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Revelation Intensive 2015-16 New City Church Week 23 – Revelation 11: The Two Witnesses and the Rapture



I.



Revelation 11: An Overview A. Revelation 11:1-6 is a Continuation of the Promise of Prophecy in Revelation 10



1 Revelation 11:1-6 Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the angel stood, saying, "Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there. 2 But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months. 3 And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth." 4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the God of the earth. 5 And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner. 6 These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire. B. Revelation 11:7-19 is a Chronological section, ending with the rapture at the seventh trumpet. C. The two witnesses are killed at the conclusion of the release of demonic horsemen in Revelation 9, which kill 1/3 of the earth (the 2nd Woe) D. The rapture is the third woe: 2 Revelation11:7-19 When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome them, and kill them. 8 And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 9 Then those from the peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead bodies threeand-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be put into graves. 10 And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to one another, because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth. 11 Now after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. 12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here." And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw them. 13 In the same hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. In the earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and the rest were afraid and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14 The second woe is past. Behold, the third woe is coming quickly. 15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" 16 And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: "We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is and who was and who is to come, Because You have taken Your great power and reigned. 18 The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, And the time of the dead, that they should be judged, And that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, And those who fear Your name, small and great, And should destroy those who destroy the earth." 19 Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail. 1|Page
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E. In Revelation 10, God shows John how the Bride will endure the most demonized time in earth’s history by living in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, which is the Spirit of Prophecy (Joel 2). F. Even now we can see the demonic realm increasing in influence as men leave loyalty to the Bible and rely on their own logic and strength. 3 1 Timothy 4:1-3 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. G. The ultimate expression of God’s protection in the end times is the rapture, or the finishing of the mystery of God, which is the wedding, or joining together face to face, of Jesus and His Bride: 4 Revelation 10:7 but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets. H. In Revelation 10: the mighty angel raises a hand to heaven to swear to the most important comfort of the end times: the timing of the end of the Great Tribulation, which ends with the rapture. The timing of the rapture is supposed to REALLY matter to God’s people. 5 Matthew 24:21-22 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake those days will be shortened. I.



The angel taking an oath of the time and finishing of the mystery, called the wedding, or the rapture, is the greatest comfort to God’s people and is guaranteed over and over in the Bible:



6 Daniel 12:5-10 Then I, Daniel, looked; and there stood two others, one on this riverbank and the other on that riverbank. 6 And one said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, "How long shall the fulfillment of these wonders be?" 7 Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever, that it shall be for a time, times, and half a time; and when the power of the holy people has been completely shattered, all these things shall be finished. 8 Although I heard, I did not understand. Then I said, "My lord, what shall be the end of these things?" 9 And he said, "Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. 10 Many shall be purified, made white, and refined, but the wicked shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand.
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7 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 8 Ephesians 5:31-32 "FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH." 32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. J.



The rapture is the “third woe” of the trumpet judgments. The rapture marks the moment that the first resurrection is no longer and option for the people of earth:



9 Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years. K. Much of the Church takes a casual approach to the rapture, considering our understanding of it not essential to salvation, unknowable, and the stuff of science fiction. A casual approach to something worse for the earth than the stinging locusts of torment, and the demon army which kills 1/3 of the earth, is unacceptable to God. The woeful nature of the rapture…the greatness and terribleness of it…. Requires an EATING of the information NOW. So we can prophesy in truth. 10 Revelation 10:9-11 So I went to the angel and said to him, "Give me the little book." And he said to me, "Take and eat it; and it will make your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth." 10 Then I took the little book out of the angel's hand and ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my mouth. But when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter. 11 And he said to me, "You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings." L. This is a glorious and intense truth. We must speak truth, not positivity, about these things to bring the purpose of God to pass. II.



The Two Witnesses – At Jesus’ Right and Left A. The two witnesses are the fullest human expression of what is available in Jesus throughout the Church age. They will have the spirit of Elijah/John the Baptist, but expressed in the power of the Holy Spirit, and will rule at Jesus’ right and left forever.



11 Luke 7:25-28 But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed those who are gorgeously appareled and live in luxury are in kings' courts. 26 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is he of whom it is written: 'BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER BEFORE YOUR FACE, WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU.' 28 For I say to you, among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he." 3|Page
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B. The story of the two witnesses is an INVITATION to greatness to the entire end time Bride. C. Jesus invited anyone to be great, but in HIS definition of greatness, which is submitting to the leadership of the Holy Spirit, become as much like Jesus as possible, and ruling with Him forever in the kingdom coming, which is a servant-kingdom: 12 Matthew 5:19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 13 2 Corinthians 3:17-18 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 14 Mark 10:35-45 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him, saying, "Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask." 36 And He said to them, "What do you want Me to do for you?" 37 They said to Him, "Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on Your left, in Your glory." 38 But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" 39 They said to Him, "We are able." So Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink the cup that I drink, and with the baptism I am baptized with you will be baptized; 40 but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared." 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be greatly displeased with James and John. 42 But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, "You know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. 44 And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." D. The two witnesses won’t just exhibit a high level of the obedience of Jesus in their actions, they will manifest a high level of the EMOTIONS of Jesus. E. The two witness will be the greatest servants in the end time generation. F. The two witnesses will love what Jesus loves, hate what He hates, mourn what He mourns, and rejoice in what He rejoices in. G. The two witnesses will tell the truth about the tribulation temple, the division of Israel, and the true intentions of the Gentile nations. H. The two witnesses are “witnesses” to the wedding. They are end time “Friends of the Bridegroom”, or those who prepare the remnant to meet the Bridegroom God… in the line of Moses, Elijah, and John the Baptist:
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15 John 3:26-30 And they came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified--behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him!" 27 John answered and said, "A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ,' but, 'I have been sent before Him.' 29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease. I. J.



The witnesses will attest to the wedding on behalf of the Bride AND Israel. At the end of their testimony, Israel will accept Yeshua as messiah in accordance with Psalm 118. The prophet Malachi prophesied the Spirit of Elijah would be released to get people ready in repentance to meet Jesus. John the Baptist was the initial fulfillment of this prophecy:



16 Malachi 4:4-6 "Remember the Law of Moses, My servant, Which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel, With the statutes and judgments. 5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. 6 And he will turn The hearts of the fathers to the children, And the hearts of the children to their fathers, Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse. 17 Matthew 17:10-13 And His disciples asked Him, saying, "Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?" 11 Jesus answered and said to them, "Indeed, Elijah is coming first and will restore all things. 12 But I say to you that Elijah has come already, and they did not know him but did to him whatever they wished. Likewise the Son of Man is also about to suffer at their hands." 13 Then the disciples understood that He spoke to them of John the Baptist. K. Moses, Elijah, and John the Baptist were all taken from the wilderness, and brought forward to prepare God’s people to move into a greater expression of walking with God. L. Like Moses, Elijah, and John the Baptist, the two witnesses are “more than prophets”. They are so filled with the glory of God, they will release glory in a way similar to Jesus: 18 2 Thessalonians 2:8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. M. The two witnesses will literally “drink the cup and be baptized with the baptism” of Jesus, as they reveal to the people of the earth: i. The Glory of God (protective fire proceeds from their mouths) ii. The power of Jesus (releasing any of the judgments as they desire), iii. The heart of God (geographically protecting the Bride) iv. The patience of Jesus (prophesying for 3.5 years, the length of Jesus’ earthly ministry) v. Dishonor in death (murdered in Jerusalem, death celebrated by the people of the earth) vi. Resurrection of Jesus (raised to life after 3 days) 5|Page
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vii.



They will impart the zeal and glory of Jesus to the entire end time Bride by their ministry:



19 Luke 24:32 And they said to one another, "Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?" N. Their primary role is to facilitate the building of the end time tabernacle of David to unite the Gentiles and Jews together (Acts 15:16-17). Zechariah prophesied this: 20 Zechariah 4:1-14 Now the angel who talked with me came back and wakened me, as a man who is wakened out of his sleep. 2 And he said to me, "What do you see?" So I said, "I am looking, and there is a lampstand of solid gold with a bowl on top of it, and on the stand seven lamps with seven pipes to the seven lamps. 3 Two olive trees are by it, one at the right of the bowl and the other at its left." 4 So I answered and spoke to the angel who talked with me, saying, "What are these, my lord?" 5 Then the angel who talked with me answered and said to me, "Do you not know what these are?" And I said, "No, my lord." 6 So he answered and said to me: "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,' Says the LORD of hosts. 7 'Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain! And he shall bring forth the capstone With shouts of "Grace, grace to it!" ' " 8 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying: 9 "The hands of Zerubbabel Have laid the foundation of this temple; His hands shall also finish it. Then you will know That the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you. 10 For who has despised the day of small things? For these seven rejoice to see The plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. They are the eyes of the LORD, Which scan to and fro throughout the whole earth." 11 Then I answered and said to him, "What are these two olive trees--at the right of the lampstand and at its left?" 12 And I further answered and said to him, "What are these two olive branches that drip into the receptacles of the two gold pipes from which the golden oil drains?" 13 Then he answered me and said, "Do you not know what these are?" And I said, "No, my lord." 14 So he said, "These are the two anointed ones, who stand beside the Lord of the whole earth." i. ii.



Zerubbabel started building the temple twice Zerubbabel gave, and led Israel to give, great wealth to the rebuilding of the temple. Zerubbabel championed the building of the House of Prayer.



21 Nehemiah 12:47 In the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah all Israel gave the portions for the singers and the gatekeepers, a portion for each day. They also consecrated holy things for the Levites, and the Levites consecrated them for the children of Aaron. iii.



iv.
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Zerubbabel (governor) is shown here as one of the olive trees and lampstands, along with Joshua (the Priest) (Zechariah 3). These two encouraged and fed the builders of the temple with servant-heartedness. The Holy Spirit was the power that moved everything forward, as they spoke the words (“grace, grace”) Prayer builds the house of prayer, and the two witnesses will be end time leaders in building, and then they will “keep” it with a release of what it produces, which is judgment and glory.
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