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ART AND CULTURE: (GS-1) ‘PaikaBidroha’ to be named as 1st War of Independence Context: •



The ‘PaikaBidroha’ (Paika rebellion) of 1817 will find a place in the history books as ‘the First War of Independence’from the next academic session.



Significance of the change: • • •



PaikaBidroha’ took place four decades before the 1857 Sepoy Mutiny. But, the 1857 Sepoy Mutiny is so far been regarded as the First War of Indian Independence. Thus, to give concrete factual knowledge, the government is on the verge to amend PaikaBidroha’ of 1817 as ‘the First War of Independence’ PaikaBidroha



• • •



•



• • • •



PaikaBidroha, was an armed rebellion against the British East India Company's rule in Odisha in 1817. The Paikas rose in rebellion under their leader BakshiJagabandhu and, projecting Jagannath as the symbol of Odia unity. The rebellion quickly spread across most of Odisha before being ruthlessly put down by the company's forces. Paikas Paikas were essentially the peasant militias of the Gajapati rulers of Odisha who rendered military service to the king during times of war while taking up cultivation during times of peace. The Paikas were organised into three ranks distinguished by their occupation and the weapons they wielded. These were the Paharis, the bearers of shields and the khanda sword, The Banuas who led distant expeditions and used matchlocks and The Dhenkiyas - archers who also performed different duties in Odisha armies.
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SOCIETY AND RELATED ISSUES: (GS1) Rural wagesin India needs attention Context: • •



Rural wages in India over the past few years seem to have been ignored. This collapse and stagnation deserves a closer look than it has received thus far.



What are the problems of rural wages in India? • • • • • •



Lower income of the people in rural areas is because of the low prices of agricultural products. Most new jobs in the rural are for unskilled workers, so the wages and nature of the work are unattractive. There is a strong gender disparity, where the female worker is paid only 70% of what the male worker earns. With the advent of Green Revolution, money wage rates started increasing, but with the raise of prices, real wage rates did not increase. Increase in wages, unaccompanied by productivity increases, could lead to a wage-price spiral, thereby offsetting the positive impact of initial increase in real wages on welfare. If increase in wages in one sector leads to subsequent increase in wages across the economy, the competitiveness of the economy could be negatively impacted.



What are the drawbacks of rural wages programmes in India? • • • • •



Objectives of one program conflict with those of others, and there is no institutional mechanism for reconciling them. Poor norms of fixation, enforcement, implementation and coverage in various parts of the country are other important drawbacks. Different wages are fixed for the same work in different sectors. Thus there is no justification of labour cost. The funds which are allotted for a particular wage program is not supervised. Hence, it is not used with honesty. There is ardent insufficiency of manpower, training and efficiency to run these rural wages programmes.



Government initiatives taken: •



•



•



Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA): MGNREGA attempts to address two of the key concerns related to poverty in India: unemployment and a flagging agriculture sector. The present policy frame of MGNREGA is based on three-pronged accomplishment to alleviate and reduce poverty in the country which constitutes: o Stepping up of economic growth o Direct strike on poverty through employment, income-generating programmes and assets creation for the poor and o Human and social development policies for the poor and the needy. DeenDayalUpadhyayaGrameenKaushalyaYojana or DDU-GKY: It is Government of India youth employment scheme.
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It aims to target youth, under the age group of 15–35 years. DDU-GKY is a part of the National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM), tasked with the dual objectives of adding diversity to the incomes of rural poor families and cater to the career aspirations of rural youth. Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP): Jobs created by the Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP), generates employment in rural and urban areas by initiating new micro enterprises and small projects. Startup India: Under this programme, the government encouraged banks to provide finance to young entrepreneurs to start their own business ventures. o



•



•



India against Blue Whale Game Context: • •



With alarming cases of suicides because of the recent Blue Whale Game, the Supreme Court has ordered educational programmes about the dangers of the online. It is to be a public broadcasted through Doordarshan.



What is being done? •



• • •



The Supreme Court directed public broadcaster Doordarshan to conceive a cautionary and educational programabout the dangers of the online game which goads players, mostly students, to commit suicide. A Bench gave the public broadcaster a week time to prepare the programme and air it on prime time. The idea behind the programme is to make parents and children aware of the dangers of online games like Blue Whale. Many state governments and schools put out a list of guidelines to raise awareness about the twisted game and also urged parents to keep a strict check on their children’s online activities



What are the other measures to be taken? • • • •



Schools as well as police should issue advisories to parents urging them to be vigilant. There must be firewalls against potentially deadly and violent online games. The internet safety organisations across the world should have a strict surveillance over such games which are harmful in any means. The organisations should provide general advice to parents and educators on suicide prevention, mental health awareness, and online safety.



Blue Whale game or Blue Whale Challenge • • • •



The Blue Whale game or Blue Whale Challenge is believed to be a suicide game wherein a group of administrators or a certain curator gives a participant a task to complete daily. It is for a period of 50 days. The final of which is the participant committing suicide. Participants are expected to share photos of the challenges/tasks completed by them.
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Consequences of the game: • • •



The game leads to complete a series of dark challenges. For example, self-harming, and ultimately goading the youngster to commit suicide. The game leaves vulnerable children vulnerable children at risk of o Cyberbullying: Cyber-bullying or cyber-harassment is a form of bullying or harassment using electronic forms of contact. o Online shaming: Online shaming is a form of Internet vigilantism in which targets are publicly humiliated using technology like social and new media.



National Anthem debate Context •



The apex court recently observed that people don’t have to stand up at a cinema hall to be perceived as patriotic.



‘Forced’ patriotism: • •



Patriotism is a very personal sentiment and an individual’s right to express it in his/her own way is ingrained in the constitutional right to freedom of expression. The purpose for the measure as cited by the Court was to ‘instill the feeling of committed patriotism and nationalism within one’.



Bijoe Emmanuel vs. State of Kerala • • •



Apex Court had extended protection to children belonging to the Jehovah’s Witness sect, who had refused to sing the national anthem during a school assembly. The Court, while upholding the children’s right to freedom of speech and expression and right to religion categorically held. There is no provision of law which obliges anyone to sing the National Anthem



Constitutional Patriotism: a reasonable restriction under Article 51(A)? • • •



It has been argued that free speech and expression can be curtailed under Article 51(A) only by an existing law or a law made by the State and no other mechanism. The Court has taken refuge of Article 51A of the Indian Constitution to direct individuals to compulsorily stand up during the national anthem as a ‘sacred obligation’. Article 51A(a) of the Constitution only casts a duty on the citizens to ‘abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the national flag and the national anthem’ and does not prescribe specific standards such as being required to sing and/or stand to show respect.



What is the Conclusion?
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The feeling of love and respect for the country should come to a citizen from within and something as sacred as national anthem should be played or sung only on special occasions.



Article 51A •



• •



Fundamental Duties in India are guaranteed by the Constitution of Indiain Part IVA in Article 51A. These fundamental duties are recognized as the moral obligations that actually help in upholding the spirit of nationalism as well as to support the harmony of the nation, as well as of the citizens. These duties are designed concerning the individuals and the nation. However, these fundamental duties are not legally enforceable. Furthermore, the citizens are morally obligated by the Constitution to perform these duties. These Fundamental Duties were added by the 42nd Amendment Act in 1976. Article 51-A of the constitution provides 10 Fundamental Duties of the citizen. These duties can be classified accordingly as relating to the environment, duties towards the state and the nation and also towards self. However, the main purpose of incorporating the fundamental duties is to encourage the sense of patriotism among the country's citizens. (encourage and not enforce)
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Conversion of “Criminal Laws (Rajasthan Amendment) Ordinance, 2017” creates tumult Context: •



Rajasthan’s legislative assembly was adjourned yesterday amidst an uproar caused by the government’s attempts to convert the “Criminal Laws (Rajasthan Amendment) Ordinance, 2017” into law.



Introduction: •



• •



The ordinance was promulgated by the governor of Rajasthan last month, shields public servants from being investigated by the police on charges of corruption, unless the investigation is authorized by the government. The People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) recently demanded repeal of ordinance. The Criminal Laws (Rajasthan Amendment) Ordinance, 2017 has been promulgated in this regard.



Key features of Ordinance: • • •



•



The ordinance, promulgated, attempts to silence the media and prevent the judiciary from exercising its function of setting the criminal law in motion. The ordinance bars the media from disclosing names of officials until prior sanction is granted for their prosecution. The ordinance amends the Criminal Code of Procedure, 1973 and also seeks curb on publishing and printing in any case the name, address, photographs,and family details of the public servants. If a government official is accused of bribery in Rajasthan, the offence cannot even be investigated unless the government gives its approval.



Controversy: •



•



•



• •



PUCL national vice-president Radha Kant Saxena said the amendments to the Criminal Procedure Code and Indian Penal Code brought the ordinance went against the Supreme Court’s ruling in LalitaKumari’s case, in 2014. In its judgment, the Constitution Bench of apex court had held that an FIR has to be lodged and investigation initiated by the police officer on a complaint about a cognizable offence. In the cases of non-cognisable offences, the investigating officer is empowered to initiate a preliminary enquiry and seek the court’s direction to obtain sanction for prosecution. The ordinance also contains a peculiar provision which makes it an offence for any person to disclose the identity of a public servant against whom a complaint of corruption has been made until the government gives its sanction for launching an investigation. This provision, a throwback to colonial times, violates the most basic principles of the law of free speech. The ordinance imposes what is referred to in law as a “prior restraint” on the press. A prior restraint is a form of censorship which is imposed before, not after, something is published.



“Prior restraints”: •



Prior restraints have been held to be constitutionally valid by the Supreme Court of India.
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The Supreme Court in a previous judgement had held that a prior restraint would be valid so long as it was designed to fall under the exceptions to free speech contained in Article 19(2) of the Constitution. If a prior restraint seeks to prevent, say, defamation or contempt of court from taking place, then it will be considered valid, since those are enumerated exceptions to the right to free speech under the Constitution.



Guidelines for designating lawyers in the Supreme Court and High Courts Context •



The Supreme Court has laid down guidelines for designating lawyers in the Supreme Court and High Courts as senior advocates



How lawyers are designated a senior lawyer? • • • • • • • • •



Applications for designation are submitted to the Designation Committee, which examine the same and give its views to the Supreme Court. The Designation Committee shall consist of the Attorney General for India Secretary, SCBA may be asked to act as the convener and in charge of records. The 2 eminent senior members are to be nominated by the Attorney General for India A basic threshold/eligibility for all applicant is required. It is suggested that the applicants must have Argued at least 25 cases in the Supreme Court in the last 3 years Normally, the applicant should have put in 18-20 years of practice. The Designation Committee would deliberate upon the credentials of the applicants and submit a note to the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court is requested to deliberate upon each candidate giving due consideration to the same.



What changed now? •



•



Application will be vetted by a permanent committee known as the Committee for Designation of Senior Advocates that will publish the names of candidates on the respective courts’ websites to ensure transparency. Political interference in the selection of judges in the third and fourth decades of independent India resulted in the collegium system where judges select judges.



What are the criticisms for the present selection process? • • •



The opaque system and unsatisfactory selection, transfer, and elevation of judges to the Supreme Court caused disquiet and led to the passing of the Constitution (99th Amendment) Act, 2014 Until now, the judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts had the sole discretion of according this status to advocates. National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) Act, 2014, which sought to give politicians and civil society a final says in the appointment of judges to the highest courts.
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Political interference in the selection of judges in the third and fourth decades of independent India resulted in the collegium system where judges select judges. The opaque system and unsatisfactory selection, transfer, and elevation of judges to the Supreme Court caused disquiet and led to the passing of the Constitution (99th Amendment) Act, 2014 The National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) Act, 2014, which sought to give politicians and civil society a final says in the appointment of judges to the highest courts. Inclusion of the Law and Justice Minister in the NJAC was faulted on the ground that participation of the executive would erode the independence of the judiciary.



What is the significance of the new selection committee? •



• •



• •



It will consist of the Chief Justice of India, two senior-most judges of the Supreme Court/ High Courts, the Attorney General of India/ the Advocate General of State, and a member of the Bar to be nominated by the above four members. The committee will have a permanent secretariat. All applications for designation of senior advocate will be submitted to the secretariat which will compile all the relevant information with regard to the reputation, conduct, integrity, participation in pro-bono work, reported judgments in which the advocate has appeared, etc. of the candidates. The committee will examine each candidate’s case, interview the candidate, and make its assessment based on a point-based format. The secretariat should not be dragged into the quagmire of investigating frivolous complaints or objections.



Conclusion: •



•



While this institutional mechanism and selection criteria seem suited to substitute the existing collegium system, the executive and the legislature could also seriously consider introducing a new version of the NJAC which incorporates the salient features of this institutional mechanism. The sooner the judiciary adopts such a mechanism for judges too, the better it is for the institution



Created with ❤ by ForumIAS.com - The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http://forumias.com | New! http://forumias.academy - Prelims & Mains Test Series



Weekly Important Compilation



23th October- 30th October



SCHEMES AND POLICIES RELATED TO SOCIAL SECTOR (GS-2) World Development Report 2018 Context: The World Development Report 2018 focuses for the first time on education. The report brought forward the fact that how intense deprivation can hinder the brain development of young children. • The World Bank in the latest report on noted that millions of young students in these countries face the prospect of lost opportunity and lower wages in later life because their primary and secondary schools are failing to educate them to succeed in life. What is the World Development Report 2018? • •



The World Development Report 2018 (WDR 2018) ushers in with the tagline “LEARNING to Realize Education’s Promise” • It is the first ever report devoted entirely to education. Objective of the report: •



The 2018 WDR explores four main themes: 1. 2. 3. 4.



education’s promise; the need to shine a light on learning; how to make schools work for learners; and how to make systems work for learning.



Highlights of the report: • •



• • •



•



•



Most importantly, the report is not on education in general but about early childhood development The report says that millions of young students face the prospect of lost opportunity and lower wages in later life because their primary and secondary schools are failing to educate them to succeed in life. The effects of stunting in the early years on physical, cognitive and socio-emotional development prevent children from learning well in later years The report also discusses the far-reaching impact of poverty and chronic malnutrition on the physical and mental development of children. The report makes a moral case for education, with a rights-based approach, and subsections titled ‘Education as freedom’; ‘Education improves individual freedoms’; ‘Education benefits all of society’. India ranks second after Malawi in a list of 12 countries wherein a grade two student could not read a single word of a short text. India also tops the list of seven countries in which a grade two student could not perform two-digit subtraction. The report argued that without learning, education will fail to deliver on its promise to eliminate extreme poverty and create shared opportunity and prosperity for all as even after several years in school, millions of children cannot read, write or do basic math.This learning crisis is widening social gaps instead of narrowing them.
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The health-education paradigm: facts from the report Stunted growth, also known as stunting and nutritional stunting, is a reduced growth rate in human development. 1.



2. 3. 4.



5.



The report points out that in low-income countries, stunting rates among children under-five are almost three times higher in the poorest quintile than in the richest. Thus, early childhood development programmes are to be scaled up and resourced for nutritional inputs. The report did not regard technology as a panacea in itself but as something that has the potential to enhance learning.It puts the teacher-learner relationship is at the centre of learning. According to the report focus should also be on antenatal and postnatal care, sanitation, and counselling of parents for effective early child stimulation. The report adds that it is equally important to fund the sector better; improve teacher training; support the continuing professional development of teachers; and help teachers to help the poorest children to learn. Further, initiatives are to be taken beyond reading and arithmetic, any meaningful assessment of learning should also consider aspects such as comprehension, problem solving, critical thinking, and innovation.



What are the consequences of substandard education? • • • •



Unemployment: The substandard education system in India gives rise to unemployment. The students are not made eligible enough to solve problems but rote learning Quality of education: There are many private teacher-training institutes in India, but the quality of the training they provide is unsatisfactory. Accountability: Substandard education gives rise to lack of accountability of teachers and school authorities has raised the rate of absenteeism. Dissatisfaction: This leads to dissatisfaction, eventually resulting in a dearth of teachers both in rural and urban areas.



What are the problems of educational sector in India? • • • • • • • •



Improper infrastructure: Most schools in India are not yet compliant with the complete set of Right to Education infrastructure indicators. They lacks drinking water facilities, a functional common toilet, and do not have separate toilets for girls. Social discrimination: The Indian society suffers from many kind of discrimination so there are many hurdles in education of unprivileged sections of society like women, SC, ST and minority. Insufficient funds: A very minimal amount of subsidy is provided for higher education. Thus, the demand for financial resources far exceeds the supply. Corruption: Corruption in Indian education system has been eroding the quality of education. System of learning: Modern education in India is often criticized for being based on rote learning rather than problem solving. High dropout rate especially for females due to lack of toilets in many schools.
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What are the government initiatives for educational sector in India? • •



• • •



• •



SarvaShikshaAbhiyan: Launched in 2001 SarvaShikshaAbhiyan(SSA) is one of India‟s major flagship programmes for universalisation of elementary education. Its overall goals include universal access and retention, bridging of gender and social category gaps in elementary education, and achieving significant enhancement in learning levels of children. Kasturba Gandhi BalikaVidyalaya: KGBVs are residential upper primary schools for girls from SC, ST, OBC and Muslim communities. KGBVs are set up in areas of scattered habitations where schools are at great distances and are a challenge to the security of girls. Mid-Day Meal Scheme (MDMS): Commonly referred to as MDMS, this was expected to enhance enrolment, retention, attendance of children in schools apart from improving their nutritional levels. RashtriyaMadhyamikShikshaAbhiyan(RMSA): This scheme was launched in March, 2009 with the objective to enhance access to secondary education and to improve its quality. Operation Blackboard: Operation Blackboard is a centrally sponsored programme which aims at providing students studying in primary settings with the necessary institutional equipment and instructional material to facilitate their education.



What is the way forward? • Necessary budgetary allocations are to be provided both for effective implementation of the schemes and also for the proposed reform initiatives. • The initiatives or schemes formulated are to be supervised periodically. • And most importantly, there is an urgent need to make reforms in examinations, governance, regulation, school standards, teachers & faculty, literacy & lifelong learning, skills and employability, quality assurance, internationalization, research, curricula, innovation etc. so as to build an education system that promotes equitable access to quality education to all sections of the society. India at the 100th position: 2017 Global Hunger Index (GHI) rankings Context: • •



The Washington-based International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) has ranked India at the 100th position among 119 countries in its 2017 Global Hunger Index (GHI) rankings. These findings have created an impression that the prevalence of hunger has increased in India in recent years.



On what basis the ranking has been done? •



The 2017 GHI rankings are based on the percentage of under-nourished population and three health indicators for children aged less than five years: o Wasting (low weight for height) o Stunting (low height for age) and o Mortality o The actual score is a weighted average of standardized values of these four indicators.
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Under-nourishment and under-five mortality have a weight of one-third while stunting and wasting have one-sixth weights each.



What are the causes of India’s poor performance at GHI? •



• •



Improper implementation: A major hindrance in fighting starvation in India is the lack of proper implementation of government schemes which are directed towards providing food for one and all Corruption is the root cause: corruption on the local levels or there is a disinterest among the government officials to ensure that the schemes are properly being carried out. Flawed food distribution system: Almost 51% of the food delivered is lost to leakages and is sold in the open market for a higher price.



What are the factors causing malnutrition in India? •



• • •



Lack of awareness: Lack of awareness among people about sufficient health and nutrition is the primary reason (about wholesome, balanced and natural diets; healthy child-feeding and caring practices) Access to nutritious food: People’s access to sufficient and nutritious food is equally important, which is still to be addressed Loopholes in the National Food Security Bill: Clear mechanisms with respect to the identification of beneficiaries have not been defined. The bill states that the states will provide the list of the poor but the states obviously do not possess such records.



What is the way ahead? • • • • •



One effort to address the hunger (and nutrition) challenge is the enactment of the National Food Security Act. To improve nutritional content in food products, steps must be taken towards universal food fortification. Adequate funding is required for the effective implementation of any nutrition scheme. Many of the causes for the occurrence of malnutrition is known, however attention needs to be paid to understanding what prevents the nation from achieving its goals related to nutrition. Attention needs to be paid on building neighborhoodhealthand nutrition profiles and carrying out interventions based on identified needs.



What is Global Hunger Index? • •



The Global Hunger Index (GHI) is designed to comprehensively measure and track hunger globally and by country and region. The Index was adopted and further developed by the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI).



Significance: •



The Index ranks countries on a 100-point scale, with 0 being the best score (no hunger) and 100
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being the worst. Global Hunger Index highlights successes and failures in hunger reduction and provides insights into the drivers of hunger. International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)



• •



The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) provides research-based policy solutions to sustainably reduce poverty and end hunger and malnutrition in developing countries. Its mission is to provide research-based policy solutions that sustainably reduce poverty and end hunger and malnutrition.



Objectives of IFPRI: •



•



•



•



• •



Ensuring Sustainable Food Production: IFPRI’s research analyzes options for policies, institutions, innovations, and technologies that can advance sustainable food production in a context of resource scarcity, threats to biodiversity, and climate change. Promoting Healthy Food Systems: IFPRI examines how to improve diet quality and nutrition for the poor, focusing particularly on women and children, and works to create synergies among the three vital components of the food system: agriculture, health, and nutrition. Improving Markets and Trade: IFPRI’s research focuses on strengthening markets and correcting market failures to enhance the benefits from market participation for small-scale farmers. Transforming Agriculture: The aim of IFPRI’s research in this area is to accelerate the transformation from low-income, rural, agriculture-based economies to high-income, more urbanized, and industrial service-based ones. Building Resilience: IFPRI’s research explores the causes and impacts of environmental factors that can affect food security, nutrition, health, and well-being Strengthening Institutions and Governance: IFPRI’s research on institutions centers on collective action in management of natural resources and farmer organizations.



Challenges of Aadhar-An overview Context: The Centre has instructed the States not to deny Public Distribution System benefits to any person who does not have Aadhaar or has not linked the ration card to the 12-digit biometric identifier • It also asked the States not to delete eligible households from the list of beneficiaries for nonpossession of Aadhaar. Ministry’s decision: •



•



•



The Ministry’s directive mentions that until Aadhaar is assigned to the beneficiary, subsidised foodgrains will have to be given on production of ration card, enrolment slip and other stipulated documents. Irrespective of whether all members of an eligible household have Aadhaar, full quantity of subsidised foodgrains or transfer of food subsidy on complaince with the requirements will have to be extended.



Created with ❤ by ForumIAS.com - The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http://forumias.com | New! http://forumias.academy - Prelims & Mains Test Series



Weekly Important Compilation



23th October- 30th October



Even in the case of failure of biometric authentication due to a glitch or poor biometric quality, the beneficiary will have to be given the benefits on production of Aadhaar card along with the ration card. What is Aadhaar? •



The Aadhaar is the name of the Unique Identification Number that the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) issues to every resident of India. • It is a twelve digit number which is linked the resident’s demographic and biometric information. • The data is collected by the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), a statutory authority established in January 2009 by the Government of India, under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, under the provisions of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and other Subsidies, benefits and services) Act, 2016. What is the need of Aadhaar? •



• • • • • • • •



The Aadhaar Project is an attempt to aid in real time verification. The objective of the scheme is to issue a unique identification number which can be authenticated and verified online. A large part of the Indian population had no IDs or relied on IDs like ration cards and Voter Cards. This necessitated the need for a single digital ID which could be verified anytime, anywhere in India. The Aadhaar would also facilitate the access to host of governmental benefits and services. For the effective enforcement of individual rights it became necessary to have a unique identification number. A clear registration and recognition of the individual identity with the state is necessary to implement their rights, to employment, education, food etc. Aadhaar project has been linked to some public subsidy and unemployment benefit schemes like the domestic LPG scheme and MGNREGS. In these Direct Benefit Transfer schemes, the subsidy money is directly transferred to a bank account which is Aadhaar-linked.



What is JAM? •



JAM (short for Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile) trinity refers to the government of India initiative to link Jan Dhan accounts, Mobile numbers and Aadhar cards of Indians to plug the leakages of government subsidies.



Benefits: •



1) The three modes of identification would help deliver direct benefits to India’s poor.



•



The Aadhaar would help in direct biometric identification of disadvantaged citizens.



•



Jan Dhan Bank accounts and mobile phones will help direct transfer of funds into their accounts.



•



2) The scheme would bring all Indians into the mainstream and would end the social as well as economic exclusion.
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•



3) The government can transfer resources to citizens faster and more reliably and with less leakage.



•



4) It will help government to identify various beneficiaries of various schemes.



•



5) It will be generate huge infrastructure available at lower cost.



What are the challenges for implementation of JAM? •



Economic Survey divides JAM issues into three componentso



Identification or First-Mile: Identification of beneficiaries by government



o



Transfer or Middle-Mile: Transfer of fund to beneficiaries by government



o



Access or Last-Mile: Access of fund by beneficiaries



The challenges of these components are as follows: •



First-mile has issues of ghost and duplicate names due to administrative and political discretion and use of pre-Aadhaar database, beneficiary eligibility and identification as a first mile challenge has been acknowledged.It points to the need for beneficiary databases and the fact that the “accuracy and legitimacy of beneficiary databases have been hampered by the administrative and political discretion involved in grating identity proofs”.



•



The middle-mile challenge relates to coordination within the government – the lesser number of departments involved in administering a particular subsidy, the easier it is to roll out DBT. In the case of domestic fuel, for example, DBT was easier in the case of LPG because only the union petroleum ministry and the oil marketing companies (and their distributor. Main issue in this layer is of within-government coordination and dealing with supply chain interest groups.



•



Last-mile layer faces issues of lesser Bank penetration, mostly in rural areas.The last-mile challenge is a significant one, which both supporters and critics of DBT have often flagged – the problem of banking infrastructure in rural areas and the failure of the banking correspondent model to take off.



Other challenges are as follows: The process of putting new infrastructure in place can be extremely disruptive, as lack of education will make it difficult to understand new procedures. • Aadhar accounts are not sufficiently opened as certain issues like privacy are affecting its credibility • Some concerns about the effectiveness of Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) to all schemes. • For example: farmers are criticising they it would be difficult to pay high upfront costs for fertiliser and then wait for payments through banks. What are the measures to be taken? •



• •



Economic Survey argues that policymakers should decide where to apply JAM based on two considerations of: Amount of leakages: If amount of the leakages in a given scheme/area is huge then it can be next target for introduction of JAM as subsidies with higher leakages will have larger returns from introducing JAM.
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Control of the central government: Control of central government will reduce administrative challenges of co-ordination and political challenges of opposition by interest groups. • Finance ministry should provide adequate and timely disbursement of transaction processing charges for the bank and agent network. • There should be an increase in penetration of banks and financial institutions in rural areas. • Strict monitoring of subsidy routes is to be maintained. Any suspicious activity should be thoroughly investigated by vigilance agencies • Banking Corresponding agents can be used to educate farmers not to fall into traps of moneylenders. • There is need for infrastructure like cellular towers, cheap mobile plans because without mobile connectivity JAM would be meaningless. • Government should see to it that various schemes like Smart City, Skill India, Digital India, Make In India are integrated with JAM and DBT so that less leakage and more productive results are achieved faster. What are the schemes linked to Aadhaar? •



Proof of identity: Aadhaar is accepted as a valid identity proof by the Central and all State governments for availing services, including application for passport, opening of bank or insurance accounts, getting telephone and mobile phone connections, and buying rail tickets and availing concessions. • Verifications of electoral rolls: In order to keep a check on multiple entries in electoral rolls, the Election Commission has started a drive to include Aadhaar number along with Electors Photo Identity Card or voter ID card. • Bank Accounts and transactions: The Centre made quoting of Aadhaar mandatory for opening of bank accounts as well as for any financial transaction of 50,000 and above. • Provident fund: The Employees Provident Fund Organisation allots a Universal Account Number in order to facilitate smooth transfer of funds when an employee switches companies. • By linking his/her Aadhaar to this UAN, the employee can transfer the PF amount directly to the saving account. • Filing I-T returns: The government has made it mandatory to link Aadhaar with PAN to eliminate multiple PAN used by individuals. What is the debate between Aadhaar and Right to Privacy? •



Aadhaar is a product of what started as an idea of biometric identity cards for the Border States in India in the wake of the increased terrorist activity. • But now the government is trying to implement the new UID scheme by masking it as a developmental agenda. • Deeper questions of surveillance by the state, invasion of privacy at all levels, and the very fact of human beings being depicted to be mere numbers in the eyes of state leading to violation of dignity arise as a result of the UID project. • Every decision made by a human in India could be under state surveillance. • This could potentially lead to the denial of, and access to, many important social opportunities and other facilities for a particular section of people, who could be discriminated against by the state, using the information gathered from the UID. What are the issues with Aadhaar? •
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1.



Questionable Legal Backing: The current legal backing of Aadhar is via a money bill. The Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and other Subsidies, benefits and services) Act, 2016 came into force in 2016, but this is now challenged in Supreme Court. 2. Issues with sharing information collected under Aadhaar – The provisions in the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and other Subsidies, benefits and services) Act, 2016 Act with regard to the protection of identity information and authentication records may be affected by recent verdict by Supreme Court that Right to Privacy is a Fundamental Right. 3. Violation of rights – It was argued that the UIDAI might share the biometric information of people with other government agencies and thus would violate people’s right to privacy. They also thought that using the biometric data, people might be singled out, tracked, harassed and have their rights violated. A five-judge bench of the apex court will test the validity of Aadhaar from the aspect of privacy as a Fundamental Right soon. 4. Has potential to profile individuals – The Act does not specifically prohibit law enforcement and intelligence agencies from using the Aadhaar number as a link (key) across various datasets (such as telephone records, air travel records, etc.) in order to recognise patterns of behaviour. Techniques such as various computer programmes across data sets for pattern recognition can be used for detecting potential illegal activities. However, there may be chances that innocent individuals can be identified incorrectly. 5. Discretionary powers of UIDAI – The Act empowers the UID authority to specify demographic information that may be collected. The only restriction imposed on the authority is that it shall not record information pertaining to race, religion, caste, language, records of entitlements, income or health of the individual. This power will allow the authority to collect additional personal information, without prior approval from Parliament. Furthermore, UID has exclusive power to make complaints and the courts cannot take cognizance of any offence punishable under the Aadhaar Act unless a complaint is made by the UID authority. 6. The time period for maintaining authentication records – The bill does not specify the maximum duration for which authentication records may be stored by the UID authority. Instead, it allows the UID authority to specify this through regulations. Maintaining authentication records over a long time period may be misused for activities such as profiling an individual’s behaviour Conclusion: •



Even though Aadhaar passes through a series of controversies, it is in the hands of the common mass and the government to make it successful.



•



The success of Aadhaar implies a country free from terrorism and poverty.
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Context: •



The Centre announced road construction, called BharatMalaPariyojana, in a bid to encourage the economy as private investment remains moribund.



What is the Bharatmala project? • • •



•



Bharatmala is a name given to road and highways project of Government of India. The total investment for the Bharatmala plan is estimated at Rs10 trillion, which is the largest ever outlay for a government road construction scheme. Under Bharatmala, the road ministry also plans to undertake a network of economic corridors in the country and a detailed project report on these has already been prepared by the global consultancy firm AT Kearney. AT Kearney has identified 44 economic corridors for development by the road ministry and these include Mumbai-Cochin-Kanyakumari, Bengaluru-Mangaluru, Hyderabad-Panaji and Sambalpur-Ranchi. These economic corridors plan to open up India’s hinterland to development



Key features: • •



• • • •



Bharat Mala will connect a total of 12 states. The BharatMala project will include economic corridors, inter-corridor and feeder route, national corridors efficiency improvement , border roads and international connectivity, coastal roads and port connectivity and green-field expressways. It will provide road connectivity to border regions in a structured way. Expertise of BRO/Border Roads Organisation will be taken for rougher terrains. Bharat Mala will provide easier access to border areas for armed forces and boost trade via the land route. Bharatmala will replace National Highways Development Project (NHDP) launched in 1998 by then prime minister AtalBihari Vajpayee as the scheme is expected to be completed by this year with just 10,000km of highway construction left under it.



What are the problems with road and transportation of India? •



• • • • • •



National Highways: The National Highways suffer from the deficiencies of inadequate capacity, weak pavement, poor riding quality, distressed bridges, unabridged level cross¬ings, congested cities (lack of by-pass roads), lack of wayside amenities and safety measure Mixing of traffic: One major problem on the Indian roads is the mixing of traffic. This increases traffic time, congestion and pollution and road accidents. Participation of private sector: There is very little participation of private sector in road development in India because of long gestation period and low-returns. Private investment: The legislative framework for private investment in roads is not satisfactory. In stability in policy: There has been no stability in policy relat¬ing to highway development in the country. It has changed with the change of government. Shortage of funds: There is shortage of funds for the construction and maintenance of roads.
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Context: •



The Government of India has launched the PradhanMantriSahajBijliHarGharYojana, or Saubhagya Scheme.



What is Saubhagya scheme? • •



The Saubhagya scheme was launched on September 25th, 2017. The scheme will provide electricity connections to over 40 million families in rural and urban areas by December 2018.



What is the need for the scheme? • • •



Village electrification programme like DeenDayalUpadhyay Gram JyotiYojana, launched in July 2015, realised that a large number of household is still remaining without access to electricity. Moreover, the scheme aims at ensuring the coverage of households as opposed to only villages. A village is declared to be electrified if 10% of the households are given electricity along with public places such as schools, panchayat office, health centres, dispensaries and community centres.



How this scheme will make a difference? • •



The scheme will help to meet its global climate change commitments as electricity will substitute kerosene for lighting purposes. Easy access to electricity in turn will also help in improving education, health, connectivity with the multiplier effect of increased economic activities and job creation.



DeenDayalUpadhyay Gram JyotiYojana • •



DeenDayalUpadhyaya Gram JyotiYojana is a Government of India scheme, launched on 25th July 2015. The DDUGJY is one of the flagship programmes of the Ministry of Power.



Objectives: • • • • •



Ministry of Power, Government of India has launched DeenDayalUpadhyaya Gram JyotiYojana for rural areas having following objectives: To provide electrification to all villages, Feeder separation to ensure sufficient power to farmers and regular supply to other consumers, Improvement of Sub-transmission and distribution network to improve the quality and reliability of the supply and Metering to reduce the losses.



The power sector of India: a quick glance: • •



India’s ranks third globally in terms of electricity production. Sources of power generation in India range from conventional sources such as coal, lignite, natural gas, oil, hydro and nuclear power to viable non-conventional sources such
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as wind, solar, and agricultural and domestic waste. Electricity comes under the concurrent list.



Problems of power sector in India: • • •



• •



The deeply troubled power sector accounts for almost one-tenth of all bank loans in India. The power sector is also facing significant technological challenges as the cost of solar energy continues falling. Increasing power generation costs due to limited fuel availability, poor financial health of State Discoms, high AT&C losses have contributed in suppressed demand projections by State Discoms Power plants and utilities face major constraints and delays regarding the availability of land and obtaining the requisite environment and other clearances for the projects. Apart from these, there is a significant amount of shortage of manpower and machinery equipments.



Government initiatives: • • •



• • • • • • • • • •



The Ministry of Power, Government of India, has taken various measures to achieve its aim of providing 24X7 affordable and environment friendly 'Power for All’ by 2019. The Government of India has initiated 10-year tax exemption for solar energy projects order to achieve India's ambitious renewable energy targets by the year 2022. The revised Tariff Policy was notified by Ministry of Power with a focus on ‘4 Es’ i.e. Electricity for all, Efficiency to ensure affordable tariffs, Environment for a sustainable future, Ease of doing business to attract investments and ensure financial viability. Integrated Power Development Scheme (IPDS) for urban areas provides for: (a) strengthening of sub-transmission and distribution networks in urban areas; (b) metering of distribution transformers/feeders/consumers in urban areas; and (c) IT enablement of distribution sector and strengthening of distribution network. Operationalization of Power System Development Fund (PSDF) shall be utilized for the project proposed by distribution utilities for: (a) creating necessary transmission system of strategic importance; (b) installation of shunt capacitors etc. for improvement of voltage profile in the grid; (c) installation of standard and special protection schemes; and (d) Renovation and Modernisation of transmission and distribution systems for relieving congestion; etc. UjwalDiscom Assurance Yojana (UDAY) scheme has been launched for operational and financial turnaround of Discoms.
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Context: •



Recently, the Supreme Court declared that a man who has sex with a wife less than 18 years can be charged of rape.



What is the Supreme Court verdict? •



•



• •



The court held that since sexual assault in marriage is already a crime under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POSCO) , it is discriminatory and arbitrary to suspend the protection of the rape law for these underage married girls. The apex court set aside the state’s argument that marriage presumes consent; that compulsory sex in child marriage is protected by customary or personal law; that husbands of child brides must have impunity from the rape law; or that poverty and lack of development means compulsory sex in child marriage must be de-criminalised. The Supreme Court decision makes it clear that sexual consent can only be given by an adult woman of 18 years. The apex court holds that the “the girl child must not be deprived of her right to choice”. The right to choose includes freedom from parental pressure to marry early, freedom from forced marriages, freedom of choice of sexual orientation, and freedom to find self-fulfillment through study, work, profession, vacation or talent.



Definition of Child according to POCSO: • • • •



POCSO defines a child, (irrespective of gender) as a person under the age of 18 years, which prevents the “inducement or coercion of a child to engage in any unlawful sexual activity”. It mandates the Central and State governments to take all measures to ensure publicity to the provisions of the Act and obliges government officials to be trained in how to implement the Act. The Indian state acceded in 1992 to the UN General Assembly’s Convention on the Rights of the Child. The apex court Judgment ruled that the jurisdiction of sexual impunity preventing husbands from being prosecuted for rape of child wives must lie with customary or personal law through the marital rape law exception.



Individual choice: •



There are two broad responses to the age of consent. o The first perspective that evokes the political economy of custom and law argues for a lowering of age of consent to 16. o The second stance recommends proximity in age clause in the age of consent provision to prevent the criminalization of young people who are sexually active between 16 to 18 years.



Suggestions to combat the menace: • • •



Extending educational infrastructure especially in rural areas. Education for girls at least up to secondary level should be provided Addressing the issue of gender biases Extensive awareness and gender sensitization programs.
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Empowering young people to criticize the existing social norms. Integration of existing child laws in India. Effective implementation of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006). Consistency between personal laws and The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act should be established. The question of sexual consent must lie with the individual woman. Parents, elders, political parties, priests or vigilante groups should not be permitted to force women, adult, or minor, into marriage or compulsory heterosexuality. Young adults should not be forced be forced into heterosexuality per se, if they are not sexually attracted to the opposite sex.



New consumer protection law Context: •



A new consumer protection law is introduced to crack down misleading advertisements and simplify the grievance redressal mechanism.



Rising consumer awareness • •



Consumer awareness about their legitimate rights has been constantly growing in recent years. Consumer protection movement is a part of global recognition and concern that consumers are a weak party in buying goods and services as compared to the manufacturers and traders producing and selling them.



What is the need for consumer protection law? •



•



•



•



•



Consumers are largely denied their due rights, especially in developing countries such as India. The consumers are spread widely all over a country and are poor, illiterate and are generally not aware of their rights, though their awareness has recently increased. The manufacturers and suppliers of goods or services often exploit consumers by adopting a number of unfair and restrictive trade practices. They often merge and also form tacit cartels to raise prices for maximising their profits at the expense of consumers. Misleading advertising is another means by which the producers deceive the consumers. More often the purpose of advertisement by the manufacturers and suppliers is to mislead the illinformed consumers about the quality and contents of their products and services. They indulge in what is called persuasive advertisement to compete away customers from their rivals. Heavy advertising expenditures just enable the manufacturers at the most to maintain their market shares of the product without adding much to its total output. The consumers need protection from such deception of persuasive advertisements. The other and highly injurious practice by the suppliers, especially in India, is widespread practice of adulteration of commodities. The adulteration by private sector can take place right from the manufacturing point to the ultimate supplier of the products to the consumers. Consumer Protection Act 1986



•



India adopted consumer protection legislation – the Consumer Protection Act, in 1986.
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Consumer Protection Act, 1986 is an Act of the Parliament of India enacted in 1986 to protect the interests of consumers in India. It makes provision for the establishment of consumer councils and other authorities for the settlement of consumers' disputes and for matters connected therewith also. Its National Consumer Policy statement takes into account inter alia the following two rights of consumers: basic needs and a healthy environment. This is a Central Govt. Act applicable in all states of India, to provide for the protection of the interests of consumers and for that purpose to make provision for the establishment of consumer councils and other authorities for the settlement of consumers’ disputes and for matters connected therewith.



RIGHTS PROVIDED under Consumer Protection Act 1986 • • •



Right to be heard and to be assured that consumer's’ interests will receive due consideration at appropriate forum; Right to seek redressal against unfair trade practices or unscrupulous exploitation of consumers; and Right to consumer education.



The Consumer Protection (Amendment) Act 1993 adds the following consumer rights: • • •



The right to be assured wherever possible, access to a variety of goods and services at competitive prices; The right to be informed about the quality, potency, purity, standard and price of goods (or services as the case may be) so as to protect the consumers against unfair trade practices; and The right to be protected against the marketing of goods (and services) which are hazardous to life and property.



SC ensures that State panels for women are set up Context: •



The Supreme Court recently enquired about the existence of State Commissions for Women (SCW).



What is the Supreme Court’s recent call on widows? •



•



The Supreme Court makes it clear that if State Commissions for Women (SCW) did not exist in the States, then the State governments concerned should be asked to ensure setting up of such panels. Also, the Center would provide an affidavit, which contains several steps required to be taken to improve the situation of the destitute widows.
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The Supreme Court asked the Centre to frame scheme to promote widow remarriage and bring them in mainstream society. The court also asked the Centre to update its National Policy for Empowerment of Women. And also make provision to impart training to widows so that they become competent enough to earn themselves instead of depending on grants. The government has been setting up to come up with a plan to rehabilitate the hapless widows of Vrindavan and other ashrams by November 30, 2017.



What is the status of women in India in the present day context? • •



The modern women are inclined towards the social issues, and trying hard to improve the social status of women at large. But a majority is still under privileged. The areas to be taken care of are:



Gender inequality: • •



In all agricultural activities there is an average gender wage disparity, with women earning only 70 percent of men’s wage or work as unpaid subsistence labor. Only after the amendment on September 9, 2005 daughters in India got equal rights to the ancestral property; but it will take time before the society is able to accept the new norms completely.



Social evils: • •



Widows in India still face the basic rights for existence, inheritance rights, untouchability, social confinement and lead of life of abstinence. The Sabarimala temple has restrictions on the entry of women in the age group of 10 to 50 years in the shrine because women of menstruating age can’t be allowed on account of religious believes.



What are the measures to be taken? • • • • •



Society: The real voice for change must come from within the society. Superstition: There should be a change of the superstitious mindset that deprives widows of their right to live. Welfare Schemes: Economic problems should be addressed to some extent by formulating welfare schemes for widows. Law enforcement: The Center must try strict enforcement of the laws that already exist to ensure women’s rights. Education: Education should be the driving force to eliminate ignorance and hardships of the widows in India and worldwide.



National Commission for Women (NCW) The National Commission for Women (NCW) is a statutory body of the Government of India. It was established in January 1992 under the provisions of the Indian Constitution, as defined in the 1990 National Commission for Women Act. Objectives: • •



Created with ❤ by ForumIAS.com - The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http://forumias.com | New! http://forumias.academy - Prelims & Mains Test Series



Weekly Important Compilation • • •



23th October- 30th October



The objective of the NCW is to represent the rights of women in India and to provide a voice for their issues and concerns. It is also concerned with advising the government on all policy matters affecting women. Dowry, politics, religion, equal representation for women in jobs, and the exploitation of women for labour are their prime subjects. State Commissions for Women (SCW)



State Commissions for Women is operated at the State level. These are governmental bodies to protect and promote the rights of women in their respective States. Objectives: • State Commissions for Women have been endowed with the powers to protect and promote women’s rights throughout the State and especially in situations where women are in need of help of these Commissions. • •



JUDICIARY (GS-2)



SC frames new norms to evaluate work of HC Additional Judge Context: •



The Supreme Court forms new norms to evaluate the work of High Court Judges.



Who are the Additional Judges of High Court? • •



The additional judges are often appointed in order to dispose of the arrears cases. Such appointments are temporary and are terminable after disposal of arrears cases.



Appointment of Additional Judges of High Court: The appointment of additional judges takes place under the following situations: o



o



If by reason of any temporary increase in the business of High Court or by reason of arrears of work therein, it appears to the President that the number of the Judges of that Court should be for the time being increased, the President may appoint duly qualified persons to be additional Judges of the Court for such period not exceeding two years as he may specific. When any Judge of a High Court other than the Chief Justice is by reason of absence or for any other reason unable to perform the duties of his office or is appointed to act temporarily as Chief Justice, the President may appoint a duly qualified person to act as a Judge of that Court until the permanent Judge has resumed his duties.
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No person appointed as an additional or acting Judge of a High Court shall hold office after attaining the age of sixty-two years.



Permanent judges of the High Court: • • •



There is no fixed minimum number of judges for the High Courts. High Courts are headed by a Chief Justice. The Chief Justices are ranked fourteenth (in their state) and seventeenth (outside their state) in the Indian order of precedence.



Appointments: • • •



The Chief Justice of a High Court is appointed by the President in consultation with the Chief Justice of India and the Governor of the State. While appointing other judges of the High Court, the President consults the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, the Governor of the State and the Chief Justice of the concerned High Court. The Chief Justices are ranked fourteenth (in their state) and seventeenth (outside their state) in the Indian order of precedence.



What was the earlier practice since 2010? • • •



Previously, there used to be a professional evaluation of Additional Judges. The evaluation is done by the Judges of the High Court itself. This practice has been in place since 2010.



What are the latest Supreme Court guidelines? • • • • •



As per the guidelines in October 2010, a committee was to be constituted by High Court Chief Justices for evaluating the judgments of Additional Judges. Since it was a committee of High Court Judges, this was seen as a kind of professional review. In March, 2017 the Collegium ended this practice. Most recently, while reviving the system of professional evaluation, the Collegium’s decision on rejects peer review, as the committee will now comprise Supreme Court Judges. Significantly, the government had recently urged the Collegium to have a relook at the decision to end the practice of evaluating the performance of Additional Judges.



What are the advantages of the change in evaluation? • • • •



Biasness: The Supreme Court judges who have been consulted with regard to recruitment of the Additional Judges won’t be part of the committee. So there is less chance of evaluating a biased decision. Less chance corruption: The evaluation is expected to be free from corruption as it is will not be done by the in-house judges. More strict and concrete: The evaluation is also expected to be more strict, concrete and precise.
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U.S. makes H-1B visa renewals tougher Context: •



Fresh changes in rules notified by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services for renewal of non-immigrant visas will severely impact H-1B visa holders.



New Rules: • • •



The new rules are in line with the Donald Trump administration’s Buy American, Hire American Policy. An H-1B worker goes to the USCIS for three types of changes to his status- amendment, transfer and renewal. Amendment are sought when an H-1B employee changes the location within the same company, transfer is sought when he moves from one company to another; and a renewal is sought at the expiry of the visa, which is usually issued for three years at the beginning.



What is H1B Visa? • • • • •



• •



The H1B visa is a non-immigrant visa that allows companies to employ foreigners for a period of up to six years. This visa is aimed at helping companies employ foreigners in positions for which they have been unable to find American employees. H1B visa holders are allowed to apply for permanent residency in the US as well as buy or sell property in the country. The H-1B is a visa in the United States under the Immigration and Nationality Act, which allows U.S. employers to employ foreign workers in specialty occupations. If a foreign worker in H1B status quits or dismissed from the sponsoring employer, the worker must either apply for and be granted a change of status, find another employer or leave the United States. Effective January 2017, USCIS modified the rules to allow a grace period of up to 60 days but in practice as long as a green card application is pending they are allowed to stay. The regulations define a “specialty occupation” as requiring theoretical and practical application of a body of highly specialized knowledge in a field of human endeavor.



Criticisms: • • •



The aim of the H1B visa programme was to supplement the US workforce with high-skilled workers to do jobs that Americans are not skilled to do, not to replace the US workers. Many companies use the H1B visa to replace American workers with foreign ones, as the latter can be hired at lower salaries without compromising on the skill sets. In few cases, American employees have alleged that they were made to train H1B holders to do their own jobs, and then fired.
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Proposes a radical overhaul of the process, increasing the minimum salary for visa holders, more than double the current minimum. The H1B visa bill removes the ‘per country’ cap for employment-based immigrant visas. It sets aside 20% of the annually allocated H1B visas for small companies and startup employers to ensure small businesses have an opportunity to compete for high-skilled workers. The Bill encourages companies to recruit American workers. This provision would crack down on outsourcing companies that import large numbers of H-1B and L-1 workers for short training periods and then send these workers back to their home country to do the work of Americans. It explicitly prohibits replacement of American workers by H1-B or L-1 visa holders. The Bill seeks to give the Department of Labour enhanced authority to review, investigate and audit employer compliance as well as to penalise fraudulent or abusive conduct.



Impact of H1B visa reforms: •



• • • •



Among the biggest recipients of H1B visas each year are Indian IT firms, such as Infosys, TCS, Wipro, HCL, Igate, Cognizant, as well as global giants IBM, Accenture, Microsoft, Google, and Amazon, among others. If this bill passes, they will to bear significantly higher costs for employing highly-skilled foreign citizens. It may even create a gap in demand and supply for talent for smaller companies that cannot afford incurring high costs to employ skilled workers. It will eliminate the Master’s Degree exemption for employers. The new rules may bring back restrictions on the spouses of H1B visa holders who until recently were not allowed to work in the US.



How is India responding? •



•



The Indian government appears to have taken notice of the reports but it is unclear if it’s going to escalate the matter as a diplomatic issue. India has been largely silent on Trump administration’s recent immigration ban barring foreign nationals from seven Muslim-dominated countries. However, India’s interests and concerns have been conveyed both to the US administration and the US Congress at senior levels.



India is open to work with partner countries for regional issues Context: •



Citing growing international partnerships, India emphasized that it is “open” to work with partner countries for regional issues that are “relevant”.



•



The comments came as a response to Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono declaration that Tokyo would call for a quadrilateral dialogue with Australia, India and the U.S.



The benefit: •



Foreign Secretary S. Jaishankar indicated India’s willingness to work with Japan and the United States deals with regional issues.
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•



U.S. investments in the power sector of Nepal will be in Indian interest. Regionalism will grow if there are higher comfort levels. Having Japanese or the Americans in room will be more helpful.



•



Indications of regional partnership between India and Japan came also during Mr Abe’s visit, with both sides indicating willingness to manage the maritime domain from Indian Ocean and the Asia-Pacific zone.



Way ahead: • •



• •



India and Japan are two powerful democratic forces in Asia which are searching for more options to work and prosper jointly. Economic front needs to be strengthened to reach “Low Hanging Fruit of Asia” wherein demographic dividend of the India and other Asian countries can be deployed to benefit Asia as whole. Both need to join hand to establish peace and order in not only disturbed region of Asia but of the whole world. India-Japan defense and security cooperation remains a work in progress.



India – Japan relationship Background: •



In the context of 21st Century, among all the bilateral relations, Indo-Japan relations have all the potential to transcend this era into an ‘Asian century’.



•



Commonalities such as shared democratic values, commitment to human rights, pluralism, open society and rule of law are foundation blocks of this global partnership.



Mutual importance for each other: •



• • • • •



•



Varied factors have supported momentum of this partnership viz. India’s economic resurgence, its engagement with USA and its increasing interest and stakes in East Asia in the form of Look East Policy in 1992 and Act East Asia Policy in 2015. On similar lines, for Japan, India has emerged as an alternative economic partner and important constituent of Asia’s emerging security order. A transition of power is unfolding in Asian continent and the shape and substance of Indo-Japan relationship is one of its spin-off. Notwithstanding, strengthening of the Indo-Japan relations is not the only consequence of rise of china and USA’s shifting of regional policy in the form of “Rebalancing of Asia”. Factors like domestic perception of the alliance partner, which is amicable, have stimulated this relationship. Japanese perception of India has also been molded by the dissenting opinion of RadhaBinod Palthe Indian judge at famous Tokyo trials – who declined to convict Japan’s top military brass as war criminal proving that Japan’s imperial history has been discounted by Indian consciousness. In addition to this, personal bonding between Japanese PM and his Indian counterpart, who are leading single party majority government in respective countries, is a class by itself.
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Strategic Partnership: •



•



• • •



Increment in china’s military expenditure was almost one and half times bigger in 2014 than defense outlay in 2010. This expansion is a cause of concern for both countries, since both countries are engaged in negotiation with China over Arunachal Pradesh (India) and Shenkaku Island (Japan). New Delhi and Tokyo are apt to hedge against USA’s possible failure in containing china’s growing assertiveness in the region in the backdrop of this era of power transition. This hedging strategy can be analyzed in three main categoriesFirstly, increasing bilateral defence partnership against fear of American retrenchment, Secondly, economic engagement against an over-dependence on china and Finally, multilateral hedge against China’s rising influence in international and regional institutions.



Defense Cooperation • •



• • • •



In the sphere of defense, in 2009, 2+2 dialogue (foreign and defense ministerial) were initiated. India has always supported freedom of navigation and unimpeded lawful commerce in international waters in sync with UNCLOS vis-à-vis South China Sea dispute and East China Sea issue. India invited Japanese navy to participate in annual Malabar exercise in 2014 with USA in pacific waters, reviving an earlier practice of joint India-USA-Japan trilateral exercise. Negotiations on possible trade in defense equipment from Japan, as per Tokyo deceleration, are in the pipeline. Indian interest is in Japanese US-2 amphibious aircraft for surveillance purpose in the Indian Ocean is high. If this deal is realized, then it will signify for the first time Japanese export of defence goods and technology since World War II.



Economic Cooperation: • • • • • • • • • •



2011-12 India-Japan bilateral trade stood at $18.31 billion. The comprehensive trade pact between India and Japan aims to double bilateral trade nearly to $25 billion. Japan is looking to boost trade and investment ties with India. The reasons behind this interest in India is obvious. India offers a large domestic market base. Besides, mutual synergies between businesses in the two countries are driving initiativesFirstly, Japan’s ageing population (23% above 65 years) and India’s youthful dynamism (over 50% below 25 years) Secondly, Japan is a relatively labour scarce, capital abundant country that complements India’s rich spectrum of human capital. Thirdly, India’s prowess in the software sector lends synergy to Japan’s excellence in the hardware sector India’s abundance of raw materials and minerals matches well with Japan’s capabilities in technology and capital to produce knowledge-intensive manufactured goods 5. India’s large domestic market has been the main factor for investments by Japanese companies. The majority of investments are in traditional fields like machinery, automobiles and auto parts. Japanese small and medium enterprises have begun to discover India as the new growth market. Japan and India share a common vision for the world. This is aptly illustrated by the fact that there has been an increase in the number of joint declarations, delegation visits and other
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business events between the two countries.



EU trade pact Context: •



India and the European Union are yet to finalise a date for re-launching their Free Trade Agreement negotiations stalled since 2013.



India – EU Foreign Trade Agreement (FTA) deadlock: •



•



EU was quite upbeat on pushing the talks, which had started in 2007, and finalize a date for a formal round of negotiations to take place. However, India was not keen to do so unless both sides resume the talks afresh. The Conclusion of the FTA was the top most agenda of the European leaders, but India was more eager to discuss issues related to counter-terrorism and security.



What was discussed? • •



•



• • • • •



The issue of data adequacy and greater market access was discussed at length during the summit-level. The Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA) was almost mentioned as a passing reference in the India-EU joint statement, which stated that both sides agreed to “re-engage actively towards timely relaunching negotiations for a comprehensive and mutually beneficial India-EU BTIA.” The BTIA talks have been stuck mainly because over slashing of import tariffs on European cars and alcohol and recognizing India as ‘data-secure’ country that will enable a free flow of data between India and EU. EU highlighted that two-way trade that has reached $95 billion in 2016 can be further boosted by having the FTA. Trade concerns: India has allowed tens of bilateral investment treaties to lapse, including those with EU states, so it can bring these in line with a model treaty from 2015. Another issue holding up the trade talks has been the EU not granting “data secure” certification to India. India does not have a stand-alone data privacy law yet and the state recently went to great lengths to create a false dichotomy between development and privacy during the right to privacy hearings in the Supreme Court, including, by (unsuccessfully) arguing that privacy was an elitist concern.



What is India demanding? •



Other sticky points in the negotiations have been India wanting a greater ease of movement of temporary skilled workers to provide services in the EU.
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This EU and other developed nations have been historically reluctant about moving forward on this issue and this has become more challenging with the rise of populism and protectionism in Europe.



What is EU’s stand on it? • • •



The EU wanting greater market access for its automobiles and its wines and spirits. The EU is, commendably, at the forefront of protecting citizens’ rights as regards what happens to their data online. It would certainly be a shot in the arm for consumer rights and privacy standards in the digital age if India were to adopt and implement strict standards for handling data, an outcome desirable in itself.



Way ahead: • • •



• •



India and the EU should continue to welcome each other’s leadership roles in the world, because of commonly shared values. EU is India’s largest trade partner and it is also, like India, wary of China’s political (the summit declaration makes a reference to freedom of navigation principles) and economic dominance. EU is concerned about China flooding global markets with inexpensive steel and its response to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (OBOR) has been lukewarm, but the strength of China’s relationship with EU member states themselves is heterogeneous, with China trying to make inroads into Eastern and Central Europe through infrastructure investments. With around €100 billion in bilateral goods and services trade last year, India and the EU have a lot to gain from a trade deal. It will certainly pay for both India and the EU to keep each other close as they feel their way around the emerging international order.



Revised South Asia Policy: India’s role in the Indian Ocean Context: •



United States seems to be looking at India’s role in the Indian Ocean region as a counter-balance to China under the Revised South Asia Policy.



Why is Indian Ocean Region Important? • The Indian Ocean is important for three reasons: • Firstly, it enjoys a privileged location at the crossroads of global trade, connecting the major engines of the international economy in the Northern Atlantic and Asia-Pacific. • The energy flows through the Indian Ocean are of particular importance. Some 36 million barrels per day which is equivalent to about 40 per cent of the world’s oil supply and 64 per cent of oil trade—travel through the entryways into and out of the Indian Ocean, including the Straits of Malacca and Hormuz and the Bab-el-Mandeb. • Secondly, the Ocean’s vast drainage basin is important in its own right, creating opportunities, especially given the high rates of economic growth around the Indian Ocean rim, including in India, Bangladesh, Southeast Asia, and Eastern and Southern Africa. • Finally, the Indian Ocean is rich in natural resources. 40 per cent of the world’s offshore oil production takes place in the Indian Ocean basin. Created with ❤ by ForumIAS.com - The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http://forumias.com | New! http://forumias.academy - Prelims & Mains Test Series
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Fishing in the Indian Ocean accounts for almost 15 per cent of the world’s total and has increased some 13-fold between 1950 and 2010 to 11.5 million tonnes. Aquaculture in the region has also grown 12-fold since 1980. Although global fishing is reaching its natural limitations, the Indian Ocean may be able to sustain increases in production. Mineral resources are equally important, with nodules containing nickel, cobalt, and iron, and massive sulphide deposits of manganese, copper, iron, zinc, silver, and gold present in sizeable quantities on the sea-bed.



What is South Asia Policy? • • • •



South Asia as a region remains to be at the forefront of the United States’ regional interests and concerns. President Trump’s administration has brought a mix of change and continuity in the country’s foreign and security policies, especially those in South Asia. The policy ranges from the situation in Afghanistan to ever-tightened relations with Pakistan alongside the rejuvenation of relations with India. The United States has numerous interests to be protected via this region and concerns to be pacified. Alongside the approval of more troops for Afghanistan, the meeting between President Trump and Indian Prime Minister NarendraModi starts to shape up US’ policy towards South Asia.



Pros of the new South Asia policy: More military deployment in Afghanistan: • •



The decision of U.S accompanying South Asian countries in throwing out terrorism from the region provides for a significant change in the nature of military peace. The security scenario will result into sophistication of military operations. The new strategy will be dictated by “the conditions on the ground” not “arbitrary timetables”. Such a move is necessary to avoid the collapse of the US-backed government in Kabul.



Strong hold on Pakistan: • • •



The second aspect of the new strategy is a strong focus on Pakistan to make sure it abides by its commitments. Recently, U.S has expressed its concern over Pakistan actions in aborting terrorist activities. Pakistan often gives safe haven to agents of chaos, violence and terror. U.S has asked Pakistan, a change of approach, a break with the status quo, threatening that no partnership can survive a country’s tolerance of militants and terrorists.



India playing an important role: •



The third part of the Trump strategy is his outreach to India, saying a “critical part” of his administration’s South Asia policy is to further develop the US’s strategic partnership with India.
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U.S expects from India to play a greater role with the credible image it holds in Afghanistan. Afghanistan has also in return nodded in the friendly manner.



How can India be more proactive in the Indian Ocean Region? • • • •



India’s leadership role will be important in determining the strategic future. India is at the crossroads of the Indian Ocean,” Prime Minister NarendraModi declared in a speech in Mauritius in 2015. “The Indian Ocean Region is at the top of our policy priorities.” Of late, India has grown its military presence in the region, pretty much exponentially, by the Chinese showcasing that India needs to build an effective deterrence. The new ship acquisition policy announced by ArunJaitley in July 2014, in order to raise India’s home fleet by four times its current capacity, has been a welcome move.



Way forward: • • • •



Privatization of shipbuilding industry needs to be undertaken if India is to make great strides in sea. Policy to build new ships fitting specifications by Navy so as to be ready for ocean transport could be explored. Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW), is on the tables keeping in view the increase in Chinese submarine excursions. It had been reported last year that the shipping sector received 4272 crore million under Make In India scheme. But the funds are earmarked mainly to upgrade existing port facilities. Indian Ocean Region



• • • •



•



Indian Ocean Region extends from Australia in the east to South Africa in the west and leading economies of the world China, India, Japan and Australia depend on it. Indian Ocean is of great importance today arguably more than ever. It is a major conduit for international trade, especially energy. The littoral zone of Indian Ocean is vast, densely populated, and comprised of some of the world’s fastest growing regions. The Ocean is a valuable source of fishing and mineral resources. And yet its governance and security are under constant threat of being undermined, whether by non-state actors such as pirates, smugglers, and terrorists, or by furtive naval competition between states. Of late, the docking of Chinese submarines in Sri Lanka and Pakistan, forcing an Indian submarine to surface, building of islands in the South China Sea, forging friendships with smaller Indian Ocean countries, an ambitious Maritime Silk Road (MSR) touted as ‘String of Pearls’ and the massive expansion of PLA-Navy of late has created a buzz of discomfort in India.



Strait of Malacca • • •



It runs between Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore, has long been a major gateway for trade to and from Asia, and is once again rapidly rising in importance. Already the world’s second-busiest waterway, it has been in continuous use since antiquity, with Roman, Greek, Chinese and Indian traders all taking advantage of this natural channel. The opening of the Suez Canal in 1869 only increased its significance as the Strait became a key link between the Pacific and Indian Oceans, reducing the distance between Europe and the Far East.
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More recently it has served as the main transit route supplying vital commodities to fuel the fastgrowing economies of Asia and beyond. Of the 87 million barrels of oil produced per day in 2011, approximately 15.2 million passed through the Strait of Malacca, the shortest sea route between African and Persian Gulf suppliers and Asian markets. As the link between the Indian Ocean and the South China Sea, the Strait of Malacca is the shortest sea route between India and China and hence is one of the most heavily traveled shipping channels in the world.



India seeks for a constructiveRohingya policy Context: •



India on holds the opinion that displaced members of the Rohingya community will have to return to their place of origin in the Rakhine province of Myanmar.



Why is it in news? •



•



Speaking on the prospects of India-Japan cooperation in the Bay of Bengal and Asia-Pacific regions, Foreign Secretary S. Jaishankar highlighted India’s regional humanitarian responsibilities and growing convergence with Tokyo. He also highlighted the need for “a sober, sensitive and locally sensitive approach” in dealing with the humanitarian emergency that the exodus had become.



India seeks regional cooperation: • •



•



•



Mr.Jaishankar also brought up the ties between connectivity, regional cooperation and humanitarian response to evolving crisis. “One of the areas we want to see in the agenda of BIMSTEC is collaboration on the HADR— that, we would like these member countries to cooperate on humanitarian assistance to disaster situation. In the last three years, Nepal earthquake relief, (India’s response to) Yemen civil war, Maldives water crisis, and even Operation Insaniyat for the Rohingyas are part of cooperation.” MrJaishankar highlighted. Nepal earthquake relief, India’s response to Yemen civil war, Maldivian water crisis, and Operation Insaniyat for the Rohingyas are part of cooperation. The Rohingyas • • • •



The Rohingya are an ethnic Muslim minority group living primarily in Myanmar’s western Rakhine state. They practice a Sufi-inflected variation of Sunni Islam. The estimated one million Rohingya in Myanmar account for nearly a third of Rakhine’s population. The Rohingya differ from Myanmar’s dominant Buddhist groups ethnically, linguistically, and religiously.
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What is the crisis? • The Rohingya crisis is a human rights crisis with serious humanitarian consequences. • Large number of Muslim Rohingya have fled Myanmar, many crossing by land into Bangladesh, while others take to the sea to reach Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand. • The unfair policies of the Myanmar government in Rakhine state have resulted hundreds of thousands of Rohingya to flee since the late 1970s. Why the issue of ethnicity for Rohingya? • The Rohingya trace their origins in the region to the fifteenth century when thousands of Muslims came to the former Arakan Kingdom. • Many others arrived during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries when Bengal and the Rakhine territory were governed by colonial rule as part of British India. • Since independence in 1948, successive governments in Burma, renamed Myanmar in 1989, have refuted the Rohingya’s historical claims and denied the group recognition as one of the country’s 135 ethnic groups. • Both the Myanmar government and the Rakhine state’s dominant ethnic Buddhist group, known as the Rakhine, reject the use of the label “Rohingya. Why are Rohingya fleeing Myanmar? • Government policies, including restrictions on marriage, family planning, employment, education, religious choice, and freedom of movement have institutionalized systemic discrimination against the ethnic group. • Rakhine state is also Myanmar’s least developed state, with more than 78 percent of households living below the poverty threshold, according to World Bank estimates. • Widespread poverty, weak infrastructure, and a lack of employment opportunities exacerbate the cleavage between Buddhists and Muslim Rohingya. Rohingyas in India: • There are an estimated 36,000 Rohingya Muslims in India today, concentrated in the seven states of Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Assam, Jammu and Kashmir and Delhi. • Delhi stance on the Rohingyas is firm; they are welcome as long as the Rohingyas obtain a valid visa and have a refugee card. • Without a refugee card, the Rohingyas can’t claim land, health benefits or education for their kids. • According to a Reuters report, only 9000 of the 36,000 Rohingyas who live in India are registered. Why such distant stand by India? • Rohingya crisis is irreconcilable and unresolvable. All that can be done is try to mitigate it. • With India having no solution or expertise to offer, it is a good reason to stay away. • India has real security interests which depend on the goodwill of the Myanmar regime. • In 2015, for instance, following an attack by Naga rebels on a security convoy in Manipur, Indian forces carried out a covert raid across the border – with the quiet nod from Yangon. Delhi does not want that trust to be eroded. • A new Muslim militant minority across India’s eastern border poses a severe security threat to the stability in Bangladesh and, in turn, across Assam and northeast India. • Several thousands of Rohingya refugees already reside in India and with support from activists they could disrupt Delhi’s relations with Myanmar. Created with ❤ by ForumIAS.com - The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http://forumias.com | New! http://forumias.academy - Prelims & Mains Test Series
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Impact on India: • When peace returns to Myanmar, India can ask the latter to rehabilitate the Rohingyas. • A stable and democratic Myanmar will naturally gravitate towards New Delhi. • The Rohingya crisis, if it remains unsettled, can become a path toward radicalization and pose a greater security threat for India. • There are reports of increasing radicalization among sections of the Rohingya community. • A December 2016 report by the International Crisis Group spoke precisely about this challenge and highlighted how rights violations can lead to radicalization.



India-Pakistan relationship is hostage to dispute Context: •



Former Ambassador of Pakistan to the U.S. Husain Haqqani has launched South Asians Against Terrorism and for Human Rights (SAATH), condemning the “widening circle of repression” and is trying to address mainstream extremist and terrorist organizations in Pakistan.



What is SAATH? • •



•



South Asians Against Terrorism and for Human Rights (SAATH), is a platform where people could start asking questions that they are not allowed to ask otherwise. As hyper-nationalist discourse is being encouraged in Pakistan, especially in the media and it is done so by silencing dissent. Somebody has to start telling people to talk rationally, and the purpose of SAATH is to try and rekindle a rational discourse back to Pakistan. SAATH is not going to possibly affect day-to-day politics but it aims to affect the battle of ideas.



What does SAATH aims at? •



• • • •



This forum recognizes that one of the reasons Pakistan’s democracy has remained tenuous is that while the Centre has denied rights to the provinces, the provinces have failed in the devolution of power to the local governments. Therefore, this forum demands that the provinces should activate the Provincial Finance Commissions and allocate maximum resources to the local governments. It also demands that the local governments should be given 25% of the royalty and the profits of natural resourcesexploited from their respective areas. Participants decided that Pakistan needs a new national narrative that is based on theconsent of its peoplerather than on religious hatred, militarism and militancy. Participants of SAATH will set up two secretariats, one in Pakistan and the other abroad for the diaspora, to help wrestle the idea and identity of Pakistan away from the obscurantist forces.



What are the issues SAATH deals with? •



The widening circle of repression of critical, dissenting voices to the state’s narrative have led to shrinking space for liberal, secular, progressive ideas and pluralism.
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There are constant threats to democracy and to nationalists in Balochistan, Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa areas of Pakistan. NGOs, human rights defenders and individuals are being victimised. Major political parties are demonstrating an inability to prioritize protection of human rights and social justice. Attempts to mainstream extremist and terrorist organizations are a particularly dangerous development and a threat to the democratic polity. State support for, and tolerance of, groups considered terrorist by the rest of the world remains a serious concern. An unelected institution of state challenging the democratic mandate of the elected government, in keeping with a persistent pattern, continues to be a serious source of apprehension. To establish a true democracy in Pakistan, which is a multinational state, the federating units must be given not only maximum political autonomy but also control over their natural resources.



What role is envisaged for other South Asian nations in SAATH? •



•



The problems in South Asian region are interlinked. Once there are enough Pakistanis onboard, then SAATH will focus on bringing Afghan, Indian, Sri Lankan, Bangladesh and Nepal on board as well. South Asia is the least integrated region in the world. Half of Europe’s trade is within Europe and half of ASEAN’s (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) is within ASEAN. In South Asia, intraregional trade is only 5% of the total trade of the countries in the region, which is abysmal. SAATH will try focusing on the intra – regional trade in South Asian region.



Where does the road lead for India and Pakistan? • •



India and Pakistan should not let their relationship be hostage to dispute. Their approach should be ‘let us become friends first and discuss things we disagree about later’. India can help change the psyche by constantly signalling to the Pakistani people that India has no conflict with them and make sure that the Pakistani people are no longer fooled by an establishment that no longer describes India and Pakistan as neighbours but as eternal enemies.



India – Pakistan relations Trade: • One of the key areas where the relationship can actually be mended is trade. The reason being a tremendous potential for trade between both the nations • Once the economic relations are strengthened, there will be no chance of war, because even enemies turn into friends due to trading. • The trade volume between the two countries is very low, and this has to be enhanced. The two countries should move forward, and the peace process can flourish through the economic corridor • The trade volume between Pakistan and India was $2.4 billion, Pakistan’s exports to India amount to $402.7 million, or 1.6pc of its overall exports. Easier on visas:
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Lately, there have been instances where many people suffered due to rigidity and strict regulations on issuing visas. This is another area where both nations can improve that can further attract tourism in both nations



Divergence: •



•



•



• • •



The year 2016 could go down as one of the worst for Indo-Pak ties as terror attacks by Pakistan-based groups stalled the peace process and India’s surgical strikes inside PoKfollowed by trading of heavy fire at the border raised fears of a large-scale conflict. The year began on a sordid note when on January 2, Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammad militants stormed the Pathankot airbase in Punjab and killed seven security personnel before they were eliminated. The Pathankot attack was devastating for bilateral ties as it followed a brief but important visit to Lahore by Prime Minister NarendraModi on the occasion of the birthday of his counterpart Nawaz Sharif on December 25 last year India’s attitude began to harden in July, when Pakistan tried to gain diplomatic and political mileage out of popular protests in Indian-administered Kashmir. Modi government responded by refusing to condemn a devastating terrorist attack in the Pakistani city of Quetta in August. This was the first time; he also raised Pakistani human rights abuses in Balochistan and Pakistan-administered Kashmir in his annual Independence Day speech on Aug. 15.



New U.S. policy India and Afghanistan comes together for regional counter-terror efforts Context: •



•



India and Afghanistan deliberated on regional counter-terror efforts and emphasized on enhancing New Delhi’s defence assistance to Kabul during a day-long working visit by Afghan President Ashraf Ghani to India. Mr Ghani also praised the new United States (U.S) strategy calling it a ‘game – changer’ as it aims at ensuring a regional approach to fighting terrorism, including making Pakistan act against “state sponsorship of sanctuaries” along the border with Afghanistan.



Meeting with Tillerson: • •



Both India and Afghanistan expressed an appreciation for the U.S.’s new South Asia policy, as Secretary of State Rex Tillerson continued his travels in the region. President Ghani and Prime Minister Modi following the new U.S. Strategy, agreed that the strategy is an opportunity for lasting peace and stability in Afghanistan & South Asia; expansion of cooperation between the countries and the region.



Pros of the new South Asia policy: •



More military deployment in Afghanistan:The decision of U.S accompanying South Asian countries in throwing out terrorism from the region provides for a significant change in the nature of military peace.
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The security scenario will result into sophistication of military operations. The new strategy will be dictated by “the conditions on the ground” not “arbitrary timetables”. Such a move is necessary to avoid the collapse of the US-backed government in Kabul. Strong hold on Pakistan:The second aspect of the new strategy is a strong focus on Pakistan to make sure it abides by its commitments. Recently, U.S has expressed its concern over Pakistan actions in aborting terrorist activities. Pakistan often gives safe haven to agents of chaos, violence and terror. U.S has asked Pakistan, a change of approach, a break with the status quo, threatening that no partnership can survive a country’s tolerance of militants and terrorists. India playing an important role:The third part of the Trump strategy is his outreach to India, saying a “critical part” of his administration’s South Asia policy is to further develop the US’s strategic partnership with India. U.S expects from India to play a greater role with the credible image it holds in Afghanistan. Afghanistan has also in return nodded in the friendly manner.



Significance of Present visit for India-U.S bilateral relations: • •



•



•



•



The visit set the course for India-U.S. relations going ahead, mapping convergences in connectivity, trade and economics and counter-terrorism cooperation. Tillerson said America wants to be India’s most “reliable partner” in an increasingly uncertain world, thus, putting India at the very heart of America’s efforts to balance an increasingly assertive China. Tillerson affirmation that India and America “are two bookends of stability on either side of the globe” with shared political values and converging economic interests highlights the Credibility U.S puts on the shoulder of India. In facing up to India’s concerns about Pakistan’s use of terror as an instrument of foreign policy and China’s quest for hegemony in the Indo-Pacific, Trump and Tillerson have raised hopes for a closer regional alignment between Delhi and Washington. Tillerson sketched out a crucial role for India in maintaining in stability in the Asia Pacific region—along with partners like Japan and Australia besides the US. This was against the backdrop of the unpredictable rise of China.



How will this move help South Asia to get rid of terrorism? • • • • •



US have clogged the financial aid to Pakistan military which were used in terror activities and has also removed Pakistan from the list of terror victim countries. The policy asks Pakistan to stop terror in Afghanistan from her north-west tribal regions. The emphasis on extradition of terror group leaders like MasoodAzhar(JeM),Syed Salahuddin from Pakistan to India. The policy recognizes internal threats like Naxalism and other organized crimes against India. Recognition of groups like LeT, JeM, JuD, Haqqani network and global terror group like ISIS, Taliban and their safe haven in Pakistan, Somalia, Sahara belt will likely to have major impact on UN resolution on terrorism.



Way forward: •



Delhi should focus on strengthening practical cooperation wherever possible with Trump’s Washington.
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Delhi must seek to stiffen America’s resolve to confront the Pakistan Army’s sponsorship of terror, encourage them to discard the residual bureaucratic hesitations in Washington about supporting India’s rise and delineate the pathways for constructing a stable balance of power system in the Indo-Pacific.



India – Afghanistan relations Defense Cooperation: • • •



India provides training to Afghanistan military officers in Indian military academies. In 2014 India signed an agreement with Afghanistan and Russia. According to this agreement Russia will provide all military equipment needed by Afghanistan and India will pay for it. India has directly provided three Russian-made Mi-25 attack helicopters to Afghan Air Force in 2015.



Corporation in fighting Terrorism: • • • •



India wants a democratic and peaceful Afghanistan for stability in its relations. But the country faces terror threats in the following ways Afghani Taliban is a major terrorist group. They are attempting to take over the democratically elected Government in Afghanistan. Al Qaeda and many other terrorist groups like Haqqani Network are very active in Afghanistan. The recent rise of Islamic State terrorists may have spillover effects on India in future.



Pipeline Routes: • •



The country is located strategically adjacent to the oil and gas rich Middle East & Central Asia giving it an important geostrategic location. Afghanistan becomes an attractive real estate for dominance on the pipeline routes.



Natural Resources: • • • • • • •



Afghanistan is rich in natural resources such as previous metals and minerals. Regional Balance of Power India needs Afghanistan to keep Pakistan in check just like China has been using Pakistan against India When Afghanistan was invaded by US in 2001, its objectives were to oust Taliban and control of natural resources of Afghanistan. There was an agenda for the US and India to prevent Russian and Chinese hegemony in Central Asia. Russia maintains Afghanistan as embankment to protect its vulnerable southern border from illegal narcotics and Islamic extremism. These factors make Afghanistan has become a center of power struggle between superpowers.
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The road to partnership: India and America Context: •



The US Secretary of State, Rex Tillerson, has drawn attention to an enduring paradox that marks the relationship between India and America.



What are the paradoxes? •



Two paradoxes: o One such paradox is about the gap between expert expectations and actual outcomes. o The relationship remains very below potential. Neither side has taken full advantage of all the possibilities that have emerged.



Recent development on the relation between India and America: • • • • • • •



The two countries have now advanced to $115 billion, with the surplus in India’s favour. Still there are multiple obstacles remain in boosting two-ways trade to the proclaimed goal of $500 billion. America has become a major arms supplier for India. The volume of Indian defence imports has grown from near zero at the turn of the century to about $15 billion presently. And now, both Trump and Tillerson have signalled renewed strategic enthusiasm for India. In the last couple of decades, both the nations made progress by setting aside their differences on Pakistan and China. America has begun to clear the path for strategic regional coordination between two nations.



Problems: • • • • •



•



There are residual issues in Washington about supplying advanced defence technologies to India and Delhi remains reluctant to inject greater political content into the security partnership. Under-estimation of the bipartisan political commitment in both countries to build a strong strategic partnership. Conflicts related to the IPR regime under the aegis of WTO. Increased Protectionism being brought in by the Trump Regime. President George W.Bush invested huge political capital to reconcile America with the reality of India’s nuclear weapons programme and lifted the decade-old domestic and international restrictions on atomic energy cooperation with India. President Barack Obama resisted the temptations to connect the problems in Kashmir and Afghanistan, completed the negotiations on the nuclear deal, and elevated India to a central position in America’s strategy towards Asia and the Indo-Pacific.



India-U.S relations Economic dimensions: • India ranks just 130th on the World Bank’s annual survey on the ease of doing business. Yet Tillerson cited the growth of the two countries’ economic partnership, saying 600 American companies work there and that U.S. investment in the country has risen 500 percent in two Created with ❤ by ForumIAS.com - The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http://forumias.com | New! http://forumias.academy - Prelims & Mains Test Series
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years. Bilateral trade will climb beyond the record $115 billion reached last year, noting that a U.S. shipment of crude oil arrived in India this month for the first time. Citing India’s role as the world’s most populous democracy, Tillerson said the two nations “share a vision for the future.” He called for closer defense ties, referring to a range of hardware the U.S. is prepared to sell India



Trade relations: • The U.S. is India’s second largest trading partner, and India is its 11th largest trading partner. • In 2015, the US exported $ 21.5 billion worth of goods to India and imported $ 44.8 billion worth of Indian goods. • Major items imported from India include information services, textiles, machinery, gems, and diamonds, chemicals and iron and steel products, coffee etc. • Major items imported by India include aircraft, fertilizers, computer hardware, scrap metal and medical equipment. Civil Nuclear Partnership: • The India-United States Civil Nuclear Agreement also referred to as the “123 Agreement” signed in 2008 is a bilateral agreement for peaceful nuclear cooperation which governs civil nuclear trade between American and Indian firms to participate in each other’s civil nuclear energy sector. • For the agreement to be operational, nuclear vendors and operators must comply with India’s 2010 Nuclear Liability Act which stipulates that nuclear suppliers, contractors and operators must bear financial responsibility in case of an accident. Counter terrorism: • Cooperation in counter-terrorism has seen considerable progress with intelligence sharing, information exchange, operational cooperation, counter-terrorism technology and equipment. India-US Counter-Terrorism Cooperation Initiative was signed in 2010 to expand collaboration on counter-terrorism, information sharing and capacity building. Energy and climate change: • The U.S.-India Energy Dialogue was launched in May 2005 to promote trade and investment in the energy sector, and held its last meeting in September 2015 in Washington DC. • There are six working groups in oil & gas, coal, power and energy efficiency, new technologies & renewable energy, civil nuclear cooperation and sustainable development under the Energy Dialogue. • Recently, Indian Oil Corp. Ltd received its first crude oil shipment from the US on Monday, after Washington re-entered the export market last year, increasing competition in an already depressed oil market. Defence partnership: • The defence partnership has been blossoming, growing and expanding over the last many years. In 2005 India-US framework agreement on civil nuclear cooperation was signed. This was renewed in 2015. • Recently India was designated as “a major defencepartner”.This is a designation that the US provides to its NATO members, to its allies like Japan, Australia, New Zealand and South Korea. India will also be stepping into these ranges of countries. • There are large numbers of initiatives on defence cooperation and one of them is Defence Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI). Created with ❤ by ForumIAS.com - The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http://forumias.com | New! http://forumias.academy - Prelims & Mains Test Series
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Starting from the base level of zero in 2005 where there was no exchange, US has become the second largest supplier of defenceequipments to India with orders more than $15 billion. There is scope of making it trilateral by bringing in India-US-Japan or India-US-Australia. The Malabar exercise is in good progress. There are so many indicators to prove that India – U.S relationship in defence and also in other areas like science, knowledge, and culture is in bright spot for both the countries. There are talks about Counter terrorism where we see prospects of greater relations. In 2016, India and United States signed the LEMOA.



•



•



•



ECONOMY AND AGRICULTURE (GS-3)



Recapitalization of public sector banks



Context: •



The Government of India recently introduced the recapitalization of public sector banks.



What are Non Performing Assets (NPAs)? • • • • •



A non performing asset (NPA) is a loan or advance for which the principal or interest payment remained overdue for a period of 90 days. Banks are required to classify NPAs further into Substandard, Doubtful and Loss assets. Substandard assets: Assets which has remained NPA for a period less than or equal to 12 months. Doubtful assets: An asset would be classified as doubtful if it has remained in the substandard category for a period of 12 months. Loss assets: As per RBI, Loss asset is considered uncollectible and of such little value that its continuance as a bankable asset is not warranted, although there may be some salvage or recovery value.



What are the reasons for the rise of NPAs? •



The banking sector has been facing the severe problems of the rising NPAs. Following are the major reasons:



External Factors: •



• •



Ineffective recovery tribunal: The government has set an array of recovery tribunals, which works for recovery of loans and advances, due to their carelessness and ineffectiveness in their work the bank suffers the consequence of non-recover, their by reducing their profitability and liquidity. Natural calamities: Every now and then India is hit by major natural calamities thus making the borrowers unable to pay back there loans. Thus the bank has to make large amount of provisions in order to pay damages those loans, hence end up the fiscal with a reduced profit.
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Industrial sickness: Inappropriate project handling , ineffective management , lack of adequate resources , lack of advance technology , day to day changing governemnt policies produce industrial sickness. Therefore the banks that finance those industries ultimately end up with a low recovery of their loans reducing their profit and liquidity.



Internal Factors: • • •



Inappropriate technology: Proper Management Information System (MIS) and financial accounting system is not implemented in the banks, which leads to poor credit collection. Improper analysis: The inappropriate strength, weakness, opportunity and threat analysis is another reason for increase in NPAs. Poor Credit Appraisal: Deprived credit appraisal is an additional factor for the increase in NPAs, due to poor credit appraisal the bank gives advances to those who are not able to repay it back.



Steps proposed by RBI: Restructured standard account provisioning has been increased to 5% making it easier for banks to go for restructuring. On the flip side, this has the potential to enhance tendency of ever greening of loans. • RBI has directed banks to give loans by looking at CIBIL score and is encouraging banks to start sharing information amongst themselves. • RBI has directed banks to report to Central Repository of Information on Large Credit (CRILC) when principle/interest payment not paid between 61-90 days • RBI has asked banks to conduct sector wise/activity wise analysis of NPA • SEBI has eased norms for banks to convert debt of distressed borrowers into equity 5/25 scheme •



For existing and new projects greater than 500 crores and also for existing projects which have been classified as bad debt or stressed asset, bank can provide longer amortization periods of 25 years with the option of restructuring loans every 5 or 7 year • The advantage of this scheme is that it provides for longer lending period with inbuilt flexibility. Shorter lending periods leads to companies stretching their balance sheet to pay back loan • From bank’s point of view it is helpful as freshly restructured asset is considered as bad debt and requires 15% provisioning by banks against such loans leading to erosion of profitability for banks Strategic Debt Restructuring Scheme •



•



•



This scheme provides for an alternative to restructuring. Wherever restructuring has not helped, banks can convert existing loans into equity. The scheme provides for creation of Joint Lenders Forum which is to be given additional powers with respect to o Management change in company getting restructured o Sale of noncore assets in case company has diversified into sectors other than for which loans were guaranteed o Decision by JLF on debt restructuring by a majority of 75% by value and 60% by number On the positive side, willfull defaulters are dissuaded as they fear the loss of their company
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Banks need to be more conventional in yielding loans to sectors that have a history of being found as contributors in NPAs. • The loan sanctioning process of banks needs to be harsher and well beyond the conventional practices of analysis of financial statements and history of promoters. • A suitable agenda to attract and reassure quality professionals to join the discipline of insolvency professionals is vital. • Any plan to alleviate the current scenario especially relating to the Debt recovery tribunals must be given urgency, to ease the burden on NCLT • If the public sector has to compete in the fierce financial markets, they have to create and nurture a good cadre of officers in various disciplines. • As per the RBI directive, banks will now have to agree to a common approach forrestructuring or recovery of each non-performing loan (NPL). • The common approach will be the one adopted by the lead bank, along with a few more banks so as to meet the thresholds of 60% of lenders by value and 50% by number. • This approach assumes that the interests of all banks need to be aligned with or subsumed within the interest of the lead bank. • There is an urgent need to develop specialized skills in the area of appraisal, monitoring and recovery to ensure the quality of credit portfolio. • Banks should be equipped with latest credit risk management techniques to protect the bank funds and minimize insolvency issues. • Banks should explore the possibilities to develop credit derivative markets to avoid these risks. • Timely follow up is the key to keep the quality of assets intact and enables the bank to recover the interest/instalments in time. • Selection of right borrowers, viable economic activity,adequate finance and timely disbursement, end use of funds and timely recovery of loans should be the focus areas so as to prevent or minimize the incidence of fresh NPAs. How NPA are different from stressed assets? •



Stressed assets: A stressed asset is an indicator of the health of the banking system. It is a combination of NPA, Restructured loans and Written off assets. Assets of the banking system comprises of loans given and investment in bonds made by banks. Quality of the asset indicates how much of the loans taken by the borrowers are repaid in the form of interests and principal. Restructured loans: • These are assets which got an extended repayment period, reduced interest rate, converting a part of the loan into equity, providing additional financing. • Under restructuring a bad loan is modified as a new loan. • This is because a restructured loan was a past NPA or it has been modified into a new loan. • Corporate Debt Restructuring Mechanism (CDM) allows restructuring of loans. Written off Assets: • These are those bank or lender doesn’t count the money borrower owes to it. • The financial statement of the bank will indicate that the written off loans are compensated through some other way. • The ratio of stressed assets to gross advances of the Indian Banking System is increasing from 2013 onwards. • • • •
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It has risen from around 6 per cent at end of March 2011 to 11.1 per cent by 2015.



Government initiatives to tackle NPAs: Promulgation of Banking Regulation (Amendment) Ordinance: It helps in the following ways: It empowers the RBI to direct Banks to initiate insolvency resolution, wherever such need arises. It also give advice to baking agencies on ways of tackling with its stressed asset problems. It aims to check this menace in a time bound manner and helps in timely recovery of the stressed assets. • Incorporation of SARFAESI ACT:The Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 empowers the banking systems to auction residential or commercial properties (except agricultural land) to recover their loans. • Debt Recovery Acts: These laws established debt recovery tribunals with the power to recover debts of Banks and Financial Institutions. • Concept of Bad Banks: In this concept the banking institutions sell their bad loans to an intermediary and thus they write off their bad loan and intermediary has to recover the loan from the defaulter. • Mediation for loan recovery: This concept was introduced so that genuine defaulter, who are unable to pay off their loans, but are not able to put forward their situations with the banking authorities, hire a mediator, who discusses this with the banking officer and come to a solution. • Strategic Debt Restructuring (SDR): Creditors could take over the assets of the firms and sell them to new owners. • Sustainable Structuring of Stressed Assets (S4A): An independent agency hired by the banks will decide on how much of the stressed debt of a company is sustainable • The government recently passed an ordinance to amend certain sections of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949: This allow the banking companies to resolve the issue related to stressed assets by initiating the insolvency proceedings whenever required. This is in addition to the recently promulgated Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 which provides for time bound resolutions of stressed assets. • Government promulgated the Banking Regulation(Amendment) Ordinance, 2017 with the following features: • It was passed to deal with stressed assets, particularly those in consortium or multiple banking arrangements. • It authorize the RBI to direct banking companies to resolve the issue related to specific stressed assets, by initiating insolvency resolution process wherever required. Conclusion: • • • •



•



Looking at the giant size of the banking industry, there can be hardly any doubt that the menace of NPAs needs to be curbed. It poses a big threat to the macro-economic stability of the Indian economy. An analysis of the present situation brings us to the point that the problem is multifaceted and has roots in economic slowdown; deteriorating business climate in India; shortages in the legal system; and the operational shortcoming of the banks. The recommendations given by RBI are a welcome step in this regard. Agreement on elimination of fisheries subsidies
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Context: •



An agreement on elimination of ‘harmful’ fisheries subsidies is likely to be the only major outcome at the forthcoming meeting of the World Trade Organisation’s (WTO) highest decisionmaking body called the ‘Ministerial Conference’ and there seems to have no progress at ecommerce.



What is the issue? • •



•



In May, a UN statement cited fisheries experts from UNCTAD mentioned that Harmful fishing subsidies (globally) that contribute to overfishing are estimated to be as high as $35 billion. Seeking permanent solution to the issue of public stock-holding for food security purposes’ would be a part of the outcomes as it is an issue of huge importance to developing countries including India. India has rejected fresh efforts by a clutch of countries led by the European Union (EU), Japan, Canada and Australia to negotiate new global e-commerce rules under the aegis of the World Trade Organization (WTO).



‘No’ to e-commerce talks: • The probability of introduction of “new issues” like ‘e-commerce’, ‘trade facilitation in services’ and ‘investment facilitation’ into the WTO’s ongoing Doha Round negotiations remains timid. • The main argument of many developing countries currently remains that there is a lot of stuff on the deck already, which needs to be sorted out before going into new issues like e-commerce. • Developing countries are not ready to allow e-commerce to be negotiated at the WTO at this stage. They want to ensure that e-commerce is an enabler for development, without going into rule-making at the WTO. Why did India say no? • •



•



India fears that the new global e-commerce rules could provide unfair market access to foreign online retail firms, hurting the rapidly growing domestic start-ups. During an informal meeting at the WTO, the EU, Canada, Australia, Chile, Korea, Norway and Paraguay, among other countries, circulated a restricted draft ministerial decision to establish “a working party” at the upcoming WTO ministerial meeting in Buenos Aires and authorizing it to “conduct preparations for and carry out negotiations on trade-related aspects of electronic commerce on the basis of proposal by Members”. A key demand by the developed countries is to make permanent the current ban on customs duties on global electronic transactions—they were suspended in 1998.



Conclusion: •



The E-Commerce industry in India may currently be behind its counterparts in a number of developed countries and even some emerging markets. The Indian e-Commerce industry has access to funds from within the country and international investors. Overall, the e-Commerce sector is maturing and a number of serious players are entering the market.
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E-Commerce •



• •



•



Electronic commerce or e-commerce is a type of business model, or segment of a larger business model, that enables a firm or individual to conduct business over an electronic network, mainly from the internet. Electronic commerce operates in all four of the major market segments: business to business, business to consumer, consumer to consumer and consumer to business. E-Commerce processes are conducted using applications, such as email, fax, online catalogues and shopping carts, electronic data interchange (EDI), file transfer protocol and web services and e-newsletters to subscribers. Electronic commerce emerged in the early 1990’s and its use has increased at a rapid rate. Today the majority of companies have an online presence.



Types of e-commerce: • • • •



There are several types of electronic commerce. The most common is business to consumer, in which a business sells products or services directly to consumers over the Internet. Another type of electronic commerce is business to business, where companies sell products or services to other companies over the Internet. Consumer to business electronic commerce involves consumers selling products or services to businesses. There is consumer to consumer e-commerce, which is where consumers sell their products to other consumers.



The issues and problems affecting the development of Internet, e-commerce and e-business applications: There is no guarantee of product quality. Mechanical failures can cause unpredictable effects on the total processes. As there is minimum chance of direct customer to company interactions, customer loyalty is always on a check. • There are many hackers who look for opportunities, and thus an e-commerce site, service, payment gateways; all are always prone to attack. • E-commerce is lack of human interaction for customers, especially who prefer face-to-face consumption. Solutions: • • •



• • • •



E-commerce readiness: It is essential to fully understand the payment and logistical infrastructure, consumer behaviour, retail opportunity and technological developments. Scope of growth: It is also important to look at the internet penetration, demographics of the online buying population. Barriers to entry: Players should understand the regulatory environment and connect with solution providers, content distribution networks, and digital agencies. Competition: There is also a need to do an in-depth assessment of what competitors are doing, their online strategy and the nature of each offering.
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Centre to aid offshore e-commerce play Context: •



Centre plans to expand the footprint of the Indian e-commerce sector to tap potential markets outside the country, including Africa and Southeast Asia.



What is the significance of expanding the ecommerce industry? •



• • • •



Among several factors, a conscious patronization of online commerce, and an emergence of retail as a dominant market segment have contributed to the unprecedented growth of ecommerce in India. The digital economy in the country is forecast to generate employment for about 30 million people by 2024-25, “which is double than the current scenario”. The policy is aimed to achieve the target of making India a trillion-dollar digital economy in the next seven years With increasing demand for online purchasing, more and more businesses are moving to e-store from brick and mortar stores. With the boom in internet usage and its convenience, ecommerce has a lot of potential to capture markets both domestic and overseas.



What are the factors catalysing the e-commerce industry in India? •



The three principal driving factors that seem to have contributed to this growth in ecommerce sector of India are: o Participation of niche companies in online trading o Unmatched FDI (foreign direct investment) o Uniform GST (Goods and Services Tax)



What are the two aspects for the expansion of e-commerce industry? •



• •



There will be two aspects to it: o one will focus on expansion within India, and o the other on global expansion. The government is to tap overseas markets in the Southeast Asia, West Asia, SAARC and BRICS nations The e-commerce economy is currently pegged at $30 billion, and the government expects it to grow at $150 billion by 2024-25.



What are the other initiatives taken by the government? •



The government is also working on a strategy to make India a hub for o Data analytics o Cloud computing o Financial technology



What are the challenges to the expansion of the ecommerce industry? • • •



Shipping costs and tracking visibility; Clarity in cross-border fees (Import duties and taxes); Reasonable product delivery times, and
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Data security.



How is the government working on the data protection draft bill? • • • • • •



The Data Protection Act, the draft of which is likely to be ready by December 2017, will provide a policy framework on digital economy, including social media. The government will also ready a security framework for mobile devices and the mobile application ecosystem by March 2018. What is Data Protection under the Indian legal system? The Indian constitution has provided the right to privacy under the scope of Article 21. Its interpretation is found insufficient to provide adequate protection to the data. In the year 2000, effort has been made by our legislature to embrace privacy issues relating to computer system under the purview of IT Act, 2000. This Act contains certain provisions which provide protection of stored data. In the year 2006, our legislature has also introduced a bill known as ‘The Personal Data Protection Bill’ so as to provide protection to the personal information of the person.



What is the significance of data protection bill? • • • • •



In the year 2006, our legislature has introduced a bill known as ‘The Personal Data Protection Bill’ to provide protection to the personal information of the person. The bill applies both to government as well as private enterprises engaged in data functions. Privacy has become an intensely discussed and debated topic, in this new era of digital age In order to remove obstacles from cross-border flow of data, the privacy of people and freedom should be maintained at all levels by processing the data equivalent in all participating states The new Data Protection Act, the draft of which is likely to be ready by December 2017, will provide a policy framework on digital economy, including social media. The government will also ready a security framework for mobile devices and the mobile application ecosystem by March 2018



Legal steps to guard digital payments Context: •



The Home Ministry has asked banks and e-wallet firms to furnish details of the extent of financial fraud reported in the past one year as digital transactions picked.
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Why is it in news? • •



The use of mobile wallets and online transactions has spiked since demonetisation. A high-level committee of the Ministry convened a meeting in this regard with the officials of banks, e-wallet firms and the Reserve Bank of India to understand the extent of technological misuse and financial frauds committed through digital means.



How is Government dealing with the Issue related to check crimes in financial sector? •



• •



The Information Technology Act, 2000 has recently been amended to meet challenges in cybercrime, the amended Act is yet to come into force, it has introduced two important provisions that have a strong bearing on the legal regime for data protection. The Supreme Court said the introduction of a “carefully structured” data protection regime and its contours were matters policy matters to be considered by the Centre. The government has already indicated in the court that the committee would be framing a data protection Bill similar to the “technology-neutral” draft Privacy Bill submitted by an earlier expert committee led by former Delhi High Court Chief Justice A.P. Shah to the Planning Commission of India in 2012.



Government schemes related to Digitalization • • •



• •



•



The Digital India Programme is the flagship programme launched by the Government of India with a vision to transfer India into digitally empowered society and knowledge economy. The Unified Payments Interface (UIP)-the payment system that allows mobile-enabled money transfer between bank accounts is also a step towards digitalization of economy. The Bharat Interface for Money (Bhim app), the common app that can be used by anyone who has a bank account with a linked mobile number. Bhim provides a Smartphone front-end to make bank-to-bank payments. The government also unveiled two schemes –Lucky GrahakYojana and DigiDhanVyapaarYojana for customers and trades alike to promote mobile banking and e-payments. Finance minister ArunJaitley proposed a slew of measures to hasten India’s movement to a cashless economy like ban on cash transactions more than Rs 3 lakh, tax breaks for the creation of a cashless infrastructure, greater usage of non-cash modes of payments and making Aadhaar based payments more widespread. The budget proposed to ban all cash transactions above Rs 3 lakh, in line with the · Aadhaar pay, a merchant version of Aadhaar-Enabled Payment System (AEPS), will be launched soon to enable those who do not have debit cards, mobile wallets and mobile phones to make digital payments.



RatanP.Watal committee on Digital Payment: • • •



The Committee on Digital Payments headed by Ratan P. Watal has submitted its final report to the Union Finance Ministry. It was notified in 2016. It was tasked to review existing payment systems in the country and recommend appropriate measures for encouraging Digital Payments.



Key recommendations:
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The Committee has recommended medium term strategy for accelerating growth of Digital Payments in India. It also recommends inclusion of financially and socially excluded groups and assimilation of emerging technologies in the market. It calls for need of safeguarding security of Digital Transactions and providing level playing to all stakeholders and new players who will enter this new transaction space.



Digitalization • Digitalization is the integration of digital technologies into everyday life by the digitization of everything that can be digitized. • Digitalization also means the process of making digital everything that can be digitized and the process of converting information into digital format. Advantages of digitalization: • Economic empowerment: Increasing digital literacy and Internet access can lead to economic empowerment and reduce social inequality. • Good governance: Use of information technology can make government system more transparent and accountable, enhance efficiency in delivery of various services, simplify procedures, reduce leakages in subsidies and has potential to reduce corruption. • Growth: Digitization has a direct correlation with faster growth ,development and welfare employment to jobless. Challenges for Digitalization: • Low digital literacy. • Lack of adequate infrastructure to protect data. • Cases of cyber crimes are rising. • Many rural areas remain isolated from internet and cellular services. • Women have comparatively poor access to online services, which widens the gender gap. • Poverty is one of the obstacles in digital development. • A digital economy poses security risks like theft of debit cards in India.



Against a fiscal stimulus package for the Indian economy Context
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It is believed by many economists that unless structural problems like bad loans are fixed, quickfix solutions such as a fiscal stimulus package are not likely to raise growth rates



Why the government must tread with caution? • •



Fiscal policy is a potent instrument that must be used to alleviate the unemployment crisis, but first, supply-side constraints need to be systematically united. The synchronized easing of fiscal and monetary policies in the wake of the financial crash of 2008 stoked the fires of inflation, and led to a widening of the twin deficits in the subsequent years.



What are the arguments against the stimulus package? •



• • •



The biggest argument against a fiscal stimulus package comes from the example of borrowing spree unleashed by the central government in the late 1980s which culminated in the economic crisis of 1991 The benefits of a fiscal stimulus are uncertain but the risks are clear India’s consolidated deficit is significantly higher than most other emerging markets of the world, as the latest issue of the International Monetary Fund’s Fiscal Monitor shows. It is worth noting that foreign portfolio inflows into India so far this year have been led by bond investors, who have pumped in a net of $22 billion in debt markets



What is the way ahead? • •



The key reason for this is the pile-up of bad debt that has made lenders wary of lending afresh, and the pipeline of stalled projects that has stymied the flow of fresh investments. Unless such structural problems are fixed, quick-fix solutions such as a fiscal stimulus package are unlikely to raise growth rates sustainably.



Stimulus Package • • •



A ‘stimulus’ is an attempt by policymakers to kick start a sluggish economy through a package of measures. A monetary stimulus will see the central bank expanding money supply or reducing the cost of money to spur consumer spending. A fiscal stimulus entails the Government spending more from its own coffers or slashing tax rates to put more money in the hands of consumers.



Why is it important? • •



Stimulus acquired respectability after the US credit crisis of 2008 saw governments across the US, Europe, Japan and China rolling out large fiscal stimulus packages. India’s fiscal stimulus package in 2008-09 included a blanket 4 percentage point cut in the excise duty rates: o Rs 20,000 crore in plan spending by the Government, o Rs 10,000 crore funding for infrastructure finance, o Export subsidies, and o Large government order for new buses to replace State public transport fleets.
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Economic growth: an alternative view Context: •



India’s current method of GDP calculation treats environmental damage costs as income.



Problem of quantification of Ecosystem services: •



• • •



The environment generates a range of ecosystem services such as provisioning services (food, irrigation, drinking water), regulating services (climate regulation, water quality regulation), cultural services (recreational and religious services) and supporting services (nutrient recycling, soil formation). Identifying and quantifying them for the purpose of damage assessment is a difficult task in the absence of relevant data. In India, millions of households and economic activities utilise these ecosystem services for production and consumption. Though economically highly valuable, ecosystem services are not traded in the markets and, therefore, their true values are not reflected in the system. Therefore, the actual value of economic welfare lost due to loss of ecosystem services will be much higher than what is being currently estimated.



Issue with GDP calculation: •



•



• •



The current method of GDP estimation treats environmental damage costs as income. Since development policies give more priority to income and employment generation, implementation of pollution control policies are very poor. At present, the price of a commodity from a polluting unit covers only the private cost of production, not the damage cost. This makes the commodity relatively cheaper leading to more demand and output, and more pollution and environmental damage cost. More environmental damage may lead to an increased level of purchase of market goods contributing to expansion of the GDP. An important lesson from empirical studies on environmental damage is that the size of environmental social costs is significantly higher than the social benefits being brought about by GDP growth.



Conclusion: • •



•



Since GDP growth and environmental damage have a strong positive relationship, lower growth in GDP could afford benefits. A proper assessment of environmental social benefits and social costs of income growth is warranted so that policies can be directed towards setting environmentally sustainable growth rates. Efforts to develop environmental accounting and green GDP for India can help us achieve sustainable development in future.
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What is GDP? • •



GDP stands for Gross Domestic Product. It is the final value of the good and services produced within the territory of the country.



ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES (GS-3) Climate change needs immediate attention Context: •



After consecutive disasters by climate change, any further delay in reducing emissions would put at risk many more lives, livelihoods and investments for decades to come.



How is India affected by climate change? •



A study on the impact of climate change by the International Monetary Fund, or IMF, shows countries in the tropics will be the worst affected as a result of global warming.



Economic: • •



India is one of the most affected ones, with its per capita output expected to fall by 1.33 percentage points. As a result, majority of the people of India continue to live in poverty, with malnutrition and diseases corroding the society.



Agriculture: • • •



Because of global warming, when there is a loss of output and lower productivity affects capital formation of the country. Lower productivity also poses a significant threat to the food security situation in India. Moreover, unabated global warming leads to exacerbation of the droughts, cutting down the water availability.



Environment: • •



Global warming has lead to ocean acidification. When sea water reacts with carbon dioxide it creates carbonic acid and therefore acidifies the sea. Unprecedented floods take place every year at one place or the other, with the most vulnerable states of India.



What are the necessary measures to be taken to safeguard from the losses of global warming? • •



Steps should be taken at both the individual country level and the global level. To prevent economic imbalance, emerging market and low-income economies will have to build significant macroeconomic resilience.
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Programmes are to be initiated that will help improve the quality of land and reduce the risk of climate change. There is a need for better agricultural practices that leave carbon in the ground, use of biochar, undertaking afforestation and reforestation. Methods and technologies are to be introduced so that the country can reduce its dependence on the monsoon. Better policies are needed to support practices that successfully keep carbon in the ground, prevent deforestation, support agricultural practice that sequesters carbon and promote sustainable land use practices that reduce emissions. Apart from framing policies, there should be strict enforcement of these laws.



Global warming •



Global warming, also referred to as climate change, is the observed century-scale rise in the average temperature of the earth's climate system and its related effects.



Causes: • •



•



The primary reason for global warming is the combustion of fossil fuels in cars, factories and electricity production. Other factors include methane released from landfills and agriculture (especially from the digestive systems of grazing animals), nitrous oxide from fertilizers, gases used for refrigeration and industrial processes. The loss of forests adds on to global warming at a large scale that would otherwise store CO2.



Greenhouse Gases (GHGs) • •



There are many chemicals and compounds found on Earth that help in balancing and stabilizing the temperature. These are called green house gases. The primary greenhouse gases in Earth's atmosphere are water vapor, carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, and ozone.



Importance: •



When ultraviolet rays from the sun travel to the Earth, they are absorbed by these greenhouse gases and therefore these ultra violet rays are not capable of reaching the Earth's surface.



Paris climate agreement •



It is an agreement within the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change UNFCCC dealing with greenhouse gas emissions mitigation, adaptation and finance starting in the year 2020.



Objectives: •



The objective is to limit global temperature rise to two degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels by 2100.
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For which, global greenhouse gas emissions will need to be cut by an estimated 40-70 percent by 2050, and by 2100 the planet must be carbon-neutral. Under the Paris accord, each country must submit its own plan to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases and address the impact of climate change.



Ban on crop burning, farmers continue to set fire to paddy residue Context: •



Despite the 2015 ban on crop burning, farmers in the State continue to set fire to paddy residue to make way for the next crop.



What is the order by National Green Tribunal (NGT)? • • • •



In 2015, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) banned the burning of paddy straw in four States i.e. in Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh and Delhi. In its order, the tribunal also fixed a penalty for burning paddy residue. The NGT also ordered State governments to take strict action against persistent offenders. It also directed the four States and Delhi to make arrangements to provide machinery free of cost to farmers with less than two acres of land, Rs. 5,000 to farmers with medium-sized land holdings, and Rs. 15,000 to those with large land holdings for residue management.



Other government measure taken: • National Policy for Management of Crop Residues 2014, envisaged the adoption of technical measures, including diversified uses of crop residue, capacity building and training along with the formulation of suitable legislation. • The policy also envisaged satellite-based remote sensing technologies to monitor crop residue management, with active involvement from the National Remote Sensing Agency (NRSA) and the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB). What are the measures to be taken? There is a need of stronger monitoring and enforcement mechanism through the use of remote sensing technology and use of real-time satellite imagery. • There should be strict village-level enforcement teams with the aim of zero incidence rate of crop residue burning, through prevention and penalisation. • Most importantly, farmers need to understand that this practice will only damage their soil and farm in the long run and will result in loss of agriculture. • Establishment of a larger number of biomass-based power projects utilising greater amounts of paddy straw is needed. • Effective and greater scope of subsidy provision, so that agricultural implements can be made widely available. • Creation of a market for paddy straw, along with a mechanism for commercial procurement of paddy straw for use in biomass-based power projects. Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB): • The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) of India is a statutory organisation under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. •
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Functions: • It serves as a field formation and provides technical services to the Ministry of Environment and Forests. • It Co-ordinates the activities of the State Pollution Control Boards by providing technical assistance and guidance and also resolves disputes among them. • It is responsible for maintaining national standards under a variety of environmental laws, in consultation with zonal offices, tribal, and local governments. • It has responsibilities to conduct monitoring of water and air quality, and maintains monitoring data. • CPCB is responsible for implementation of legislation relating to prevention and control of environmental pollution. State Pollution Control Boards: There are State Pollution Control Boards at various state capitals of the country to advise respective state governments to control and protect environment. Functions: • All SPCBs look after the interest of the respective states where they function. • It is also responsible for implementation of legislation relating to prevention and control of environmental pollution. • They implement the directives from CPCB and all Acts which are enacted from time to time. • The various provisions present in Water Act, Air Act and Environmental Protection Act are carried out by the industries and factories in the state with the supervision of SPCB. •
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Crop residue • • • •



Crop residue or commonly known as agricultural waste, is increasingly being viewed as a valuable resource. Corn stalks, corn cobs, wheat straw and other leftovers from grain production are now being viewed as a resource with economic value. Crop residue is seen to be a co-product of grain production where both the grain and the residue have significant value. Crop residues represent substantial global stores of fiber, energy, and plant nutrients.



Reasons: • •



Residue burning gives fields to farmers that are easier to seed and less pest infested. Burning residue gives the farmers a seedbed that is easy to work and will not obstruct the growth of a new crop.



Adverse effects: • • •



Most importantly, it gives way to a significant amount of air pollution. Recent data says that concentration of carbon monoxide and nitrogen dioxide rises by 7% and 2.1% Weakens the local capacity of the agro-ecosystem services, ranging from protection of soils against erosion to recycling of nitrogen.



• •



Erosion thus leads to loss of necessary nutrition of the soil. It raises health issues such as acute respiratory problems and heart problems.



Waste disposal in India



Context: •



The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has relaxed standards for upcoming sewage treatment plants (STP), including those to come up on extremely polluted stretches of the Ganga.



Introduction: • •



• •



Existing laws permit Biochemical oxygen demand (Bod) upto 30 mg/litre. Biochemical oxygen demand (BOD), (also called biological oxygen demand) is the amount of dissolved oxygen needed by aerobic biological organisms to break down organic material present in a given water sample at certain temperature over a specific time period. The BOD can be used as gauge of the effectiveness of wastewater treatment plants. Government’s Rs 20,000 crore push to clean the river Ganga was a 2015 proposal to have higher standards for STPs. Biochemical oxygen demand (Bod) – a marker for organic pollutants in the treated water had to be no more than 10 mg/litre.
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However, the Union Environment Ministry’s recent notice has junked the 10 mg/litre target. It says that STPs coming up after June 2019-except in major State capitals and metropolitan cities – need only conform to 30 mg/litre of BoD. • These include proposed STPs to treat sewage in stretches of the river downstream of Haridwar, including Kanpur and Allahabad in UP. • New STPs in State capitals have to cap BoD at 20mg/litre. Problems of waste disposal in India: •



Lack of sewage treatment plants. Increasing urban population. The use of treated sewage in irrigation was emphasised in the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act 1974; however, the State Governments have failed to recognize its importance. • It is a matter of grave concern that due attention is not paid to operation and maintenance of existing sewage treatment facilities by State Governments. • In spite of the urgencies of saving large number of river stretches from pollution and recycling treated sewage for reducing ever-increasing pressure on our water resources, sewage treatment and reuse remains a widely neglected field in our country. • There is a wide gap between sewage generation and treatment capacity. This gap is widening because urban population is increasing at a fast rate and state governments continue their neglect towards this issue. • There remains a gap between sewage generation and installed capacity. • Plant faces problem of power failures and there is no standby arrangement. • Plant was receiving low strength sewage that is effectively treated in primary units before feeding to subsequent activated sludge process. • Overall house-keeping at the STP was not satisfactory. Sources of waste generation in India: • • •



Wastes produced from different sources, are classified as follows: •



•



• •



•



Municipal Solid Waste: The wastes, collected from the residential house, markets, streets and other places mostly in the urban areas and disposed of by municipal bodies are called municipal solid waste (MSW). The MSW are a mixture of paper, plastic, clothes, metals, glass, organic matter generated from households, commercial establishments and markets. Industrial Wastes: Industrial wastes are released from chemical plants, paint industrial, cement factories, power plants, metallurgical plants, mining operations, textile industries, food processing industries petroleum industries and thermal power plants. Non-hazardous wastes: These wastes are produced from food processing plants, cotton mills, paper mills, sugar mills and textile industries. Hazardous wastes: Hazardous wastes are generated by industries like metals, chemical, drugs, lather, pulp, electroplating, dye, waste that runs into stream from a factory can kill the aquatic fauna and also cause health problems for humans. Agricultural wastes: Agricultural areas produce plants and animals wastes. Excess use of fertilizer, pesticides and other chemicals used in agriculture and the wastes formed from these cause land and water pollution. They also contaminate the soil. Among pesticides chlorinated hydrocarbons, DDT, BHC, endrin, dieldrin etc are important which are absorbed by the soil and contaminate crops grown in the soil. Other agriculture wastes are produced from sugar factories, tobacco processing units, slaughter houses, livestock, poultry etc.
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Commercial Wastes: Huge amount of wastes are generated from various sources like markets roads, building, nursing homes and medical institutions. May chemical and disposal items are also generated from these sources. • Mining: These wastes generated by mining activities the physical, chemical and biological features of the land and atmosphere. Radioactive wastes are also generated from mining activities. • Bio-medical wastes: Wastes, which are produced from the hospitals, medical centres and nursing homes are called bio-medical wastes. Consequences of waste generation: •



Environmental impact: Most of the wastes contain organic compounds a number of inorganic minerals and other harmful matter which contaminate the environment and lead to: •



Degradation of land,



•



Pollution of drinking water,



•



Destruction of aquatic life,



•



Degradation of ground and surface water used for irrigation and industries, and



•



Improper disposal of wastes cause soil, air and water pollution.



Health hazards: • •



• • • • • • • •



•



Toxic gas carbon monoxide reduces the blood oxygen and formation of haemoglobin,causing injury to heart and central nervous system. Sulphur dioxide and sulphuric acid both cause irritation in the respiratory tracts of humans and high concentrations of sulphur dioxide leads to severe heart and lung diseases like bronchitis, asthma, etc. Nitrogen oxide at higher concentration affects respiratory organs, liver and kidneys. Ozone can seriously affect the pulmonary functions. Lead can cause injury in blood-formation organs and nervous system, especially impairing of brain functions of new-born babies Pesticides and radiations are other toxic air pollutants which are very dangerous for human health. Metal, dusts, asbestos and hydrocarbons shorten the life span and cause deterioration of nervous system and there is additional risk of cancer. In mining operation, silica and dust cause pneumoconiosis (common disease in mine workers) components can affect the blood forming organs, brain, teeth bones etc. Mercury and cadmium are known to damage the kidneys and brain. A large numbers of industrial pollutants that come to human body through drinking water and contaminated food threaten the life and health. The famous MINAMATA and ITAIITAI diseases took a big toll of human life in Japan due to mercury and cadmium from the industrial effluents in the aquatic ecosystem. Some agrochemicals like chlorinated pesticides disposed in water accumulate in the aquatic food chains and enter the human body causing heavy infection. In coastal Karnataka, several people died by consuming crabs contaminated with pesticides.
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Changes in water quality due to deficiency of iodine lead to Goitre which has been found to be endemic in many parts of India. On Marine life: •



• • • • •



The growth of marine algae is affected. Massive oil spills not only spoil innumerable beaches and estuaries but also cause widespread damage to marine life. Herbicides and pesticides (especially the organ chlorides) reach the oceans via the wind and rivers and contaminate marine water. It is a matter of great concern that mangrove forests are being damaged at an alarming rate due to disposal of wastes along sea shores. Thermal and radioactive pollution have disturbed the life of fishes in estuaries and coastal ecosystems. Their breeding is also affected adversely.



Solid Waste Management Rules (SWM), 2016: •



The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change notified the new Solid Waste Management Rules (SWM), 2016.



Key features of the new rules are given below: Segregation at source: The new rules have mandated the source segregation of waste in order to channelize the waste to wealth by recovery, reuse and recycle. • Collection and disposal of sanitary waste: The manufacturers shall provide a pouch or wrapper for disposal of each napkin or diapers along with the packet of their sanitary products. • Collect Back scheme for packaging waste: As per the rules, brand owners who sale or market their products in packaging material which are non‐biodegradable, should put in place a system to collect back the packaging waste generated due to their production. • User fees for collection: The new rules have given power to the local bodies across India to decide the user fees. • Waste processing and treatment: As per the new rules, it has been advised that the biodegradable waste should be processed, treated and disposed of through composting or biomethanation within the premises as far as possible and the residual waste shall be given to the waste collectors or agency as directed by the local authority. The developers of Special Economic Zone, industrial estate, industrial park to earmark at least 5 per cent of the total area of the plot or minimum 5 plots/ sheds for recovery and recycling facility. • Promotion of waste to energy: New rules emphasise promotion of waste to energy plants. • Constitution of a Central Monitoring Committee to monitor the overall implementation of the rules. Way ahead: •



• • •



There is need for advanced technology. Bridging the ever widening gap between sewage generation and treatment capacity. Development of facilities to divert the treated sewage for use in irrigation to prevent nutrient pollution of water bodies, utilize the nutrient value of sewage in irrigation and bring down fresh water use in irrigation.



Created with ❤ by ForumIAS.com - The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http://forumias.com | New! http://forumias.academy - Prelims & Mains Test Series



Weekly Important Compilation



23th October- 30th October



Treatment of domestic sewage and subsequent utilization of treated sewage for irrigation can prevent pollution of water bodies, reduce the demand for fresh water in irrigation sector and result in huge savings in terms of nutritional value of sewage in irrigation. • It is primary responsibility of state governments to establish sewage treatment and disposal facilities. • State Governments should realize the problem of pollution of water bodies and pay attention to their liability to set up sewage treatment plants in cities and towns to prevent this pollution. • Operation and maintenance of existing plants and sewage pumping stations is also a very neglected field which need to be addressed. • Utilization of conventionally treated sewage for irrigation of crops not eaten raw is also equally important because of the following reasons: o to save fresh water considering our diminishing water resources, o to prevent nutrient pollution of our water bodies and o to utilize nutrient value of sewage in irrigation. Importance of utilization of treated sewage in irrigation was emphasized in Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act 1974,e. more than thirty years back but this issue continues to be largely neglected by State Governments. Conclusion: •



•



Considering the urgency of preventing pollution of our water bodies and preserving our precious water resources, sewage treatment and reutilization of treated sewage need to be accorded higher priority. State Governments should realize the problem of pollution of water bodies and pay attention to their liability to set up sewage treatment plants in cities and towns to prevent this pollution.



IIT team tracks urban heat island effect in 89 cities Context: •



Between February and May, most of the Indian cities that are to be developed as Smart Cities have been found to be 1-5 degree C cooler during the day relative to the surrounding non-urban areas.



Why is it in news? • •



•



• •



More than 60% of the total 89 urban areas are 1-5 degrees C cooler during April. This observation is in contrast with the globally witnessed phenomenon of urban areas getting significantly warmer during the day compared with the surrounding areas as a result of urban heat island effect. In contrast, during the post-monsoon period(October to January), about 80% of the urban areas show typical urban heat island effect and are 1-6 degree C warmer than the surrounding nonurban areas. During the night, all the cities are warmer(1-5 degree C) than the surrounding non-urban areas due to urban heat island effect regardless of the season and location. Compared with other cities, urban areas in semi-arid and arid regions of western India show higher warming in the night.
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The night time warming is driven mainly by heat stored in building and impervious concrete areas.



What are the measures to be taken? • •



• • •



The government is planning to develop smart cities, it would be much better if it uses more sustainable building materials that absorb less heat during the day. There is also need to include passive cooling measures such as increased tree cover, increased ventilation in building and orientation of building in modern building designs to reduce the night-time urban heat island effect. There should be an optimal combination of impervious cover , vegetation cover, and water bodies within the cities. Mitigation of urban heat island effect can be accomplished through the use of green roofs. The use of lighter-colored surfaces in urban areas, which reflect more sunlight and absorb less heat.



Urban Heat Island effect • • •



An urban heat island is an urban area that is significantly warmer than its surrounding rural areas due to human activities. The temperature difference usually is larger at night than during the day, and is most apparent when winds are weak. It is most noticeable during the summer and winter.



Smart Cities Program •



• •



• • • •



Smart Cities Mission is an urban renewal and retrofitting program by the Government of India with a mission to develop 100 cities all over the country making them citizen friendly and sustainable. The Union Ministry of Urban Development is responsible for implementing the mission in collaboration with the state governments of the respective cities. Smart Cities Mission envisions developing an area within 100 cities in the country as model areas based on an area development plan, which is expected, have a rub-off effect on other parts of the city and nearby cities and towns. Cities will be selected based on the Smart Cities challenge, in which cities will compete in a countrywide competition to get the benefits from this mission. As of June 2017, 90 cities have been selected to be upgraded as part of the Smart Cities Mission after they defeated other cities in the challenge. It is a five-year program, where all of the Indian states and Union territories are participating except West Bengal by nominating at least one city for the Smart City challenge. Each city will create a corporate company headed by a full-time CEO to implement the Smart Cities Mission. The execution of projects may be done through joint ventures, subsidiaries, public-private partnership (PPP), turnkey contracts, etc suitably dovetailed with revenue streams
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Context: •



Air pollution affects all stages of life, starting from preconception to old age.



Why is it in news? • •



A combination of festivals, post-harvest crop burning, firing of bricks kilns and reduced wind speed will soon increase the level of particulate air pollution in India. According to the Global Burden of Disease study estimates, in India, ambient air pollution is responsible for premature deaths every day.



Recent Reports the Lancet Commission on pollution and health: • • • • •



Recent Reports of the Lancet Commission on pollution and health concluded that deaths in India occur mostly because of pollution With 2.51 million deaths in 2015, India has been ranked No. 1 in pollution related deaths, according to a report by India accounted for about 28 per cent of an estimated nine million pollution linked deaths worldwide in 2015. In the case of air pollution, the number of deaths in India from ambient air pollution is at the first place i.e. 1.09 million. The Lancet Commission on Pollution and Health is a two-year project that has involved more than 40 international health and environmental authors.



What are the recent steps taken by government to reduce pollution in India? •



• • • • •



The National Green Tribunal has been established on 18.10.2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010 for effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and conservation of forests and other natural resources including enforcement of any legal right relating to environment and giving relief and compensation for damages to persons and property and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. NamamiGange Project: Under the project, the Government is planning to make the areas around the river Open Defecation Free and to achieve Zero Liquid Discharge into the river. Smart Cities Mission and AMRUT project: Under these, the Government is planning to achieve 100 per cent sewage collection and its treatment before being discharged in river. Promotion of renewable energy, enforcement of Renewable Purchase Obligations and Renewable Generation Obligations to increase the share of renewable energy in total generation capacity. The Government has decided to enforce Bharat Stage VI norms from 2020. Furthermore, the Ministry of Roadways has undertaken the project to plant trees along the all major highways.



What are measures to be taken? • • •



This Lancet Commission should inform policy makers and serve as a timely call to action. The country must prioritize pollution as an issue that affects all. Integrating pollution into health planning, and increasing funding to allow more research into pollution, such as monitoring pollution and its effects, and developing are some of the other ways to control pollution.
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Human activities, including industrialisation, urbanisation, and globalisation, are all drivers of pollution. Thus, strict legal initiatives actions are to be taken. There is also need for better urban planning starting with proper land-use assessment, reducing major transport activity close to communities, relocating traffic sources from crowded areas. Interdisciplinary academic groups like experts in toxicology, environmental health, analytical chemistry, applied physics, healthcare researchers, economist and social scientists should evaluate the full range of impacts of air pollution on human health.



SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (GS-3) Should robots be nationalized?



Context: •



It is believed that if properly managed, the robotic revolution could be a chance to free millions of people from a system of exploitation of labour which is unprecedentedly inhumane.



Artificial Intelligence: • • • •



Artificial Intelligence is intelligent behaviour by machines, rather than the natural intelligence of humans and other animals. Artificial Intelligence is the branch of computer science concerned with making computer behave like a human beings. It is the study of ways in which machines can be made to have sufficient creative reasoning power to perform mental task. Artificial intelligence includes expert tasks such as diagnostic diseases, designing computer system and planning scientific expedition.



Government task force on artificial intelligence: • • •



Recently, the Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry has constituted a Task Force on Artificial Intelligence (AI) for India’s Economic Transformation. The Task force will explore the possibilities to leverage AI for development across various fields. It will submit concrete and implementable recommendations for industry, government and research institutions.



Advantages of automation: • • •



It can help in doing multiplicity of tasks quickly which manually can take significant time.Ex: Advanced computing in genetics to determine the molecular properties Can help in reducing human misery. ex: robots, drones helping during disasters, essential in era of climate change Meeting needs of increasing population. Ex: quick Transport(compressing space), Driverless cars, drones for service delivery like medicines
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Reaching remote places to gain knowledge and prosperity Ex: Deep Ocean, Polymetallic nodule extraction etc. Precision: Such technologies are more precise and accurate than human beings, which can lead to provision of much better quality services. Economy: The overall costs of their management and operation is lower as compared to the manpower costs incurred, in the case of firms. This can help in generating greater profits for the upcoming entrepreneurs and start-up firms. Convenience: Artificial intelligence believed to be more convenient, as compared to a task being performed using an older technology, or manually. Declining productivity is a major issue which can be resolved by AI. It is a virtual labor force and a new driver in the economy. Along with productivity improvement, AI can boost economic growth through innovation. This will enable people to do their jobs better, be more productive and focus on their high-value tasks.



Disadvantages of automation: Threat to humanity: • • • •



Fourth Industrial Revolution, built around Artificial Intelligence eliminates jobs, both blue and white collar, at a rapid pace. Artificial intelligence could drive global unemployment to 50%, wiping out middle class jobs, and exacerbating inequality. Automation’s effect on unemployment would have huge political consequences. In China, artificial intelligence has already affected the thousands of jobs as electronic manufactures; develop precious robots to replace humans.



Livelihood issue: • • •



It will take jobs of millions so problem relate to basic necessities and vicious cycle issues will erupt. Social unrest: It will lead to chaos, fight and social crimes. Human emotion: Robot can never be friend, so decrease in socialization harmony, problems related to privacy, human ethics and moral behaviour.



Creates inequality: • • •



A wealthier country will progress more as better product in less time. Loss of worth of human intelligence due to presence of an alternative. The ethical problem of fixing the legal accountability emanating from consequences of actions guided by artificial intelligence.



Fourth Industrial Revolution • •



The Fourth Industrial Revolution can be described as the advent of “cyber-physical systems” involving entirely new capabilities for people and machines. The Fourth Industrial Revolution represents entirely new ways in which technology becomes embedded within societies and even our human bodies. Examples include genome editing, new
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forms of machine intelligence, breakthrough materials and approaches to governance that rely on cryptographic methods such as the blockchain. Advantages of Fourth Industrial Revolution: • • •



Fourth Industrial Revolution has the potential to raise global income levels and improve the quality of life for populations around the world. In the future, technological innovation will also lead to a supply-side miracle, with long-term gains in efficiency and productivity. Transportation and communication costs will drop, logistics and global supply chains will become more effective, and the cost of trade will diminish, all of which will open new markets and drive economic growth.



Conclusion: • • •



Artificial intelligence and the rapid speed, with which its utility is being recognized in domains as diverse as transport, health, navigation, etc, is indeed good news for mankind. But, at the same time, an unregulated use, or even an unthought application of such technologies can bring with it numerous casualties. There is need to use this technology in a manner that improves out comfort and convenience levels, and should not allow machines to dictate the order of things in the long-run by maintaining requisite checks.



DNA Bill Context: • • •



The Law Commission of India submitted a draft of the DNA Based Technology (Use and Regulation) Bill, 2017 to the government earlier in the year. ‘The DNA Based Technology (Use and Regulation) Bill, 2017’ was prepared after examining various judicial pronouncements and constitutional provisions. The exercise was initiated by the Commission after the Department of Biotechnology forwarded its draft of ‘The Use and Regulation of DNA based Technology in Civil and Criminal Proceedings, Identification of Missing Persons and Human Remains Bill, 2016’ in September last year.



Key features of the Bill: • • •



•



DNA Profiling: The DNA Bill seeks to regulate human DNA profiling and establish standards procedures for DNA testing. DNA Board: The bill provides for the setting up of statutory DNA Profiling Board to spell out procedures and standards to establish DNA laboratories. For Investigation purpose: The draft bill has modified the earlier Bill and suggested various measures to fortify the use of uncontaminated DNA samples for investigation purposes and for identifying missing persons. The DNA profiles shall be shared with and by foreign governments or government organisations or agencies only for the purposes enumerated in the Act.
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Penalty: Violators of the provisions will be liable for punishment of imprisonment which may extend up to three years and also a fine which may extend up to 2 lakh. DNA Data Bank: It provides for the creation of DNA data banks, at national and regional levels, which would be responsible for storing DNA profiles received from the accredited laboratories. Crime scenes figures: They will also be responsible for maintaining certain indices, like crime scene index, suspect’s index, offender’s index, missing person’s index and unknown deceased person’s index. DNA experts would be notified as government scientific experts. Proper identification of missing persons: With a view to assist the kith and kin of missing persons, provisions have been made for proper identification of missing persons on the basis of their bodily samples/substances. Right to under trials: The Bill gives the right to an under trial to request for another DNA test in case of doubts that his earlier samples may have been contaminated.



What are the loopholes of the Bill? • • •



• •



•



•



Serious concerns have been raised regarding various provisions of the bill ranging from its reliability to its potential for misuse and errors. These concerns are discussed as below: Social Misuse: The bill mentions pedigree inclusion that could be used for racial and communal profiling. It might also lead to the stigma of 'genes of criminality' Political Misuse: It mentions the profiling of 'suspects' along with the 'convicts' which could be misused though errant testing and conviction. It also has an loosely defined column of 'volunteer'. Violation of Privacy: It will involve taking 'intimate samples' and examination of private parts which would invade person's right to privacy. Longer judicial delays: Legal luminaries point out that since this bill will also be applicable to civil matters, it will further increase the judicial delays as DNA profiling is a cumbersome process and India's infrastructure is lacking in this field. Allows use of data for non-forensic purposes: Other than criminal investigation, bill allows use of data for non-forensic purposes such as to identify victims of accidents or disasters, to identify missing persons, and for civil disputes. The objection is that this data could be used by state for surveillance over its citizens, thus making them vulnerable.



Other loopholes involved: • • • • •



• •



The imminent possibility of contamination of previous samples. Need for professionally qualified manpower. No special provisions in respect of funding of the Board and how the required funds will be made available to the investigating agencies. 4-Did not specifically provide as to on what stage the samples could be collected. No proper procedure to obtain consent and also under which volunteer can withdraw his data. That before giving the data to a third party, the person must be notified and consent must be sought. Bodies collecting, analyzing, and storing DNA data should be made to release an annual report, detailing their practices and organisational structure. DNA is not foolproof false matches can take place for multiple reasons.
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What is the way ahead? • • • •



The procedure of DNA profiling if given statutory recognition, should be as per the constitutional provisions. The implications of creating regional and national level DNA Database need to be fully understood. Need for a robost process and structure for collection of DNA samples from crime scenes. Enactment of comprehensive privacy policy in India. DNA profiling



•



• •



• • • •



DNA profiling, (also called DNA fingerprinting, DNA testing, or DNA typing) is the process of determining an individual's’ DNA characteristics, called a DNA profile that is very likely to be different in unrelated individuals, thereby being as unique to individuals as are fingerprints. Developed by Professor of Genetics Sir Alec Jeffreys, the process begins with a sample of an individual's DNA (typically called a "reference sample"). A common method of collecting a reference sample is the use of a buccal swab, which is easy, non-invasive and cheap. When this is not available (e.g. because a court order is needed but not obtainable) other methods may need to be used to collect a sample of blood, saliva, or other appropriate fluid or tissue from personal items (e.g. a toothbrush, razor) or from stored samples (e.g. banked sperm or biopsy tissue). Samples obtained from blood relatives (related by birth, not marriage) can provide an indication of an individual's profile, as could human remains that had been previously profiled. A reference sample is then analyzed to create the individual's DNA profile using one of a number of techniques. The modern form of DNA profiling, also known as STR (short tandem repeats) analysis, is a technique which requires only a limited quantity of bodily substances for analysis. The DNA profile is then compared against another sample to determine whether there is a genetic match



Uses of DNA profiling: •



•



• •



DNA profiling is most commonly used as a forensic technique in criminal investigations to identify an unidentified person or whose identity needs to be confirmed, or to place a person at a crime scene or to eliminate a person from consideration. DNA profiling has also been used to help clarify paternity, in immigration disputes in parentage testing and in genealogical research or medical research. Only a small sample of cells is needed for DNA fingerprinting. A drop of blood or the root of a hair contains enough DNA for testing. DNA fingerprinting has also been used in the study of animal and floral populations and in the fields of zoology, botany, and agriculture. DNA profiling is used for disaster victim identification, investigation of crimes, identification of missing persons and human remains and for medical research purpose.
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‘Fish-lizard’ fossil from Kutch is a Jurassic first Context: •



A Jurassic-era fossil of an animal that looks like an amalgamation of dolphin and lizard has been discovered in Kutch, Gujarat.



What was the discovery? • • •



This is the first time an ichthyosaur fossil has been discovered in India. The 5.5 metre-long skeleton is thought to belong to the Ophthalmosauridae family, which likely lived between 165 and 90 million years ago. The way the creature’s teeth were worn out suggest it ate animals with thick and bony coverings



How is the discovery important? • • •



This is a remarkable discovery because it is the first Jurassic ichthyosaur record from India. It also throws light on the evolution and diversity of ichthyosaurs in the Indo-Madagascan region and India's biological connectivity with other continents in the Jurassic. The identification of the new specimen may further throw light on whether there was any marine connection between India and South America about 150 million years ago.



What is Ichthyosaur • • • •



Ichthyosaur first appeared in the early Triassic period (251 million to 199 million years ago). The name means fish-lizard, although the creature has been classified as a reptile since the mid-19th Century. Its length ranged from 1m to 14m - although the average length was 2m to 3m. The creature was noted for its sharp, robust teeth. Ichthyosaurs became extinct around 90 million years ago.
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Disaster Management Bill for rail safety fund Context: •



The Ministry of Railways knocks Finance Ministry’s door to contribute its share towards the Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Rosh (RRSK) as the public utility is staring at an earnings shortfall.



What is the concern? • • • •



The Indian railways have utilized a quarter of the safety fund It has spent Rs. 5,031 crore from the RRSK in the first six months of the current year. Railways sundry earnings had declined sharply by 35.7% during this period. Income from non-fare revenues, including land lease, advertising, PSU dividends and catering department, form part of the sundry earnings.



What is the need of safety funds in railways? • • • • •



Railway accidents not only lead to immense loss of lives and property, but also impact the psyche of general public for whom railways is a primary mode of transport. Rail accident does not merely involve damage to rail infrastructure alone. There is a huge cost to society as well, society pays dearly through lost lives, lost livelihood, loss of productivity, disability, medical expenses, disruption of traffic, loss of the wagons etc. The highest cost is the loss of passenger confidence which may translate into loss of revenue in future for the railways. The world’s fourth-largest rail network ferries millions of passengers every day, but doesn’t have a good safety record.



What is Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Rosh (RRSK)? • • •



Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Rosh (RRSK) is a dedicated fund for critical safety-related works. In the budget 2017 – 18, ministry had announced the setting up a special safety fund with an amount of more than Rs. 1 lakh crore over a period of five years. Indian Railways will hire close to 200,000 workers over the next few years in a recruitment drive aimed at strengthening its safety and ground patrolling divisions.



What is the purpose of creating RRSK? • • •



The fundamental purpose of creating RRSK is to ensure funds for implementing Safety works on Railways. A decongested network is prone to accidents due to limited margin for error and hence decongesting such network enhances railway safety. Railways have decided to increase passenger fares for raising its resources in order to create a special fund.
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A safety cess will be levied to generate funds for strengthening track and upgrading signalling system and elimination of unmanned level crossings among other safety-related works to prevent mishaps. According to the plan, the cess on Sleeper, Second Class and AC-3 will be higher while it will be marginal for AC-2 and AC-1.
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