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St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”



ACTIVE



NEWSLETTER



COLLABORATIVE



CREATIVE



Term 1 Week 3 15 February 2017



Dear Parents and Caregivers  



Building work has commenced in the Parish Centre. We are working to a six week time frame so hopefully we will have a beautifully refurbished shared Multi Purpose space before the end of this term. The scope of works includes a brand new kitchen, new toilets and tiles, new carpet, coloured pinboard on the walls, storage cupboards, Audio Visual equipment, air conditioning and new safety glass in all existing window panes. We are hoping to keep disruption to the school to an absolute minimum as the builders are experienced at working in schools. CAMP Australia Before and After School Care have relocated to classrooms and the Library whilst the building work is in progress.



Mary MacKillop St Mary of the Cross Australia’s first Saint Born on 15 January 1842 in Melbourne Died 8 August 1909 CANONISED



ANNUAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2017 As I explained in our first newsletter for this year, we have an Annual Improvement Plan which sets the goals for the school for the year. One of the goals is Strategic Priority 2.2 Learning and Teaching: to strengthen a culture of improvement through a systematic, reflective and evidence-based approach to learning and teaching. As part of this goal all students from Year 1 to Year 6 are being tested so that we can develop a comprehensive whole school Gifted and Talented profile and then devise programs that will address the learning needs of these students.



17th October 2010 SHOWCASE NIGHT As we are looking to provide for the more diverse needs of our students we will be presenting a Showcase Night on 1st June. At this Showcase we will have students presenting the work they have done in their Gifted classes, as well as dance routines; artworks; choir and eLearning projects. The staff are already working on activities with different groups of students. We certainly have some very talented students here at St Joseph’s. More information about the Showcase Night will be sent in newsletters throughout the term.  



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name” (Lk 1:49)  



28-32 Thurlow Street Riverwood NSW 2210 Phone: 9533 3341 Fax: 9584 2672 [email protected] www.stjriverwood.catholic.edu.au



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” PRINCIPAL Cont’d CYCLIC REVIEW Every five years all Catholic schools undertake a Cyclic Review which is designed to reflect on progress and identify future strategic priorities for the school. It gives the whole school community an opportunity to reflect on what has been done, how well it has been done and what needs to be done to ensure a cycle of continuous improvement for student learning. Our last Cyclic Review was undertaken in 2012 and it is now time for the next Cyclic Review process for St Joseph’s which is scheduled for May. To assist in preparing for the Review process, everyone in our school community; parents, students and staff will be asked to complete an online survey. We will send the survey out to the parent community within the next two weeks.



KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS Congratulations to the Kindergarten students for settling in so well to the school routine. I hope that you, as parents, are beginning to feel a part of the school community and have begun to acquaint yourselves with the teachers and other Kindergarten parents. Our first whole school celebration will be our Open Day in Catholic Schools Week on Wednesday 8th March. MORNING ENTRY TO SCHOOL As the Parish Centre is being refurbished, CAMP Australia has had to temporarily relocate to classrooms and the Library. This means that the front gate of the school is open from 7:00am so that parents can access the service. Over the last two days I have noticed that students who are arriving at school early are entering the school grounds before 8:00am which is the usual time for the gates to open. I ask that unless you are using CAMP Australia you do not enter the school site until 8:00am at the earliest as I cannot guarantee the safety of your children on the school playground before 8:00am. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated. God Bless Mrs Kim McCue Principal  



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name”  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL Welcome back to school for 2017. A very warm welcome to our newest members of our school community in Kindergarten and to new students joining us across other grades. I am very much looking forward to the year ahead and having the opportunity to work with you and your children. MISSION AND VISION Last year we launched our new Mission and Vision statement for Learning. This year we will ‘unpack’ our Vision with our students, through workshops and learning activities that take place within classrooms. It is important that our students understand what makes St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School unique and that they are able to articulate what it means to be an ACTIVE, COLLABORATIVE & CREATIVE learner. Throughout the year, there will be opportunities for you to be involved in ‘unpacking’ our Vision for learning and deepen your understanding of what our Vision for learning means. ASSEMBLIES All parents and caregivers are invited to join us at our Assemblies each morning. These are wonderful opportunities for us to gather as a school community to start each day with prayer. A different grade each week will lead us in prayer. Parents will be invited into classrooms twice a term for a prayer celebration. This usually occurs at the end of each unit. Monday: Tuesday: Friday:



Birthdays & National Anthem Fr. John Doherty joins us for prayer Merit Certificates  



 



STUDENT LEADERS Our Sports Captains for 2017 were announced last Tuesday. Congratulations to: Red:



Tiana Kulchar



Harrison Cragg



Blue:



Rechelle Nagle



Antonio Caruana



Green:



Lara Tolic



Dimitri Antonio



Yellow:



Sienna Ferguson



Kenrick Theodore



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name”  



(Lk 1:49)



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL Cont’d ATTENDANCE A reminder that it is a legal requirement that any child's absence from school, regardless of the reason, must be explained in writing on their return. It is the parents' responsibility to ensure that these notes are provided within 7 days from the first day of any period of absence. In cases where a note is not provided in due time, the absence will be recorded as being Unexplained. Your diligence in ensuring this important procedure is followed for all absences is much appreciated. If your child needs to leave early for an appointment, please send a note with your child, letting the class teacher know that they will be leaving early. You will need to sign your child out at the office. A further reminder that any planned absences of 10 or more school days needs to be discussed with Mrs McCue, and an Application for Leave form needs to be submitted. Please contact the School Office to arrange this if needed.



PARENT HELPER WORKSHOPS Any parent interested in assisting with learning in the classroom or providing supervision on excursions or at sport carnivals will need to attend one of the Parent Helper workshops to be held on the following dates: Tuesday 21st February



6:30 pm



Library



Note: This is the same night as the P & F Meeting, which commences at 7:00 pm Monday 27th February



9:00 am



Library



The session provides an overview of the Child Protection legislation relating to volunteers, as well an overview of strategies that parent helpers can use to assist students in the classroom. Parents cannot assist at school if they have not attended one of the 2017 workshops. If you would like to attend a session please email [email protected] with your name and the date you will be attending. Please note you are only required to attend one session.



STUDENT ACCEPTABLE USE AGREEMENT FORM By now your child will have received a Student Acceptable Use Agreement Form. Please ensure that these are returned to school promptly as teachers are keen to be using technology in the classroom. “The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name” (Lk 1:49)  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL Cont’d



2017 STUDENT MEDICAL INFORMATION All students with existing Asthma and/or other medical plans: We currently have some outstanding Asthma plans, please ensure the students plans are up to date and signed by their Doctor. If required, medication is to be clearly marked with the student’s name and handed in at the school office. New students with Asthma/medical plans: If your child has any medical requirements please ensure medical plans are provided to the school office as soon as possible with clearly marked medication if required.



SCHOOLBAG APP Please ensure you have installed the Skoolbag App on your iPhone and/or Android App. This is a free app! To install it, just search for our school name "St Joseph's Catholic Primary School Riverwood" in either the Apple App Store or Google Play Store on your mobile phone or iPad. This app enables us to provide parents with the most up-to-date information regarding upcoming events such as excursions and sporting events. It is also an easy way to access our school calendar and newsletters.  



     



Quote of the Week:-                        



Have a wonderful fortnight Hayley Meadley “The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name” (Lk 1:49)  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR  



Welcome to 2017 at St Joseph’s where our minds are open to the wonder and awe of God and we are inspired to follow in the footsteps of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop to never see a need without making a difference. I trust that everyone had a joyful Christmas and a good time with family and friends during the holiday break. It was great to catch up with so many families during our meet and greet information evening last week. I know many people have questions about the schedule of the sacramental programs available for our students this year. These are very special occasions for families and it is important to be able to plan for them. The following information sets out the timetable for the sacraments at St Joseph’s Parish in 2017.



Confirmation (Year 6 & above) - Term 2 Information Night: Thursday 27 April @ 7:00pm (Week 1) Preparation classes: Sunday 7 May 8:20am Sunday 21 May 8:20am Sunday 28 May 8:20am Sunday 4 June 8:20am Confirmation: Thursday 8 June at 7:00pm



First Communion (Year 3 & above) - Term 3 Information night: Wednesday 2 August @ 7:00pm (Week 3) Preparation classes: Sunday 13 August Sunday 20 August Sunday 27 August Sunday 10 September



8:20am 8:20am 8:20am 8:20am



First Communion: Sunday 17 September at 10:30am  



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name” (Lk 1:49)  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR  



First Confession



(Year 2 & above)



Term 4



Information night: Wednesday 13 September @ 7:00pm (Week 9) Preparation classes: Sunday 15 October Sunday 22 October Sunday 29 October Sunday 5 November



8:20am 8:20am 8:20am 8:20am



First Confession Liturgy: Wednesday 8 November 7:00pm First Confessions: Saturday 11 November from 2:00pm A copy of this information, along with an explanation of the sacraments, will be coming home shortly with all students who indicate that they will be receiving a sacrament at St Joseph's this year. Details of the sacramental program at Our Lady of Fatima Peakhurst is available on their website. http://ourladyoffatima.com.au/sacramental/2017-sacrament-brochure.pdf    



School and Class Prayer  In 2017 our whole school prayer format is being organised a little differently. It is our pleasure and our privilege to pray every time we gather with our St Joseph’s community before school in the morning. This year a class will take leadership of prayer each morning for the week. It is a great opportunity for the students to take more responsibility for the prayer life of our school and lead their peers in a range of simple prayers each day. Parents, family members and caregivers are also warmly invited to join your children in classroom prayer each term. You will receive details about classroom prayer for your child’s class through an invitation or your child’s school diary. Should anyone have any questions regarding the sacramental programs for this year, please see me or contact the relevant Parish. Peace and best wishes Robyn Green “The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name” (Lk 1:49)  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” COMING TOGETHER



DIARY DATES Monday 20 February - Cross Country Trials



Whole School Mass 03.03.17



First Friday Mass (12pm)



Tuesday 21 February - Parent Helper Workshop 6.30pm Tuesday 21 February - P & F Meeting 7.00pm



Prayer Assembly



Friday 24 February



Week 4



5 MacKillop



Week 5



5 Penola



Wednesday Mass (9am) 22.03.17



Year 3



01.03.17



Ash Wednesday



08.03.17



Year 6



Wednesday Penance 22.02.17



6 Penola



01.03.17



6 MacKillop



08.03.17



5 MacKillop



- St George Cluster Swimming Trials



Monday 27 February - Parent Helper Workshop 9.00am Wednesday 1 March - ASH WEDNESDAY Mon 6 - Fri 10 March - Catholic Schools Week Wednesday 8 March - Open Day Friday 17 March



- St Joseph’s Day Celebrations



Tuesday 21 March



- P & F Meeting



Friday 31 March



- School Photos



Friday 7 April



- Last Day of Term 1



Friday 14 April



- GOOD FRIDAY



Sunday 16 April



- EASTER SUNDAY



Monday 24 April



- Staff Development Day (Pupil Free Day)



Tuesday 25 April



- Anzac Day



Wednesday 26 April - Term 2 Begins



School Fee Statements were sent home last week via email. If you did not receive them, or want to change any arrangements, please contact the School Of ice. Please ensure payments are made by the due date. If you are experiencing inancial dif iculty, please contact the School Of ice. “The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name”  



(Lk 1:49)



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds” FROM THE SPORTS COORDINATOR  



This year I will be organising the sporting events for the school. We have already trialled some of the pathway sports for the regional level. As we start out the year I would like to remind you that the decisions for the students who will trial at regional level will be made at school, after trials, where appropriate. These decisions are final. If you would like more information about these sports please visit the parent website:https://sites.google.com/a/syd.catholic.edu.au/primary-sport/



Towards the end of last year you were able to nominate the sports that your child had significant skills in. These forms have been sent home with new students and with those students who had not completed one but wished to. These pathway sports are an opportunity for those students with highly developed skills in a particular field to progress through various levels of representation. As such attending these days without a high skill level can be disheartening for the students. Various Gala Days are offered to the students who have an interest in particular sports and these events are not competitive and are more about fun and some skill development. As such these are often more appropriate for most students. We will be having our Cross Country Trial on Monday 20th February and I would like to say a big thank you to those parents who have volunteered to help out on the day. The students will be leaving the school at around 9:00am. At the park the trials will be held in the following order: 12’s, 8’s, 9,’s, 10’s and then 11’s.



We wish the following students well as they head off on Friday 24th February to the Regional Swimming Carnival: Antonio Caruana, Bronte Faber, India Faber, Lucy Finn, Stephanie Korkotidis, Jovan Leger, Kane McCarren, Austin McDean, Claudia Nguyen, Patricia Papagianopoulos, Thomas Sarafoski, Lincoln See, Amelia Simone, Elena Sorras, Lara Tolic, Nicholas Veldekis, Anika Whitten, Finlay Whitten and David Zhao. Congratulations to Jovan Leger who was selected to play in the NSW Oztag State Cup in Coffs Harbour. Best Wishes for a great year ahead Nicole Cripps “The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name” (Lk 1:49)  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”  



 



Parent Resource Section in the Library  As well has having our parenting ideas handout attached to our newsletter every fortnight, we have purchased a selection of books for parents to borrow. Below is a sample of some of the books available for parents. If you are interested in borrowing any of these books during the year please visit Mrs Cripps in the Library before or after school Monday through to Friday.    



       



Mind Quest  Enrichment Weekends   



On Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 April the 82nd NSW Talent Enrichment Weekend MindQuest will be held for primary students from Years 1-6 at St George Girls High School.    Students will have an opportunity to participate in over 37 exciting, fast paces courses in the two day program. They include courses in chemistry, earth sciences, drama, lego robotics, art and much more. The cost of the weekend is $195    St George Girls High School is in Victoria St Kogarah and the closing date is Friday 10 March. Courses fill fast.    Brochures are available in the School Office for interested families or contact Shelagh Poray on Ph: 4232 2494.     



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name” (Lk 1:49)  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”



ry a u r Feb s y a d Birth



Happy Birthday to the following children who will have a Birthday between 7 February and 26 February 2017



Oliver Munro



Nicholas Laspatzis



Kane Fullerton



Kaedis Roebeck



Ryan Dao



Ioanne Pupualii



Emma Forgione



Yianni Papagianopoulos



Patricia Papagianopoulos



Darren Theodore



Laura Ippolito



Lucas Roy



Emma Ene



Capri Tandek



Luca Bella Solomons



Natasha Alexander



Judd Hammond



Tameika Ustijanovski



Lachlan Vincetic



Sean Fenerty



2nd Hand Uniforms The 2nd Hand Uniform shop will be open fortnightly during the year on Friday mornings before assembly. Items range from $3.00. Term 1 days will be:Friday 17 February, Friday 3 March, Friday 17 March, and Friday 31 March. If you are unable to attend on these days you can leave a request with the School Office and we will endeavour to help you. All donations will be kindly accepted.



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name” (Lk 1:49)  



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School



 



“Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”



MERIT CERTIFICATES   Congratulations to the following students who received Merit Certificates at our assemblies on Friday 3rd & Friday 10th February:-



Kindergarten



Oliver Curtis, Elizabeth Forgione, Mika Garland, Siu Hau, Bahati Mwanyalu, Maxwell O’Neill, Alexander Rossini, Patrick Scott, Anthony Severino, Margaret Simone, Abidara Tedela & Kristiana Trpkovski



Year 1



Jason Aridag, Andrew Bouziotis, Sienna Cogle, Asiata Hau, Lexie Lin, Liam Luis, Lily Morris & Amelia Suarez



Year 2



Milla Cavdarovski, Peggy Hammond, Anastasia Lee, Liam Nolan, Mary Ormerod, Brodie Santos, Raymond Tan & Isabella Trovato



Year 3



Aidan Abouzeid, Jesse Bonaventura, Isabella Chen, Sonia Hui, Isabelle Keeling, Jack Maroon, Elena Sorras & David Zhao



Year 4



Micaela Awad, Thomas Bourke, Michael Dawood, Taylah Hill, Nicholas Laspatzis, Alexander Liaskos, Hayley Saliba & Amelia Simone



Year 5



Nicholas Dogias, Lucy Finn, Orlando Godinez, Anna Laspatzis, Hillary Mai, Alma Moliterno, Nicholas Puckeridge & Finlay Whitten



Year 6



Joshua Crewes, Daniel Crimmins, Sienna Ferguson, Daniel Lakiss, Isabella Mandalinic, Lia Nikolas, Natasha Santos & Kenrick Theodore



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name”  



(Lk 1:49)



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School



 



“Inspiring Hearts, Opening Minds”



P & F News  



Dear Parents and Caregivers P & F 2017 Next meeting Tuesday 21 February @ 7pm in the library Welcome back everyone. In order to make 2017 a successful year for our children and the school we have an array of social and fundraising events planned. In order to make these events runs smoothly we require a Year coordinator and helpers for each year. Perhaps you could grab a friend and offer to help. It really is a great way to get involved in your child's schooling and have some fun along the way. It doesn't take much of your time at all as we are always here to help. We require helpers for Kindergarten, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6. If you can help please email me on [email protected] or call on 0419770355. We will finalise the lists at our first meeting of the year on Tuesday 21 February @7pm in the library. The St Joseph’s Cookbook – Cook, Pray, Eat is still available for purchase for $30. Please contact Rebecca Abel on 0414 580 132 or Yvette Kellehear on 0404856905, if you would like to purchase a copy.



Steve McMahon



Mobile: 0419 770 355



P & F President



Email: [email protected]



“The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His Name”  



(Lk 1:49)
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