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ICSA conducted another August in weekend recovery Please help us continue our successful mission by sending a generous donation with the membership-donation form below or workshop in Colorado (right—view of facility grounds) and an via the ICSA online donation page: https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/icsa
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In 2015 ICSA continued to help former group and families, promote research, and supporting helping professionals, and researching themembers issues. ICSA receives no government money and is dependent completely upon people like you. educate professionals and the public through ICSA’s events, periodicals, website, and information service.
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April weekend workshop for SGAs (second-generation adults— Thank you! people born or raised in cultic groups) in Connecticut.
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ICSA’s 2015 annual international conference, held in Name Stockholm, Sweden at the end of June, demonstrated ICSA’s unique capacity to address and integrate the needs of its four main constituencies: former group members, families, helping Address professionals, and researchers. Like other recent conferences, the Stockholm conference had about 100 speakers who covered topics relevant to each of these groups. Addressvolunteers 2 ICSA also facilitated workshops for former members and families during the preconference day. Former members and SGAs are now the dominant ICSA constituency in terms of numbers. A survey of 104 attendees (about half of the total) from the Stockholm conference found that 63 (about two-thirds) City/State/Zip were former group members, and that 35 of these were SGAs. Fifty-eight people, 47 of whom were SGAs or former members, were concerned about one or more family members in a cultic group.
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This year’s conference also had a very successful Phoenix Project Art & Literary Exhibit, as well as an evening of literary readings by former cultic-group members. Artistic expressions related to the Phone/Fax feelings of former cultic-group members can sometimes capture or reveal subtleties that elude analytic writing. Because of her work on the artistic dimension of cult involvement, expressed through Phoenix E-Mail exhibits and ICSA Today, Diana Pletts received ICSA’s Margaret T. Singer Award. Project
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In November ICSA conducted its second assistance-focused conference at the historic La Fonda on the Payment [ ] Check (payable to ICSA; US dollars only) [ ] Visa [ ] MasterCard Plaza Methodin Santa Fe, New Mexico. Nearly 100 people attended. The Santa Fe conferences have been so well received that the Board of Directors decided to continue this biannual event in future years.
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CC Infoconducted Number: Exp. Date: Security Code: Langone, ICSA its first virtual event, a seminar on religious conflict resolution led by Michael PhD. About a dozen people participated in this online seminar. More are planned in 2016.
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Member: $75 - $99 per year. Supporter: $100 - $999 per year. Patron: $1,000 + per Web Member: $50 perdominated year. Student Member: $25 per year. Although emailyear. communications have ICSA’s information service for more than 15 years, Members Receive: ICSA Today, International Journal of Cultic Studies [Web and Student we still get several hundred phone calls per year from people seeking help. Our office sends$ about 8,000 Membership members receive periodicals in electronic format.], ICSA Member Update, ICSA News Desk email messages year, a large of which are sent to former members or with families seeking (if arequested), accesspercentage to ICSA’s e-library of more than 25,000 documents and videos, articles going back to 1979, event discounts for member and immediate family, information or news assistance. opportunity to network with experts in the field.



ICSA’s four-color magazine, ICSA Today, overseen by volunteer Associate Editor
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Please add me (or make sure I am on) the list to receive ICSA’s member news desk e-mail Ann Stamler, a valuable resource for allbox ICSA members, but of selected articles (aboutistwo mailings per month). Check to right if you want to especially [ for ] receive the News members Desk e-mail.and families seeking to understand the practical implications former



of psychological manipulation and abuse. Each issue of ICSA Today also includes artistic Please be as generous as possible. $ contributions (art, prose, poetry) on the experience of psychological Tax receipts availablethat uponreflect request. abuse victims, and also (in most issues) a Q&A essay that addresses a practical question from readers. $



The monthly New York local meeting, facilitated by Dan Shaw and Chris Carlson, will soon enter its fourth year. This meeting has been very helpful to dozens of ICSA engages no professional solicitors. FL No. SC-07158; Federal tax-exempt No.: 04-2667-828. former members and families seeking information and support. 1
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Bob and Judy Pardon also run an ICSA/MeadowHaven support group for former cultic-group members in the Boston area. This group builds discussions around topics and runs for about 8 weeks. Several 8-week segments have been completed thus far.
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In 2015 ICSA expanded its social-media presence. ICSA’s Facebook page shares approximately two new postings a week. We now have more than 1,400 likes, compared to only several hundred a year and a half ago. Some posts reach 2,000 or more people. We now have more than 40 videos on ICSA’s YouTube channel. Most videos are talks from ICSA conferences, such as Dan Shaw’s talk (right) on traumatizing narcissism at the Santa Fe conference in November. More than 300 people now subscribe to the ICSA YouTube channel. Nearly 9,000 people have viewed the most popular video. We also have begun to post share buttons on pages in ICSA’s website, www.icsahome.com This means that people reading a recent ICSA Today article, for example, can easily share it with their friends on Facebook, Google+, or Twitter by simply clicking an icon on the web page.
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ICSA continues to develop the Spiritual Safe Haven Network, a resource that facilitates outreach to churches and synagogues. Dr. Michael Langone, Dr. Carmen Almendros, and Rev. Robert Pardon developed a survey to assess churches’ experience with and interest in spiritual abuse. Rev. Pardon has begun pilot testing the survey in several churches. In 2016 we hope to obtain data that will help us plan how to most effectively expand this important project.
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The New York Educational Outreach Committee, chaired by Maureen Griffo, continues with its work. Standardized public educational talks are in the final stage of development. In 2016 we plan to pilot test these talks on selected churches, synagogues, and schools, and then create a speaker referral service.
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The International Journal of Cultic Studies (IJCS) continues to publish important scholarly articles. Of special note in 2015 was Alan Scheflin’s article, “Supporting Human Rights by Testifying Against Human Wrongs,” which offers suggestions on how the well-established legal concept of undue influence can be extended to cover cases of cultic control.
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ICSA’s free speech project, which explores how cultic groups may suppress the free speech of critics, moves ahead. Volunteer Esther Friedman gave a fascinating talk on the project at the Santa Fe conference and is preparing papers for publication.
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Technology co-chair Alex Ziskind has set up an online forum for researchers. We expect this forum to improve communication among researchers and encourage graduate students to become more involved with ICSA.
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The Member Update, which you can access from the ICSA member page on www.icsahome.com, continues to tell the ICSA community about the cult-related activities of ICSA members. Send us information on your achievements so we can share that information with other members.
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In 2019 ICSA will celebrate its fortieth anniversary, an event that underlines the importance of leadership continuity. With this need in mind, the ICSA Board of Directors—the third generation of ICSA leaders—appointed in 2015 an advisory board consisting of committee chairs and individuals whom the Board believes have potential to become future leaders of ICSA.
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