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New renovations completed for new school year By Kathy Zerbib Towards the end of the last school year, the school approved new renovations to various facilities around campus. These areas include the teachers’ lounge, Rawley Hall, the gym, and several academic buildings. The L building air-conditioner project is one of the major changes made to the school. Now, teachers are able to control the room temperatures in each separate room, rather than sharing the same system with each other. This six-week process cost about $1.5 million out of the total $2 million spent on school renovations. “We stayed under budget,” Director of Counseling Services and Facilities Julia Howelman said. “We want students to appreciate their school and have pride in Granada.” Though this may seem like a huge bill, administrators and staff believe the renovations were necessary changes. In addition to the L building’s renova-



tions, the H building roof restoration was completed during the summer. Drains were also added to the C building walkways to relieve standing water on the roof, thus extending roof life. Rawley Hall had new carpets and seats installed. It has better wheelchair accessibility, as well. The school has also redone part of the cafeteria area for faculty and students. The lounge has been retiled, repainted, and features several couches, and a TV. The entrance to the cafeteria has been moved to the side of the building to allow for faster serving of students, and a small corner outside is dedicated to quick purchases. However, not all students are content with the changes the school has made. “I wish the school hadn’t taken out the hash lines,” senior Arielle Reback said. “I don’t like waiting in the long cafeteria line for my food and the line looks like it has twice as many people now.” Additionally, both the large gym and the small gym have improved their floors and



painted the tiles in school colors. All interior walls and P.E. offices have a fresh paint job, while new bleachers were installed in the large gym. A new scoreboard is also being planned. In addition to renovating the gyms, the restrooms in the large gym were made ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act)



By Jane Pyeon The school is currently in the authorization process to become an International Baccalaureate (IB) World School to offer the IB Diploma Programme. On September 19, there will be an authorization site visit team at school that will interview students, parents, staff, and teachers. The school is hoping to implement the program next year. Students may choose to take the full IB Diploma Program or they may choose to take an IB certificate class, which is a single IB course similar in credit to an Advanced Placement (AP) class. Unlike the AP program, the IB program is internationally recognized and taught in a different way and in a different environ-



ment. Whereas an AP class has a set curriculum, an IB class is based on a student’s research and their developed opinion. The program is open ended and the classes are discussion based. Students who decide to take the full program receive a diploma at the end of the two years that may be worth about 30 college units depending on the college. This information can be accessed at www.ibo.org/country/US. In the Diploma Program, there are six subject groups: studies in language and literature, language acquisition, experimental sciences, the arts, mathematics, and individuals and societies. Students must choose one class from each group.



“The idea is that you become very well rounded with your arts, music, and language skills and develop high-level critical thinking skills and a global perspective,” Academic Programs Coordinator Judie Baumwirt said. As part of the curriculum, students must write an extended essay, take the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) class, and take part in the Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) program. The extended essay is a two-year-long independent research paper where students choose their own subject. TOK aims to help students express their own opinions on what they have learned in their coursework as well as their classmates’ perspectives. “You also learn to understand and respect



compliant. Two million dollars later, the school is now looking to its students to take proper care of the new upgrades. “We’ve given the students all these new improvements with the goal of improving the learning environment. Now it’s up to them to maintain it,” Howelman said.



Jane Pyeon / The Plaid Press



New renovations: Left, new bleachers were added to the large gym. At right, the new cafeteria interior design includes a mural and salad bar.



School moves towards review of future IB program



the other peoples’ opinions, and once you do, you’ll have a frame of reference to realize that every country, culture, and people have merit and value,” Baumwirt said. The CAS program allows students to learn and have fun outside of school. This program helps students by expanding their world view. For the IB classes, there are external and internal exams. The external exams are similar to AP tests in that they are sent to external graders. The internal tests are graded by the teachers and then sent out for further assessment. This program is rigorous and does require a lot of work, but the variety of classes available present opportunities to students who wish to access a unique way of learning.



School makes office and KUWG to become After administrative changes Hours Activities course By Shilpa Bhongir and Ahra Cho In an effort to create a more productive academic environment, the school has implemented several new changes in the administrative system. The newest adjustments include rearrangements in the counseling office, a diversified set of academic programs and methods, and reassignments of administrative duty. Of these new changes, the modification to the counseling system has been one to receive much attention. The school hopes to increase collaboration among students and staff by assigning new caseloads to the counselors, which are intended to better serve the growing student body. Additionally, the counseling arrangements have been tailored to support a wide array of academic programs, such as Humanitas, Global Business and Finance (GBF), Global History of Ideas (GHI), and Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM). The variety of new programs has prompted the administration to search for new classrooms and teachers that help each program more successfully educate the students. Eight new teachers have been added to the school’s campus in response to an expanded school curriculum and an increasing number of students that request certain classes. The new teachers and class variety are part of the school’s goal in providing every student with “the best designed lessons that ensure optimum learning,” Executive Director Brian Bauer said. Furthermore, physical rearrangements have been made in order to administer the



new wide-ranging changes. Room A6, which had been previously occupied by the Activities Office, is now the Academic Programs office. The Activities Office is now located across the hall from the Counseling Office. Both rooms underwent renovations that better suits the duties of each respective office. In conjunction with these reassignments, a new administrator, Jennifer DaCosta, has been appointed to oversee the school’s on-line program. DaCosta has already appointed four qualified mentor coaches that will support the students in the online program. On the other hand, the Director of Accountability and Technology, Pat Givant, has retired from the school. Her position has been replaced by a Chief Operating Officer (COO). The position has been recently filled by Jennifer Avant Eustice, formerly of Palisades Charter High School. “The COO will supervise and support many of the school’s operational functions and the managers who oversee each of these areas. This change will allow the administrative directors to focus more on the instructional program,” Director of Instruction Dilmit Singh said. The new adjustments were made to provide high quality educational program and experience for the students. All the changes, taken as a whole, have set new goals for the school in the coming years. “We’re focused on our accreditation review this year, earning the IB certification, strengthening our already strong school to career programs, and ensuring that our students are respectful, informed and engaged citizens of the 21st century,” Bauer said.



By Fatima Castaneda Changes in the school budget have caused Keeping Up with Granada (KUWG), the broadcasting journalism class’s production, to become an afterschool activity. Visual and Performing Arts teacher John Crossley explained that LAUSD limited their funding on specific programs, including the Career and Technical Education (CTE) classes, which the broadcasting journalism class was a part of. “The CTE lost a lot of funding and lost a lot of programs; [the school is] trying to make it all work, and money is tight,” Crossley said. In addition to a lack of funding, broadcasting and journalism had very few students. School officials felt that they should give core classes a greater priority since many new students are attending Granada this school year. Although the class closed, KUWG will continue in the future through the After Hours Activities (AHA) program. “One of the goals of the AHA program is to give students an opportunity that they would not get otherwise; it makes it easier for us because we don’t have the same constraints on the number of students,” Academic Program Coordinator Indra Ciccarelli said. Although KUWG will continue, the students in the broadcasting journalism class are disheartened the class was cancelled, especially since some will not be able to



participate in the production of the broadcast afterschool. “I am very disappointed, [broadcasting journalism class] was the one thing I as looking forward to this year. The class had already started making segments and other stuff and suddenly, on the first day of school, we had to drop the class,” senior Norma Espinoza said. Even though the class has been removed, school officials have made a special effort to make sure KUWG will continue to air in the future. “We think it’s very important that the student voice is heard. As long as we have an opportunity for the students to continue the broadcast whether it be during a class or afterschool,” said Director of Instruction and Professional Development Connie Dunn. Despite the school’s tough economic situation, KUWG will continue to air which shows Granada’s determination to give students a voice. Senior Marlee Hansen said, “I feel bad for the kids that can’t be in broadcasting journalism. It’s too bad that they can’t have that class all of a sudden. But at least they can still try being in KUWG afterschool.” Although some are disappointed, KUWG will still continue to inform and entertain students. “I think it’s just a sign of [the] times and hard decisions have to be made, and I guess this is one,” Crossley said.



Congratulations and good work! Our API score rose five points this year to 876!
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Editors-in-chief convey innovation and creativity “I Am Granada”



By Shilpa Bhongir and Ahra Cho After many years of delivering exciting stories and layouts, The Plaid Press has much to live up to this upcoming year. Our staff hopes to not only surpass the expectations of last year, but also to create a newspaper that will set a trend for many years to come. This year, we strive to achieve a new caliber of writing that features intriguing articles, and to make changes to improve the overall look and quality of the newspaper. We will present interesting stories in an appealing and exciting way for students and staff members. We hope that our contentoriented stories will make our readers more engaged in the school and society at large. Taking on the role of true investigative journalists, we hope to find out information such as the school’s latest renovations, changes with administration, and even new microwave additions that directly affect our student body. The excellent writing staff makes it possible for The Plaid Press to publish such inquisitive articles. Our members are eager to report their best work in every section, whether it be including pertinent facts in our News section, highlighting the latest trends in Feature, or having a chance to express their own views in Opinion. Our goal is to reach a sense of professionalism in both our original, eye-catching layouts and our dynamic stories. We believe that it is our duty to bring together engaging visual with meaningful content in order to present a polished publication. The first step towards this goal is our latest change to the masthead, found on the front page of the newspaper. This new header is more aligned with conventional newspaper styles, and meets our aim of a simplistic, yet captivating, design. Along the left hand column of the front page, we will also include a preview of the



month’s issue. This section will highlight our main stories and emphasize the variety of articles that the staff worked to publish. Moreover, the newspaper, as a whole, has adopted a new layout for our articles that accentuates the story headlines. We want to bring attention to the superb articles that our writers dedicate much time and effort in producing. Our journalism staff members have an ambitious agenda for each issue. In order to carry out all our responsibilities, we must emphasize promptness. Writers and editors will make every effort to meet all deadlines so that other members are not affected by any delay. With stricter deadlines, we will utilize our extra time to proofread and polish our pages. We want to be able to present our best work possible in every upcoming issue, and the efforts of the editors are pivotal in achieving this goal. Overseeing both our editors and writers, is our extremely helpful advisor, English teacher Melissa Mason. With her great artistic sense she serves as our source of advice and guidance for the direction of our newspaper. As The Plaid Press prepares for a new year filled with engaging and captivating stories and layouts, we hope that you, the reader, can also help. Therefore, we ask for our readers’ help in pointing out faults, congratulating our success, and giving suggestions. Our members love hearing feedback, both positive and negative, from the students and staff. This kind of concern and support will help us immensely and allow us to further improve. The Plaid Press hopes that our innovative manner sparks a newfound interest for our newspaper. Our writers, editors, and advisor will always demonstrate hard work and determination so that this year turns out to be another great one.



James Powel / The Plaid Press



College fair informs students of higher education opportunties By Lorena Ramirez On Saturday September 24, the school will be hosting the College Fair, which will allow students to directly speak with a wide variety of college and university representatives. The fair provides information about scholarship opportunities, SAT Prep classes, and application requirements. There will be representatives from USC, UC-Irvine, CSU Pomona and many more. The College and Career Office has been preparing for the annual college fair since the start of school. The event will be held on campus where representatives from schools and scholarship organizations can provide information about college financial aid. “The fact that it’s being held here is beneficial to the students. We’re also offering informational workshops on the UC system, the CSU system, testing and entrance exam workshops and tips,” counselor Liora Shvartz said. Additionally, Peer College Counselors (PCC), students who work alongside college counselors, are working hard to confirm representatives from 32 schools and plan to add several more. During the fair, there will



be 45-minute workshops throughout the day. These workshops will guide students through the different requirements for each of the university systems while explaining the application requirements that have changed since last year. While college requirements have increased and acceptance rates have become more competitive, PCC’s and the College Office offer a variety of opportunities and assistance regarding colleges. “I think the college requirements have gotten a lot harder, but I think that’s good because it encourages people to try harder and not just get by with the minimum grade requirements. Granada does offer many A.P. classes and pushes us to challenge ourselves,” sophomore Diana Ramirez said. PCC’s are available in the College and Career Office throughout the day and students are able to request a summons from the counselors, Sarah Abdelhamid and Liora Shvartz. They will assist students with their school-related issues and guide students through different opportunities. With college requirements changing yearly, it is never too early to start preparing for the future.



Photo Courtsey of Alexia Mackey



Mackey,with other members of Global Village, help to build homes in Ireland



Mackey helps build homes for the poor with Global Village By Gabby Koek Not many students can say they have traveled to a foreign country where they have not only gained insight on another culture, but also helped rebuild the communities there. However, junior Alexia Mackey is one of the few who can. On a summer trip to Northern Ireland, Mackey did more than tour the lush Irish landscape. As a part of Global Villages, an organization of volunteers striving to rebuild communities overseas, she built homes for those who could not afford houses with insulation and heating. Mackey said her family chose to travel to Ireland because they are of Irish descent and wanted to experience the Irish culture. She learned how Irish people eat and about the traditional river dance, both of which add to the rich culture Mackey hopes to continue to explore. Her trip gave her an opportunity to learn about her culture as well as help those in need. “It makes me happy to improve people’s lives when they really need it,” Mackey said. The 16 year old also received a peace keeping training in which she learned about the Troubles. The Troubles was a time of political and social conflict in Ireland, and although the turmoil has been mostly settled, there is still tension between people of opposing viewpoints. Some of the homes Mackey worked on went to those who continue to face social tension from the Troubles.



Mackey saw the issue in Ireland as an important chance for people to learn from. This “conflict could relate to anything in other parts of the world,” she hopes people can learn from the Troubles to prevent future conflicts. In addition to becoming aware of the conflicts in Ireland, Mackey also gained a new perspective on the history and culture. She found that the Irish “always have connections with the rest of the world,” and she would like to make theses worldly connections as she continues to travel and explore other cultures. Furthermore, Mackey also wants to continue to volunteer because it does more than benefit the community. “Volunteering gives me something to do with my spare time and it builds confidence in yourself; it’s really a win-win situation for everyone,” Mackey said. The Global Village experience also gave Mackey the chance to build relationships with people she met from other parts of the United States and Canada. “The feeling of family within the team made the experience more worthwhile,” Mackey said. The new friendships and perspectives will follow Mackey for the rest of her life. She hopes that people in the community will notice her contributions. “People like that someone as young as me actually cares about the environment and about volunteering and helping people,” Mackey said.



inbrief



Back To School Night 9-15-11



Don’t forget to remind your parents that back to school night is next thursday from 6:30 p.m to 8:30 p.m



School College Fair 9-24-11



The school will be hosting the college fair on saturday Sept.24, where there will be variety of college representatives and opportunities to learn about scholarships and more!



Club Rush 9-30-11



Club Rush will be held on Friday, Sept.30 during lunch. Those interested in joining any of the school’s numerous clubs are encouraged to sign up during this time.
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E-readers: Techies E-mproving Books



By Sophia Shin In the 1960’s, millions of mathematical problems became condensed into something called a calculator. In the 1980’s, thousands of hand-written pages became concentrated into something called a Microsoft Word document. And recently, hundreds of books have been compressed into something called an e-book reader.   New inventions like the calculator and Microsoft Word grew in popularity because they were convenient and effective. Now the young, contemporary ebook reader joins the others as a ground-breaking new invention.   E-book readers (e-readers) are portable electronic devices that are used to read e-books or digital publications. The price of one of these e-readers generally ranges from one to two hundred dollars. As expensive as they may seem, these e-readers definitely pay off in the long run. Since everything involving these devices is digital, no ink or paper is used. Millions of people can read millions of books without killing a single tree. For a community trying to “go green,” e-readers are pretty nice to have around. Then again, the problem that many students face is damage to the e-readers. One way to help prevent damage is to get in-



surance or at least a case for these devices, because cracking the screen will destroy the e-reader. The words will become illegible and the e-reader, along with all of those ebooks, will be finished. Despite concerns about its screen, the e-reader is conveniently light and portable. Students can carry around one of these 5 to 20 oz devices in their backpacks instead of two or three hundred page books. Actually, these e-readers can even download textbooks like SAT prep books. A search function even helps students find specific quotes and chapters in a matter of seconds. Books certainly will not get lost (unless you lose the e-reader itself ) because they are all in one convenient location. And if you cannot find the book you are looking for, a search function on the menu page exists for that issue as well. The only problem with this function is that in certain e-readers, such as the Kindle, the keyboard’s keys are small and typing is slow. No matter how quickly a person types, the screen only shows one letter every few seconds. But all of that lost time can be recovered, since finding a book is quick and painless. Online stores (which are built into the e-readers) are easy to use and books are



Ladies and Gentlemen, Start Your College Engines Hey Granada Seniors! Don’t let “Senioritis” get to you! Here’s a quick outline of these upcoming months to help you stay on track and focused!



October 23 - ACT With Writing test



September 9- last day to sign up for October SAT



November 8 – Last day to sign up for December SAT



September 17 - Registration deadline for October ACT With Writing test



November 20 – last day to register late for December SAT



September 21- last day to register late for the October SAT



November 1- UC application opens November 5 – SAT Reasoning and Subject Test November 5 - Registration deadline for Dec. 11 ACT with Writing test



November 24 – November SAT dates available November 30- UC Application is due



September 24-College Fair at Granada



December 3 – SAT Reasoning and Subject Test



October 1 –SAT Reasoning and Subjects Test



December 11 - ACT With Writing test



October 7- last day to sign up for November SAT



December 22 – December SAT scores available



October 20 – October SAT scores available



January 1 – MOST schools have their Common Application Due



October 21 – Last day to register late for November SAT



*Check what schools you apply to for exact dates



delivered almost instantaneously. There’s no such thing as: “Please wait five to seven business days for delivery.” In fact, because there is no delivery cost, the e-books become even more affordable than books.  In terms of affordability, these e-readers are difficult to beat. Ignoring the difference in cost of digital versus hard copies and the difference in shipping costs, online public libraries even allow readers to download and read e-books for free. E-book stores have lists of the most popular free texts, and classic texts like The Scarlet Letter or



Crime and Punishment are usually free.  E-readers make the finding, reading, and buying parts of a book more convenient and more cost-effective. Marian Wright Edelman, an American activist, said, “ Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving your community and world better than you found it.” Since books advance education and ereaders improve books, e-readers should advance education and make the world better.



Procrastination: The School-wide Epidemic Spreads By Fernanda Velazco There is one “disease” that spares no one. It can come at you at any time, and will catch you at your weakest point. To the average person, it is known as procrastination. To seniors, procrastination is a large part of “Senioritis”, a disease that also includes symptoms of laziness and sluggishness. However everyone is affected by this plague to some degree or another. Since it is the beginning of the year, a lot of us have a resolution to avoid procrastination and to make this year better than the last. “I have always had a really bad habit of procrastinating. I am a really hard worker, but I also tend to procrastinate. When I know I have to do something I come up with a schedule in my head, but I always end up leaving my work until the last minute. This year though I have decided to break this curse,” said junior Maral Margossian. If you’re like me however, by the end of November you start letting things slide, homework magically disappears, and the night before a test is usually an “all-nighter.” Procrastination usually starts when there is a long time before a project, homework, or test. Therefore the procrastinator believes everything is under control and that there is more than enough time to finish his/her deadline. “When teachers give me three months to do a project, I feel fine. But I always



end up procrastinating,” senior Crystabel Anaya said. The truth is that teachers give you so much time for tests and projects because they know there is not enough time to complete it the week or the night before it is due. Although it may seem “nerdy” to start an essay or a project the day it is assigned, teachers always give you just enough time to complete your assignment and do it well. If you have fifteen days until an essay is due and you know that you can write it in three days, you may leave it until those final three days to finish it. However during these last three days you are stuck and have no freedom. You must finish it. What if family spontaneously drops by during those final days before the deadline? What if you’re invited to the date of your dreams? What if your favorite artist comes to town and your best friend scored sold out tickets? You’re trapped. There’s no way out of the essay and/or project and now you missed out on the family fun, the dashing date, and the crazy concert. Thankfully California Polytechnic State University has found the cure to end this pandemic. According to the Academic Skills Center at Cal Poly, in order to stop procrastinating you must realize “you are delaying something unnecessarily” or purposefully putting something off.



Next you have to list the reasons for your delay. Cal Poly found that multiple people are afraid of doing a project incorrectly, or think that their essay is too hard to write. They also found that people think they are too busy or do not begin assignments because they have low self confidence. Third, you must overcome the reasons for your delay. For example, if you think you are too busy, you should write out a list of all the things that you do in your day that are less important, such as watching television. Lastly, you must begin the task. Yes, be-



gin the task. Cal Poly suggests starting off doing small parts of the task at a time. If you need to write a research paper, you could check out some books one day and actually look through them the next day. They also suggest modifying your environment. If you can’t study at home, find a place where you can study. Peer pressure can also come in handy at this point. If you tell everybody that you are absolutely going to finish your essay tonight, then they won’t bother or distract you. (It is also always helpful to have people send encouraging words your way.) Also, you should use a good friend as a positive role model. If you have trouble concentrating, study in the presence of somebody who doesn’t have trouble. “I procrastinate a lot. I wait until the last minute for everything because I usually have a lot of homework and I don’t have time to do it all. However I still get A’s,” Freshman Natalia Anaya said. Although sometimes procrastination can lead to good grades, it is never fun to have the pressure of working on something last minute. Now that you understand how procrastination works, you probably also understand that only you can reduce its ability to invade your life. You will achieve more freedom and greater personal self-satisfaction and although you may still procrastinate, you will be able to catch it and resolve the problem much more quickly.
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Problems of the past: racism in today’s society By Eiman Kazi With a student population of around 4,300, the school is one of the most diverse schools in California. It has people of different ethnicities and religions which contribute to the school’s rich culture. Although this diversity is a blessing, it sometimes results in racism and a development of prejudice among the student body. Last April, a former student encountered racism while walking to 6th period, as two girls in a very direct manner were commenting on the appearance of African Americans and stereotyping them as ugly. The girl, who is of mixed ethnicities including African American, felt personally attacked although the comments were not referring to her specifically. The incident proves that racism continues to remain a prevalent issue in society, as people fail to accept other groups because of their differences. “Human beings have a tendency to be critical towards others who are not like them, and the less informed we are of other people, the more prejudice we are,” School Social Worker Barbara Ackermann said. Most racism results from ignorance because people are oblivious to other cultures and religions. Specific groups tend to interact with people who are of the same ethnicity or religion, thus isolating them from other types of people. “Some people tend to only make friends with their own kind of ethnicity. It is a shame that there are people who lack acceptance and do not take the time to learn about other cultures,” Junior Victoria Ke-



ossian said. The issue of only associating with one group of people can be seen throughout history. For example, the Inuit Eskimo tribe in Alaska referred to their kind as “the people” and outsiders were not considered “the people.” A similar situation occurred in Arabia as well, as Shias and Sunnies developed animosity amongst each other because they had different beliefs. When people do not interact with different groups, they rely on stereotypes and generalizations to make an assessment of various ethnicities. “People base their opinions off of stereotypes and do not take the time to get to know a person on an individual level. I am an African American, yet I am an exception to the stereotypes. It is unfair to judge people without getting to know them,” sophomore Michelle Kalu said. In this diverse school, with people of various decent including Asian, Hispanic, or European, people can relate to the injustice of stereotyping and ignorance. Acknowledgment and appreciation of all cultures and people is stressed through clubs and activities on campus. The school does not tolerate racism or discrimination of any kind as stated in the Student Handbook. “People tend to categorize Muslims with terrorism, yet they do not realize that the word Islam itself means peace. This proves that people lack the proper knowledge and understanding of the world’s cultures and religions,” junior Maksim Saxon said. In order to thwart racism throughout our school and community, people need to take the time to learn about different eth-



nicities and religions, and develop an open mind to all types of groups. This can be as simple as making a new friend or joining a club. “Learning how to interact with other people who are different expands our horizons. By talking to different groups of people, we actually realize how similar we truly are,” Ackermann said.



Thus, taking the time to make a friend different from you, and learning about his/ her ethnicity can be beneficial. It helps people to appreciate the fact that the world consists of so many cultures and groups of people. Respecting other people’s cultures and beliefs is the first step towards minimizing hatred among society. 



Demographics at GHCHS 2010-2011: Information from School Profile



Google Plus: changing the game of social networking



By Melanie Uemura When in doubt, Google it out. Google, the most popular and well known internet search engine is so commonly used that people have turned “Google,” into a verb, and simply advise others to, “Google it,” whenever answers or advice are needed. Google has already captured the loyalty of millions of people worldwide through its efficient, quick, and user-friendly functions. . Google now wishes to expand its success into the social networking realm as well. Google Plus, the Google team’s newest endeavor, seeks to, “make connecting with people on the web more like connecting with them in the real world,” according to the Google Project Page. Google Plus has basic social networking features such as sharing, video chat and



regular chat, as well as special interest pages, and groups. However, the people of Google put their own spin on each feature, updating the typical functions. Instead of publicly “sharing” posts with the entirety of friends connected to one’s account, Google Plus establishes an option called “circles” which allows the user to categorize and group individuals. The user can separate personal friends, from business associates, close friends from study friends, and create “circles” based on shared interests. Google Plus also introduces, “Sparks,” which automatically pulls up articles and interesting videos pertaining to the personal interests listed on one’s profile. The user can easily share these “Sparks” with individuals who share interests. Google Plus also aims to make online



chatting less of a hassle by including the “Huddle” feature, which enables group chat. With this function, users can get ideas across, and converse as a whole, instead of with just one person at a time. Google Plus distinguishes itself from all other social networking sites on the internet through these upgrades, which are intended to make networking more personal and realistic. Google Plus is still in its initial testing phase, and is currently accepting only a limited amount of users. To join the site you must be “invited” by a member of Google Plus. If you are interested in signing up for it at this very moment, good luck getting that invite. If not, stick around and wait until Google Plus becomes more publicly widespread throughout the public.
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Online dating sites become a trending topic



ONLINE LOVE: Over 20 million people around the world look for love online. By Kathy Zerbib In this new technological era, online dating is a celebrated and low-cost way for hopeful individuals to find everlasting love. Popular matchmaking sites such as Match.com and eHarmony.com have ignited the rave for online relationships, leading to over 20 million people seeking love over the Internet, according to “The



New York Times.” Many agree that cyber-dating, though not considered as personal as traditional dating, is a huge time-saver for workaholic romantics and ideal for connecting with others through personality. Senior Nicole Ocfemia said, “Online dating is a great idea for people who aren’t really as self-confident in person. You don’t



By Sean Bujarski No matter where we go we can never seem to escape it. We go to the movies, and see them staring right at us. We sit down to watch television, and suddenly we see an advertisement for another of their life draining shows. Of course I am talking about the newest obsession in the media: the assault of vampires and werewolves amongst other supernatural beings. Recently, they are dominating all forms of visual media and while this may seem great for all the “Twilight” and “True Blood” fans, this stifles creativity in an area that is already running out of ideas. According to Listal and IMDB, in the past ten years alone, four separate television shows have aired on various networks that mainly revolve around vampires or werewolves. As much as I may dislike the fact that this obsession is moving faster than Edward Cullen through a forest, it makes



perfect sense. After all, according to IMDB, “Twilight” made $382,133,300 worldwide, not counting all the revenue from merchandising. That is an awful lot of pocket change and a large incentive to make more supernatural movies and television shows. But what is wrong with wanting success? Certainly I cannot yell at the studios for wanting to make a lot of money any more than I can yell at the Wolfman for being abnormally hairy. The problem arises when people become obsessed with the genre. At that point, writers start to abandon creative or innovative movie ideas in favor of more traditional scripts of teenagers with supernatural issues. Not to mention the fact that it is far harder to think of an entirely new monster than it is to take a bunch of southern people, slap fangs on them and have them drink fake blood from a can. The problem extends further than that. Hollywood has literally run out of new ideas for vampire shows or movies. I know this seems shocking. Vampires are immortal beings that kill people, how could they possibly run out of variations of that? For example, in 2010 the vampire movie “Let Me In” was released. On paper, this movie was one of the most original takes on a vampire movie short of “From Dusk Till Dawn,” but that is only half the story. What is less often mentioned is the fact



see a person’s imperfections as soon as you meet them online.” Matchmaking sites guarantee promising matches for just about anyone, at least ages 18 and over. Simply fill out several hobbies and interests, these sites ensure, and someone with similar information will be lined up for you. But perhaps the concept of online dating is not as flawless and carefree as it is thought to be. The process can take up much time, though no real physical dating is involved. After all, browsing the computer for a girlfriend or boyfriend is just as timeconsuming as sitting in a mall looking for potential dates. Also, online dating sites usually do not run background checks on users of their websites. Therefore, revealing personal information to an unknown person is never a wise idea, especially when the other person’s identity is uncertain. Placing trust into those met over a dating site is not the best decision, though users must submit to this condition when



attempting to find love online. On the other hand, meeting someone over the web can be more relaxing for those not comfortable with social interaction. The awkward first encounter between two people is less intimidating over the Internet. Even if someone is rejected from an interaction, the rejection itself becomes impersonal because of its informal manner. However, an informal introduction through an MSN chatroom is far less memorable than an accidental rendezvous at the local supermarket. The conventional romantic encounter is robbed from relationships that blossom from an online dating site. “Even though I think that these sites are good for people who really want to find love, I’d rather have a relationship that started in a more romantic way,” senior Naomi Weisz said. But, according to eHarmony, with a marriage rate of almost 236 members per day, it is clear that cyber-dating has indeed become a popular American trend.



Hollywood bleeds the supernatural world dry



Netflix increases prices



By Shiva Jafaripour Remote? Check. Comfy couch? Check. Food? Check. Netflix? Not check? It looks like Mom has disconnected Netflix due to the recent price increase in the streaming and DVD packages. The once $9.99 monthly unlimited DVD and streaming plan is now $15.98, or $7.99 for each individual service. According to “The Los Angeles Times,” Netflix is a popular corporation with 22.8 million customers. The 60% increase on movie prices, however, is angering and turning away previous and potential users. Many people claim that the higher prices are not worth the quality of service that Netflix offers. “The movies that are being streamed are a little boring, and raising the prices might seem unfair to customers, but that’s just business,” senior Lukasz Jedrasik said. The company needs money to continue sending out DVD’s for rental, but users have complained about Netflix streaming movies that are not up to date and consist of pointless story lines. “Everything Netflix does is with extensive research and testing and analysis, so [the company] expected some people to be disappointed,” said company spokesman Steve Swasey. The public has also complained about



deception on the Netflix website. The frequently asked questions portion of the website only mentions questions about the $7.99 plan, not the $15.98 double deal. There is a good reason for that. Netflix is trying to promote their streaming movies service while driving attention away from DVD rentals because of high expenses, according to gadgetlab. com. “Netflix is under enormous pressures from the content owners to write bigger and bigger checks [to rent out DVD’s]. It had to find the money from somewhere,” Research director for digital media Arash Amel said. Netflix wants the public to choose streaming, so would that result in alternate DVD-rental companies rising ahead of Netflix? “There may be other things like Blockbuster around, but the arrival of Netflix pretty much threw them into bankruptcy,” sophomore Mona Kalantari said. With millions of Netflix supporters, and only thousands of people dropping their plans, the company still stands as one of the top movie services. They insist raising prices is not going to cost them many subscribers; it will only provide better experiences for the public.



that “From Dusk Till Dawn” is actually a remake of a Swedish film called “Let the Right One In,” released in 2004. On the other end of the vampire singularity spectrum are those who try to make their blood-thirsty predators too different, and end up competely destroying their image in the process. A prime example of this is “Fright Night.” In its attempt to break the mold of angsty vegetarian vampires (I’m looking at you “Twilight” and “Teen Wolf ”), decided to make its vampire the ultimate killing machine. Don’t believe me?



Watch the trailer for “Fright Night” for five seconds and you will see more people die than the entire “Twilight” series combined. Even if you do not agree with these premises, and I would be thoroughly surprised if you did, the central idea still stands. There are thousands of monsters and creatures from mythology or the mind of some crazy writer that could warm our hearts or make us scream in terror better than Scott from “Teen Wolf ” or William from “Underworld Evolution.” All these supernatural creatures need is a chance.
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Borders closing: a loss to the new generation By Chelsea Green With forty million Rewards members strong in 2010, Borders seemed like a colossus, a remarkable force of books and customer service that could only be knocked away by some supernatural power. Now it is a sad sight. Clearance signs are taped everywhere, and many sections are in complete disarray. So, what happened? In a farewell letter to customers, Borders cites “a rapidly changing book industry, the eReader revolution, and a turbulent economy” for its downfall. Disappointed readers can now look to Barnes and Noble, Amazon.com, and online sites to buy books. But, it won’t be the same. Buying a book online means less browsing, no comfy bookstore sofa chairs, no children’s section with stuffed animals, no bookstore coffee shop. The experience will be cold and technological without friendly staff greetings or the possibility of running into friends. Online bookstores have designed book shopping to be as fast as the click of a mouse. Borders designed book shopping to be the ultimate experience, turning a stressful day into a fulfilling one. “If you don’t necessarily have a specific book in mind to buy, then bookstores help



you explore your interests. Online bookstores just aren’t the same way,” junior Neil Kapoor said, calling the loss of Borders “devastating.” Although online bookstores also categorize their books (Politics, Fiction, Cooking, etc.), they lack the “walk around” experience. Strolling down the aisles allows customers to spot books they may not have normally seen or intended to search for. Browsing online tends to make the process a lot more tedious though, as anyone who has searched Google Books knows. Often, the site only allows a limited preview of the book, or in worse cases, a “Snippet view,” offering only a glimpse of a couple sentences. Buying a book online means taking a huge risk. You never know what you’re going to get. At a bookstore there aren’t any annoying restrictions as to how much a customer reads, allowing customers a feel for what they are about to buy. In fact, Borders encouraged browsing. Until recently, comfy sofa chairs invited customers to sit down and read to their hearts’ content. This kind of hospitality will now be displaced by uninviting strategies to force customers to hurry up and click “Place in My Cart.” Luckily Barnes and Noble, another



popular bookstore chain, is still open, but it still doesn’t have nearly as many locations as Borders did. The nearest store to the school is in Woodland Hills, and if a book isn’t in stock there, the next nearest stores are in Calabasas, Studio City, and Burbank. That is a far cry from the close Borders location at the Northridge Mall. So, with the death of this mighty book



giant, Borders, comes almost a historical significance. Will there be any bookstores left in 50 years? Will there even be books, or will everyone read with eReaders? In any case, speaking for 40 million Rewards members and book lovers everywhere, the days of the bookstore will forever be treasured and missed. Goodbye, Borders.
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OUT OF BUSINESS: All  Borders  stores  will  close  by  the  end  of  September,   leaving  readers  stunned  and  the  book  industry  changed  forever.



Classroom seating charts gone wild for learning



By Sean Bujarski On the first day of class we Granada students all behave in a very specific way. We walk in, praying not to be the first kids of the year to be called on, and sit as far back in the class as possible. But what if there was no back of the class? Where do we run to hide from the teacher when there is no one to hide behind? This is the very question that a number of people are asking this year as they are put into classes with unconventional seating arrangements. By abandoning the conventional class set-up in favor of circular or ovular set-ups, teachers are hoping to allow students to take greater control over the class discussions. While I’m all for giving power to the people, these new seating arrangements may not be the ultimate solution to solving



the problems that plague this educational system of ours. The answer then, as is always the case, is to compromise. For classes where subjective answers are encouraged, use the unconventional seating arrangements that encourage discussion. Meanwhile, classes that focus on exact answers should continue to use the conventional seating arrangement. At its most basic principle, having students sit in a circle does have an actual advantage in regard to starting class discussions. As English teacher Fritz Smith, known for arranging his class in an oval referred to as the “Harkness table,” said, “All of the people…can see the eyes of the people they are talking to.” This aspect of seeing everyone in the classroom does have a powerful effect on



one’s willingness to speak in class. It is very surprising how much more willing students are to talk in class when everyone in the group sees and treats each other as equals. Moreover, the ideals behind this new arrangement are noble. We students are an intelligent bunch of people and we do have the ability to teach one another and provide new insight on how to approach a problem. This is something that the circular seating arrangement encourages brilliantly. “Rather than simply having beliefs spoon-fed to you, Mr. Smith’s unique organization of his class leads to students formulating their own opinions,” senior Joshua Issler said. However, this is where the main fault of this new system lays; it only works for those classes in which answers are open to subjectivity, such as English. As smart as we are,



Students show zero pep for zero period



By Gary Zhang Everything seems still. Hunched backs. Blank stares. Droopy eyelids. Pale faces. Lethargic motions. An echoing voice known as “the teacher.” Words that take forever to process. It’s seven o’clock in the morning, and zero period has just started. Normally, zero period is reserved for special classes combining zero and first period, such as AP Biology, AP Chemistry, and band. This year, some Advanced Placement classes, including AP Literature and Composition, AP Government/Economics, and AP Calculus BC are also now available for zero period. In fact, many students were unexpectedly put in these classes even if they did not choose to enroll due to limited availability. However, zero period and high school students do not go well together. Zero period is better kept to special classes, and the only students who should be there are those who are willing to go the extra mile for those classes. The majority of students just cannot, do not, and will not wake up that early to go to class at 6:55 A.M.. It is a fact proven in science. In a 2005 article by Martha Hansen in “The Pediatrics Journal,” data from one test showed that reaction times for students were almost twice as slow in the morning than in the afternoon. Calculated vigor from student self-ratings were around 50 percent higher in the afternoon than in the morning. Moreover, the paper states, “Students in early morning classes reported being wearier, being less alert, and having to



Drawing by Gary Zhang



the vast majority of students would not be able to teach themselves how to do Calculus. Those who can are a very rare exception and usually mess up the grading curve for the rest of us. In a situation such as a math class or a science class, seats are angled towards the teacher and the white board for a reason, because the teachers correctly evalutate problems the vast majority of the time. Try as they might, many people are unable to teach themselves these difficult subjects as well as a teacher, who went to college to learn specifically how to make the subject more understandable to students. Despite this complaint, I do feel that this is a positive first step towards changing our education system for the better. After all, there is a reason that Issler says, “Mr. Smith is among my favorite teachers.”
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expend greater effort.” Hansen’s paper concluded that while adolescents have special needs for development that are directly related to their sleep cycles, school schedules are forcing adolescents to lose sleep. I am sure we all expect classes to be of equal difficulty no matter what period. But if students in an early morning class cannot perform well or have to put in more effort, the result could end in worse scores on tests than students in the same class during the afternoon. Zero period also causes a time imbalance, as it does not meet on Tuesdays. This combined with the sleepy state of students means some extra effort is required to teach zero period. Math teacher Chris Ancheta, who teaches zero period AP Calculus BC, also noticed the effects of early morning classes. “Students aren’t used to it. You’ve got to



get them up and moving,” Ancheta said. Families also have a hard time adjusting to zero period classes. Senior John Okahata was unexpectedly put in a zero period AP Economics class. “My dad would have to drive me to school, then wait an hour and then drop my sister off for school and then go to work. It just didn’t work with my family’s schedule,” Okahata said. Okahata’s mother also found zero period unreasonable. “She thought it was weird that school is starting so early, and thought it would make me more tired than I already am,” Okahata said. Tired is exactly what zero period is making students. Tired is unhealthy, and health is the argument that carries the day. For the sake of health and convenience, zero period classes should only be for those willing to come early in the morning and put in the additional effort.
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New soccer coach brings excitement



James Powel / The Plaid Press



IT’S UP, IT’S GOOD: The field goal unit takes it’s reps, perfecting the game winning score. The players are in the zone, and are preparing for an exciting season.



Kicking off: 2011 football preview



By Shiva Jafaripour The star wide receiver effortlessly catches the ball and runs at the speed of light towards his goal: a touchdown! With sweat dripping down his face, his whole body exhausted, he passes the white line. The crowd goes wild, overwhelmed that they have finally won the championship. This year Granada’s varsity football team hopes to be that championship winning team. The team is composed of 29 seniors, who have worked together the last four years, and have already put their best foot forward. “The team is really strong this year. They have worked so hard and give so much to the team,” coach Billy Parra said. They have bonded during zero period



weight training sessions and hour long after school practices, becoming stronger with each meeting. After a 4-6 record in the 2010 season the team returns with a new resolve. “I personally do not care for the wins or loses because all we can do is look forward to what is in front of us. That is what we have been doing and it turned out perfectly: we made playoffs,” senior, Captain and quarterback Joshua Szin said. Making the playoffs for the first time in six years definitely makes up for the team moving down from Division one to Division two, in which they ranked number one. “It does not matter if we’re Division One or Division Two. We’ll play against anyone who lines up against us,” Szin said.



Regardless of this change, the team plans to give 110% on the field. “This season the team is going to be a show to watch. With all of the experience and brotherhood we have accomplished in these past four years under the same supportive coach, we can only expect greatness for ourselves. It is just time to leave it all out on the field and work to put Granada back on the map,” senior captain and linebacker Victor Rabago said. Granada should be prepared to witness an outstanding season for the new school year. “Our philosophy is four quarters of GHCHS football. Win, lose, or draw, we are going to play hard and stay together. I just want these kids to win because they truly deserve it,” Parra said.



By Fatima Castaneda This school 2011 the girls’ soccer team has a brand new coach: Jose Leon. All his life, Leon has demonstrated a deep passion and love of soccer. He began playing soccer at age seven, and over the span of fifty years he has fully developed the necessary skills to coach and teach the sport. As a teenager Leon played for the Mexican second division team “Irapuato.” “I wasn’t [on a soccer team] for a long time, I was just being a kid,” he said Later he moved to the United States, where he continued to show his passion for soccer. He has coached for several high schools, including Hart and Golden Valley. Although new to the school, Leon has already shown the team his determination for soccer. Varsity soccer player and senior Nicole Thompson said, “I think he’s a great coach, and I like the way he runs practices.” Leon also says that he has enjoyed coaching for the Granada team and is excited for the season. “I love Granada, the girls’ team has a lot of pride, they are very unique. I’m very happy that I’m coaching here,” Leon said. Together with his expertise and years of experience, Leon will help the team improve and try to win the CIF (California Interscholastic Federation) cup. However, he says that winning the cup is completely up to the girls. He believes that they could only win with dedication and teamwork. “I think he will do a very good job because he is going to whip us into shape, and help us improve greatly,” Thompson said. He also hopes to teach the team his personal motto. “My goal is to teach the girls that soccer is about pride, respect, and hard work,” Leon said.



Athletics Dept. launches website
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ARIAL ATTACK: Quarterback and senior Josh Shizn sends a strike to one of his wide recievers as the Highlanders prepare for the 2011 season.



First report: protecting our players By James Powel This has been a sad summer in high school football throughout the nation. Five student athletes and one assistant coach have died due to heat stroke or heat induced illness during the record heat wave in the south. Isaiah Laurencin of Mirimar HS (FL), Tyquan Brantley of Lamar HS (SC), Forrest Jones of Locust Grove HS (GA), DJ Searcy of Fitzgerald HS (FL), Dustin Snow of Wauseon HS (OH) as well as 55 year old Defensive Coordinator Wade McClain of Prestonwood Christian (TX) all died during preliminary practices. They gave everything for the game they loved and yet died from something that simple common sense could have prevented. Any coaching staff’s main responsibility is to put the players in the best position to win. This includes keeping players safe. But what happens when a coach does what he is told to do, but what he is told to do is not enough? A common misconception is that heat stroke is primarily caused by dehydration. 



Though dehydration is a part of the problem, heat stroke is defined by the Mayo Clinic as “[a] condition that occurs when [the] body temperature reaches 104 degrees F.” In 100 plus degree temperatures, cooling off is not possible. The player would need to be submerged in a cold bath to lower his core temperature to 98 degrees. The essence of competition is also a factor. A coach will pull an athlete out of practice for his own protection. But, the athlete may put himself back into drills before it is safe for him to do so, not because they are reckless but because they do not want to be seen as soft or to lose a starting job to someone on the field. Fortunately, the school Athletics Division is ahead of the curve in protecting its student athletes. All coaching staff are required to have first aid training, which is far beyond the California Interscholastic Federation requirement which only mandates head coaches have training. Athletic Directors Rick Charles and



Norm Holloway are at the forefront of safety. They actively monitor practices. “If there is an oversight by one adult someone is there to catch it,” Charles said. This past summer the school spent $7,000 to obtain professional model “Cool Zone” misting fans often found on collegiate and professional sidelines. Nurses are on staff at all home games and the Athletic Department is currently searching for a new trainer after the departure of Health Teacher Shawn St. Sauver. No national organization can mandate one and it is left to state federations to amend bylaws to make medical staff mandatory. Therefore, there is no federal or state funds for athletic support staff or athlete care. Due to constant district budget cuts, many schools are losing athletic programs, let alone the adults and faculties to protect students. Yes, certain luxuries are expensive and may be cost prohibitive, but safety is not. 



The athletics department has launched a new web experience for Highlander sports fans. At http://www.ghchsathletics. com, Scots can find scores, news, interviews and all things Highlanders. 2010 football highlights, audio broadcasts, rosters and season previews are live. For those looking to be a part of the Highlander Sports family ghchs.com is the place for tryout and meeting info. Ghchsathletics.com is your source for all things Highlanders
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