









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













ORSP / Sponsored Programs Communications 2015



h t t p ://o r s p . u m i c h . e d u/u n i f o r m - g u i d a n c e



UNIFORM GUIDANCE A GUIDE FOR RESEARCH ADMINISTR ATION AT UNIVERSIT Y OF MICHIGAN



2 CFR 200



#



{



COST SHARING



8 S



DIRECT COSTS ADMIN/CLERICAL STAFF



RULES ARE ESSENTIALLY UNCHANGED BUT ARE MORE DETAILED § 200.413



VOLUNTARY COMMITTED COST SHARING IS NOT EXPECTED § 200.306 Voluntary committed cost sharing cannot be used as a factor in merit review, unless it is both in accordance with Federal agency regulations and specified in a notice of funding opportunity. Criteria for considering voluntary committed cost sharing must be explicitly described in the notice of funding opportunity.



Refer to the standard four criteria when determining if clerical/administrative salaries are allowed: ALLOWABLE, ALLOCABLE, REASONABLE, and CONSISTENTLY TREATED. The previous appendix that described how clerical/administrative support would be allowable on major projects no longer exists. Now based on nature of the work.



ENTERTAINMENT COSTS



REPORTING, CLOSEOUT



ASSUME 90 DAYS, CONSISTENT WITH EXISTING U-M POLICY §§ 200.327, 200.328, 200.343



UNIFORM GUIDANCE VALIDATES EXISTING U-M PRACTICE § 200.438



U-M’s Timeline for Annual Reports is unchanged at 90 days. The Uniform Guidance allows extra time (up to 120 days) to reach subcontractors, etc.



Costs of entertainment, including amusement, diversion, and social activities, and any associated costs are unallowable, except where specific costs have a programmatic purpose and are authorized either in the Federally-approved award budget or with prior written approval of the Federal awarding agency.



For Closeouts, look to agency’s implentation and otherwise assume 90 days. NSF and NIH have increased to 120 days.
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COMPUTING DEVICES



UNDER MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES §§ 200.20, 200.94,200.453 Computing devices are now considered a supply. Cost Principles still apply and importantly must be “essential.” No prior approval from sponsor required but be cautious about adminstrative use or dual purpose use.



w



PARTICIPANT SUPPORT COSTS



FOLLOWS NSF MODEL. EXCLUDED FROM MODIFIED TOTAL DIRECT COSTS AND, AT U-M, REQUIRES A SEPARATE PROJECT GRANT (P/G) - §§ 200.75 AND 200.456 Now a standard definition stating that the costs are only for training and conference grants. Excluded from the direct cost base for calculating F&A (as was always the case for NSF). Only applicable if specifically called out in the Program Announcement. Does not apply to NIH Training Grants.



FAIN



FEDERAL AWARD IDENTIFICATION NUMBER - § 200.210 A new number, a FAIN, will appear on the Project Award Notice (PAN). ORSP is responsible for completing this field in the eResearch Proposal Management System. This number may be referenced in federal awards.
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REVISION OF BUDGETS AND PLANS



§ 200.308. SEE U-M POST AWARD CHANGE REQUEST FORM



Prior approval still needed for change in scope, change in PI, disengagement of faculty (previously was absence of the PI and not disengagement) for 3 months or 25% reduction.



PRIOR WRITTEN APPROVAL



THE FOLLOWING ITEMS REQUIRE PRIOR WRITTEN APPROVAL IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES VISIT 200 CFR § 407 AND U-M PRIOR APPROVAL MATRIX: HTTP://OW.LY/OUTO7 • 



Use of grant agreements



• 



Entertainment costs



• 



Organization costs



• 



Cost sharing or matching



• 



Equipment and other capital expenditures



• 



Participant support costs



• 



Program income



• 



Exchange rates



• 



Pre-award costs



• 



Revisions to budget and program plans



• 



Real property equipment



Fines, penalties, damages and other settlements



• 



• 



Rearrangement and reconversion costs



• 



Fixed amount subawards



• 



Fundraising, investment management costs



• 



Selling and marketing costs



• 



Direct costs



• 



Goods or services for personal use



• 



Scholarships and student aid costs



• 



Compensation for personal services



• 



Insurance and indemnification



• 



Taxes



• 



Compensation for fringe benefits



• 



Memberships, subscriptions, and professional activity costs



• 



Travel costs



Q: Where can I find the Uniform Guidance? A: The Uniform Guidance can be found at 2 CFR 200. Q: The Uniform Guidance is effective for awards issued on or after December 26, 2014. What do I have to do to comply with the Uniform Guidance? A: Like the old OMB Circulars, the Uniform Guidance applies to federal funding agencies, which issue their own policies and procedures that will govern the awards we receive. Only a handful of federal agencies -- NSF, NIH, EPA, etc. -- have released updated policies and procedures. As a result, continue to follow the old OMB Circulars until the federal funding agency has published updated policies and procedures. Q: When will our external auditors begin testing for compliance with the Uniform Guidance? A: The Uniform Guidance Audit Requirements go into effect on July 1, 2015 Q: Do I follow the old OMB Circulars or the Uniform Guidance if my funding was issued prior to December 26, 2014? A1: If your funding was issued prior to December 26, 2014, you should follow the old OMB Circulars unless the award has been expressly amended to incorporate the Uniform Guidance. However... A2: ...Beginning July 1, 2015, ALL federally-funded awards will follow the Uniform Guidance, regardless of the date they were issued. Q: Until federal agencies update their terms and conditions, what will be the process for getting approval of costs not in a funded budget subject to the Uniform Guidance? A: ORSP will update the requirements of the Post-Award Change Request Form once the federal agencies update their terms and conditions. Until then, use the Form as before. Q: I heard that the Uniform Guidance requires that “price or rate quotations must be obtained from an adequate number of qualified sources” for purchases over $3,000. What do I have to do to comply with this requirement? A: Implementation of the new Uniform Guidance procurement standards has been delayed until July 1, 2016. So for now, you may continue to operate under the procurement requirements of OMB Circular A-110. Q: The university recently increased the competitive bid threshold for procurement transactions to $10,000. Do I have to follow the Uniform Guidance threshold of $3,000 or can I use the University’s $10,000 threshold?



FAQs



A: You may use the University’s $10,000 threshold until the new Uniform Guidance procurement standards go into effect on July 1, 2016. Guidance on how to comply with the new procurement standards will be provided at that time. Q: The Uniform Guidance allows entities without an approved F&A rate to use 10% of Modified Total Direct Costs, but NIH used to require that foreign subrecipients use an F&A rate of 8% of Total Direct Costs. Which F&A rate should I use? A: NIH clarified at the January Federal Demonstration Partnership meeting that it will require foreign NIH subrecipients to continue using an F&A rate of 8% of Total Direct Costs minus equipment. Q: What is happening with the Federal Research Terms and Conditions? A: The Federal Research Terms and Conditions (RTCs) are currently being revised and do not apply to awards under the Uniform Guidance. Q: The Uniform Guidance states that charging administrative/clerical staff is allowable if the staff are integral to the project and can be specifically identified with the project, and if such costs are not also recovered as indirect costs and are in the budget or have prior agency approval. NSF’s implementation of the Uniform Guidance follows this requirement, but NIH has chosen to waive the prior approval requirement. What do I need to do in order to make sure any administrative/clerical staff charges are allowable? A: First, remember that the federal agencies are responsible for implementing the terms and conditions of the Uniform Guidance, so you need to follow the relevant agency’s implementation. Second, make sure all the conditions above are met. For example, you will need NSF’s prior approval if the costs meet the requirements above but were not explicitly in the awarded budget. For NIH, you will not need their prior approval provided the costs meet the requirements (regardless of whether they were in the awarded budget). Both require the Post-Award Change Request Form to be submitted. Q: The Uniform Guidance says we should treat computing devices under $5,000 like supplies and that the device does not need to be solely dedicated to performance of the funded project to which it is being charged. Does that mean I no longer need to get ORSP approval before purchasing a computing device on my grant? A: No. You will continue to need to



get ORSP approval before purchasing a computing device on your grant. Think of computing devices like other office supplies (e.g., copies, postage, etc.) The Uniform Guidance requires that, in order to be allowable, the circumstances for charging a computing device to a grant must be unlike the normal circumstances under which project personnel are provided computing devices. In addition, the computing device must be allocable to the funded project and therefore must be charged in accordance with relative benefit received by the project. In other words, you must still split the charge for a computing device amongst the various activities for which the device will be used. Q: Under the Uniform Guidance the definition of Participant Support Costs means, “direct costs for items such as stipends or subsistence allowances, travel allowances, and registration fees paid to or on behalf of participants or trainees (but not employees) in connection with conferences, or training projects.” Is the new definition restricted to trainees (i.e., students)? A: The new definition of Participant Support Costs includes both trainees and participants, regardless of status, but is limited to conferences and training grants. Consult the awarding agency for further guidance. Q: Is it true that temporary dependent care costs related to travel are allowable under the Uniform Guidance? A: Technically, yes. However, the Uniform Guidance also states that these costs are only allowable if they are “consistent with [U-M’s] documented travel policy for all entity travel.” Since U-M does not pay for such costs from its institutional funds, temporary dependent care costs associated with travel cannot be charged to a federal grant either. Q: Will Sponsored Programs still assume under the Uniform Guidance that cuts to an award came at the expense of the “old A-21” categories? A: Yes, Sponsored Programs will still assume under the Uniform Guidance that cuts to an award came at the expense of the “old A-21” categories. Q: Since Sponsored Programs will still assume under the Uniform Guidance that cuts to an award came at the expense of the “old A-21” categories, will we have to go back to the sponsor to get those costs approved again? A: No, you will not have to go back to the sponsor to get those costs approved. However, the Post-Award Change Request Form will be required to allocate budget to those categories.
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