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St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray”



NEWSLETTER Term 2 Week 4 18 May 2016



Dear Parents and Caregivers



Kindergarten enrolment interviews will continue until the end of May. It is always a privilege and a joy to meet new families who are about to embark on a journey of Catholic education as they seek enrolment here at St Joseph’s. We have a significant number of siblings enrolled for Kindergarten 2017 and it is a pleasure to meet the brothers and sisters of current students and see their excitement at being able to come to “big school” with their siblings.



Mary MacKillop St Mary of the Cross



One of the questions I ask of new families is how they came to choose St Joseph’s as the school for their children. Their answers are varied but without fail the new parents have said how highly they value Catholic education and that they have heard in the community, or from neighbours, what a great school we have here at St Joseph’s and the friendly and welcoming environment we have. We have a wonderful, caring and faith-filled community at St Joseph’s and I thank all families for your contributions to the on-going success of our school.



Australia’s first Saint Born on 15 January 1842 in Melbourne Died 8 August 1909



CANONISED 17th October 2010



Mother’s Day Breakfast Thank you to all who attended our Mother’s Day Breakfast on Friday 6th May. It was lovely to see so many mums and grandmothers enjoying breakfast with the school community. A big thank you to the dads who were here early to set up the barbecue and cook bacon and eggs.    



 



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



28-32 Thurlow Street Riverwood NSW 2210 Phone: 9533 3341 Fax: 9584 2672 [email protected] www.stjriverwood.catholic.edu.au



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE PRINCIPAL Cont’d



Family Movie Night The Family Movie Night last Friday evening was a great success. Thank you again to our very active and enthusiastic P & F for providing a terrific night for the families at St Joseph’s.



NAPLAN 2016 Last week the students in Years 3 and 5 completed the NAPLAN tests. The test process went very smoothly and the students were calm and confident. The results will be sent to the parents and school in September.



Handyman / Gardener Needed   We are looking for for someone to fill the position of handyman and gardener for our school. The job would entail working one a day a week to water and maintain the grass (no mowing) and garden beds and to be on call at an hourly rate to fix things around the school such as replacing light globes or other small jobs that may crop up. The candidate would need to have a current Working With Children Check. If you know of anyone who may be interested in the position could you please call the school office.      Archbishop Anthony Fisher Archbishop Anthony continues to recover from his serious illness. Could you please keep him in your prayers.



God Bless



Kim McCue Principal



“Blessed are the merciful, for they obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL



SEMESTER ONE REPORTS The Board of Studies Teaching and Educational Standards (BOSTES) Syllabuses describe what should be taught in each stage of schooling. New syllabuses over recent years have called for changes to primary reports. These include different strand/mode titles in English, Mathematics, Science and Technology, History and Geography. In the past, Years 1- 6 student reports used the five point scale - A, B, C, D ,E to indicate achievement in each subject. The Federal government requirement to report against a five point scale continues. However, after consultation with Principals in 2015, it has been decided to use the key word descriptors (Elementary, Basic, Sound, Thorough, Extensive) rather than A-E to indicate student achievement. The words in the five point scale are directly linked to the A-E grades and describe the level of achievement attained. The table below outlines this.



Years 1‐ 6  Elementary  Achievement  



The student has an elementary knowledge and understanding in few areas of  the content and has achieved very limited competence in some of the processes  and skills.  



Basic   



The student has a basic knowledge and understanding of the content and has  achieved a limited level of competence in the processes and skills.  



Achievement   Sound   Achievement   Thorough   Achievement   Extensive  Achievement  



The student has a sound knowledge and understanding of the main areas of  content and has achieved an adequate level of competence in the processes and  skills.   The student has a thorough knowledge and understanding of the content and a  high level of competence in the processes and skills. In addi on, the student is  able to apply this knowledge and these skills to most situa ons.   The student has an extensive knowledge and understanding of the content and  can readily apply this knowledge. In addi on, the student has achieved a very  high level of competence in the processes and skills and can apply these skills to  new situa ons.  



      “Blessed are the merciful, for they obtain mercy.”  



Matthew 5:7



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL Kindergarten As it is not a Federal government requirement to use A-E or any alternate five-point scale for Kindergarten reporting, it was decided that a three-point scale would be adopted for reporting against strands and modes in subjects. The table below outlines this. Basic Achievement  



The student has a basic knowledge and understanding of the content and has  achieved a limited level of competence in the processes and skills.  



Sound  



The student has a sound knowledge and understanding of the main areas of  content and has achieved an adequate level of competence in the processes and  skills.  



Achievement   Thorough   Achievement  



The student has a thorough knowledge and understanding of the content and a  high level of competence in the processes and skills. In addi on, the student is  able to apply this knowledge and these skills to most situa ons.  



INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION AND ASSESSMENTS FOR SCHOOLS (ICAS) The opportunity for participation in a selection of the International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) is open to interested children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. The test does not replace our regular assessment of skills in any area, and may not be suitable for all children. The questions cover a wide variety of skills and processes in each of the Subject Areas. The tests also contain some challenging questions for the more able students. The entry fee for each competition is $8.80 per student. Participation in any or all of these competitions is voluntary. Please note, this year each Competition will be held before school, commencing at 8am. If you wish your child to participate, please collect a form from the school office and return to school with the entry fee(s) BEFORE Friday 3 June 2016. The competition is an initiative of the Educational Testing Centre of The University of New South Wales. Sample practice questions are available online at https://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/ icas/download-practice-questions.asp. Have a good fortnight Lynda Busuttil “Blessed are the merciful, for they obtain mercy.”  



Matthew 5:7



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE RELIGIOUS CO-ORDINATOR It is a great time for our students to be preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation as during this time in the Church’s liturgical year we are remembering and celebrating Jesus’ promise to send a helper, an advocate – the Holy Spirit. We celebrated the coming of the Holy Spirit and the beginning of our Christian Church last Sunday on the Feast of Pentecost. We sometimes call Pentecost the birthday of the Church. In each grade the children learn about Pentecost. The following is an excerpt from the Year Six To Know Worship and Love text. In the sacrament of Confirmation, we are strengthened by the Holy Spirit to use the gifts of the Spirit in becoming more active members of the Church. Through liturgy and prayer, the Holy Spirit unites the Christian community. After Pentecost, the Holy Spirit continued to strengthen and guide the apostles. The Spirit helped them to remember and understand what Jesus had done and what he had taught them. So the apostles were able to pass on carefully the teachings of Jesus as they faithfully lived the way he had shown them. In obedience to his commands, they spread the good news, baptising and celebrating the Eucharist in new Christian communities. This handing on of the teachings and actions of Jesus is called “Sacred Tradition”. Much of the tradition from the apostles is found in the creeds. The apostles and their followers also began to write down their memories of what Jesus did and taught. This is how the four gospels were written. The letters of apostles such as St Peter, St Paul and St John were also recognised by the Church, with the gospels, as the Christian Scriptures. In the celebrations of the liturgy the inspired books of the New Testament and the Old Testament are read to the people and explained in the homily. God continues to speak to us in Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition. In the faith community of the Church, the Spirit shows us that Scripture and Tradition are one Word of God, good news for all the world. Over the past few months the children in Year Six have been taking part in one small group lesson each week, focused on preparing them for the Year Six Religious Education exam. This has been followed up with an information sheet and a practice multiple choice exam for Homework. The groups have been led by Mrs Fullerton, Miss Tone, Mrs Koszek and me. They have been making good progress in developing their knowledge and understanding of the Religious Education curriculum. The examination which will take place on June 15 covers learning from Year 3 to Year 6. “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE RELIGIOUS CO-ORDINATOR The excerpt I have included from the Year 6 To Know Worship and Love text is a good example of the facts they need to understand. Blessings from Father Walter Father Walter has recently written to me and sends his best wishes to the whole community. We remain close to his heart. Last Friday, 13 May was the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima. Father Walter has a particular interest in the story of Fatima. Our Lady first appeared in Fatima, Portugal, on 13 May, 1917, and next year will be the centenary of the apparitions. She appeared to three little children: Lucia Dos Santos, who was 10, and her cousins Francisco and Jacinta Marto, aged nine and seven respectively. She was dressed in white and surrounded by light. She said she was from heaven and asked the children to come to that place on the 13th day of each month at the same time for six months. Our Lady asked the children to pray the Rosary every day to obtain peace in our world. Father Walter has sent me DVDs of the story and the miracle if anyone would like to borrow it. The following are two reminders for our Confirmation candidates. The first is that a practice for the Confirmation ceremony will take place on… The second is that all Confirmation candidates are requested to attend confession this Saturday May 21st at St Joseph’s at 10:30am. Next Tuesday we celebrate the significant feast of Our Lady Help of Christians. It is a special day in Australia because in 1844 the bishops nominated Mary as a special patron of our wonderful country under this title. Today the children will each receive a prayer card from Archbishop Anthony with a special message to our young people and including the beautiful portrait of Our Lady Help of Christians. As you would be aware Archbishop Anthony has been very sick for several months and is slowly on the road to recovery. He shares some of his thoughts on his illness and the power of prayer to comfort and uplift our spirits. Please continue to pray for Archbishop Anthony, his recovery and for all those who are sick.



Peace and best wishes Robyn Green



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” COMING TOGETHER



DIARY DATES



Whole School Mass



Friday 20 May



03.06.16



-



CRAZY HAIR DAY / MUFTI DAY



-



Mum’s Night out @ Oatley Hotel 7.00pm



Thursday 26 May



-



Confirmation @ St Joseph’s Riverwood



Saturday 28 May



-



Holy Communion @ OLF Peakhurst 5.00pm



Sunday 29 May



-



Holy Communion @ OLF Peakhurst 9.15am



Feast of the Sacred Heart



Friday Prayer Assembly 20.05.16



6 MacKillop



27.05.16



1 Penola



03.06.16



5 MacKillop



Wednesday Mass (9am) 18.05.16



Year 1



25.05.16



Kindergarten



 



Wednesday Penance 18.05.16



4 MacKillop



25.05.16



4 Penola



01.06.16



3 MacKillop



Wednesday 1 June -



Athletics Carnival @ Hurstville Oval



Monday 13 June



-



PUBLIC HOLIDAY (Queen’s Birthday)



Tuesday 14 June



-



P & F Meeting



Monday 20 June



-



MUSICA VIVA



Wednesday 22 June -



Year 6 IMAX Excursion



Friday 24 June



FUNATHON



-



Mon 27-Thurs 30 June



Parents / Teacher Interviews



Has your child been absent from school this week?   



Parents are required to inform their child's teacher in wri ng  of the dates and reason of absence within a week of return  to school or the absence will be recorded as an UNEXPLAINED  absence on their file.  “Blessed are the merciful, for they obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR



CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL Goodluck to Tamara Buckley, Antonio Caruana, Tiana Petkovski, Lara Tolic, Mitchell Woods and Samara Woods who will all be competing in the Combined Regional Cross Country Trials this Thursday 19th May held at Miranda Park. We look forward to hearing about your achievements.



RUGBY LEAGUE On Tuesday 24th May, our infamous ‘Broncos’ St Joseph’s Rugby League Team will compete in the Lance Thompson Cup Playoffs. The Rugby League game will kick off at 4pm at Kogarah Oval and I’m sure the boys would love to see many supporters cheering them on. This is an extremely exciting opportunity for the boys and we wish them all the best of luck in their game. It would be lovely for parents and students to attend this exciting event and cheer our boys on.



Apologies to Bashir Boulos who was also part of the infamous ‘Broncos’ St Joseph’s Team at the Rugby League Gala Day but was not mentioned in the last Newsletter.



ATHLETICS CARNIVAL A reminder to everyone that our St Joseph’s Athletics Carnival will be held on Wednesday 1st June. Information regarding the Athletics Carnival has been sent home including an online entry form sent via email and skoolbag. Parent helpers are always a reason why our Athletics Carnival is such a success. Please complete the online form if you are able and available to help on the day as it is incredibly appreciated. Please ensure permission notes and online entry forms are completed and returned to school by Friday May 20. A reminder about the P&F Sausage Sizzle available for lunch at our Athletics Carnival. Sausage Sizzle forms need to returned and paid by Monday May 23.



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” FROM THE SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR  



 



   



SOCCER GALA DAY Any Year 5 or Year 6 boys and girls are welcome to trial for the Soccer Gala Day held at Heffron Park, Maroubra on Tuesday 7th June. Trials will be held Thursday 19 May and Monday 23 May at lunch time. Please bring appropriate footwear unless it is already your designated sport day. OZTAG GALA DAY  



Any Years 3, 4, 5 or 6 boys and girls are welcome to trial for the Oztag Gala Day held at Gannons Park, Hurstville on Tuesday 7th June. Trials will be held Friday 20 May and Tuesday 24 May at lunch time. Please bring appropriate footwear unless it is already your designated sport day. PLEASE NOTE Year 5 and 6: We have been advised that the Soccer Gala Day and Oztag Gala Day are both held on Tuesday 7th June. Students will only be able to trial for one of the Gala Days so your child will need to pick their prefered sport.



Mackillop Netball Trials On Friday 6th May, Hannah Ridley represented the Sydney Archdiocese at the Mackillop Netball Trials held in Canberra. Unfortunately, Hannah did not qualify for the Mackillop Team, however, she showed great sportsmanship and an extremely high level of talent. Well done on such an amazing achievement Hannah!      



Aim for the moon. Even if you miss - you’ll land among the stars! Jenna O’Donnell  “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School



 



“Work and Pray” FROM THE LITERACY CO-ORDINATOR



Literacy Week 4: Home Readers   We have just received our delivery of Home Readers that were ordered for Years 3-6 and some for our younger grades. These will be coming home very shortly.    There are a variety of books that cover lots of topics, authors and designs.  The books are:    Levelled (all levels, including our fluent readers 30+) 







A mixture of fiction & non-fiction covering science, geography, history and more 



The fiction books feature increasingly complex vocabulary, sentence structures, plots, characters and illustrations to support independent reading.







The non-fiction books feature a wide range of informative text types, subject specific vocabulary and content.



Plus there’s poetry, plays and traditional tales



  A BIG thank you to the P & F for raising money to buy these beautiful new books and to Odette Albornoz covering all these new books for us!    Mrs Meadley  Literacy Coordinator 



Crazy Hair Day / Mufti Day - this Friday 20th May A reminder that it's a mufti day this Friday and also crazy hair / hat day. We look forward to seeing what crazy hairstyles the kids come up with and would love to get some photos sent to [email protected] so that they can be used in our school cookbook at the end of the year.



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  
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y a M / April s y a d Birth



Happy Birthday to the following children who will have a Birthday between 8 May and 21 May 2016



Chanel Chakouch



Liam Kirby



Jacob Susi



Deon Tsekas



Juliet Luka



Theano Houdalakis



Nadaliya Marta



Victoria Vasiliou



Roy Daylusan



Phillippa Finn



Mitchell Woods



Richie Chow



Sofia Ninovic



Lucia Mendoza



2nd Hand Uniforms The 2nd Hand Uniform shop will be



open fortnightly during the year on Friday



mornings before assembly. Items range from $3.00. The Uniform Shop is open of the following days during Term 2::Friday 27 May, Friday 10 June & Friday 24 June. If you are unable to attend on these days you can leave a request with the School Office and we will endeavour to help you.



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7  



 



St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School “Work and Pray” P & F News Dear Parents and Caregivers Mums Night Out - this Friday Friday 20 May at Oatley Hotel starting at 7pm. Its always a fun night out and a great way to meet other Mums at the school. You can order food & beverages and relax or get up and dance. RSVP to Yvette on 0404 856 905 if you are planning to attend. School Cookbook We are still in need of sponsors for our school cookbook. Many people have advised they are going to sponsor the cookbook but we are yet to receive the completed forms back from them. Please return completed forms to the office or email [email protected] as soon as possible. This cookbook will be a wonderful keepsake and we are hoping to include lots of photos of the kids in it as well so if you are at any school events during the year and take some photos we'd love to receive copies of them to include. Try and think outside of the box when thinking of people to ask; sports clubs, drama groups, art schools, dance schools, to name a few. Many organisations may be interested in sponsoring the book so that they can reach more families in the local area. Support a good cause. Forms are available in the school office. All enquiries please contact Bec Abel 0414 580 132. Thank you to the mums who tirelessly worked on organising the stall; Melissa Crewes, Nicolle Whale, Rebecca Abel & Richelle Brownlee, and also to the extra mums that helped to sell the gifts on the day, your help was greatly appreciated. The Mothers Day breakfast was held on Friday 6 May before school and was a big success. Thank you to Steve McMahon, Paul Abel, John Hancock, Simi Hau, Dean Lavery, Brad Crewes & Daniel Saumaitoga - the mums really appreciated being looked after so well. Outdoor Movie Night Thank You Over 200 people were in attendance at the Outdoor Movie Night. Everyone had lots of fun filling up on popcorn, fairy floss, ice cream and sausage sizzles. Thank you to the many parents involved including Daniel & Richelle, Steph, Dean, Chris, Jamie & Yvette, Steve & Lee, Paul & Rebecca , Dani, Francine, Rachael and Melissa - our apologies if there is anyone we have missed. An extra special thank you to Talena Saumaitoga & Gabby Cook who were busy putting their maths skills to work helping us sell items on the night. Steve McMahon



Mobile: 0419 770 355 / Email: [email protected]



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.”  



Matthew 5:7
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