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Infrastructure + Alibaba + English Natives I know you loved infrastructure software and I know you are a guru at low-level stuff. But you didn’t seem to be able to find yourself doing too great of a thing anywhere. There are definitely exciting projects going on in some large companies of Silicon Valley. For examples, very large scale of cluster and resource management, contributing to docker software with lines of Go, docker-native kernel and OS, debugging some nasty Linux 4.4 bugs, writing a brand new storage system that is distributed with all new hardware gadgets like nvRAM, developing some RDMA or DPDK performance overhaul, working on a new garbage collector for Java, and so on. The only problem is, you don’t get to do it. There are always some seemingly “more experienced” programmers that are in charge of solving those really hardcore infrastructure problems, but you know you are actually better! If you have the above what I call the “chicken-hatching syndrome”, meaning you want to produce and you want to demonstrate yourself to be the best, yet you can’t find a good nest to hatch, ENTER ALIBABA. In case you did not know, Alibaba is a NYSE traded company with a market cap of about $260 billon. It is growing at 30-50% each year revenue-wise, because it does business of what Amazon, eBay and PayPal do (combined, so they are ANDs not ORs). Notably, its cloud service (Aliyun) is growing even more rapidly, injecting a new revenue stream into already-established e-commerce body of Alibaba. Your infrastructure instinct already tells you that Alibaba needs you. Yes, most definitely, because its infrastructure has to be the best, with no margin of inefficiency, simply due to its sheer size. Any imperfection costs us money, a lot of them. I look to you for the rescue. We do all crazy projects, including the mentioned ones at above, plus any other imaginable infrastructure pieces that you can help think of. You will be able to pilot them, because we’re starting many of those projects anew. I truly believe this is rare opportunity for someone like 



you and you should definitely join me to do it together. Although I’m in charge of Infrastructure Software, I will be more like a programmer co-worker to you than a boss, because I’m also an infrastructure software engineer by heart, just like you. There may just be one remaining problem and you talk to yourself, that you don’t know how to speak Mandarin. I took care of this for you. You may work in Silicon Valley, as we have offices in San Mateo and Santa Clara, and you don’t have to speak Chinese. We have been working on internationalizing our workforce and it becomes ready to serve someone like you to make you feel native. 



Still hesitating? Talk to me on Facebook or LinkedIn. Ready to send your resume? Send it to [email protected] Several proposed projects: 1. Docker-based Borg-like cluster and resource management system We’re looking for people who are very experienced with virtualization and container technology to build a new resource management system based on docker. Very large scale and very complicated scenarios guaranteed. 



2. New generation storage system We will build a new distributed storage system that’s designed to be optimized with network and other hardware. This new system will help isolation of computation and storage yet without losing too much data locality, which is still much needed for machine learning and many other scenarios. 3. Docker-native kernel and OS Ready to build a new kernel or OS? We find this both challenging and necessary for our more and more docker-intensive environment. We look for true kernel and OS experts to explore in this direction that very few company cares about. 4. State of the art JVM Alibaba is a Java house. We use our own JDK. We will eventually open source ours. Will these three statements ring any bells to you? Come to join us to work on the hardest problem in Java, including resource containment inside JVM, co-routines, garbage collector, serializations, etc. Any one of these new features will be badly needed by many Java programmers in the world. 5. DNS, VR, Capacity planning and many others We actually have a broad spectrum of many other projects, including whole suite of software optimization toolsets, capacity planning software with machine learning, DDoS resilient DNS services for China nation, Virtual Reality (VR) Platform SDK that helps phone apps to quickly build VR applications, and still others. What’s even greater, if you find something interesting but not listed here, and you can convince us Alibaba should be doing it, give that a try! I have all ears for you here. 
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