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MISSION, CORE VALUES & BELIEFS



MISSION OF THE LEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS The mission of the Lee Public Schools is to ensure students have the opportunities to develop the social, civil, and critical thinking skills to thrive in an ever-changing world.



LEE MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL - CORE VALUES & BELIEFS Lee Middle and High School is a community of learners dedicated to supporting academic success, individual growth, and social responsibility. We believe that in an atmosphere of respect, compassion, and support, students will reach deeply within themselves to engage in and be responsible for their learning. We commit ourselves to the idea that every student can realize his or her potential when presented with rigorous academic and personal standards, while acknowledging that these are accomplished in various ways, and are responsive to the changing needs of the community. We value regular celebration of our successes, while embracing that mistakes are made by all and are part of the learning process. We promote collaboration, honor diversity, and encourage contributions to family, community, nation, and world in order to live with a sense of purpose and readily face the challenges of the future.
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GENERAL INFORMATION CONTACTING US Main Phone Number Main Fax Number Superintendent’s Office



(413) 243-2780 (413) 243-4105 (413) 243-0276



ADMISSION TO COURSE OF STUDY Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 622: "Each and every course of study offered should be open and available to students regardless of their race, sex, national origin, color or religion. "The 622 Coordinator...should regularly examine the system of access to each course of study, advantage and privilege provided within the school and should take any necessary affirmative action and adopt any necessary changes to insure that all obstacles to access for all students regardless of race, color, sex, religion, or national origin no matter how subtle or unintended are removed. Special care should be taken when information or evidence indicates the absence of the markedly disproportionate participation of students of either sex or of any racial, national or religious group present in the school, in any course of study, advantage or privilege offered by or through the school. "The 622 Coordinator...should inform students in a manner certain to reach all students, of the existence of the law (Chapter 622) and its implications. The Coordinator should inform them of all courses of study, extracurricular activities and services offered by the school that are available without regard to race, sex, color, national origin or religion." Section 504: Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 states, “No otherwise qualified individual with a disability...shall be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance.” Students are eligible for accommodations and/or related services when the student meets the definition of qualified handicapped person: (1) has or (2) has had a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a major life activity, (3) is regarded as handicapped by others. Major life activities include walking, learning, hearing, speaking, breathing, working, caring for oneself, and performing manual tasks. The handicapping condition need only substantially limit one major life activity in order for the student to be eligible. Parents or guardians, teachers, administrators, and/or students (18 years of age or older) may refer a student for an evaluation to determine eligibility. Students found eligible will receive an accommodation plan, which will outline the accommodation teachers, and personnel will need to put in place to allow the student to access the curriculum. Special Education: "...it is the purpose of this act to provide for a flexible and uniform system of program opportunities for all children requiring special education; to provide a flexible non-discriminatory system for identifying and evaluating the individual needs of children requiring special education; requiring evaluation of the needs of the child and adequacy of the special education program before placement and periodic evaluation of the benefit of the program to the child and the nature of the child's needs thereafter; and to prevent denials of equal educational opportunity on the basis of origin, sex, economic status, race, religion, and physical or mental handicap in the provision of 7 differential education services." The federal and state special education regulations provide specific guidelines for the identification and assessment of students with special needs. These include pre-kindergarten and kindergarten screening procedures; health assessments (to include vision and hearing testing); continuous screening of student functioning in academic and social activities. The identification process may be initiated by: parents or guardians, students (18 years or older), teachers, administrators, support personnel, and other agencies involved in the student’s programming If a parent/guardian disagrees with the special education program proposed for their child, there is a clear-cut appeals procedure they may follow in order to change or modify the plan as outlined in the Parent’s Rights Brochure. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING CHAPTER 622, SECTION 504, OR SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES PLEASE CONTACT THE LEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS SPECIAL EDUCATION OFFICE AT 243-9715 OR THE LEE MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION OR GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT.
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GENERAL INFORMATION COURSE LEVELS Courses are designed to provide students with appropriate rigor and we recommend that students choose to challenge themselves academically. All levels of course work are intellectually challenging and require students to meet standards of proficiency in concepts, content and skills. Various teaching strategies address individual student learning styles, and multiple types of assessment will be used to gauge individual proficiency. Advanced Placement Courses at the Advanced Placement level are approved by the College Board. These courses are very rigorous, equivalent to a college-level class. Courses offer an accelerated rate of instruction and substantial challenge requiring a great deal of effort. There is an AP testing fee of approximately $90 due in early second semester. Honors Courses designated in the course name as Honors develop skills at an accelerated pace for students who want experiences that will prepare them for advanced work in a college situation. Core courses not specifically labeled as “Advanced Placement” or “Honors” are at the College Preparatory level. Courses designated as Advanced Placement or Honors will receive additional quality point in GPA calculations. See the Student/Parent Handbook for details.



GRADE DESIGNATION To be promoted from one high school grade to the next, students must earn credits. The following chart represents the minimum number of credits that must be earned for promotion. Minimum credits credits to be grade 10 5.5 credits to be grade 11 11 credits to be grade 12 16



COURSE SELECTION PROCESS AND ADD/DROP Introduction & General Requirements One of the primary objectives of Lee Middle and High School is to assist young people in fulfilling their potential as students and as citizens of the school and the community. The Program of Studies is designed to enable students to achieve a substantial education if they: • •



Carefully plan their program of studies with parents, teachers, and counselors, and Are willing to demonstrate the ability, the maturity, and the motivation to perform the required work.



High school offers students an opportunity to discover their interests and aptitudes. While students may select courses from different areas of the curriculum, they are expected to include in their program certain subjects that are considered basics to a well-rounded high school education. Students who are members of the National Honor Society can take one 1 Directed Study or 1 Internship in a school year; they cannot take both. The yearly minimum requirement for high school students is 6 credits. The Course Selection Process  Study the course descriptions carefully. Keep in mind both the requirements for graduation and your personal educational and career goals.  Discuss potential courses with teachers, parents/guardians, peers, and counselors.
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GENERAL INFORMATION 



   







Plan for a total of at least 6 credits (the equivalent of six full-year courses). You cannot indicate a preference for taking a half-year course in the fall or the spring; the computer will make these decisions based upon availability. Look carefully at the directions for Alternate Course Selections. It is very important that you list alternatives or they will be chosen for you if your first choice is not available. Once you have narrowed your choices, review your plans with your parents/guardians. Carefully fill out the required Course Selection Sheet. Obtain teachers’ initials as required. LMHS requires that the student’s present, or most recent teacher in each high school subject, initial all English, math, science, and social studies courses a student wishes to take next year. The appropriate teacher must initial all other courses that require a prerequisite. Turn your course selection sheet in to the guidance office.



Alternate Course Selections – High School Because of the limitations of space and staff, it may not be feasible to grant every course selected by a student, especially for elective courses. Therefore, students should think seriously about choosing alternatives or “back-ups” for most of their choices. For example, if your primary choice is World Drumming, the alternative could be Protest Music. Protest Music would only be scheduled after every reasonable effort had been made to accommodate your primary choice. An alternative course does not necessarily have to be in the same department as the primary course. Schedule Changes After June As indicated above, a great deal of time, energy and planning are devoted to developing both the master schedule and individual student schedules. Before the end of the school year and during the summer, schedule changes that must be made for valid reasons are usually honored. The expectation is that students, parents, teachers and counselors have carefully reviewed schedules and made reasonable decisions concerning each student’s course of study. The final schedule a student receives before the end of school, or has changed for valid reasons before the end of the school year, represents his or her commitment to adhere to that course of study in the following school year. Exceptions for schedule changes after the end of the current school year: 1.



A student may add or drop a course during the first five full school days of a term for the following reasons: • An error (e.g. an incorrect number entered on a form) has been made either by the student or in the scheduling process. • A class failure the previous term necessitates a change in schedule. • The student, teacher, counselor, parent/guardian, and principal agree that a student is improperly placed in a class. No transcript designation of the dropped course will appear. Proper paperwork must be completed through the student’s guidance counselor.



2.



Petition: A student may petition the principal to change a course for extensive medical or extensive personal reasons. A dropped course will be designated on the transcript as W plus P or F, indicating that the student was passing or failing at drop time. Proper paperwork must be completed through the student’s guidance counselor.



GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS Credit Information High school students are awarded academic credits for having met the academic expectations of a course. The minimum passing grade for all LMHS courses is “60”. The number of credits awarded for any specific course is contingent upon the amount of time the course meets. Yearlong classes earn 1 credit; half-year courses earn 0.5 credits.
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GENERAL INFORMATION Transfer Credits Students who transfer into LMHS from other high schools will need to provide an official transcript of all completed course work. A review of the course work will be conducted and credit and GPA weight will be awarded. Under no circumstances will credit be granted for work completed prior to the start of ninth grade. Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System Students must pass the 10th grade MCAS tests in English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics, as well as the high school Biology Science & Technology MCAS test, typically given in 9th grade. Students failing any of these 3 tests will be assigned to remediation classes and provided multiple opportunities to retake and pass the tests during their junior and senior years. Specific Graduation Requirements Students and parents should carefully review the chart below. The following general guidelines should be kept in mind: • Students planning on applying to 4-year colleges and/or universities should take a minimum of 2 years in high school of the same world language; 3 – 4 years is recommended. • Courses used to meet the graduation requirement in one area cannot be used to meet requirements in another area. • Only high school courses taken after entering grade 9 will be counted toward graduation requirements. • The principal may waive specific graduation requirements for Special Education students, vocational students, transfer students, and students with extenuating circumstances. The total number of credits required for graduation is not subject to a waiver. State requirements can not be waived. SUBJECTS REQUIRED OF ALL STUDENTS English Students are required to earn 1 credit of English each year, including: English 9, English 10, English 11 (or AP Language & Composition), and English 12 (or AP Literature & Composition). Social Studies This must include 1 credit of US History and a halfcredit of American Government. Science Credit values vary if course is lab or non-lab. Mathematics All students are required to take and pass a 4th year of math unless they scored proficient or advanced on their 10th grade MCAS math assessment. All students are strongly encouraged to take a 4th year of math. Health Physical Education Technology The Arts Fine and performing arts, including: all courses listed in “The Arts” section, plus Digital Photography, Graphic Arts, Animation. Electives from any subject area TOTAL REQUIRED MINIMUM CREDITS * Does not include Woodshop or Carpentry
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Class of 2019



Class of 2020+



4 credits



4 credits



3 credits



3 credits



3 yearlong courses



3 yearlong courses



3 credits



3 credits



0.5 credit 1.5 credits 0.5 credit*



2.0 credits 0.5 credit*



0.5 credit



0.5 credit



7 credits 23 credits



7 credits 23 credits



GENERAL INFORMATION MASSACHUSETTS STATE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM MINIMUM ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS The admissions standards for the state universities and UMass emphasize a strong academic high school background so that students enter college ready to learn. These standards represent minimum requirements; meeting them does not guarantee admission, since campus officials consider a wide range of factors in admissions decisions. Students shall have fulfilled all requirements for the high school diploma or its equivalent upon enrollment. It is important to note that admissions standards for the state’s community colleges differ. Community colleges may admit any high school graduate or GED recipient. Freshman Applicants The admissions standards for freshmen applicants have two main parts: 1. 16 required academic courses. 2. A minimum required grade point average (GPA) earned in college preparatory courses completed at the time of application. Applicants must also submit an SAT or ACT score. Academic Course Requirement Seventeen college preparatory courses distributed as follows are required. (A course is equivalent to one full school year of study. Courses count toward the distribution only if passed.)



Minimum Required Grade Point Average (GPA) The GPA must be achieved based on all college preparatory courses completed at the time of application and should be weighted for accelerated (Honors or Advanced Placement) courses. The required minimum weighted high school GPA is 3.0 for the four-year public campuses. SAT Scores Applicants who meet the GPA requirement do not have to use the sliding scale for admission, but still must submit SAT or ACT test scores for consideration if they are applying to a state university or UMass within three years of high school graduation. Sliding Scale (used when GPA is lower than the minimum required GPA) If an applicant’s GPA falls below the required minimum, a sliding scale will apply. This scale should be used only when an applicant’s GPA falls below the required 3.0 minimum for admission to the state universities or UMass. Scores on the new writing section of the SAT will not affect the sliding scale for freshman applicants to the Massachusetts state universities and to the University of Massachusetts at this time. The sliding scale, used in making admissions decisions for students with high school grade point averages falling below the required minimum, will continue to be based upon the combined critical reading (verbal) and math sections of the SAT.
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GENERAL INFORMATION Sliding Scale for Freshman Applicants to UMass:



Sliding Scale for Freshman Applicants to State Universities:



COLLEGE CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES Advanced Placement courses offer LMHS students the chance to participate in college-level courses while in high school. LMHS currently offers AP courses in Biology, Calculus, Chemistry, Computer Science, English Language, English Literature, Environmental Science, French, Physics, Spanish, Statistics, and U.S. History. Students in similar AP courses throughout the country take the same AP exam, which are then graded at a central location by experienced AP teachers. Students are given a grade between “1” and “5,” with “5” being the highest score possible. Generally, students receiving a “3” or above are considered eligible for either receiving college credit and/or advanced placement (such as skipping over an introductory course). LMHS urges any student who possesses both the basic skills needed for success in the discipline and a desire to challenge her or himself with a rigorous course of study to consider registering for one or more AP courses. For more information, speak with your guidance counselor or the AP teacher. Some LMHS courses are expected to offer dual enrollment with the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts in North Adams. Students will receive college credit (on an MCLA transcript) for these courses by successfully completing the requirements in their LMHS classroom. Specifics will be presented by teachers of those courses in the fall. Berkshire Community College – Bridge to College Program Berkshire County high school seniors, who are Massachusetts residents, may enroll in one BCC credit course, free of charge. BCC will waive tuition and fees. Students will only pay for books and transportation. Students may take any college level course for which they meet the prerequisites. Guidance counselor approval is required.
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GENERAL INFORMATION ENSURING SUCCESS Academic Performance Several factors determine student academic success. Most important of these are student attendance, student class performance and homework. Continuity of learning requires daily attendance in school. If a student is absent from school, it is the student's responsibility to arrange make up sessions with the teacher after school. Make up work is expected to be completed in a timely fashion and the teacher has the right to set make up work deadlines. Class participation allows opportunities for immediate feedback. Tests, quizzes, and written assignments require student attention, effort, as well as attendance. Students are expected to behave appropriately in class and students are expected to work in class according to teacher directions and guidelines. Students are expected to do homework for classes. Homework must be completed on time. Consequences for not doing homework include mandatory teacher after-sessions and/or zeros being averaged into the student’s grade. Homework includes written assignments, outside projects, reading and studying for tests and quizzes. Students are expected to complete homework outside of school hours. Academic Assistance Students often need extra help or make-up sessions. Teachers are available after school to provide such services. Students should make arrangements with the individual teacher. Failure to make-up missed work will result in no credit for the work. If a private tutor is needed for extenuating circumstances, please contact your student’s counselor. Academic Reporting Student progress and performance are reported through report cards and progress reports. Progress reports are also available at any time online through the MMS Parent and Student Portals. Report cards will be available online, and a paper copy will be distributed to students. The final report card for the year will be mailed home.



MASSCORE The Massachusetts High School Program of Studies (MassCore) is a recommended program of studies intended to help the state’s high school graduates arrive at college or the workplace well prepared, and to reduce the number of students taking remedial courses in college. MassCore recommends a comprehensive set of subject area courses to complete before graduating from high school. MassCore recommends that students take the following: • • • • • • • • •



English: 4 units Mathematics: 4 units, including the completion of Algebra II. All students are recommended to take a math course during their senior year Science: 3 units of lab-based science History/Social Science: 3 units, including US History and World History Foreign Language: 2 units of the same language Physical Education: Required each year, including Health The Arts: 1 unit Additional Core Courses: 5 units Additional Learning Opportunities: Students should complete as many as possible from a list including AP courses, capstone or senior project, dual enrollment courses taken for high school and college credit, online courses, service learning, and work-based learning.



CAREER & COLLEGE READINESS EDUCATION We believe that our students need to prepare for both college and career in a seamless and integrated way. We are dedicated to equipping them with the knowledge, skills and experiences they need to take ownership over their plans after high school. We want to help our students see the connections between the academic learning that they do in the classroom and the application of that knowledge out in the larger world. This body of learning is therefore a part of our Program of Study. At LMHS, we are proud members of a large statewide network of high schools that offer students opportunities for career preparation. The network is led by the state’s Connecting Activities initiative, which is managed by the MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. It enables our school to connect with our regional workforce system, and through it, to many local businesses that support our education enterprise. Our partnership with the Connecting Activities initiative is one of the primary avenues to offer career development opportunities for our students. Career Development Education (CDE), which generally refers to curriculum and instruction designed to help students prepare for the vast range of career opportunities after completion of their education, is intended to be integrated into
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GENERAL INFORMATION students’ learning experiences. Here are some of the CDE activities offered to our students through collaborations led and/or supported by our Connecting Activities: • Career awareness activities that help introduce our students to the world of work, including research about Labor Market Information • Job Shadowing experiences • Guest speaker series from the community who discuss topics including financial literacy, social media hazards, and how to apply for a job • Career Fairs and Job Fairs • Work readiness training and supports for job search • Structured work experiences through our internship program, which are offered for academic credit and reflected on our students’ transcripts • Resume development • Job interview training Career Development Education is an important aspect of preparing students for success after high school. Please consult with your guidance counselor to learn more and to take full advantage of all we have to offer in the area of CDE. Naviance Family Connection Lee Middle and High School uses Naviance Family Connection as a resource to students and families. Naviance is an online platform that helps students and families connect what students do in the classroom to their life goals, including finding colleges and careers based on their personal skills and areas of interests. Every student in grades 9-12 will have a Naviance account, and parents can get their own account. Throughout their high school career students will develop an individualized career plan that can be accessed online at any time. Game Plan Each year students will update their game plan information in their Naviance Family Connection account. The game plan information includes information about the student’s general goal after high school (4-year college, 2-year college, career education, military, etc.), career interests, and college interests. This information can be updated and edited at any time, but students will be asked to review and update the information at least once each year in school. Career Fair Each April there will be a career fair at the school that all students in grades 7-12 will attend. The career fair features local employers who provide information about the types of careers they offer, the education and training that is necessary for them, and what they are looking for in an employee. College Fairs Students will have the opportunity to sign up and attend a college fair during the spring of their junior year, the fall of their senior year, or both. The college fairs are typically held at Berkshire Community College in the fall and the Eastern States Exposition in the spring. Internships In junior and senior year students can participate in an internship experience. For more information please refer to the last page of the course descriptions section of this Program of Studies. Middle School Middle school career and college readiness education focuses on self, group and career awareness in an age appropriate, theme oriented format. Topics teach and reinforce (in role playing, small group and reflective exercises) academic and career education. Within these topics students examine critical and creative thinking, learning styles and citizenship. This program covers topics related to education, career and college aspirations, positive decision making skills, building bright futures, becoming positive leaders and helping to develop a sense of belonging among middle school students. All students take the PSAT8 in 8th grade and use this assessment to continue their exploration of high school, college and career readiness. Grade 9 – Personality Type Assessment In freshman year, all students will have the opportunity to complete a personality assessment in school. Successful completion of the assessment will generate a report that will provide students with important information about their personal characteristics. They will learn about careers that are matched to them, their personal strengths and blindspots,
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GENERAL INFORMATION and a host of other useful information. Upon completion, the results of this assessment will remain available for students and parents to review in Naviance throughout each student’s high school career. Grade 10 – Career Interest Profiler In sophomore year, all students will have the opportunity to complete a career interest profiler in school. The career interest profiler is a tool that can help students discover the types of work activities and careers that match their interests. Upon completion, the results of this assessment will remain available for students and parents to review in Naviance throughout each student’s high school career. Grade 11 – Job Shadow Day, Resumes, Mock Job Interviews In junior year, all students will participate in a job shadow day where they will spend a school day at a business in the community. During the job shadow, students will follow a worker from a career field they may be interested in learning more about during a typical day and observe and ask questions about his or her work. All juniors will also develop a resume through their English class that they will present to employers from the community as part of a mock job interview in April. Resumes will remain available for students and parents to review and update in Naviance throughout each student’s high school career. Grade 12 – Putting the Plan into Action In senior year, students will participate in workshops, advisories, and individual meetings to put their career plan in action. Senior advisories will be regrouped and students will be assigned with students who have similar career plans so that the advisory time can be spent addressing their specific needs.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES The Middle School Program: Grades 7 and 8 GRADE 7 The seventh grade program consists of core courses in English, math, science, and history. For one period, students also participate in a quarterly rotation of exploratory electives in music, computer technology, current events, and engineering. Physical education will meet every-other-day for the year. Students will spend the first half of the year exploring Spanish and French; they will then choose which language to continue for the second semester. Students may also choose to take band or chorus. Some students requiring additional support in English Language Arts or math may be required to participate in Literacy Lab and/or Math Lab or other support classes. ELA700 – English 7 In English 7, students will read and discuss, in small and large group settings, a rich variety of theme-based novels, short stories, nonfiction, plays, poems, and films. Specific writing prompts will be given to allow students to respond informally to literature. Formal essays—descriptive, expository, persuasive, and narrative—will be assigned to allow students to critically and creatively analyze literature. Writing short stories and poetry will allow students to practice and build their natural creativity and understand the process of creating literature. The fundamentals of grammar, punctuation, and rhetoric will be addressed and reinforced throughout the entire course. SST700 – Social Studies 7: Ancient & Classical Civilizations Grade seven students will begin their exploration of world history by studying the early human culture in the Stone Age, the development of farming in the New Stone Age, and the growth of the first civilizations. Students will continue their discoveries of first human societies by focusing on the following western civilizations: Mesopotamia, Phoenicia, Israel, Egypt, Greece, and Rome. They will study the geographic features of these lands and their impact on the communities. Students will become familiar with these civilizations' government system, religious and philosophical beliefs, major events, accomplishments, and influence on the future civilizations. Students will explore concepts such as monarchy, city-state, democracy, the rule of law, monotheism, polytheism, individual worth and personal responsibility, the alphabetic principle of writing system, and scientific reasoning. The curriculum is supplemented by a variety of sources and materials (age, grade, and curriculum relevant feature and documentary films, primary source and literature readings, research and hands-on projects). Grade seven social studies curriculum is strongly linked to English Language Arts curriculum. Students will be expected to write for a variety of purposes. They will work on targeted reading and writing skills (for example, identifying main ideas, making inferences, determining cause and effect relationships, writing short answers, open responses, research papers, creative writing projects, etc.). MAT700 – Mathematics 7 In grade 7 Mathematics, students will study: number sense; patterns and algebraic thinking; decimal operations; data and statistics; number patterns and fractions; fraction operations; integers; equations, inequalities, and functions; ratios and proportions; percentages; geometric figures; measure and area; surface area and volume; probability. MAT705 – Advanced Math 7 In grade 7 Advanced Mathematics, students will study: variables and equations; integer operations; solving equations and inequalities; factors, fractions, and exponents; rational number operations; ratios, proportions and percentages; polygons and transformations; measurement, area and volume; graphing; data analysis and probability. Admittance into this class is based on 6th grade standardized testing scores, 5th and preliminary 6th grade MCAS scores, and 6th grade math grades. Reevaluation will occur at the midway mark of the first quarter. Satisfactory completion with at least an 80 average will allow students to take Algebra I in 8 th grade. SCI700 - Science 7 Students in grade 7 focus on systems and cycles using their understanding of structures and functions, connections and relationships in systems, and flow of matter and energy developed in earlier grades. Students will apply concepts and skills across disciplines. Through grade 7, students begin a process of moving from a more concrete to an abstract perspective since many of the systems and cycles studied are not directly observable or experienced. This also creates a foundation for exploring cause and effect relationships in more depth in grade 8.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES GRADE 8 The eighth grade program also consists of core courses in English, math, science, and history. For one period, students also participate in a quarterly rotation of exploratory electives in art, computer technology, woodshop, and literacy. Physical education will meet every-other-day for the year and will include a health component. Students can continue the study of their world language from 7 th grade, and may also choose to take band or chorus. Some students requiring additional support in English Language Arts or math may be required to participate in Literacy Lab and/or Math Lab or other support classes. ELA800 – English 8 Eighth grade English students will study literature through a variety of genres such as the novel, drama, short story, mythology, poetry, modern and historic speeches, magazine and newspaper articles, film, art, and music. Written work integrates the development of the writing process through the creation of a personal memoir, creative writing, and academic writing. SST800 – Social Studies 8: U.S. History to the Civil War In this course students will be introduced to the major events and people that influenced our history from colonization to the Civil War and how it relates to students modern lives. Teaching methods are varied to engage all styles of learners with personalized and group instruction, films, and projects. This course also allows students to look at their nation’s history through a local lens as well incorporating into the curriculum local history where applicable. MAT800 – Mathematics 8 In Mathematics 8, students will study: equations, transformations, angles and triangles, graphing and writing linear equations, systems of linear equations, functions, real numbers and the Pythagorean theorem, volume and solid, data analysis and displays, and exponents and scientific notation. MAT810 – Honors Algebra 8 This course covers solving linear equations, graphing and writing linear equations, solving linear inequalities, solving systems of linear equations, linear functions, exponential equations and functions, polynomial equations and factoring, graphing quadratic functions, solving quadratic equations, square root functions and geometry, rational equations and functions, data analysis and displays. Students successfully meeting the course requirements will receive a recommendation for taking Geometry in 9th grade. (Prerequisite: Minimum grade of 80 in Advanced Mathematics 7.) SCI800 – Science 8 Grade 8 students use more robust abstract thinking skills to explain causes of complex phenomena and systems. An understanding of cause and effect of key natural phenomena and designed processes allows students to explain patterns and make predictions about future events. In grade 8 these include, for example, causes of seasons and tides; causes of plate tectonics and weather or climate; the role of genetics in reproduction, heredity, and artificial selection; and how atoms and molecules interact to explain the substances that make up the world and how materials change.



13



MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES MIDDLE SCHOOL ELECTIVES In addition to the electives listed below, seventh grade students will have a quarterly exploratory elective rotation of music, computer technology, current events, and engineering. Eighth grade students will have a quarterly rotation of art, woodshop, computer technology, and literacy. Additionally, all middle school students will participate in physical education every-other-day.



WLA70A / WLA70B – Exploratory MS Spanish and Exploratory MS French Students will take one quarter of Exploratory MS Spanish and one quarter of Exploratory MS French during the first semester of 7th grade. They will then choose which language to continue with for second semester of 7 th grade and all of 8th grade.



WLA700 / WLA800 – MS French – offered during semester 2 of 7th grade and all year 8th grade In French 7, students learn the four basic communication skills: understanding spoken French; speaking French; reading French; and writing in French. Students also learn about the many, diverse cultures of the French-speaking world. The goal for all students is to become familiar with French vocabulary, structures, and study skills. Completion of daily homework assignments is required. In the second year of middle-school French, students continue to explore the four basic communication skills: understanding spoken French; speaking French; reading French; and writing in French. Students also learn about the many, diverse cultures of the French-speaking world. The goal for all eighth-grade students is to achieve a solid foundation in order to prepare for French II in the high school. Completion of daily homework assignments is required.



WLA705 / WLA805 – MS Spanish - offered during semester 2 of 7th grade and all year 8th grade In this two-year Spanish program, students learn the four basic communication skills: understanding spoken Spanish; speaking Spanish; reading Spanish; and writing in Spanish. Students also learn about the many, diverse cultures of the Spanish-speaking world. The goal for all students is to achieve a solid foundation in order to continue their study in Spanish II. Completion of daily homework assignments is required.



HUM305 – Middle School Band (meets every-other-day) Open to 7th and 8th graders who play a band instrument. Students will rehearse, perform, and listen to music from a wide variety of time periods, cultures, and styles. They will increase their technical and musical abilities on their instruments, learn and use ensemble skills, and express themselves in a non-verbal way. Students who don’t already play an instrument must see the instructor before enrolling. Please note that due to scheduling constraints, it is not possible to take both band and chorus in the middle school program during the day, during the same year. There will be an opportunity for after-school middle school chorus for those students who wish to participate in both band and chorus.



HUM315 – Middle School Chorus (meets every-other-day) Open to any student in grade 7 or 8 who likes to sing. Students will rehearse, perform, and listen to music from a wide variety of composers, time periods, and styles. Students will also develop basic sight reading skills. Please note that due to scheduling constraints, it is not possible to take both band and chorus in the middle school program during the day, during the same year. There will be an opportunity for after-school middle school chorus for those students who wish to participate in both band and chorus.
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES Typical High School Course Sequence GRADE 9 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓



GRADE 10 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓



English 9 Algebra I or Geometry Biology Global History Health World Language (French or Spanish) Electives GRADE 11



✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓



English 10 Geometry or Algebra II A science course from the menu US History Physical Education World Language (French or Spanish) Electives GRADE 12



✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓



English 11 or AP Language & Comp. Algebra II or Pre-calculus A science course from the menu AP US History and/or American Government Physical Education World Language (French or Spanish) Electives



English 12 or AP Literature & Comp. Pre-calculus, AP Statistics and/or AP Calculus A science course from the menu Social Studies Elective Physical Education World Language (French or Spanish) Other Electives



Note that your individual program may vary from the above.



English Required Courses English 9 English 10 English 11 (or Advanced Rhetoric and Intro to College Lit) English 12 (or AP English Literature and Composition)



Electives Writing for the College Bound Journalism Film Studies Creative Writing Public Speaking on Current Events



ELA100 –English 9A FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT English 9A is a skills-intensive college preparatory class for students who benefit from increased classroom support. Students will study literature, grammar, composition, vocabulary, and public speaking with emphasis on key literary and compositional elements. In the literature unit, the students will read and study various genre such as the novel, short story, poetry and drama, with special attention to literary classics. Students will study paragraph structure and development, leading to essay structure and development in the composition unit. In addition, a research unit culminates with students producing formal research projects. Students will learn to narrow a topic, write a thesis statement, take relevant notes, document sources, write and revise drafts and create works-cited sheets. Students will systematically study vocabulary throughout the year. Enrollment in this course is by teacher recommendation only. ELA105 – English 9 FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Freshman English is a college preparatory class requiring students to read approximately 20 pages per day for homework and write response papers and essays regularly. Students will study literature, grammar, composition, vocabulary, and public speaking with emphasis on key literary and compositional elements. In the literature unit, the students will read and study various genres such as the novel, short story, poetry and drama, with special attention to literary classics. Students
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES will study paragraph structure and development, leading to essay structure and development in the composition unit. In addition, a research unit culminates with students producing formal research projects. Students will learn to narrow a topic, write a thesis statement, take relevant notes, document sources, write and revise drafts and create works-cited sheets. Students will systematically study vocabulary throughout the year. ELA110 – Honors English 9 FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT In the Freshman Honors English class, the teacher will go into more depth using supplemental curriculum and require more work of the students with lengthier outside readings and projects. In this accelerated class for motivated students, much independent work will be expected of the students as this is the most rigorous placement. Homework reading will be approximately 30 pages per evening and analytical and response papers will be required regularly. ELA200 - English 10A FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT English 10A is a skills-intensive college preparatory class for students who benefit from increased classroom support. This course integrates the study of literature with the writing process. It uses a genre-based approach to literature that includes the short story, drama, poetry, and novels during the year. The course emphasizes the importance of writing to express a student's understanding of literature and to foster a student's critical thinking skills and analytical abilities. Evaluation will more greatly rely on written responses and multi-paragraph essays as the year progresses. A review of literary terms, grammar, usage, and other conventions of Standard English, sentence mastery, paragraph development, a variety of expository models, and MCAS preparation are ongoing topics in this course. Enrollment in this course is by teacher recommendation only. ELA205 –English 10 FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Sophomore English is a college preparatory class requiring students to read approximately 20 pages per day for homework and write response papers and essays regularly. This course integrates the study of literature with the writing process and uses a genre-based approach to literature that includes the short story, drama, poetry, and novels during the year. The course emphasizes the importance of writing to express a student's understanding of literature and to foster a student's critical thinking skills and analytical abilities. Evaluation will more greatly rely on written responses and multi-paragraph essays as the year progresses. A review of literary terms, grammar, usage, and other conventions of Standard English, sentence mastery, paragraph development, a variety of expository models, word study, and MCAS preparation are ongoing topics in this course. ELA 210 – Honors English 10 FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT In the Sophomore Honors English class, the teacher will go into more depth and will require more extensive reading and preparation by the students. In this accelerated course for motivated students, the teacher may also decide to supplement the curriculum through outside readings and independent assignments. Much independent work will be expected of the students in the honors class as this is the most rigorous placement. Homework reading will be approximately 30 pages per evening and analytical and response papers will be required regularly. ELA 300 – English 11A FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT English 11A is a skills-intensive college preparatory class for students who benefit from increased classroom support. In 11th grade English, students will read American literature, including a variety of important American novels, short stories, essays, speeches, poems and plays. This course draws upon the students' knowledge of American History and current events to better understand American literature in context. It is organized thematically around major issues and concepts in American identity and culture. Students will examine both similarities and changes in these themes across periods and genres. In addition, a major emphasis will be placed on the writing process. Students will compose several analytical essays, arguments, synthesis essays, narratives, and speeches throughout the year. This course also includes a study of effective oral communication, including speech making, presenting, reading aloud, and job interviewing. Enrollment in this course is by teacher recommendation only. ELA305 – English 11 FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT In this college preparatory class, students will read American Literature, including a variety of important American novels, short stories, essays, speeches, poems and plays. This course draws upon the students' knowledge of American History and current events to better understand literature in context. It is organized thematically around major issues and concepts in American identity and culture. Students will examine both similarities and changes in these themes across periods and genres. In addition, a major emphasis will be placed on the writing process. Students will compose several analytical essays, arguments, synthesis essays, narratives, and speeches throughout the year. This course also includes a study of effective oral communication, including speech making, presenting, reading aloud, and job interviewing.
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES ELA315 – Advanced Rhetoric and Intro to College Literature FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Formerly titled “AP Language and Composition.” This rigorous course engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. By the end of this course, students will demonstrate a keen awareness of the interactions between a writer’s intended purpose, the strategies he/she uses to achieve that purpose, and the ways writing is crafted to achieve an intended effect upon an audience. Students may opt to take this course for six college credits from the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts. ELA400 – English 12A FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT English 12A is a skills-intensive college preparatory class for students who benefit from increased classroom support. Students examine the literary and cultural origins of British literature with a major emphasis on thematic exploration. The reading selections are arranged chronologically and trace the development of British literature up to the present. Several major works will be read with analytical writing and projects completed to review them. A variety of practical as well as literature-based writing assignments will allow students to brush up on their writing skills in preparation for college and career readiness. Enrollment in this course is by teacher recommendation only. ELA 405 – English 12 FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT This section of Senior English examines the literary and cultural origins of British literature with a major emphasis on thematic exploration. The reading selections are arranged chronologically and trace the development of British literature up to the present. Several major works will be read with analytical writing and projects assigned regularly. A variety of practical as well as literature-based writing assignments will allow students to hone their writing skills in preparation for college and career readiness. A course expectation is that students will read approximately 20 pages per night. ELA 410 – Honors English 12 FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT This course examines the literary and cultural origins of British literature. In this accelerated survey course, numerous major works will be read and several eras in British literature will be examined. Students will explore both similarities and differences in the interpretation of several major themes in British literature across periods and genres. In addition, a major emphasis will be placed on the writing process. Students will compose several analytical essays, arguments, synthesis essays, and narratives throughout the year. ELA415 – AP Literature & Composition FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Senior Advanced Placement (AP) English is a college-level course that provides a solid base in analytical thinking, critical writing, and sound research skills. A study is made of the development of the major literary types and movements and ideas of the Western literary tradition, with an emphasis on English literature. Approximately ten major books are read and frequent critical papers and projects are assigned. Students are expected to do independent reading for their papers and for class discussion and to revise papers for development of skills consistent with those expected in a selective four-year college. Specific review of literature suggested for the Advanced Placement Test as well as test taking techniques will prepare a student for selective colleges and the test itself. ENR270 – Writing for the College Bound SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Juniors and Seniors Only This rigorous half-year course is designed to bolster writing skills for college readiness across curricula. Students will practice and compose the following: college admissions essays, SAT and Accuplacer essays, persuasive essays, casestudies, abstracts, analytical essays, and a research-based persuasive essay using formal M.L.A. format. Writing topics will be drawn from multiple disciplines. In addition, opportunities will be provided to practice advanced note-taking skills, including taking dictation with accuracy. The course will be presented in a workshop format, which will afford each student regular opportunities for targeted one-on-one instruction. ENR280 – Journalism SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Sophomores, Juniors or Seniors This rigorous semester-long course will focus on the role of journalism in society, what makes effective journalism, and on the fundamentals of writing for a wider audience. We will study the writing of many acclaimed journalists and authors, hear their thoughts on the art of writing and the role of journalism, and work on several longer products, ending in the production of a student newspaper. This course has no prerequisites and is open to students in grades ten through twelve. ENR290 – Film Studies SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Sophomores, Juniors or Seniors This semester long course will introduce you to the challenges and pleasures of interpreting, analyzing, and writing
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES about films. We will watch notable films throughout the history of cinema, discuss them, and write an array of reviews, critiques, and analysis, leading us to a better understanding of the history of film, its place in culture, and how a film conveys its themes. Students should note that this course is writing intensive, and some reading of critical essays is required. ENR292 – Creative Writing SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Sophomores, Juniors or Seniors In this engaging semester-long course, students will write poetry, short stories, and creative nonfiction. Students will be exposed to various aspects of the creative writing process, including generating ideas and writing and revising drafts for style, effect, and content. To support this work, students will read excerpts from exemplary professional writing and experiment with what can be accomplished on the page. This class will be run in a workshop format. Each student will write extensively and participate in constructive critiques of their own work and that of their peers. This course requires no prerequisite and is open to students in grades ten through twelve. ENR295 – Public Speaking on Current Events SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Sophomores, Juniors or Seniors This class is intended to further students’ abilities and inclinations relating to public speaking, discussion, debate, compromise, and respectful argument. Material will focus on current events and controversial issues on the local, state, national, and global levels.



Mathematics Typical Sequence Algebra I Geometry Algebra II Precalculus



After Algebra II May take Financial Algebra May take AP Statistics After Precalculus May take AP Calculus



MAT 101 – PreAlgebra FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT This course increases students’ foundational math skills and prepares them for Algebra I by covering a variety of topics, such as properties of rational numbers (i.e. number theory), ratio, proportion, estimation, exponents and radicals, the rectangular coordinate system, sets and logic, formulas, and solving first-degree equations and equalities. Basic concepts of geometry will also be covered. This course is by teacher recommendation only. MAT110 – Algebra I FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Algebra 1 will provide a solid foundation for further study in mathematics by helping students develop computational, procedural, and problem-solving skills. It covers basic operations with real numbers, using variables, solving and graphing equations and inequalities. Additional topics covered include properties of exponents, systems of equations, polynomial and rational functions. To be good at mathematics, students must learn to translate real-life situations to mathematical models and obtain solutions. Algebra 1 will help students develop this skill. MAT115 – Honors Algebra I FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT This course is for the advanced and motivated student. Algebra 1 is intended to build a strong foundation for all higher math classes by helping students develop computational, procedural, and problem-solving skills. This course covers basic operations with real numbers, using variables, solving and graphing linear equations and inequalities. Additional topics covered include properties of exponents, systems of equations, polynomials and rational functions. To be good at
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES mathematics, students must learn to translate real-life situations to mathematical models and obtain solutions. Algebra 1 will help students develop this skill. MAT210 – Geometry FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Geometry offers the student an understanding of another facet of mathematics and its relationship to our physical world. The student will apply postulates, theorems, definitions, and algebraic properties to discover properties and relationships of lines, polygons, and circles in a plane. The student will develop powers of spatial visualization and learn to solve a variety of problems by making drawings, using deductive reasoning, and/or using algebraic equations and knowledge learned in previous courses. This course will include formal written proofs, as well as oral and algebraic proofs to help develop logical thinking. MAT215 – Honors Geometry FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT This course is for the motivated mathematics student. It will cover all the topics of Geometry, but in more depth. It is expected that the student has a strong algebraic background and knowledge of the coordinate system. Placement in Honors Geometry will be determined by various factors, including class standing, the student's motivation, previous academic record, standardized test scores, and teacher recommendation. Final decision for placement in Honors level courses rests with the administration. MAT303 – Algebra II Foundations FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT This course is designed for students who are in need of a slower-paced Algebra II course with additional support. A review of Algebra I is undertaken, and then selected topics in Algebra II are addressed. Registration for this course is by teacher recommendation only. This course is not considered college-preparatory by the state University or University of Massachusetts systems. MAT305 – Algebra II FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Algebra II begins with a review of Algebra I. This work leads into a more in-depth study of linear equations and inequalities, quadratic equations, irrational numbers, and an introduction to complex numbers. The concept of a function is introduced. Exponential, logarithmic, polynomial, rational functions, and inverse relations and functions are then discussed. Quadratic relations and non-linear systems of equations complete the main course. MAT310 – Honors Algebra II FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Honors Algebra 2 is an intensive, accelerated course intended to prepare students for advanced mathematics courses. It reviews all topics previously covered in Algebra I but with much more depth. In addition, this course covers complex numbers, radicals, conic sections, higher degree polynomials, rational expressions and functions, exponential and logarithmic functions and if time permits, circular and trigonometric functions with applications, sequences, series, and probability. In preparation for the fall, any student enrolled in Honors Algebra II will need to complete a summer review packet due on the first day of school. The problems in the review packet are designed to help the student review topics that they should have already mastered in previous math courses and that are important to their success in Honors Algebra II. Placement in Honors Algebra II will be determined by completion of the summer review packet, the student's motivation, a previous academic record, standardized test scores and teacher recommendations. MAT401 – Financial Algebra FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Financial Algebra focuses on real-world financial literacy, personal finance, and algebraic approaches to solving problems. Students will apply what they learned in Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II. Topics include personal income, taxes, checking and savings accounts, credit, loans and payments, car leasing and purchasing, home mortgages, stocks, insurance, and retirement planning. The mathematics topics contained in this course are introduced, developed, and applied in an as-needed format in the financial settings covered. Students are encouraged to use a variety of problem-solving skills and strategies in real-world contexts, and to question outcomes using mathematical analysis and data to support their findings. Algebra II is a prerequisite. MAT405 – Precalculus FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Precalculus explores all concepts necessary for a standard Calculus sequence. Its purpose is to prepare students for the study of Calculus. Topics include: advanced functions and graphs, trigonometry, discrete mathematics, and an introduction to calculus. Applications using problems solving skills and the use of graphical calculators are features of Pre-calculus.
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES MAT410 – Honors Precalculus FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT This course is for the advanced and motivated mathematics student. Honors Pre-calculus explores all concepts necessary for a standard calculus sequence, but at a faster pace and with more rigor than CP Precalculus. Its purpose is to prepare students for the study of Calculus. Topics include: advanced functions and graphs, trigonometry, discrete mathematics, and an introduction to calculus. Applications using problems solving skills and the use of graphical calculators are features of Pre-calculus. Placement in Honors Pre-calculus will be determined by the class standing, the student's motivation, a previous academic record, standardized test scores and teacher recommendations. A summer assignment will be included in the grading for the first quarter of the course. Final decision for placement in Honors level courses rests with the administration. MAT420 – AP Statistics FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT The purpose of this AP (Advanced Placement) course is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad conceptual themes: 1. Exploring Data: Describing patterns and departures from patterns. 2. Sampling and Experimentation: Planning and conducting a study. 3. Anticipating Patterns: Exploring random phenomena using probability and simulation. 4. Statistical Inference: Estimating population parameters and testing hypotheses Computing technology will be used throughout the year with an emphasis on graphing calculators. Students will prepare for and be required to take the Statistics AP Exam at the completion of this course. A thorough background in Algebra II is required for success. MAT425 – AP Calculus FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT This AP (Advanced Placement) course covers single-variable differential and integral calculus. The course begins with a review of Pre-calculus concepts and continues with the concepts associated with the derivative. Integral calculus then follows with The First and Second Fundamental Theorems of Calculus, integration techniques, and applications including finding areas, volumes, moments of inertia, and solving differential equations using separation of variables. Computing technology will be used throughout the course with an emphasis on graphing calculators. A summer assignment will be included in the grading for the first quarter of the course. Students will prepare for and be required to take the Calculus AP-AB Exam at the completion of this course. ENR304 – Personal Finance SEMESTER 0.5 CREDIT Seniors Only This course is designed to teach students about financial issues they will encounter as consumers in their daily lives in the years to come. Class discussions will focus on banking, financial goal setting and planning, borrowing, budgeting, investing, insurance, career exploration and taxes. We will use a variety of online financial tools to calculate the cost of borrowing and investment growth. Current financial topics will be added as they come up to enrich student learning and understanding.
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES Science In grade 9 all students take Biology. In grades 10-12 students may choose from any other science courses that they are eligible to take according to prerequisites. *NOTE: Science AP classes are offered in rotation. During the 20182019 year, AP Biology and AP Chemistry are offered; in 2019-2020, AP Environmental Science and AP Physics will be offered. SCI105 – Biology (LAB) FULL YEAR 1.5 CREDITS Students will study the basic unit of life, the cell and the mechanisms of genetics. A complete survey is made of microorganisms, plants and animals to illustrate the great number of living things on this planet. Students will examine ecological principles, which govern the interaction of man and nature. A lab is included in which students design and conduct experiments to critically analyze data and examine the structure and function of living organisms. This is a laboratory science, which meets 7-8 times a week. SCI110 – Honors Biology (LAB) FULL YEAR 1.5 CREDITS Students will cover the same fundamental concepts but, in Honors Biology, additional challenges will be presented to students and this class will require more independent work of each student. Supplementary materials will be used to enhance the curriculum and provide challenging experiences and more opportunities to design experiments and critically analyze data. This is a laboratory science, which meets 7-8 times a week. SCI206 – Physics (LAB) FULL YEAR 1.5 CREDITS Physics is a physical science lab course for grades 10-12. Physics deals mainly with the relationship between matter and energy. Some of the topics covered in the course are: motion, forces, momentum, thermodynamics, waves, electricity, optics, and nuclear physics. Topics covered in introductory physics will be explored in more detail and at a greater depth. As a laboratory science this course meets 7-8 times a week. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I. SCI211 – Honors Physics (LAB) FULL YEAR 1.5 CREDITS Honors Physics is a physical science lab course for grades 10-12. Physics deals mainly with the relationship between matter and energy. Some of the topics covered in the course are: motion, forces, momentum, thermodynamics, waves, electricity, optics, and nuclear physics. The honors level course covers additional topics at an accelerated pace with a stronger mathematical emphasis, and also requires more independent work in inquiry-based labs and projects. As a laboratory science this course meets 7-8 times a week. Prerequisite: Algebra II, or concurrent enrollment. SCI305 –Chemistry (LAB) FULL YEAR 1.5 CREDITS Chemistry is the study of matter and energy. In this course students will investigate various principles of chemistry in a format that involves lecture, discussion and laboratory work. Students will study atomic structure, the periodic table, nomenclature, chemical equations, gases, acids, bases, and solutions. As a laboratory science this course will meet 7-8) times a week. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I. SCI310 – Honors Chemistry (LAB) FULL YEAR 1.5 CREDITS A junior level study of chemistry offered to students who have previously demonstrated their ability to work hard. Fundamentals of chemistry are covered in greater detail than in the Chemistry I course, and at a faster pace. Students will study atomic structure, the periodic table, nomenclature, chemical equations, stoichiometry, gases, acids, bases, and solutions. A greater emphasis is placed on reasoning and problem solving. More advanced topics are also studied that require a solid mathematical background. Prerequisite: Algebra II, or concurrent enrollment.
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES SCI330 – Environmental Science (LAB) FULL YEAR 1.5 CREDITS This course focuses on the quantitative analysis of how humans affect the physical, chemical, and biological functions of ecosystems. Students will investigate how agriculture and land use changes affect biodiversity, water and soils. Students will learn about global atmospheric change, including tropospheric warming and acid rain, in addition to present and future sources of energy. This course also focuses on the study of ecology: how living things interact with their physical and biological environments. Students will learn how the physical climatology of Earth creates major life zones and how minerals and rocks become sources of nutrients to plants. Students will also investigate how energy is fixed biologically and transferred through food webs, how major elements cycle, how populations and communities vary in size and diversity, and how biomes vary in basic physical and biological characteristics. SCI425 – AP Environmental Science (LAB) FULL YEAR 1.5 CREDITS NOT OFFERED IN 2018-19; will be offered every-other-year, in years when non-AP Enviro is not offered. The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. Environmental science is interdisciplinary; it embraces a wide variety of topics from different areas of study. Yet there are several major unifying constructs, or themes, that cut across the many topics included in the study of environmental science. Prerequisites: Biology; Chemistry preferred. SCI380 – Advanced Topics in Biology & Chemistry (LAB) FULL YEAR 1.5 CREDITS NOT OFFERED IN 2018-19; will be offered every-other-year, in years when AP Chem is not offered Grade 12 This course will focus and build upon the biology and chemistry courses for students wishing to continue building skills as well as prepare for college level science. In particular, students interested in pursuing the health, wellness, medical, and environmental fields will benefit from this course. Topics will include food and nutrition science, including the building blocks of biological matter and a closer look at some of the chemical processes involved. An introduction to organic chemistry and the function of organic molecules in the work around us, and toxins in the environment and their impact will also be studied. Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology, AND Chemistry. SCI420 – AP Biology (LAB) FULL YEAR 1.5 CREDITS This course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course usually taken by biology majors during their first year. The AP Biology course is designed to be taken by students after the successful completion of a first course in high school biology and one in high school chemistry. It aims to provide students with the conceptual framework, factual knowledge, and analytical skills necessary to deal critically with the rapidly changing science of biology. The two main goals of AP Biology are to help students develop a conceptual framework for modern biology and to help students gain an appreciation of science as a process. The ongoing information explosion in biology makes these goals even more challenging. Essential to this conceptual understanding are the following: a grasp of science as a process rather than as an accumulation of facts; personal experience in scientific inquiry; recognition of unifying themes that integrate the major topics of biology; and application of biological knowledge and critical thinking to environmental and social concerns. Prerequisites: Biology; Chemistry preferred. SCI430 – AP Chemistry (LAB) FULL YEAR 1.5 CREDITS This course is designed to be the equivalent of a first year course at the college level. Successful completion of this course and scoring well on the AP exam often allows students to be exempt from taking an introductory chemistry class in college; and the possibility to take more advanced chemistry/science classes. This course is intended for students who have successfully completed introductory honors chemistry and at least a second year algebra class. Students may also wish to take physics concurrently with this course (but not required). The course will place particular emphasis on applying mathematics to problem solving as well as expressing and modeling scientific inquiry. The course will provide an in depth treatment of atomic structure, chemical reactions, bonding, gas laws, thermodynamics, stoichiometry, kinetics, equilibrium, acid-base, oxidation-reduction and electrochemistry. This course includes a large lab component in synthesis with theory and lecture, for deeper understanding and inquiry. Prerequisites: Honors Integrated Physics & Chemistry, Algebra II
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES SCI415 – AP Physics (LAB) FULL YEAR 1.5 CREDITS Note: This course will not be offered in 2018-19; it is offered every-other-year. This course is the equivalent to a first-semester college course in algebra-based physics. The course covers Newtonian mechanics (including rotational dynamics and angular momentum); work, energy, and power; and mechanical waves and sound. It will also introduce electric circuits. Approximately 25% of instructional class time will be spent on laboratory experiments. No prior course work in physics is required. Geometry is a prerequisite, as is concurrent enrollment in Algebra II. Note: AP Physics 1 is a re-design of the previous AP Physics B curriculum. SCI355 - Forensics SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Introduction to some of the scientific practices involved in forensic investigation. Evaluate evidence and case studies along with laboratory procedures used in solving criminal cases and environmental issues. Integrate mathematical concepts, genetics, environmental chemistry, chemical analysis and genealogy. SCI371 – Human Anatomy & Physiology (LAB) FULL YEAR 1.5 CREDITS This course is an introduction to the terminology, anatomy, and physiology of the human body as it applies to everyday life. This course is designed to introduce students to the structures and functions of the human body, and to provide a basis for understanding how changes in structure and function can lead to injury and disease. Throughout the course, laboratory activities, projects, dissections, textbook materials, models, diagrams and clinical studies will be offered. Recommended for students interested in a medical field, research and any health or fitness related field. Prerequisite: Biology. SCI360 – Observational Astronomy SEMESTER .5 CREDIT This course is an introduction to understanding the night sky. Student will learn the relative motions of objects in our sky, and focus on how these describe the Earth's motion in the solar system. We will focus on the major points of interest in the night sky, and use current observations to deepen our understanding of these objects. The history and use of telescopes for astronomical observing will be emphasized. This course is limited in math and uses a visual, handson approach. Students will be asked to attend evening observing sessions in order to emphasize the concepts taught in class.



Social Studies Typical Sequence Modern Global History US History * American Government* Electives *Required for graduation



Electives Offered AP US History Psychology Sociology Economics Berkshire History The Holocaust American Women’s History Women in the World



SST105 –Modern Global History FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Students study the rise of modern nations in Europe and the roots of modern government from the Magna Carta to the present day. Students will study topics from medieval society to the English civil war, the French and Russian revolutions, as well as looking at the world from a more global perspective by including studies of pre- and postEuropean interaction in India, China, and Japan. Students will examine the causes and consequences of the major events of the past century, including World War I, World War II, the Russian and Chinese revolutions, and the Cold War. Students will also study the rise of nationalism, fascism, and communism as well as other cultural, ethnic, and political issues. Students will complete a research project, presentations, and read from historically appropriate fiction and nonfiction sources.
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES SST110 – Honors Modern Global History FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT The content of this course is the same as SST105 above, but the materials and activities include an intensive use of literature and primary source documentation relating to the themes of the course. Various novels will be read in conjunction with the Freshman ELA curriculum. Students will develop their research, outlining, and written expression skills by completing literary essays, a research paper, and presentations. Some of the novels used will be Animal Farm, A Tale of Two Cities, All Quiet on the Western Front, The Kitchen Boy, and Night. SST305 – U.S. History FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT This is a survey course that traces the major events and people who shaped the United States from Reconstruction (1865) to the present. An essential question is, How do past events continue to shape our society today? Students learn about how our democracy functions, what makes our economy one of the most productive in history, and how the United States came to be such an influential player in world events. In addition, we investigate the American Dream, and consider the challenges different groups in society have faced in trying to achieve it. SST310 – Honors U.S. History FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT After a review of the Colonial period through the Civil War, our class will study the effects the Industrial Revolution, the Gilded Victorian Age, and the Populist and Progressive Movements had on American life. We will analyze the causes and consequences of both World Wars, including the resulting “Cold War”. In researching the last fifty years, we’ll examine the Civil Rights and Women’s movements, the Vietnam offensive, and conclude with the global role of the US in an interdependent world. This is a challenging class involving nightly homework, extensive reading, and writing of research papers that is designed to prepare students considering AP US History. SST440 – American Government SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Juniors and Seniors Only. This semester course is designed to help students understand their rights and responsibilities as citizens in a democratic society. The central focus of the course is understanding how the US Constitution provides a framework for American government and a guarantee of the rights and freedoms of the individual at the local, state, and national levels. Students examine original documents tracing the core principles of the rule of law and limited government in England and America. Students consider past and present examples of how the balance of power between executive, legislative, and judicial branches functions by analyzing recent history and current events. The importance of a free press and freedom of expression in promoting a healthy debate is examined through newspaper & magazine articles as well as electronic media and the internet. The relationship between the United States and other nations of the world is examined. Students are encouraged to research issues important to their state, local, and national representatives, and to explore ways they can participate in the democratic process. SST410 – Psychology SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Juniors and Seniors Only This course covers in depth psychological methodology, cognitive processes, human development, as well as themes of personality, psychological disorders, and sociocultural influences. SST420 - Sociology SEMESTER Juniors and Seniors Only This course covers the basics of social interactions and societies’ patterns of behavior.



.5 CREDIT



SST435 – Economics SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Juniors and Seniors Only This semester elective is designed to introduce students to features of the US economy as a free-market economy in the context of a global market. Basic concepts of supply and demand, pricing, the business cycle, forms of business organization (proprietorships, partnerships, corporations) and the role of government are investigated. Current topics in corporate ethics, the sub-prime mortgage crisis, technology, energy-related issues, and the economy and the environment are given special attention. Essential Questions: What is a free-market economic system? What other types of economic systems exist? What is the role of government in managing the US economy? What are the economic ideas and strategies of the two major political parties in the US? SST430 – American Women’s History to 1920 SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Juniors and Seniors Only Survey course explores the contributions, achievements, and barriers women faced from early colonization through the Progressive Era. Some of the topics covered will include life in the New World, republican motherhood, slavery, the abolition movement, women’s suffrage, the Gibson Girl era, and the temperance, settlement home, and worker’s rights movements. Class meets in a computer lab and is web-based. The class utilizes numerous web based activities, period
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES artifacts, music, movies, etc. This is a class for those interested in social/cultural history and who are also curious about path of the women’s movement in the United States. SST431 – American Women’s History: 1920 - present SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Juniors and Seniors Only Survey course explores the contributions, achievements, and barriers women faced starting with the post WWI period through contemporary times. Class meets in computer lab and is web-based. The class utilizes numerous web based activities, period artifacts, music, movies, etc. Students will learn the historical/social impact of cultural icons such as the flapper, Rosie the Riveter, June Cleaver, Mary Tyler Moore, Murphy Brown, etc. We also will study the women’s movement of the 1960s and 70s, Roe vs Wade, Title IX, and other notable legislation and events of the period. This is a class for those interested in social/cultural history and who are also curious about path of the women’s movement in the United States. SST432 – Women in the World SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Juniors and Seniors Only This course is designed to introduce students to the field of women’s studies. In the class, students will learn about the status of women throughout the world and will explore human rights violations/bias as well as the resources being developed to counteract oppression. Emphasis will be placed on the role that culture, economics and political systems play in defining women’s role in society. The class is run seminar-style and involves class discussion, web-based work and reading novels for group discussions. SST445 – Berkshire History SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Juniors and Seniors Only The course will be a survey course looking at the many aspects of the history of Berkshire County and examining how Berkshire County interfaced with United States History. The course will look at geography, economics, demographics as well as history in order to better understand the impact that the community around the student has had on the nation that they live in. SST450 – The Holocaust SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Juniors and Seniors Only This survey course looks at the history of the Holocaust of the 1930’s and 1940’s but also examines the correlation between these events and others like the Armenian genocide during World War I. The course will begin by looking at post World War I Germany, the rise of the Nazi regime and the events that took place through the end of World War II in 1945. The course will also examine the Holocaust through art, poetry, music and other forms of varied media. SST455 – World Geography: Around the World in 90 Days SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Juniors and Seniors Only Geography, history, religion, culture and current events are covered on a continent-by-continent basis. SST315 – AP U.S. History FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Advanced Placement US HIstory seeks to prepare students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those of full year introductory college courses. Students will be given the opportunity to: -Assess historical materials. -Weigh historical evidence and interpretations to form a "point of view". -Arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment. -Communicate those ideas both orally and in written form. -Research and create many term papers, book reviews, and oral presentations. Prerequisite: Honors US History or permission of instructor.
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES World Languages



WLA100 – French I FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT In this beginner or near-beginner course, students will develop a foundation in listening, speaking, reading and writing French. Students will play games, do exercises, and speak frequently in class so that the focus is on application and realworld practice. Along with language skills, we study French culture as well as the geography of the many Frenchspeaking countries of Europe, Africa and America. This is a daily homework course. WLA105 - French II FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT The four basic skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing French are further developed with emphasis on reading and writing at a more advanced level. The students acquire deeper knowledge of linguistic structure and verb tenses. Students will play games, act out dialogues, and speak in French frequently. Exercises and activities are supplemented with readings, music, movies, video, and other authentic aspects of French-speaking cultures. This is a daily homework course. WLA110 – French III/IV/AP/V FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT This multi-level course may be taken for consecutive years; it will follow a rotating curriculum. Students will read a fulllength novel, participate in frequent conversations in French, and deepen their knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. Students will play games and enact real-world situations in order to strengthen their mastery of the material. Students will study current events in francophone areas and write summaries, stories, and compositions in French. This course may be taken as an AP or non-AP class, and it is a daily homework course. WLA200 - Spanish I FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT The primary objective of this course is to give students a foundation in the four basic language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing Spanish. The text used is Ven Conmigo I. In addition, the course emphasizes learning about the culture of the people of the Hispanic world - including Spain, Latin America and those in the United States. This is a daily homework course. WLA205 - SPANISH II FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT This course reviews and extends the skills begun in Spanish I. The text used is Ven Conmigo II and is supplemented with other texts. The student will be presented with more advanced study of the grammatical structure of the language and verb tenses. The student will also study the customs and values of the Hispanic world. WLA210 - Spanish III FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT This course is designed to further the development of the Spanish language through a comprehensive review of the basic grammatical elements. The emphasis is on verb mastery, practical vocabulary and the active use of the language through reading and speaking. The text used is Ven Conmigo III and it is supplemented with various authentic materials. WLA215 – Honors Spanish IV FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT This honors-level class follows a pre-AP curriculum taught entirely in the target language. Students will make a more intensive study of all forms of the language including the following: speaking, reading on sight, writing on various topics, building vocabulary, studying more complex grammar topics, Hispanic culture, and reading authentic texts from literature and cultures. They will also be expected to do in-depth research of cultural aspects of the Hispanic world as well as study more advanced grammar structures seen at the college level. Textbooks are used and supplemented with novels, films, and authentic articles/clips. Prerequisite: A grade of 75 or better in Spanish III.
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES WLA220 – Honors Spanish V / AP Spanish FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT This class follows a rigorous curriculum taught entirely in the target language. Students can be expected to read, write, speak, and listen with limited use of a dictionary. They will also be expected to do in-depth research of cultural aspects of the Hispanic world as well as study more advanced grammar structures seen at the college level. Students will choose in the fall whether to seek AP credit or not; those taking the course without AP credit will receive Honors credit for the Spanish V course. Prerequisite: A grade of 80 or better in Spanish IV. Exceptional students may progress from Spanish III into AP Spanish with teacher recommendation. WLA300 – Cinema in the Spanish-Speaking World SEMESTER .5 CREDIT This class is taught entirely in the target language. Students will make a more intensive study of all forms of the language including the following: speaking, writing on various cinema-related topics, building cinema-relevant vocabulary, and reading authentic articles to support the study of various Spanish language films. They will also be expected to do in-depth research of cultural aspects of the Hispanic world. Films and authentic articles/clips are used as the base for instruction and discussion. Prerequisite: A grade of 75 or better in Spanish III. WLA310 – Advanced Conversational Spanish SEMESTER .5 CREDIT This class is taught entirely in the target language. Students will make a more intensive practice in oral communication at an advanced level. Students will engage in thorough Spanish language pronunciation practice, oral reports, debates, and skits, featuring current trends and contemporary situations. They will be expected to do in-depth research of cultural aspects of the Hispanic world. Instruction will be supplemented with authentic articles, online resources, and video clips. Prerequisite: A grade of 75 or better in Spanish III.



Health & Physical Education Typical Sequence Health 9 PE and Health 10-12



A Health / Physical Education course is required each year.



Qualified seniors may sign up for Senior Varsity Sports if they will participate in 2 varsity sports.



HPE105 –Health 9 ALTERNATING DAYS .5 CREDIT The Health course will inform students about a variety of Health related topics such as stress management, building positive character and self-esteem, goal setting, nutrition, substance abuse prevention, and human reproduction. The course will also assist students in evaluation of current levels of physical fitness in the areas of muscular strength and endurance, flexibility, body composition, and cardiovascular fitness levels. HPE250 – Physical Education 10-12 ALTERNATING DAYS .5 CREDIT Physical education activities provide our students with an abundance of team, dual and individual sports, and education information needed to enjoy an active lifestyle during high school and beyond. When possible, there will be a choice between competitive sport activities and recreational fitness activities. This course is taken during grades 10, 11 and 12. HPE400 – Senior Varsity Sports .5 CREDIT Seniors who do not wish to take HPE250 and will be participating in 2 varsity sports may register for Senior Varsity Sports instead to earn their senior year physical education credit.
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES The Arts



Art Drawing & Painting I - III Sculpture I - III Portfolio / Independent Studio Art Art History (The ISMs) Altered Art / Mixed Media Fine Arts Intern



Music Band Chorus Protest Music World Drumming



Other Drama Production



DRAWING and PAINTING These courses focus on building fundamental drawing and painting skills – designed to introduce the basic elements to students with little or no experience. Students will explore a variety of artists, art history, art processes and materials. Exercises and projects become more complex as students work through each course level and are expected to develop increasingly complex ideas, understand the mediums, apply the elements and principles of art and design and are challenged to translate concepts into visual images that work. Willingness (effort + motivation) to get involved in the creative process is a more important requirement than the student’s talent. A personal sketchbook purchased by the student is required. HUM150 – Drawing & Painting I SEMESTER .5 CREDIT This course is aimed at teaching the most fundamental drawing skills. Like learning scales and keys in music, in this class we will cover the building blocks for great drawing. Students will learn basic techniques such as contour drawing, shading, controlling tones, building layers and constructing compositions using drawing materials including graphite, charcoal, marker, oil pastel, colored pencil, watercolor paint and acrylic paint. We draw from life, a collection of inanimate objects arranged together in a specific way, as this is the best way to learn drawing – in addition we will also mine for material via the internet, books, videos and museum/exhibition visits. HUM151 – Drawing & Painting II SEMESTER .5 CREDIT This course is aimed at building on the skills learned in level I and provides an opportunity for students to expand on the drawing and painting concepts acquired there. Emphasis is placed on experiences with design principles, drawing techniques and painting skills leading to the development of abilities that are necessary for advanced art courses. Students are given more in-depth problems to solve creatively while becoming more adept through a broad exposure to various media. We will hone our skills with line and value but also explore local value concepts, one and two-point perspective, and ideas for creating the illusion of depth working with detail. We will further explore using basic shape and lines to understand the basic form of an object. Students will learn more sophisticated approaches to color mixing, value scales, and more varied techniques for applying paint. We will work with limited color palettes and extended color palettes, etc. Prerequisite: Drawing & Painting I. HUM152 – Drawing & Painting III SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Geared toward intermediate – advanced students, this course introduces students to classical and contemporary drawing and painting, techniques and concepts, with emphasis on the understanding of its formal language and the fundamentals of artistic expression. We will study and research major painting styles and movements in historical context. Painting from still-life, landscape, and life models from observation for realism; at the same time, various other painting styles are explored with the hope that students will use this global approach to develop a “critical eye” in evaluation of contemporary painting. Color theory, linear perspective, compositional structure, figure/ground relationships, visual perception, spatial concepts, and critical thinking skills will all be emphasized extensively. We will investigate concepts such as portrait drawing, drawing people, intermediate perspective, landscape drawing, and rendering. These classes are designed to take your drawing to the next level and help you develop your ability to capture structure, value, and form in your drawing. Prerequisite: Drawing and Painting II.
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES SCULPTURE: CERAMIC and 3D DESIGN Learn to hand-build basic ceramic forms! Decorating, glazing and firing techniques will be covered. Emphasis is on developing a personal sense of form using sound fundamental skills. These courses will introduce students to the fundamental sculptural processes of addition, subtraction and substitution. The focus will be on students executing, understanding and discussing quality craft, successful composition, productive conceptualization and creative problem solving. Students will explore various sculptural methods including ready-mades, found objects, craft materials, plaster construction, assemblage and clay. A $10 material fee per ceramics class, for materials taken home, is required. HUM160 – Sculpture: Ceramic and 3D Design I SEMESTER .5 CREDIT This class focuses on key clay hand-building techniques including pinch, coil, and slab construction, plus surface decoration and glaze application – as well as offering an opportunity for students who wish to create three-dimensional art to explore the elements of form using a variety of materials such as clay, plaster, paper, foam, etc. Students are encouraged to explore individual styles while producing a diverse body of threedimensional work. Instructor provides individual guidance for all levels of experience. Willingness (effort + motivation) to get involved in the creative process is a more important requirement than the student’s talent. HUM161 – Sculpture: Ceramic and 3D Design II SEMESTER .5 CREDIT A more in-depth practice of sculpture in a contemporary and historical context. A series of directed projects will address various material and technical processes such as construction, modeling, and carving. Students will more fully understand the process of working with clay and a variety of other materials to construct threedimensional works of art. By the end of the course, students will have developed a strong understanding of essential principles of contemporary sculpture and have acquired intermediate skills and knowledge of materials and techniques. Instructor provides individual guidance for all levels of experience. Prerequisite: Sculpture I. HUM162 – Sculpture: Ceramic and 3D Design III SEMESTER .5 CREDIT In this upper level class students move on to broader artistic concepts – abstraction, content/narrative and presentation. Techniques include surface treatments, traditional and non-traditional. Students will be expected to have formed an awareness of conceptual and critical issues in current sculptural practice, establishing a foundation for continued training and self-directed work in sculpture and other artistic disciplines. The emphasis of this course focuses on understanding and applying the aesthetics, processes, form, and function of the 3D form. Competencies will include technique, craftsmanship and the expressive potential of materials, related to various processes and aesthetics of the finished object. Students will develop a vocabulary specific to the mediums they work with. Instructor provides individual guidance for all levels of experience. Prerequisite: Sculpture II. HUM230 – The ISMs … Understanding Art (Renaissance – Modern) SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Juniors and Seniors only. This course is a historical guide with studio work corresponding to a wide range of “isms.” From the isms of the Renaissance to the isms of now, it gives a practical introduction to all the significant isms that have shaped art history. For each ism, there is a definition, an introduction to the topic, lists of key artists, key words, and key works as well as suggestions of other isms that the student might be interested in. Students are encouraged to think of styles as useful tools for conversation and exploration and to relate to the art itself. The purchase of a sketchbook is required. No prerequisites. HUM231 – Altered Art / Mixed Media SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Juniors and Seniors only. Mixed media tends to refer to a work of visual art that combines various traditionally distinct visual art media. For example, a work on canvas that combines paint, ink, and collage is considered “mixed media" work. The term “mixed media art” is a broad definition that covers many arts and crafts, including collage, assemblage (both 2D and 3D), altered objects, including books and boxes, handmade greeting cards, artist trading cards and tags, art journaling and book making. This course is designed to explore a variety of media and techniques that will extend the boundaries of what has been a more traditional drawing experience in previous courses. Personal expression and the relationship between scale, media, and image will be examined in a variety of formats and techniques. Students will be encouraged to experiment in ways that will depart from the norm of what has been traditionally thought of as the art of drawing. Sources and examples by artists from the past, as well as the present, will be used to direct the students in this class toward inventive solutions for the assigned projects. The term “mixed media” includes paints, papers and board of all
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES descriptions, glues, buttons, fabrics, found objects, photos, metal bits, fibers, things from nature, inks, pencils, crayons, markers, pastels and polymer clays, to name a few. Prerequisite: Foundations of Art, or Drawing + Painting I, or Ceramics I. HUM250 –Portfolio / Independent Studio Art FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Juniors and seniors only. May be taken two years. The Art Portfolio is the culminating experience in the LMHS Art Department. The course is devoted to all aspects of conceptualizing and preparing a major work and/or series of works. This is a desirable course for any student wishing to develop a portfolio for college or for their own personal accomplishment. Students work on their projects independently throughout the fall and early spring semesters, working at their own pace and selecting their own subject matter. The instructor gives constructive feedback and insights to help complete projects along with group and individual critiques. This course focuses on the relationship between idea, form and material. Students will be required to produce a series that explores one specific idea, concept, personal or social issue of their choice. Emphasis will be placed on the unity of the body of work being produced as well as on clarity, craftsmanship and presentation. Attention will be on experimentation, the improvement of technical skill, and creative problem solving while developing personal style. Students will be continually encouraged to expand their artistic ideas while creating their own project goals such as making a painting of horses or painting a portrait of a family member or learning to paint landscapes in a new medium. The purchase of a sketchbook is required. Prerequisite: Permission of Instructor. HUM260 – Art Internship FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Interns assist the teacher with students in classes, including project set-up, creation of project examples, use of supplies, project execution, art work display, and art room clean-up and organization. You may only intern in a class that you have already taken. Prerequisite: Permission of Instructor. HUM300 - Band FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Open to students in grades 9-12 who play a musical instrument. This class will include rehearsing and performing musical works from a variety of composers, time periods, and cultures. Emphasis will also be placed on expanding technical and musical abilities on the student’s primary instrument. Students who are interested in band, but do not play an instrument must see the instructor before enrolling. HUM310 – Chorus FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Open to students in grades 9-12 who like to sing. This class will include rehearsing and performing musical works from a variety of composers, time periods, and cultures; with and without accompaniment. Emphasis will also be placed on expanding singing, listening, and blending abilities using the voice, and sometimes other instruments. ENR235 – Protest Music SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Sophomores, Juniors or Seniors. Fulfills a social studies elective. Open to students in grades 10-12. What do Bob Dylan and Tupac Shakur have in common? This class will explore the role that music and musicians played in major protest movements in American history, including Woodstock and Vietnam, the Civil Rights Movement, and current events. We will do lots of listening, watching historical footage of events and performances, discussing, and debating. Students will also have opportunities to choose listening examples for the class. ENR240 – World Drumming SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Sophomores, Juniors or Seniors Open to students in grades 10-12. In this class we will play drums from a variety of places, including Africa, Latin America, and Japan. Students will learn basic drumming techniques and how to play in different styles. This is a hands-on class that will include playing drums every day. It’s an active and interesting way to learn about different cultures. ENR400 – Drama Production .5 CREDIT Juniors or Seniors who have taken part in two different drama productions at LMHS can apply for ½ credit for Drama Production. This fulfills the Arts requirement.. See your guidance counselor for information.
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES Technology & Related Electives



TEC140 – Coding: Computer Science FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Sophomores, Juniors or Seniors - Fulfills Technology Requirement This course serves as an introduction to computers and the study of managing and processing information. Knowledge of personal computers, operating systems, and programming skills to control operations are taught. The emphasis is on solving real world problems by means of computer programming (software engineering). Students will learn an introduction to the Java programming language integrated with Lego Robotics NXT programming. Some topics include data types and variables, classes and methods, control structures, graphics, Object Oriented Programming, and the ethical and social implications of using computers and the Internet. TEC150 - AP Computer Science A FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Juniors and Seniors Only - Fulfills Technology Requirement Computer Science A emphasizes object-oriented programming methodology with an emphasis on problem solving and algorithm development and is meant to be the equivalent of a first-semester course in computer science. It also includes the study of data structures and abstraction. TEC201 – Yearbook: Publishing & Design Semester I SEMESTER .5 CREDIT TEC202 – Yearbook: Publishing & Design Semester II SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Sophomores, Juniors or Seniors - Fulfills Technology or Art requirements – Students may repeat these classes. Students who become part of the yearbook staff are responsible for the creation of the Lee High School Echo yearbook. The first semester students set the theme and templates and send the first two sections to the publisher. Second semester students complete the yearbook submission to the publisher as well as the spring insert, which includes prom and graduation. Yearbook has four areas of focus: business, writing, photography, and layout. Included are great opportunities to get out and talk to people from our community! TEC135 – Virtual Business SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Seniors Only - Fulfills Technology Requirement Virtual Business is a multi-player capable, software-based simulation that teaches introduction to business, entrepreneurship, management, and supervision. As entrepreneurs starting their own business, students will find a location for their business, choose a form of ownership, hire and supervise employees, find and keep customers, and use insurance to manage risk. TEC500 – Video Production SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Sophomores, Juniors or Seniors - Fulfills Technology Requirement The major emphasis of this program will be student participation in writing, producing, directing, and electronically editing a video production. Students will learn how to combine the traditional Skills of interpretation and expression in video production with technical skills. Students will demonstrate technical expertise in camera usage, editing, formats, and studio production. Students will be able to technically and artistically produce a video program, both taped and live. TEC505 – Video Production II SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Sophomores, Juniors or Seniors - Fulfills Technology Requirement Students with get more in depth with video techniques. There will a major focus on advanced editing and studio productions. Students will learn all about lighting for indoor and outdoor shooting. Students will learn about multicamera shooting, switching, and advanced video effects.
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES TEC120 – Digital Photography I SEMESTER .5 CREDIT TEC121 – Digital Photography II SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Sophomores, Juniors or Seniors -Fulfills Technology Requirement or Art Requirement. This course is for anyone who wants to create compelling, professional-looking photos. Students will learn the basics of composition, color, and layout before moving on to technical topics such as working with layers and masks, and adding special effects. At the end of this course, students will have created a variety of original projects for their portfolios. This class is designed to introduce beginning photographers to the basic techniques of digital photography. TEC100 – Computers for College and Careers FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT Open to Grades 9-12 - Fulfills Technology Requirement In a world increasingly dependent on technology – whether it is in the home or the workplace – this class is for those wishing they had better understanding of basic computing skills. The topics covered are typing, Microsoft Office, as well as Google, digital graphics and photography. Students who took Computer Projects in prior years may not take this course. TEC105 – Graphic Arts and Media SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Sophomores, Juniors or Seniors - Fulfills Technology Requirement or Art Requirement In this course students will explore the fundamentals of advertising and graphic design. Students will use Photoshop and Microsoft Publisher. Students will explore critical reflection on the social, political, and cultural impact of American mass media. We will use hardware (i.e. computers, digital camera, and scanner) and software (Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop) to learn creative ways to express ideas. Topics explored such as race, gender, politics, and commercialism require a mature audience. TEC107 – Animation SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Fulfills Technology Requirement, or Art Requirement This course will use Adobe Animate and Adobe Illustrator to explore the animation process. We look at the history of moving images, principles of animation, and current trends in motion graphics in the media. Projects include frame by frame animation, animated gif, stop motion animation, and rotoscoping. TEC320 - Woodworking SEMESTER .5 CREDIT This course may be repeated. This course is designed to introduce students to concept and design, material selection, cost analysis, manufacturing process, marketing and service topics. Areas of study will include wood and metals, transportation, communication, manufacturing, energy, force and motion. Taking the course a second time will provide a more in-depth study of concepts and design, material selection, cost analysis, manufacturing process, marketing and service topics. TEC300 – Drafting I SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Fulfills Technology Requirement Students will have the opportunity to explore the various aspects of the drafting industry. Many problem-solving activities and creative design problems will be used to research areas such as: careers, use and care of drafting equipment, geometrical construction, lettering, orthographic projection, steps used in design, dimensioning, pictorial drawing and architectural drawing. There will also be an introduction to computer aided design. TEC305 - Drafting II SEMESTER .5 CREDIT Pre-requisite - Drafting I Fulfills Technology Requirement Students in this course will create and draw a residence of their own. Areas to be covered include room planning, floor planning, foundation plans, elevations, detail plans and sections, plot plans, perspectives and a model structure of their residence. Students will use computers with Auto Cad to design and draw a house of their own design. Students will create drawings, organize their work, edit, scale and plot their drawings. Students will also develop advanced skills in storing data, sophisticated editing tasks and work with complex line types, splines, curves, ellipses and hatching. TECH307 – Drafting III: Independent Study Students can arrange to continue their drafting study through an independent study. Permission of the instructor is required, and a time to complete the work must be mutually agreed upon. CARPENTRY PROGRAM The carpentry program is a three-to-four-year sequence of courses which prepares students for careers in constructionrelated fields by developing their skills in building construction techniques. Through classroom projects, and actual “live” work, student learn such skills as installing roofs, windows, and doors; framing; constructing footings and
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES foundations; and all aspects of house construction. While developing these skills students move through the different phases of project planning including blueprints, estimating costs and creating material lists, creating work schedules, and completing tasks on time. The first year program focuses on safety (including OSHA certification), tool usage, and introductory techniques. The second year program builds upon these skills. TEC401 – Carpentry I Grades 9, 10



FULL YEAR



1 CREDIT



TEC402 – Carpentry II Grades 10, 11 – Prerequisite of Carpentry I



FULL YEAR



1 CREDIT



English as a Second Language



ELA501 – High School ELL: Levels 1-4 FULL YEAR 1 CREDIT This course is for students who need assistance accessing the English language in their academic coursework. Lower level students may take this in lieu of a standard English class, but most students take them both in conjunction. Coursework includes: Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening. The main focus is on social and instructional language at the lower level and academic language needed for science, math, history and English classes. American culture is learned through practices, products and perspectives, with a comparison to their own native culture. Students do most work through vocabulary building, current events, and organized writing practice. Students may sign up for more than one period of this course each day, depending up on their ELL plan.



Internships Program Objective The internship program is an individualized career education opportunity that offers students hands-on experience and insight into a particular profession. It is coordinated and supervised by the school counseling department. Students receive credits based on the number of hours they spend at the worksite. In order to be eligible for an internship, students must have an approved site and completed contract handed in at the before they begin work at the site.
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDIES In-School Internships An in-school internship is an internship that takes place on the Lee Middle and High School or Lee Elementary School campus for one period every day. Students are graded on a Pass/Fail basis and receive one elective credit. Examples of this type of internship include: • • •



An upperclassmen who was a successful math student helping out in a freshman Algebra class A student who wants to be a physical education teacher working in an elementary or middle school PE class A student who is thinking of going into special education working in a classroom with students who have special needs



Out-of-School Internships An out-of-school internship is an internship that takes place at an off-campus site for two periods every day. Students are graded on a Pass/Fail basis and receive two elective credits. Examples of this type of internship include: • • •



A student who is looking into early childhood education going to work at a day care center A student who hopes to go to culinary school working in a restaurant A student who wants to be a mechanic working at a garage



Requirements for Internships In addition to the time spent on the worksite, students must complete assignments each quarter to earn a passing grade and credit. The assignments will be posted on each student’s Naviance Family Connection page, and will include completing a work-based learning plan, reflections on personality and career assessments, and other assignments to enhance the internship experience. For more information about internships, contact your counselor.



Support Classes Based upon results of standardized testing, teacher recommendation, and other information, some students may be assigned to various support classes, particularly in English Language Arts and Mathematics, including (but not limited to): Literacy Lab Support Center Math Lab English Support Academic Support
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