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Susan Collins' brother arrested GOP candidate's eldest brother charged in $1 million drug case John Ripley Of the NEWS Staff . Bangor Daily News ; Bangor, Me. [Bangor, Me]29 Sep 1994. ProQuest document link



ABSTRACT (ABSTRACT) In late August, [Peter Arno] monitored a meeting between Collins, undercover agents and confidential informants in which Collins allegedly negotiated for the delivery of the marijuana. During the meeting, Collins allegedly agreed to pay nearly $1.3 million with a $200,000 down payment. In April 1976, Collins escaped from a New Brunswick jail where he was serving an 18-month sentence on charges that he possessed and intended to sell amphetamines. Collins was nearly caught in New Jersey 10 months later, when he was arrested after a state trooper found 17 pounds of marijuana in a car in which Collins was riding with two others, but he escaped into nearby woods. Around that same time, Collins was believed to be a member of the Statewide Alliance for Correctional Reform, a group known as SCAR that pushed for convicts' rights. A month after his escape from New Brunswick, police raided a Portland apartment hoping to catch Collins, but he wasn't there. It is uncertain whether Collins was still a fugitive when he was apprehended on the drug charges.



FULL TEXT BANGOR -- The eldest brother of Republican gubernatorial nominee Susan Collins has been charged with possession of 1,000 pounds of marijuana after being arrested in a $1 million sting operation. At a late-morning press conference Wednesday, U.S. Attorney Jay McCloskey announced that Michael F. Collins, 44, of Winthrop was charged in a federal complaint with possession of the marijuana with intent to distribute. The complaint, which was filed Sept. 7 in U.S. District Court in Bangor but sealed until the investigation was completed, also names Joseph D. Lattin, 42, as a co-conspirator. Although Michael Collins is a sibling of Blaine House hopeful Susan Collins, McCloskey stressed that the candidate had no knowledge of her brother's alleged activity. "We have every reason to believe, and the evidence shows, that Michael Collins acted alone in this activity in regard to his family," McCloskey, a Democrat appointed by President Clinton, told reporters. McCloskey said a grand jury is expected to return an indictment against the pair soon. Meanwhile, Collins and Lattin remain free on bail. The complaint alleges that Michael Collins discussed the purchase of marijuana Aug. 26 in South Portland in a sting operation. On Sept. 2, he allegedly delivered $20,000 in cash to an undercover Drug Enforcement Agency agent in Augusta. Four days later, he allegedly delivered $140,000 in cash to a DEA agent in Bangor asa partial payment for the 1,000 pounds of marijuana. Lattin, the complaint alleges, drove to Bangor on Sept. 6 to pick up and transport the marijuana once it was delivered. In an affidavit, Bangor police Detective Peter Arno said the investigation began in March, when he learned that Collins allegedly told an undercover U.S. Customs official that he was trying to arrange financing for 1,000 pounds of Mexican marijuana to be delivered and sold in Maine and New York. Collins allegedly told the agent he intended to distribute about 300 pounds of the marijuana in Maine himself, and that a partner would sell the remaining 700 pounds in New York. In late August, Arno monitored a meeting between Collins, undercover agents and confidential informants in which PDF GENERATED BY SEARCH.PROQUEST.COM
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Collins allegedly negotiated for the delivery of the marijuana. During the meeting, Collins allegedly agreed to pay nearly $1.3 million with a $200,000 down payment. "Collins indicated that he was currently supplying his New York associate-partner with marijuana that Collins derived from a trafficker in Boston, Mass.," the affidavit stated. Also during the meeting, Collins allegedly said that his partner was a member of a marijuana collective consisting of four or five other traffickers who operated in New York City. The group, according to the affidavit, obtained the drug by the ton and stored it in a New York City warehouse. Collins reportedly said he made routine trips to Portsmouth, N.H., to conduct drug business with his associate. By Sept. 1, the deal was coming together, when Collins allegedly told undercover officers he was ready to complete the transaction. They met again the next day at The Senator Inn in Augusta and agreed to make the exchange in Bangor on Sept. 5 or 6, with the marijuana loaded in a pickup truck. A little after 10 a.m. Sept. 6, the undercover agent met Collins at the Holiday Inn on Main Street in Bangor. Collins allegedly gave the officer a bag containing $140,000 in cash, and they discussed the remaining payments and details. Shortly afterward, other undercover agents loaded the back of the pickup with the marijuana and drove it to the Holiday Inn on Odlin Road in Bangor, where they were to meet Collins at 12:15 p.m. Before the meeting, however, the agents had disabled the truck so that Lattin could not leave. When Lattin couldn't start the truck, he got out and lifted the hood. The agents moved in, and Lattin and Collins, who was in another truck, were arrested. If convicted, Collins faces a federal prison term of 10 years to life, and fines of up to $6 million. Lattin faces a possible prison term of five to 60 years and a $3 million fine. Susan Collins is the second major political candidate this month whose campaign was jolted by a sibling caught with marijuana. On Sept. 8, Rosemary Baldacci, the sister of Democratic congressional candidate John Baldacci, was summoned in Bangor for possession of a small amount of marijuana. Michael Collins' arrest is the latest chapter in a long history of run-ins with police and drugs. In April 1976, Collins escaped from a New Brunswick jail where he was serving an 18-month sentence on charges that he possessed and intended to sell amphetamines. Collins was nearly caught in New Jersey 10 months later, when he was arrested after a state trooper found 17 pounds of marijuana in a car in which Collins was riding with two others, but he escaped into nearby woods. Around that same time, Collins was believed to be a member of the Statewide Alliance for Correctional Reform, a group known as SCAR that pushed for convicts' rights. A month after his escape from New Brunswick, police raided a Portland apartment hoping to catch Collins, but he wasn't there. It is uncertain whether Collins was still a fugitive when he was apprehended on the drug charges. The spokesman for SCAR 18 years ago was Alan R. Caron, who is now director of communications for Democrat Joseph Brennan, one of Susan Collins' gubernatorial rivals. Caron did not return telephone messages Thursday. Although Susan Collins is not close to her brother -- and last spoke with him during a family gathering a month ago -- Michael Collins' arrest threw her already faltering campaign off balance Wednesday. "I was very shocked and saddened to learn today of the charges against my brother Michael," the candidate said during a hastily called press conference at her Bangor headquarters. "I would point out this is a matter for the courts and not the political process." Collins said she first heard about the arrest Wednesday morning, although she suspected something was up when a reporter asked her a few weeks ago if she had a brother named Michael. "I can't be responsible for the actions taken by adult members of my family," Collins said. "I'm going to campaign as hard as I can." Although Michael Collins contributed at least $1,000 to his sister's campaign, Susan Collins said after the press conference that she did not plan to return the money. Many members of her family have contributed to her effort, she said, adding that her brother was the owner of a legitimate business, Winthrop Paint &Paper. PDF GENERATED BY SEARCH.PROQUEST.COM
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During her afternoon press conference, Susan Collins said she felt particularly bad for her parents, former state Sen. Donald Collins and Patricia Collins, the chairwoman of the University of Maine System board of trustees. "Michael, like anyone else, should be entitled to a presumption of innocence until this matter is resolved," she said. Illustration Caption: Republican gubernatorial candidate Susan Collins answers questions at a Bangor press conference after a federal prosecutor announced that her brother Michael had been arrested on drug charges. (NEWS Photo by Marc Blanchette)
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