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Trinity Episcopal Church



The Messenger Volume 18, Issue 2



Welcome to Trinity, a holy and welcoming place where all are called to serve in Christ.
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February 2015



Rector’s Reflections On Sunday January 25th, we held our Annual Meeting. In the course of a little more than an hour we:  Watched a slide show with pictures from the past year, and what a year  Received a report on Trinity’s finances  Kicked off a second pledge campaign  Enjoyed the choir’s performance of “We are the Very Model of a Today’s Episcopalian”  Elected John Ehrisman, Faye Mackovic, and John Rogers to the vestry  Thanked retiring vestry member Laura Baillie for her service  And even worked through some technical difficulties Towards the end of our meeting, we also handed out a sheet of paper and invited people to finish the following sentence “A year from now, if you were to look back and think ‘this has been a really good year at Trinity’ it would be because (fill-in the blank).” There were a number of different



responses, but the most common by a significant margin was that people wanted to see new members joining Trinity. I am guessing that answer isn’t a surprise to anyone, especially given that it reflects the surveys taken as a part of the search process! Yet, as a wise vestry member once reminded me… “Every Church wants to grow, just like every business wants to make more money. The $100 question is: How do you accomplish that?” Moreover, figuring out the “how” has to do with getting clear about the “why”. Why are we so interested in growing? If we want to grow to balance the bottom line, then we will inevitably fail! After all, who goes to Church to be a solution to a budget deficit? If we want to grow because we want to share a community that has helped us to lead full lives, then we will be much more likely to succeed. People come to Church looking for a community that will support them in living the kind of abundant lives that Christ promises us. Wanting the Church to grow is a



great start, but it is just that.



As I considered all this, I started to think about how plants grow. You can’t just will them to get bigger. Simply wanting a plant to grow will not in itself make the plant grow at all! That being said, to help a plant grow there are things you can do that will make a difference: you plant it where it will get enough sunlight and water, you make sure that there aren’t weeds around, you make sure the soil has the right ph levels and nutrients, etc.. So, how do we grow the Church? Unfortunately, you can’t simply will it to happen. Just like with nurturing a plant, to help the Church grow we must tend to the things we can control: we have to be intentional about keeping God at the center of our (Continued on page 2)
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shared life; we have to know who we are; we have to do an exceptional job welcoming those who come through our doors for the first time; we have to invite new people to join us; we have to give people the space to explore the Big Questions; we have to continue to look for ways to serve the community around us.



But make no mistake, growing is something that will be the result of each of us playing our part. Growing will be the result of a thousand small decisions. In the year ahead, we will be looking for ways to build on our strengths so that others might find their way into this remarkable community we are blessed to have found. Together, by the grace of God, we can help create the conditions that will allow Trinity to grow in the years ahead. In my annual report,



Volume 18, Issue 2



I shared with you 4 initiatives that I believe will help us do just that (see Vestry recap page 6 for details). These are actionable and clear opportunities for us to prepare the ‘soil’. In light of our desire to grow, I challenge you to join me in making our coffee hour the most welcoming coffee hour in the world (but note that doesn’t mean overwhelming our guests). In particular, I invite us all to recognize that during coffee hour, the most important person in the room is the person who is alone. If someone has ventured into Millett Hall, it is because they are looking to make a connection of some sort. So, whether it is someone who has been around for a long time, or a new face to you



You are joyfully invited to join the people of Trinity for a



Celebration of New Ministry and Welcoming of Reverend Kevin Caruso as Rector on



Thursday February 5, 2015 at 7:00 pm at Trinity Episcopal Church 130 N. West Street Wheaton, IL 60187 Reception to follow in Millett Hall Childcare available Questions, please contact the parish office at 630-665-1101 or [email protected]



entirely, let’s be committed to making sure no one at coffee hour ends up standing or sitting alone! In the end, growth is going to happen because of a thousand small decisions made in the coming year. Are you up for the challenge? Will you be a part of helping Trinity grow? Kevin+



2015 Dinner Dance March 21, 2015 The 52nd Annual Dinner Dance is Saturday, March 21, 2015. Mark your calendars and start thinking about your special music requests. We'll be returning to the Glen Oak Country Club in Glen Ellyn. And back by popular demand - Mike and John will be spinning the tunes. Menu will include a beef, chicken, salmon and vegetarian selection. The price is the same as last year at $45 per person. Checks should be made payable to Trinity Episcopal Church and Dinner Dance on the memo line.



Sign-up sheets are on the Trinity Tidings Table or you can e-mail Steve Wilson at [email protected].



Please include your name and your meal selection. Indicate if you are sharing a table with a group, include the “name” for the table. If you have questions feel free to call Steve or Kris Wilson at 630.473.0630 (home) or 630.750.7030 (Steve’s cell). You can also contact Steve or Kris at [email protected]



or at [email protected].



See you there!
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WORSHIP AND FORMATION Wednesday Morning Adult Study The Wednesday Morning Adult Study will begin again on February 4 reading; Walking the Bible by Bruce Feiler. The group meets from 10:30 am-11:30 am in Millett Hall. Questions, contact Barbara Reiner, [email protected], 630-858-9456



The Gospel According to Mark is unique because it is generally recognized as the foundation on which both Matthew and Luke are built. It would, therefore, be hard to overstate Mark’s importance. Fully two thirds of Mark can be found in both Matthew and Luke. Further, we are currently in Year B of our Lectionary, which focuses on the Gospel of Mark. The Saturday



morning study group has decided to explore this important statement of faith, beginning on Saturday, February 14. We will be at this study for about 10 or 12 weeks. We would be thrilled if you would join us for this exploration. We will even make coffee. The sessions begin at 9:30 am, and we commit to ending by 10:30 each week. If you have questions, please contact Jim Lanning, [email protected]



Worship and Imposition of Ashes-February 18 Holy Eucharist and Imposition of Ashes at 9:30 am, 12:00 pm & 7:30 pm in the Chapel. Please note that we have added the additional service at 12:00 noon. Questions, contact the church office, 630-6651101 [email protected],



Trinity Afternoon of Lenten Reflections Join us on Saturday February 28, 2015 beginning at 2:00 pm for an afternoon of reflection on the Sunday Gospels from the Lenten season. Following the 5:00 pm Eucharist, join us for a simple supper in Millett Hall. We will start our afternoon together at 2:00 pm with Noon Prayer, followed by reflections and discussion



and ending with the Saturday night Eucharist and simple supper. Join us for the entire afternoon or come for a part, all are welcome. Sign up sheet is on the Trinity Tidings table. Please sign up so that we can plan for supper. If you have any questions please contact Alison Bettisworth at [email protected].
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5:00 pm Eucharist and Friends & Family Dinner January 10, 2015



Discovering God Thank you to all who came to our Friends and Family Dinner. We had so much fun! The next one will be in March. Please mark your calendars for the Childrens’ Service February 15 at 10:00 am. Any child who would like to read, greet, or usher, please contact Laura Baillie.



Anyone 7th grade or older who is interested in confirmation should contact Michelle Dunlap. Please note our schedule for February: February 1-class February 8-class February 15-Children’s Service February 22-class



Any questions or comments please let us know. Laura Baillie- 630-738-0835 ([email protected]) Michelle Dunlap 630-260-1253 ([email protected]) Julio Martinez- 630-580-9051 ([email protected])



Holy Week Experience for Children We are planning an opportunity for children to learn about Jesus’ walk from Palm Sunday to Easter in a hands on and age appropriate way.



If you would be interested in helping make this a successful experience, please contact Fr. Kevin, 630-6651101 or [email protected]



We will reflect on: Palm Sunday, foot washing, Jesus’ last moments, and The Resurrection.



More information to come soon!
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PARISH LIFE Prayer Shawl Ministry



The meeting for Prayer Shawl Ministry will be held on Wednesday February 11 at 12:00 pm in Millet Hall. Please bring some lunch and your knitting. Everybody is invited. We are in need of knitters. You don’t have to come to the meetings to be



part of the Prayer Shawl Ministry. We have people who work and are not available for the meetings, but knit at home. If you have questions, call Joanne Furnish 630-585-5807.



Book Club



Join us on Thursday, February 12 at 7:00 pm for the February meeting of the Trinity Book Club. This month’s book is Let's Explore Diabetes with Owls, by David Sedaris. This book is available in hard cover, paperback and Kindle editions. It can also be found at the Wheaton Public Library.



Whether you love this book or hate it, come and join the conversation on the 12th! Questions? Contact Nancy Moore, [email protected].



Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper



February 17



5:30-7:00 pm



Shrove Tuesday (also known as, Pancake Tuesday) is the day preceding Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent. Enjoy food, fun, and fellowship from 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm in Millett Hall. The menu includes: pancakes, sausages, applesauce and beverages. Cost: $5.00 adults and children under 12 free. Questions contact the church office at 630-6651101 or [email protected]



St. Julian’s Guild



FourS



St Julian’s will meet on Thursday, February 19 at 12:30 pm in Millet Hall. Our own Nancy Lanning and Susie Croll are doing a program on Altar Guild. They will be talking about and showing Vestments (hardware and yard goods) that are used for Holy Eucharist. Everybody is



invited. Questions call Joanne Furnish 630-585-5807 or Helen Mensing 630-682-3324.



Trinity Women’s group is becoming a FourS! We are changing our name to more truly represent our ongoing dedication to the Service, Spiritual and Social Selves of the women of Trinity.



service, spirit, self and as we deepen our understanding and expand our activities in the outside community. We will meet on February 19 at 7:00 pm for discussion, prayer, and fellowship. Questions, contact Jodi Massie 630-640-1868, [email protected] or Nancy Moore 630-668-2919, [email protected]



Please join us in our new adventure. Any woman in the congregation can be a part of FourS. We will explore
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January 2015 Vestry Meeting Recap Editor’s note: This brief summary of topics discussed during the Vestry’s monthly meetings is part of the Vestry’s continuing commitment to provide Trinity members with an update in the Messenger on Vestry proceedings. The Vestry met for its regular monthly meeting on January 17. The meeting opened with prayer and bible study led by Father Kevin. The budget discussion for 2015 reviewed the underlying math resulting in an $84,000 deficit: (1) A $22,000 deficit rolling over from the 2014 budget. (2) On the 2015 income side, $35,000 in pledge income was lost due to deaths and relocations. (3) $30,000 of our music budget was supported by an extraordinary gift in 2014 which now would have to be paid for out of our General Operating Budget in 2015. The decision was made that the most faithful way to respond to these numbers is to share them with the congregation at the annual meeting and invite the members of Trinity to prayerfully consider increasing their pledges. A mailing about this second pledge campaign will be sent to all parishioners following the annual meeting. In addition to the financial and election portion of the 2015 Annual Meeting, other objectives for the meeting were discussed that build on the positive momentum that has been created with the recent transition as well as focus on relationships. Along these lines, four initiatives for 2015 will be presented at the annual meeting: First 5 minutes @ coffee hour: Every Sunday, an announcement along these lines will be made - “During the first 5 minutes of coffee hour, I invite you to spend the time speaking with someone you don’t know, or someone you don’t know well because at Trinity we believe our walk with God is rooted in our relationships with one another.” The Ministry of Invitation: Most people do not end up getting involved in a ministry because an announcement is made on a Sunday. Most people get involved because they are invited to. This year, we want to be a congregation that takes seriously the



ministry of invitation. Pay attention to the people around you, and if you think they might have a gift for a particular ministry or they might enjoy a particular event, then invite them! You don’t have to be a Lector to encourage someone else to explore that ministry. Vestry Prayers: Over the course of the year, we will be praying for each member of our congregation by name at one of our Vestry meetings. Please expect a call from a Vestry member who will ask whether there is anything in particular you would like us to be mindful of when we pray for you and your household. As Christians, we are a community who holds one another in prayer and we thought it helpful and appropriate for the Vestry to be intentional about this practice in the coming year. Sermon Talk Back (monthly): Sermons are meant to be a response that invites a dialogue between our lives and the passages of scripture read in worship. Once a month, after each service, there will be an opportunity to join Father Kevin or Deacon Jim Lanning for a conversation on the day’s readings and sermon. Father Kevin reported in his monthly Rector’s Report that in addition to continuing to meet with individuals and groups at Trinity, he also has spent time with some of the homebound members of the parish. He asked the Vestry for names of those who have not been seen at Trinity for a while, so that he might reach out to them. Thrive Initiative: Thrive is a two-year learning initiative for clergy and lay leaders in the Diocese of Chicago. Its purpose is to bring together parish leaders who want to strengthen the overall life and health of their congregations. The first Thrive retreat took place January 9 and 10 for Trinity’s Travel team of Barbara Byington, Charles Wilcox, Kathy Brown and Father Kevin. All participating congregations are expected to establish a Thrive Home Accountability Team with whom team members will meet regularly to discuss and apply program learnings. The building of that team is in process at Trinity. John Rogers and Alison Bettisworth will be the liaisons between the Thrive teams and the Vestry.



Celebration of New Ministry: Plans for the Celebration of New Ministry and Welcoming of The Reverend Kevin Caruso as Rector on Thursday February 5 at 7 pm are progressing. Bishop Lee will be present. The reception afterwards will be ‘pot luck’ with parishioners being asked to bring a finger food appetizer or dessert. Those ministries who wish to participate in the presentation of symbolic gifts during the service need to send a description to Bernie Ishmael in the parish office by January 27. Greeters will be needed for this service. Vestry Work Day: The work day will be on Saturday, February 28 from 8 am to 1 pm. New Vestry members will meet with Father Kevin and the wardens for an orientation prior to the work day. Greeter Scheduling: The online scheduling tool now includes the greeter ministry. All are welcome to join this ministry. Coffee Hour Hosts: Based on the success of the Outreach coffee hour/mini rally day last fall, other ministries are encouraged to do something similar during the year and to use the coffee hour they host to spotlight their ministry. Susie Croll is working on this schedule. In conjunction with this, participants in the sponsoring ministry would be recognized during worship that weekend. Adult Formation: Alison Bettisworth announced that there will be an evening Lenten series beginning on Thursday, February 26. She asked that members of the Vestry work with Nancy Lanning to host the simple supper (soup/salad/ bread) that will be a part of the evening. There are also plans for a Lenten ‘afternoon of reflection’ on February 28 similar to the one that took place during Advent this past December. Outgoing Vestry member Laura Baillie talked about her experience on the Vestry and was thanked for her contributions over the past three years. The meeting closed with a prayer. Any questions regarding the content of the Vestry Recap may be directed to Diane Fox, Senior Warden, 630-6903225 or Alison Bettisworth, Junior Warden, 630-887-7885.
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I’d like to thank everyone for their prayers and sympathy cards after my father’s death. February Collection for Sincerely, Tom Potter Trinity’s regular monthly People’s
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People’s Resource Center



Resource Center collection takes place on the weekend of February 14 & 15. This month we are collecting toothpaste and toothbrushes.



Collection bins are located at the front of the chapel and in the hallway outside of Millett Hall. Questions contact the church office: 630665-1101 or [email protected]



Trinity Episcopal Church 130 N. West St. Wheaton, IL 60187-5062



Change Service Requested



We’re on the web! www.trinitywheaton.org



The Messenger Trinity’s Worship Schedule Saturdays, 5:00 pm, Holy Eucharist, Chapel Sundays, 8:00 am, Holy Eucharist, Chapel and 10:00 am, Holy Eucharist, Church Nursery care available Sundays from 9:30 am - 11:00 am Sunday School, 9:30 am, Sundays Lower Level, September thru May Tuesdays, 6:30 am, Morning Prayer, Chapel



Wednesdays, 9:30 am, Holy Eucharist, Chapel



Trinity Episcopal Church 130 N. West St. Wheaton, IL 60187 (Phone) 630-665-1101 (Fax) 630-752-0436 E-mail: [email protected] Website: www.trinitywheaton.org



Trinity Staff The Rev. Kevin Caruso, Rector The Rev. Dcn. James C. Lanning Pastoral Care Coordinator Larry Fisher, Music Director Tim Bowlby, Bell Director Robert Ward, Organist Bernie Ishmael, Parish Administrator Christina Ponstein, Bookkeeper Sue Tarleton, Nursery Supervisor Diane Fox, Chapel Wedding Coordinator
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