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YALSA Best Fiction



Gateway Reader Award



for Young Adults 2018



Nominees 2018-2019



What Girls Are Made Of by Elana Arnold Sixteen-year-old Nina Faye navigates the difficult world of teenage relationships and dysfunctional family dynamics.



The Language of Thorns: Midnight Tales and Dangerous Magic by Leigh Bardugo Traditional fairy tales are refreshingly twisted, re-created, and wrapped in gorgeous illustrations in this stand-alone collection of six short stories.



The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue



of Weep, the lost fairytale city that was literally removed from memory.



The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas Starr Carter is a black girl caught between two worlds: her poor, black neighborhood, and her suburban, mostly white high school. Occupying this liminal space becomes nearly impossible when Starr witnesses, and is forced to speak out about, the fatal shooting of her friend by a white cop.



Piecing Me Together



by Renee Watson Artist Jade has big dreams, but by Mackenzi Lee she recognizes that coming from a Montague, the son of a British rough neighborhood creates nobleman, embarks on a barriers. She reluctantly joins European tour with his best friend Woman to Woman, a mentoring Percy and his sister Felicity. Along program that promises a the way, they encounter adventure scholarship. Her well-intentioned and conflict that leads them to a mentor, also black, doesn't different destiny. understand Jade has no desire to be “saved.” Sparrow by Sarah Moon Sparrow has a secret: her closest friends are birds. When she feels anxious, she goes to the roof and flies. One day, this practice lands her in the hospital, facing questions from the adults in her life. She recovers, finds her voice, and makes friends along the way.



Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds As Will, fifteen, sets out to avenge his brother Shawn's fatal shooting, seven ghosts who knew Shawn board the elevator and reveal truths Will needs to know.



Eliza and Her Monsters by Francesca Zappia Eliza Mirk is the anonymous creator of Monstrous Sea, a wildly popular webcomic, but when a new boy at school tempts her to live a life offline, everything she's worked for begins to crumble.



Goodbye Days by Jeff Zentner Carver's three best friends are killed in a car accident soon after he sends the driver a text message, and grief and guilt take their toll.



Strange the Dreamer by Laini Taylor Lazlo Strange is an orphan raised by monks, and he’s dedicated his life to learning. His favorite story is



Symptoms of Being Human



My Lady Jane



A teenager who struggles with gender identity creates a blog on the topic that goes viral, and faces ridicule at the hands of fellow students.



Lady Jane Grey, sixteen, is about to be married to a total stranger--and caught up in an insidious plot to rob her cousin, King Edward, of his throne. But that's the least of Jane's problems. She's about to become Queen of England. Like that could go wrong.



by Jeff Garvin



When We Collided by Emery Lord



Can seventeen-year-old Jonah save his family restaurant from ruin, his mother from her sadness, and his danger-seeking girlfriend Vivi from herself?



by Cynthia Hand



Three Dark Crowns by Kendare Blake



On an island where a set of triplets are born in every Heartless generation, three sisters, all equal by Marissa Meyer In this prequel to Alice in Wonderland, heirs to the crown and possessor of Cath would rather open a bakery and magic, must now fight for the title in a marry for love than accept a proposal game of life or death. from the King of Hearts, especially after meeting the handsome and Holding Up the Universe by Jennifer Niven mysterious court jester. A boy with face blindness and a girl who struggles with weight fall in love.



Nemesis



by Anna Banks



A futuristic fantasy in which the fate of the world's energy source is in the hands of a prince and princess who are rivals.



Amy Chelsea Stacie Dee by Mary G Thompson



Amy and her cousin Dee were kidnapped six years ago, and when Amy finds her way home, she's desperate to protect the ones she loves at any cost.



The Memory Book by Lara Avery



When a rare genetic disorder steals away her memories and then her health, teenaged Sammie records notes in a journal to her future self, documenting moments great and small.



Scythe



by Neal Shusterman



In a world where disease has been eliminated, the only way to die is to be randomly killed ('gleaned') by professional reapers ('scythes'). Two teens must compete with each other to become a scythe--a position neither of them wants. The one who becomes a scythe must kill the one who doesn't.



All the Gallant Men by Donald Stratton & Ken Gire



Donald Stratton was a Seaman First Class on the USS Arizona on December 7, 1941 and shares his life story including his tale of survival.
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Young Adults’ Choices Reading List All We Have Left



The Distance Between Us



Gutless



The Pact



by Wendy Mills In interweaving stories of sixteenyear-olds, modern-day Jesse tries to cope with the ramifications of her brother's death on 9/11, while in 2001, Alia, a Muslim, gets trapped in one of the Twin Towers and meets a boy who changes everything for her as flames rage around them.



by Reyna Grande At the age of 8, Reyna Grande made the dangerous and illegal trek across the border from Mexico to the United States, and discovered that the American Dream is much more complicated that it seemed.



by Carl Deuker With both good speed and good hands, wide receiver Brock Ripley should be a natural for the varsity team, but he shies from physical contact. When his issues get him cut from varsity, he also loses his friendship with star quarterback Hunter Gates. Now a target for bullying, Brock struggles to overcome his fears and discover that, in his own way, he is brave enough.



by Amanda West Lewis Exploring the radicalization of youth through the lens of Nazi Germany, protagonist Peter Gruber responds to propaganda and posturing while trying to understand conflicts of personality, culture, duty and morality.



Beware That Girl by Teresa Toten When a scholarship girl and a wealthy classmate become friends, their bond is tested when a handsome young teacher separately influences the girls in order to further his less-thanadmirable interests.



Booked by Kwame Alexander Nick loves soccer and hates books, but soon learns the power of words as he wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams.



The Borden Murders: Lizzie Borden and the Trial of the Century



Falling Over Sideways by Jordan Sonnenblick Harassed at her middle school, not taken seriously at home, and with a "perfect" older brother, Matthew, to live up to, thirteenyear-old Claire has always felt like her life was cursed--then one morning, when she and her beloved father are talking at breakfast, her father unexpectedly falls over with a stroke, and suddenly everything changes.



Genius: The Game by Leopoldo Gout Three underprivileged young prodigies from across the world with incredible skills in technology and engineering team up to become the heroes the world never knew they could be.



The Girl I Used to Be



by Sarah Miller Discusses the trial of Lizzie Borden and the murders of her parents.



by April Henry Olivia's parents were killed fourteen years ago. Now, new evidence reopens the case . . . and she finds herself involved.



The Darkest Hour



Goldfish



by Caroline Tung Richmond In 1943 sixteen-year-old Lucie Blaise is the newest recruit of Covert Ops, a secret espionage and sabotage organization of girls, and her mission in German occupied France is to track down information about a weapon that could wipe out all of Western Europe--and then dismantle it before it can be used.



by Nat Luurtsema I am Lou Brown: social outcast, precocious failure, 5'10" and still growing. I was on the fast track to Olympic stardom. Now, I'm training boys too cool to talk to me. In a sport I just made up. In a fish tank. My life has quickly become very weird.



Hit Count by Chris Lynch Arlo Brodie loves being at the heart of the action on the football field, and while his dad cheers him on, his mother quotes head injury statistics and refuses to watch, but Arlo's winning plays, the cheering crowds, and the adrenaline rush are enough to convince him that everything is OK, in spite of the pain, the pounding, the dizziness, and the confusion.



Lady Midnight by Cassandra Clare Shadowhunter Emma Carstairs and her parabatai Julian Blackthorn race to stop a demonic plot that threatens



The Last Boy and Girl in the World by Siobhan Vivian When disaster strikes a working-class town, the class clown learns her coping mechanisms don't help anyone.



The Lovely Reckless by Kami Garcia Haunted by the memory of her boyfriend's death, Frankie Devereux lives her life by one dangerous rule: nothing matters.



Macbeth #killingit by William Shakespeare and Courtney Carbone Shakespeare's tragedy told in the style of texts, tweets, and status posts.



Passenger by Alexandra Bracken Nicholas Carter helps Etta Spencer, whose been sent back in time, to find a powerful object in order to help her get back home, while being chased by the Ironwoods family who want it for themselves.



P.S. I Like You by Kasie West While daydreaming in Chemistry class, Lily scribbles some of her favorite song lyrics onto her desk. The next day, she finds that someone has continued the lyrics on the desk. Soon, Lily and her anonymous pen pal are exchanging letters. As Lily attempts to unravel the mystery, she discovers that she may be falling for her mystery writer.



*Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys As World War II draws to a close, refugees try to escape the war's final dangers, only to find themselves aboard a ship with a target on its hull.



*The Serpent King by Jeff Zentner The son of a Pentecostal preacher faces his personal demons as he and his two outcast friends try to make it through their senior year of high school in rural Forrestville, Tennessee without letting the smalltown culture destroy their creative spirits and sense of self.



Snow White: A Graphic Novel The Twelve Days by Matt Phelan of Dash & Lily In a moody, cinematic new telling of a beloved fairy tale, extraordinary graphic novelist Matt Phelan captures the essence of classic film noir on the page--and draws a striking distinction between good and evil.



by Rachel Cohn & David Levithan Lily is concerned about her grandfather’s health (he suffered a heart attack and a bad fall) and about Dash’s true feelings for her; as a result, her typical holiday exuberance is all but gone.



Stars Above



23 Minutes



(A Lunar Chronicles Collection) by Marissa Meyer Contains nine short stories set in the world of the Lunar Chronicles.



*The Sun Is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon Natasha is a girl who believes in science and facts. Daniel has always been a good son and good student. But when he sees Natasha he forgets all that and believes there is something extraordinary in store for both of them.



*Tell Me Three Things by Julie Buxbaum Jessie, still grieving over her mother's death, must move from Chicago to "The Valley," with a new stepfamily but no new friends until an anonymous fellow student emails and offers to help her navigate the school's treacherous social waters.



This Is Where It Ends by Marieke Nijkamp Minutes after the principal of Opportunity High School in Alabama finishes her speech welcoming the student body to a new semester, they discover that the auditorium doors will not open and someone starts shooting as four teens, each with a personal reason to fear the shooter, tell the tale from separate perspectives.



by Vivian Vande Velde Witnessing a bank robbery gone awry, misfit Zoe, a girl with supernatural ability to jump back in time and repeat events with up to 10 tries, attempts to stop the crime but only makes things worse with each successive effort.



Two Summers by Aimee Friedman Two possible futures face Summer : either she will spend the summer in Provence with her father, uncovering family secrets, and exploring the old world, or she will stay in upstate New York, coping with her mother, and dreaming of her long time crush-and which future unfolds will depend on whether or not she answers a phone call.



A World Without You by Beth Revis What would you do to bring back someone you love? After the unexpected loss of his girlfriend, a boy suffering from delusions believes he can travel through time to save her.



Choice Reading Lists



literacyworldwide.org



*Indicates that the book is also on the Gateway Reader Award Nominees list for 2018-2019.
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