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THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES - November 1 - November 8



Sunday



11/01



DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS - FALL BACK! 9:00am Taizé Worship – Sanctuary 9:30am Intergenerational Forum - Vaughan Fellowship Hall 9:30am Adult Sunday School Study - Bradow Room 10:15am Prayer in the Courtyard – Church Courtyard 10:30am Worship Service with Communion - Sanctuary 10:45am Children Church School (No Youth Church School on 1st Sunday) 11:45am Fellowship - Vaughan Fellowship Hall 12:00pm Welcoming, Fellowship & Growth Mtg. - Hoffmann Room 5:00pm Covenant Community - Bradow Room FOOD BAGS DUE TODAY



Monday



11/02



12:15pm 3:45pm



Monday Lunch Group – Hoffmann Room Nominating Committee Meeting - Pilgrim House



Tuesday



11/03



12:30pm 6:30pm



Pray at the Legislature - Downtown Raleigh (SJM) Youth Fellowship - Vaughan Fellowship Hall



Wednesday



11/04



9:30am 6:00pm 7:00pm



Tai Chi – Vaughan Fellowship Hall Bible Study - Pilgrim House Choir Practice - Sanctuary



Thursday



11/05



7:00pm



Deacons’ Meeting - Hoffmann Room



Saturday



11/07



9:30am



Saturday Morning Book Club – Library



Sunday



11/08



9:00am 9:30am 9:30am 9:30am 10:15am 10:30am 10:45am 11:45am 12:00pm 12:00pm 5:00pm



Taizé Worship – Sanctuary Choir Practice - Sanctuary Forum - Vaughan Fellowship Hall Adult Sunday Study - Bradow Room Prayer in the Courtyard – Church Courtyard Worship Service - Stewardship Sunday - Sanctuary Children & Youth Church School Fellowship - Vaughan Fellowship Hall (VFH) Caring Committee - Bradow Room Community Outreach Ministry - Hoffmann Room Covenant Community - Bradow Room



For a list of all events, view our calendar at www.communityucc.org COMMUNITY UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, North Carolina 27607 Tel: 919-809-8850 Office Hours: 9:00am-2:00pm M-Th www.communityucc.org Office: [email protected] Interim Pastor: [email protected] Interim Pastor: Rev. Peg Nowling Williams Office Manager: Cathy Marshall Children’s Ministry: Anne Bailey Zschau Youth & Adult Education: Śānti Matthew Organist: Doug Barrick Choir Director: Anne Moorman-Smith Nursery Workers: Margaret Osborne, Karen Preston



Community United Church of Christ Nurturing Spiritual Growth and Working for Social Justice From the Intentional Interim Pastor If you have been in worship lately, you know I love to talk about stewardship. For me, the conversation about stewardship is about how we do ministry. To be certain, we have to talk about money. It is extraordinarily important to us to worship together. We need money to pay the staff, keep the building open, to print bulletins and keep the building and grounds clean and tidy. However, we also want to contribute to our community by supporting the United Church of Christ, organizations near and dear to our hearts, and to help people out in hard times. Conversations about stewardship encourage us to think boldly about how to be the voice, hands, and feet of God in our community, denomination, and world. On November 15, we will celebrate the contributions we each make to CUCC by receiving our pledge cards in worship. I hope and pray that you will be in worship to bring your pledge. Your contribution, whatever the amount, helps us to be the church God calls us to be. You and your gifts of time, energy, and financial contribution will indeed make a difference. Peace and grace, Pastor Peg



P.S. I will be away on vacation from Nov. 6-14. For pastoral emergencies, contact Robert Parrish (919-616-1606) or the church office (919-809-8850).



STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY CUCC TALENT AND VARIETY SHOW - LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE SAVE THE DATE!! Saturday, November 14, 2015, 7:00pm - 9:00pm, Vaughan Fellowship Hall. This will be a bang-up ending to a spectacular pledge drive and is one of the funniest, most side-splitting shows that you will see this year - sponsored jointly by the Stewardship Ministry and our Youth. It is an inter-generational party to be enjoyed by all. We’re looking for talent of all varieties, so please sign up soon so that you can be included in the program. Sign up in the Narthex for the next two Sundays or contact Śānti Matthews ([email protected]), who is scheduling the star groups. Don’t worry about being laughed at, because that is the point, but if you have a serious talent and want to perform, we promise to behave accordingly. Please come and join us. It helps us to plan the food if you RSVP; but if you forget, come anyway. Let us support the talented folks in our congregation and enjoy an evening with friends. Childcare will be provided if needed, as well as mouth-watering desserts, coffee, tea and cocoa. - Submitted by Carol Kepler



P.S. We’d like more adult involvement in the variety show; so, TO ALL ADULTS: Please unleash those dogs and ponies! Your "act" does not have to involve talent. I like the "untalent" show that SIS has at their annual beach retreat. Someone who no longer attends CUCC said we do not know how to have fun at CUCC. Let's prove otherwise. Maybe CUCC needs a jug band. If you don't know what that is, you can find one through Google. - Submitted by Vivian Hunter



PRAYER CONCERNS Jason Abelos and family Jerri & Carolyn Ball (Cynthia Ball’s parents) Vandy Bradow and her Mother, Ida Klages Locke deBruyne (Carol Clark’s brother) Aurora & Ted Gregory John Hondros (Kathy Widenhouse’s friend) Sherri King and her family Lisa Marsh Ed & Wanda Nicholson (Friends of Sue Cottle) Kathy Wajerski - Pastor Peg’s Sister Don Widenhouse Dem. Republic of the Congo



Lectionary and Sermon Information



November 1: 23rd Sunday after Pentecost All Saints Day Sermon Title: “Saints & Sinners”” Scripture: Hebrew 12:1-3 Lectionary for November: Nov. 1: 23rd Sunday after Pentecost; Ruth 1:1-8; Ps 146; Heb 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34 (Green or White) All Saints Day Readings for All Saints Day: Wis of Sol 3:19 or Isa 25:6-9; Ps 24; Rev 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44 Nov. 8: 24th Sunday after Pentecost; Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17; Ps 127 or 1 Kings 17:8-16; Ps 146; Heb 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44 (Green) Stewardship Sunday Nov. 15: 25th Sunday after Pentecost; 1 Intergenerational Forum on November 1st Sam 1:4-20; 1 Sam 2:1-10 or Daniel 12:1-3; Ps Go around the world with us! Visit such places 16; Heb 10:11-14, (15-18) 19-25; Mark 13:1-8 (Green) as India, Japan, and Germany through the Nov 22: Reign of Christ; 2 Sam 23:1-7; Ps eyes and hearts of our friends who have re132:1-12, (13-18) or Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps cently returned from their travels. Be en93; Rev 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37 (Green or gaged, moved, and inspired, as we discover White) Thanksgiving Sunday - United Black transformative experiences abroad. Christians Anniversary 9:30am - Vaughan Fellowship Hall. Nov 29: First Sunday of Advent ; Jer 33:14November Forum - Refugees and Immigration 16; Ps 25:1-10; 1 Thes 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 In a world becoming increasingly globalized, more people are leaving their homelands to To listen to audio recordings of previous serseek better lives and opportunities in new mons stored in CUCC's archive, go to http:// countries. Their reasons for leaving are diwww.communityucc.org/2015/02/ verse and complex. The U.S. has long been a sermons.html. nation of immigrants and we are consistently conflicted about this. We gratefully welcome Adult Sunday School Class immigrants and their contributions; and Sunday Mornings, 9:30am - 10:15am, we exclude them, discriminate against them Bradow Room and, at times, inflict grave harm upon them. Led by Ellen Beidler and Bill Lamb As Christians, we are called to love our neigh- We are currently listening to a CD series, An bors. The Bible is clear in calling us to welUndivided Life, by Parker Palmer. You do come aliens and strangers and to love them not need to buy the book. We listen to 30 as we love ourselves. In these times, let us minutes from the series and then have 15 to listen to the voice of the still-speaking God as 20 minutes of discussion. This study has self we learn how to respond to these new sisters contained lessons. You can easily drop in as and brothers residing among us. (ucc.org) your schedule permits.



Wider Outreach PFLAG Special “Holiday” Potluck Please join us Wednesday, November 18, 7:00pm, CUCC, in the Vaughan Fellowship Hall, for our special “Holiday” Potluck. The holidays can be stressful for everyone, but the members of the LGBTQ community may have additional stressors if they do not have supportive families. Join us as we share a meal and discuss various scenarios that may happen during the holidays. ALL ALLIES, FAMILY MEMBERS AND LGBTQ INDIVIDUALS ARE WELCOME. No pressure on sharing. You may listen and/or contribute as much as you wish. All meetings are confidential and all are welcome! PFLAG is the United States' largest organization for parents, families, friends, and straight allies united with people who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender. The mission of PFLAG Triangle is to: Support Families and Friends – by working to foster loving relationships, by helping them understand and affirm their gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender loved ones; Educate Ourselves and the Public – by working with educators, faith groups, businesses, media, and the larger community; Advocate for Equality – by calling for equal human and civil rights. We strive to create a world where our loved ones are judged on the content of their character, not by their sexual orientation or gender identity. - Submitted by Cathy Marshall (ONA) PLM FAMILIES TOGETHER “Heading Home” Campaign - Help Us End Homelessness for Children and Their Families



This holiday season, we ask you to consider the phrase “I’M HEADING HOME!” You might use it casually all the time. But what if you didn’t have a home? What if your children were looking up at you asking, “Where are we sleeping tonight”? At PLM Families Together, our goal between now and the end of the year is to raise $50,000 to help families who are living in shelters, motels, or cars, know the joy of “heading home.” Did you know there are approximately 4,000 children who experience homelessness each year in Wake County? Together we can take steps to change that. To help our campaign succeed, The Stewards Fund has pledged a $19,000 all-or-nothing challenge match. So if you’re a current supporter who wants to give more, a new donor, or we haven’t heard from you in at least 18 months, your gift can be doubled. Your “Heading Home” donation will be used to help a family return to an affordable home of their own, and will support our long-term work with them. Please visit our website to give (www.plmft.org). Questions? Email [email protected] or 919-212-1123 ext. 231. We are sincerely grateful for any help you are able to provide. Holiday Smiles – Thank You! Thank you to the churches and individuals who’ve offered to help one or more families in our program with presents for the Christmas holiday. We are overwhelmed with your generosity. Share and help us get the word out Do you use Instagram? Connect with us (PLMFT). You’ll also find regular updates on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/PLMFT), and on Twitter (@PLMFT).



Have Your Say on CUCC’s Budget, Sunday, November 8, Noon Don’t wait to speak up until we’re ready to vote on the budget in a congregational meeting. Come Sunday, November 8, after worship at Noon, Vaughan Fellowship Hall, to let the Stewardship Ministry know of any specific suggestions you have for the budget. Or send suggestions to Carol Kepler of the Stewardship Ministry.



Legal Rights LGBT Community Forum Finally! A Panel Discussion on LGBT Legal Rights in NC, for the LGBT Community. Wednesday, November 4, 2015, 6:30pm to 8:00pm Location: Community United Church of Christ, 814 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, NC 27607 Legal Topics: Adoption, Separation, Divorce, Social Security, Health Insurance, Retirement Event Sponsors: Legal Shield, The Entrepreneur’s Source, and CUCC (ONA) Register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lgbt-community-legal-event-2-tickets-18848930659 Your Advance Questions: Email us at [email protected] (If you require childcare, contact Joan McAllister as soon as possible. “If you don’t know your rights you have NO rights!”



From the Social Justice Ministry: Congregations for Social Justice At the October meeting of the Congregations for Social Justice, Larry Jarvis asked for support for the Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area (NRSA) designation for the Washington Terrace and College Park re-development projects. Specifically he asked members of CSJ to speak at the November 3, 2015, Public Hearing before the City Council in favor of the development of affordable housing and the NRSA. The NRSA designation will increase the chances that developers like DHIC can successfully compete for tax credits and other funds made available by state and federal agencies for affordable housing construction, not just for Washington Terrace but also for the city’s College Park re -development. That Public Hearing is scheduled to be the first item on the 7:00 p.m. agenda of the council November 3, 2015. The hearing is scheduled for the council chambers at city hall. Usually the Mayor asks if there is anyone who wishes to speak at the beginning of a public hearing. Folks usually have a 2 minute time limit. You will be asked to state your name and your address at the beginning of you time. Strongest voices will be Raleigh citizens who live in the NRSA designation areas. Strong voices will be Raleigh residents. Weak voices will be those living outside the city. If you can attend and speak about the NRSA designation for Washington Terrace and College Park redevelopment area please do so sighting the great need for affordable housing construction in the city and the difficulty finding enough funding sources to meet the subsidy needs of developers who construct affordable housing. For more information, contact Adrienne Little at [email protected] or Joe Rappl, Chair of the CSJ Housing team at (919) 720-3241 (cell) if you have any questions. – Submitted by Adrienne Little for the Social Justice Ministry



Sunday, November 22, Noon, Vaughan Fellowship Hall. At our fall congregational meeting, we will preview the proposed 2016 budget and hear a report on recruitment of congregational officers, ministry chairs and committee members. Input on the budget should be given to Carol Kepler at the Stewardship meeting on November 8, or email her at [email protected]. If you’d like to volunteer on a committee or ministry or recommend someone, contact Geri Bowen, Marty Lamb or Pastor Peg.



YOUTH-LED VARIETY SHOW! COMING SOON! Our Youth-Led Church-Wide Variety Show takes place in the heart of our Stewardship Season: November 14, 7-9PM Look for a sign-up sheet in the Narthex, and LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE: You can read a poem, sing a song, play an instrument, tell a joke, or even make funny animal sounds.



Pastoral Relations Committee Formed We would like to inform the congregation that a Pastoral Relations Committee has been formed in accordance with the church's Bylaws. This committee will be a standing committee that seeks to support and maintain an open and healthy relationship between the pastor and members of the congregation. The committee’s current members are Ellen Beidler, Marty Lamb, Jeanne Ledbetter, Todd Lipman, and David Sigmon. While the specific details of the role of the committee within the church are still under development, the two primary purposes of the committee are to serve as an advisory group to the pastor and as support for the pastor's leadership. As an advisory group, the goal is for the committee to share ideas, dreams, hopes, expectations, and concerns of the congregation with the pastor in a constructive manner. As support for the pastor, the goal of the committee is to interpret roles, functions, and needs of the pastor to the congregation. As the Pastoral Relations Committee continues to develop, we will provide more information about its role within the church over the coming weeks and months. - Submitted by David Sigmon Calling All Singers Calling all singers!! We know that many of you can really sing out when you want to. Our choir will welcome any and all closet or shower singers. Believe me, our wonderful choir director has the skills to teach any and all to sing. We practice on Wednesday nights before the 2nd and 4th Sundays, and then again on those Sunday mornings at 9:30am in the Sanctuary. Please join us. - Submitted by Carol Kepler for the Choir



Sunday School News The Blessing of the Animals was a joyous occasion. Pastor Peg blessed dogs, a cat, a gecko, hamsters, mice, and gerbils. Animals who couldn’t attend received a blessing via a photograph. This is an especially meaningful ceremony for me. My animals have received blessings for almost 20 years. I hope this will become a tradition at CUCC. We even had a friend attend who did not have an animal but wanted to join us! All are welcome. On October 4th, our own Eli Sigmon spoke at Intergenerational Sunday School. Eli told the history of how our Plant A Row garden began and brought everyone up to date on the garden today. Eli did a great job! Since January, our Sunday School class has been saving our offering for MIRA, an organization that provides guide dogs to blind children. During his talk about the garden, Eli shared information about MIRA. The next week I received word that the Social Justice Ministry wanted to give us a $100 donation for MIRA. When I announced the gift during Sunday School a loud cheer went up and I was afraid it could be heard in worship! On October 18th, the children held an art sale during Fellowship to benefit MIRA. We worked very hard on our original paintings. The artists were on hand to discuss their work with collectors. All the paintings were purchased and the children raised $224.77 for MIRA. Thanks to everyone who supported MIRA by purchasing a painting or making a donation. We’ll continue to save our weekly offering for MIRA through the end of the year and report our grand total. Our annual tradition of providing the Fellowship the Sunday before Halloween was a huge success. Thank you to Susan Maleszweski for planning and directing everything! And thank you to the parents who donated the ingredients and helped Ms. Susan with our cooking. We could not do this without Ms. Susan and our parents. Ms. Erin is again leading our choir and we are practicing for our upcoming events. Our choir meets during Sunday School prior to our lesson. Our practice dates are Nov.8th, Nov.22nd at 10am, Dec.20th at 10am w/adult choir, Jan 10th, 24th, Feb.14th, 28th at 10am, March 13th, April 10th, 24th, May 8th, May 22nd at 10am. Performances will be: Nov. 22nd -Thanksgiving theme Feb. 28th - Love Theme Dec. 24th - With Adult Choir May 22nd - Spring Musical Special Dates to Remember November 8: Intergenerational Sunday School 22: Choir sings for Thanksgiving 29: Children make ornaments for church tree during Sunday School December 6: Intergenerational Sunday School Pageant practice Family Advent celebration 5pm-7pm 13: Christmas pageant during worship, All children are welcome. Grandchildren, visitors, friends are all welcome. We have plenty of costumes. Join us and we will have a place for you! 20: Christmas sing along 27: No Sunday School



SOLAR POWER UPDATE We are now a clean energy power station!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Praise God for the sun that gives us light and life!! On Thursday, October 15, we turned on our solar array and began generating electricity! Soon we hope to have a link from our website to a monitoring app so you can check our generation. We also plan to post information about our electricity usage so you can see how much of that is covered by our solar generation. We plan for the official dedication of the system to occur in February at the JCC led worship service. Go to http://cuccsolarproject.blogspot.com/p/main-page.html for more information. Submitted by Gary Smith for JCC



Community Outreach Ministry Update    



The Neighbors in Need offering brought in $1,730.00 (and still counting)! Thanks for your generous gifts! CUCC participants in the October 25 CROP Walk varied in age from kids under 10 to kids over 70 and everywhere in between. More info in the article below. COM continues to provide a meal at the Wright Center each month. See Laura Upchurch to volunteer to cook or serve. Coming up: CUCC will participate at The Food Bank on November 21. We need 25 volunteers (adults or older youth).



CROP Walk Update Thank you all for the wonderful support you showed for the CROP Walk and the fight against hunger. I have some amazing news to share! Donations kept coming in even after the walk, such that our total funds raised were $4,553.68 as of Monday evening. CUCC is the #1 team in Raleigh online -- and I suspect over all! The walk itself included 33 CUCC participants. The youngest walker was 3 years old, donations began at $5. One of our fundraisers raised over $1,000 and was the #2 fundraiser in all of Raleigh! Again many thanks to all that participated and supported us in different ways. You are such a giving group in so many ways. Sincerely, Maria Mayorga - Team Captain



Emergency food bags



The Food Pantry at Urban Ministries will provide one week’s worth of groceries for more than 8,000 families in need, including 9,000 children. Our contributions may seem small, but they are vital and greatly appreciated. A food bag costs about $20 to fill. If that’s a little steep for you, get together with a buddy and split the cost. Our Food bags are collected the first Sunday of every month. Bring them to the church and drop them off in the shopping cart in the Vaughan Fellowship Hall. Please double-bag your items, and if you sort your bag into two bags, please tie them together or label them so that we know they go together. The items to include in a food bag are: 1 lb. grits 1 lb. rice 1 lb. dried beans 2 cans tomatoes 2 cans applesauce 2 macaroni & cheese 1 jar peanut butter 2 1qt pkgs dry milk 2 cans navy, pinto or pork ‘n beans P.S. If you forget to bring a bag or didn’t have time to shop, you may donate any amount of money to Community Outreach to be used to purchase a food bag.



The Recent Past Our Youth have been active in the life of our church this fall. They have engaged in spiritual growth, social justice, fellowship, service, and more. They...  led Children's Church School on Labor Day weekend  worked in Vandy Bradow's yard for a half day as a silent auction fundraiser  began meeting each Tuesday night for silliness, service, speakers, and spiritual growth  helped with Welcoming Sunday activities  went on a spiritual weekend beach retreat focusing on identity and group building  marched in Pride Parade  provided a Walk for Hope Mission Moment  read scripture in worship  held an Appalachia Service Project planning meeting  provided leadership for Intergenerational Forum on October 4 and November 1  created and delivered a dramatic reading for worship on World Communion Sunday  participated in the Blessing of the Animals  joined The Walk for Hope, and raised over $2,500  learned from a speaker who shared with them about Urban Ministries  packed 50 rice bags to help feed those who don't have adequate nutritious food  played group building games on our grounds  joined the CROP Walk  Shared a mini spiritual retreat: Celebrating Our Saints Coming Up For ALL IN OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY!: Intergenerational Forum on November 1: Go around the world with us! Visit such places as India, Japan, and Germany through the eyes and hearts of our friends who have recently returned from their travels. Be engaged, moved, and inspired, as we discover transformative experiences abroad. Variety Show! COMING SOON is our Youth-Led Church-Wide VARIETY SHOW which takes place in the heart of our stewardship season: November 14, 7:00pm -9:00pm. Food Bank Service Project, Saturday, November 21, 1:00pm - 4:00 pm. CUCC is on the volunteer schedule on November 21 from 1-4 at the Food Bank. We need 25 volunteers and especially want to get the youth involved in this. For more info or to give input about Youth or Adult Education at CUCC, please contact Śānti Matthews: Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday 9AM-2PM, 919-961-8814, [email protected]



Adult Worship, Education, and Fellowship Opportunities



Adult Worship, Education, and Fellowship Opportunities



Opportunities to Gather, Wonder, Work, and Worship



Annual Community Thanksgiving Service Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 2723 Clark Avenue, Raleigh, NC, will host the annual Community Thanksgiving Service this year on Tuesday, November 24, at 7pm. Involved with this special worship will be the pastors, members, and choirs of Fairmont United Methodist Church, West Raleigh Presbyterian Church, Pullen Memorial Baptist Church, and Community United Church of Christ. Pastor Sharon will be our preacher for the evening.



Sunday Morning:  9:00 a.m. Taize Contemplative Worship Service in the Sanctuary (connecting to Spirit through chanting, song, meditation, scripture, and words)  9:30 a.m. Forum in the Fellowship Hall (exploring social justice issues and living out our faith together) On the 1st Sunday of the month we enjoy a more experiential Intergenerational Forum.  9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School in the Bradow Room (A study of Parker Palmer's An Undivided Life Series)  10:30 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary (and on the first Sunday of each month, we share the sacrament of Communion) Mondays:  Monday Lunch Group in the Hoffmann Room every Monday. Folks drift in by 12:30 bringing their own lunch. The group shares concerns and hears suggested prayer topics, and then they enter into silent prayer and meditation which precedes the main program. Generally the Monday Lunch Group chooses a book of common interest to read and study over a period of several weeks. Tuesdays:  Life and Faith in Downtown Raleigh meets monthly on 1st Tuesdays (sharing and exploring questions of faith in a casual setting; Tyler's Taproom, 18 Seaboard Ave., Raleigh)  Taize’ Contemplative Worship meets monthly on 3rd Tuesdays in the Church Sanctuary (connecting to Spirit through chanting, song, meditation, scripture, and words)  Sisters in Spirit - (SIS) - On the 4th Tuesday of every month, join women of all ages for an evening of conversation, a shared meal, and laughter as they explore development of their souls' creativity and support each other on life’s journey. SIS will next meet on Tuesday, November 22, at the home of Gray Woodard. Check the church calendar for more info. Wednesdays:  Tai Chi - Wednesday mornings, 9:30am - Vaughan Fellowship Hall  Bible Study on 1st and 3rd Wednesdays in Pilgrim House (a small, conversational, and unconventional Bible Study with room for all ideas, perspectives, and beliefs) Saturdays:  Saturday Morning Book Club - 9:30am, Library. For additional information, contact Ed Klemmer at [email protected] For all upcoming events go to www.communityucc.org.



Understanding Our Biases - Two Workshop Series Have you ever felt surprised or ashamed of your gut-level reaction to a person you considered “different”? Perhaps it was someone that was Black, Gay, Poor, Asian, Republican, Muslim, Disabled, or Hispanic. Do you want to explore, in a safe environment, the invisible mental shortcuts that create biases that divide us and rob us of a truly just, diverse, and inclusive society? Community United Church of Christ will be offering a two-workshop series that will lead you on a journey of self-exploration of your hidden biases. Along your trek you will discover strategies to confront racial bias in yourself as you encounter it in your daily interactions. The two 2-hour workshops will be held in the Vaughan Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, December 2, and Wednesday, December 9, from 7:00pm - 9:00pm. Please plan to attend both sessions. Child care will be provided. To register, contact Joan McAllister at 919851-9674 or [email protected]. In order to gain maximum benefit from the workshops, we ask that you take the Implicit Association Test (IAT) that will help determine the underlying biases that people may have and may not be aware of. The test is free and is online at http://implicit.harvard.edu. For the purposes of this workshop, please take the Race test. You may want to take other tests out of curiosity. Harvard University will collect the data from these tests for their research, but the results are not directly connected to your identity. You can print out your results if you wish, but are not required to share your information unless you wish to do so. Your participation in these workshops demonstrates your willingness to open your heart and mind to uncover unconscious biases so that your consciously held values will prevail. Fear Not! Angela Holloway, MSW, M.Ed., an experienced facilitator on exploring racial bias will lead the workshops. - Submitted by Joan McAllister & Santi Matthews For more info or to give input about Youth or Adult Education at CUCC, please contact Śānti Matthews: Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday 9AM-2PM, 919-961-8814, [email protected]
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