$71.50 Adult General $38.50



$55.00 $35.00



Combination Boys & Girls Basketball ($10.00 off regular Boys + Girls price) Boys Reserved/Girls Gen. Adm. Adult 21 games $116.50 Boys & Girls Gen. Adm. Student/Child 21 games $73.50 Senior Citizen All Sports Pass (MAC, Sectional, and District Tournaments not included) (65 years old and older) All HS and JH Games $60.00 Junior High All Sports Pass (MAC Tournaments not included) Adult All JH Sporting Events Student Child All JH Sporting Events Regular Per Game Admission – All tickets at the gate are $6.00. Football & Boys Basketball (Pre-sale) Adult $6.00 Student/Child



$4.00



Volleyball & Girls Basketball Adult $6.00



$4.00



Junior High Game Admission Adult $3.00



Student/Child



$15.00 $10.00



(Football, Volleyball, Boys & Girls Basketball) Student/Child $2.00



MINSTER LOCAL SCHOOLS 100 E. SEVENTH STREET



NONPROFIT ORG



MINSTER OH 45865-1097



US POSTAGE PAID PERMIT NO 7 MINSTER OH 45865



Please visit our school website www.minsterschools.org for more information. ** The lunch menus are always available by clicking on the ‘Lunch Menus’ tab on the left side of the screen.



**The sports schedules can be found on the website by clicking the ‘For Parents’ tab at the top, select “athletics Info/Schedules for current athletic information.



**If you want to receive an email reminder with a link when a new quarterly newsletter is posted on the school website, please send an email to: [email protected] with “subscribe” as the subject.



**Mrs. Seaver, H.S. Guidance Counselor has a link under the ‘For Parents’ tab labeled ‘Guidance Department’ with information on testing dates for ACT/SAT, OGT’s, OAA’s & AP classes. Please check these dates before scheduling dr. appointments. Scholarship opportunities are also available under the ‘scholarships’ tab.
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