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St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray”



NEWSLETTER Term 1 Week 2 3 February 2016



Dear Parents and Caregivers



Mary MacKillop St Mary of the Cross Australia’s first Saint Born on 15 January 1842 in Melbourne Died 8 August 1909



CANONISED 17th October 2010



Welcome to the 2016 school year. All the students have settled into their classes and school routines very calmly and happily. A special welcome to the seven new families who have enrolled their children at St Joseph’s in Year 1, Year 2, Year 4 and Year 5.   As always, it is a joy to welcome the new Kindergarten students and families to our school community. This is your first step in your child’s educational journey and we hope that you will soon feel very much a part of the St Joseph’s Riverwood ‘family’.    A very warm welcome to Father John Doherty, our new parish priest. We will celebrate the start of the school year with Mass this Friday at 12 noon. The new School Captains and Sports Captains will be acknowledged and receive a blessing from Father Doherty. All parents are invited to attend mass.   Congratulations to the school captains for 2016: Erini Papagianopoulos, Dylan Carr, Cristina Yazbeck and Alanson Garcia.    Welcome back to Mrs Rosanne McGrath. Rosanne was on a teacher exchange program last year in Canada. We also have two new staff members this year; Mrs Hayley Meadley (Year 3 MacKillop class teacher and Coordinator 2) and Miss Olivia Mir (Year 1 MacKillop).     



 



“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.” Matthew 5:8  



28-32 Thurlow Street Riverwood NSW 2210 Phone: 9533 3341 Fax: 9584 2672 [email protected] www.stjriverwood.catholic.edu.au



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” PRINCIPAL Cont’d Parent Information Sessions You will have an opportunity to meet your child’s teacher at the Parent Information Sessions to be held over the next two weeks. It is important that all families are represented at the class meetings so hopefully at least one parent / caregiver will attend. As many parents in our school have more than one student at St Joseph’s, the teachers in Years 1 -5 will run their meeting twice, at 6.30pm and then again at 7.15pm. The meetings should go for approximately 30 minutes each. Kindergarten will have a separate night for their Information Session. This will be held in Week 5, Tuesday 23rd February at 6:30pm in the Library.      Grass Playground  Throughout the Christmas holidays the Grass Playground has been rejuvenated. New turf was laid in the “dirt patches” as soon as the holidays commenced and has been very well tended throughout the holidays by Mr Craig Mitchell and Mrs Sue Hannigan. I would like to thank them for their dedication to ensuring that the grass was well watered (the wet weather certainly was a bonus) and cared for throughout the holidays. God Bless



Kim McCue Principal



School Fee Statements will be sent home via email by the end of this week (Friday 5 February). If you do not receive them, or want to change any arrangements, please contact the School Of ice. “Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.” Matthew 5:8  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL A warm welcome back to St Joseph's for a new year! We especially welcome the newest members of our school family in Kindergarten and across many other grades. ASSEMBLIES All parents and caregivers are invited to join us at our Assemblies each morning. These are wonderful opportunities for us to gather as a school community to start each day with prayer. This year we will acknowledge student birthdays each Monday. Class led Prayer will be celebrated each Wednesday. On Friday mornings we will award Merit Certificates. Our flag will be raised and our National Anthem will be sung. Parents are welcome to join us. Our new Parish Priest, Fr John Doherty will also join us at some Assemblies on Tuesday mornings. Please take the opportunity to introduce yourself as we welcome him to our School and Parish.



STUDENT LEADERS Our Sports Captains for 2016 were announced yesterday. Congratulations to: BLUE



Emma Harris



Patrick Campanaro



GOLD



Abbey Hronis



Matthew Campos-Peterson



GREEN



Samara Woods



Michael Antonio



RED



Sofia Ninovic



Rory Little



ATTENDANCE A reminder that it is a legal requirement that any child's absence from school, regardless of the reason, must be explained in writing on their return. It is the parents' responsibility to ensure that these notes are provided within 7 days from the first day of any period of absence. In cases where a note is not provided in due time, the absence will be recorded as being Unexplained. Your diligence in ensuring this important procedure is followed for all absences is much appreciated.



“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.” Matthew 5:8  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL Cont’d



A further reminder that any planned absences of 10 or more school days needs to be discussed with Mrs McCue, and an Application for Leave form needs to be submitted. Please contact the School Office to arrange this if needed. Finally - a word about punctuality. It is a vital life skill for children to develop the ability to be on time. Our school day begins promptly at 8:50am each day. It is our expectation that children will be on the playground, and on their lines before this bell. There will always be days when the best laid plans go awry and your child may, on occasion, be a little late. Please assist your child to make this the exception rather than the rule by establishing consistent, achievable morning routines.



Our School now has our own Skoolbag iPhone and Android App to help us communicate more effectively with our Parent community. We are asking parents to install our Skoolbag School App. This is a free app! To install it, just search for our school name "St Joseph's Catholic Primary School Riverwood" in either the Apple App Store or Google Play Store on your mobile phone or iPad. This app enables us to provide parents with the most up-to-date information regarding upcoming events such as excursions and sporting events. It is also an easy way to access our school calendar and newsletters.



Have a good fortnight Lynda Busuttil



“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.” Matthew 5:8  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR



Welcome to 2016! I hope everyone has had a fun and restful holiday break. I cannot wait to see our St Joseph’s students compete in a variety of sporting events throughout the year.   



 



 



At the end of 2015, Hannah Ridley and Liahna Hofman trialled for the St George Cluster Netball Representatives Team. We are pleased to announce that both girls have made it into two different teams for 2016. Hannah Ridley has been selected to play in the Representatives team and Liahna Hofman has been selected to play in the Development team. A fantastic effort from the girls and we wish you both the best of luck this year. Throughout Week 2, we will been trialling students with a high level of skill development in their nominated sport. The students that are nominated will represent St Joseph’s at inter-school sporting events throughout the year. We wish these children the best of luck as they go through the nomination process. 



Always strive to do your best in every field. Jenna O’Donnell



2nd Hand Uniforms The 2nd Hand Uniform shop will be open fortnightly during the year on Friday mornings before assembly. Items range from $3.00. Term 1 days will be:Friday 12 February, Friday 26 February, Friday 11 March and Friday 1 April. If you are unable to attend on these days you can leave a request with the School Office and we will endeavour to help you.



“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.” Matthew 5:8  



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School



 



“Work and Pray” FROM THE LIBRARIAN



Welcome back to the Library for 2016. Our school library website is https://oliver.stjriverwood.catholic.edu.au. The student login is their first name. last name and their password is the same as their school account. Students can access this link to put reservations on books and write reviews of books they have read. They can also use this website to link to e-books or they can go directly to the e-book website. The e-book website is http://ceosyd.lib.overdrive.com/ and their library card number is their first name. last name All parents and guardians are invited to their child’s library lesson in Week 4. This will be an opportunity to see what happens in the Library lesson each week and to see some of the great books the Library has to offer. Kindergarten students will be ‘Going on a Bear Hunt’. Year 1 students will be celebrating ‘Elmer’ the elephant being different. Years 2 to 6 will be participating in a book tasting of the new books in an episode of ‘My Library Rules’. Please come and join in the fun. The times for each class are listed below.  



Monday 15 February 



11:50-12:35  KM 



 



12:35-1:20  KP 



 



Tuesday 16 February 



11:50-12:35  4P 



2:20-3:05  6P   



12:35-1:20  3M 



2:20-3:05  5P 



12:35-1:20  2P 



2:20-3:05  6M 



 



Wednesday 17 February 



11:50-12:35  2M   



Thursday 18 February 



11:50-12:35  1M 



 



12:35-1:20  1P 



2:20-3:05  5M 



12:35-1:20  3P 



 



 



Friday 19 February 



11:50-12:35  4M   



I look forward to seeing you in Week 4.



Mrs Cripps Librarian



“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.” Matthew 5:8  



 



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR



I hope everyone had the opportunity to enjoy the peace and joy of the Christmas season and have a great holiday break with family and friends. Today children in Kindergarten to Year 4 received a Guardian Angel Prayer Card from our Archbishop, Anthony Fisher, with a small message to each child. Children in Years 5 and 6 will receive their prayer card shortly. It is a very thoughtful gesture from the Archbishop, highlighting the care and interest he has in our students. The following is an excerpt from the letter which accompanied the prayer cards. .



Dear Students When I was young I was very conscious of God’s great love for me and those around me. My parents and teachers would often remind me that a sign of this love was the presence of a Guardian Angel – to watch over and protect me. Although I am now much older I am still aware of the presence of this Guardian Angel in my life. No matter how old we are, we each need this loving presence to help and to guide us. It was the angel Gabriel who revealed to Mary that she would bear a son, and be the Mother of God. And when the child Jesus was born, it was an angel who shared the ‘Good News’ with the shepherds in the field. Angels are messengers of God’s love. Remember though, that we don’t only meet angels in the Bible. Rather, they are with us each and every day. Children, I hope that my small gift of a prayer card will remind you of this. May each of you come to know and trust in the loving presence of your Guardian Angel, who will watch over and protect you always. *********** We very much appreciate Archbishop Anthony’s token for the children. We need to remember him in our prayers, particularly at this time, as he has been quite unwell. No doubt his Guardian Angel is working overtime at the moment. “Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.” Matthew 5:8  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR Cont’d



OPENING SCHOOL MASS This Friday, 5th February, is the first Friday of the month and our Opening School Mass, at 12 noon. At this Mass our new School Captains and Vice Captains will receive a special blessing from Father John Doherty, our new Parish Priest. Grades from Year 1 to Year 6 will attend. Everyone in our school community is warmly invited to join us. ASH WEDNESDAY Next Wednesday, 10th February is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the season of Lent. The To Know Worship and Love text for Year 2 explains the meaning of Ash Wednesday and Lent in a way that is easy to understand for children and grown-ups alike. Hundreds of years ago, penitents (people who are sorry for their sins) used to rub ashes over their heads to show they had let the ‘fire’ of goodness go out, and they wanted to be forgiven by God and the community. So they did many good works and prayed a lot before they were welcomed back into the family of the Church. On Ash Wednesday we are marked with ashes. It is a reminder that the “fire” can go out in our lives too. As we are marked with ashes, we think of how we can keep the “fire” of goodness alive in our world. We promise to change for the better. Jesus spent forty days praying and fasting in the desert. At the end of that time, he was filled with the “fire” of God’s spirit. During the forty days of Lent we remember what Jesus did. We try to be like him by practising good works, praying and fasting. These are some ways of keeping the “fire” of God’s Spirit alive in our hearts and in our lives. I am very much looking forward to working with all our families as we journey together in faith and love with the children. Peace and best wishes Robyn Green



“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.” Matthew 5:8  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” COMING TOGETHER



DIARY DATES



Whole School Mass



Thursday 4 February - Parent Information Evening Year 6



05.02.16



First Friday Mass (12pm)



10.02.16



Ash Wednesday



Tuesday 9 February



- Shrove Tuesday - Parent Information Evening Years 1-5



Wednesday Prayer Assembly 17.02.16



4 MacKillop



24.02.16



5 MacKillop



Wednesday Mass (9am) 17.02.16



Year 6



24.02.16



Year 3



Wednesday 10 Feb



- ASH WEDNESDAY



Tuesday 16 February - P & F Meeting Tuesday 23 February - Kindergarten Information Evening Thursday 25 February - St George Cluster Swimming Trials Mon 7 - Fri 11 March - Catholic Schools Week



Wednesday Penance 17.02.16



5 MacKillop



24.02.16



5 Penola



Monday 7 March



- Open Day Kindergarten Enrolment 2017 Period commences



Friday 18 March



- St Joseph’s Day Celebrations



Fri 25 - Mon 28 March - Easter Break Friday 8 April



- Last Day of Term 1



Monday 25 April



- Anzac Day



Tuesday 26 April



- Term 2 begins



“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.” Matthew 5:8  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray”



/ y r a Janu ry ua r b e F ys a d h Birt



Happy Birthday to the following children who will have a Birthday between 1 January and 14 February 2016



Alyssa Stothard



Cristina Yazbeck



Luka Cavdarovski



Elena Cavdarovski



Thomas Finn



Leah Panagakis



Thomas Jury



Anna Laspatzis



Adam Dixon



Noah Dixon



Olivia Tnokovska



Makayla Assaly



Riana Estigoy



Otis Hammond



Levi Saua



Gabrielle Cook



William De Oliveira



Ronin Whale



Angus Graham



Peter Gereige



Joshua Roy



Jack Donati



Byron Faber



Christopher Marneros



Michelle Petkovski



Dylan Carr



Michael Miller



Sophia Campanaro



Maja Ellazar



Caterina Moretti



Lucy Finn



Vanessa Macchia



Talia Suteski



Nathan Azzi



Kiara Briskoski



Nathan Hazari



Sabaya Asprea



Emily Zhai



Izabel Dawson



Alexander Liaskos



Oliver Munro



Nicholas Laspatzis



Kane Fullerton



Ryan Dao



Emma Forgione



“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.” Matthew 5:8  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” P & F News



Welcome to all parents and caregivers The P&F are here to help you, listen to you, represent you and to help raise funds that all go to our children in some way. We will hold a few social functions to help make our great school community even stronger. The first P&F meeting for 2016 will be held on Tuesday 16 February @ 7.00pm in the School library. Snacks and refreshments will be served. The first meeting will focus on the years event and how we will spend the funds raised this year on our children. Year coordinators are needed! To help events run smoothly we need a coordinator for each year. It doesn't take much of your time and you can do it in partnership with a friend if you like. If you would like to help please email me at [email protected] Your P&F committee work closely with the school to help out wherever we can. Your 2016 P & F team is:President Secretary Vice President Treasurer



-



Steve McMahon Yvette Kellehear Rebecca Abel Nancy Graniero



Should you have any issues you like to raise you can see us in the playground sometimes or contact me directly. Thank you and enjoy the year.



Steve McMahon P & F President



Mobile: 0419 770 355 Email: [email protected]



“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they shall see God.” Matthew 5:8  
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