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P O E A I BEACON



Spring 2014



The Official Publication of the Illinois Association of Educational Office Professionals Donna Steckling, Editor



Growing  Professionally   Through  IAEOP



Message from Ruth Burgess, CEOE !



IAEOP President, 2013-2015 !



We had a wonderful Spring Conference/ CAPDD. The Keynote speaker, NAEOP President Cathy Eberle, presented a very good workshop on “The ABCs of Team Building”. Also, another workshop was presented on “Team Building” from U of I Research Assistant, Mariela Fernandez. Brian Tison and Sergeant Aaron Landers, U of I Police Officers, gave a very educational workshop on “School Safety, Active Response to Threats”.



! All of the conference attendees had a great opportunity to Grow Professionally Through IAEOP. " Another opportunity for professional development will be at our Fall Conference, October 17-18, 2014 in Bloomington, IL. at the Chateau Hotel and Conference Center.! The conference information and registration form will be on the IAEOP website at www.iaeop.com in September, 2014. ! Every educational office professional in Illinois is welcome to join us at our conference.



Welcome New Members Lakeview College of Nursing, Danville, Illinois, has a proud tradition of preparing nurses for professional practice for over 100 years. Additionally, the College is committed to our values of: Adaptability, Caring, Excellence, Integrity and Service. We take pride . April Grant lives in Danville, Shelley Rodgers of Oakwood, IL Illinois and works at the works at Lakeview College of Lakeview College of Nursing as Nursing,as an Administrative the Administrative Assistant to Assistant. the Registrar.
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FUTURE EVENTS - STATE, CENTRAL AREA & NATIONAL Fall Conference 2014 - October 17 - 18 (two day format) The Chateau, Bloomington, IL Spring Conference 2015 - April 17-19 (three-day format), Springfield IL Fall Conference 2015- October 16-17 (two day format) Stoney Creek Inn, East Peoria IL Spring Conference 2016 - April 15-17IL (three-day format), Springfield IL



Fall Conference 2016 – October 21-22 (two day format) The Chateau Bloomington, IL



Central Area Next Development Days hosted by: Nebraska From Theresa Cote, Central Area Director As you’ll recall about two years ago NAEOP members approved merging the Central and North Central Areas into one area. As the current Area Director, I’m calling our area: Central/North Central Area. There has been discussion at all levels to rename our area; however, I feel those of us from this Area should have input into renaming our Area. Although the names of the Areas are not in the Bylaws, we need to take this item to the Advisory Council meeting which will be held during the July NAEOP meeting in Portland, Oregon. Earlier last month, I requested your suggestions into renaming our Area and I received the following: Midwest, Heartland. Mid-America, Great Plains. Upper MidCentral, Great Lakes/ Great Plains At last week’s PDD in Illinois, members voted on their favorite area name and the following two were chosen:   Heartland & Mid-America I now need your input into your favorite of the two. Please click on the following link and make your selection: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/9PW8XS9. This is the first time I’ve ever used Survey Monkey, so I hope it works. I tried it and it worked, so keep your fingers crossed. If you’d prefer to just email me your favorite, that would be fine. Let me know if you have questions. Thanks for your input.



From Cathy Eberle.. For members who have attended the NAEOP Annual Conference and have met some of the National Office people, there has been a change in the staff. Angela Meyer, Executive Director of NAEOP, resigned in March. She was offered a great opportunity to work in the local school district where her children attend, allowing her the opportunity to be at home for her young children. Angela has been a vital staff member for me, the NAEOP Board of Directors, the NAEOP Foundation, NAREOP, as well as our members and she will be missed. As President, I want to publicly commend Angela for her 12 years of dedicated service to this association and wish her well in her new position NEWS UPDATE: Debbie Geib has been hired as the new NAEOP Executive Director, effective Monday, April 14, 2014. Debbie comes to the position with 20+ years of experience as secretary to the Missouri School Boards Association. She is quite knowledgeable with our programs including social media, the website and will prove to be a valuable asset to us. As your editor and member of IAEOP and NAEOP, we visited the office site when the National was held in Wichita, Kansas some years ago and took the photo on the left. the BEACON



Page 2



Spring 2014



IAEOP/CAPDD SPRING CONFERENCE - MARCH 28-30. 2014



FRIDAY TOUR



ALLERTON PARK RETREAT



CENTER, URBANA



Built as a private residence in 1900, today Allerton Park and Retreat Center is a historical treasure owned by the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. The Mansion and Park are listed in the National Register of Historic Places, and one of the American Institute of Architects’ 150 Great Places in Illinois. The Park was designated a National Natural Landmark in 1970.



The Mansion and Allerton Park offer an unforgettable setting for weddings and special events where memories of place matter most.



Befitting a splendid Georgian manor house, the formal gardens feature extensive plantings and over 100 ornaments and sculptures to discover.



A group of approximately 15-20 took advantage of touring the gardens of the Allerton property. Even though the day was very drizzly, they all seemed to like the guide’s explanation of all the attractions. This place is now owned by the University of Illinois.



The property comprises 1,500 acres of woodland, riparian and prairie areas, a Georgian-inspired manor house and reflecting pond, several secondary lodging facilities, a 10-acre meadow, formal sculpture gardens, and interpretive and primitive hiking trails. One thousand acres of the property are designated a National Natural Landmark because of the quality of their upland and bottomland floodplain.
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SATURDAY, KEYNOTE SPEAKER, WORKSHOPS “The ABC’s of Team Building” Keynote Speaker: NAEOP President Cathy Eberle As the Keynote speaker for IAEOP/ CAPDD 2014 Spring Conference, Cathy gave a very interactive presentation, revealing just how important it is to be a member of a team, get the job done and have a positive result...and have a few laughs along the way. THE ABC’s sheet asked all to fill in what word (starting with A and so on_ would describe team work attributes. When comparing words, people found there were many good and valid words to describe Teamwork. Another activity involved no talking and participants were told to stand in a line according to their birth months. Interesting



results! Other activities presented showed how teamwork was valuable in accomplishing tasks. Cathy has been employed with the New York City Department of Education for the past 22 years, first as a part- time school aide and now the Principal’s Secretary in an elementary school. Ms. Eberle currently serves as President of the National Association of Educational Office Professionals, and various national committees. She has served as New York State AEOP’s Lower Hudson Region Director, Vice-president and President.



“Team Building” Workshop: Mariela Fernandez, Research Assistant / Recreations, Sport and Tourism, University of Illinois Mariela Fernandez provided an hour packed with Interactive TEAM building activities. The workshop helped connect attendees with other IAEOP/Central Area members. Ready, get set, and go! One interactive activity was to form teams of three and go to all other participants and ask a specific question to gather results for the team. This proved challenging but really a worthwhile activity. The final activity provided each team with a big bag of materials, such as cups, paper plates, sheets of paper and a few other things to construct the tallest tower. What a lot of creativity and working together provided some very interesting results. Shown is the winning team that built the tallest tower. Mariela Fernandez has been a Graduate Research and Teaching Assistant since 2009. Her current employer is the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where Mariela is also currently working on her Ph.D. Mariela has held various positions related to recreation, including working for park districts as a summer day camp director, dance instructor, and recreation assistant.! ! Team members” Miriam OʼBryan, Kim Brannon (MO), Martha Carson, Sherry Johnson, Jackie Voorhees, and Ruth Burgess. Yeah Team!
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AFTERNOON WORKSHOP: Officer Brian Tison and Sargent Aaron Landers, University of Illinois, presented on “School Safety – Active Response to Threats.” They shared that we each need to be personally responsible. They also provided information on threat assessment teams. Officer Brian Tison and Sargent Aaron Landers, University of Illinois Police The team of Officer Brian Tison and Sargent Aaron Landers, from the University of Illinois Police, provided a two- hour workshop. This presentation was designed for K-12 buildings. Do you have a “Threat Assessment Team” at your school? BrianTison has been with the unit since 2008. Sargent Aaron Landers has also been a part of the patrol unit and joined Officer Tison for the presentation. As a team, they provide one-hour to five- hour workshops on “Active Response to Threats” to schools and colleges throughout Illinois, looking deeper into why threats are made and problem solving. IAEOP members gained much from this session.



STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP AWARD RECIPIENT 2014 The IAEOP Student Scholarship for 2014 was awarded to Lauren Leigh Bascio. Lauren was nominated by Mitzy Widebeck . She is a senior at Springfield High School. This is a very busy young person. At Springfield High School, she is very in involved in Band, Concert Band Marching Band and Jazz Band. She is in District 4 and All-State Music Festival. She is in German Club and the German American Partnership Program - Student Host and Exchange Student. She is a National Merit Commended Scholar, in National Honor Society, an Illinois State Scholar and on the Honor Roll. In her community, she is a member of the Springfield Ballet Company; volunteers at St. Martin de Porres Food Pantry and as an Interpreter at Lincoln’s New Salem State Historic site/ she is a junior counselor at New Salem Pioneer Life Day Camp and was a Host for Sister Cities Association for students from Japan. Also she works as a Teaching Assistant at the Dance Arts Studio and as Secretary for Nelson Resource Center. Lauren has been accepted at Drake University and Tulane University and has decided to pursue a career in Actuarial Science or Finance/Accounting. One comment about Lauren was - “Lauren demonstrates strong leadership skills and a willingness to accept responsibility.” With all her outstanding activities, Lauren was the choice to receive the IAEOP Student Scholarship of $1,000. On behalf of IAEOP, we wish her much success in the future Photo shows Mitzy Widebeck accepting award for Lauren from Sherry Johnson.
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WINNER OF MEMBER TUITION REIMBURSEMENT Darlene Hovorka provided the inspiration at Saturday’s lunch. Illinois AEOP scholarship award recipient was recognized, as well as recognition of Dena Henricks as their member tuition reimbursement recipient. Inez Wishard presenting award to Dena.



CENTRAL AREA REPRESENTATIVES Theresa Cote, KS. Central Area Director, conducted the meeting and gave all the news involving Central Area. Darlene Hovorka, WI, presented a very warm and friendly Inspiration.



For Illinois members who have never been to a Central Area Day, we were able to meet Kansas reps. (on left), Debbie Collins, State President, and Debbie Jensen. On the right are the Missouri reps: Debbie Geib, NAEOP State Dept. Council Chair, and Kim Brannon, State President.



IAEOP installation. On left, Nancy VanVickle, Secretary; Marcia Redman, Director; Paula Bender, Director; and Sherry Fletcher standing in for Jill Kharibian, Director.
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OFFICE PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR AWARD - 2014 Dena Henricks is the epitome of an office professional. She is confident in both her skills and her position. She does not shy away from challenges or learning new things. Her leadership and hands-on approach to things have the respect of her co-workers and her administration. She has the personality and sense of humor to deal with anyone she comes in contact during her daily routine. Her work is done with speed and accuracy. Dena is very organized and is ready to help anyone with a project, a computer problem or just being a friend. Dena is knowledgeable beyond what is required of her position. Before her current position as Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent, Dena worked in the high school office, was secretary to the Head of Maintenance and the Technology secretary. Working in all of these positions gave her the skills and knowledge to deal with many different aspects of our school district on a personal level. She knows the ins and outs of our school district with admiral precision. Dena spends many hours beyond the workday completing assignments or attending numerous Board and other meetings. She is taking college classes to enhance her skills and



has just completed PSP and CEOE. Dena is a hard worker and takes pride in what she does. Besides her school duties, Dena can be found helping out at her church and is an active member of IAEOP. She has served as President, and is currently serving as Administrator of the Year Award chairperson, PSP chairperson and Technology Chair. Dena is also an active member of NAEOP and Central Area. Her supervisor, Michael Sutton, Superintendent of Highland CUSD No. 5 says: Mrs. Henricks promotes quality relationships within the office. Her leadership is demonstrated by modeling good work ethic and earning the respect of her peers. She is the go-to person when something needs to get accomplished. She has a strong desire to grow professionally, I have been extremely impressed by her desire to grow professionally. Mrs. Henricks presents herself with high integrity and has a great desire to be successful. She dresses professionally and is very well spoken. She always has a friendly demeanor and is well respected by all staff in the district. It is with great pleasure, Dena Henricks, was selected IAEOP Office Professional of the Year. She has been placed in nomination for the NAEOP Olive T. Richie Office Professional of the Year Award.



Many thanks to: Paula Bender - location and planning of conference organization. Naomi Fettes -planning the tour and meaningful presentations. Martha Carson, Monica Hamilton, Naomi Fettes, , and your Editor for taking so many good pictures. AND everyone else who made this conference a success/ the BEACON
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MEMBER NEWS



BOARD REPORTS



Helen F. Fairchild....1920 - 2014 a lifetime member of IAEOP, reached 93, when she passed February 16, 2014 at Sugar Creek Alzheimer’s Special Care Center in Normal. Memorial contributions may be made in her honor to the Special Olympics. She was a friend of Joan Chapman, Paste President of IAEOP and many others. Helen Faust was born March 13, 1920, in Rockford She married Ross W. Fairchild on November 20, 1943. She is survived by two sons, , three grandchildren and one great grandchild. She is also survived by brother, Clayton Faust and one sister, Arlene.. She was preceded in death by her husband, Ross, on March 21, 2005, and her parents. Helen expressed her commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ by helping people through her work as a Illinois State Office of Special Olympics, Illinois State University Media Lab, and as a secretarial substitute. She was involved in community activities through Lexington Home Extension, Lexington Woman’s Club, IAEOP, NAEOP, Lexington Taste of Country Fair and the Lexington Main Street Improvement Committee; and in the church activities for more than 30 years at the First United Methodist Church of Lexington with involvement in the United Methodist Women, Chancel Choir, administrative board and outreach to North Carolina. The second picture shown is from Illinois 11997 hosting the National NAEOP Conference in Illinois. They dressed as Abe Lincoln and Mary Todd Lincoln greeting people at the airport. Some time in February, Louis Burrel, father of Celestine Burrel of Ford Heights passed away. Our condolences to her and her family. the BEACON



Community Service/Fellowship, Ellen Flynn / Nancy Harrington After the Fall conference, we sent $134.00 collected at the general meeting to the schools in Moore Oklahoma to help rebuild from the tornado last May 20, 2013. Spring Conference donations for Make-A-Wish Foundation and The Ronald Mc Donald House will be sen at the fFall Conferences, Special Olympics and National Childhood Cancer Foundation will benefit. Get Well, Thinking of You and Prayer Cards were sent to: Doris Baitie, Betty Dickson Brenton, Denise Gray Howard, Lisa Moorehead, Donna Steckling & Lorna Vinson. Sympathy cards to: Celestine Burrel on the loss of her father'; the family of Helen Fairchild, member;. the family of Janet Godfrey, member; the family of Arlene Haldeman, member; Lois (La Sage) Minerick on loss of husband; Chris Ramsey on loss of brother-in-law. Please call Ellen Flynn or Nancy Harrington or email Nancy when cards need to be sent.



Special Projects, Liz Downs & Marcia Redman Thanks to everyone for all the beautiful baskets & donated items brought for the Special Project table for our Fall Conference. We received the following: Donated $ 52.00 P.O.G. $ 300.00 Raffle Baskets $ 395.00 Total$ 747.00 Reminder we had three winners: 1st Place $ 80.00 2nd Place $ 45.00 3rd Place $ 25.00 We thank each of you for your kindness and the generosity that you have shown us. At Spring 2014 Conference, the totals were: Donated $ 23.00 P.O.G. $ 273.00 Raffle Baskets $397.00 Total $ 693.00 P.O.G. 1st - $75 2nd -$40 3rd - $20 Again, thank you all for participating.
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Legislation



by Mitzy WidebecK, CEOE



This is a list of bills that are education related and their status.



HB 3664 ( Kosel, R-New Lenox) provides that a severance agreement that is funded by public moneys shall not require any party to keep allegations, evidence, settlement amounts, or any other information confidential. The bill was approved by the House Judiciary Committee and was sent to the House floor for further consideration.



SB 3214 ( Syverson, R-Rockford) adds automated external defibrillators to first aid educational topics that may be included in a comprehensive health education program. The bill was approved by the Senate Education Committee and was sent to the Senate floor for further consideration.



HB 3724 (Burke, D., D-Chicago) requires training on how to properly administer cardiopulmonary resuscitation and how to use an automated external defibrillator to be included in high school health education classes and a prerequisite to receiving a high school diploma. The bill was approved by the House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee and was sent to the House floor for further consideration.



SB 3274 (Holmes, D-Aurora) allows a teacher who teaches physical education or health education in the public schools to meet the requirements for highly qualified status that apply to teachers who teach in core academic subjects pursuant to the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001. The bill was approved by the Senate and was sent to the House of Representatives for further consideration.



HB 3754 (Chapa LaVia, D-Aurora) repeals the law that establishes the State Charter School Commission and returns charter school authorizing and appeal powers to ISBE. The bill was approved by the House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee and was sent to the House floor for further consideration.



SB 3310 ( Bertino-Tarrant, DPlainfield) with respect to school personnel training on ( i) food allergies, (ii) the use of psychotropic and psychostimulant medications, (iii) youth who are parents, expectant parents, or victims of domestic or sexual violence, (iv) educator ethics, teacher-student conduct, and school employee-student conduct, and (v) diabetes care, training is required only upon employment of a person, the renewal of a person's license, or a change to a person's job duties that would require this training. The bill was discussed in the Senate Education Committee but no vote was taken.



HB 4237 (Chapa LaVia) , if a local school board’s decision to deny a charter school application is overturned on appeal by a state authorizing board or ISBE, the charter school application is not deemed approved until it is ratified by a school district referendum. The bill was approved by the House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee and was sent to the House floor for further consideration.



HB 1152 (Ford, D-Chicago) ,as amended, creates the Chicago Educational Governance Task Force for the purpose of recommending the best structure and procedure for the governance of City of Chicago School District 299. The bill was approved by the House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee and was sent to the House floor for further consideration.



HB 4262 (Fine, D-Glenview) removes a requirement that new teachers provide evidence of freedom from tuberculosis and, instead, states that they may be subject to additional health examinations, including screening for tuberculosis. The bill was approved by the House of Representatives and was sent to the Senate for further consideration.
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HB 4336 (Jakobsson, D-Urbana) changes references relating to General Educational Development (GED) testing and certificates to high school equivalency testing and certificates. The bill was approved by the House of Representatives and was sent to the Senate for further consideration. HB 4440 (Chapa La Via) extends by one year the “sunset date” for the Early Childhood Education Block Grant. The bill was approved by the House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee and was sent to the House floor for further consideration. HB 4522 (Chapa La Via) allows two or more (instead of four or more) contiguous school districts with all or a portion of their territory located within the geographic boundaries of the same municipality to jointly operate, through an institution of higher education located in the municipality, a science and mathematics



partnership school for serving some or all of grades kindergarten through eight. The bill was approved by the House of Representatives and was sent to the Senate for further consideration. HB 4581 (Fortner, R-West Chicago) provides that an employer may not require an employee to use earned vacation time or any form of paid leave time to serve as an election judge. The bill was approved by the House Executive Committee and was sent to the House floor for further consideration. HB 4767 (Chapa La Via) makes changes to the Alternative Route to Teacher Certification program. The bill was approved by the House of Representatives and was sent to the Senate for further consideration.



IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM IMRF By Mitzy Widebeck At the end of March, Rep. Deborah Conroy introduced House Amendment #1 to HB3898, that proposed eliminating the "13th payment" to all current and future IMRF retirees. The 13th payment was created years ago at the time that other public pensions were granted compounded COLA's (Cost of Living Adjustments). IMRF's COLA was not compounded because it was determined that it would cost employers 1.1% of payroll. Instead the 13th payment was set up (an additional payment that is distributed on July 1st of each year that is a percentage of the regular pension) that cost the employers .62% of payroll. The original House amendment did not restructure the percentages paid by employers as set by law thus leaving a payment paid by employers, received by IMRF with no direction as to where to apply these monies. When this was pointed out to Rep. Conroy and the Pension Committee, a change was made to this amendment so that it only applied to future retirees. In regards to this latest change, Louis Kosiba, IMRF Executive Director, was quoted by the Daily Herald saying "changes could have unforeseen consequences, including an obscure financial quirk called a “tontine.” Theoretically, if no new recipients are allowed into the program but the money is still being collected, the last eligible person alive could receive all the money in the payment pool for that year. That’s a tontine." As of April 1, this Amendment has been tabled. the BEACON



Page 10



Spring 2014



NAEOP JANUARY 2014 BOARD MEETING UPDATE



Brandon delivering animals to Buffalo Grove Fire Department



By Jackie Voorhees * Invitation from Mississippi AEOP to host the Winter 2015 Institute and Winter Board Meeting Invitation from Missouri AEOP to host 2016 NAEOP Conference Consideration for 2017 NAEOP Conference to be held in Nebraska NAEOP has approved and will launch Facebook, LinkedIn and other social media platforms on March 1pending an approved facilitator. This will be your chance to network with educators, administrators, sponsors and other office professionals across the globe. We hope you will engage in conversations, and share meaningful content with your friends and co-workers. Help us increase our membership by using these social media platforms once launched. Are you acting as a NAEOP recruiter? For the next four months we will encourage every member to actively recruit for NAEOP. Simply reaching out to one office professional interested in NAEOP will boost our membership and help our association grow. Contact those who have let their membership lapse and remind them to renew. The Board of Directors has approved a new NAEOP membership form. The Executive Director will announce when the new form is available. Marketing/Corporate Sponsorships Program will be focusing on a variety of areas in the next few months. We are reaching out to many administrative groups for their endorsements and future sponsorship utilizing our NAEOP Liaisons. We will also be seeking corporate sponsors for the 2014 & 2015 NAEOP Annual Conferences. We are hoping to schedule more site visits for the NAEOP Utah and Oregon areas. the BEACON



Tess, Reedʼs Therapy Rottweiler sits next to bags donated ! Meet Brandon Reed, a graduating senior of Buffalo Grove High School in Arlington Heights and grandson of Donna Steckling. As a Dog Therapy volunteer at Northwest Community Hospital, he decided to make a difference in the program by collecting funds to help the program. He spread the word throughout his community and also donated time to Carsonʼs to encourage people to buy a $5 coupon book (to save money in their purchases) and Dog Therapy would benefit by keeping the $5. With individual donations and Carsonʼs plan, he raised over $600 for this nonprofit group at the hospital and they are indeed grateful for his efforts. ! With encouragement of family and friends, he decided to collect new and slightly used stuffed animals for various organizations. Contacts were made for distributing these gifts of love and the final total was 532 collected Some were mailed to Alaska, Tennessee, Texas (for troops to give to war zone children), Tylerʼs Justice in Stockton, St. Francis Childrenʼs Hospital in Peoria, Children Advocacy groups in Hoffman Estates Woodstock, Libertyville and two local Fire Departments . ! Brandon will attend college next year and hopes to earn a scholarship through Kohlʼs Store who has this program. Thanks Martha Carson and Jackie Voorhees for taking to Stockton & Peoria. Page 11
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Donna Steckling, Editor 805 Essex Street Prospect Heights IL 60070-1157



READ ABOUT LOCAL, STATE, CENTRAL AREA AND NATIONAL NEWS



Mission Statement: The mission of IAEOP is to inspire and promote professional growth and leadership through educational opportunities, networking, service to others, and recognition for all educational professionals.



TASK FORCE MEMBERS Conference Planner – Paula Bender Decorations – Danville Area AEOP Evaluations – Nancy VanVickle First Timers – Martha Carson Hospitality – Barbara Hutcherson Inspirations – Martha Carson Programs – Naomi Fettes Registration – Nancy VanVickle Retirees – Thelma Webber Entertainment – as needed Special Projects – Liz Downs & Marcia Redman Thanks to all for being part of this group!.
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