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CAMBODIA NEWS Mission | Newsletter | from the Chung’s



Pchum Ben Holiday If Muslims have Ramadan, Cambodians have Pchum Ben. It’s the “Ancestor’s Day”. It’s a celebration where most people visit pagoda (temple) once a day for a 15 day period to give their food offerings to their ancestor ghosts. This is so that the ancestors will not rain down any curses on them. People will offer food to the monks, and the monks offer up the food so that the gates of hell would be opened and the ancestor ghosts will come and eat and be satisfied. The celebration takes place in October of each year. During this period, there seems to be a strong spiritual battle all around the country.



Wednesday morning “Harvard Business Review Club” with the 2nd year students from National University of Management (NUM) 



Thanksgiving for the first year! It seems like yesterday when we boarded the plane heading to Cambodia. Now, it’s already been over a year. Time flies when you are having fun! (yes, missions can be fun!)# We are so thankful to God that He has continued to guide and protect us throughout our first year. It’s been a year of adjustment, a year of lots of learning, and a year of growing. # We cannot say that it’s been a year free of all worries and concerns. Nikki, specially, had gone through so many physical ailments. Between the two of us we went through knee cap problems, Dengue fever, huge feet swellings from ant bites, fungus growing on top of head, just to name the major ones. It’s surely been a year of adjustments. But, we are thankful to God for helping us learn the pains and agonies the local people go through. We are also thankful for His wonderful way of answering our prayers. Nikki was suﬀering from knee cap contact us at: [email protected]
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People ask us: “What do you miss the most?” People ask us what we miss the most. We don’t miss the house or the car. We don’t miss the comfortable life with everything and anything that we could buy within a mile or two. We don’t even miss good restaurants by Seal Beach shore (although we sometimes think about that). # But, we do miss two things. One is our family and friends. The times we had together. The precious times that are deep in our memories. The times of encouragement and times of fellowship. Even though we are making new friends here, they will not replace the long time friendship and love we shared together back home. # Second is the times of worship. We miss the Sunday worship. We miss the Friday evening worship and the Bible studies. We miss the times when we prayed together and for each other. We realize how precious those times are, now that we do not have those. Just a simple singing of hymns and praises echo in our minds the wonderful times of worship and fellowship we had back home.
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problems (our apartment elevator stopped working for three weeks and we had to walk up and down 108 steps a few times each day; that aggravated her already weak knee caps). We prayed to the Lord to heal her and take away the pain. The Lord answered our prayer by giving her Dengue fever. What?! Yes, that was His answer. We couldn’t understand it. (It’s known to be so painful, that many missionaries who has had Dengue fever leaves the mission field after second infection). But, the Lord has His ways. After the painful and agonizing 10-day Dengue fever left her, she doesn’t feel any knee cap pains any more! How is that possible? Only the Lord knows. We are only thankful for His answer to our prayers. May the Lord continue to help us trust Him in His ways!# Learning Language, Culture and Ministries We spent our first year learning the language, the culture and about various diﬀerent ministries. We are continuing the language learning. We keep learning, but at times it seems like it’s in vain. We keep forgetting a lot. So, at times we are discouraged and ask ourselves why we should even learn it. But, in those times of doubt, the Lord keeps reminding us that He is with us. When we turn on the radio in the car and listen to local programs we are surprised that even the forgotten words pop up in our head. We are just thankful that the words and phrases are some how filed away somewhere in the back of our brain. It’s just a matter of continuously practicing (and trusting Jesus) each day. And keep it going! Lord Jesus, help us! (sigh…)# We are learning the culture. The good and the bad. Most Cambodian people are very nice and friendly. But, when it comes to driving they are just diﬀerent people. There is no yielding. Everyone seems to be looking out only for themselves. So, during the traﬃc hour every uncontrolled intersections get grid locked. Four way grid locks (where no one can move) happen all the time. It’s a very frustrating experience, specially when it rains. The other day when it was raining we got stuck in traﬃc for almost four hours in this small city. We find ourselves learning this bad behavior. Oh Lord, help us to be more generous!# In our first year we visited many diﬀerent missionaries and their ministries. We even had the opportunity to visit neighboring countries: Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam with the Southeast contact us at: [email protected]
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Asia Partnership (SEAP) vision team. It was amazing to see how the Lord is working in the lives of the people in this part of the world. We learned that the Lord uses everyone in their place and in His time. He uses the local pastors, the local lay people, the missionaries, supporters, people who connect all these people together. There is just endless list of kinds of people the Lord uses in His harvest field. #



! Prayer Requests 1) that God will continue to lead us to walk with Him each day# 2) that God will grant us wisdom and discipline to be able to continue to learn Khmer language and culture eﬀectively and deeply# 3) that God will continue to open up doors to share the gospel with the students at National University of Management (NUM)#



We learned a lot from these visits. We learned what to do and also what not to do. Our hearts are filled with excitement for all the possible and potential additional ministries we could get into. Besides teaching and reaching out to students for campus ministries, there are a number of other opportunities to consider and pray for: running a charity house, building a Christian school, running a library with a large Christian section in it, helping an after-school Christian program, and on and on and on. There are just plenty of ideas and things to do and plenty of opportunities to do it. Most of all, we are praying that God will use us to help plant churches with local pastors. # One big lesson we learned through these visits is that the Lord has blessed all of us with so many diﬀerent talents. And that He uses all these talents in the right places. We pray that even our talents will be used in His kingdom work. We only need one more thing. The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. “Lord, please send out more workers!”



4) that God will have us meet new friends in our neighbor and be able to share the good news# 5) that God will use Nikki at Messiah International School to love the children and be a good witness for Christ# 6) that God will show us more ways to serve His kingdom here in Cambodia# 7) that God will raise up Jeremy (our son) to be a godly man and experience God’s powerful providence while he serves Cambodian people with us for a year



contact us at: [email protected]
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It seems like yesterday when we boarded the plane heading to. Cambodia. ... We are also thankful for His wonderful way of ... comfortable life with everything. 
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