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CHANCELLOR’S CORNER KAUA’I COMMUNITY COLLEGE / JANUARY 2014 / VOLUME 09



KCC Hosts the 6th Annual Kaua‘i Regional Science Olympiad Kaua‘i CC was pleased to once again open our doors to the Science Olympiad. These tournaments are designed to encourage the interest of Middle school and High school students and to Int. President David Lassner, Chairman John Holzman, Exec. Admin Cynthia Quinn, & Vice Chair James Lee improve the quality of science education. The various events revolve KCC welcomed the UH Board of Regents to our campus for 3 days in January around science-based challenges, as they conducted regular meetings. In addition to hosting the main meeting requiring teamwork and cooperative and two subcommittee meetings, we offered a tour of the campus and dislearning strategies. The participants’ cussed the development of the KCC. We also co-hosted a Welcome Reception creative solutions demonstrate that with the Kauai Chamber of Commerce in the One Stop Center. Interim Presistudents in Hawai'i can perform at dent David Lassner was introduced during the reception, and spoke to the levels that surpass the expectations of members of the community who were gathered at the event. The President the judges, many of who are practicing expressed his gratitude, and the community spoke of how pleased they were scientists and engineers. with KCC.



KCC Hosts the Board of Regents



53 students from all over Kauai competed in the Olympiad, and 83 awards were given out to the finalists. Ryan Girard from our Mathematics Faculty spearheaded this year’s event. Mahalo to Ryan and all the coaches, assistants, and judges who spent many hours preparing for the day’s events.



During the Board of Regents meeting, 3 students spoke. Dominique Boeder spoke to the Regents regarding KCC’s involvement in the upcoming UH rocket launch, for which we will serve as mission control. The Super Strypi rocket is scheduled to launch from PMRF in 2014. Michael Estes advocated for KCC’s Sustainability policy, which the BOR accepted, and INBRE scholarship recipient Jin Wah Lau presented her current research regarding beach erosion.



Dominique Boeder



These two Olympiads are evaluating the quality of three water samples they were given.



Chancellor Helen Cox



Eric Knutzen, KCC’s Exec. Dir. of Ho‘ouluwehi, presents to the Board of Regents the WEALF Sustainability model developed here at KCC.



Michael Estes



The Kauai Chamber of Commerce and KCC hosted a reception for Int. President Lassner and the Board of Regents, where good food and laughter were shared by everyone.



KCC Graduates from Ni‘ihau Complete Their Bachelor's Degree This past December, four KCC graduates received their Bachelor’s Degree from UH Manoa. While this is not uncommmon, their educational journey was quite inspiring. Four teachers from the island of Ni‘ihau, Bettylou



Kawakami Family Donation Recently, Kaua`i CC’s Wai`ale`ale Project received a $3,000 contribution from NF Kawakami, HS Kawakami, and Minoru Furugen family funds, administered by the Hawai`i Community Foundation. The Kawakami family fund was established in 2011, and continues the family legacy of helping great causes on Kaua`i. The Kawakami and Furugen family’s gift to the Wai‘ale‘ale Project is evidence of their legacy of aloha for Kauai’s community. At the ‘aha, Wai`ale`ale students expressed their thanks for the scholarships. Kimo Perry is the Coordinator of the Wai`ale`ale Project and he told us that “The support from local communitybased foundations is very significant because it clearly demonstrates their belief in our program. It’s critical that the community is behind what we are doing. We are extremely appreciative of the support given to our students—our residents of Kaua`i.”



Kanahele, Cindy Kaohelaulii, Laurie Pahulehua, and Lulubelle Kelley, had been teaching on Ni‘ihau with only their High school Diplomas. These four teachers entered KCC in 2004 and received their AA degrees in May of 2008. Much of their Kauai CC classwork was achieved by an “old school” version of Distance Learning; classes on videotape. On December 21, 2013 our KCC Alumni received their Bachelor's degree in Education from UH Manoa. They will be a blessing for the Keiki of Niihau and the Niihau community, and they are a shining example for the rest of us. Congratulations!



These students move from not even considering college to thriving in this environment. A scholarship like this opens doors for them and their families for the rest of their lives. The Wai`ale`ale program currently services 185 students. The program started in Fall 2010 and in May 2013, the first group of Wai`ale`ale students received their Associates degrees.



A New Semester, & KCC Enrollment Stays Strong



While many of our sister UH campuses have shown a decline in enrollment over recent semesters, I am glad to report that Kauai CC has not followed this trend! The official Spring 2014 Headcount and Student Semester Hours numbers indicate our enrollment is at 1,368, and these students are taking 11,106 Student Semester hours. In addition, our Distance Learning community is growing. The room was packed for our Student Orientation held in the testing center on January 9th.  Colleen Kaiminaauao explained to students about the many resources and tools available to help them succeed in their distance courses. Distance Learning provides KCC students greater flexibility in achieving their educational goals using new technologies.



News and Notes from KCC SPEECH TOURNAMENT



Student Profile: Jameyia Shamia



Fourteen students entered the very first Kauai Community College Speech Tournament, coordinated by Professor



Jameyia transferred from Kauai CC to



Sharon Milan, Instructor of Speech. We



UH Manoa last fall, where he is majoring in



are happy to announce the winners. First



Electrical Engineering. He recently



place was Amber Lewis, second place



visited us back on



was Channel Dias third place went to Kelsey Kabazawa , with Raeanna Rodrigues and Chris Mazia as finalists. Cash prizes were given to the first 3 places.



INBRE We talk about our INBRE scholars regularly in the News and Notes, but not many people know what INBRE is. INBRE is the IDeA Networks for Biomedical Research Excellence. The Hawai`i INBRE program has been supported for over 10 years by the National Institutes of Health and has recently received an additional five years of support. The current grant will be devoted to fostering biomedical careers among students at our partner institutions. Our newest recipients of the INBRE Internship are Derek Foley and Eman Gabour, joining Christina Martiney as our Spring 2014 INBRE Scholars.



campus, and shared his new



CLUB DAY Every semester Kaua`i CC holds "Club Day" to introduce and encourage students to join our Registered Independent Campus Organizations. Getting involved on campus helps students acquire leadership skills, as they interact with people who have similar interests, and to participate in recreational, civic, academic and socially related activities.



friends. We are all EE major and have been



IEEE First Meeting studying together more and more over the semester.



It's really great because we all



contribute something to the group and we enjoy each other's company. “At the end of the semester, we all practiced our trigonometry skills over a



hang out and socialize.



My Dorm Room about the



botany of our island. In January, Steve Montgomery spoke about the importance of honeybees and other pollinators. Steve is a dedicated beekeeper and entomologist, who has discovered over 30 species of plants and insects. More lectures are planned for this spring.
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“I have made my own group of engineering



game of pool, and went to Ala Moana to



PLANTS FOR OUR PLANET The National Tropical Botanical Garden (NTBG) and Kauaì CC are offering a public lecture series



successes.



“It has been a wonderful journey this semester, and I can't thank all of you enough for making my dreams come true. It has meant so much to me and I have had so many wonderful experiences thanks to you. I will make Kaua'i proud and keep pursuing my dreams.”



Jameyia Join Us Online at:



KauaiCC



KauaiCCVideos
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