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Transcategorial negative marker -gʉi in Buryat1 Alёna Aksёnova Lomonosov Moscow State University Buryat negative affix ‘-gʉi’ is an example of transcategorial affix. It can be used both as verbal indicative negator (1) and as marker of abessive case, that can take either ‘light’ noun phrase (2) or ‘heavy’ (3) one as its complement. (1)



dambəә xʉgžəәm



dorəә



xarəәr-a-gʉi



damba music



down



dance-PRT-NEG



Damba didn’t dance to a music. (2)



ʉsəәgəәldəәr



narəә-gʉi



ʉdəәr



bɛ-ga



yesterday



sun-NEG



day



be-PRT



It was a sunless day yesterday. (3)



bʉxɨ



probləәməә-gʉi



xʉn



žargəәl-tɛ



bɛ-nəә



all



problem-NEG



man



happiness-COM be-PRS



1. A person without all problems is happy. 2. All problemless people are happy. When disposing before the head noun ‘-gʉi’-phrase forms privative adjective (Hamari (2011)), that can be easily coordinated with other adjectives, derivative (4) and non-derivative ones (5). There are two restrictions on use of prenominal ‘-gʉi’: firstly, it cannot be used on referential noun phrases (6) and secondly, it is impossible to derive privative adjective from an other adjective, cf. (7) for the non-derivative one. (4)



ʉngəә-gʉi



ba



amtəә-tɛ



color-NEG



and



taste-COM



(5)



‘colorless and tasteless‘ (6)



*arjünəә-gʉi



bajəәr



arjuna-NEG



bair



narəә-gʉi



ba



mu:



sun-NEG



and



ban



‘sunless and bad’ (7)



*mu:-gʉi bad-NEG



'Bair without Arjuna'



Exp.: ‘not bad’



When disposing after the head noun ‘-gʉi’-phrase is a constituent that is usually translated by informants as an prepositional phrase (8). There is no constraint on referentiality of the complement of such ‘-gʉi’: its complement can be either referent (9) or non-referent (10). (8)



(9)



bajəәr kinəә-dəә arjünəә-gʉi bair cinema-DAT arjuna-NEG Bair went to the cinema without Arjuna.



oš-o go-IPFV



tɜrɜn-dəә



ɜnəә



xʉbʉn-gʉi



hɛn



bɛ-nəә



she-DAT



this



boy-NEG



good



be-PRS



Without this guy she felt better. (10)



dambəә sɛ



sa:xəәr-gʉi



u:-na



damba tea



sugar-NEG



drink-PRS



Damba drinks tea without sugar. 1



The data was collected during a summer linguistic expedition in the village Baraghan (Buryatia, Russian Federation). The sponsorship was implemented by RFBR, contract №13-06-00884а.



In the case of the verbal negation ‘-gʉi’ negates both the event and its TAM characteristics, but it is located before (subject) agreement markers (11), so we can argue that the projection of negation disposes between TP and AgrSP. (11)



ažəәl-gʉi-gor



algəәnəә-šjɜ



barəә-xəә-gʉi-š



work-CAR-INSTR



perch-NPI



catch-FUT-NEG-2SG



Without work you can’t catch any perch.( = A cat in gloves catches no mice.) It is impossible to put negative affix on postpositional phrases (12), on adjectives (13), to place it between the verbal stem and TAM marker (14) or to use it with non-indicatives (15). (12)



*xʉbʉn



gitəәrəә dɜ:rəә-gʉi



na:d-a



boy



guitar



play-PRT



at-NEG



(13)



good-INSTR-NEG



Exp.: The boy play, (but) not guitar. (14)



*xatəәr-(gʉi)-ɵ-b-(gʉi)



*hɛn-ar-gʉi Exp.: ‘not good’



(15)



*šar-užəәn-gʉi



dance-NEG-PRT-NEG-1SG



roast-JUSS-NEG



Exp.: ‘I didn’t dance‘



Exp.: ‘let him not cook’



Following Haspelmath et. al. (2001) we admit the existence of transcategorial affixes, that are widespread in agglutinative languages; the ‘-gʉi’ marker is the case of the cross-categorial case (CCC, Tamm (2011)). In the talk we will describe this affix more detailed and suggest the syntactic analysis that will consider the following problems: • Why does affix ‘-gʉi’ takes as its complement constituents that aren’t forming the natural class; • How many affixes ‘-gʉi’ are there in Buryat.



References Hamari (2011) — Hamari, Arja. 2011. The abessive in the Permic languages. In Rigina Ajanki (eds.). 2011. Journal de la Société Finno-Ougrienne 93. Haspelmath et. al. (2001) – Haspelmath, Martin; König, Ekkehard; Oesterreicher, Wulf and Wolfgang Raible. (2001) Language Typology and Language Universals.Walter de Gruyter, Berlin. Tamm (2011) – Tamm, Anne. (2011) TAM/Negation by Cross-Categorial Case in Uralic. Presentation at the ALT9, Hong Kong, China.
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1 The data was collected during a summer linguistic expedition in the village Baraghan (Buryatia,. Russian Federation). The sponsorship was implemented by ... 
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