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E.A. Moores & Son, Clarkdale, Arizona



Source: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/master/pnp/habshaer/az/az0200/az0251/data/az0251data. pdf By June 1927 the funding was in place, the design finalized and the construction contract let. The next step was construction of the bridge itself. The first major hurdle to be overcome - indeed, the single greatest hurdle of the project - was the transportation of some 3.2 million pounds of materials, supplies and equipment over the 130 miles from the railhead at Flagstaff to the bridge site. With little improvement since the 1910s, the road north of Flagstaff was still no more than a trail in many places. And with temperatures ranging from 110° to 16° below zero, the travel conditions varied wildly. KCSS hired E.M. Moores and Son of Clarkdale, Arizona, to transport materiel from Flagstaff to the site, with the stipulation that 10 tons per day be delivered.41 To accomplish this, Moores used a 5-ton and a 12-ton truck. The loads varied greatly in size and weight, the largest steel components weighing 12 tons. This posed a serious problem at the Cameron Bridge. Rated at ten tons, the lightweight suspension bridge had to be strengthened by USIS before heavy hauling could begin. In addition to his role as teamster, Moores was responsible for road maintenance in the northernmost 80 miles of the route. When snow drifted onto the road, the trucks were scheduled so that they passed over the snow-packed stretches at night to take advantage of the freezing temperatures. Moores's drivers negotiated steep grades, sandy washes and deeply rutted roadways, taking between 13 and 20 hours for the 130-mile trip. They were able to trade off with other drivers from a road camp set up about halfway along the route. In spite of the hardships, Moores managed to ship everything to the site within a fourmonth period in 1927-28. Meanwhile, in the Kansas City plant of KCSS, the components for the bridge were being fabricated from steel rolled by the Illinois Steel Company. The first erection equipment left the plant on January 5, 1928, the first structural steel two weeks later. In all, the fabricators shipped some fifty carloads of material by train to Flagstaff, where it was loaded onto Moores's two trucks. Limited by the size of the trucks and the capacity of the Cameron Bridge, the largest steel members were 53 feet long and weighed 12 tons. Moores was paid $35.00 per ton for materials delivered to the site. At the end of the project, the haulage contract totalled $58,000. Ralph Hoffman, "Grand Canyon Bridge Opens New Route Across Greatest of All Natural Barriers," pages 13-14; "New Traffic Link Spans the Grand Canyon," Construction Methods, January 1929.
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