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Stillhouse Hollow Guide Brings October Program Just a conversation away north of Austin and about 15 minutes west of Salado is a gem of a lake with the quaint name, Stillhouse Hollow. It covers 6,000 acres in a picturesque setting, and is brim full of fish. But you don't hear much about it. I asked Bob Maindelle about its intriguing name. He's a guide on Stillhouse, Lake Belton, and several other area lakes -- and he's AWWC's October luncheon speaker. "Stillhouse Hollow Reservoir got its name from the abundance of moonshine stills found in the draws, or hollows when the Lampasas River was impounded," he said. Those stills are long gone, but the legend lives on. The lake is fairly infertile with a bare limestone bottom. What little hydrilla there is, according to Maindelle, doesn't get thick enough to form much largemouth habitat. The lake record largemouth, however, weighed a respectable 12.74 pounds. Stillhouse also has a minor population of smallmouth bass, the record of which is 6.75 pounds. But the lake stands out for its white bass. "The only species I pursue on Stillhouse as a professional fishing guide is white bass," Maindelle said. "The most productive largemouth bass fishing takes place on summer mornings when schoolie largemouths drive shad to the surface." Bob holds the lake record for white bass with a 3.07-pound fish he took in 2005, relying on artificial lures 100% of the time. He also holds the spotted bass record and six fly fishing records, including largemouths, smallmouths and whites. He also fishes Lake Belton for whites and hybrid stripers. Maindelle, a West Point graduate and Army veteran, provides free fishing trips for children of military parents separated by duty. The way he sees it, freedom ain't free, but what he does helps lower the cost a little for both kids and their patriot-parents. Stillhouse is underutilized, according to Bob. That's the upside of it not being a heralded largemouth bass destination. There's also only one small marina on the lake. The water body is just sitting there awaiting your arrival.



Montthlyy Luncheon



Wednesday Oct. 5 11:45 a.m. Ben Hur Center 781 11 Rockkwood Lane Speakker:: Bob Maindelle



-- John Jefferson
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President’s Message



Game Bag Submissions Members' photos, hunting and fishing stories, activity announcements, ads, and calendar items should be in the editor's hands by the 15th of each month prior to the month of publication. Send your material to [email protected] or Mike Cox, 83 Ridgewood Circle, Wimberley, TX, 78676.



The Game Bag AWWC Monthly Newsletter Executive Committee President ............................. Tallon Martin Executive VP.................................. Jim Cain Social VP.................................. Steele Zinser Membership VP .................... Joe Bob Everett Secretary ............................. John Jefferson Treasurer................................. Bo Rodman Chief Warden Hunting................. Cliff Hall Chief Warden Fishing................ Rick Prekup Chief Huntmaster................ Linda Campbell Editor.............................................Mike Cox Exec. Admin. ................Mary Anne Hartman Past President........................ Tommy Ward



Board of Directors



Term Expires 2017 Byron Kibby, Billy Ray Ward, Kent Abney, Cliff Woerner, Randy Meeks, Scott Williams Term Expires 2018 Don Riggins, Steve Fenoglio, Al Lagenour, Rhett Stone, John Bryan, Chris Crowley Term Expires 2019 Hunter Mills, Beaumont Boyce, Miles Sims, Joe Jelinski, Mike Martine, Keith Smith Meeting 12 noon, first Wednesday of each month unless otherwise notified. For Game Bag information, contact [email protected] or Mike Cox, 83 Ridgewood Cir., Wimberley, TX, 78676.



At the last few luncheons, our guest speakers have mentioned free resources to land owners. Last month, Bobby Thornton with Texas Dove Hunters Association mentioned their program to work with landowners to provide guidance in enhancing dove habitat. During the August meeting, Texas Game Warden Lt. Mike Mitchell mentioned the free biologist resource the state offers. I thought I would take a minute to highlight several other programs that are extremely helpful whether you are a landowner or lessee (need cooperation from the land owner). Taking advantage of these programs is a great way to enhance your wildlife habitat and add value to your property. Enhancements can come in many ways such as wetland improvements, grass restoration, cedar removal and erosion control. All of these add value to your property while increasing natural beauty and personal enjoyment. Below are a handful of the many federal, state and private programs available. My goal is to raise your awareness and possibly motivate you to take advantage of any number of the resources available. • One of the many resources provided by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) is technical guidance assistance. The state agency provides guidance from biologists at no charge to assist in planning and implementing practices that enhance wildlife habitats and populations. • Texas' State Soil and Water Conservation Board's Brush control program promotes and funds the selective control, removal, or reduction of noxious brush such as mesquite, juniper, salt cedar, or other phreatophytes that, as determined by the state board, consume water to a degree that is detrimental to water conservation; as well as the re-vegetation of land after the brush has been controlled. • The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) administers many programs for the benefit of rural landowners. Though they have a wide array of programs, one of the best benefits I have seen is cross fence cost sharing. If you desire to setup rotational grazing on your property, rotating livestock reduces pressure on your grasses. You can apply for assistance and guidance from USDA. • Ducks Unlimited (DU) offers Texas C.A.R.E to enhance, restore, protect and manage wetland habitat. DU offers technical and financial assistance through this program. Texas R.I.C.E is another great organization. • A unique education agency, the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service has a network of 250 county extension offices and some 900 professional educators providing a vast array of education. You can check their website for free classes that are extremely insightful. Most of the time you meet at a private ranch TAMU is working with and get to see the land management methods first hand. These programs can provide you with education and technical assistance that otherwise might be cost prohibitive, and the assistance will help you better understand the conditions of your land and what improvements you can make should you decide to do so. Some programs offer grants or fund matching. See you at our monthly luncheon October 5. Tallon Martin
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Upcoming AWWC Hunting- Fishing Adventures and Events Wild Pheasant Hunting Upland Inn Lodge, KS: Roger Farnsworth is actively looking for a hunt in November for this great wild game bird in Kansas. If you want to hunt pheasant, email Roger at [email protected]



Olton Two-Day Charity Hunt for Pheasant - Olton, TX This classic driven pheasant hunt is the first weekend of December. It includes two days of hunting, breakfast and lunch both days, and the camaraderie of fellow AWWC members. We usually have a dozen or more members at this one, so it's a very good time. Email Cliff if you want to get the early mail from Olton Chamber of Commerce to sign up, and get the early bird discount. Pointing, flushing, and fetching dogs are welcome. Cliff Hall: [email protected] Jimmy Cain: [email protected] Corey Gaskill: [email protected] Jimmy Cain: [email protected] Please specify which hunt you are asking about in the subject.



Christmas in June I have a group returning to Christmas Island for fly fishing June 13-20 2017. We went this past February and had a blast. We are staying at The Villages. One-on-one guiding. For more information about the lodge and trip, go to www.Yellowdogflyfishing.com and choose destinations, then choose Christmas Island, then choose The Villages. We will spend the night in Hawaii on the way over. Email me at [email protected] if interested.



AWWC Annual McBride Conservation Fund Foundation Banquet Thursday, October 27 Exotic Game Reserve Event Hall 11508 Carl Road, Creedmoor, Texas 78610 The primary beneficiary of the net proceeds of this event is the McBride Conservation Fund Foundation which grants money to outdoor conservation organizations, many of which are involved in passing the hunting and fishing heritage on to the next generation. Grants totaling over $545,000 have been awarded over the years. Last year 27 recipients were awarded grants. The doors open at 6 p.m. and dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m. Tables are $1,200 each and individual tickets are $175. For more information or tickets contact Jimmy Cain - 512-567-2408, [email protected] or Tom Hewitt 210-410-9468, [email protected]; for sponsorship contact Steve Fenoglio 512-914-4007. Tickets can also be purchased online at: www.austinwoodsandwaters.org . Make checks payable to “McBride Conservation Fund.”
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ShareLunker Season Begins



For more than 30 years, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department's Toyota ShareLunker program has created awareness of the value of catch-and-release fishing, provided 13-plus pound largemouth bass to support Texas's selective breeding program and generated nationwide interest in Texas bass fishing. While the ShareLunker season will continue to run each year Oct.1 through April 30, starting this year only those entries collected between Jan. 1 - March 31 will be accepted as brood stock for spawning. "Our analysis of spawning results has determined that January-March provides the greatest opportunity to obtain good candidates for spawning," said Todd Engeling, TPWD's Chief of Inland Hatcheries. "For all ShareLunkers caught outside of that timeframe, TPWD staff will weigh and measure each fish and obtain a fin clip for genetic analysis. The fish will then be returned to the angler." During January through March, every ShareLunker that TPWD staff determines to be capable of spawning will be transported to the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens. In recent years, pure Florida largemouth bass have been primarily used for spawning due to limited hatchery space. Starting this season, TPWD staff will attempt to spawn all ShareLunker bass regardless of genetics. However, only pure Florida ShareLunker offspring will be incorporated into the hatchery brood stock program. "Pure Florida largemouth bass make up nearly half of all ShareLunkers entered while they typically make up less than 10 percent of bass in the wild. That means they likely provide the best chance to reach trophy size," said Engeling. "TPWD will begin converting hatchery largemouth bass brood stock so that eventually all will be descendants of pure-Florida ShareLunkers." In addition, although ShareLunker entries will still be accepted from private waters, ShareLunker offspring will not be stocked back into private water bodies even when the ShareLunker has come from private waters. The changes are part of a long-term strategy being developed for the ShareLunker program, according to Kyle Brookshear, program coordinator. A team of hatchery scientists, fisheries managers and education and outreach experts is evaluating the program's long-term goals and strategies. ShareLunker catches can be reported 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by calling (903) 681-0550. For complete information and rules of the ShareLunker program, tips on caring for big bass and a recap of last year's season, see www.tpwd.texas.gov/sharelunker/. -- Adapted from TPWD news release
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Long ShotsByand Short Casts Mike Cox



All I remember is suddenly seeing a big, fat doe in front of the rental car I was driving that night and thinking, "Where'd she come from?" The next thing I can recall is shaking my head and wondering, "What just hit me in the face?" If you've never been in a vehicle when the driver's airbag blows, that's what it will feel like. You'll wonder who slapped you, because by the time your conscious brain kicks in, the airbag will have deflated and gone away. Once I figured that out, I pulled off the highway. The front of the mid-size foreign-made car looked pretty well trashed, but still drivable. The doe lying still on the right of way, however, wouldn't be going anywhere else. What surprised me more than anything about the whole experience was that having dodged and mostly missed Texas deer all my life, I had finally been seriously nailed on a well-traveled highway between Athens and Columbus, OH. Fortunately, no one in the vehicle got hurt. In fact, my daughter, still in a car seat, mostly slept through the whole thing. With only one headlight, I slowly drove back to Columbus thankful I had good car insurance. That was only the second time I have ever hit a deer. The first was in Llano County and it caused no damage to the state vehicle I had been driving. So, I was mildly surprised when I saw a news story based on a press release from State Farm Insurance that Texas ranks 38th among the other states in likelihood that you'll be involved in a collision with a deer. What? Texas has 4 million whitetail deer, give or take. It's hard to believe that 12 other states had more vehicle-deer collisions. The other interesting thing about the news release was the company's calculation that one in 288 Texas drivers will have an insurance claim after hitting a deer. That's a lot of money, considering that Texas has 13.5 million licensed drivers. When I was the spokesman for the Texas Department of Safety, I did a lot of newspaper, radio and TV interviews about deervehicle accidents. Here's the message the agency stressed: In most cases, it's better to take the hit than trying to dodge the deer. Swerving too fast leads to overcorrecting which can send you smashing into a tree, an oncoming vehicle or rolling off the road. Hitting a deer will hurt your vehicle and maybe you, but your odds of surviving alive or uninjured are much better. Legal disclaimer: That's what I recollect as being the conventional wisdom of state police officers who have investigated hundreds of traffic accidents. It is not official advice of the Austin Woods and Waters Club, just my personal recommendation based on years of experience.
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"Take 'em Boys!" By Steele Zinser



"Take 'em boys!" That was the common call from our outfitter/guide, Chris, co-owner of Wingshot Guiding Service in Two Hills, Canada. We heard those three words a lot as we harvested ducks and geese off the plains of the Alberta Province in Canada. This was our own Rick Precup's third trip to hunt with these fine folks and everything he had said about them was true. For example, when I first walked into the house/lodge, Chris' wife Cindy, locally known as "Mama Cindy," came out of her kitchen with outstretched arms saying, "You must be Steele!" After hugs I told her that she would fit well into my wife's family because they all are huggers. It was the beginning of a wonderful relationship with these Canadians. Chis runs an operation that encompasses several thousand acres. He does not own it all but he has hunting rights on the many farms around. No money is exchanged and there are no contracts with the landowners. The law allows that agreements between outfitter and owner are, well, solid gentlemen's agreements. This arrangement absolves the landowners of liabilities. (Chris hinted that the land owners might receive large turkeys during the holidays and Chris's crew shares the bounty of ducks and geese, not just with the landowners but the local native population as well.) Rick and I were joined with a father-son couple from California who were very good hunters. Our first evening with our hosts was with delicious and plentiful food, as was the other meals. Cindy can cook for men, eh? continued on page 7
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Next morning we were up and rolling by 0400 hours. You know the drill about setting up the decoy spread, blah blah. It was a red-letter day! We limited on geese at eight per person (32) and a bunch of ducks. Day two we harvested a mere one-half limit... Off the five hunts we averaged about 6-8 geese and 4-5 ducks per person, per day. Rhett Stone told me before this hunt that these birds have never been shot at, and it's true. The birds are coming in from the Arctic Circle and have never seen nor heard a shotgun They are unwary at this stage, and then 2,000 miles later they arrive in Texas. But we hunt them anyway of course because "The Essence of the Hunt is in The Chase."
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Leased Access Areas Open for Guadalupe Bass Fishing



Big Time Texas Hunts Deadline Approaching Fast



Anglers targeting prized Guadalupe bass now have greater access to prime fishing along three Central Texas rivers, thanks to temporary leased access agreements between private landowners and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD). The leased access sites are located on the lower Colorado, Llano and San Marcos rivers and were made possible with funding through the U.S. Department of Agriculture Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program. These rivers are known for their excellent Guadalupe bass fishing and, in particular, the lower Colorado between Austin and LaGrange is considered by many to be the pre-eminent trophy fishery for this species. The world record Guadalupe bass (3.71 pounds) was caught here in March 2014. TPWD currently has three leased access sites and two Paddling Trails in this stretch. The leases provide anglers with access between 30 minutes before daylight and 30 minutes after dusk. Anglers will be able to use the properties for bank fishing and to launch non-motorized watercraft such as rafts, kayaks and canoes for the purpose of fishing. For additional information and directions to these leased fishing access areas and others throughout the state, including site specific restrictions, visit http://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/recreational/rivers/.



Hunting seasons are in full swing in Texas and more opportunities are on the horizon, including chances at premium guided hunt packages through the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department's Big Time Texas Hunts program. Deadline to apply for these top-shelf hunting adventures is Oct. 15. Big Time Texas Hunts provide opportunities to win one or more of nine premium guided hunt packages with food and lodging provided, as well as taxidermy in some cases. The crown jewel of the program is the Texas Grand Slam hunt package, which includes four separate hunts for Texas' most prized big game animals - the desert bighorn sheep, white-tailed deer, mule deer and pronghorn. In addition to the Grand Slam, there are several quality deer hunting packages available, as well as opportunities to pursue alligator, waterfowl, upland game birds, wild hog and exotics. Check out this video documenting last year's Ultimate Mule Deer Hunt, the latest addition to Big Time Texas Hunts http://bit.ly/MuleDeerVideo. For more information about this year's Big Time Texas Hunts and to purchase entries online for $9 each visitwww.tpwd.texas.gov/buyentry. Entries are also available for $10 each at hunting license retailers or by phone (800) 895-4248. There is no limit to the number of entries an individual may purchase and all proceeds benefit conservation, wildlife management and public hunting. To learn more about the programs supported through Big Time Texas Hunts, visit http://bit.ly/ProjectsSupported. Big Time Texas Hunts is made possible with support from Toyota and the Texas Bighorn Society. -- Adapted from TPWD news release
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Game Warden Field Notes The following items are compiled from Texas Parks and Wildlife Department law enforcement reports.



Caught in a Flash



A Bowie County game warden stopped a vehicle for flashing its bright lights on and off at passing vehicles. The driver appeared to be impaired and claimed people were chasing him. He lied about his identity and passed an object to the passenger. When backup arrived, the warden spoke to the passenger, who said the driver had handed her a plastic bag containing drugs. The female removed the bag containing marijuana. Bowie County sheriff's dispatch advised the warden of the driver's true identity and that he had a felony warrant for aggravated kidnapping. The warden then placed the suspect in handcuffs. The suspect had Photo courtesy TPWD numerous flags for escape and violent behavior toward officers and as an additional precaution, the decision was made to transport the suspect in a Bowie County sheriff's vehicle with leg irons and chains to control him. While moving the suspect from the warden's vehicle to the county car, the suspect broke and ran with his hands cuffed behind his back. After an all-night search the suspect was located hiding in some woods off the interstate, still cuffed behind his back. The driver and his passenger were both arrested on a long list of charges.



Alive and Well



While on boat patrol on Lake Ray Roberts, a game warden made contact with a fisherman on his way to the docks. A water safety check was conducted and the angler had all the necessary safety equipment. When asked if he'd caught any fish the fisherman said he had not caught anything and opened his ice-chest to show just food and drinks. Since the warden could hear the water circulation pump for the live well, she asked him to open the live well. At this point the fisherman admitted that he had lied and proceeded to bring out undersized sand bass from the live-well. The fish were in good shape and released; citations issued.



In the Spotlight



A Bowie County game warden observed a truck equipped with an LED light bar mounted just above the windshield traveling along a county road near Hooks. The truck was observed turning across the roadway and shining its lights into the fields. The warden started following the vehicle and a few hundred yards down the road, the vehicle turned and shined its lights into the fields again. The warden made contact with the vehicle and its occupants, who admitted to being in the area looking for something to shoot. Citations were issued for hunting from a public roadway.



Winding Deer Trail



A Sabine County game warden received a call about a landowner witnessing a spot-lighter shooting from the highway. After responding to the area, the warden located a pool of blood on the highway and after setting up surveillance observed a truck spotlighting in the vicinity. The warden and a Sabine County sheriff's deputy pulled the vehicle over and the two young men in the vehicle both admitted to spotlighting and hunting rabbits off the road. But the driver said he did not shoot any deer from the road. The warden seized the driver's rifle for evidence to compare the ballistics and issued several citations to the individuals. Efforts to locate the poached deer, even with the aid of a warden K-9 unit, were unsuccessful and the wardens concluded the deer must have been poached from the tree line, dragged to the highway and loaded into a vehicle. The warden asked around the community for any information about a poached deer and soon received a tip about the deer head being in a freezer. Following up on that, wardens confronted the resident about the deer head and were told it was gone. The homeowner said the person who had shot the deer had taken it away because he didn't want to get in trouble. The homeowner gave the wardens the name of the suspect who allegedly shot the deer. During questioning by the wardens, the man came clean and told the truth about shooting the deer. The suspect was issued citations for hunting deer at night, hunting with artificial light and hunting deer from a vehicle. The suspect is also facing civil restitution.



Snake in the Grass



A Fort Bend County game warden received a tip that an 8 to 10-foot king cobra had escaped from a local Controlled Exotic Snake Species Permit holder. Since the permit holder lives near several schools, wardens and local law enforcement immediately responded to the scene, notified the schools of the situation and began searching for the missing snake. The permit holder also contacted other individuals who had experience dealing with venomous exotic snakes and a search party began combing the tall grass in the vicinity. In addition, a neighbor who owned the pasture brought out a tractor and began shredding the knee-high grasses and weeds, creating a perimeter that was easier to search around the facility property. After several hours, the cobra was located and captured by the permit holder and his "herp" friends. Additional safety measures are being installed by the permit holder to ensure escapes do not occur in the future.
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Catching Grass Carp Now Legal in Lake Austin Any angler who catches a grass carp in Lake Austin may now legally retain the fish, provided it has been gutted or had the head removed. There is no length limit or bag limit for this species. The decision to revoke the triploid grass carp permit was made jointly with the City of Austin, Lower Colorado River Authority, Friends of Lake Austin, Texas Tournament Zone, and Austin Carp Anglers. Sterile triploid grass carp (white amur) are often used as a biological control for the invasive plant, hydrilla. They were stocked in Lake Austin for this purpose from 2003 through 2013. Hydrilla is now under control, and other aquatic plants in the lake have been overgrazed by the plant-eating fish. Reducing grass carp numbers will allow aquatic plants to grow and provide habitat for fish and wildlife. If and when hydrilla once again shows up in Lake Austin, TPWD will work with the controlling authorities and stakeholders to issue a new permit for triploid grass carp in an effort to maintain an ecological balance. -- Adapted from TPWD news release



RICK FREEMAN A Professional Corporation



Rick Freeman Attorney at Law Board Certified-Personal Injury Trial Law Texas Board of Legal Specialization



600 Round Rock West Drive, Suite 501 (512) 477-6111 Round Rock, TX 78681 (512) 473-2131 www.rlckfreemanlaw.com [email protected]



LOUIS B. WILLIAMS, JR. Austin Area Manager



Chicago Title 1501 S. Mopac, Suite 130 Austin, TX 78746 (512) 480-8353 Direct (512) 591-2605 Cell: (512) 422-2282 E-mail: [email protected]
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Oct 20, 2016 - There was a problem loading this page. Retrying... Adds from October 11 - October 20, 2016.pdf. Adds from October 11 - October 20, 2016.pdf.
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October 25, 2016 regular meeting.pdf 

Weirick, Betsy Clapp, Severo Lara and Randy Haney. Also present were: City Manager. Steve McClary, City Attorney Matthew Summers and Amber Young, ...
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27 October 2016.pdf 

ßvÂ±üËßÂ ÎßÂëÂ× öÂûþ Îðà±Ëò±õþ Îû±áÉ ÷Ëò ßÂËõþ ò±- ü÷±æ ò±, õþ±©† ̃. ò±, Ã›¶¿îÂ‡Â±ò ò±, ñ÷Ç ò±, ¿òËðòÂóËÂ Ã›¶¿îÂËõúÏÝ ò±/ Õ±õþ Û. õÉ±Âó±Ëõþ ...
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October 7th 2016.pdf 

fund-raise to support special events and projects at Brendel. ... often and it helps ... and phone calls ... Please call the ... for free or reduced price meals for this school year, there is no further action needed. If ... Displaying October 7th 20
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October Menu 2016 4 week.pdf 

There was a problem previewing this document. Retrying... Download. Connect more apps... Try one of the apps below to open or edit this item. October Menu ...
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MIS October - 2016.pdf 

Page 1. MIS October - 2016.pdf. MIS October - 2016.pdf. Open. Extract. Open with. Sign In. Main menu. Displaying MIS October - 2016.pdf. Page 1 of 1.
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October 17-21 2016.pdf 

Page 1 of 2. Northwood Middle School. Weekly Planner. Jennifer Steadman. For Week Ending: October 21, 2016 Email: [email protected] ...














[image: alt]





OTB MINUTES OCTOBER 2016.pdf 

Walt Prouty, Also present were Councilmen John Hubbard, Joe Borst, and Erik Holmberg, Town. Clerk James Vangalio, Deputy Town Clerk Michele Vangalio, Highway Superintendent Jack. Wickham, Town Attorney Steven Getman, members of the press and other in
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October 2016 Employee Newsletter.pdf 

... brothers and sisters,. and children. Next, you may want to talk to grandparents, uncles and aunts,. nieces and nephews, and half-brothers and half-sisters.
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Current Affairs -October 2016.pdf 

Burj Khalifa. Q8. India has partnered with which country for the proposal to double the range of the. BrahMos world's first supersonic cruise missile? Russia. Q9.
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