









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













Oakland Unified School District Every Student Thrives!



January 31, 2017 Volume 1, Issue 6 Stay up to date on all the good things happening in OUSD
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From the Desk of the Superintendent



A Fond Farewell to OUSD



Dear Oakland Community,



As I wrap up my time as Superintendent, I am full of gratitude for the leadership opportunity Oakland has given me and for the dedicated people that will carry on the work here. I have learned valuable lessons while serving OUSD and as I reflect on my two and half years here, it’s a perfect time for me to say a final thank you. The progress we’ve made together would not be possible without partnership from educators throughout the system, parents, students, community, and district staff. I also want to thank my colleagues who helped me to hear first-hand the voices from throughout our OUSD community. I have met so many students, parents and educators while speaking at churches, community events, faculty meetings, small gatherings and Superintendent Parent Forums and I am certain that few urban school districts have such a passionate community. In particular, enduring partnerships with the City of Oakland, Oakland Promise, Peralta Colleges, East Bay College Fund and Oakland Education Fund enrich this District and offer great potential for the future. OUSD is a District on the Rise; our gains are won by both fostering and promoting our strengths while boldly addressing challenges. From the start, I was drawn to the positive momentum created by the Community Schools, Thriving Students strategic plan. My focus has been on solving long-standing problems by streamlining operations and building on the strategic framework in place when I arrived. In Oakland, staff, students, families, and community work together to make an impact. Our high schools and college/career readiness are stronger than ever, teacher salaries have increased by over 17% and relationships with charter schools have improved thanks to a collective effort fueled by a desire to improve. Our improved graduation rates, A-G completion, financial audits, academic performance, and declining suspension rates are evidence that we are moving in the right direction. I continue to be inspired by the talented educators who bring cultural responsiveness, social justice and creativity to Oakland schools everyday. OUSD staff stand out for their relentless pursuit of equity for the benefit of Oakland’s youth and community. Despite our advances, we have not yet achieved the quality of education that all students deserve. Though I wish we could have accomplished more together, I am confident that the team of talented people at OUSD including Interim Superintendent Devin Dillon is prepared to identify solutions and accelerate the successes underway. Please provide Dr. Dillon your full support. She is a talented educator who has a huge heart for children and a passion for supporting educators. It has been my pleasure to work on behalf of Oakland’s students! I wish you much success in the future. Respectfully,



Antwan Wilson Superintendent 2
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Each year, OUSD undergoes a budget prioritization process to make sure that the District is a good steward of public funds and to help determine spending allocations for the coming fiscal years. This year, the District is facing a more challenging budget environment and we must identify ways to boost academic spending while reducing operational and administrative costs. There is no large looming deficit, but we still have difficult choices to make. On January 25, the OUSD Board of Education passed and adopted a resolution about the 2017-18 Budget Prioritization Guidelines that include the following directives: ›› ›› ››



Reduce spending by at least $14 million dollars from the unrestricted General Fund base program by reducing the central budget ($8.5 million) and staffing allocation adjustment due to decreased enrollment ($5.5 million). Develop an operational efficiencies school consolidation plan to be implemented starting in the 2018-2019 school year, in alignment with the District’s Pathway to Excellence Strategic Plan. Prepare and execute a robust community engagement plan to provide stakeholder input in the development of the operational efficiencies school consolidation plan.



The budget prioritization process will continue through June, 2017. To read the full resolution and to learn more about the budget, visit: www.ousd.org/budget2017.



Honoring Martin Luther King, Jr. with Service “Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’” - Martin Luther King, Jr. Students, staff and community members fanned out across the city for a day of service to honor the life and legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. Read on to see how many Oaklanders showed up for others in service of the greater good. • 



At the campus shared by Esperanza Elementary and Korematsu Discovery Academy, over 50 adults and 20 students worked in the garden and on beautification projects.



• 



Members from partner organizations like the Albert Schweitzer Fellowship gathered at Frick Impact Academy to work with families and staff to improve the school garden and landscaping.



• 



Hundreds of community members, including Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf and OUSD School Board President James Harris gathered at Brookfield Elementary to plant 40 trees with Urban Releaf, Cal Fire and Pray 4 Oakland. The trees will help clean the air and promote urban forestry education. • Life Academy benefited from the hard work of partner organization Alternatives in Action and over 100 volunteers who spent the day revamping garden beds, building benches for the soccer field, and doing a massive clean-up of a creek and eucalyptus grove. • The Crocker Highlands Elementary community came together to march in honor of Dr. King, form a human peace sign on the playground and encourage compassion, the school’s word of the month. As Dr. King said, "everyone can be great because everyone can serve.” #iamOUSD #OneOakland
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From Eritrea to Oakland: Pursuing the Noble Profession When Michael Gebreslassie came to California last year after spending his early teaching career in Japan and his home country of Eritrea in Eastern Africa, nobody thought his skills would transfer to an alternative school in Oakland. “Many friends told me teaching in the U.S. would be difficult with my African background, they told me to shift to nursing or IT where the market is. They told me that the American teaching style is completely different and I should start with a regular school and not one that even experienced teachers find challenging,” Michael said. “But I really wanted to pursue my passion. Teaching is a noble profession. I believe when I teach, I have a chance to influence people. So I said ‘No, I don’t want to struggle with what my heart tells me to do’ and that is all about teaching.” Now, as one of four teachers at Community Day School, Michael teaches environmental science, math and some computer science classes for high schoolers. Community Day has only 27 students at the moment - 22 high schoolers and five middle schoolers who were once expelled from their district or charter school. Community Day prides itself on providing abundant support for students with the goal of re-admitting them to district schools once they are ready for academic and social success. With a calm demeanor and distinct accent, Michael does not back down from a challenge. “The first two weeks here were very hard because I had to work a lot to win the trust of students, to create relationships,” he said. “I also had to get used to their culture and it took time for them to understand my accent, everything. Sometimes they made fun of my accent. But slowly, slowly I built a relationship.” His knowledge of Africa and Japan, where he spent three years earning a Masters in Environmental Science from the University of Tsukuba, piques the curiosity of his students. Michael also speaks Japanese, a little Arabic and Tigrinya, “which is my mother language in Eritrea.” He said “students like to know about my experience,” in exchange for teaching him “some basic Spanish because we have so many Latino students and they feel very happy when I ask that.” Despite the initial expectations of his friends, Community Day has turned out to be a great fit for Michael. “People think these are the most difficult schools but it’s all about how you adjust and how determined you are,” he said. “I will keep on helping these young brothers because the satisfaction that I get when my students achieve success is better than anything else.”
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Student Profile: Valentin Carmona Community Day is not a school that Valentin Carmona thought he would be attending. After getting expelled from another school at the end of last year, the 12th grader has found a fresh start within the uniquely supportive environment at Community Day where he is one of only 27 students. Valentin’s perspective on the value of the high school is clear, as the experience has given him a chance to reflect. “It’s like a pause and reset,” he said, describing his time at Community Day. “High school is only four years and those four years will determine where you go for the rest of your life. My advice for kids having a hard time is to do your best to ignore whatever is causing you to get in trouble. Be resilient and boost through the problems. It’s just so important that you work really hard for a few years and make the most out of them.” “At first, I was a little confused and didn’t know how things were going to work out. Throughout the year I’ve been able to understand why I was sent here and it made sense. My other school had about 500 students. Here there’s more one on one attention from teachers and faculty and time to do work.” For Valentin, more time means he has been able to explore his talent for creative writing. “In my other school, the curriculum was a little heavier and I didn’t have time for it,” he said. “One of my favorite classes is Creative Writing with Mr. Keeve because he introduces me to new ways of expressing myself and process the reasons I’ve had to come here. We do a lot of different kinds of writing like fiction, storytelling and a whole unit on poetry.” Valentin shared a few lines from one of his poems, called Oaktown: OUSD arming our youth with the right knowledge and tools, Young ladies making it to prestigious schools, Too smart to get sweet talked by some fools, Organizations offering the youth sanctuaries, Where they complete their work with the help of peer tutors and free dictionaries, The Town, where it’s a struggle to survive, Yet all of its citizens are rejoiceful to be alive, In such a beautiful city, Where we set an example, with our amazing Oakland community. His positivity speaks to the transformative experience he’s had at Community Day.
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“The people I’ve met are what I’ll take away from here. It’s been really surprising. When I told people I was going to a continuation school, they were a little worried for me. I expected the students to be tough and have problems,” Valentin said. “Once I actually met them and heard their stories of how they ended up here, I realized that some of them are kind of sad that they’re here but mostly they’re all trying to do a good job. The sense of community is really strong and I’ve made some great friends.”
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The Skyline High Mountain Bike Club started out as a club for students to learn how to fix their own commuting bicycles. Now in its third year with 20 riders, Coach Michael Raytis has transformed the club into a team that both maintains the mountain bikes they ride and races against teams from across Northern California as part of the NorCal High School Cycling League. Unlike most other teams, however, many of the Skyline riders are new to the sport. Read on for insights from two Skyline riders who started last year.



Emmanuel Bahati, 11th grade Why did you join the team? I had some friends on the team who graduated last year. They encouraged me to join so I decided to give it a try - before that I didn’t even know it was a sport. What was your first year like? When I signed up I thought it sounded easy, but it’s actually hard at first. It takes a little while to get used to it, but mountain biking pushes you beyond your limits and that’s what I like about it. What are races like? Juniors do four laps, each lap is around five miles. A 20 mile race takes roughly an hour and 20 minutes, depending on the person. In the beginning everyone’s in a line but it gets spread out towards the middle. If you can it’s good to stay with your team, but I go at my own pace. What have you learned so far? Mountain biking has taught me to never give up. Sometimes I’m so tired during a race that I ask myself ‘Why am I doing this?’ but at the same time I know I have to finish, so I do.



Kelly Fong, 12th Grade Why did you join the team? I wanted to try out a new sport and Coach Raytis was my ceramics teacher so it was easier to join. Last year there was only one other girl and this year there are four of us. What was your first year like? I always biked when I was younger but I realized it’s nothing like that. It’s really scary at first going downhill and it takes time to learn the gears. One of the things I like about our team is the coaches don’t force you to race, so if you’re not ready there’s no pressure. What have you learned so far? I’ve learned that you can go really hard but you have to think first about safety so that you don’t get hurt; it’s more important than speed. What should people know about mountain biking? People, especially girls, are kind of scared of it but they should just try. I didn’t know I would like it until I went to my first practice and it was really fun. Going out to the trails is my favorite part because I can explore parts of the Oakland hills I’ve never experienced before.



Watch a video and learn more about the Skyline Mountain Bike Club at www.ousd.org/studentstories
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State Superintendent Celebrates Students at School Visits State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Tom Torlakson joined OUSD Interim Superintendent Devin Dillon at Edna Brewer Middle School on January 5 to see the innovative work happening in science classes. OUSD is one of eight districts across the state which are early implementers of Next Generation Science Standards. “As a former science teacher, I couldn’t be more excited by the learning I saw today in Jeri Johnstone’s eighth grade integrated science class,” Torlakson said. “It’s hands-on, interactive, and collaborative. Students and teachers ask lots of questions and work like scientists. These are the kinds of skills needed for success in high school, college and the modern workplace.” Torlakson also stopped by McClymonds High School to congratulate Head Football Coach Michael Peters and the Warriors for their historic win of the CIF Division 5A Championship. He gave Peters a commendation from the California Department of Education and gave the team a similar commendation. While the Superintendent was on campus, Coach Peters and the captains gave him a tour of the facilities that need work. Torlakson said money from Proposition 51, which recently passed at the state level, is meant to correct exactly the kinds of issues found at McClymond’s facilities.



Westlake Middle School Students See the Future Through STEM Designing games? Check. Working on battery powered cars? Check. Launching model rockets? Check. Such is a typical afternoon in the life of a group of Westlake Middle School students who are part of the middles school’s NOBCChe program. NOBCChe, pronounced No-Be-Shay, is the National Organization of Black Chemists and Chemical Engineers, a non-profit organization committed to the discovery, transmittal and application of knowledge in the fields of science and engineering. NOBCChe and Westlake have partnered for the last two years to bring STEM fields of study - science, technology, engineering and math - to life for students. With further support from Spark, an organization that helps underserved youth become motivated learners, the partnership enables Westlake students to work with mentors on exciting special projects ranging from game design to food truck design and edible art to battery powered cars. 50 Westlake students are currently enrolled in the NOBCChe program and will be eligible to continue participating through high school. When it comes time to apply to college, students will be encouraged to attend a college that has a NOBCChE presence. The mission of NOBCChe is to build a community of successful, diverse, global leaders in STEM and advance their professional goals by adding value to their academic, development, leadership and philanthropic endeavors.



“NoBCChe is an example of what a school can offer when we go beyond the classroom model,” says Phyllis Hall, the Director of the NOBCChe program at Westlake. “It gives our scholars a chance to be creative thinkers, experience failure, yet keep going until they get it right.” January 31, 2017 - Volume 1, Issue 6
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OUSD Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Oratorical Festival The 38th annual celebration features the performance of over 1,500 Pre-K through 12th grade students in the categories of original and published poetry, speech and chorals/scenes. Under this year’s theme A Call To Action, both the district-wide competition and finals competition will be held at Castlemont High School.



District-wide Competition



Finals Competition



January 31 | 9:00–1:00 PM | Elementary Schools, A-I February 2 | 9:00–1:00 PM | Elementary Schools, J-Z February 7 | 9:00–1:00 PM | Secondary Schools Students seated at 9:20 AM. Competition begins at 9:30 AM sharp!



February 26 | 1:00–5:00 PM Elementary & Secondary Students seated at 12:50 PM. Competition begins at 1:00 PM sharp!



For more information, visit: www.ousd.org/mlkoratorical



Skyline Drama Director Inspires MLK



Awele (ah WAY lay) Makeba is preparing for the 2017 Martin Luther King, Jr. Oratorical Festival and everything i Ms. Awele’s phone is ringing while she answers a knock on the door of her drama classroom at Skyline High S performing a poem she wrote, and after accepting Ms. Awele’s offer to coach her the other student tells us sh “Oh I love it!!” Ms. Awele exclaims, excited. “We have a legacy here, you are joining it!!”



Ms. Awele, the Drama Director at Skyline, has been the Director of the MLK Oratorical Festival, now in its 38 features the performance of over 1,500 Pre-K through 12th grade students in the categories of original and pu



Donald Oliver, the festival’s founder 38 years ago, envisioned it in Dr. Martin Luther King’s honor as a showca testing and reading score data did not lift up student’s comprehension and abilities. Oliver knew that by displa demonstrate the ability not just to read complex text but also to analyze, synthesize and perform it in a w



“From page to stage is where my work comes in,” said Awele. “First you have to do all the work t text and finding the core essence, the subtext, the message that we’re trying to convey. How d think about how public speaking can move the audience.”



In directing the Oratorical Festival, Ms. Awele has maintained the thematic thread of Dr. Kin who are an important part of freedom and liberation movements. Ms. Awele encourages he social justice issues they care deeply about and find ways to honor those through the piec



“Our students more than ever will be called to take a stand and take action. There are s in schools, our communities, and at a policy level that really impact their lives. King cou those foot soldiers out there doing the work, putting their bodies on the line, using the motivate, and sometimes breaking rules in hopes of fair and just policies,” Ms. Awele sai



Skyline Student Profile: Nadia Brooks Nadia has been participating in the MLK Oratorical Festival since she was five years old. Whether it’s because she is her class president (for the third time), reads the Skyline High School announcements over the loudspeaker every fourth period or tends to win awards at the Oratorical, everybody seems to know and love her. We caught up with Nadia after Ms. Awele’s Advanced Drama class to learn about the 11th grader’s plans for this year’s festival and what poetry means to her.



What got you started with performing and drama?



In second grade I did my own solo performance at the Oratorical. I wrote my own ode to activists of color like Cesar Chavez, Dolores Huerta, MLK and Rosa Parks. I got help with vocabulary, but they were my ideas. I remember I wanted to be with the kids who were serious about poetry.



How did you get started writing poetry?



Ever since second grade, I write all my poetry in a journal. Had I not performed in the MLK Oratorical at such a young age, I might not be writing poetry now and that’s a scary thought because I depend on it. My teachers help to inspire me by introducing new poets and encouraging me. Ms. Awele has taught me a lot about poetry structure and how to look below the surface level to find a deeper meaning in every word choice, syntax and placement.



Oratorical



is starting to happen at once. Just back from Winter Break, School. At the door, one student says she is interested in he is a Freshman, participating for the first time.



8th year, for the past three years. The celebration ublished poetry, speech and chorals/scenes.



ase for students’ oratorical skills. He felt that the aying students’ public speaking skills they could way that celebrates their own interpretation.



that a drama student would do in analyzing the do we want to touch people? Based on that, let’s



ng’s legacy but aims to lift up ordinary people er drama students to focus on the ces they write.



so many things that happen uldn’t have done it without eir voice to persuade, and id.



Nadia won first place in the Chorals/Original Poetry category of the MLK Oratorical for the past two years.



Being Present Pays Off During Attendance Challenge Wanting to highlight the importance of school attendance, local non-profit organization Oakland Natives Give Back launched the Every Day Counts Attendance Challenge in 2015. Since that time, approximately 5,300 K  -12 students have participated in the challenge, which has also yielded a noticeable increase in overall student attendance at participating schools. In Fall 2016, OUSD students and schools were again encouraged to partake in the challenge and vie for prizes after verifying perfect attendance during the challenge dates, and being entered into the lottery. 20 OUSD students were honored by Oakland Natives Give Back on December 20 for achieving perfect attendance during the Every Day Counts Attendance Challenge, from October 17 through November 18, 2016. They were awarded $500 each and represented the following participating schools: Bella Vista Elementary Brookfield Elementary Bridges @ Melrose Academy Frick Impact Academy Global Families 



Howard Elementary Horace Mann Elementary Lafayette Elementary Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary Parker Elementary



School leaders, teachers and families beamed with pride as the awards were given. For Jaymie Lollie, Community School Manager at Frick Impact Academy, the praise for Frick student Antonio Dunn is well deserved. “Most of the winners were from elementary schools and Frick Impact Academy was one of only two schools with secondary grades with winners,” she said. “We have 8 periods in our day, so Antonio had to make on time attendance a priority for every period, every day! We are so proud of him and his family.” Congratulations to all Every Day Counts Attendance Challenge winners and participants, and thank you to Oakland Natives Give Back for investing in our young people to ensure that Every Student Thrives!
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Work-Based Learning at Ralph J. Bunche High School Some may see Ralph J. Bunche as simply a continuation school, but to the students that walk its halls every day, it’s home. The dedication of Bunche faculty to help their students grow and succeed is palpable. School culture at Bunche centers on restorative justice; focusing on talking through problems rather than punishing students with suspension. Bunche builds upon this restorative justice model by providing students with many resources to prepare them for the real world; and thanks to Measure N, these resources have greatly expanded. Chemonie Young, a graduating senior, appreciates that the school offers many work-based learning experiences to make classes more interesting. These experiences have helped her determine the path she will take postgraduation. Young’s plan is to attend College of Alameda and then transfer to Clark University in Atlanta, Georgia. Through work-based learning, she has discovered a passion for working with youth and will delve deeper into this field in college. Although the value of a college degree is not disputed, Bunche also offers alternatives for students who are not interested or ready to attend college right after high school. On Wednesdays, students participate in on-and-off campus internships that allow them to explore various jobs, trades and careers. Terrance Holliday, the Work-Based Learning Liaison for Bunche, arranges internships and Career Exploration Visits to businesses, and recruits guest speakers to share their knowledge and experiences. "Our objective is to help students get jobs that they couldn’t just walk in and get on their own,” Holliday explained. “It’s our way of preparing our families to compete in today’s economy." Students also have the opportunity to shadow employers at worksites. These shadowing and internships opportunities often lead to students being hired as employees post-graduation. In addition to these experiences, Bunche partners with organizations such as Faith Network, Sprouts Cooking Club, Cal State East Bay and the Peralta Colleges to help students gain the job readiness skills needed to thrive. Bunche also offers on-site culinary and hospitality classes, complete with an on-site commercial kitchen for students to prepare meals for the entire school and a dual enrollment culinary course through Laney College. - Michaela Shelton



For more information about Linked Learning, visit ousd.org/linkedlearning, and for more information about Measure N dollars at work, visit ousd.org/parceltax January 31, 2017 - Volume 1, Issue 6
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Central Kitchen, Instructional Farm, and Education Center



The challenge – andBUILDING opportunity ON THE FOUNDATION



OF AN OUSD EDUCATION



Today in Oakland, one in four children does not have access to affordable, nutritious food. Within the Oakland Unified School District (OUSD), this issue is even more glaring, with 72 percent of students coming from lower-income homes. When has Charisse Griffin, a construction worker on the for its Rethinking School Lunch Oakland By creating The Center, OUSD the unique opportunity to establish a hub Center, tells the story of her life, it begins with Oakland initiative, whose vision is to dramatically improve the meals served in our schools. In so doing, we hope to boost schools. student achievement and support mental, emotional, and physical health – all of which are closely tied to nutrition and Through a state -of-the -ar t Central Born and raised in East Oakland, the construction Kitchen, Instructional Farm and healthy eating.



What is the Center?



equipment operator for Bay Cities Paving and Grading first attended E. Morris Cox Elementary School. Her academic performance then earned her a spot at Claremont Middle School. “It was all positive,” she says of her Oakland education which kept her challenged and busy. “We had really good teachers.”



Education Center, The Center in West Oakland aims to give kids the healthy food they deserve. Among other features, The Center will provide: • Roughly 30,000 square feet of space Through a state-of-the-art Central Kitchen, housing a new OUSD Central Kitchen Charisse’s family moved Farm, to Stockton when she was in ninthThe grade and with the change Instructional and Education Center, • A teaching kitchen and instructional We- visited more than 50 potential she “lost her way a little bit.” Although she had always been interested in building even and considered space to support Linked Learning in West to give Oakland as a littleCenter girl - she didn’t Oakland know how aims to break into the field. Fortunately, a “career sitesday” before settling on the former site of Marcus career pathways in agriculture, culinary kids the healthy encounter changed all that. food they deserve. Among Foster School at arts, 2850 Westand Street. Along botany related fieldswith other features,” The have: meeting of technical requirements “I became an apprentice, says Center Charisse.will “I feel a sense of pride. And I am able to give a long • list A one acre instructional urban farm, something back to the schools for all the help that I got when I was young. It’s cool tofootage, green (square space,and elevators, greenhouse produce truck market work on projects (like this one) in Oakland; projects that need attention. ” access, proximity to freeway), theinformation, West Oakland • Roughly 30,000 square feet of space For more location because of the The 28-year-old, who likesafishing, camping and dirtKitchen biking in her spare time, wants to go was also idealvisit housing new OUSD Central www.ousdthecenter.org back to college to study construction management. “This has changed my life for sure.” neighborhood’s rich history of urban farming and



What is The Center?



How did OUSD choose this location?



• A teaching kitchen and instructional space to support Linked Learning career pathways in agriculture, culinary arts, botany, and related fields



dedication to food justice.



Oakland Promise: Kindergarten to College (K2C) • A one-acre instructional urban farm, greenhouse, and produce marketK2C Lead Spotlight on Camila Barbour, REACH Academy Community School Manager The Oakland Promise is a cradle-



to-career initiative that aims to triple the number of college graduates from OUSD within the next decade. Oakland Promise programs support our students financially and provide college guidance in our schools.



I champion the Oakland Promise when I’m in the community, talking with parents at school and others to promote higher education for Oakland students. I believe that every student deserves an equitable education and if we as a community believe that, so will our students.



Kindergarten to College (K2C) creates universal college savings so that by 2020 every kindergarten student in our district will have a college savings account.



Our school, REACH Academy, has adopted the mindset that every student deserves to be college bound. Teachers have re-named their rooms as universities, college swag is displayed in classrooms, and planning for the K2C launch is in progress!



Future Centers are specialized locations at several of our middle and high schools where staff work with students to develop career and college plans and apply for financial aid, scholarships and internships. For more information about the Oakand Promise, visit: www.oaklandpromise.org
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Do you believe that every Oakland Student should have the opportunity to pursue their dream? If so, become an Oakland Promise Champion today! Contact Caheri Gutierrez at [email protected].
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Building Strong Partnerships with Families On January 17, community members, families and OUSD leaders embarked on a day long bus tour to visit schools that have found great success by partnering with families. The first stop was Garfield Elementary, where teachers engage families in student learning through a series of activities called “ the focused five.” At the beginning of the year teachers meet one on one with every family. This is followed by two whole class Academic Parent Teacher Team meetings, and two report card conferences. Family engagement is organized by a coordinating team that includes the principal, community school manager, after school staff and other key stakeholders. Roosevelt Middle School was the second stop of the day, where the group learned about Roosevelt’s biannual student led conferences and the school’s best practices for using technology for outreach. Roosevelt utilizes Jupiter Grades, Talking Points - a multilingual texting service - and Language Link - a telephone interpreter service - to better communicate with parents and keep them updated on student progress. There are 21 languages spoken in the homes of Roosevelt students. A family engagement coordinating team supports Parent Coordinator Lai Saechao in organizing spring home visits, monthly family workshops conducted through the Roosevelt Parent Association, and the recruitment and support of family members for the school site council. After lunch, the group travelled to Coliseum College Prep Academy (CCPA) to learn about the role of advisors in conducting home visits and making personal connections with families to support students. The family resource center is co-located with the college and career center and the focus of CCPA is to support all families to send their students to college. The center hosts an English class for parents in the morning, and college counseling services and credit recovery courses for students in the afternoon. Parent coordinator Maria Robles has a special connection with families The bus tour is the first in a series of research activities on Family Engagement (LCAP Goal 6) being planned by the LCAP Parent Student Advisory Committee. For more information, visit www.ousd.org/lcap.



jobs.ousd.org



@ousdcareers



Are you our missing piece?



You can be a part of something truly meaningful. Your career in Oakland Unified Shool District awaits.



Stay up to date about exciting career opportunities in Oakland Unified! January 31, 2017 - Volume 1, Issue 6
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To find out more about the OUSD Board of Education, please visit: www.ousd.org/boe



James Harris Board President, District 7 [email protected] www.ousd.org/directorharris



Nina Senn Board Vice President, District 4 [email protected] www.ousd.org/directorsenn



Jody London Director, District 1 [email protected] www.ousd.org/directorlondon



Aimee Eng Director, District 2 [email protected] www.ousd.org/directoreng



Jumoke Hinton-Hodge Director, District 3 [email protected] www.ousd.org/directorhodge



Roseann Torres Director, District 5 [email protected] www.ousd.org/directortorres



Shanthi Gonzales Director, District 6 [email protected] www.ousd.org/directorgonzales



Darius Aikens



Ty’Jeare Hunter



Join us at Oakland City Hall* Board of Education meetings, held the 2nd and 4th FREE: child care, validated parking and translation Wednesday of every month www.ousd.org/boe 14



*Unless otherwise noticed
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Community Calendar



2/7



Superintendent Parent Forum Topic: Neighborhoods and Schools: Decoding the Strategic Regional Analysis 9:00 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. Studio One Art Center 365 45th St.



2/8



OUSD Board of Education Regular Meeting 4:00 p.m. Oakland City Hall, City Council Chamber, Third Floor 1 Frank Ogawa Plaza



2/13



Community Advisory Committee (CAC) for Special Education Meeting 5:30 p.m. Cole School 1011 Union St.



2/15



Local Control and Accountability Plan Advisory Committee (LCAP PSAC) Meeting Topic: Student Achievement, A Multi Year Comparison 5:00 p.m. Tentative Location: Lincoln Elementary 225 11th St.



2/16



OUSD District Spelling Bee 5:30 p.m. Think College Now 2825 International Blvd.



2/20



President’s Day Holiday All OUSD offices and schools closed



2/22



OUSD Board of Education Regular Meeting 4:00 p.m. Oakland City Hall, City Council Chamber, Third Floor 1 Frank Ogawa Plaza



3/7



Superintendent Parent Forum Topic: Students are Proficient in State Academic Standards (LCAP Goal 2) 9:00 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. Tentative Location: Jack London Aquatic Center 115 Embarcadero



For the complete OUSD calendar visit www.ousd.org/calendar January 31, 2017 - Volume 1, Issue 6
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African American Literature Read-In February 6 - 10, 2017



In a diverse city like Oakland, it’s critical that our students have opportunities to see themselves - and all of their classmates - in the books they read. In honor of African American History Month, the Oakland Education Fund will host our annual appreciation of African-American writers and illustrators. During the week of February 6, schools across Oakland will host literacy activities, including: • Volunteer read-alouds in classrooms • Family Literacy Nights • Cross-grade buddy reading Last year, nearly 300 volunteer readers participated in 80 schools across Oakland. This year, we hope you’ll join us!



For more information, to sign up your school, or to volunteer, visit www.oaklandedfund.org
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