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Partt 4 The Story of Saul, Par Questions for Cubs NOTE TO PARENTS/TEACHERS: The goal of this questions-and-answers section is to initiate interaction between you and your kids. Please do not just read the questions and answers to your kids. These answers are given for you at an adult level to think about and to process. Once that is accomplished, you can then translate them into appropriate answers for your kids. Lesson Getting Back on Track When You Fail Key Verse “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) Ear Check (Story Comprehension) Q: What does Samuel say King Saul must do to the Amalekites? A: Destroy everything and not let anything or anyone live Q: Who does King Saul allow to live? A: Agag, the king of the Amalekites, and the best of their livestock Q: What does King Saul plan to build in Carmel? A: A monument to himself Q: Who does Samuel kill? A: Agag Q: What does God tell Samuel to do? A: Go and make David the next king Heart Check (Spiritual Application) Q: The story of King Saul is so sad. Why would the Bible tell a story that does not have a happy ending? A: There are many stories in the Bible that are tragedies with very sad endings. Sometimes an important lesson can be learned best through a sad story. It is our hope that every child and every parent would be so frustrated with King Saul and his constant decisions to do what he wanted to do instead of obeying God that they would take a stand against this kind of behavior, instead committing to obey God no matter the circumstances.
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The Story of Saul, Part 4 Questions for Cubs Page 2 Q: Why would God tell King Saul to go kill every man, woman, and child of another tribe? This seems terribly cruel. A: Even though this is a fairly shocking part of Saul’s story, it’s not the only time in Scripture that this kind of slaughter is commanded by God. I think it is important to keep this moment of the story in the story—the context and background of the situation is crucial. The Israelites entered into a covenant with God, agreeing to worship Him alone and to obey His Law (Deuteronomy 29:12–13; 30:1–5). However, they were surrounded by nations and peoples who worshiped other gods and participated in all kinds of sinful religious practices. Contact with these tribes often led the Israelites into idol worship and other sins. In order to keep the nation of Israel pure, God often called them to separate from these other nations, sometimes even calling for war, slaughter, or other kinds of judgment (Deuteronomy 20:17–18; Numbers 31:1–7). And simply because God commanded these actions (1 Samuel 15:2–3), King Saul and Israel should have obeyed immediately—whether or not they agreed with God’s command. But this is a perfect example of the kind of obedience that King Saul had so much trouble with. King Saul obeyed God when it made perfect sense to him—when he could do the math on the situation. But in this case, Saul weighed obedience to God’s command against the wealth of the Amalekites (1 Samuel 15:9). Consequently, King Saul only partially obeyed this command of God—he allowed their king, Agag, to live, and he kept all of their livestock and other possessions. The single most important reason the Israelites should have slaughtered all of the Amalekites, distasteful as it was, is that God said it needed to be done. And when He gives a command, we follow. That is the lesson to be learned here, and unfortunately it’s a lesson that King Saul never really learned. “I” Check (Personal Application) 1. King Saul’s pride was so great, he stopped listening to God. He never recovered from the damage he did to himself and the nation of Israel. When we’re trying to obey God and do His will, it is possible, even probable, that we may fail at times. What should you do if you fail while trying to do what God wants you to do? If you were King Saul’s friend, what would you have done to help him follow God? 2. King Saul was much closer to God at the beginning of his reign than at the end. Why do you think it is important when we sin to quickly confess our sins to God, repent, and repair our relationship? What do you think happens if you let more and more sins pile up while you “run” from God? 3. How do you avoid becoming prideful? Who in your life keeps you humble and helps you keep your eyes on God? 4. Humility is the opposite of pride. Explain what it means to be humble. Why do you think humility is an important part of doing what God has called us to do?
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The Story of Saul, Part 4 Director's Notes Though this is the last Paws & Tales episode on the story of King Saul, he actually went on to live and rule for decades after David was anointed as the next king of Israel. I ended Saul’s story here for the simple reason that when David was anointed by Samuel it was, for all practical purposes, the end of the story of King Saul and the beginning of the story of King David. In a great example of irony, King Saul, who wanted to be the center of the universe, became simply the anvil on which the character and soul of King David would be formed. It occurred to me while studying the story of King Saul that he is the embodiment of the lukewarm believer. Now I realize the very term lukewarm is a New Testament phrase, but there were lukewarm believers long before John coined the phrase, and their numbers have only increased since. This term is an interesting one; it clearly defines this person as one who is not horrible—but rather one who is tepid, mediocre, neither hot nor cold. And to the average man on the street of ancient Israel, King Saul was certainly not horrible. I would even argue that in the pantheon of the kings of Israel, King Saul had to rank as one of the top five. He certainly wasn’t the most wicked king in the history of Israel. He didn’t marry many wives (like David and Solomon); he didn’t build pagan altars (like Solomon and Ahab); he didn’t personally worship idols (like so many others). To his credit, he built a kingdom that didn’t previously exist, he rallied the nation together as one, and he beat back his enemies on all sides. These were the very reasons that the people of Israel wanted a king, and in this case they got just what they wanted. But what’s so interesting about King Saul is that God singled him out as one king who was so rebellious that God took away his throne (1 Samuel 15:11, 26). I believe that what made him so distasteful to God was that he never gave his heart fully to Him. That is the very definition of the lukewarm believer. King Saul would do all kinds of religious things if they served his purposes, but he never worshiped God simply because God is worthy of worship. King Saul wanted to be close enough to God to use Him. And that is why I believe being lukewarm is so uniquely odious to God. What scares me most about this scenario is that being lukewarm is not something anyone sets out to be. You become lukewarm by default. If you are not actively reminding yourself of God’s greatness, if you are not around others who help point you toward God, His Word, and His plans for your life, you will tend, without any effort, to try to use God for your own purposes. This is idol worship of the darkest and foulest sort. It doesn’t look so bad from the outside. As a lukewarm Christian, I can look very upstanding, I can be very kind, and I can even participate in successful ministry. However, if I am not doing these activities purely out of love and devotion to God, I am far worse than any high priest of Baal because I am actually using God to worship myself. If you’re wondering whether you have ever done this, I can assure you that you have. We all have. I believe that’s one of the reasons God included the story of King Saul in His Word. I think we are supposed to be so frustrated with Saul—so angry at his inability to get his eyes off of himself—that we utterly determine by the grace of God that his lukewarm attitude will not infect us! This story has had that effect on me, and I pray it will on others as well.



David B. Carl Creative Director Paws & Tales
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I think it is important to keep this moment of the story in the storyâ€”the context and .... That is the very definition of the lukewarm believer. ... these activities purely out of love and devotion to God, I am far worse than any high priest of Baal ... 
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A: The Spirit of God comes upon King Saul and he begins to lead his people. Q: What does Samuel ... Q: On the eve of going to battle with the Philistines, when Samuel does not come as soon as King Saul wants, what does he decide to do? .... doesn't p
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We are prisoners of sin, and we do not have the key. Fortunately ... If you could talk to a caterpillar, he would probably tell you he does not want to be a butterfly.
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The goal of this questions-and-answers section is to initiate interaction between you and your kids. Please do ... Q: It seems to me that King Saul was wrong in offering the sacrifice, but it didn't seem bad enough that he should lose his kingdom. ..
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â€œFor I know the plans that I have for you,â€� declares the LORD, â€œplans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future ... He knows everything, His plans are mysterious to us, and He works everything together according to His good purpose.
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Once that is accomplished, you can then translate them into appropriate answers for ... Q: If God allows evil men to succeed, then why shouldn't we follow Haman's ... Some scholars argue that the book of Esther does not belong in the Bible ...
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seemed an evil circumstance was really part of God's plan and it will be used for good. Or our suffering could be due to our sins or the sins of others around us. A deep mystery surrounds every tragedy. We may not know the reasons behind our sorrow u
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seemed an evil circumstance was really part of God's plan and it will be used ... is to do good things for us, then we will be utterly unhinged when disaster strikes.
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God Has a Plan for Our Lives. Key Verse ... intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many livesâ€�. (Genesis ... We could have everything we want on earth and still go to heaven.
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God may not keep you safe all the time, and you may not succeed at everything you try. This concept is a bit difficult to ... Queen Esther made the decision to go before the king even though it could mean losing her life. Can you think of anything th
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This is a dangerous deception. It certainly is better to live good lives than lawless, selfish ones, but this only makes us better citizensâ€•it doesn't save us. If we have sinned even once, we are infected with a fatal spiritual virus called â€œsin.
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Ear Check (Story Comprehension). Q: What do the kids cry ... Heart Check (Spiritual Application). Q: Goliath .... no more than a speed bump. For many, though ...
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So far has He removed our transgressions from us. (Psalm 103:11â€“12). Ear Check (Story Comprehension). Q: What food does Cindy make that her father says is terrible? A: Biscuits. Q: What do Pastor Flint and Paw Paw Chuck rebuild after it collapses? 
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cloud our senses. Over time as we hold onto and dwell on temptation, ... â€œIâ€� Check (Personal Application). 1. C.J. asked Captain Horatio if he could take care of ...
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great illustration of what happens when God gives us gifts and we dedicate them to Him. ... a part of the story arc, which means there is a setup at the beginning and end of the episode ... lifestyle, but it did not have much effect on my worldview.
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Q: When people have something â€œwrongâ€� with them, like C.J.'s eye, is it a sign that they did something wrong or that their parents did something wrong?
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While trapped, we often hold a strange and twisted hope that may keep us from realizing just how bad our situation really is. As long as we cling to this false hope, it will keep us from repenting and coming to God for forgiveness. Our thought proces
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Q: What name do the men around the campfire call Chuck? A: Goliath. Heart Check (Spiritual Application). Q: Chuck was haunted by the sins of his past.
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something. Sin may feel like freedom for a time, but in the end it leads us to loss and destruction. Our surrender to. God will lead to forgiveness, healing, and transformation. Whether we like it or not, we are serving either God or sin. We must cho
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