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Introduction Dr. Peter Connolly, Evangelist, Missionary, Professor of Theology, referred to Christian Theology as the “Queen of the Sciences.” May we consider this statement during the course of this study? Statements & Thoughts about Theology: 1) Definition: a. “Theology is the science of God and of the relations between God and the universe” (Strong, 1). b. “Theology comes from the Greek words theos, meaning ‘God,’ and logos, meaning ‘word’; hence, a word or discussion about God. Theology is normally taken in a broad sense to signify the entire scope of Christian doctrines. Sometimes it is also used as a shortened form of theology proper, the expression used to signify the study of the Godhead” (Enns, 648-49). c. “Strictly, theology is that which is thought and said concerning God. True theology is thus given by the Bible itself as the revelation of God in human terms. But the Bible gives rise to exposition, reflection and presentation. Hence there is a theology of the church as well as the Bible, though not in addition or opposition to it” (Harrison, 518). 2) Aim of Theology - to find out the facts about God and the relationship between Him and the Creation; Science discovers facts, it does not create them and so it is with Theology 3) Distinction between Theology and Doctrine a. Theology - the science of Biblical Truth; it includes the entire scope of Christian doctrines b. Doctrine - the system of Biblical Truth; the results of theology’s discoveries, the individual topics that emerge, e.g., Salvation, Sanctification, etc. • “The fundamental truths of divine revelation arranged in a systematic form” (Connolly, 21). • “The word ‘Doctrine’ itself is wide in scope and is used for both the truth and error. We have: ‘The Doctrine of God,’ Titus 2:10; ‘The Doctrine of Christ,’ 2 John 9; ‘Sound Doctrine,’ 1 Tim. 1:10; ‘Good Doctrine,’ 1 Tim. 4:6; ‘The Doctrine of Men,’ Col. 2:22; ‘Doctrine of Demons,’ 1 Tim. 4:1; ‘Every Wind of Doctrine,’ Eph. 4:14; ‘Divers Doctrines,’ Heb. 13:9” (Connolly, 20) 4) “There is no higher activity in which the mind may be engaged than the pursuit of a knowledge of God. Since man through the exercise of his mind alone can never come to a knowledge of God (1 Cor. 1:19-20; 2:14)



he is dependent upon the revelation of Himself which God has given to him (1 Cor. 2:9-10). Since God has revealed Himself through creation (Rom. 1:19-20), some seek Him through a study of the natural sciences, only to find that what can be learned through this area is limited and incomplete. God has revealed Himself at various times and in various ways (Heb. 1:1) and has caused that revelation be accurately recorded by inspiration of the Holy Spirit in an inerrant Scripture. If mortals really want to know God they must give themselves to a study of the written Word of God” (Enns, xi, by J. Dwight Pentecost). Prerequisites for the Study of Theology: 1) Genuine Christian Experience 2) Disciplined Mind 3) Spiritual Discernment 4) Principles to Remember: a) A Principle in Law - a rule in legal interpretation is “When a clear statement is made in a document, no subsequent doubtful statement shall put the clear statement to one side…” Example - when a clause in a will gives a man’s property to a certain individual, no obscure clause which seems to give a part of the same property to another person shall stand. b) A Principle in Philosophy - “Never let what you do not understand rob you of what you do understand. The one is founded upon ignorance, the other upon knowledge.” c) A Principle in Doctrine - “Believe your beliefs and doubt your doubts. Never commit the blunder of believing your doubts or doubting your beliefs.”



2



Christian Theology (An Overview of Theology & the Great Doctrines of the Christian Faith) Introduction: Dr. Peter Connolly referred to Christian Theology as the “Queen of the Sciences.” Is he right? Do you agree with this assessment? Why do you think Dr. Connolly felt this way about Theology? The following outline is based on Drs. Peter & Ken Connolly’s Theological Chart which is presented in the form of “a tree with its root system;” there are some modifications from the original Chart. Consideration is given to the “Branches of Theology” in their Chart. I. Sources of Theology - the Root System of the Tree: (see Chart) A. Authoritative 1. The Lord Jesus Christ - “The Person and Work of our Lord Jesus Christ is first because He is the FINAL revelation of God. (Heb. 1:1-3) ‘has in these last days spoken to us by His Son.’ In the person of Christ the revelation of God reached its highest, purest, and final form. He brought no ‘New’ doctrine. The Old Testament had prepared for His coming, nevertheless, He startled the world in the tremendous revelation of Himself: ‘He who has seen Me has seen the Father;’ (John 14:9). Jesus Christ did not bring us a doctrine of God, He brought us God.” 2. The Bible - God’s Holy Word, “You search the Scriptures,…these are they which testify of Me,” John 5:39 3. The Holy Spirit - cf. John 14:16, 20, 26 * Notice v. 20, “At that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.” 1) “I am in My Father” - Christ’s authority 2) “and you in Me” - believer’s reality 3) “and I in you” - believer’s security 4. The Church - Genuine Believers and their Faith based upon the Word of God; authoritative only as they completely concur with the Bible *



“The Church of Rome has committed two blunders in the matter of making the church, and not the Bible, the immediate and sufficient source of all religious knowledge, and in making 3



the relation of the individual to Christ depend upon his relation to the church. 1) That the Church existed before the Bible 2) That the Bible is not the complete or final standard of belief and practice. “God gives the word from time to time through popes and councils, new commandments, new truths. As one of her divines stated the case: ‘He who has not the Church for his Mother, has not God for his Father” (Connolly, 25). B. Subsidiary 1. Experience - valid only as an expression of what God has done in the life of a true believer in complete accord with the Bible * “Truth in its ultimate nature is personal, cf. John 14:6, Jesus said, “…I am…the truth…” 2. Confessions/Creeds - creed comes from the Latin credo meaning, “I believe.” In the Christian Church creeds represent “confessions of faith” with a personal element of trust in God, e.g., “I believe, I trust…” a. Apostles’ Creed - Subject, the Trinity 1) Statement: “I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;, and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried, He descended into Hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.” 2) Time & Place - about the middle of the 2nd century, a Western Creed the substance of which can be traced back to the Roman Church and before 3) “Many churches still find the Apostles’ Creed useful as a convenient summary of the main points of the Christian faith” ( Cairns, 118). b. Nicene Creed - Subject, the Trinity 1) Statement: “I believe in one God, the Father Almighty maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. And in our Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 4



before all world, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, Begotten, not Made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made, who for us men and our Salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost by the Virgin Mary, and was a man, and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, and the third day rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven; and sits on the right hand of God the Father, and He shall come again with glory, to judge both quick and dead, whose Kingdom shall have no end, and I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father and Son, who with the Father and Son together is worshipped and glorified. Who spoke by the prophets, and I believe in one catholic and Apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. AMEN.” 2) Time & Place - 325 AD under Constantine in Nicaea, expanded in 381 as the Creed of Constantinople in the same city and is the present Nicene Creed 3) Spiritual power began to decline as temporal power began to take control over the Church, Rome had already begun to exert her self imposed authority as seen in the statement on Baptism. c. Athanasian Creed - Subject, the Trinity 1) Statement - it is very long, “It was never adopted by any general council, but was received in the Seventh Century as one expression of the ecumenical symbols” (Connolly, 30). This Creed can be found on the Internet and in books on Church History. 2) Time & Place - not determined 3) A solid expression of the truths expressed in the Nicene Creed with its error. Note the final statements about Salvation. 3. Philosophy - critical study of fundamental beliefs and the grounds for them; a system of philosophical concepts * Conflicts have always existed between theology and philosophy because philosophy has always tried to shape theology from a human perspective, usually at the expense of 5



the divine; Paul warns about philosophies in Colossians 2:8; 1 Timothy 6:20 a. Greeko-Roman - conflict over authority b. Scholasticism - shaped theology into what we know now as Systematic Theology c. Rationalism - the Reformation brought freedom to the mind and to the church; as a result, logical deduction was promptly applied to all areas of investigation including theology. As a result, theology took a twofold form 1) Natural Theology, 2) Revealed Theology d. Absolutism - absolute power should be vested in one or more political rulers 4. Nature - the natural elements of Creation including man and his abilities *



“By NATURE we mean not only the physical facts with regard to the substances, properties, forces, and laws of the material world, but also with Spiritual facts, or facts with regard to the intellectual and moral constitution of man, and the orderly arrangement of human society and history” (Strong, 26).



a. The Outward Witness - the natural world, Psalm 19:1-6 b. The Inward Witness - human awareness of a greater being of some kind though not understood because of the fallen/spiritually dead condition of the human race since the Spiritual Fall recorded in Genesis 3, Romans 1:19, cf. 1:1718. *



Ephesians 3:9, “…the mystery, which…has been hidden in God…” “This mystery is the Gospel making known man’s salvation, which means that God has limited His revelation; therefore, the heathen needs the missionary or they will perish in darkness” (Connolly, 33).



II. Divisions of General Theology - the Tree with its Branches: A. Ethnic Theology (Non-Christian) *



“Ethnic theology is based on the premise that people throughout the world, regardless of class, color, or creed, have some form of religion, 6



some religious beliefs, some concept of God. One task of the theologian is to study ethnic theology for the purpose of determining what is divine revelation and what is merely human speculation” (Connolly, 14). 1. Hinduism - religious beliefs and practices of India 2. Buddhism - a religion of eastern and central Asia that developed from the teachings of Gautama Buddha 3. Jainism - religion of India originating in the 6th century BC and teaching liberation of the soul by right knowledge, right faith, and right conduct 4. Confucianism - religion of China that developed from the teachings of the Chinese philosopher Confucius 5. Taoism - a religion that developed from a Chinese mystic philosophy and Buddhist religion 6. Shintoism - the indigenous religion of Japan developed around a reverence of the spirits of natural forces and imperial ancestors 7. Zoroastrianism - a religion founded by the Persian prophet Zoroaster 8. Mohammedanism - religion of the Arabs; Islam, Allah, his prophet Mohammed and adherents Muslims 9. Judaism - religion of the Jews from the destruction of Herod’s Temple, 70 AD, with some elements going back as far as 586 BC when Solomon’s temple was destroyed 10. Extinct Religions - belief systems that have come and gone with the passing of time and peoples 11. Barbarian Religions - pagan religious systems of belief and practice 12. Cults - many and varied from all over the world B. Christian Theology (Christianity – a way of life based upon a spiritual and personal relationship with Jesus Christ) 1. Practical Theology a. Homiletics - the science of preaching, the preparation and delivery of sermons 7



b. Pastoral Theology - related to the office and function of the pastor c. Catechetics - the instruction of the young, whether in age or Christian experience d. Liturgics - the conducting of regular or special services in the church e. Evangelistics - relating to the presentation of biblical truth to the mind of the sinner with a view to personal conversion to Jesus Christ by faith f. Ecclesiology - the doctrine of the Church, the origin, history, its program, privileges, responsibilities, principles, practice, etc. 2. Systematic Theology - “the study of the doctrines of the Scripture as they are thematically assembled and organized from data throughout the entire Bible” (Enns, dust cover). a. Ethics - previously knows as “Moral Philosophy,” deals with the internal character of the human soul, it is the science of conduct but not as exacting as say mathematics and logic 1) Moral Philosophy - good ideas and thoughts 2) Moral Theology - good beliefs 3) Causistry - drawing religious distinctions, some of which do not have Scriptural bases, e.g., venial and mortal sins of Catholicism; however, the biblical distinction of “sins of commission” and “sins of omission” is okay 4) Ascetics - self denials for religious purposes b. Dogmatics - “the study of the doctrines of Christian groups throughout church history, as they have been systematized within exclusive hermeneutical boundaries” (Enns, dust cover). Many theologians associate Apologetics, Irenics and Polemics with Dogmatics * Apologetics = “It is the task of Christian Apologetics to justify the truth of the Christian religion at the bar of human reason. It is further the task of proving that the Christian religion is the only true and one perfect manifestation of God to man in the person of Jesus Christ our Lord” (Connolly, 17).
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*



1) 2) 3) 4) 5) 6) 7) 8) 9)



Irenics = “the study of doctrinal harmonies, with a view to promotion of common Christian unity” (Connolly, 17). Polemics = “the study of doctrinal differences” (Connolly, 17). Bibliology - the Doctrine of Scriptures Theology Proper - the Doctrine of God Christology - the Doctrine of Jesus Christ Pneumatology - the Doctrine of Holy Spirit Cosmology - the Doctrine of the Universe, origin and structure Anthropology - the Doctrine of Man Hamartiology - the Doctrine of Sin Soteriology - the Doctrine of Salvation Eschatology - the Doctrine of Future Things



NOTE: In the following study, Ecclesiology and Angelology are added to Dr. Connolly’s list of nine Doctrines. 3. Historical Theology - “the study of the doctrines of the Christian religion as they were progressively debated, modified, and articulated by individuals and groups throughout the centuries since the end of the apostolic era: (Enns, dust cover). a. Ecclesiastical History 1) Patristics - of or relating to the Church Fathers or to their writings 2) Symbolics - symbols attached to biblical truth and practice; written statements, i.e., “Creeds” b. Biblical History 1) Biblical History - historical/chronological studies of the Old Testament and the New Testament 2) Biblical Dogmatics - biblical truth authoritatively declared from the Scriptures according to a certain method of interpretation 4. Exegetical Theology - the science of interpretation in the area of Theology; the study of biblical doctrine with the intention of fixing the meanings of individual statements and passages a. Biblical Introduction 1) Archeology - finding and studying ancient life including 9



monuments, inscriptions, language, literature, art, architecture, implements, houses, cities, everything that remains of man and his activities 2) Canonics - of or related to the Canon of Scripture, the sixty-six inspired books of the Bible 3) Criticism - higher deals with authorship, date of writing, literary structure and contents to authenticate the writing, i.e., Bible books 4) Hermeneutics - establishing the ruling principles of biblical interpretation b. Biblical Exegesis - the science of interpretation according to Scripture 1) Interpretation - establishing the meaning 2) Exposition - expounding on the meaning using other biblical references and illustrations 3) Application - showing the relation to Christian life c. History of Exegesis - the development of the science of interpretation 1) Jewish a) Rabbinical Targums - strictly speaking, any translation may be called a targum, however, in biblical studies it is used to designate a particular type of translation of the Hebrew Scriptures into Aramaic b) Hellenistic, Alexandrian Forms - translations into Greek 2) Early Christian 3) Patristic - Church Fathers a) Literal - Scripture understood in a literal manner b) Historical - Scripture understood according to history c) Allegorical - Scripture understood through the use of symbolic figures and actions 4) Medieval - Middle Ages a) Mystic - an attempt to understand the Bible through the use of mystics or mysticism b) Scholastic - the doctrines of revealed truth were explained and systematized with the help of philosophical concepts 5) Reformation a) Lutheran - German b) Reformed - Swiss c) Arminian – Dutch 10



III. Divisions of Christian Theology: A Simpler way to View the Scope of Theology is the following Chart of a Hand: A. The Thumb - Exegetical Theology * the science of interpretation in the area of Theology; the study of biblical doctrine with the intention of fixing the meanings of individual statements and passages 1. Principles of Interpretation 2. Knowledge of Original Languages 3. Biblical Criticism a. Textual b. Historical c. Literary B. The Index Finger - Biblical Theology * “is the study of the doctrines of the Scripture as they were developed within succeeding eras or within individual authors’ literature, all during the framework of biblical chronology” (Enns, dust cover). 1. The Two Testaments 2. Biblical Groups a. Pentateuch b. Historical Literature c. Wisdom Literature d. Prophetical Literature e. New Testament C. The Middle Finger - Historical Theology * “is the study of the doctrines of the Christian religion as they were progressively debated, modified, and articulated by individuals and groups throughout the centuries since the end of the apostolic era” (Enns, dust cover). 1. Ancient History – Archaeology 11



2. History of Redemption a. Patriarchal b. Hebrew c. Life of Christ 3. History of the Church 4. History of Doctrine D. The Ring Finger - Systematic Theology * “is the study of the doctrines of the Scripture as they are thematically assembled and organized from data throughout the entire Bible” (Enns, dust cover). 1. Dogmatics - “the study of the doctrines of Christian groups throughout church history, as they have been systematized within exclusive hermeneutical boundaries” (Enns, dust cover). Many theologians associate Apologetics, Irenics and Polemics with Dogmatics 2. Irenics - doctrinal harmonies 3. Polemics - doctrinal differences 4. Ethics - the science of conduct related to the internal character of the human soul E. The Little Finger - Practical Theology * concerned with the application of truths learned from study in the preceding areas or branches of theological investigation, it deals with the functions of ministry as performed by Christian leaders in evangelism, teaching and church functions 1. The Church - its form, worship and discipline 2. Preaching - Pastoral - Evangelical - the cure of souls, prayer, watchfulness and personal effort IV. The Major Doctrines of the Bible - Listed According to Systematic Theology, Themes or Topics: A. Bibliology - the Doctrine of the Scriptures 12



B. Theology Proper/Theism - the Doctrine of God C. Christology - the Doctrine of Jesus Christ D. Pneumatology - the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit E. Anthropology - the Doctrine of Man F. Hamartiology - the Doctrine of Sin G. Soteriology - the Doctrine of Salvation H. Ecclesiology - the Doctrine of the Church I. Angelology - the Doctrine of Angels, Demons and Satan J. Eschatology - the Doctrine of Future/Last Things The field of study when one enters into it is fast and fascinating; it is challenging and the Bible tells the believer everything God wants that person to know about the subject of interest and under consideration. Human ideas are important and valuable but they do not form the bases for study or for the formulation of believes and convictions. Only the Bible, God’s Word, is worthy of such a position. The Bible can be read, trusted and lived by because it is the inspired message from God to His Creation. NOTE: Letters A, D. and I are not found on Dr. Connolly’s Theological Chart.
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Major Doctrines - Summary (Systematic Theology) Introduction: Every believer should know the following major areas of biblical study, i.e. doctrine and theology, including as much detail as possible. Doctrine is simply the gathering of all the facts, statements, etc. on any given body of truth or topic, e.g. Salvation, Incarnation, etc. Doctrine is important to the true believer in God and Jesus Christ as the Savior. Some people say that “doctrine” divides believers whereas “love” unites them. Is that true? Yes, “doctrine” divides right from wrong, spiritual light from spiritual darkness and life from death, therefore, “doctrine” is not only important, it is absolutely essential to the Christian and the Christian life on earth. For those who use “love” as the criteria for unity, etc., at the expense of “doctrine,” any “doctrine” would logically have to be the lowest common denominator of a consensus of any particular group of individuals or group of groups, e.g. churches, missions, denominations, etc. “Doctrine” and “love” must never be considered as opposites or in opposition to each other. God never intended it to be that way. Think about these two illustrations: 1) God: the Bible says, “God is love,” 1 John 4:8b and Jesus Christ said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” John 14:6. True love and true Truth are both found in God. 2) the Apostle Paul: testified over a period of three years to both Jews and Greeks of the need concerning “repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” He did this in public gatherings and he did it night and day from house to house, “with tears.” Acts 20:20-21, 31. This is the same man God used to write about one half of the New Testament, including the Epistle to the Romans, probably the greatest theological treatise ever written. Biblical “doctrine” and theological studies will provide necessary spiritual nourishment for natural spiritual growth that will in turn produce mature, healthy, effective men and women of God. And the world is certainly in need of these today.



BIBLIOLOGY - Doctrine of Scriptures Introduction: “This Book contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners and the happiness of believers” (Willmington, 41). There were approximately 40 authors who wrote over a period of 1,500 14



years and the miracle is that they told only one story with the Lord Jesus Christ as the central figure. I. The Structure: A. Two Testaments - Old and New B. Old Testament - 39 books = 5 Law; 12 History; 5 Wisdom Literature; 17 Prophecy C. New Testament - 27 books = 4 Gospels; 1 History; 21 Epistles; 1 Prophecy II. The Construction: A. Revelation - God gave His Word to mankind in audible form, Hebrews 1:1-2 1. Through the prophets of old 2. Through Jesus Christ in person on earth 3. In the Scriptures in written form B. Inspiration - God gave His Word to mankind in written form as men of God wrote down the Word of God as He gave it to them for writing, 2 Timothy 3:15-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21; 3:15-16 C. Illumination - God opens the hearts of individuals to the truth of His written Word as they read and study His Word 1. Non-believers - 2 Corinthians 4:3-4; 1 Corinthians 2:14 2. Believers - Matthew 16:16-17; Hebrews 5:12-14 III. Statements of World Leaders About the Bible: Athanasius (Church Father in Alexandria, ADc298-373) -- “They were spoken and written by God through men who spoke of God…Let no man add to these, neither let him take aught from these.” Augustine (Church Father in Roman North Africa, AD354-430) -- “Let us give in and yield our assent to the authority of Holy Scripture, which knows not how either to be deceived or to deceive.” Calvin (French Reformer, 1509-1564) -- “The Scriptures is the school of the Holy Spirit, in which, as nothing necessary and useful to be known is omitted, so nothing is taught which is not beneficial to know.” Sir Isaac Newton (English Scientist, 1643-1727) -- “We account the Scriptures of 15



God to be the most sublime philosophy. I find more sure marks of authenticity in the Bible than in any profane history whatsoever.” Daniel Webster (American Statesman, Lawyer, 1782-1852) -- “I believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be the will and the Word of God.” H.G. Wells (English Author, Historian, 1866-1946) -- “The Bible has been the Book that held together the fabric of Western civilization…The civilization we possess could not come into existence and could not have been sustained without it.” Sir Winston Churchill (British Prime Minister, 1874-1965) -- “We rest with assurance upon the impregnable rock of Holy Scripture.” Chiang Kai-Shek (President, Taiwan, 1887-1975) -- “The Bible is the voice of the Holy Spirit.” Charles Dickens (British Author, 1812-1870) -- “It is the best Book that ever was or ever will be in the world.” Conclusion: God’s plan for mankind, “In a nutshell, the Bible from Genesis 3 to Revelation 22 tells the story of a God reckless with desire to get his family back. God struck the decisive blow of reconciliation when he sent the Son on the long journey to planet earth. The Bible’s last scene, like the parable of the lost son, ends in jubilation, the family united once again” (Yancey, 268). For the redeemed, the Bible is an indispensable Book, Psalm 119:105, “Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.”



THEOLOGY PROPER/THEISM - Doctrine of God Introduction: Theism is another term that refers to the Doctrine of God. “Some 1,500 years BC an arrogant pagan in Egypt demanded from an 80-year-old Jew: ‘Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice…?’ (Ex. 5:2). Nearly 1,000 years later a similar question was raised by another pagan in Babylon, this time addressed to three young Jewish men: ‘Who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?’ (Dan. 3:15). As both Pharaoh (the Egyptian pagan) and Nebuchadnezzar (the Babylonian pagan) would soon learn, the God they had reviled was able to punish his enemies (through the ten plagues), and protect his elect (in the fiery furnace). “The greatest and most profound idea the human mind can ever conceivably entertain concerns the possibility of the existence of a personal God. The sheer importance of man’s response to this idea cannot be exaggerated, for it will not only govern his life down here but will also determine his ultimate destiny. Unless one satisfactorily answers the who question, he cannot possibly solve the how, who, when, and where problems of his own existence” (Willmington, 5-6). 16



What does God say about Himself? He tells us what He wants mankind to know about Himself in the Bible! I. What is In a Name? A. Elohim - 2,570 times in the Old Testament – the reference is to God’s power and might, Gen. 1:1, “In the beginning God…” B. El - there are four compounds to this name 1. Elyon - “the strongest strong one” * Melchizedek, the king of Salem, Genesis 14:18-20 “Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High.” 14:18 * The first sinner and how he became so, Isaiah 14:12-15 “…I will be like the Most High.” 14:14b 2. El Roi - “the strong one who sees” * Hagar had been cast out by angry Sarai; this pagan Egyptian girl was visited and ministered to by El Roi Himself, Genesis 16:13 “Then she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees; for she said, ‘Have I also here seen Him who sees me?’” 3. El Shaddai - “The Almighty” also there is the idea of “the breasted one” * The Hebrew word shad is often used in the OT to designate the bosom of a nursing mother * Abram needed help and nourishment because of the circumstances he was in over Hagar, Sarai and his promised family, Genesis 17:1 “When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, ‘I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless.” * Psalm 91:1 “He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” 4. El Olam - “the everlasting God” * Isaiah 40 is usually considered to be one of the greatest chapters in the Old Testament. Isaiah predicts both the first and second advent of the Messiah and then he contrasts the True God to handmade idols, cf. 40:18 “To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare to Him?” 17



C. Adonai - “Master, LORD” – appears many times in the Old Testament; it corresponds to the New Testament word Kurios which describes the relationship between a master and his slave, Malachi 1:6 “A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I am the Father, Where is My reverence? Says the LORD of hosts…” 1:6a D. Jehovah - the most common name for God occurring 6,823 times and meaning “self-existent one, the God of the covenant.” Exodus 3:13-14; 6:2-4 “I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name, LORD, I was not known to them.” 6:3 II. Compounds of the Name of God with Jehovah * “Jehovah” - “self-Existent “ or “Eternal” * “LORD” equals Jehovah in the following passages A. Jireh - “Jehovah will see (to it),” “The LORD will provide,” Genesis 22:13-14 B. Rapha - “The LORD our healer,” Exodus 15:26 C. Nissi - “The LORD is my banner,” Exodus 17:15 D. Qadash - “The LORD your sanctifier (the God who desires to set his people apart),” Exodus 31:13; John 17:19 E. Shalom - “The LORD is peace,” Judges 6:24; Genesis 49:10; Ephesians 2:14 F. Raah - “The LORD my shepherd,” Psalm 23:1; John 10:11; 1 Peter 5:4 G. Sabaoth - “The LORD of hosts (captain of the armies of heaven made up of angels),” Psalm 24:10; 68:17; 104:4; 148:2; Matthew 26:52-53 H. Tsidkenu - “Jehovah is our right,” “THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS,” Jeremiah 23:6 I. Shammah - “The LORD is present,” Ezekiel 48:35; Psalm 46 III. Some of Many Attributes: A. God is Spirit, John 4:24 “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 18



B. God is a Person, He has all the elements of Personality, He creates, destroys, provides, promotes, cares, hears, hates, grieves, loves, etc. C. God is One, this could be stated to be the theme of the entire Bible, Deuteronomy 6:4-5 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your might.” D. God is a Trinity 1. Old Testament - Genesis 1:1, “Elohim” is translated God, it is a plural name, cf. Genesis 1:26; 3:22; 11:7, etc. “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness;…” 1:26a 2. New Testament - Matthew 3:16-17; John 14:16, cf. baptism formula Matthew 28:19; apostolic benediction, 2 Corinthians 13:14 “…baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,…” Matthew 28:19b 3. Summary: a. The Father is God, John 6:44; Romans 1:7 b. The Son is God, John 1:1; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 1:8 c. The Spirit is God, Acts 5:3-4; Hebrews 9:14 E. God is Eternal (simply stated, He is free from the tyranny of time), Deuteronomy 33:27; Psalm 102:11-12; John 8:58 Jesus speaking to the Jews said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.” John 8:58 Conclusion: An Application to life, 1 Peter 1:15, “but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,” * “Holy” - the absence of anything unclean of evil and the presence of all that is clean, pure and good; Holy, that is the way God is.



CHRISTOLOGY - Doctrine of Jesus Christ Introduction: “The Old Testament opens with man made in the likeness of God. The New Testament opens with God made in the likeness of man. In the Old Testament the sovereign Creator created his creatures. In the New Testament, the sinful creatures crucified their sovereign Creator. These statements, in essence, summarize the person and work of Jesus 19



Christ, who is both the Lamb of God and the Lion of Judah” (Willmington, 139). There is much to be learned in the Bible about Jesus Christ. And rightly so, for in the Bible God tells us what He wants us to know about Himself. The key question for every person in the world to answer is given by the Lord Jesus while in conversation with several Pharisees; the question is “What do you think about the Christ?” Matthew 22:42 Jesus said to a group of people gathered about Him one day, “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me” John 5:39. The material is so vast and the ways to approach it so numerous that the idea of studying the person and work of Jesus Christ is an overwhelming thought, however, here is one of those many ways to see Him as He is: I. Some Thoughts on What He Is: A. To the artist, He is the “altogether lovely” One, Song of Solomon 5:16 B. To the architect, He is the “chief Cornerstone,” 1 Peter 2:6 C. To the astronomer, He is the “Sun of Righteousness,” Malachi 4:2 D. To the baker, He is the “Bread of Life,” John 6:35 E. To the builder, He is a “sure Foundation,” Isaiah 28:16 F. To the carpenter, He is the “Door,” John 10:7 G. To the doctor, He is the “Great Physician,” Jeremiah 8:22 H. To the educator, He is the “new and living Way,” Hebrews 10:20 I. To the farmer, He is the “Sower,” Matthew 13:2, and the “Lord of the harvest,” Luke 10:2 J. To the lifeless, He is “Life,” John 14:6 K. To the world, He is the Creator, Savior and Ultimate Judge: II. Three Offices He Occupies: A. Prophet, Deuteronomy 18:15-18; Acts 3:22 “I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command Him.” Deuteronomy 18:18 B. Priest, Hebrews 4:14, cf. 9:26; 7:27; 9:12, 24-28; 10:1-2, 10, 12, 14; 13:12 20



“Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.” Hebrews 4:14 C. King 1. Of Israel a. Declared at His birth, Matthew 2:2 “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?” b. Stated by Nathanael who wondered if any good thing could come from Nazareth, John 1:49 “Nathanael answered and said to Him, Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’” c. Questioned by a thief on the cross, Matthew 27:42 “He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him.” 2. The King of Kings a. The Lamb is the King of Kings, Revelation 17:14 Evidently Antichrist and the world religious system are spoken of in this verse, “These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings;…” b. The rider of the white horse Who is prepared for Armageddon has a name written “KING OD KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS” Revelation 19:16 Conclusion: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” Hebrews 13:8. C.S. Lewis wrote about the Person of Jesus Christ, “There is no half-way house and there is no parallel in other religions…The idea of a great moral teacher saying what Christ said is out of the question… He produced mainly three effects—Hatred—Terror—Adoration. There was no trace of people expressing mild approval” (Lewis, 157-158). And so it is today!



PNEUMATOLOGY - Doctrine of the Holy Spirit Introduction: There are over 100 references to the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament and some 261 in the New Testament. These clearly indicate that the Holy Spirit is a person as much as the Father and the Son are persons, each are divine Persons of the Holy Trinity. 21



His names/titles and the emblems used in the Bible related to Him speak of His Person and His work. I. Names & Titles: A. The Spirit of God 1. Agent in Creation, Genesis 1:2b “And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.” 2. Dwells in the believer whose body is the Temple of God, 1 Corinthians 3:16, “Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” * He is the Third Person of the Holy trinity B. The Spirit of Christ 1. All believers have the Spirit as of the day of salvation, one does not receive Him at a later time, Romans 8:9b “Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.” 2. He blesses and provides for the believer, Philippians 1:19 “For I know that this will turn out for my salvation through your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,” *



Theologically considered, He is the Spirit from Christ



C. The Eternal Spirit -- the Divine Agent in the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross of Calvary, Hebrews 9:14 “…how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” *



Believers who spend more time with the temporal things in life as opposed to the eternal things grieve the eternal spirit



D. The Spirit of Truth 1. Christ promised Him to His followers, John 14:17 “…even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.” 2. Christ said He would send the Spirit of Truth to the believers from the Father, John 15:26 22



“But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.” 3. Christ said the Spirit would guide and instruct believers, John 16:13 “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth:” *



Unbelief, deceit, deception, distortion, dishonesty, etc. grieve the Spirit of truth



E. The Spirit of Grace – He is insulted by Christ rejecters, Hebrews 10:29 “Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?” * Anything mixed with grace creates heresy and grieves Him F. The Spirit of Glory – He rests upon suffering saints, 1 Peter 4:14 “If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified.” *



His interest in the lives of believers is on spiritual and glorious as opposed to human and mundane things



G. The Spirit of Life – He is the Agent of Life at the time of Salvation, John 3:5-6; Romans 8:10; 2 Corinthians 3:6; Galatians 6:8 “…for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” 2 Corinthians 3:6b * *



Deadness and lukewarmness grieve Him “A dead leaf that may have clung to the twig through the external raging storms of winter, will silently fall to the ground when the new flow of sap from within has begun in the spring. The leaf falls because there is a new manifestation of life pressing from within outward. A dead leaf cannot remain where a new bud is springing, nor can worldliness remain where the blessings of the Spirit are flowing. We are not called upon to preach against dead leaves. We have a message of the imperishable spring. It is the outflowing of the limitless life of God” (Chafer, He That Is Spiritual, 69). H. The Spirit of Wisdom & Revelation A prophecy, the Spirit would be upon Christ when He came to earth, Isaiah 11:1-2, cf. Matthew 3:16 Of the Branch in 11:1 it is said “The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and understanding,” Isaiah 11:2a 23



I. The Comforter 1. Christ promised a divine Helper for believers after His departure, John 14:16 “And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever,” * Here is another clear indication to the Trinity as there are in the next few references 2. His work will be teaching and helping believers to remember the words and teachings of Christ, John 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” 3. His testimony will be of Christ, John 15:26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.” 4. The advantage of the coming Comforter/Helper was conditioned by the Lord’s departure from the world, John 16:7 “Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.” * “It is the Greek parakletos, meaning, ‘one called alongside to help,’ thus, a counselor. It is translated ‘advocate’ in 1 John 2:1. Christ is the Christian’s Paraclete with the Father when the Christian sins; the Holy Spirit is the Christian’s indwelling Paraclete to help his ignorance and infirmity, and to make intercession, Rom. 8:26-27” (Scofield, New Reference Bible, 1147). J. The Spirit of Promise, Acts 1:4-5 1. The Lord Jesus Christ gave this promise to His followers just before He ascended back into heaven, Luke 24:49 “I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high” Luke 24:49 * The Lord Jesus Christ’s promise was the Father’s Promise 2. This essential truth of the Christian life restated, Acts 1:4-5 “…but to wait for the Promise of the Father,…you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 3. Peter’s Day of Pentecost sermon, Acts 2:32-33 24



“This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear.” * The Trinity is declared in this passage 4. The Spirit works as the One who seals believers in Jesus Christ, Ephesians 1:13-14 “…you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,” 1:13b K. The Spirit of Adoption – the Spirit within the believer causes that person to cry out to the Father because they truly belong to Him, Romans 8:15-16 “…but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Father.’” 8:15b * “Abba” simply means Father in Aramaic *



Believers belong to God by adoption, adoption is the act of God’s grace that makes a person a true son of God



L. The Spirit of Holiness – the Spirit of Holiness gives testimony to Jesus Christ as the Son of God along with the resurrection and the divine power He possesses, Romans 1:4 “and declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead,” * Holiness is the ethical spotlessness of the character of God, cf. Leveticus 11:44; Isaiah 6:1, 3, 5; 1 Peter 1:16 II. Emblems (Symbols): A. A Dove – at the baptism of Jesus, John 1:32 “And John bore witness, saying, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him.” * A dove represents purity, peace, modesty, etc. B. Water 1. The Spirit poured out in blessings, Isaiah 32:15; 44:3, cf. Joel 2:28-29 “For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, And floods on the dry ground; I will pour My Spirit on your descendants, And My blessing on your offspring;” Isaiah 44:3 2. The Spirit is active in salvation and in sanctification, John 7:37-39 “…He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water. But this He spoke concerning the Spirit…” * Water indicates quenching of thirst/life, cleansing and power 25



C. Oil 1. David, as a young man, was anointed with oil and the Holy Spirit as King of Israel, 1 Samuel 16:1, 11-13 “Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward.” 16:13 2. The Lord Jesus was anointed by the Spirit for His public ministry ministry, Luke 4:18, cf. Isaiah 61:1-2 “The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel…” Luke 4:18a 3. Peter spoke of the Lord’s anointing for ministry in his message in the house of Cornelius, Acts 10:38, cf. Hebrews 1:9 “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power,…” Acts 10:38a 4. God’s children are anointed in the area of knowledge of truth, 1 John 2:20 “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things.” 5. Elders may anoint the sick with oil; the context suggests that this sickness is a spiritual sickness rather than a physical one, although the latter is not wrong, James 5:14-15 “…and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.” 5:14b * Oil is used for anointing, consecration and healing D. A Seal – Believers are sealed at the time of salvation and guaranteed eternal life by the presence of the Holy Spirit who also is given at the same time, Ephesians 1:13; 4:30; 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 “Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, Who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a deposit.” 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 * A seal indicates ownership, a finished transaction, identification, security, genuineness, value and authority, cf. Matthew 27:62-66 E. Wind 1. The Spirit’s work in individual salvation, John 3:8 “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes, So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 26



2. The Holy Spirit’s activity on the Day of Pentecost, Acts 2:1-4 “Now when the Day of Pentecost had fully come,…suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind,…And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit…” * Wind indicates an unseen power F. An Earnest – The Holy Spirit Himself is the guarantee, the earnest, for salvation, 2 Corinthians 1:22; 5:5; Ephesians 1:13-14 “Now He who has prepares us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.” 2 Corinthians 5:5 * An earnest indicates a down payment, a pledge, an assurance of the eventual completed payment in a purchasing transaction G. Clothing -- this verse must be referring to the giving of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, Luke 24:49, cf. Acts 1:8; 2:1-3 “…but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.” Luke 24:49b * The word “endued” is a transliteration of the Greek word enduo which literally means “clothing to be put on.” The same word is used in: 1) Mark 1:6, the clothes of John the Baptist 2) Mark 15:17, the purple robe Jesus worn 3) Revelation 1:13, the high priestly garment the Messiah now wears 4) Revelation 19:14, the pure white linen the saints will wear in the future Conclusion: The Holy Spirit ministers to believers and non-believers during this Age of Grace. The Holy Spirit is the third Person of the Trinity. Both personality and deity can easily be seen in the various aspects of His ministry. Names/Titles and Emblems also give divine evidence to this truth. One must never overlook the relationship between the Father, Son and Spirit, the Divine Trinity, as they work in union throughout the ages, past, present & future



27



ANTHROPOLOGY - Doctrine of Man Introduction: The question is asked by the Psalmist, “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have ordained, What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him?” Psalm 8:3-4 This is an interesting question and many are the answers that are given to it. What does the Bible say? I. Man’s Origin - the Object of Special Creation: Genesis 1: & 2: “Then God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to its kind (1:24a),…Then God said,’ Let Us make man in Our image (1:26a),…So God created man in His own image (1:27a);…Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth day. (1:31)” Genesis 1:24-31 * “man” - Õadam {aw-dawm’} = man, mankind; man, human being; man, mankind (much more frequently intended sense in Old Testament); Adam, first man A. Six 24 hour days = the Creation Week; the language and events of these two chapters fit logically a literal day understanding, cf. Exodus 20:8-9, 11 “Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God…For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth,…” Exodus 20: 8-9a, 11a B. Man created on the 6th day – the “Crown of Creation,” Genesis 1:24-31; 2:7 “So God created man in His own image;” (1:27a) “created” - baraÕ {baw-raw’} = to create, shape, form C. Jesus Christ acknowledged special, direct creation of man and woman, Matthew 19:4 Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees on the subject of marriage and divorce, He said, “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning made them male and female,…” II. Man’s Nature: A. Terms used in creation, Genesis 1:26-27 “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness;’” 1:26a “image” - tselem {tseh’-lem} = image, likeness as of resemblance to 28



“likeness” - d^emuwth {dem-ooth’} = in the likeness of, like as * These words can be used interchangeably B. What does “image” and “likeness” mean? “This does not refer to bodily form, since God is spirit (John 4:24), but a spiritual, natural, and moral likeness. In his spiritual likeness, man as a regenerated being may have fellowship with God (Eph. 2:1, 5); in his natural likeness, man has intellect, emotions, and will to know and commune with God; in his moral likeness, man may know and obey the precepts of God” (Enns, 40). III. Man’s Temptation & Fall: A. Temptation - the “cunning” serpent, instrument of the “evil one,” Genesis 3:1-5 “Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.” 3:1a * “Apparently a beautiful creature, in its uncursed state, that Satan used in the temptation. More crafty. i.e., clever, not in a degrading sense at this point” (Ryrie, Study Bible, 11). 1. He put doubts upon God’s Word, 3:1b “Has God indeed said,..” 2. He contradicted or denied God’s Word, 3:4-5 “You will not surely die.” 3:4b B. A deliberate act of disobedience, Genesis 3: 1. Eve’s response, 3:2-3 “And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.” * She added to God’s Word - God did not say, “nor shall you touch it,..” 3:3b 2. Eve’s action, 3:6 “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.” 3:6 * Satan’s tactics have not changed much through the ages, cf. she 1) saw; 2) desired; 3) took; 4) gave * Achan at Ai, he saw; coveted; took; hid the objects, Joshua 7:21 29



*



Compare 1 John 2:16, 1) lust of the flesh; 2) lust of the eyes; 3) pride of life; these are of the world, not the Heavenly Father



3. Eve was deceived; Adam took the fruit by a free choice, 3:6b “She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.” 3:6b C. A part of the “likeness” (moral likeness) of God was lost in man at the time of the Fall, Genesis 3:7-13, sin, separation and fear entered the human race; “…they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings…and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden…” 3:7b, 8b cf. Colossians 3:9-10, here is a hint towards “Sanctification;” Ephesians 4:24, cf. 4:17-5:2, a “new self,” cf. 2 Corinthians 5:17 *



Intimate and personal fellowship with God was lost, it was gone at this point; so much more was also lost that day in Eden; however, the fact that they covered themselves indicates that the “natural likeness” remained in them



1. “man was created in a natural and moral likeness to God. When he sinned, he lost the moral likeness, which was his sinlessness, but the natural likeness of intellect, emotions, and will he still retains, cf. Gen. 9:6; James 3:9” (Ryrie, Study Bible, 9). 2. “Thus it would seem evident from these verses that there is a part of God’s image that was lost after Adam sinned and must now be restored by the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation. This lost image would thus seem to be the inability to know God and the desire to love and serve him” (Willmington, 258). This loss must clearly be that of spiritual and moral likeness. D. Judgment was passed in the form of a specific “curse” upon: the serpent, 3:14-15; woman, 3:16; man, 3:17a, 19; the earth, 3:17b, 18 IV. Man’s Salvation Illustrated and Provided: Genesis 3:15, 21 “And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your see and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 3:15 “Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.” 3:21 A. Man lost his “moral likeness” to the Creator at the time of the Fall – he died 30



spiritually, he became a sinner B. New Testament teaching 1. The shedding of blood in the Old Testament and the coats of skins in Genesis 3 were only a type of what God’s plan called for, Hebrews 10:4 “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.” 2. Christ Himself was the fulfillment of this provision, Hebrews 10:5-10 “By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 10:10 V. Man’s Destiny - there are Only Two Types of Man in the World and Two Destinies: Psalm 145:20; Matthew 7:13-14 “The LORD preserves all who love Him, But all the wicked He will destroy.” Psalm 145:20 * Narrow gate - few entering - difficult way - life Wide gate - many entering - broad way - destruction, Matthew 7:13-14 A. Non-believers in God and Jesus Christ as the only Savior - “second death,” Job 14:1-2; Proverbs 14:12; Revelation 20:14-15 “Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And anyone not found written I the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” Revelation 20:14-15 * Hell, the Lake of Fire, is the final place of abiding for the non-believer, Luke 12:5; 16:19-31; Mark 9:47-48; Revelation 20:11-15 B. Believers in God and Jesus Christ as the only Savior - life everlasting, Job 14:14; John 3:16, 36 “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” John 3:36 * Heaven, God’s home, is the final abiding place for the believer, John 14:2 Conclusion: Man’s original purpose was to glorify God and enjoy Him forever; sin changed that. Adam’s disobedience brought sin and death into man’s existence; Jesus Christ brings cleansing, forgiveness and life into man’s existence.
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HAMARTIOLOGY - Doctrine of Sin Introduction: The word “sin” occurs hundreds of times in the Bible, in both Old Testament and New Testament. There are at least eight words translated “sin” in the Scriptures. A definition is difficult when one thinks about trying to understand all of the aspect of these eight words. However, Dr. Charles Ryrie has studied them and gives the following definition as a result of that study: Definition: - “sin is missing the mark, badness, rebellion, iniquity, going astray, wickedness, wandering, ungodliness, crime, lawlessness, transgression, ignorance, and a falling away” (Ryrie, 209, 212). I. Origin of Sin: A. In the universe * “According to five key biblical passages of Scripture, a powerful angelic creature named Lucifer once (perhaps before the creation of the earth) led a wicked revolt against Jehovah God himself in an insane attempt to dethrone the rightful King, the Lord Jesus Christ. While this treachery proved unsuccessful, it did, nevertheless, introduce into the universe a new evil element hitherto unknown. This perverted principle was sin. Lucifer degenerated into the devil and became, therefore, the source and strength of sin” (Willmington, 385). 1. Lucifer fell and became Satan, Isaiah 14:12-14 “How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations! v. 12 But you said in your heart, I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north. v. 13 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” v. 14 a. “O star of the morning, son of the dawn!” = “light bearer” and means Lucifer, v. 12; this same one is the one who became Satan b. Christ referred to Satan’s fall from heaven in Luke 10:18 In instructions to the 70 before they went out on their first journey, He said “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” * The five “I will” phrases, 14:13-14, detail Satan’s sin 2. The “anointed cherub,” Ezekiel28:14, who had been “in Eden,” 28:13, was “cast…out of the mountain of God,” 28:16, because of his 32



rebellion against the Creator, Ezekiel 28:11-19 * “the king of Tyre” - “This section (v. 11-19), with its superhuman references, apparently describes someone other than the human ruler of Tyre; namely, Satan. If so, Satan’s unique privileges before his fall are described in v. 12-15 and the judgment on him in v. 16-19. You had the seal of perfection, i.e., Satan was the consummation of perfection in his original wisdom and beauty” (Ryrie, Study Bible, 1268). 3. The devil, the original sinner, 1 John 3:8 “He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning.” 3:8a 4. Coming judgment of Satan, Revelation 12:9; 20:10 “And the devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.” 20:10 B. In the world - “While an angel introduced sin into the universe, it was a man who invited it into the world. In the Old Testament Moses describes the act historically, and in the New Testament Paul describes it theologically” (Willmington, 385-386). 1. Historically a. God’s command to Adam before Eve was created, Genesis 2:16-17 “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.’” b. Satan’s temptation of Adam and Eve, Genesis 3:1-5 1) To doubt what God had said, Genesis 3:1 “Has God indeed said…?” 2) To deny what God had said, Genesis 3:4-5 “You will not surely die.” 3:4b c. The transgression of Adam and Eve, Genesis 3:2-3, 6 1) Eve’s conversation, 3:2-3; 2 Corinthians 11:3 “But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” 2 Corinthians 11:3 2) The first couple’s corporate act of disobedience, 3:6; 1 Timothy 2:13-14 “For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression.” 33



1 Timothy 3:13-14 2. Theologically a. Sin entered into the world and the human race by one man, the first man, Adam, consequently every descendent of that one man has the nature of sin and is guilty of his or her own personal sin, Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—“ b. In Adam all died; in Christ all can live, 1 Corinthians 15:22 “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.” II. Sin is Exceedingly Sinful: A. Angels, a special creation of God, prove this, Ezekiel 28:11-19, esp. 28:15b, cf. Matthew 25:41; Revelation 12:7-9 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:’” Matthew 25:41 B. Human beings prove this, Romans 3:23 “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” * Can you think of any illustrations of this? C. God Himself proves this - “the wages of sin is death,” Romans 6:23a 1. The price of Redemption - the life of the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, John 10:18; 19:28-37 “But when they (the soldiers) came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs.” 19:33 2. An individual’s cost - the “second death,” Revelation 20:11-15 “And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.: 20:15 III. Sin and the Believer: A. Christians do sin 1. King David’s testimony, Psalm 51:3 “For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is ever before me.” 2. James’ statement, James 3:2 34



“For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body.” 3. John’s statement, 1 John 1:8-10 “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” 1:8 “If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.” 1:10 B. What happens when Christians sin? 1. Lose light, 1 John 1:6 “If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.” 2. Lose joy, Psalm 51:12; John 15:10-11; Galatians 5:22 “Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me with Your generous Spirit.” Psalm 51:12 3. Lose fellowship with God, 1 John 1:3, 6-7 “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,” 1:7a 4. Lose confidence, 1 John 3:19-22 Concerning the believer’s walk in true and practical love, “For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.” 3:20 5. Lose testimony, John 13:35 “By this (love for each other, 13:14) all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 6. Possible loss of health and even physical life, 1 Corinthians 11:30 Concerning those who partake of the Lord’s Supper without proper spiritual examination, “For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep.” “weak” - asthenes {as-then-ace’} - AV - weak 12, sick 6, weakness 2, weaker 1, weak things 1, impotent 1, more feeble 1, without strength 1; 25 = weak, infirm, feeble “sleep” - koimao {koy-mah’-o} - AV - sleep 10, fall asleep 4, be asleep 2, fall on sleep 1, be dead 1; 18 1) to cause to sleep, put to sleep 2) metaphor - to still, calm, quiet; to fall asleep, to sleep; to die 7. Lose rewards, Hebrews 10:35; 2 John 8 35



“Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward.” Hebrews 10:35 C. Is there a remedy? Yes there is a remedy! 1. In the blood of Jesus Christ, 1 John 1:7 “…and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 1:7b 2. Through confession of the sin, 1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” IV. There is an Ultimate and Final Victory Over Sin for the Believer: A. One day the Lord Jesus Christ will consummate His victory over sin and evil, 1 Corinthians 15:25-28 “For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.” 15:25 B. All believers will one day, perhaps quite soon, gather in the New Jerusalem, the City of God, Hebrews 12:22-24, cf. Revelation 21:1-2, 7-8 “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,…” Hebrews 12:22a C. All results of sin will be gone forever, even tears and crying, Revelation 21:4-5 “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying;…” 21:4a



Conclusion: Sin, no matter how attractive and inviting, has nothing good to offer anyone, believer of non-believer alike. Believers should stay away from sin and live their lives for the honor and glory of the God of heaven and the Lord Jesus Christ. And when they do sin, confess it immediately and receive God’s forgiveness.
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SOTERIOLOGY - Doctrine of Salvation Introduction: The meaning of “Salvation” in the Old Testament and New Testament: Hebrew yesha, in the Old Testament means “freedom from what binds or restricts and thus effects deliverance” (Willmington, 405). In the New Testament, Greek soteria, means “to cure, to provide recovery, to rescue, to effect one’s welfare” (Willmington, 405). The first mention of “salvation” - Jacob speaking to his sons, “I have waited for your salvation, O LORD!” Genesis 49:18 The final mention of “salvation” - “After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, ‘Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power to the Lord our God!’” Revelation 19:1 I. The Implications of Salvation: A. That someone needs to be saved 1. Old Testament - Ecclesiastes 7:20 “For there is not a just man of earth who does good And does not sin.” 2. New Testament - Romans 3:23 “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” B. That someone can do the saving 1. He must be willing to save 2. He must be able to save, Hebrews 7:24-25 “But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. v. 24 “Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He ever lives to make intercession for them.” v. 25 II. The Source of Salvation: A. Jesus Christ is willing to save, Zechariah 9:9; 2 Peter 3:9 “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.” Zechariah 9:9 * Note, this is a prophecy that was fulfilled in Luke 19:28-40 & John 12:12-26 37



B. Jesus Christ is able to save 1. The Seed of the woman would be wounded by the serpent, Genesis 3:15b “He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 2. The Savior is a Suffering Savior, Isaiah 53:6 “All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 3. Simeon gave testimony to the Lord’s salvation as he held the baby Jesus, Luke 2:29-30 “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, According to Your word; For my eyes have seen Your salvation…” 4. Jesus Christ is the only Savior, Acts 4:12; Romans 1:16; Hebrews 5:1-11 The author of Hebrews wrote concerning the Son (v. 8) during “the days of His flesh” (v. 7), “that He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, called by God as High Priest…” Hebrews 8b-10a III. The Process of Salvation - a Divine Work of the Trinity: A. The Father - gave His Son as the Way of Salvation, John 3:16; 14:6 “For God so loved the world that He gave…” 3:16a B. The Son - became the sacrifice, the payment of the wages of sin, for others for He Himself had no sin, 1 Peter 3:18; Romans 5:8-9 “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God,..” 1 Peter 3:18a C. The Spirit - convicts of sin, righteousness and judgment to come, John 16:5-15 “And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:..” 16:8 IV. Old Testament Types of Salvation: A. Coats of skins, Genesis 3:21 – Salvation is spiritual clothing “…God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.”
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B. Noah’s ark, Genesis 7:1-24 – Salvation is protection from impending destruction “Then the LORD said to Noah, ‘Come into the ark, you and all your household,..” 7:1 “And the rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights.” 7:12 “All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry land, died.” 7:22 “Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark remained alive..” 7:23b. C. The ram in the thicket on Mt. Moriah when Abraham was about to offer Isaac as a sacrifice in obedience to God’s command, Genesis 22:1-2, 7b-8, 1213a -- Salvation is God’s Divine work according to His provision “God will provide for Himself a lamb for the burnt offering” 22:8 D. The Passover, Exodus 12:23 – Salvation provides life in the midst of death “For the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and not allow the destroyer to come into your houses to strike you.” V. Key Vocabulary Associated with Salvation: Adoption – literally it means “the placing of a son,” this doctrine given the repentant sinner his position as a “son of God,” Galatians 4:4-5 “But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.” NOTE: “full rights” (NIV); “become sons of God” (Phillips) Born Again – the second birth, of the Spirit, from above, John 3:5-6, cf. 3:3 “Jesus answered, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” Conversion – there is a twofold idea here, “turning from” i.e. repentance and “turning to” i.e. faith, Matthew 18:3 Jesus said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” NOTE: “change” (NIV); “change your whole outlook” (Phillips) Glorification – future and complete physical, mental and spiritual perfection for every true believer, Romans 8:30 “Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He 39



called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.” NOTE: “lifted them to the splendor of life as his own sons” (Phillips) Imputation – for one person to add something good or bad to the account of another 1) Bad a) Adam’s sin was passed on to his descendants, Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned,” NOTE: “came” (NIV); “passed on to the whole human race” (Phillips) * Received unwillingly from Adam the fountainhead of the human race; no one would voluntarily accept his guilt b) The sins of the world were placed upon the Messiah/ Savior, Isaiah 53:6b “And the LORD; has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” NOTE: “caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him” (NASB) 2) Good a) Positive – concerning Abraham and his faith, Romans 4:23-24, cf. James 2:23 “Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead,” NOTE: “reckoned” (NASB); “credited” (NIV) * Received by a willing volunteer b) Negative – it is something God does not do, Romans 4:8, cf. Psalm 32:1-2 “Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin.” NOTE: “count against him” (NIV); “will not take into account” (NASB) Justification -- the act by which the legal status of the repentant sinner is changed from guilty to innocent before God, Romans 5:1 “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,” Origination – where salvation comes from, Hebrews 12:2
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“…looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” Preservation – to keep safe from loss or harm, Jude 1 “Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are called, sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ:” NOTE: “kept” (NIV) and (NASB); “kept in the faith by Jesus Christ” (Phillips) Propitiation – “to render favorable, to satisfy, to appease;” the truth is that the death of Christ fully satisfied all the demands of a Righteous God toward the sinner, 1 John 2:2 “And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.” NOTE: “anointing sacrifice” (NIV) NOTE: “propitiation = satisfaction. Christ is the only offering that satisfied God concerning sin, cf. Romans 3:25” (Ryrie Study Bible, 1879). Reconciliation – in Old Testament it means “to cover,” in the New Testament it indicates a change in relationship, from enemy to friend, 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 “Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.” NOTE: “reconciliation involves a changed relationship because our trespasses are not counted against us, v. 19. We are now to announce to others this message of God’s grace” (Ryrie Study Bible, 1759). Redemption – to pay a ransom price for someone; to remove from a slave marketplace; to providing a full release, Romans 3:24 “being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,” NOTE: “redemptive act” (Phillips) Regeneration – the working of God through the “new birth” that gives an new nature to the repentant sinner, Titus 3:5 “not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,” NOTE: “the cleansing power of a new birth” (Phillips); “new birth” (NIV) 41



Remission – to “put away” or to forgive, Luke 24:47 “and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nation, beginning at Jerusalem.” NOTE: “forgiveness” (Phillips), (NIV) and (NASB) Sanctification – the basic meaning is “to set apart,” 2 Thessalonians 2:13 “But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth,” NOTE: “the sanctifying work” (NIV); “the work of his Spirit” (Phillips) Substitution – someone taking the place of another, 1 Peter 3:18 “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit,” NOTE: “the righteous for the unrighteous” (NIV) Supplication -- prayer of faith, Romans 10:13, cf. Joel 2:32 “For ‘whoever calls upon the name of the LORD shall be saved’,” Conclusion: C.S. Lewis wrote, “The glory of God, and, as our only means to glorifying Him, the salvation of human souls, is the real business of life” (Martindale & Root, #1305). The meaning and purpose of salvation and of the Christian life after salvation could not be stated more clearly.



ECCLESIOLOGY - Doctrine of the Church Introduction: The chosen nation of Israel is the central focal point of the Old Testament; in the New Testament that changes as the church becomes the center of God’s activity on earth. The church is seen throughout the New Testament in many places and in a variety of situations as an assembly of true believers in Jesus Christ gathered together to worship and serve Him. I. The Meaning of the Term Church: A. “church” - ekklesia {ek-klay-see’-ah} - AV - church 115, assembly 3; 118 = a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place, an assembly 1) the assembly of the Israelites 2) any gathering or throng of men assembled by chance, tumultuously 3) in a Christian sense a) an assembly of Christians gathered for worship in a religious meeting 42



b) a company of Christian, or of those who, hoping for eternal salvation through Jesus Christ, observe their own religious rites, hold their own religious meetings, and manage their own affairs, according to regulations prescribed for the body for order’s sake c) those who anywhere, in a city, village, constitute such a company and are united into one body d) the whole body of Christians scattered throughout the earth e) the assembly of faithful Christians already dead and received into heaven NOTE: a, b, c refer to local churches; d and e to the universal church B. Accordingly, the term is used in the New Testament for the congregation which the living God assembles about his Messiah Jesus Christ, the Savior C. Definition: 1. “Thus the church is the spiritual family of God, the Christian fellowship created by the Holy Spirit through the testimony to the mighty acts of God in Christ Jesus” (Harrison, 123). 2. The church is not an institutional entity but a living, supernatural entity of God’s people in two aspects: a) universally, all true believers, b) locally, the many local congregations II. Symbols of the Church: (there are seven basic symbols, they follow here) A. The Head and the body, Romans 12:4-5; 1 Corinthians 12:12-13; Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:12, 16; 5:23, 30; Colossians 1:18 “He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the first-born from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.” Colossians 1:18 B. The Bridegroom and the Bride, 2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:25-32; Revelation 19:7-9; 21:9 “Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, ‘Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.’” Revelation 21:9 C. The Vine and the branches, John 15:1-16 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” 15:5 D. The Shepherd and the sheep, John 10:1-16 43



“I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own.” 10:14 E. The High Priest and a kingdom of priests, Hebrews 5:1-10; 1 Peter 2:5, 9; Revelation 1:6; 5:10 “So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was He who said to Him:” Hebrews 5:5a “You (Christ) are a priest forever According to the order of Melchizedek;” Hebrews 5:6 “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light:” 1 Peter 2:9 F. The Cornerstone and the living stones, Psalm 118:22-23; Isaiah 28:16; Daniel 2:34; Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11; Ephesians 2:20-22; 1 Peter 2:4-7 “Jesus said to them, ‘Did you never read in the Scriptures: The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This was the LORD’S doing, And it is marvelous in our eyes’?” Matthew 21:42, cf. Psalm 118:22-23 “…you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 2:5 G. The last Adam and the new creation, Romans 5:12-21; 1 Corinthians 15:20-50 “It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. And so it is written, ‘The first man Adam became a living being.’ (Genesis 2:7) The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.” 1 Corinthians 15:43-45 Conclusion: The church is not a fairytale although it sounds like one, for the Bridegroom will receive His Bride at a future time and they will live happily ever-after.



ANGELOLOGY - Doctrine of Angels, Demons and Satan Introduction: Today some people are preoccupied with the idea of life on other planets. It is true, mankind is not alone in the universe; there are other beings out there. They are spirit beings; they are angels. I. Origin of Angels:
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A. They are created beings, Genesis 1:1-2; Psalm 148:5, cf. Genesis 2:1; Nehemiah 9:6; John 1:1-3; Ephesians 3:9; Colossians 1:16 “You alone are the LORD; You have made heaven, The heaven of heavens, with all their host,…” Nehemiah 9:6a B. The time of their creation seems to have been before the creation of the earth according to the events in Job 38:1, 4-7 “When the morning stars sang together, And all the sons of God shouted for joy? 38:7 “morning stars” - possibly Venus and Mercury, cf. Job 3:9 “sons of God” - angels, cf. Job 1:6; 2:1 C. Angels, like man, were created to honor and glorify Jesus Christ, Hebrews 1:6; Revelation 4:11 “But when He again brings the first-born into the world, He says: Let all the angels of God worship Him.” Hebrews 1:6 * This quote is found in Deuteronomy 32:43 in the Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old Testament) in the Dead Sea Scrolls II. Existence and Categories of Angels: A. OT Hebrew words used: 1. “angel” - malÕak {mal-awk’} - AV - angel 111, messenger 98, ambassadors 4, variant 1; 214 = messenger, representative, i.e. messenger, angel, the theophanic angel 2. “spirit” - Õowb {obe} - AV - familiar spirit(s) 16, bottles 1; 17 a. necromancer, i.e. one who evokes the dead, ghost, spirit of a dead one, practice of necromancy b. one that has a familiar spirit 3. “demons/devils” - four times two different words are used, both of which indicate evil, unholy activity: shaggy, he-goat, devil, Leviticus 17:7; 2 Chronicles 11:15; demon as malignant, devil, Deuteronomy 32:17; Psalm 106:37 B. New Testament 1. “angel” - aggelos {ang’-el-os} - AV - angel 179, messenger 7; 186 = a messenger, envoy, one who is sent, an angel, a messenger from God 2. “devil” a. “devil” - diabolos {dee-ab’-ol-os} AV - devil 35, false accuser 2, slanderer 1; 38 45



1) prone to slander, slanderous, accusing falsely 2) metaphor applied to a man who, by opposing the cause of God, may be said to act the part of the devil or to side with him * Satan the prince of the demons, the author of evil, persecuting good men, estranging mankind from God and enticing them to sin, afflicting them with diseases by means of demons who take possession of their bodies at his bidding. b. “devils” - daimonizomai {dahee-mon-id’-zom-ahee} - AV - possessed with devils 4, possessed with the devil 3, of the devils 2, vexed with a devil 1, possessed with a devil 1, have a devil 1; 13 = to be under the power of a demon. * In the New Testament, these are persons, afflicted with especially severe diseases, either bodily or mentally, (such as paralysis, blindness, deafness, loss of speech, epilepsy, melancholy, insanity, etc.) whose bodies in the opinion of the Jews demons had entered, and so held possession of them as not only to afflict them with ills, but also to dethrone the reason and take its place themselves; accordingly the possessed were wont to express the mind and consciousness of the demons dwelling in them; and their cure was thought to require the expulsion of the demon. III. What About Evil Angels? A. Lucifer, Day Star, the idea is “bearer of light,” challenged God for His position in the universe and fell from his original exalted place within the creation, Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:11-19, and thus, Lucifer became the one known as Satan among all peoples of all generations “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning” Isaiah 14:12a “You were in Eden, the garden of God: Ezekiel 28:13a “You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you; You were on the holy mountain of God;” Ezekiel 28:14 “Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of our splendor; I cast you to the ground,..” Ezekiel 28:17 * His original desires, Isaiah 14:13-14, can be seen almost everywhere down through the history of mankind on earth B. The New Testament declares the existence of “fallen angels,” 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6 “And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own 46



habitation, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day;” Jude 6 * Satan and the fallen angels have already been judged, their future is certain, however, they are still active at this present time, Revelation 20:10 Conclusion: It is obvious from a study of these words that there are both good and bad angels. Angels are active among mortal mankind on earth. Here is one illustration, of many, for both good and bad angels from each Testament: Old Testament - Good – Hagar in the wilderness, Genesis 16:7 “Now the Angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur.” * Shur is the northern coastal part of the Saini or Saudi Arabia Bad – God told Israel to stop offering sacrifices to demons, Leviticus 17:7 “They shall no more offer their sacrifices to demons, after whom they have played the harlot.” 17:7a New Testament - Good – Joseph’s heart was quitted concerning the birth of Mary’s baby, Matthew 1:20 “But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the LORD appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.’” Bad – the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness, Matthew 4:1 “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.”



ESCHATOLOGY - Doctrine of Last Things Introduction: This doctrine begins with the Return of Jesus Christ. The Bible has much to say about this doctrine. Christ’s return and all the related doctrines concerning future things is a fascinating and at times confusing study. There are many and varied opinions about these events. Here are some thoughts based upon careful Bible study and years of prayer and thought on the subject. Think about this illustration, as one drives down a road, signs concerning the next city or town begin to appear, the closer you get to that city the more signs there are and the closer they are together. Look at the Bible, look at the world and see what you think. This study seems to indicate clearly that the return of the King is imminent. These events will be understood as literal unless it is obvious that they are not. Such words as “like” and “as of,” etc., especially in the book of Revelation indicate a symbol and will be considered as such. Following the Pre-millennial, Pre-tribulation Doctrine of the Return of Jesus Christ, the following outline of events is presented. The following Chart 47



should be helpful in understanding what the world’s future holds from this position of interpretation. I. The Second, Imminent, Return of Christ - 1st Phase – Rapture or the Translation of the Saints: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.” 4:16-17a * Christ coming in the air to receive His true followers into heaven II. The Judgment Seat of Christ - Raptured Saints Rewarded: 2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” * The Marriage Supper of the Lamb - the joining of the Bride Groom with His Bride seems to follow this event in heaven, thus, it seems logical that, 1) there is the Judgment of Believers regarding Rewards, then, 2) the Marriage Supper, Revelation 19:7, 9, followed by the 3) Lord’s return to earth with His Bride at the end of the Tribulation “Then he said to me, ‘Write: Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!;” 19:9 III. The Great Tribulation - Anti-christ Rules; Divine Judgment Coming Upon the Earth: Revelation 4:-19: * Christ and the Bride will be in heaven during this time of judgment A. Initial event - Anti-christ revealed and comes to power, making a covenant with Israel, 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12 “For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.” 2:7 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming.” 2:8 1. For Israel - this is Daniel’s 70th Week, Daniel 9:25-27 “Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate.” 9:27 2. For the nations - world rule of Anti-christ, the Beast, 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12; Revelation 11:7; 13:1-10 48



“The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan,” 2:9a 3. For deceased non-believers - Hades, the place of the Christless dead, Revelation 20:11-15 “The sea gave up he dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 20:13 “And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and the books were opened.” 20:12a B. Judgments come to earth - second half of this seven year period 1. “Jacob’s trouble,” Jeremiah 30:7 - Covenant broken with Israel by Anti-christ, Daniel 9:27 “Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate.” 9:27



*



2. “Abomination of Desolation,” Daniel 12:11 - God’s judgments will be exercised upon the earth and mankind, cf. Matthew 24:15; 2 Thessalonians 2:4 “And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and the abomination of desolation is set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred and ninety days.” 3 ½ years = 1,260 days, i.e., using 360 days per year as the normal figure; here is an extra 30 days, probably for the judgments that follow the Lord’s return to the earth



C. Final events: * 2nd phase of Second Coming, Christ comes to the earth at the end of the Tribulation Period; the saints follow Him and participate/watch the next event! 1. Judgment of Israel, Ezekiel 20:33-38, esp. v. 37-38; Zechariah 13:8-9; Matthew 25:1-30 “I will make you pass under the rod,” Ezekiel 20 37a * To take place on earth after the 2nd phase of Christ’s return, when He comes to the earth, Zechariah 14:4 2. Judgment of the Gentile Nations - those Living During the Tribulation 49



Time, Joel 3:2; Matthew 25:31-46 “I will also gather all nations, And bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; And I will enter into judgment with them there…” Joel 3:2a * Sheep divided from the goats; sheep to the right and blessing, goats to the left and eternal punishment * Outline of Matthew 24: & 25: 1) Tribulation, 24:4-26 2) 2nd advent, Christ to the earth, 24:27-30 3) Regathering of Israel, 24:31 4) Judgment of Israel, 25:1-30 5) Judgment of the nations, 25:31-46 6) The Kingdom to follow 3. Battle of Armageddon, Revelation 14:14-20; 16:16; 19:11-21 “And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.” 16:16 “Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war.” 19:11 “He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.” 19:15b IV. The Millennial Kingdom - the King Reigns in Righteousness and Peace for One Thousand Years: Revelation 20:1-6 A. Satan bound, 20:2 “He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years;” B. Saints reign with the King, 20:4 “And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.” 20:4b *



Satan loosed - final, short-lived rebellion is quickly and decisively crushed, Revelation 20:7-10 “And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them.” 20:9b



V. The Great White Throne Judgment - All Non-believers of All Times: Revelation 20:11-15 “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them.” 20:11 “And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.” 20:12 50



“The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.” 20:13 “Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.” 20:14 “And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” 20:15 VI. The New Heaven & New Earth - All Believers of All Times: Revelation 21:1-2 “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea.” 21:1 “Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” 21:2 Conclusion: Believers must know what is taking place around them in the world and they must know what God has said in His Word about the world, about mankind and the future of both. Read the Bible, watch the news casts and read the newspapers. See what is going on here on earth. Christ’s first coming was according to the prophetic Word of God, 1 Corinthians 15:1-5, notice the phrase “according to the Scriptures” in v. 3 & 4. “For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,” 15:3 “and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,” 15:4 There are some 87 details in the Bible about Christ’s First Coming. Worked out in compound probability, the chances of His coming would have been 1 of a figure having 93 zeros after it. There are many signs of Christ’s Second Coming, cf. 2 Timothy 3:1-5 for one example of what it will be like on earth before He comes back. Listen to Luke 21:28. “Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift u your heads, because your redemption draws near.” 21:28
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Conclusion Conclusion - to the study of the Major Doctrines: In the Bible, God tells us what He wants us to know about Himself, about ourselves, about our enemies, about the past, present and future. It is a message from the Creator to His creation, the Crown of Creation, mankind; a message of love and judgment to the wayward and of love and encouragement to the repentant ones. There is no book like this one in all the world. Closing thoughts from C.S. Lewis: 1) “ belief in strictly verbal inspiration will indeed make all Scripture a book by a single Author.” (Martindale & Root, #106, 72). 2) “Yes, Pascal (French philosopher) does contradict several passages in Scripture and must be wrong.” (Ibid. #107, 72). 3) “I take it as a first principle that we must not interpret any one part of Scripture so that it contradicts other parts, and specially we must not use an apostle’s teaching to contradict that of Our Lord.” (Ibid. #108, 72). Conclusions about the place of Christian Doctrine and the value of that Doctrine to the lives of individuals, both believers and non-believers, to the Church and to the Society of mankind: 1) To individual non-believers in Jesus Christ as personal Savior – the Bible, and the teachings therein recorded, show the present peril of life in the natural, sinful state, without God, in the world and the eternal dangers that lie ahead; the Way to God is also clearly revealed 2) To individual believers in Jesus Christ as personal Savior – the Bible, and the teachings therein recorded, contain the substance of the Christian Faith, i.e., the things to be believed, and the instructions for life and service to God during the earthly pilgrimage 3) To the Church – the Bible, as the Word from God to mankind, contains the Truth God wants His people to know and to live by as they collectively attempt to love, worship, honor and serve Him on earth 4) To Society – the Bible contains God’s Word relating to every aspect of how societies should function on earth; no society can function effectively without proper and due respect given to the Word of God, and only then will it function in a less than totally adequate way because of “the nature of mankind.” * One challenging author writing on the subject of “Creed or Chaos?” made the following observation, “The thing that is in danger is the whole structure of society, and it is necessary to persuade thinking men and women of the vital and intimate 52



connection between the structure of society and the theological doctrines of Christianity” (Sayers, 33). Christian Doctrine is an absolute and vital part of life on planet earth. Consider the following definition, “Christian doctrine is not a set of rules, but one vast interlocking rational structure…” (Sayers, 43). Christian faith and belief cannot be reduced down to a set of “things to do” and “things not to do.” Christian Doctrine is infinitely more than this; unhappily, too many Christians seem to be satisfied with this latter, simpler definition of “dos & don’ts.” Christian Doctrine is not simply a subject to be studied in seminary and then forgotten when it comes to “real” life and work for God. Christian Doctrine is instruction, a “code of life” and a “code of ethics” that must be lived out in Christian homes and in the marketplaces all around the world. May each of us give ourselves unreservedly to this marvelous task.
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Appendix The Uniqueness of the Christian Faith – Five Foundational Doctrines Introduction: The Christian Faith is different from each and all other “faiths” in the world, and there are many and diverse kinds of them. To illustrate this difference, listen to some of their teaching on the subject of Salvation as stated by a Christian scholar of the World’s Great Religions. 1. Roman Catholicism - “Salvation is secured by faith plus good works, as channeled through the Roman Catholic Church” (Ridenour, 45-46). 2. Judaism - Salvation is gained “through commitment to the one God and moral living” (Ridenour, 63). 3. Islam - “Man earns his own salvation, pays for his own sins” (Ridenour, 72). 4. Hinduism - “Man is justified through devotion, meditation, good works and self-control” (Ridenour, 82). 5. Buddhism - “Man is saved by self-effort only” (Ridenour, 92). Another uniqueness of the Christian Faith can be illustrated by the following quotation. “That is, how many of us both inside the Church and out have reduced the good news out of Nazareth to a list of thou-shalt-nots?” (Davidman, 16). The points of this study appeared in the publication, The Fundamentals which comprise a testimony of biblical Truth. They are contained in four volumes, the production of which began in 1909. These volumes contain 90 articles dealing with all major aspects of Biblical Truth. Five basis topics can be used to summarize these materials. They are: 1) The Inspiration & Inerrancy of the Scriptures; 2) The Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ; 3) The Vicarious and Substitutionary Death of Jesus Christ; 4) The Bodily Resurrection of Jesus Christ; 5) The Literal Return of Jesus Christ, the Second Coming. Christianity is more than orthodoxy and dogma, it is more than a set of do’s and don’ts; it is life in Jesus Christ and relationship to the True God according to His criteria, the Word of God, the Holy Bible. “Islam is more than a religion. It is a complete code of life, a political system, an economic system. It is everything. Islam is a great practical religion 55



because it is complete. A Muslim is one who has surrendered himself to God and to God's laws, and who has formed a society with other Muslims” (Freeland, 181). Two questions need to be answered by the True Believer in Jesus Christ: 1) Can Christianity be any less to the Christian than Islam is to the Muslim? 2) Why are Christians as they are in the world (West, East, etc.) today? Could their spiritual condition have anything to do with their understanding of the basic tenants of the Christian Faith?



The Inspiration & Inerrancy of the Scriptures I. Inspiration: A. Definition: “Inspiration has to do with the recording of the truth. The Spirit of God moved upon men to write the sixty-six books of the Bible (Acts 1:16; Hebrews 10:15-17; 2 Peter 1:21). Scripture is fully and verbally inspired; it is God-breathed (2 Tim. 3:16)” (Thiessen, 63). B. The Holy Spirit inspired the books of the Bible, not the men who wrote them; He inspired the writings, the words and thoughts, not the writers in the details of their personal lives. C. “Yes, Pascal does contradict several passages in Scripture and must be wrong” wrote C.S. Lewis. (W.H. Lewis, 242). D. The Bible is authoritative, it is God’s Word to mankind; man is the “Crown of His Creation.” II. Inerrancy: A. Definition: “Not only is Scripture inspired and authoritative, it is also inerrant and infallible. By this we mean that it is without error in the original manuscripts. It is inerrant in all that it affirms, whether in historical, scientific, moral, or doctrinal matters. Inerrancy extends to all of Scripture and is not limited to certain teachings of Scripture” (Thiessen, 63). B. The Bible is believable and it must be believed. It can be trusted at any and all times of one’s life. Nothing, no other form of literature, has the capability of taking the place of God’s Word in the life of mankind. NOTE: cf. Chicago Statement (1978), following insert
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III. Writing on the essence of the Bible, C.S. Lewis has said, “It is Christ Himself, not the Bible, who is the true word of God. The Bible, read in the right spirit and with the guidance of good teachers, will bring us to Him” (W.H. Lewis, 247). IV. References: A. 2 Timothy 3:16-17, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” B. 2 Peter 1:19-21, “We also have the prophetic word made more sure, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” C. Romans 10:17, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”



The Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ I. The first promise of a coming Messiah, Genesis 3:15 II. Isaiah’s prophecy of the coming Messiah, 7:14; 9:1-7, esp. v. 6-7 III. Promise and prophecy fulfilled, Matthew 1:18-25, esp. v. 21; Luke 2:1-7, esp. v. 7 IV. Paul’s testimony about the Messiah Who came, Galatians 4:4. V. “...no woman ever conceived a child, no mare a foal, without Him. But once, and for a special purpose, He dispensed with that long line which is His instrument: once His life-giving finger touched a woman without passing through the ages of interlocked events. Once the great glove of Nature was taken off His hand. His naked hand touched her. There was of course a unique reason for it. That time He was creating not simply a man but the Man who was to be Himself: was creating Man anew: was beginning, at this divine and human point, the New Creation of all things. The whole soiled and weary universe quivered at this direct injection of essential life--direct, uncontaminated, not drained through all the crowded history of Nature” (C. S. Lewis, 138). VI. References concerning Messiah’s uniqueness, Matthew 7:29; Mark 1:22; Revelation 1:8. 57



The Vicarious & Substitutionary Death of Jesus Christ I. Vicarious: A. Definition: substitution for the actual offender; “performed or suffered by one person as a substitute for another or the benefit or advantage of another” (Webster). B. Isaiah 53:5ff. II. Substitutionary - He suffered and endured punishment in your place and mine. 1 Peter 3:18, “Remember that Christ the just suffered for us the unjust, to bring us to God. That meant the death of his body, but he was brought to life again in the spirit” (Phillips). III. References: A. Matthew 27:35; Mark 15:24; Luke 23:33 B. John 19:17, 18, 30, “And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, where they crucified Him, and two others with Him, one on either side, and Jesus in the center…So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’ And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.” C. Romans 5:8-9, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.” NOTE: The Place of the Skull, Golgotha has been described as “the hill from whence comes our help,” cf. Psalm 121:1. IV. A Graphic Description of Crucifixion: “See His holy arms forcibly stretched out upon the cross-beam; His feet laid upon each other...The executioners seize the hammer and nails. But who can bear to look upon what further occurs? The horrible nails from the forge of Hell, yet foreseen in the sanctuary of eternity, are placed on the hands and feet of the righteous Jesus, and the heavy strokes of the hammer fall. Do you hear the sound? They thunder on your heart, testifying in horrible language of your sin, and at the same time of the wrath of Almighty God” (Krummacher, 184-85).



V. The Mission Connection, Revelation 5:9, 58



“And they sang a new song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,”



The Bodily Resurrection of Jesus Christ I. “The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the corner-stone of Christian doctrine” (Torrey, II, 298). NOTE: There are at least 104 references to the Resurrection in the NT II. “While the literal bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is the corner-stone of Christian doctrine, it is the Gibraltar of Christian evidence, and the Waterloo of infidelity and rationalism” (Torrey, II, 299). III. C.S. Lewis on the Resurrection: “The Resurrection is the central theme in every Christian sermon reported in the Acts. The Resurrection, and its consequences were the ‘gospel’ or good news which the Christians brought: what we call the ‘gospels,’ the narratives of Our Lord’s life and death, were composed later for the benefit of those who had already accepted the gospel. They were in no sense the basis of Christianity: they were written for those already converted. The miracle of the Resurrection, and the theology of that miracle, comes first: the biography comes later as a comment on it. Nothing could be more unhistorical than to pick out selected sayings of Christ from the gospels and to regard those as the datum and the rest of the New Testament as a construction upon it. The first fact in the history of Christendom is a number of people who say they have seen the Resurrection” (C. S. Lewis, 143-44). IV. References: A. Matthew 28:1-10, esp. v. 6, “He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” B. Luke 24:1-12, esp. v. 5-7, “Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth;, they said to them, ‘Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, saying, The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’” 59



C. Mark 16:1-8; John 20:1-10; Revelation 2:8



The Literal Return of Jesus Christ I. “It is peculiarly a Scriptural doctrine. It is not, on the one hand, a dream of ignorant fanatics, not, on the other, a creation of speculative theologians; but it is a truth divinely revealed, and recorded in the Bible with marked clearness, emphasis and prominence” (Torrey, IV, 301, written by Prof. Charles R. Erdman of Princeton). II. References - the Lord’s return will be: A. Personal, Acts 1:11, “who also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you say Him go into heaven.’” B. Glorious, Luke 9:26; Titus 2:13 C. Imminent, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; 1:9-10. Conclusion: Do these biblical truths represent only a system of religious belief to be memorized and recited back at the appropriate time, or do they represent the Truth of the True God Who has given the believer life, everlasting life? Will not the true believer live his life here on earth in complete harmony with these wonderful and eternal doctrines of the Christian Faith as declared in the Bible, the Holy Word of God?
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