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W e e k 8 Te r m 3 : W e d n e s d a y S e p t e m b e r 1 3 t h 2 0 1 7



PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE QUIZ TEAM Congratulations to our team who took part in the ODT quiz on Wednesday evening and were placed second. Contrary to the ODT newspaper, our students won their second placement fair and square with no hint of wrong doing on their part. We are very proud of the way they supported each other and also coped with the newspaper article. We have received a personal apology from the reporter with the comment that he will be more careful in future when he records quotations from students. BEE HIVE A big thank you to Shane Ryan and Alexandra New World who presented our school with pollinator leaf bees and a beehive as part of the Little Garden Promotion. We also recieved a Little Garden School kit so the bees are going to be very busy pollinating. The bees are presently in cocoons until the weather warms up. Leafcutter bees do not produce honey so they are not aggressive and will not sting unless directly threatened.



STUDENT COUNCIL @ MARDI GRAS Our student council has planned a stall for the Mardi Gras on the Friday night of Blossom Festival.They are raising money for the swing they hope to purchase for the school. They will be selling lollies, running games and doing face painting. Thank you to the PTA for the donation of lollies which were left over from the school disco. They will be situated beside the Candy Floss man and look forward to seeing you all there.



WOW NIGHT



ST GERARDS FAIR- Sunday October 29th To reach our goal of $20,000 we need to make this fair a success. Help Needed: Please if you can help by leading or helping on one of these stalls it would be much appreciated. If we do not have the helpers we cannot run the stall as the PTA is very small this year and cannot do it all. • Chocolate Wheel- someone to announce and others to sell tickets • Game and Fun Zone- to sell the tickets • Entertainment- someone to lead and organise the format of this area ( this is purely to add atmosphere to a great day using students and local people)



Donations• If your family or business feel they could support our fair by sponsoring a stall or activity e.g donation that pays for the whitebait so all is profit, donation for the equipment for the hair and beauty salon , please let Chrissy in the school office know- [email protected] or ph 4488339 •



If you or your family wish to donate prizes for our stalls, e,g the chocolate wheel, please also contact Chrissy at the school office. The more we get the less we buy and the more money we make to achieve our goal.



White elephant goods. ( recycling at its best!) Please clean out those cupboards and sheds Anything you wish to donate, please drop off at the uniform shop space or large items outside the basement area. It will be checked daily and placed away for safe keeping. Anything that needs to be out of the weather must be left inside the uniform space or the school need to be contacted please, so we know it is outside. Raffle donations



− Donations to be part of the monster raffle – Collection Boxes in office − Room 1 , 2 - Something sweet − Room 3 - Bathroom Item − Room 4 - Tin or Non Perishable Food Item − Room 5 - Cleaning Item − Room 6 - Refreshment Item (coffee, tea, juice etc) - Room 7 - baking products



THE GATHERING - TEACHERS TRAINING Friday September 22nd- please let you child’s teacher or Chrissy know asap, if your child will attend school on Friday 22nd. We have 3 relievers for the whole school. Senior Kapa haka are needed to welcome our visitors at the Cellar door at 9am but can certainly return home after this,if you wish to have a long weekend.



RESTORATIVE PRACTICE Empathy A huge part of Restorative Practice is the ability to recognise another person’s feelings and respond accordingly and respectfully. It helps when children can then understand those emotions in relation to their own. An activity you could try with your children is • to talk about them about different scenarios- e.g a friend is being talked to in a mean way- what do you think your friend is feeling, how could you help that person- what would help look like, sound like, feel like? • Show them empathy- your role modelling is the strongest learning they can receive. The terms focus in term 3 has been “walking in others shoes” –remind them of this.



SPECIAL CHARACTER This week is Social Justice Week 2017 During this week, we are invited to reflect on this year’s theme: Weaving Bonds of Belonging: Knowing our Neighbours. The Caritas education team has put together some resources for our schools which encourage students to ‘connect’ more effectively in their families, within the school and outwards to their wider communities. This week, students will be bringing home a ‘Connection Card’. One of the tasks they are challenged to complete relates to developing stronger whānau/family bonds. There are a number of tasks that your child may choose to undertake: having a ‘TV-free’ night and playing a board game with the family, going on a family picnic, playing a game with a younger sibling, or just spending longer over dinner and talking about what each family member did during the day. Older students will also have some ‘community connection’ tasks to complete which may require your help. We would be very appreciative of your support in helping your children complete their tasks, and we hope that everyone enjoys participating in Social Justice Week. CONGRATULATIONS Congratulations to the 12 children who received the Sacrament of Confirmation last night with Bishop Colin and Father Pat. Thank you to all those who are supporting the children on their faith journey. A big thank you to Markelle Ward for all her hard work in preparing the children. Altar Servers WEEK



DATE



NAMES



Week 8



17th September



Imojen Constable



Shannon Kelliher



Week 9



24th September



Libby Handford



Tessa Handford



Week 10



1st Octpber



Shannon Kelliher



Mia Flannery



MASS TIMES 6.00 pm Saturday at St Peters in Omakau 9.00 am Sunday at St John the Baptist in Alexandra



BIRTHDAYs



Rafferty Love Charis Morrell Tessa Handford Milla O’Kane Mia Flannery Eva Cowley Liam Baxter



14th September 15th September 16th September 18th September 18th September 19th September 19th September



PTa



Opening Hours: Monday - 2.45pm to 3.15pm Friday – 8.45am to 9.15am (Located Beside Room 3 – open other times by request) Contact Details: [email protected] or Kate Donaldson 027 6229226



Up Up and Away!!! Some of the children walked down to Pioneer Park yesterday to see the hot air balloons.The children were very excited when Mrs Flannery got chosen to have a ride. Mrs Flannery wasn’t quite as excited and was very pleased the balloon was tied down and only went up a short distance despite the children all singing their favourite song from Frozen - “Let it Go, Let it Go”



SPORT Netball Uniform Returns: Looking good, thank you. The box is getting full. A reminder, that if yours is still at home, it needs to be in the box in the office now. We have a whole new set of skirts this year, so we need to look after them. Getting them returned at the end of this season is vital.



Athletic Training: Brrr! Hoping that next week is a bit more spring-like. Training for our athletic sports will begin next week on Monday and Thursday. School sports uniform should be worn on these days. This year we will miss Mrs Brydges who has helped us over the last 3 or 4 years. If there is anyone out there who is able to share their time to assist with athletics please email [email protected] . Our school sports will be on Tuesday 24th October at Molyneux Park. Put this date in your diary now – yes we will need parent helpers, anyone with knowledge of shotput? to help run this competition on the day. Our regulars no longer have a student at St Gerards.



Girls’ Cricket: The Molyneux Cricket Club are looking for any year 5-8 girls who might be interested in playing cricket, they are looking at entering a girls only team into the year 5-6 hardball competition. 9 – 10 players are needed per team and there is good interest around other schools. If there were 2 or 3 players from St Gerards wanting to play this season, it would be fantastic. Please contact Shayne O’Connor at [email protected] if you are interested. He will have the information about what would be involved.



enviro group Room 5 and 6 and the Enviro group have been working hard on developing our new native garden. If you're visiting the school come and have a look out the front of Room 5 and 6, alongside Station St. So far the lawn has been dug up and wood chips laid down. Our planting of native plants will take place over the next few weeks. We plan to plant a wide range of native species that were originally found in abundance around Central Otago but many of which are now quite rare. We would like to thank Dave Cockburn for his generous help, bringing in his digger and clearing the old grass. We'd also like to thank Claire, Dana and Bev from the Clyde Railhead Community Eco Nursery, they have been a big help, sharing their knowledge of our native species and helping us design our planting plan. Finally we thank Dave Ramsey and Alexandra Hire & Landscaping Supplies for delivering our huge load of bark chips.



GENERAL NEWSBOARD



19th September 22nd September 27th September Sunday 29th October



Rms 7 & 3 Koura Farm visit The Gathering WOW night School Fair



Sausage Sizzle Thursday lunchtimes - $2 each. Please have money to office by 9.00am



MOVIE NIGHT KELLY CLUB ALEXANDRA BOOK ONLINE AT WWW.KELLYCLUB.CO.NZ OR CALL 021 083 08338 / [email protected]
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