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8. Oppression not Emancipation China Says: “It [the “peaceful liberation” of Tibet] ushered in a new era in which Tibet would turn from darkness to light, from backwardness to progress, from poverty to affluence and from seclusion to openness”. Hu Jintao in Lhasa, 2001. (8a) ‘"All ethnic groups will commemorate that day forever," said Padma Choling in a televised speech, since the Tibetans were freed from the cruel and dark rule of feudal serfdom, which forever changed the human rights situation in Tibet’ (8b) Reality: The Chinese Communist Party claims it liberated Tibet from the “oppressive, feudal rule of the Dalai Lama" (8c) and that pre-“liberation” Tibet was a medieval society consisting of ‘landowners, serfs and slaves.’ These three alleged social classes are arbitrary and revisionist classifications with no basis in reality (8d). There were indeed indentured farmers in Tibet, but also merchants, nomads, traders, non-indentured farmers, hunters, bandits, monks, nuns, musicians, aristocrats and artists. Preinvasion, many Tibetans recognized flaws and inequalities in their system and the Dalai Lama had begun to promote land reform laws and other improvements (8e). Ultimately, Beijing's condemnation of Tibet's ‘feudal’ past is a classic colonialist argument ‘backwardness’ serving as a justification for invasion (8f). The founding of ‘serf-emancipation day’ on 28 March 2009, the 50th anniversary of the Tibetan National Uprising and the Dalai Lama’s escape from Tibet, is symbolic of China’s continued colonial vision of Tibet (8g). In 1960 the Dalai Lama re-established the Tibetan Government in the hill-station of Dharamsala, northwest India, and, over the decades, a series of changes have been implemented to re-organise the administration according to democratic principles. Today Tibetan voters in three continents are franchised to elect 44 Members of the Tibetan Parliament-in-Exile (8h). The period since the unrest in March 2008 has been described by Tibetans as a return to the excesses of the Cultural Revolution. They speak of a deliberate, concerted effort by Chinese officials and state media to portray Tibetans as ungrateful, violent and anti-Chinese, a situation which they argue entrenches mutual distrust (8i). "Tibetans now find themselves under relentless suspicion and disregard. Even when Tibetans on official business - by invitation from Beijing or Chengdu hosts - do travel into mainland China, cabs will pass them by or order them out when their ethnicity is discovered by their language; or 'vacant hotels' suddenly have no rooms, one hotel after another" (8j). Far from ‘forever chang[ing] the human rights situation in Tibet’ in a positive way, as suggested by TAR Governor Padma Choling, the Dalai Lama has said that Beijing’s policies since the occupation “thrust Tibetans into such depths of suffering and hardship that they literally experienced hell on Earth" (8k). Read More * Lhadon Tethong, 'China’s favorite propaganda on Tibet...and Why it’s Wrong', http://www.studentsforafreetibet.org/article.php?id=422 Notes and Sources 8a. Hu Jintao, Lhasa, 19 July 2001. http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/200810/16/content_10205324.htm 8b. Xinhua, 28 March 2011 http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/china/2011-03/28/c_13800618.htm 8c. Blog post by James Reynolds, BBC, 19 January 2009. http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/thereporters/jamesreynolds/2009/01/serfs_emancipation_day.html 8d. Lhadon Tethong, 'China’s favorite propaganda on Tibet...and Why it’s Wrong', http://www.studentsforafreetibet.org/article.php?id=422 8e. Ibid. For more ’17 Points of Disagreement’, visit www.chinasfailedtibetpolicies.org, a website created by the International Tibet Network, www.tibetnetwork.org



8f. Ibid. 8g. Tsering Shakya, 'Tibet and China: the past in the present', 2009. http://www.opendemocracy.net/article/tibet-and-china-the-past-in-the-present. ‘Serf Emancipation Day’ marks the anniversary of 28 March 1959 the Chinese issued a statement signed by Premier Zhou Enlai, announcing that the rebellion in Lhasa had effectively “torn up” the 17 Point Agreement and declaring that the local government was dissolved. See Shakya, ‘Dragon in the Land of Snows, 1999. 8h. Dr Fiona McConnell, ‘Exile Tibetan elections 2011’, available here http://www.geog.cam.ac.uk/people/mcconnell 8i. International Campaign for Tibet, ‘Nationalism, Discrimination and the Tibet Issue, 21 April 2009, available from www.savetibet.org. 8j. Visitor to Lhasa, speaking to the International Campaign for Tibet, http://www.savetibet.org/mediacenter/ict-news-reports/official-notice-evidence-discrimination-against-tibetans-after-protests. 8k. The Times, 10 March 2009. http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/asia/article5879043.ece



For more ’17 Points of Disagreement’, visit www.chinasfailedtibetpolicies.org, a website created by the International Tibet Network, www.tibetnetwork.org
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