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51 Tamal Vista Blvd., Corte Madera and 1 Ferry Bldg., San Francisco • January - February 2017, No. 1 415-927-0960 (Marin) • 415-835-1020 (San Francisco) • 800-999-7909 (orders) • www.bookpassage.com



Give a big welcome to our new bookstore



Book Passage



2017 Launch Event



Anthony Marra The Tsar of Love & Techno



in Sausalito



Grand Opening Party



Sat., Feb. 4, 4:00 pm We didn’t think we could find a location that was closer to the bay than our store in the Ferry Building, but we’ve managed to do in our new Book Passage “bythe-Bay” in Sausalito. For more about it, see pg.13



Zadie Smith Jan. 11, 7:00 pm



One Book One Marin



Be there when we cut the ribbon to welcome this newest member of the Book Passage family.



Ayelet Waldman Douglas Preston Raghavan Iyer Jan. 12, 7:00 pm Jan. 13, 7:00 pm Jan. 15, 12:30 pm Ferry Building



Wed., Feb. 1 • 7:00 pm Corte Madera store From Anthony Marra, award-winning author of A Constellation of Vital Phenomena, comes The Tsar of Love and Techno, a collection of dazzling, stories about family, sacrifice, the legacy of war, and the redemptive power of art. The launch party at Book Passage kicks off a threemonth celebration at libraries schools, and other locations throughout Marin. (see pg. 5)



Anne Lamott On Writing



Sat., May 13 • 1:00 - 4:00 pm • Corte Madera • $160 Give yourself or the writer in your world the memorable experience of an afternoon with Anne Lamott. Anne Lamott is the bestselling author of Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life, as well as of Small Victories, Hard Laughter and other acclaimed novels and essays. (see pg. 21)



January-February 2017



Author Events in Corte Madera Author Events in San Francisco Author Events in Sausalito Writing Conferences Language Classes Writing & Art Classes Behind the Shelves Elaine’s & Luisa’s Picks Joyce Carol Oates Min Jin Lee Ian Rankin Yiyun Li Feb. 12, 4:00 pm Feb. 15, 7:00 pm Feb. 19, 4:00 pm Feb. 21, 7:00 pm The Storyteller Cooks with Books 



p. 2 p. 10 p. 13 p. 14 p. 16 p. 18 p. 22 p. 24 p. 26 Back







Book Passage • January - February 2017



Author Events in



Corte Madera



Michael Klassen



Thurs., Jan. 5, 7:00 pm Hippie, Inc. tells the story of the original hippie community, which shaped the most commercially lucrative social movement in American history. Michael Klassen is a marketing professor at the University of Northern Iowa.



James Demmert



Fri., Jan. 6, 7:00 pm In his new book, The Journey To Wealth, Bay Area investment management consultant James Demmert suggests ways to grow and manage real wealth. Demmert has been managing investment portfolios for institutional and individual investors for over 20 years.



Cathy Anello



Sat., Jan. 7, 1:00 pm Six Months to Live: Making Each Day Matter asks the question, “If you were told you only had six months to live, what would you be doing differently than what you are doing today?” Cathy Anello is an angel-card intuitive, author, fitness instructor and mentor.



Leon Borensztein



Sat., Jan. 7, 4:00 pm Photographer Leon Borensztein began this project 30 years ago when his daughter was born with disabilities. He started photographing her before she was born and never stopped. Sharon offers a unique view of disability and the challenges of single parenthood.



Selena Bartlett



Mon., Jan. 9, 7:00 pm When neuroscientist Dr. Selena Bartlett discovered that sugar has the same effect on the brain as alcohol and nicotine, it was a light-bulb moment. MiGGi Matters: How to Train Your Brain to Manage Stress and Trim Your Body shows how to become aware of those moments and how to respond instead of react to them.



Mehri Dadgar



Tues., Jan. 10, 7:00 pm A Prison Story: Iran tells a young woman’s story of joining the opposition to the new Islamic regime when her dream of a free society fails to materialize. Mehri Dadgar joined the movement against the Shah and participated in the 1979 revolution in Iran.



Zadie Smith • Wed., Jan. 11 • see page 3 Julie King Wed., Jan. 11, 7:00 pm For over 35 years, parents have turned to How to Talk So Kids Will Listen & Listen So Kids Will Talk for its respectful and effective solutions to the unending challenges of raising children. Now Julie King has tailored How to Talk’s powerful communication skills to children ages two to seven.



Ayelet Waldman



Thurs., Jan. 12, 7:00 pm A Really Good Day: How Microdosing Made a Mega Difference in My Mood, My Marriage, and My Life is the eye-opening, hilarious, and utterly enthralling account of how author Ayelet Waldman (Love and Treasure, Red Hook Road) experimented with microdoses of LSD in an effort to treat a debilitating mood disorder.



Leslie Keenan



Douglas Preston • Fri., Jan. 13 • see page 3 Jennifer Monahan



James L’etoile



Charles Vogl Tues., Jan. 17, 7:00 pm



Sat., Jan. 7, 7:00 pm Have you started a book but haven’t been able to finish it? In You Can Complete That Book!, you will learn the reasons writers get stuck, and how to get back in the flow and write effortlessly. Leslie Keenan is a writing coach, teacher and editor with 30 years’ experience. Sun., Jan. 8, 1:00 pm What would you do to save your child? At What Cost, James L’Etoile’s debut mystery, is a heart-stopping thrill ride that will keep readers guessing at every turn. Fans of Michael Connelly and Thomas Perry won’t be able to put this down. L’Etoile is an experienced Associate Warden and former hostage negotiator.



Sat., Jan. 14, 7:00 pm Left Coast Writers Event® In This Trip Will Change Your Life: Shaman’s Story of Spirit Evolution, Jennifer Monahan recounts her spur-of-the-moment trip to Yucatan, Mexico, and her chance meeting with a Mayan shaman that changed her life forever. Drawing on 3,000 years of history and his own experience, Charles Vogl lays out seven principles for growing enduring, effective, and connected communities. The Art of Community: Seven Principles for Belonging is a guide for leaders seeking to build a vibrant, living entity that will greatly enrich its members’ lives.
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Joan Stanford



Wed., Jan. 18, 7:00 pm At 42, Joan Stanford discovered a creative process for insight and healing that allowed her to start making art. In The Art of Play, she shares her journey through art and poetry to show how paying attention to the imagery in our lives can expand our awareness and joy.



Elizabeth McKenzie



Thurs., Jan. 19, 7:00 pm The Portable Veblen, longlisted for the 2016 National Book Award for fiction, is a dazzlingly original novel that’s as big-hearted as it is laugh-out-loud funny. Elizabeth McKenzie is the author of a collection, Stop That Girl, and the novel MacGregor Tells the World.



Lindsey Lee Johnson



Fri., Jan. 20, 7:00 pm The Most Dangerous Place on Earth is the debut novel from Lindsey Lee Johnson, and perfect for readers of Everything I Never Told You and Prep, unleashing a colorful cast of characters into one of the world’s most dangerous places: the American high school.



Christine Marie Mason



Sat., Jan. 21, 4:00 pm There are more people living alone than at any time in history, and more depression than ever recorded. In Indivisible: Coming Home to Our Deep Connection, Christine Marie Mason offers a transformational story about a deep human journey to the heart of connection.



Charlotte Stewart



Sat., Jan. 21, 7:00 pm With co-author Andy Demsky Charlotte Stewart is known for her role as Miss Beadle on the TV show, Little House on the Prairie. In Little House in the Hollywood Hills, Stewart recalls how she kept her humanity and humor in the face of immense adversity.







An Evening with



Zadie Smith Swing Time



Wed., Jan. 11 • 7:00 pm • Corte Madera store • Tickets: $30 (includes signed book) Two brown girls dream of being dancers— but only one, Tracey, has talent. The other has ideas: about rhythm and time, about black bodies, black music, and what makes a person truly free. Dazzlingly energetic and deeply human, Swing Time is a story about friendship and music and stubborn roots, about how we are shaped by these things and how we can survive them. Zadie Smith is the bestselling author of White Teeth, The Autograph Man, On Beauty, Changing My Mind, and NW. Call (415) 927-0960 ext. 1 or visit bookpassage.com for details



Douglas Preston The Lost City of the Monkey God



Fri., Jan. 13 • 7:00 pm • Corte Madera store • free A five-hundred-year-old legend. An ancient curse. A stunning medical mystery. And a pioneering journey into the unknown heart of the world’s densest jungle. Suspenseful and shocking, filled with colorful history, hair-raising adventure, and dramatic twists of fortune, The Lost City of the Monkey God is the absolutely true, eyewitness account of one of the great discoveries of the twenty-first century from bestselling author Douglas Preston.



Join us for a special author reception



Tickets: $32 (includes signed book & refreshments) • 6:30 p.m Book Passage invites you join Douglas Preston for a special pre-event author reception at 6:30 pm!



“Microbiome Summit”



Dr. Emeran Mayer with Erica & Justin Sonnenburg



Sat., Jan. 21 • 1:00 pm • Corte Madera store • free In The Mind-Gut Connection, Dr. Emeran Mayer, professor of medicine and executive director of the UCLA Center for Neurobiology of Stress, offers a revolutionary and provocative look at the power of the mind-gut connection. The Good Gut from Erica and Justin Sonnenburg offers a new plan for health that focuses on how to nourish your microbiota, including recipes and a menu plan.
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Author Events in



Corte Madera



Sheila Kohler



Sun., Jan. 22, 1:00 pm When Sheila Kohler was 37, she received the news that her sister Maxine was killed in a car accident. Once We Were Sisters is a stunningly beautiful, heartrending literary memoir about the tragic death of the author’s beloved older sister and a tribute to their bond.



Will Schwalbe



Sun., Jan. 22, 4:00 pm From Will Schwalbe, the author of the beloved N.Y. Times bestselling The End of Your Life Book Club, comes Books for Living, an inspiring and magical exploration of the power of books to shape our lives in an era of constant connectivity.



John Hart



Mon., Jan. 23, 7:00 pm John Hart’s second poetry volume, Storm Camp, draws a lot on his experiences as a rock climber and mountaineer—scenery in which some readers find religious overtones. Hart is the author of sixteen books and a recipient of the Commonwealth Club Medal in California.



Martin & Dorothie Hellman



Tues., Jan. 24, 7:00 pm How would you like it if you never had another fight or argument? In A New Map for Relationships, readers are invited to eavesdrop as Dorothie and Martin Hellman reveal the secrets that allowed them to reclaim true love from a marriage on the brink of failure.



James Hamblin



Wed., Jan. 25, 7:00 pm In conversation with Alexis Madrigal In 2014, James Hamblin launched a series of videos for The Atlantic. With it, the doctorturned-journalist established himself as an authority in the field of health. If Our Bodies Could Talk is a comprehensive guide that both entertains and educates in equal doses.



Melissa Hartwig & Danielle Walker



Thurs., Jan. 26, 7:00 pm Still think the Whole30 is a diet? You won’t after you see the recipes featured in Whole30 Cookbook from co-creator Melissa Hartwig. Against All Grain Celebrations features 125 recipes for grain-free, dairy-free, gluten-free comfort food dishes from bestselling author Danielle Walker.



Jon Boilard



Thurs., Jan. 26, 7:00 pm Settright Road is a collection of 20 short stories and one longer piece of fiction, all set in and around a string of busted Massachusetts mill towns during the cocaine-fueled 1980s. Jon Boilard lets loose these characters against a backdrop of the abject poverty that sits in stark contrast to the lush New England scenery.



Jon Else



Fri., Jan. 27, 7:00 pm True South: Henry Hampton and “Eyes on the Prize,” the Landmark Television Series That Reframed the Civil Rights Movement is the inside story of one of the most important and influential TV shows in history. Author Jon Else served as Hampton’s series producer.



Rachel Abrams



Sat., Jan. 28, 11:00 am In Bodywise: Discovering Your Body’s Intelligence for Lifelong Health and Healing, Dr. Rachel Abrams shows readers not only how to recognize and treat the symptoms that plague them, but also offers strategies for optimum health and lifelong healing.



Steph Jagger



Sat., Jan. 28, 1:00 pm What hiking was for Cheryl Strayed, skiing became for Steph Jagger. Electrifying and heartfelt, Unbound is Jagger’s story—an odyssey of courage and self-discovery that, like Wild and Eat, Pray, Love, will inspire readers to remove their own restraining devices and pursue the life they are meant to lead.



Jeffrey Siger



Sat., Jan. 28, 4:00 pm In Santorini Caesars, a young demonstrator is publicly singled out and assassinated by highly trained killers in the heart of Athens. In bestselling author Jeffrey Siger’s latest, Chief Inspector Andreas Kaldis is convinced the killing was meant not to take out a target, but as a message.



Paulette Jiles



Sun., Jan. 29, 4:00 pm News of the World follows a soldier and an orphan as they embark on a 400-mile journey through post-Civil War Texas to deliver the child to her relatives. Paulette Jiles is the bestselling author of Cousins, a memoir; and four novels, including Enemy Women.
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Susan Sherman



Mon., Jan. 30, 7:00 pm Set in the early 1900s, If You Are There follows young Lucia Rutkowski who, thanks to the influence of her beloved grandmother, escapes the Warsaw ghetto to work as a kitchen maid in one of the wealthiest neighborhoods in the bustling city of Paris. Susan Sherman is the author of The Little Russian.



Brunonia Barry



Tues., Jan. 31, 7:00 pm Brunonia Barry returns to her contemporary, otherworldly Salem with The Fifth Petal, a complex brew of suspense, seduction, and murder. Barry is the New York Times and international bestselling author of The Lace Reader and The Map of True Places.



Kira Reginato



Sat., Feb. 4, 1:00 pm In Tips for Helping Your Aging Parents (Without Losing Your Mind), Kira Reginato creates a compassionate and straightforward guide filled with expert tips for adult children of aging parents. Reginato is a gerontologist, elder care manager, and consultant.



Lou Ann Granger







One Book One Marin 2017 Launch Event



Anthony Marra The Tsar of Love & Techno



Wed., Feb. 1 • 7:00 pm • Corte Madera store From Anthony Marra, the author of National Book Critics Circle award-winning A Constellation of Vital Phenomena, comes The Tsar of Love and Techno, a collection of dazzling, poignant, and lyrical interwoven stories about family, sacrifice, the legacy of war, and the redemptive power of art. The launch party at Book Passage kicks off the celebration and introduces the author and programming events that take place during the months of February, March and April. Most events take place at city and community libraries throughout Marin and are geared around themes of the novel. The One Book One Marin program will conclude with a special event in Spring 2017 on April 13 at Do- minican University’s Angelico Hall, featuring Anthony Marra and KQED host Michael Krasny in conversation. One Book One Marin events are free and open to the public.



Sat., Feb. 4, 4:00 pm Lou Ann Granger believes that important life questions can be answered through the magic of voyages to faraway places. With Love for the Journey: Life Lessons from the Artist’s Journal is an evocative illustrated travel memoir of her quest for meaning along the road.



Literary Luncheons



Leah Steinberg



Fri., Mar. 24 • 12:00 pm • $55 A powerful story about a family, separated by circumstances, culture, and distance, The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane paints an unforgettable portrait of a little known region and its people and celebrates the bond that connects mothers and daughters. Lisa See is the New York Times bestselling author of Snow Flower and the Secret Fan and Shanghai Girls.



Sat., Feb. 4, 7:00 pm Leah Steinberg’s father and uncle worked on the secret undertaking that developed the first atomic bombs. In Raised in the Shadow of the Bomb, Steinberg explores how her extended nuclear family was affected by growing up at this time in history.



West Marin Review



Sun., Feb. 5, 1:00 pm Join West Marin Review for an afternoon of authors’ and artists’ work that was published in West Marin Review, Volume 7. The awardwinning literary and arts journal features prose, poetry, art and sometimes music selected from contributors across the nation.



Book Passage hosts literary luncheons with celebrated authors at our Corte Madera store. Luncheons are catered by Insalata’s Restaurant. Tickets include lunch and a signed book. Call (415) 927-0960 ext. 1 or visit bookpassage.com to reserve tickets.



Lisa See



Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney



Wed., Apr. 5 • 12:00 pm • $55 Every family has its problems. The Nest is a warm, funny and acutely perceptive debut novel about four adult siblings and the fate of the shared inheritance that has shaped their choices and their lives. Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney lives in Los Angeles with her husband and children. She has an MFA from Bennington College.
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Author Events in



Corte Madera



Stephanie Garber



Mon., Feb. 6, 6:00 pm In conversation with Veronica Rossi Welcome, welcome to Caraval—Stephanie Garber’s sweeping tale of the unbreakable bond between two sisters. Mystery surrounds the invitation-only Caraval, but when she is finally asked to attend, she learns there is more there than meets the eye.



Larry Cohen



Mon., Feb. 6, 6:00 pm Introduced by Kathy Kublick How do trees help reduce violence? Prevention Diaries examines the unexpected yet empirically predictable relationships that shape our health. Larry Cohen is founder and Executive Director of the Prevention Institute.



Helen Horowitz



Tues., Feb. 7, 7:00 pm How did Provence become a land of desire and an alluring landscape for the American holiday? In A Taste for Provence, historian Helen Horowitz digs into this question and spins a wonderfully appealing tale of how Provence became “Provence.”



Steve Early



Wed., Feb. 8, 7:00 pm In conversation with Norman Solomon In 2012, when reporter Steve Early moved from New England to Richmond, he witnessed a surprising transformation. In Refinery Town: Big Oil, Big Money, and the Remaking of an American City, Early chronicles ten years of successful community organizing.



Hob Osterlund



Thurs., Feb. 9, 7:00 pm Hob Osterlund moved to Hawaii after being visited in a dream by an ancestor. It is from the island of Kauai that Holy Moli takes flight. Osterlund relates a true tale of courage, celebration and grief—of patience, affection and resilience.



Arielle Ford



Thurs., Feb. 9, 7:00 pm Twenty years ago, author Arielle Ford created a system to manifest her soulmate using the timeless principles of the Law of Attraction. Inkspirations Love by Design contains simple yet specific exercises and information to create the frequency of love in your life.



Austin Granger



Sat., Feb. 11, 1:00 pm Ten years in the making, Austin Granger’s Elegy from the Edge of a Continent: Photographing Point Reyes is an earnest beacon to an extraordinary place. This work is both a heartfelt memoir to a singular land, and a luminous meditation on how we make, and are made by, the world around us.



Acharya Shunya



Sat., Feb. 11, 4:00 pm Ayurveda Lifestyle Wisdom is a breakthrough book for yoga practitioners, spiritual seekers, and anyone ready to learn a doable approach to this time-tested art and science of health and well-being. Acharya Shunya is an internationally recognized spiritual teacher.



John Hewitt



Sat., Feb. 11, 7:00 pm Left Coast Writers Event® In Reptile Wines, wine country tour guide Miles Trout vows to find the truth behind the suspicious public death of his cousin, Reptile Wines co-owner Lucky Tarpitz. John Hewitt has worked as a reporter, editor, and documentary film producer.



Suzun Lucia Lamaina



Sat., Feb. 11, 7:00 pm Published in conjunction with the 50th anniversary of the Black Panther Party, Revolutionary Grain: Celebrating the Spirit of the Black Panthers In Portraits and Stories is Suzun Lucia Lamaina’s social documentary photographic essay about former members of the Black Panther Party.



Raphael Block



Sun., Feb. 12, 1:00 pm In Strings of Shining Silence, Raphael Block pulls the seen and unseen together. His poetry reflects empathy for all life, resulting in a luminous collection that together becomes a love song to the Holy. The poems are simple, unadorned and deeply felt—they will take you back to where you belong.



Joyce Carol Oates



Sun., Feb. 12, 4:00 pm In this striking, enormously affecting novel, Joyce Carol Oates tells the story of two very different and yet intimately linked American families. A Book of American Martyrs is a stunning, timely depiction of an issue hotly debated on a national stage but which makes itself felt most lastingly in communities torn apart by violence and hatred.
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Min Jin Lee



Thurs, Feb. 16, 7:00 pm In conversation with Elaine Petrocelli Profoundly moving and gracefully told, Pachinko follows one Korean family through the generations. Min Jin Lee’s debut novel, Free Food for Millionaires, was one of the “Top 10 Novels of the Year” for The Times (London), NPR’s Fresh Air, and USA Today.



Florence Williams



Fri., Feb. 17, 7:00 pm For centuries, poets and philosophers extolled the benefits of a walk in the woods. The Nature Fix demonstrates that our connection to nature is much more important to our cognition than we think. Florence Williams is a journalist and contributing editor to Outside magazine.



John Lescroart & K.J. Howe



Sat., Feb. 18, 4:00 pm The Freedom Broker, from ThrillerFest executive director K.J. Howe, follows Thea Paris, an elite kidnap and ransom specialist. John Lescroart’s Fatal is a riveting, surprising story about a terrorist attack that throws a shock into some already fragile affairs and personal relationships. Lescroart is the author of many great novels, including The Fall.



Ian Rankin



Sun., Feb. 19, 4:00 pm In Rather Be the Devil, Detective Inspector John Rebus investigates a cold case that has turned red hot once again. Rankin is an internationally bestselling novelist and the recipient of an Edgar Award, a Gold Dagger for fiction, and the Chandler-Fulbright Award.



Bay Area Travel Writers



2017 Awards Ceremony



Sat., Feb. 18 • 1:00 pm • Corte Madera store The Bay Area Travel Writers organization invites all to attend the awards ceremony for the 2017 BATW Best Travel Writing & Photography competition. The awards are given in such categories such as travel books, articles, websites, broadcasting, photography and more. Expected attendees include Laurie McAndish King (Lost, Kidnapped, Eaten Alive!), Andrea Granahan (It’s Greek to Me), and Robert Stone (Day Hikes Around Los Angeles). BATW is a professional organization of travel journalists, authors, broadcasters and photographers (BATW.org).







Emeritus Students College of Marin



Afternoon Author Series



ESCOM is delighted to partner with Book Passage to bring a free series of outstanding authors to the community.



College of Marin, Kentfield Library • 1:00-2:30 pm Free & Open to the Public



Michael Krasny Let There Be Laughter Fri., Feb. 10 • 1:00 - 2:30 pm



From Michael Krasny, the host of NPR affiliate’s Forum, comes Let There Be Laughter, an absolute pleasure for the chosen and goyim alike. This compendium of Jewish jokes packs the punches with hilarious riff after riff and also offers a window into Jewish culture.



Joel Selvin Altamont



Fri., Mar. 24 • 1:00 - 2:30 pm



Altamont explores rock’s darkest day, a fiasco that began well before the climactic death of Meredith Hunter and continued beyond that infamous December night. Joel Selvin is an award-winning journalist who has covered pop music for the San Francisco Chronicle since 1970.



Phil Cousineau The Art of Pilgrimage Fri., Apr. 28 • 1:00 - 2:30 pm



First published in 1998 and updated with a new preface by the author, The Art of Pilgrimage is a sacred travel guide in book form that is full of inspiration for the spiritual traveler. Phil Cousineau is an award-winning writer and filmmaker, teacher and editor, independent scholar and travel leader, storyteller and TV host. For more information call ESCOM: (415) 485-965.



The Image Flow welcomes



Larry Brilliant



Thurs., Feb. 2 • 7:00 pm • The Image Flow, Mill Valley Larry Brilliant’s path has brought him into close proximity with political leaders, spiritual masters, and cultural heroes. Brilliant’s incredible trajectory is chronicled in his memoir, Sometimes Brilliant: The Impossible Adventure of a Spiritual Seeker and Visionary Physician Who Helped Conquer the Worst Disease in History. For information, visit theimageflow.com/upcoming
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Author Events in



Corte Madera



Emily Fridlund



Mon., Feb. 20, 7:00 pm One of the daring literary debuts of the season, History of Wolves is a profound and propulsive novel from a new voice in American fiction. Winner of the McGinnis-Ritchie Award for its first chapter, Emily Fridlund is a writer of enormous range and talent.



Yiyun Li



Tues., Feb. 21, 7:00 pm In conversation with Michael David Lukas In her first nonfiction book, Yiyun Li explores her own battle with suicidal depression. Dear Friend, from My Life I Write to You in Your Life is a brilliant, moving and richly affirming examination of what makes life worth living.



Ethel Rohan



Wed., Feb. 22, 7:00 pm In conversation with Cara Black Set in rural, contemporary Ireland, The Weight of Him is an unforgettable, big-hearted novel about what can be achieved when we take control of our lives. Ethel Rohan is the author of two story collections, Goodnight Nobody and Cut Through the Bone.



Kevin Smokler



Thurs., Feb. 23, 7:00 pm In Brat Pack America, Kevin Smokler gives virtual tours of your favorite teen movies from the 1980s while also picking apart why these locations are so important to these movies. Smokler is the author of the essay collection Practical Classics.



Tim Dorsey



Fri., Feb. 24, 7:00 pm A storm is brewing for a cabal of bad guys gaming the Florida state lottery in Clownfish Blues, an insanely funny novel from the maestro of mayhem, Tim Dorsey. Dorsey was a reporter and editor for the Tampa Tribune from 1987 to 1999 and is the author of nineteen novels.



Sigrid Carter



Sat., Feb. 25, 1:00 pm Sigrid Carter’s life story, contained in Amazing Women: 4 German Girls, 25,000+ of Miles, 18 Months 0 Money, is worthy of becoming a movie. Carter’s story is rich with memories from across the globe, including shark-infested canoe rides, living with natives in the Amazon, and much more.



Alex George



Sat., Feb. 25, 4:00 pm From Alex George, the author of the “lyrical and compelling” (USA Today) novel A Good American, comes Setting Free the Kites, the powerful story of the unintended consequences that friendship, hope, and obsession impose on two families in crisis.



Deborah Crombie



Sat., Feb. 25, 7:00 pm In Garden of Lamentations, two Scotland Yard detectives are drawn into separate investigations that hold disturbing and deadly complications for their own lives in this powerful mystery from Deborah Crombie.



John Brooks



Sun., Feb. 26, 1:00 pm In The Girl Behind the Door: A Father’s Quest to Understand His Daughter’s Suicide, John Brooks shares what he learned in the wake of his daughter’s tragic suicide and offers a wake-up call that parents, mental health professionals, and teens should read.



Beth Kobliner



Tues., Feb. 28, 7:00 pm Co-Sponsored by Jump$tart Coalition From Beth Kobliner, the author of the bestselling personal finance bible Get a Financial Life comes Make Your Kid A Money Genius (Even If You’re Not) a new, must-have guide showing parents how to teach their children (from toddlers to young adults) to manage money in a smart way.



Save the Date!



MSNBC’s Chris Hayes



Tues., Mar. 28 • 1:00 pm • Corte Madera store America likes to tell itself that it inhabits a postracial world, yet nearly every empirical measure—wealth, unemployment, incarceration, school segregation—reveals that racial inequality has barely improved since 1968, when Richard Nixon became our first “law and order” president. A Colony in a Nation explains how a country founded on justice now looks like something uncomfortably close to a police state. How and why did Americans build a system where conditions in Ferguson and West Baltimore mirror those that sparked the American Revolution? Chris Hayes is the Emmy Award-winning host of All In with Chris Hayes on MSNBC, the New York Times bestselling author of Twilight of the Elites, and an editor-at-large at The Nation.
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Book Passage & Dominican University



Book Passage is pleased to work with the Institute for Leadership Studies at Dominican University of California in San Rafael to present an outstanding series of events.



For tickets, visit bookpassage.com/dominican or call (415) 927-0960 ext. 1



Paul Hawken



Mon., May 1, 7:00 pm



Co-Sponsored by Environmental Forum of Marin • Tickets: $35 (includes book) In Drawdown, renowned environmentalist Paul Hawken has assembled a team of over 200 scholars, scientists, policymakers, business leaders, and activists to illustrate the hundred most substantive solutions to combat climate change that together will not only slow down the growth of carbon emissions, but reverse them altogether.



Anthony Marra Thurs., Apr. 13, 7:00 pm One Book One Marin 2017 Caitlyn Jenner In conversation with Michael Krasny • Free & open to the public Join us as we celebrate Anthony Marra and his 2017 One Book One Marin award-winning book The Tsar of Love and Techno, a collection of dazzling, poignant, and lyrical interwoven stories about family, sacrifice, the legacy of war, and the redemptive power of art.







Wed., May 3, 7:00 pm



In conversation with Buzz Bissinger • Tickets: $40 (includes book) In her new memoir, Caitlyn Jenner and co-writer Buzz Bissinger chronicle her life as Bruce and her brave transition into womanhood. The book will cover Caitlyn’s childhood as Bruce Jenner and rise to fame as a gold-medal-winning Olympic decathlete; her marriages and relationships with her children; her transition; and her experience as the world’s most famous transgender woman.



Kids & Teens Stephanie Garber



Mon., Feb. 6, 6:00 pm In conversation with Veronica Rossi Welcome, welcome to Caraval—Stephanie Garber’s sweeping tale of the unbreakable bond between two sisters. Mystery surrounds the invitation-only Caraval, but when she is finally asked to attend, she learns there is more there than meets the eye.



Songs & Stories with Megan



Sundays at 10:30 am • Corte Madera



Join us on Sundays for songs and stories! Megan is a children’s music teacher, performer, and recording artist, offering classes and events in the North Bay. She has a degree in music therapy from the Berklee College of Music in Boston. www.musictimewithmegan.com



Book Passage Mock Caldecott 2017



Sat., Jan. 14 • 4:00-7:00 pm • Marin store • $20 The Caldecott Medal is given every year to the most distinguished illustrated book for children. But what is the Mock Caldecott? These somewhat cheeky programs are held all over the country to give readers a chance at a little fun predicting the awards. During this evening of wine and discussion, we’ll read the award-criteria of the American Library Association, judge the books ourselves, and vote on the winners. Reservations required Call (415) 927-0960 ext. 1



INK



Books for Not-Quite-Young-Adults A drop-in book group for kids age 8–12 • Corte Madera store • 6:00–7:00 pm • Third Friday of the month • New members welcome INK is a lively group of kids who love books (and a few who didn’t know how wonderful books were until they came to a meeting). There are many perks of membership, including the opportunity to read books before they arrive in the store, meet authors, and recommend books to other INK members. And the members of INK write books! And they edit them, design them, print them, and publish them. And when they stand up in front of an audience at Book Passage and present them, we couldn’t be more proud. Come on by and get a copy of their two books Dragon Mist and the just-released Dragon Fire: Only kids could live it…only kids could write it Setting off across the ice, Omara, Thrax, Josh, and Charlotte are determined to find the next bead in their quest to control the dragons. New enemies include a terrifying, armored dragon bot and new friends include the eight-year old ninja-fairy, Fay. This second book of this trilogy was written by the members of INK, our dynamic book club for 10-13 year olds. To sign up, please contact us at [email protected].
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Author Events in



Thomas Perry



The Ferry Building (415) 835-1020



Tues., Jan. 17, 6:00 pm Edgar Award-winning author Thomas Perry writes thrillers that move “almost faster than a speeding bullet” (Wall Street Journal). The Old Man is his latest whip-smart standalone novel. Perry is the bestselling author of over twenty novels, including the critically acclaimed Jane Whitefield series and Forty Thieves.



Terence Ward



Cary Tennis & Danelle Morton



San Francisco Thurs., Jan. 5, 6:00 pm Now celebrated as one of the great painters of the Renaissance, Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio fled Rome to escape retribution for killing a man in a brawl. In The Guardian of Mercy, Terence Ward offers an incredible narrative journey into the heart of his artistry and his metamorphosis from fugitive to visionary.



Thanasis Maskaleris



Mon., Jan. 9, 6:00 pm Left Coast Writers Event® My Life on the Ragged Paths of Pan by Thanasis Maskaleris contains 40 original poems written by the author, divided into the early and late periods of his long career as a poet and 25 poems, translated by Maskaleris, from 11 of Greece’s greatest poets.



Michael Healy



Wed., Jan. 11, 6:00 pm In BART: The Dramatic History of the Bay Area Rapid Transit System, the first-ever history book about BART, longtime agency spokesman Michael Healy gives an insider’s account of the rapid transit system’s inception, hard-won approval, construction, and operations.



Ruth Whippman



Thurs., Jan. 12, 6:00 pm After moving to the U.S. from England, journalist and documentary filmmaker Ruth Whippman found herself increasingly perplexed by the American obsession with one topic above all others: happiness. America the Anxious is Whippman’s account of what she ultimately found.



Raghavan Iyer



Sat., Jan. 14, 12:30 pm Meet & Greet Event! Who knew a potato could ever taste so good? A master teacher and award-winning cookbook author, Raghavan Iyer pays tribute to his favorite ingredient in Smashed, Mashed, Boiled, and Baked (And Fried, Too!): A Celebration of Potatoes in 75 Irresistible Recipes.



Wed., Jan. 18, 6:00 pm All too many people start a writing project with grand ambitions but reach a crisis of completion. Finishing School from Cary Tennis and Danelle Morton helps writers reignite the passion that started them on the project in the first place and work steadily to get it done.



David Kulczyk



Thurs., Jan. 19, 6:00 pm We like to think of women as nurturers, not murderers, but women do kill. California’s Deadliest Women is David Kulczyk’s definitive guide to the murderesses of the Golden State, a horrifying compendium of women driven to kill by jealousy, greed, desperation, or their own inner demons.



Deborah Kennedy



Thurs., Jan. 24, 6:00 pm In Nature Speaks, Deborah Kennedy’s captivating poetry and illustrations bring to life the profound bond between ourselves and the larger natural world. Kennedy focuses on the ecological themes of our time, infusing art and science with insight and passion.



Linda Kelly



Wed., Jan. 25, 6:00 pm Just what was it about the Grateful Dead that made them rock and roll’s most beloved band? In Deadheads, those with the real story, who were there and are still listening to the music, explain it all. Linda Kelly is a former writer/ editor for the likes of Spin, Mix, Quokka Sports, and Lucasfilm.



Jennifer Monahan



Thurs., Jan. 26, 6:00 pm In This Trip Will Change Your Life: Shaman’s Story of Spirit Evolution, Jennifer Monahan recounts how she found her connection to the spiritual world on a spur-of-the-moment trip to Yucatan, Mexico where a chance meeting with a Mayan shaman changed her life forever.
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Special Panel Discussion



No Longer Niche



Four YA Authors Discuss the Evolution of Queer Lit Into Mainstream Fri., Feb. 3 • 6:00 pm • San Francisco store
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Ferry Building Store News CUESA Kitchen



Book Passage provides books for author events in the CUESA Saturday Market Demo Kitchen. Some upcoming events:



Jan. 28, 12:00 pm Michael Ableman Street Farm



Fri., Feb. 10 (Evening) Food From the Heart



The annual candlelit food and wine tasting in the Ferry Building.



featuring



Kristin Elizabeth Clark, M.G. Hennessey, Brie Spangler, & Tim Floreen



Join this prestigious group of Young Adult authors for a special discussion. They share their thoughts about the evolution of LGBTQ issues into mainstream literature.



Alexandra Kenin



Tues., Jan. 31, 6:00 pm Urban Trails San Francisco is the first ever guidebook on hiking in San Francisco. The book contains 100 full-color photos and covers 50 history- and nature-filled routes. Alexandra Kenin is the founder of Urban Hiker SF, a hiking tour company.



Chris Formant



Mon., Feb. 6, 6:00 pm Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin, Jim Morrison: all iconic rock stars, all dead at age twentyseven. All evidence points to their deaths being unrelated, but in Bright Midnight, author Chris Formant has invented a rock and roll DaVinci Code that will keep readers guessing until its final chorus.



Phyllis Grilikhes



Wed., Feb. 8, 6:00 pm Autism’s Stepchild is the story of a mother’s unfailing struggle over two decades to find adequate care for her daughter, Jean. Phyllis Grilikhes, the author of this volume, worked with Jean and followed her through adolescence into adulthood to the present day.



Book Selections from the FB staff What We Do Now



Standing Up For Your Values in Trump’s America



Essays by Dave Eggers, Robert Reich, Bernie Sanders, George Saunders, Gloria Steinem, Elizabeth Warren and more suggest ways Americans can express their values for America.



Blood in the Water:



The Attica Prison Uprising of 1971 and its Legacy Heather Ann Thompson



This award-winning book examines racial conflict, mass incarceration and political posturing.



Power to the People:



The World of the Black Panthers Bobby Seale & Stephen Shames



50 years after the founding of the Black Panthers in Berkeley, ; Shames’ photos and Seale’s text reflect on that experience.



And for Valentines Day ...



This Is How It Always Is Laurie Frankel



A family’s brood expands to five sons, and their love and support grow to include their last boy’s resolute announcement that he wants to be a girl when he grows up. An insightful perspective on what it means to love your children, no matter who they become,



On Turpentine Lane Elinor Lipman



Faith Frankel enjoys her low-stress private-school job, waits patiently for her ambivalent fiancé, and is delighted with her affordable fixer-upper. But 10 Turpentine Lane seems to hold a macaBe Our Facebook Friend bre secret, and Faith’s investigations lead to surprises. Typical of Book Passage Ferry Building – follow us for news Elinor Lipman’s endearing heroines, Faith’s madcap adventures specific to the San Francisco store. and slow-blooming romance lead to happily-ever-afters. Meet Elinor Lipman Feb. 22, 6:00 pm!
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Author Events in



San Francisco The Ferry Building (415) 835-1020



Daphne Evans



Sat., Feb. 11, 2:00 pm Beyond Beauty: A Warrior’s Story is a book of triumph, tears and laughter—with a shot of “Divatude”. If you or a loved one have gone through the struggles of cancer, learn to create fierce beauty in spite of a diagnosis. Daphne Evans is the founder and CEO of Heaven’s Door Cancer Foundation.



Mike Mirabella



Mon., Feb. 13, 6:00 pm Left Coast Writers Event® On The Luck of an Irish Sailor is a fantasy tale of how a young Irish sailor, while cast adrift in the ocean sea, is then saved from drowning by both the efforts of a mermaid princess and his Irish luck. ‘Papa’ Mike Mirabella is a musician and a retired teacher.



John Lund Kriken



Wed., Feb. 15, 6:00 pm The Sunday Afternoon Watercolor Society (SAWS) was started over 20 years ago by John Kriken. Kriken, a prolific architect, has archived his paintings since SAWS conception and releases them now in The Sunday Afternoon Watercolor Society: San Francisco Impressions.



Ellen Klages



Thurs., Feb. 16, 6:00 pm Inspired by the pulps, film noir, and screwball comedy, Passing Strange is a story as unusual and complex as San Francisco itself from World Fantasy Award winning author Ellen Klages. Klages is the author of The Green Glass Sea, which won the Scott O’Dell Award, and White Sands, Red Menace.



Charles Cumming



Fri., Feb. 17, 6:00 pm In A Divided Spy, a brilliant novel of modern espionage by N.Y. Times bestselling author Charles Cumming, MI6’s Thomas Kell faces off against a handsome and charismatic Russian double agent. Cumming is the author of the first Thomas Kell book, A Foreign Country.



Elinor Lipman



Wed., Feb. 22, 6:00 pm Elinor Lipman may have invented the genre of the screwball romantic comedy for our era, and in her newest novel, she is at her best. On Turpentine Lane is funny, poignant, and a little bit outrageous. Lipman is the author of ten novels, including The View from Penthouse B.



Abeer Hoque



Tues., Feb. 28, 7:00 pm In conversation with Mahmud Rahman Arresting and beautifully written, with poems and weather conditions framing each chapter, Olive Witch is an intimate memoir about taking the long way home. Abeer Hoque is a Bangladeshi-American writer and photographer.



Bill Hayes



Thurs., Mar. 2, 6:00 pm Insomniac City is an intimate glimpse of Bill Hayes’ relationship with the late Oliver Sacks. Hayes is the author of The Anatomist, Five Quarts, and Sleep Demons and the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship



First Editions Book Club



Members of the First Editions Club receive a signed first edition of a new work of fiction by an emerging author who shows exceptional talent and promise. We’ve been early champions of young writers whose work has continued to garner critical attention and praise, including Khaled Hosseini, Junot Diaz, Daniel Alarcon, Yiyun Li, Ben Fountain, Rachel Kushner, Lauren Groff, Nathan Englander, Dinaw Mengestu, Paul Harding, Adam Johnson, Joshua Ferris, Anthony Marra, and Emily St. John Mandel. Our May 2015 pick, The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen, was awarded the 2016 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction. And that followed Anthony Doerr who won the Pulitzer for his magnificent novel All the Light We Cannot See, which was our April 2014 selection. Two of our 2016 picks were longlisted for the National Book Award—The Portable Veblen by Elizabeth McKenzie and News of the World by Paulette Jiles. Members tell us that the First Editions Club has introduced them to books and authors that they wouldn’t have discovered on their own. We can’t promise an award winner every time, but we can promise a diverse selection of wonderful reading. For more information or to register, contact Mary Benham at [email protected]
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Book Passage



Meet the Newest Member of the Book Passage family



in Sausalito



We’re delighted to present our new store in downtown Sausalito. The new Book Passage “By the bay” is practically on the Bay. It’s on the boardwalk right near the Sausalito Yacht Harbor, and the yachts are so close you can almost climb out the window and hop aboard. How do you find it? Sit at a table at Poggio’s on Bridgeway and stare towards the water. It’s a block away. We’re also just a block north of the Sausalito Ferry, which has its other terminus in front of our Ferry Building store in San Francisco. This means our two stores are just a few hundred steps apart – with the world’s most beautiful boat ride in the middle. We’ve teamed up with Cheryl Popp, a local marketing maven and community activist in Sausalito for the past 25 years. We’re planning a great array of events and activities for the new store, and we’ll also have a selection of books and merchandise that will to appeal to both local residents and the large number of visitors to the city. Or, as Cheryl puts it: “It will be a charming and intimate literary haven along the waterfront where I look forward to welcoming locals and visitors alike and where we hope to create a real sense of community. For me to be surrounded by books is a dream come true!”



Marsha Heckman



Sat., Feb. 11, 1:00 pm Both a stylish organizer and a source of inspiration, A Bride’s Planner is an indispensable resource for planning a wedding. Marsha Heckman is a floral designer and wedding coordinator, as well as the author of Bouquets: A Year of Flowers for the Bride.



Join Book Passage in supporting the



Women’s March



Our Grand Opening will be Saturday, February 4, from 4:00 - 6:00 pm. We hope you will join us for a festive waterfront party



Heidi Barnes



Sat., Feb. 11, 4:00 pm All young men want to run away and join the circus. With wit, humor and a sense of nostalgia, The Bellman brings readers back to a day of classic American storytelling, with colorful characters, a picturesque backdrop, and a story that inspires and delights from debut novelist Heidi Barnes.



Author Events in



Sausalito



Saturday, Jan. 21 • San Francisco • 4:00 • Civic Center



Dr. Christina Campbell



Book Passage staff members will be joining others in San Francisco for the Women’s March on January 21. This is a national movement to unify and empower everyone who stands for human rights, civil liberties, and social justice for all. The rally begins with speakers, arts & music from 4:00 - 6:00 pm at Civic Center in San Francisco. At 6:00, the candlelight march will head down Market St. to Justin Herman Plaza. Following a year in which women’s rights and dignity have been under greater assault than at any time in recent memory, Book Passage is proud to lend its support to this March. For more information: womensmarchbayarea.org/
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Sun., Feb. 19, 1:00 pm Dance of Psyche: Rhythm of Consciousness is about the emotional/spiritual conditions of our times. Dr. Christina Campbell has 34 years experience in the health care field as educator/consultant, researcher, clinician, psychologist and nurse.



Jill Lublin



Tues., Feb. 21, 6:00 pm The Profit of Kindness will help you master the art of building trusting, long-lasting relationships through open, non-adversarial interchanges that result in mutually beneficial outcomes. Jill Lublin is an international speaker on the topics of radical influence, publicity, networking, kindness and referrals.
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Book Passage Writing Conferences A Tradition of Excitement, Fun & Writing Success Book Passage will be repeating four very successful writing conferences in 2017:



Writing for Young Adult & Middle Grade Readers Fri., July 21 - Sun., July 24, 2017



Children’s Writers & Illustrators Conference Fri., July 28 - Sun., July 30, 2017



Travel Writers & Photography Conference Thurs., Aug. 10-Sun., Aug. 13, 2017



Mystery Writers Conference Thurs., Sept. 7-Sun., Sept. 10, 2017



Book Passage Writing Conferences are now in their 26th year, and they draw students and faculty from around the United States and from other countries. During this period Book Passage has hosted more than 3,000 students, many of whom have gone on to successful writing careers. Book Passage Writing Conferences are designed to give practical, hands-on instruction to both beginning and experienced writers. Conference attendees work with a large faculty of writers, editors, agents, publishers, and others who are experts in the field. The faculty for each of these conferences is being assembled for announcement in the next several newsletters. Book Passage Writing Conferences are designed to allow maximum interaction between students and faculty. In the morning sessions, students work on their writing skills with experienced writers. That’s followed each day by an informal lunch, which provides a setting for student-faculty interaction. Optional one-on-one evaluations can also be scheduled during the midday break, allowing students to receive faculty input on any writing project or ideas they may have. The afternoons are largely devoted to intense panel discussions about writing techniques, publishing issues, and the business of writing. Each day ends with a presentation by a well-known author, followed by informal discussions that sometimes last late into the evening. Student-faculty interaction is extraordinary at these conferences, with many informal lunch-time gatherings and after-hours sessions to complement the day-long series of classes, panels, author presentations, and writing evaluations. Book Passage Writing Conferences have been the start of a successful writing career for many students. Conference attendees often make the type of contacts at these conferences that lead to publishing contracts and writing assignments. They frequently form lifelong friendships with other students and faculty members.



Writing for Young Adults & Middle Grade Readers July 21-23, 2017 • Corte Madera • $425 This conference is designed with the aspiring writer in mind. Here are some of the features.



Working with Professionals



We have put together a panel of professionals in the young adult and middle grade writing scene—from editors to agents to the authors themselves! During the conference, participants will have a chance not only to learn and network, but to workshop!



Panels on Key Topics



Panels will cover information for both new and established writers, including how to make your query letter stand out, marketing and promotion, developing ideas and how to write a compelling narrative. There will be many opportunities for faculty and participants to talk, laugh, and exchange ideas in workshops, lunches, and dinner.



Sharing Your Work



In addition to a full weekend of panels, this Intensive Weekend offers participants the opportunity to workshop the first twenty pages of their manuscript in a group of up to five other participants, led by one of the faculty members. You must register for the conference by June 1st in order to participate in the Critique Group Session.



Networking with Writers



The workshop includes lunch for faculty and students on both days, as well as dinner on Saturday. Take this time to discuss a concept or proposal, or to have a faculty member review and provide feedback on work you have submitted. For an additional fee, optional 30-minute private consultations can be scheduled with members of our expert team during the conference. (Optional 30-minute private consultations are available for a fee of $95).



Getting Up-to-Date Information



Keep checking out our website for the most up-to-date information including the full faculty list and conference schedule! For more information on the conference, please visit bookpassage.com/conferences (details being updated nonstop!) For information or to sign up: Contact: Joy LeRoy at [email protected] or at 415-927-0960, ext. 230
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Children’s Writers & Travel Writers Illustrators Conference & Photographers July 28-30, 2017 • Corte Madera • $425 Conference Expect to Write, Draw & Learn!



This unique conference covers everything about creating books for children, from developing ideas to finding a publisher. The faculty members have a broad range of experience in the children’s book business, and they are here to answer all of your questions. • Expert panels feature topics like finding an agent, working with your editor, marketing and promotion plans, and more. • Writing sessions are offered where participants can present work in a group along with a faculty facilitator. The writing sessions focus on craft, style and structure.



Expect to Network!



The workshop includes lunch for faculty and students on both days, as well as dinner on Saturday. (Optional 30-minute private consultations are available for a fee of $95).



Mystery Writers Conference Sept. 7-10, 2017 • Corte Madera • $550 The Book Passage Mystery Writers Conference has a strong tradition of great authors and teachers. Mystery writers learn all the clues to a successful writing career. Please note the new September date. • Editors, agents, and publishers share with participants what they need to know to get published. • Successful authors offer classes on setting, dialogue, suspense and point of view. • Panels of detectives, forensic experts, and crime-fighting professionals provide invaluable information that allows writers to put realism into their words. • Classes and panels about mystery genres, such as private eyes, amateur sleuths, police protagonists, and historical thrillers. The collegial atmosphere of this four-day conference is one of its strong points, attracting participants and faculty from all over



Aug. 10-13, 2017 • Corte Madera • $650



The World’s Premier Conference for Travel Writers & Photographers The Book Passage Travel Writers & Photographers Conference has an extraordinary, international reputation among publishers, editors, and writers. Now in its 26th year, this four-day conference offers an array of writing and photography workshops in the morning, a full afternoon of panels and discussions, and evening faculty presentations. The faculty includes publishers, magazine editors, photographers, travel essayists, and more. The collegial atmosphere of this four-day conference is legendary, with participants and faculty bonding in many ways. The conference draws attendees from all over the country, many for repeat visits. There are morning speciality classes, afternoon sessions on topics of interest, and evening presentations by well-known writers and photographers. Optional evaluations of participants’ work are available. The conference begins with a big opening dinner and includes breakfast and lunch buffets each day. For information , contact Kathryn Petrocelli at 800-9997909, ext. 239, or email [email protected]. the country. There are morning speciality classes, afternoon sessions on topics of interest to all mystery writers, and evening presentations by well-known writers. Optional evaluations of participants’ work are available. The conference begins with a big opening dinner and includes breakfast and lunch buffets. “The Book Passage Mystery Writers Conference bolstered my skills and helped me get published. You can’t beat the caliber or the inspiration.” Cara Black, Author of Murder in the Latin Quarter Opportunities abound throughout the conference for faculty and participants to talk, laugh, and exchange ideas in classes, workshops, panels, and evening sessions. For information, contact Kathryn Petrocelli at 800-9997909, ext. 239, or email [email protected].
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Language Classes



Spanish Language Classes Graciela Pera



Graciela Pera is a graduate of the University of Buenos Aires. She has been teaching Spanish for over 35 years.



First Beginning Spanish



Eight Wednesdays: Jan. 11-Mar. 1 • 10:00-12:00 pm • $250 or Eight Wednesdays: Mar. 8-Apr. 26 • 10:00-12:00 pm • $250



Beginning Continuing Spanish Kate Rider



Wendy Walsh



Kathy Freschi



Italian Language Classes Kate Rider



Eight Mondays: Jan. 9 -Feb. 27 • 10:00 -12:00 pm • $250 or Eight Mondays: Mar. 6 -Apr 24 • 10:00 -12:00 pm • $250



Intermediate Spanish



Eight Thursdays: Jan. 12-Mar. 2 • 10:30-12:30 pm • $250 or Eight Thursdays: Mar. 9-Apr. 27 • 10:30-12:30 pm • $250



Kate Rider has a master’s degree in Italian Literature from SFSU Advanced Spanish and teaches Italian at Dominican University. Her classes are fun Eight Thursdays: Jan. 12 - Mar. 2 • 1:00 - 3:00 pm • $250 or Eight Thursdays: Mar. 9 - Apr. 27 • 1:00 - 3:00 pm • $250 and relaxed, with an emphasis on practical speaking ability.



Higher Intermediate Italian



Six Wednesdays: Jan. 11 - Feb. 15 • 4:00-6:00 pm • $190 or Six Wednesdays: March 1- April 5 • 4:00-6:00 pm • $190 Introduction to the subjunctive, reading and conversation.



Wendy Walsh



Wendy Walsh has a PhD in Italian Literature from UCB. She has taught Italian language and literature since 1979.



Lower Intermediate Italian



Seven Mondays: Jan. 16 - Feb. 27 • 12:40 – 2:25 pm • $225 or Seven Mondays: Mar. 13 - Apr. 24 • 12:40 – 2:25 pm • $225



Higher Intermediate Italian



Seven Tuesdays: Jan. 17 - Feb. 28 • 8:45 – 10:30 am • $225 or Seven Tuesdays:Mar. 14 - Apr. 25 • 8:45 – 10:30 am • $225



Advanced Italian



Seven Thursdays: Jan. 19 - Mar. 2 • 9:00 – 11:00 am • $225 or Seven Thursdays: Mar. 16 - Apr. 27 • 9:00 – 11:00 am • $225



Graciela Pera



Hamid Emami



Mehri Dadgar



Farsi Language Class Mehri Dadgar



Mehri Dadgar has a master’s degree in Fine Arts. She has taught Farsi at the Beverly Hills Lingual Institute and at College of Marin. She emphasizes conversations useful for travelers to Iran.



Beginning Farsi



Four Weeks (Tues. & Thurs.): Jan. 3 - Jan 26 4:00 - 6:00 pm • $250



Kathy Freschi



Intermediate Farsi



Advanced Italian



German Language Class



Four Tuesdays: Feb. 7 – Feb. 27 • 4:00 - 6:00 pm • $125 Kathy Freschi has taught Italian for over 40 years at UC Santa Barbara, UC Berkeley and College of Marin. In 1987, she found- Continuing Intermediate Farsi ed the Credit Program of Italian at College of Marin, for which Four Tuesdays: Mar. 28 – Apr. 18 • 4:00 - 6:00 pm • $125 she was awarded La Stella d’Italia by the Republic of Italy. Nine Tuesdays; Jan. 17 - Mar. 21 (no class Feb. 14) • 10:45Hamid Emami 12:45pm • Cost: $285 Hamid Emami has a master’s degree from the University of We will read the gripping but redemptive novel Piu’ Alto del Hamburg, and is fluent in German, English, French, Spanish, Mare, by Francesca Melandri about the aftermath of “Gli Anni di and Farsi. He has taught German for many years. Piombo” in Italy. Serious readers only please!



Beginning Conversational German



If you are interested in a language class but are unsure of your level, please contact the classes department at (415) 927-0960 x230 for help in determining which class is right for you.



Eight Fridays: Jan. 6 – Feb. 24 • 9:00 - 11:00 am • $250 or Eight Fridays: Mar. 3 - Apr. 28 • 9:00 - 11:00 am • $250 (no class on April 14) This class is for beginners and those who have previously had some exposure to German. You’ll learn greetings, introductions, carrying on a simple conversation, basic grammar, and proper pronunciation.
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Path to Publishing Workshop



How to Craft and Sell a Non-Fiction Book Sandra Kierulff



Jana Zanetto



French Language Classes



Genevieve Blaise-Sullivan



Jana Zanetto



Jana Zanetto taught French at Berlitz before getting her master’s in Teaching ESL. She taught at City College for 33 years. She has developed techniques for improving pronunciation.



Basic French for Travelers



Eight Mondays: Jan. 9 - Feb. 27 • 10:00 - 11:30 am • $250 Conversational practice in scenarios that travelers most often encounter, from ordering a meal at a restaurant to filling a prescription at a pharmacy. Perfect for the traveler with only a little French, or the rusty intermediate speaker wishing to review.



Genevieve Blaise-Sullivan



Genevieve Blaise-Sullivan is a graduate of the Sorbonne, and has taught French at College of Marin for over 30 years.



Advanced French – Level 1



Eight Tuesdays: Jan. 10 - Mar. 7 (no class 2/21) • 1:00 – 3:00 pm • $255 or Eight Tuesdays: April 18 - June 6 • 1:00 – 3:00 pm • $255 Selection of French speaking authors, review of French grammar plus discussions and exercises on “7 jours sur la planete” videos.



Advanced French Cours de Perfectionnement–Level 2



Eight Tuesdays: Jan. 10 - Mar. 7 (no class 2/21) 10:35 am – 12:35 pm • $255 or Eight Tuesdays: Apr. 18 - June 6 • 10:35 – 12:35 pm • $255 Review of advanced grammar, discussions of current issues. Students will read the contemporary French novel Le canape by Michele Lesbre.



Sandra Kierulff



Sandra Kierulff has taught at the College of Marin, Adult Education, and was the instructor and author of “French à la Carte,” a French language course for adults aired on KQED radio. She lived and worked in Paris for several years. She was a member of the Leadership team for the California World Language Project, based at Stanford University.



Intermediate French



• Seven Mondays: Jan. 2 - Feb. 27 (no class 2/2) • 2:00 – 3:30 pm • $225 or • Eight Mondays: Mar. 6 - Apr. 24• 2:00 – 3:30 pm • $250 Review of grammar structures through lively conversation, readings and songs. Texts: ‘Grammaire en dialogues’ with CD, Niveau Intermédiaire and ‘Grammaire Progressive du Français’.



Sat., April 29 • 8:30 am – 3:00 pm • Corte Madera Join us at Book Passage for an inspirational, information-filled workshop featuring some of the Bay Area’s finest authors, editors, and publishing experts. The day will include educational panels and plenty of time for networking. Several of the Path to Publishing Program’s top mentors and experts will be on hand. Some of the areas covered will include: • How to structure your idea into a book. • Writing a winning (and useful) book proposal. • The importance of an author platform and how to build one. • Gleaning what agents and publishers (and the public) are looking for • Understanding the opportunities and process for alternative and self-publishing • Morning beverages, lunch with faculty, and a closing wine and cheese hour on the patio $50 for Path to Publishing Members $100 for Non-Members For information contact Sam Barry: 415-927-0960, ext. 256; or [email protected].



Aunt Lydia



The Personalized Gift Program Let Aunt Lydia help with your gifts If you want a special, ongoing gift, the Aunt Lydia Book Program may be the answer. The program began years ago when a customer decided to send a book a month to her favorite aunt. We decided other “Aunt Lydias” might like the same gift. Here’s how it works: We talk with you about what your gift recipient likes to read and then select an appropriate book. Sometimes gift-givers like to be part of the selection process; sometimes they leave it to us. You decide how often you want books to arrive—every month, every two months—it’s up to you. You’re charged for each book at the time of shipping. It’s a personalized gift. We have book givers who send travel books to armchair explorers, thrillers to at-home sleuths, or political books to news addicts. This gift is matched to the reading preferences of the recipient. The books arrive beautifully wrapped with a hand-written note. Each book will remind the recipient of your thoughtfulness. It’s a perfect baby shower gift: What better gift is there than building a baby’s first library? Aunt Lydia is a unique and personal Baby Shower gift. For information: email Gina Schnabel at [email protected], or call 415-927-0960, ext. 230
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Writing & Art Classes Leslie Keenan



Leslie Keenan is an experienced writing instructor. Author Eve Pell says, “Your help was really valuable since it stopped me from feeling utterly overwhelmed. I know how to make a plan, and that’s what made the difference.”



Linda Watanabe McFerrin & Laurie McAndish King



Linda Watanabe McFerrin is the founder of Left Coast Writers®. Linda and Laurie McAndish King are the co-editors of the Hot Flashes: sexy little stories and poems series.



Writing Sexy Stuff



Sat., Jan. 21 • 10:00 am - 4:00 pm • $120 If you have trouble steaming up the page, this is the workshop for you. Spend a day learning the techniques for adding spicy, sensual, and sometimes Master Writers funny sizzle to your work. The class is full of quick Eight Tues.: Jan. 10 - Mar. 7 • 6:30 - 8:30 pm • $360 free-writes and entertaining exercises that will have you moving Use the support of fellow writers and well-timed feedback to from comfort to erogenous zones in no time. move through resistance and finish your work. This class requires that you have previously taken either “Is There a Book in You?” Don George or “You Can Complete That Book.” (no class 2/21) Travel Writing Intensive Six Tuesdays: Jan. 31 – Mar. 7 • 6:30 – 9:00 pm • $350 Is There a Book in You? Don George’s six-week intensive travel writing Four Wednesdays: Mar. 1 – Mar. 22 • 6:30 - 8:30 pm • $160 class is patterned on a graduate school creative Complete Your Book This Year writing workshop. The emphasis is on the craft Sat., March 11 • 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm • $50 of travel writing. Weekly assignments progress from a few paragraphs to full-length articles, You Can Complete That Book with the goal of writing publishable pieces. Six Wednesdays: Mar. 29 – May. 3 • 6:30 - 8:30 pm • $240 Students learn to research stories, write query letters, work with editors, and market their arAndrea Alban Writer’s Tribe™: ticles. This highly successful class has led to many published stoA Feedback Forum for Children’s Writers ries, including tales in the annual Best Travel Writing and Lonely Four Sundays: Jan. 8, Jan. 22, Feb. 5, Planet anthologies. Feb. 26 (no class 2/19) • 4:00 - 7:00 pm • $240 David Corbett The Final Polish and Four Sundays: Mar. 19, Apr. 2, Sun., Jan. 29 • 10:00 am - 4:00 pm • $150 Apr. 23, May 7 • 4:00 - 7:00 pm • $240 You’ve finished and revised your manuscript Polish your manuscript in a safe space built on and believe it’s ready to send out. But in torespect, clarity and honesty. The focus is on day’s competitive marketplace, you may get rendering quintessential characters, vivid setonly one chance to impress agents and editors. tings, and page-turning plots. The group discusses submission strategies to agents and editors. *Prerequisite: In this workshop, David Corbett will review Must have written a picture book or first 25 pages of a novel* An- your first ten pages and a one-to-two page syndrea Alban is the author of nine books, including The Happiness opsis to determine: How unique is the voice? Tree and Anya’s War. She edits manuscripts and coaches writers How compelling are the story questions? How engaging are the main characters? How high are the stakes? on how to prepare submissions to editors and agents. Manuscripts and synopses must be submitted by January 22nd



Information & Registering for Classes Further information: For more information visit bookpassage.com/classes-workshops.



Sign-ups: Call (415) 927-0960, ext. 1. or register online at bookpassage.com/classes-workshops.



10% off coupon: Register one week before class, and we’ll give you a 10% off coupon for books and select merchandise.



Teachers are independent contractors:



The teachers of these classes are independent contractors and are solely responsible for the content, preparation, and presentation of the class to the students. The ideas and views presented in the class are solely those of the teacher, and Book Passage assumes no responsibility for their content.



Cathy Rath Enhance Your Craft



Six Thursdays: Feb. 16 – Mar. 23 • 6:30 - 8:30 pm • $210 Enhancing Craft is a 6-week interactive seminar targeting the fundamentals of craft applied to your creative writing projects. Focusing on characterization, points of view, narration and dialogue, participants will be inspired by reading masters of the craft, and along with fellow writers, work to enhance their skills. Each class provides two in-session writing activities and participant feedback to promote encouragement and motivation. Cathy Rath is currently a professor at SFSU and a professional writing coach.



Book Passage • January - February 2017



Laura Deutsch



19



Personal Essay and Memoir



Sat., Feb. 4 • 10:00 am – 4:00 pm • $105 Using your life as the source for personal essays, stories and memoir, you’ll learn techniques to access and shape your material and approach it from new angles. This class is ideal for beginning and more experienced writers who want to learn new creative writWriting from the Senses ing techniques and review the elements of personal essays and Sat., Jan. 28 • 1:00 - 4:00 pm • $85 memoir. Whether writing for yourself or a wider audience, you’ll In this workshop, we’ll use sensory prompts to help us tap into learn how to craft engaging, compelling pieces. This workshop memory and story for vivid imagery and detail. You’ll never have includes instruction, in-class writing, and feedback. to stare at a blank page or computer screen again. We’ll practice awareness of the five senses, plus motion and intuition — and Personal Essay and Memoir II learn how to write about the senses in our authentic voice. This Sat., March 25 • 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm • $105 workshop includes creative writing exercises and feedback, along This class is for writers who have taken a previous class with the with meditation to awaken awareness, spark creativity and make instructor and would like to workshop a piece for feedback. It’s a rare opportunity to get input from a pro! Class size is limited, so our writing come alive. For writers of all levels. early registration is advised Laura Deutsch has taught at U.C. Berkely, S.F.S.U., and Dominican University. Her writing has appeared in the L.A. Times. She is the author of Writing From the Senses.



Visualizing Art Art History with Kerrin Meis



Kerrin Meis taught art history at SFSU for ten years and now leads study tours in Europe. Her Book Passage classes have been favorites for years.



Monet: Masterpieces of His Early Years



Tuesdays, Jan. 10 & 17 • 1:00 – 3:00 pm • $75 A preview of the exhibition opening in February at the Legion of Honor—the first ever study devoted to the young genius of Claude Monet during the first phase of his long career featuring over 60 paintings: portraits, still-life and genre from his Normandy debut in 1858 until 1872 when he settled in Argenteuil. Influences from Eugene Boudin and the painters of Barbizon School—how he absorbed and transformed them—as well as challenges posed by his friends Manet, Pissarro and Renoir with some highly original results.



American Impressionism



Tuesdays, Jan. 24 & 31 • 1:00 – 3:00 pm • $75 Study the birth of the movement in the United States with special emphasis on William Merritt Chase who, in 1886, was the first major American artist to create Impressionist canvases. He was followed by Willard Metcalf, Theodore Robinson, John Henry Twachtman, Edmund Tarbell, Frank W Benson, Cecilia Beaux, Frederick Frieseke, Childe Hassam and others all of whom demonstrated a unique personal style while embracing light, color, vigorous brushwork and real-life subjects.



Like Us on Facebook



facebook.com/bookpassage



Frankfurt am Main: The Staedel Museum



Two Fridays: Feb. 21 & 28 • 1:00 – 3:00 pm • $75 One of the most important art museums in Europe and home to masterpieces spanning seven hundred years, the Staedel is largely ignored by American visitors to Germany. We study works from the Middle Ages through the Renaissance (Van Eyck, Botticelli) Baroque (Vermeer, Rembrandt), Modern (Monet, Kirchner, Picasso) as well as its spectacular presentation of Contemporary Art (Baselitz, Richter) in the new Garden Hall. We’ll also look at the nearby Liebieg Sculpture Collection, the Icon Museum, and the Museum of Modern Art.



Philadelphia: City of Art



Two Fridays: Mar. 10 & 17 • 1:00 – 3:00 pm • $75 The city where our Republic was born is a target for many visitors who tour famous monuments, but what of the Art Museums? Join our virtual tour of the Philadelphia Museum of Art with its outstanding masterpieces from all ages, the Barnes foundation, the Pennsylvania Academy of Art: Americas’ first art school housing iconic examples of American Art and the Rodin Museum with the first casting of the Gates of Hell.



More Superb Collections In American Art Museums



Two Fridays: Apr. 21 & 28 • 10:00 am – 12:00 pm • $75 Kerrin Meis offers a sequel to her popular class “Small Spaces: Superb Collections” Included are the Neue Galerie and the Jewish Museum in NYC, Dumbarton Oaks in Georgetown (Washington, D.C.), the recently re-opened Wadsworth Atheneum, the Walters Collection in Baltimore, the Menil Collection in Houston, the Huntington Library and Art Gallery in San Marino California, and San Francisco’s own California Palace of the Legion of Honor. Selected works discussed in depth.



Follow Us on Twitter



@bookpassage
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Writing & Art Classes Jeanne Foster Writing Poetry



Sat., Feb. 25 • 10:00 am – 4:00 pm • $130 In this class we’ll be writing and revising our own poems with an emphasis on saying “what you really mean.” There will be in-class exercises, analysis of texts by established writers, and roundtable discussion in an honest and respectful atmosphere. Both new poets and those with prior experience are welcome. .Jeanne Foster is Professor of Creative Writing at St. Mary’s College. Her books include A Blessing of Safe Travel, A Music of Grace, Appetite: Food as Metaphor, and her new collection Goodbye, Silver Sister.



Jordan Rosenfeld Writing the Intimate Character



Sun., Mar. 12 • 10:00 am – 4:00 pm • $105 What makes a book compelling? Unforgettable, singular characters! Jordan Rosenfeld discusses key character cues and the emotional layers necessary for character development. She takes you through a series of exercises to stretch your character building chops. She is author of five books on writing and three novels. Jordan’s freelance work has been published in The Atlantic, N.Y. Times, New York Magazine, and many more.



Jennie Oppenheimer



Soul Collage



Sat., Mar. 18 • 10:00 am – 3:00 pm • $200 SoulCollage® is a creative, intuitive collage process. Guided by our intuition, we’ll create a series of cards, collaging images that offer a visual narrative of our unique stories. No art experience is necessary! We’ll make cards, step deeper into them, and discover how they relate to our inner and outer world. The fee includes all materials for this class. Jennie Oppenheimer is an artist, educator and leader of SoulCollage® and mixed media art workshops.



Jasmin Darznik Writing Memoir: A Day-Long Workshop



Sat., April 1 • 10:00 am – 4:00 pm • $105 Join Jasmin Darznik in an intensive workshop to transform your personal life stories into the stuff of rich memoirs. Darznik, N.Y. Timesbestselling author of The Good Daughter: A Memoir of My Mother’s Hidden Life, offers inspiration and practical advice, including tips on how to get started, how to interview family members, how to shape and refine your stories, and how to meet the emotional and ethical challenges of writing a memoir. Darznik holds a Ph.D. in English from Princeton.



Alice Acheson



Alice Acheson is a consultant with decades of experience in publishing and in guiding clients in the marketing and publishing their book. She has negotiated book contracts, sold subsidiary rights, and edited and publicized books. Her work as a publicist was recognized with a Literary Market Place Outside Services Award for Advertising/Promotion/Publicity.



The Greatest Marketing Tool



Sat., March 4 • 10:00 am – 1:00 pm • $60 Would your verbal description of your book pass this test? True story: A New York editor overheard two women talking about the book one was writing. Intrigued, she asked for it to be submitted and published it! This could have occurred in the Book Passage Cafe or in your local market. Learn what works, what doesn’t -- and why.



Publishing Choices



Sat., March 4 • 2:00 – 5:00 pm • $60 What is Print-on-Demand? How does it differ from self-publishing? Will either be easier, faster, better than the route to a traditional publisher? The teacher’s experience informs advantages/pitfalls of each process



Bound for Success



Sun., March 5 • 10:00 am – 1:00 pm • $60 Your manuscript may be a winner, but rejection letters will accumulate without a selling book proposal. Learn how to convince an agent or editor to read it, what will stop them, the difference between the query letter and the synopsis, and much more!



Kathleen Hill Travel Writing



Sun. April 9 • 11:00 am – 1:00 pm • $75 Kathleen Hill discusses what you need to know to turn your adventures into fun food and travel writing. Hill is the author of 36 Food and Wine Lovers’ Guides to wine regions of the West Coast. She has written for the Boston Globe, Chicago Tribune, Edible Marin & Wine Country, and San Francisco and Sonoma magazines. She is currently Food & Wine Editor of the Sonoma Index-Tribune.



Barbara Rose Brooker Boomer Bestseller Sat., April 22 • 10:00 am – 12:00 pm • $60 You’re 40, suddenly 60, 80, and you have an idea for a book, but you don’t know how to shape it into a publishable book or how to submit it to Hollywood. This workshop guide syou from concept to writing and all elements of craft. Come with a dream and leave with an outline and a draft! Barbara Rose Brooker’s novel The Viagra Diaries is currently being made into a TV series.
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Book Groups Pam Feinsilber Meet the Author



Four Mondays: Jan. 30, Feb. 27, March 27, & April 24 • 7:00 - 9:00 pm • $95 We’ll read an electrifying collection of stories that was among the N.Y. Times’s 10 Best Books of the Year. We’ll also converse with the author of a Pulitzer Prize-winning biography, an evocative novel of a mysterious woman in the Central Valley, and a highly original tale about the daughter of Vietnamese immigrants. •T.J. Stiles Custer’s Trials: A Life on the Frontier of a New America •Stephen Emerson (editor) A Manual for Cleaning Women •Ruth Galm Into the Valley •Bich Minh Nuyen Pioneer Girl



Carol Benet



Potpourri of Literary Prizes



Five Mondays: Feb. 13, Mar. 20, Apr. 17, May 15, & June 12 • 1:00 – 3:00 pm • $125 or 7:00 – 9:00 pm • $125 This group reads authors that have won literary prizes including the Man Booker Prize and the National Book Critics Circle. Carol Benet received her Ph.D. in Comparative Literature from the University of California, Berkeley where she won an Outstanding Teaching Award. •Ottessa Moshfegh Eileen (Pen/Hemingway Award) •Han Kang The Vegetarian (Man Booker Intl. Prize) •Ali Smith How to Be Both (Women’s Prize for Fiction, Costa Novel and Goldsmiths Awards) •Don Delillo Libra (Irish Times Intl. Fiction Prize) •Juan Gabriel Vásquez The Sound of Things Falling (Intl. Dublin Literary Award )



Pat Holt Contemporary Classics



Five Tuesdays: Feb. 14, Mar. 14, Apr. 11, May 9, & June 13 or Five Fridays: Feb. 17, Mar. 17, Apr. 14, May 12, & June 16 10:30 am - 12:30 pm • $125 February - Marilynne Robinson Lila March - Anuradha Roy Sleeping on Jupiter April - B.A. Shapiro The Muralist May - Tom McCarthy Satin Island June - Joyce Carol Oates The Man Without a Shadow



Like Us on Facebook



facebook.com/bookpassage
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Anne Lamott On Writing



Sat., May 13 • 1:00 - 4:00 pm • Corte Madera • $160



“I’m grateful for your courageous willingness, Anne Lamott, to tell the truth; you’ve helped me find my voice, too.” – Patty Craft “Lamott is a narrator who has relished and soaked up the details of her existence, equally of mirth and devastation, and spilled them onto her pages.” - N.Y. Times Give the writer in your world a memorable experience, as he or she shares an afternoon with Anne Lamott. Anne Lamott never shies away from the difficult topics — both in writing and in life. Share an afternoon with this talented, humorous, and daring writer in an event that includes an onstage interview, a lecture, and Q&A session. Lamott offers advice on the writing process and shares her writing experience. Anne Lamott is the bestselling author of Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life, as well as of Small Victories, Hard Laughter and several other novels and essays Anne Lamott taught the first Book Passage writing class almost two decades ago. It’s a joy to welcome her back.



John Hart Reading the Poets



Eight Mondays: Mar. 6 – Apr. 24 •7:00 – 9:00 pm • $200 Local poet and author, John Hart co-edits the venerable all-poetry journal Blue Unicorn. “To have great poets,” Walt Whitman said, “there must be great audiences.” Hart carries on this tradition of able readers, open-minded and demanding. What makes a poem worth the effort of reading it? This group looks at (mostly) famous; (mostly) English-language works from Shakespeare to last week.
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Chicken Droppings



Bookselling is such a simple, stress-free profession that every bookseller we know wakes up in the morning saying, “I wish the government would come up with some silly, off-the-wall, regulatory requirement that we could all start worrying about.” The best kind of law for this purpose is one that has voluminous reporting requirements, imposes Draconian penalties, and is of no apparent benefit to anyone. The latest law to meet this chicken-droppings standard is AB 1570. The California Legislature adopted it late in the last session, and it was signed into law by the Governor before anyone realized that it might affect bookstores. Having solved all of the world’s other problems, the Legislature had decided to turn its attention to the pressing problem of signatures on celebrity memorabilia. California law already imposed an elaborate, expensive regulatory scheme on the sale of any “autographed sports item.” But movie-actor Mark Hamill apparently convinced Assemblywoman Ling Ling Chang (Rep – 55th District) to sponsor a law that simply deleted the word “sports” from the law’s definition. Aside from whether the legislature should be spending its time on the autograph problems of movie stars, this was a classic example of sloppy draftsmanship. Instead of simply adding the word “movie” next to the word “sports” in the definition section—which is apparently what everyone had in mind—they instead removed the word “sports.” That creates the possibility that the overwrought reporting requirements of the law could now apply to any “autographed items.” Red alert – that could mean books. By the time booksellers got wind of what had happened, the bill had already been signed into law. Their frantic calls to the offices of their legislators were met in each case with the same basic response: 1. We certainly didn’t know this would apply to the sale of autographed books in bookstores, and that really wasn’t our intention, and 2. If you want to do anything to change it in the next session of the Legislature, you should go back to Assemblywoman Chang’s office. Answer number one is probably true, because it appears that no one really read the bill before it was enacted. The legislative record is empty. Answer number two is a little more problematic, because Assemblywoman Chang lost in the last election. She’s now indicated that the bill was not intended to apply to bookstores, but she did so in a “To Whom it May Concern” letter posted a month or so later on her Facebook page. Unfortunately, that’s not really the last word in statutory interpretation.



Be the first to hear! Register for the



Book Passage Fortnightly eNewsletter!



To be sure you hear about exciting author events, register for our eNewsletter, The Fortnightly. In 2016, subscribers were the first to hear about incredible events with Senator Bernie Sanders, actress Anna Kendrick, and many more! To register, visit bookpassage.com and click the “Sign Up for Email Updates” button or email Marketing Manager Zack Ruskin at [email protected].



Behind the Shelves So booksellers are left looking over their shoulders, wondering if there are any litigation-trolls out there looking for a big payday (good luck with that – we’re booksellers, not hedge-fund operators). There is some language in the law that booksellers can use to defend themselves. We can argue that we are not “principally in the business of selling or offering for sale collectibles” as the law seems to require. Most of our books are not autographed. We can also rightly claim that we do not “hold [ourselves] out as having knowledge or skill peculiar to collectibles.” In most cases, we watch customers walk up to the authors after the event and hand them a book to be signed. How much special skill about the “collectibles” business does that take? Bookstores sell books – not autographs. We rarely if ever raise the price on a book because it was signed by the author. A typical author event is a low-key, almost intimate affair in which authors and the readers exchange ideas. Many of the events involve children meeting a favorite author for the first time. The autograph is not a commodity but mainly a show of respect between author and reader. If we are forced to adopt the elaborate, public recordkeeping that applies to sports memorabilia, our author-events program would be shattered beyond recognition. Not only would the cost of record-keeping for each signed book be prohibitive, but the records themselves would be a massive intrusion on customer privacy (more on that below). We’re not going to turn our author events program into something resembling a fanfest at the Coliseum just because some former assemblywoman didn’t know how to draft a piece of legislation. So booksellers in California will probably just have to wait, hoping—a bit nervously—that their interpretation of the law is correct. People in Sacramento seem to think so, but it would have been nice if they had thought about it—and put in a bookstore exemption—before voting on AB 1570. With Assemblywoman Chang out of the picture, is there anyone else who will undertake to push a corrective bill in the 2017 legislative session? Once the bill is signed, my colleagues and I will gladly drive up to Sacramento and autograph it for them.
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Meet Doug Preston



***



Doug Preston will be at our Corte Madera store on Fri., Jan. 13, 7:00 pm, in Corte Madera for his book, The Lost City of the Monkey God. We hope a lot of people – particularly other authors – come by and thank him for what he has done to help them. In 2014 Amazon.com tried to squeeze discriminatory terms out of Hachette Publishers, but Hachette said no. Amazon then started a series of slow-down tactics to adversely affect the sale of Hachette books on its website. Preston got angry at that tactic and organized about 900 authors into a group called Authors United (full disclosure – I was a member). The group started putting pressure on Amazon and called the matter to the attention of the U.S. Justice Department. Now, he has arranged for the group to merge with the Authors Guild – another group that merits our thanks. ***



Language Classes



We’ve always thought that Book Passage language classes added a touch of class to the joint. I love poking my head into one of the Italian classes and giving them a hearty “Buon giorno! Come stai?” hoping that the instructor doesn’t want to engage me in any conversation more complicated than that. And it’s always nice to be near one of the French classes on the last class-day when they break out the hors d’oeuevres in celebration. But now we’re starting to realize that our selection of language classes might just be the best in Marin County. Take a look at pg. 16, and you’ll see that we are offering 17 classes in five languages (Italian, Spanish, French, German, and Farsi). We’re going to try to build on this, so keep your eye on our future offerings. ***



Phishing and Mining



If you’re like us, you’re pretty sick of the spyware, adware, and malware that attacks you from every direction on the internet. Data-mining has beome incessant, along with the robo-calls and robo-mails (what’s next – real robos?). We’ve been wormed and skimmed, spammed and spoofed. And the phishing and pharming is at the point where we’ve really had our phil of it. At the time I wrote Low Profile in 1981, I hoped our country might begin to bring the problem of privacy-invasion under control. Instead it’s gotten much worse. It’s almost impossible now to protect yourself against all the different forms of intrusion. Whenever you log on to the internet, send an email, pay by credit card, or use any one of the thousands of conveniences offered by our computerized economy, you’re putting some little part of yourself out into the cyber-world. We’ve had at least two instances at Book Passage in the last year were someone has wormed his way into our email and sent out fraudulent “drop-boxes” or offers of “Google documents” that were purportedly from us. We reported the incidents to every law enforcement agency we could find, and we spent many hours trying to get Google to do something about it. Basically, what we got was a pat on the head and a few words of sympathy. No one was going to do a thing. It appears that all anyone can hope to do is carve out a few safe spaces in the cyber-world with very little help from anyone. Let’s face it: if a major presidential campaign can be
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hacked by a foreign government, we’re all vulnerable. If you’re running a business, how do you try to protect your customer’s privacy? One thing for sure: we have to warn our customers to make sure that any email they get really came from us. Don’t open any file that is imbedded in a vaguely-worded email even if it claims to be from us (or from anyone else, for that matter). If you have any doubts about the authenticity of a particular piece of email, please call us (We’d rather talk to you than send you emails anyway). But beyond that, there’s the question of what does a business do with customer information. Every business has to make a decision about that, and many businesses are radically different in their approach. The policy at Book Passage is that we don’t share any information about our customers with anyone. We don’t sell, rent, lend, share, or do anything else with our mailing lists. That’s true of both our print list and email list – we use them only to send out newsletters and packages to our customers. Unlike the privacy policies of many companies, there are no “parent companies” or “affiliated organizations” or “survery programs” that can get a piece of your information. And if you are a government agency looking for information about a customer‘s book purchases, you better come armed with a subpoena and a very good reason to support it But there’s another aspect of this. We try to limit the amount of information that we get from customers—the less information we have, the less there is that we can be forced to disclose. In following this “less is better” policy, we are going against about 30-years of common wisdom in retailing. Every retail consultant we’ve ever talked to has stressed the importance of data-mining. Rookie retailers are told to set up affiliate programs or something like them to track in detail every purchase that a customer makes. That way you’ll supposedly know how to target future messages to each customer (and—shhh—you’ll make the list more valuable if you want to sell it). We decided years ago that was not a good idea. Part of the reason is our belief that data-mined information is useless in the context of a bookstore. If someone buys a travel guide to France, the cyber -miners will try to inundate her with emails about things to do in Paris. In fact, she may have bought that book to give it to her brother-in-law and that what she would really like to read are books of poetry. We think it makes more sense for us to assume that our customers are knowledgeable readers who are interested in all kinds of well-written books. But the other reason is this: we can’t be forced to give up information that we don’t have. Of course, we would have the title of a book in our records if you purchased it over the internet or want to have it shipped. Title-specific information is essential in those cases to make the system work. But if you want to walk up to the counter at any one of our stores and buy a book, we don’t feel we should be tracking that book sale to your personal records in any way. If you want to discuss a book, our booksellers would love to chat with you. But you can buy it, if you want, in private. Our vision of a bookstore is that it should be a safe space. You should be able to come browse, read, or buy a book without any electronic-peepster looking over your shoulder. Bill Petrocelli
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Elaine’s & Luisa’s Picks The Patriots Sana Krasikov Fatal John Lescroart



Two couples meet at a party, igniting a spark between the wife of one with the husband of the other. This a chance meeting leads to obsession, and a momentary lack of judgement metamorphoses into a nightmare. As the violence of the aftermath becomes unambiguous, SFPD Homicide Inspector Beth Tully struggles to follow all the threads of this spellbinding mystery. John Lescroart artfully transforms a suspenseful tale of infidelity into a dark and captivating thriller. A wonderful cast of characters, complex storylines and heart stopping action are all present in this Books for Living absorbing mystery. Once again, there is Will Schwalbe no doubt that Lescroart is one of the finest Will Schwalbe writes that the greatest gift masters of suspense, writing today. Some you can give anyone is to take the time to signed editions after the Feb. 18 event. talk about books you have shared. That beautiful sentiment is woven between the Days Without End fascinating tales of this inspiring mem- Sebastian Barry oir. Each chapter begins with a book that Days Without End is both breathtaking has shaped the experiences in his own and brutal, reminding you of the boundless life, from Stuart Little to Reading Lolita possibilities of a profoundly well written in Tehran, leading us along his personal novel. Thomas McNulty, beaten by the journey to find the right book for the right Great Famine of Ireland, escapes to Canatime. Books for Living is more than an da and eventually finds himself signed up examination of the wonderful books in our for the Indian Wars in the American west. lives, it is a celebration of the ever-present This is more than a tale of Thomas conpotential for a book to alter the way we quering the demons of his past, or forging interact with the world. Some signed edi- a violent future of his own, this is a novel of devotion and a man struggling with his tions after the Jan. 22 event. sense of right and wrong. The brilLost City of the Monkey God own liant storms and epic battles, glow on the Douglas Preston page in McNulty’s evocative narration. It is no surprise to discover the latest However, it is the beating hearts of these Douglas Preston novel is a heart pound- characters, Thomas, his partner John, and ing thriller, full of intriguing mysteries Winona, the young Indian girl, that bring and shady characters. What is amazing is this novel to life. that this is the true story of his adventure searching for the legendary lost city of the Pachinko Min Jin Lee Monkey God. Fighting his way through Thisis a novel of identity and survival, the breathtaking and deadly Honduran beautifully wrapped in the layers of Min rainforest, Preston encounters con-men Jin Lee’s ethereal prose. Both a sweepand jaguars, flash floods and deadly dis- ing epic of an interesting corner of Asian eases, all in the quest to travel to a place history in the 20th century and an intimate preserved 500 years in the past. Lost City portrait of one family as they move from of the Monkey God is the captivating Korea to Japan, while confronting an unstory of a civilization swallowed by both kind world with loyalty and love. As cultime and the jungle, and the fierce fight by tural details gracefully transform into unithese intrepid scientists and explorers to versal truths, and character’s flaws reveal reclaim it. Some signed editions after the their inner strength, we follow the ripples of repercussions from one youthful misJan. 13 event. step. Full bodied and compulsively readable, Pachinko is a delight! Some signed editions after the Feb. 16 event. There are novels that take your breath away as they transport you over epic swaths of history, and others that gleam like gems as they reveal intimate details of fleeting moments. The Patriots brilliantly manages to be both of those novels at once. From depression era Brooklyn to Stalinist Siberia, we follow Florence Fein as she searches for the future she glimpsed as an idealistic youth. Brilliantly weaving together the past and the present, Sana Krasikov has written deeply moving saga about the true cost of love and the burden of regret.



The Impossible Fortress Jason Rekulak



The Impossible Fortress brilliantly brings to life being young in the 1980’s. The freedom of biking around town and causing mischief with your friends. Home computers holding a lit match to the fuel of young imaginations. Three teenage boys, fueled by hormones, hubris, and insecurity, plot their ultimate crime fantasy. The skill with which Jason Rekulak renders the first glowing embers of young love will make you wish to return to those heady days, when impossible dreams filled our heads and thrilling adventures were at our fingertips.



History of Wolves Emily Fridlund



There exists a stark beauty in the History of Wolves, a dark story blanketed by the cold clean snow. Madeline is a child only casually cared for by her parents. Growing up on an abandoned commune, she quietly and intently watches those around her, tenuously reaching out for connection. The harshness of the environment has forced Madeline to be strong, but the easy comfort of lies threatens to be her undoing. Emily Fridlund’s remarkable debut novel confronts our all too human frailties and deftly breaks our hearts.Some signed editions after the Feb. 20 event.
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B. P. Marketplace



Point Reyes Schoolhouse Lodging An Eclectic and Private Family Compound on the Hill Above Point Reyes Station



Norse Mythology Neil Gaiman



Finally, the Norse Myths have found their perfect voice—beloved fantasy novelist Neil Gaiman. Odin, Thor and his hammer, the endlessly slippery Loki—they’re all here, shaped into a thrilling novelistic narrative. Thor, disguised as a woman, pursues his mystical weapon after it’s stolen, with hilarious mishaps along the way. Kvasir, wisest of the gods, is rendered into a mead that inspires poets. And the entire cycle culminates in Raganorak, the climatic twilight of the gods. It’s both the perfect telling of these great myths and Neil Gaiman at his compelling best.



Swimming Lessons Claire Fuller



Like a swimmer conquering the ocean, one stroke at a time, Claire Fuller’s writing, deftly takes on such enormous topics as love, betrayal, hope, and loss, and makes it look effortless. When Flora returns home to help her injured father, she quickly finds herself drawn to the depths of the perplexing disappearance of her mother 12 years earlier. With letters tucked in book leaves and heartbreak etched on hearts, Swimming Lessons beautifully tells the tale of a marriage abandoned by trust and a family entangled by regret.



Walk the Footpath to Farmers’ Market, Toby’s Feed Barn, Shops and Bakery. Just 2 miles to Point Reyes National Seashore.



PointReyesSchoolhouse.com Email Owner Karen Gray [email protected] (415) 663-1166 Artist Karen Gray has made the Point Reyes Schoolhouse her home for over 40 years, drawing and painting the glorious National Seashore and wildlife . She is the author of A Family Guide to Point Reyes.



Reality Is Not What It Seems Carlo Rovelli



There is no better author at explaining the complicated poetry of the universe than Carlo Rovelli. Here he reveals our changing perception of time and space throughout history. Aristotle began us on the path but it was Albert Einstein who laid the groundwork to modern physics over 100 years ago, Rovelli takes us on a fascinating tour from our earliest understanding of the foundations of reality to the mind-bending experiments of the Higgs Boson. Rovelli is not only one of the leading minds in quantum physics, he is also a wonderfully engaging writer and tour guide.



B. P. Marketplace



Consulting—Editing



Her Every Fear Peter Swanson



Peter Swanson builds tension in Her Every Fear like a chess grandmaster, slowly revealing his game. Kate Priddy tries to escape her dark past with a move to Boston, only to discover that she is not the only one trying to hide their secrets, and many are darker than her own. Moving seamlessly between each characters’ point of view, Swason’s heart stopping thriller draws you into this terrifying and twisted tale of revenge until the surprising end.



Short Fiction Novels Screenplays Memoirs Paul Samuelson 415-517-0700 [email protected]
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Gina -- 2011 Here’s what I think. We’ve all been wounded by war. Some wounds come from big, brutal wars, but others are from smaller blood-lettings that don’t make the front pages. Sometimes the injury arrives in a personal way – in a one-on-one encounter that invades your body, your life, and your soul. But it’s always there somewhere. And if you really want to understand a person, you have to find that wound. That’s true of me. And it’s true of the person lying next to me – whom, I should note, is a first-time visitor to my bed. There are sleep noises coming from that other pillow, which are comforting to hear from someone who has had a close brush with death. Peace and sleep are what we both need at the moment. But at some point we’ll have to share our experiences and try to make sense of them. What happens then depends upon whether our memories – our war-wounds – provide us any understanding or whether they’ll just grate on each other and move us further apart. I have another thought, but this one I’m not as sure about. I think reality only exists in our life stories. I’m a character in your story, and you’re a character in mine. And both of us intrude upon the stories of hundreds, thousands – maybe millions – of others. Trying to isolate our own story is a mistake, because everything that makes life worth living occurs at the place where our stories intersect. People in my profession just add to the confusion. Downstairs from where I’m lying at the moment are thousands of books on the shelves of the bookstore, waiting for you to walk in and pick them up – and maybe find characters who will invite themselves into your life. These are the kinds of thoughts you have when you wake up at 4:00 in the morning and can’t go back to sleep. I’ve been lying here for a while. The wind has been battering the trees against the front window of the apartment. Now the foghorns are starting their wail, telling me that the morning fog is beginning to roll down the San Francisco hills and head our way. And at times like this when you can’t sleep, you might as well start telling stories.
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Is this how Dickens did it? You, sir, are no Charles Dickens! No, I meant didn’t he use hooks, and dangling endings, and teases to get readers to come back for the next episode of his serials? Is that what you’re trying to do? I guess so. Well, good luck with that.



The Bookseller’s Daughter, a Novel William Petrocelli



The remaining episodes will be available on January 9 as a PDF download at williampetrocelli.com Please take note: this is a story for adults that may be too intense for some younger readers.



Bosnia -- 1996



She kept watching the soldier, but the last breath had disappeared. He’d writhed in pain in the middle of the street when he was first shot, but he must have realized he was in even greater danger if he couldn’t get out of the intersection and crawl over to the buildings. He pulled himself across the pavement, dragging his wounded leg through the dirt, trying to stop the flow of blood with his free hand. The agony on his face was harrowing. She found herself quietly cheering him on, even though in another part of her brain she knew he was her enemy. He was part of the Militia – a brutal group of killers that showed no mercy. But that didn’t stop her from hoping that this soldier—the one outside her window – might survive. She watched him from the window at the top of the cellar. That was the only place where she felt safe at the moment, and that one broken window was her only connection with the outside world. The soldier’s last movements were slow and painful, as he kept trying to reach the comparative safety of the alley. He didn’t make it. After he’d crawled only a few meters, there was another crack of rifle fire. It came from the roof, where her brother and his friends had set themselves up as snipers. And with the sound of that gunfire, there was an eruption of blood from the soldier’s chest. After that, he didn’t move at all. When the shooting first started, she tried to sort out the individual sounds, wondering where each burst of bullets was coming from. But as the gunfire became more incessant, she realized it could be coming from anywhere. The Militia troops were shout-



Book Passage • January - February 2017 ing in a dialect of Serbo-Croatian that she thought was spoken only in the villages across the canyon. She knew they were patrolling the streets, and she shuddered at the idea that they might be getting ready to burst into the house. The electricity and phone lines had been out for days, so she was by herself in the dark, hovered up against the wall, trying to stay safe and keep warm. The only blankets she had belonged to their family dog, who had fled when the explosions began. She had no idea where he’d gone. The day before a shell had ripped through the nearby house where her friend lived, setting it afire. When she saw that, she ran screeching upstairs, trying to force her way through the door and out into the street. But her brother grabbed her. You can’t go out, he said. It’s too dangerous. She started screaming that she’d never see her friend again, but his grip got tighter. She tried arguing with him. You and your friends sneak out every night. Let me go! But he pushed her back. Listen to me, he said, we’re risking our lives to protect you from these animals. We know how to avoid getting killed. There’s no place for girls in this fight. She seethed at his words, but she couldn’t force her way past him. She headed back to the cellar, where she began burrowing into the dark. From the cellar window she could see the smoking hulk of their local store. By now, they were almost out of food in the house. When she first headed down to the cellar, she’d grabbed a few slices of bread and a hunk of cheese, leaving as much as she could for the others. Her mother kept repeating that her sister would be coming back soon and bringing food with her. But her mother was talking more and more to herself. A day earlier she’d walked in front of the window by the sink and was met by a furry of bullets that sent a shower of broken pottery down on top of her. But she refused to leave the kitchen. Even now she was upstairs, wandering around, sadly trying to prepare a meal with no food and for no one who would sit down to eat it. She was going mad like everyone else. * * * He felt a shove in the small of his back that caused him to stumble into the debris from a collapsed wall. He managed to step to the side of the alley and avoid the sharpest nails. “Keep moving, you little sissy.” The rifle hit him again between his shoulders. “Are you going to act like a soldier, or are you going to keep being a coward?” His tormentor let out a high-pitched noise that started deep in his throat and twisted its way into a screech. It was an obnoxious, grating sound, but he didn’t dare act like it was funny. No one ever did. The man doing the laughing was far too dangerous. He had a whole series of animal-like sounds that became even more chilling when he was enjoying some sadistic pleasure. Among the Militia troops, it had earned him the name Hijena – the Hyena. The Hijena kept pushing him down the street toward their unit’s temporary headquarters, slowing down only as they passed the burnt-out remains of a store. The Hijena stopped for a second, shoving aside some rubble that covered a bottle of Slivovitz. It was somehow still intact. He tore off the top and downed a couple of swallows. The rest of the men in the unit were sitting on broken boxes or lying against abandoned automobiles, smoking and talking, watching the two-man parade that the Hijena was leading in front
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of them. There was some laughter – but it was uneasy. They all knew the Hijena was sending them a message that their turn could be next. The Hijena and his older brother, the Komandant, didn’t hesitate to take even the harshest measures whenever they felt the need. Two days earlier they’d tied a soldier – whom they claimed was a deserter – to a pole in the street and ordered the others to shoot him. When none of the soldiers in the line made any move to open fire, the Komandant walked up to the prisoner, put a pistol against the man’s temple, and fired. With the gun still in hand, he then walked slowly down the line in front of the reluctant firingsquad, staring at each man. * * * The brutality of it sickened her. It seemed like the Militia would just keep shooting until there was no one left. Her brother and the others had been warning her for weeks that this would happen. These militiamen were dogs, they said – filthy animals that were capable of anything. Rumors had swept through town about terrible things going on in other parts of the country. There were stories of mass killings – murders in places like Srebrenica and other towns to the north. And there was more, they warned. There was rape. That thought made her sick to her stomach. She couldn’t even grasp the idea that a soldier could stop to assault a woman in the midst of all the killing going on around him. The madness of it was unbearable. Was being raped worse than being killed? That made no sense to her. But the idea that someone attacking her might think that it was worse left her gripped in fear. And it was more than just the Militia she was worried about. She was fearful about what was going on in the heads of her brother and his friends. These young, would-be soldiers had decided that the rape of a woman was an attack against them. This was an intolerable offense, they kept saying – an intrusion into their territory. An attack on their women was an attack on their sense of pride. It demanded retaliation. The things that had held her together were falling apart – her family, her school, and her friends were all spinning away. This was the time of day when she’d be on the phone with her girlfriends, talking about things that had happened in school, planning their next shopping trip, or chatting about their upcoming vacation. It was becoming harder and harder to hold on to that. Her clothes, her books, and her other things were upstairs in her room, but when she went up to get them she’d been totally exposed. There was gunfire just outside her window, and bullets had ricocheted off the outside walls. She’d grabbed some underwear and a couple of books, scooping some clothing off of her chair as she raced for the stairs. By the time she got down to the cellar and looked at what she had had, she realized she had only one item of real clothing in her hands. It was her favorite party dress. Her piano was upstairs, but it was as good as gone. It was buried under rubble from a shell that had struck the other side of the compound, causing a living room wall to collapse. That piano had been in their family for 80 years, and her grandmother had left it to her in her Will. She’d thought about her grandmother, as she played it every afternoon, trying to learn the Bach Fugue in G minor. Her music teacher had said it might too difficult for her to master, but she kept working at it. The sheet music was still open to that piece when the artillery shell hit the building. Now the main theme of the Fugue was running through her head as she
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sat there in the cellar, moving her fingers, trying to remember the sequence of notes. She picked up the dress and stared at it in the dark, trying to get a sense of its color and design, resisting the temptation to burst into tears. The memories hiding in that soft material seemed to be mocking her, reminding her of times spent celebrating with her friends, flirting with the local boys, dancing at parties – things that she had now lost. But as she ran her fingers around the bows and straps of the dress, it started to come alive to her touch. She allowed herself to be lost in its textures and sensations. Without really thinking about it, she’d slipped out of her other clothes. Now that dress was hovering above her head, as she let it slide slowly over her body. The noise of artillery shells was getting louder, but she tuned that out of her mind for the moment. The dress now covered her completely. She felt herself swaying slightly. Was she going mad, she wondered? Was she really dancing in the cellar to the silent music of the Fugue? She caught herself for a second but then gave way to the feeling, letting loose the emotions she had almost lost. * * * The Hijena kept prodding and shoving him until they got to a small open space at the back of the alley. They were in the middle of a make-shift office, where the Komandant was hunched over a temporary desk pieced together from packing crates. He was reading a map and checking it against some other papers. A cigarette dangled from his mouth, holding an ash that looked ready to break loose. He took one ferocious drag and then tossed it away. He reached for the pack on this desk and, finding it empty, squashed it and threw it in the direction of the cigarette. One hard push by the Hijena sent him sprawling against the desk, coming face to face with the Komandant. The other man looked down at him with an icy stare. His eyes were uneven, with the right one open wide and arched while the left one drooped slightly. But the two eyes had one thing in common – they both seemed bottomless. “What’s going on?” Even as the Komandant was staring at him, he was directing his voice at his brother. “It’s this little coward.” The Hijena shoved him again. “He’s a slacker, and he’ll desert us at the first opportunity.” “What do you want me to do about it?” “It was your idea to put him in this unit in the first place,” the Hijena shouted. “He never should have been here.” “Just shut up for a minute. You may be my brother, but I’m in charge here.” The Hijena didn’t back off. “You should take him out and shoot him as an example to the others.” As the back-and-forth continued between the two brothers, spasms of weakness rushed through his knees. He was afraid to move. He tried to think of a way out of tha nightmare, but there was nowhere to go. As they debated what to do with him, his life was swinging in the balance. “You’re the one who picked him out of all the other garbage at the orphanage. You should have sold him like the others and made some money for yourself instead of sticking me with him.” He had been dragged out of the orphanage a year earlier. At the time, the man standing in front of him wasn’t known as the Kom-
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andant, and he wasn’t wearing any kind of a uniform. Whether he had any kind of military authority, no one said. He just appeared one day at the orphanage in Sarajevo, walking slowly behind the Director, peering at the children lined up in front of him. He said nothing, but he didn’t have to. He had the air of someone you needed to listened to – someone you needed to fear. As he walked down the line, he stared at each of the orphans and strays who were unlucky enough to be there, sometimes grabbing one of the children for a better look, often turning the youngster’s head from side to side, as if to assess how much it was worth. The rumor around the orphanage was that he was a child broker. With one flick of the finger he could pack you up and send you off to Godonly-knows where. “What’s so important that you had to come bursting in here?” “Here – look at the books I found in his pack.” The Hijena grabbed the backpack and dumped the contents on the desk. “Take a look at these.” “Oh, sit down.” The Komandant flicked his hand at his brother. “You look like you’re drunk.” “What are these books?” The Komandant picked one up and turned it over. “You just carry these books around with you? This writing here in the margin – is that poetry? Did you write that?” “Yes.” He could feel his voice breaking. “When do you find time to write poetry?” “He doesn’t even find time to fire his rifle straight,” the Hijena broke in. “I’ve watched him. He always fires into the air.” The Komandant gave his brother a gesture to be quiet. He grabbed another cigarette from a pack that he kept in a drawer, holding it between his yellow finger tips as he lit it. His teeth were gritted together, as the smoke escaped from the sides of his mouth. He stared straight ahead without blinking. “What is this, more poetry? It looks like these books are in English.” “They’re American . . . They’re American poets.” The Komandant poked through the pages. “What are these, women poets?” “Yes, sir, they’re . . . . they’re mostly women.”



Book Passage • January - February 2017 “And what’s this?” He picked a couple of petals out from the pages and rubbed them between his fingers. “You put flowers between the pages?” “They’re just local … I mean, they’re not really flowers. They’re wild plants that I found at one of our camps and used as bookmarks.” The Komandant gave a short grunt and threw the book down. He picked up another one. His gaze grew more menacing, as he thumbed through the pages. “What does this mean, ‘The Laws of War’?” He looked up sharply, his eyes reaching out like a pair of tentacles. “Where did you get this?” He flipped it over and looked at the back, and then he opened it and scanned a few more pages. “It says this is the text of the Geneva Conventions. What’s this all about?” “It was in a bookshop. I took it … I mean, I bought it. It was in a shop in Sarajevo.” The Hijena leapt out of his chair and poked at him. “What are you doing with all these books? Are you sitting there and reading them and playing with yourself?” The Komandant kept glaring at him, ignoring his brother’s outburst. “Do you think you are in Geneva?” It was phrased as a question, but he knew not to answer it. “Do you look around every day and think, ‘I am in Switzerland?’ Do you see some laws hanging out there on the trees, saying ‘you can do this, but you can’t do that?’ Do you think there is a set of rules out there that everyone plays by?” He managed a faint “no.” The Komandant kept going as if he hadn’t heard him. “Do you think there is some little rule book that we look at to see what we can do?” He picked up the book and spat on it. “That’s what I think of your book.” “We have one of our soldiers lying out there dead. He’s there right now – lying in the middle of the town square with the dogs sniffing at him. There’ll be maggots there before long. Do you think that we can send these people a nice little letter and quote them some section of your law book? Do you think we can say, ‘May we please go out there to recover the body’? Do you?” He tried to shake his head, but he was afraid to move. “Because if you do, let me tell you that it was those same people who shot him from the roof of the house. And then they shot him again as he was trying to get to safety. And it’s those same people who will shoot us if we try to get his body back.” He walked around the desk and grabbed him by his shirt. “There’s only one law out here. Shoot them before they shoot you. Attack their women before they attack yours. Do you understand that?” The Komandant gave him a shove against the wall. Then he picked up the books one by one, ripping them down the spine and throwing them into the corner. “What do you want me to do with him?” the Hijena asked. “Get him out of my sight.” The Hijena prodded him back towards the alley. “Just take him somewhere and make a man out of him.”
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He exhaled a long line of smoke. “And when you’re through with that, get rid of him.” * * * An artillery shell hit somewhere close to her house, sending a shock though the cellar. She squeezed against the wall, but it was shaking. There was more rifle fire, louder than before, coming in short, staccato bursts from somewhere nearby. She heard unfamiliar voices, men screaming commands, as they ran from room to room above her. Suddenly, the door to the cellar smashed open, and a group of armed men poured down the stairs. * * * He’d been running up the street with the others, trying to stay invisible in the pack of sweating, panting soldiers. They reached one of the houses, and the lead man shot at the door until it gave way. The Hijena was screaming orders as they scrambled through the hallway. Two of the men raced over to the cellar stairs and kicked at the door. The first jolt knocked it off its hinges, and the second one sent it clattering down the stairs. As the two men jumped over the debris, he felt a rifle butt in his back, shoving him down the stairs behind the others. The Hijena was shouting commands and warning them that it might be an ambush. Could it be a trap? He looked around quickly, trying to see if there was anyone lying in wait. From the dark corner, he suddenly saw a pair of eyes staring at him. It was a girl – maybe a little younger than him – and she was trying to make herself invisible behind a pile of blankets. He saw fear in her eyes. He’d been the first one to see her. The Hijena saw her next. * * * She could see him shaking. She could almost feel his fear, as he seemed to be quietly pleading with her to hide, to dig a little deeper into the corner. He was a soldier of some sort, but she knew he didn’t belong there. He was carrying a rifle, but he was pointing it into the air like he didn’t know what to do with it. But there was another man – a very different kind of man. And he had just seen her. The second man had a high, screeching voice that sent a chill through her. He pushed at the young soldier, forcing him to get closer and closer to her. Then he held up for a second, but only long enough to yell at the other two men to go back upstairs and check the other rooms. She suddenly realized she didn’t want the other two soldiers to leave. Every instinct told her she would be in more danger if they left than if they stayed. Now there were only the three of them. The man with the screeching voice shoved the terrified soldier on top of her. He pushed down hard on him, yelling at him to get even closer. * * * “This is how we teach these animals a lesson.” He felt the pressure from above pushing down hard on him, but his body kept refusing to move. The pair of eyes under him were terrified, and he thought he couldn’t bring any more pain to those eyes without bringing incalculable pain to himself. “Rip the dress off of her!” The Hijena’s hot breath enveloped him. “Do I have to kill you in order to teach you anything?”



30



Book Passage • January - February 2017



He was caught up in the pile of rags with the girl pinned underneath him. His tormentor was on top of both of them, shouting in his ear * * * He’s going to get himself killed. That thought spun through her head until it became a certainty: He was about to be shot. The things she been taught as a child raced through her mind, but none of them had anything to do with what was happening at that moment. There was nothing she knew that made any sense. The young soldier was pushing down on her, while at the same time he himself was being pushed. The madman hovering over both of them was going to shoot him, and then he would shoot her. They would both be left to die like a pair of pathetic lovers with their bodies entwined in a pool of blood. * * * He tried to get free, but the Hijena was on him, yelling in his ear, and reaching under him to tear at the girl’s dress. As her clothes came off in shreds, she seemed to be letting up. Was she giving up, or was she trying to protect him? * * * His eyes had a tearful message: I’m so sorry. * * * The eyes below him seem to answer: I know. * * * The Hijena finally grabbed him by the shirt collar and pulled him back up. “You’re through with that. Now, we have to get out of here.” He looked down at the girl and then back at the soldier. “Now, shoot her.” The Hijena waited a second and then yelled at him again. “Did you hear what I said? I told you to shoot her. You can’t leave witnesses around for this kind of thing. Do you want me to shoot her for you?” He stared at him. “You have a gun, use it.”



Gina San Francisco – 2011



It was a happy crowd. Friday night in a mid-town restaurant in San Francisco can be pretty lively. I was by myself, but there was a guy eyeing me from the other end of the bar. I’d seen him earlier, when he was chatting up the bartender. She hadn’t responded to his advances, so he’d turned his attention towards me. I could see why she wasn’t impressed. He preened every time he moved his body. I’d picked up enough women’s intuition along the way to know that was a bad sign. I did a quick assessment, trying to decide where he fit on my internal scale. Most women develop an alert-system as they’re growing up – an instinctive gauge that measures the threat or benefit of every man who approaches them. My situation was more complicated. I didn’t start out with that skill, but I learned a version of it later on. Right now the system was working, and I was pretty sure of one thing. This guy was not in my green zone. But where did he fit in? If he wasn’t at the top of the scale, was he all the way at the bottom where my fear gets tangled up in
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paranoia? I tried to visualize him in a war-like setting with hate in his eyes. That’s a quick judgment I make with every man I meet. If I sense anything, my body tenses up and the old wounds come roaring to the surface. My fears have never really left me. I can be standing in the middle of the bookstore – thousands of miles away on another continent – and suddenly everything might drop out from underneath me. Then I’m back in a dark room staring down the barrel of a rifle. But this guy hadn’t touched that hot wire. As I watched him swirl his drink at the end of that big, brass bar, I decided there wasn’t much to worry about. I climbed down from my fears and stuffed them back in their cage. He was still looking at me, but he wasn’t much more than a nuisance. He’d turned his body so that he was facing me, probably trying to decide when he should slide down the bar and make his move. He wanted to be cool about it, but he was failing completely. At that point it was pretty easy to see that he was just some character out by himself on a Friday night, trying to get laid. I should have been flattered – maybe even gratified – that my feminine charms were working so well, but instead I was just uncomfortable. I’m not that kind of woman. I know that sounds a bit prissy, but I mean it more literally than figuratively. There are things I don’t really talk about until I know you pretty well. When Silvia texted me earlier, saying that she’d be late, she said to meet her at the bar. But right then I was wishing I’d told her no and just sat at one of the tables near the door. I had an advancereader’s copy of Isabel Allende’s new novel that I planned to give her, and I would have enjoyed re-reading a few pages while I waited. I could have sat with my legs demurely crossed, looking a bit bookish. And those twenty feet or so between me and the others at the bar would have made all the difference. I would no longer be a pickup-waiting-to-happen. Even in the most sexually sophisticated city in the world, when a man sees a woman standing alone at a bar he thinks he owns her. The bartender placed a Rye Manhattan in front of me, and I took a slow taste, enjoying the quick, bracing effect of the first sip. I stared ahead, focusing on the array of gourmet wines and liquors
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Book Passage • January - February 2017 that covered the long front window behind the bar. The early evening light from Market Street filtered in through the glass behind the bottles, twinkling through the browns, ambers, and yellows of the liquids, creating a soft, unexpected light show. It was one of the subtle touches that made the Zuni Café my favorite restaurant in the City. That guy – I didn’t even bother to look at him anymore – was going nowhere because I could sense how clueless he was. He wasn’t the only one like that. My search for some sort of sensitivity in men had been utterly fruitless, and the selection seemed to be getting worse. I wasn’t sure what attracted me anymore. They all seemed to miss the stuff that’s important to a woman – important to me, anyway. I’d had my brown hair cut earlier in the day, and it curled softly around the collar of my slate-colored jacket. But ten minutes from now, this guy – and probably all the rest of them – couldn’t have told you the color of my hair or my jacket. I was wearing a pair of opal drop-earrings and a hand-crafted necklace that I’d picked up at a vintage jewelry store on Hayes Street, and there was a trio of bracelets on my right wrist in a matching color. The skirt was something I’d found in a thrift shop on Fillmore Street, and it went with an old pair of shoes that I had. My ensemble wouldn’t have won any fashion awards, but it reflected who I was at the moment. The thing I needed in a relationship was proving elusive. I longed for someone who would enjoy the subtleties of my feminine persona, but that kind of man wasn’t easy to find. The field, I knew, was very limited. I needed a person I could trust with a long, unpleasant list of things from my past. He had to be someone who wouldn’t be shocked by my wartime experiences or freaked out to learn there were people still trying to track me down. If my fears kicked in from time to time, he’d just have to accept it. And he’d have to put up with my dwindling hope of finding a lost child who by now was on her way to becoming a grown-up. And, of course, there was the big thing – the secret about me that wasn’t really much of a secret at all. He would have to do more than just accept that part of me – he would have to rejoice in it. My special someone had to be willing to get beyond the outer-me and draw on my inner yearning for love. But the guys I’d been meeting were nothing like that. They were like this one at the bar. I have big brown eyes that draw some attention, and I have long hands that I use to gesture a lot. But that’s not where most men stare. When they look at me, they only see a woman in her late thirties with somewhat angular features and a slightly skinny ass. I probably fit some vague idea of what an evening’s companion should look like. But guys like this, if they got that far, would be in for a surprise. The remaining episodes will be available on January 9 as a PDF download at williampetrocelli.com
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Upcoming Salon Meetings (Marin store)



Brooke Warner



Mon., Jan. 2 • 7:00 pm



Writing coach and publisher expert



Andy Ross



Mon., Feb. 6 • 7:00 pm



Literary agent and founder of Andy Ross Literary Agency



California Writers Club A Professional Writing Club



4th Sunday/ monthly • 2:00-4:00 pm $5 for members; $10 for non-members The Marin branch of the California Writers Club celebrates 14 years with Book Passage. Meetings are open to the public. or information, See www.cwcmarinwriters.com f.



Upcoming Meetings at the Marin store:



Tanya Egan Gibson



Sun., Jan. 22



Amelia Beamer



Sun., Feb. 26



“Show vs. Tell: Which to Use When—and Why”



“Creating Narrative Tension”



Be the first to hear! Register for the



Book Passage Fortnightly eNewsletter!



To be sure you hear about exciting author events, register for our eNewsletter, The Fortnightly. In 2016, subscribers were the first to hear about incredible events with Senator Bernie Sanders, actress Anna Kendrick, and many more! To register, visit bookpassage.com and click the “Sign Up for Email Updates” button or email Marketing Manager Zack Ruskin at [email protected].



Join us for fun & food! Our award-winning Cooks with Books events are held at outstanding Bay Area restaurants. The meal is inspired by the author/chefs who discuss their cookbooks with guests throughout the meal. These are happy, convivial events.



Book Passage



51 Tamal Vista Blvd., Corte Madera, CA 94925 (415) 927-0960 • www.bookpassage.com



PRSRT STD U.S. POSTAGE PAID Handled with Care



Event tickets include the meal, wine, tip, and a signed copy of the book. Reserve at Book Passage 415-9270960, ext 1, or at bookpassage.com/ food-wine-events



John Ash



Cooking Wild



Time sensitive material - Postmaster please deliver between 12/27 & 12/30



Cooks with Books!



More than 150 recipes for Eating Close to Nature



Thurs., Jan. 19 • 6:30 pm • Left Bank $115 person, $165 couple (one book) Chef John Ash, known as the Father of the Wine Country cuisine, has long advocated for ethical food that is both good for us and the planet. He says to eat wild foods, you needn’t crawl through the forest or hunt your own game because we have an abundance of natural, untreated and healthy foods at our local markets. This unusual and delicious cookbook features recipes that include Warm Dandelion Salad, Nettle Pesto, Huckleberry Butter Tart and other delights.



Marie Simmons Whole World Vegetarian



Fri., Feb. 3 • 12:00 pm • Greens Restaurant $115 person, $175 per couple (one book) We welcome back chef, teacher and culinary guru Marie Simmons, author of a dozen cookbooks and winner of the Julia Child and James Beard awards. In Whole World Vegetarian, she includes recipes from around the globe, filling each plate with bold and imaginative flavors. This is a voluminous cookbook that is the result of years of research. Simmons is the author of Taste of Honey, Fig Heaven, and The Good Egg.



Georgeanne Brennan La Vie Rustic



Sun., March 26 • 11:30 am • Left Bank $115 person, $165 per couple (one book) James Beard-award winning author, journalist, and friend to Book Passage, Georgeanne Brennan brings us an approach to cooking in the French tradition for American home cooks. It’s a cookbook driven by the seasons, full of commentary on creating a sustainable life in France as well as personal notes that celebrates her relationship between cooking and the land. In 2014, Brennan founded La Vie Rustic: Sustainable Living in the French Style, a product line and online store. Brennan is the author of many cookbooks, including her memoir A Pig in Provence.



Desmond Tan & Kate Leahy Burma Superstar Addictive Recipes from a Beloved SF Restaurant



Thurs., Apr. 6 • 6:30 pm • Burma Love $120 person, $195 couple (one book) Burma Superstar restaurants are a hot spot and for years locals and out of owners line up out the door for the genius flavors served up by Chef Desmond Tan. The collection of recipes in Burma Superstar includes restaurant favorites like Tea Leaf Salad, Samosa Soup, and Pumpkin Pork Stew. Co-author Kate Leahy has contributed to many notable cookbooks, including A16 and Cookie Love.



Deborah Madison



In My Kitchen



A Collection of New Vegetarian Recipes



Thurs., Apr. 27 • 6:30 pm • Spinster Sisters $110 person, $170 couple (one book) Deborah Madison is the award-winning author of 13 cookbooks and is best known for her simple, seasonal, vegetarian based cooking. In her newest cookbook, In My Kitchen, Madison shares 100 of her most inspired and innovative recipes, including Roasted Jerusalem Artichoke Soup with Sunflower Sprouts, Fennel Shaved with Tarragon and Walnuts, and her delicious Blood Orange Cake. Madison got her start at Chez Panisse before opening Greens in SF. In 2016, she was inducted into the James Beard Foundation Cookbook Hall of Fame.



Cal Peternell A Recipe for Cooking



Sun., Apr. 30 • 12:00 pm • Left Bank $115 person, $175 couple (one book) As a follow up to the N.Y. Times bestselling IACP Award-winning Twelve Recipes, Cal Peternell brings us A Recipe for Cooking. In this cookbook, Peternell’s goal is to allow the home chef time to plot and plan with plenty of stirring, chopping and peeling for all occasions. It includes wonderful ideas for holiday and family events or even a special meal for two. Peternell has been chef at Berkeley’s legendary Chez Panisse since 2000.
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