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#ISPOWER JOINS 2016 INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES December 3, 2016 – The theme for this year’s International Day for Persons with Disabilities “Achieving 17 Goals for the Future We Want” gives us an opportunity to invite people around the world to embrace persons with disabilities as a valuable part of our human diversity. Building on this, the #ISPOWER awareness campaign, calls on all partners to use this day to reaffirm their commitment toward inclusion in our communities and ensuring that people with disabilities have access to the assistive health technology and specialised care they need. ISPO, together with its partners Handicap International, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the International Confederation of Amputee Associations (IC2A), the International Society of Wheelchair Professionals (ISWP), the African Federation of Orthopedic Technicians (FATO), and Motivation UK, are using this occasion to unite and call for increased access to services and care for people with disabilities worldwide. The 2016 IDPD also coincides with the 10-year anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) – one of the most quickly and widely ratified international treaties put forth by the United Nations to date. While much has been achieved over the past years, there is also much work ahead. a vast majority of disabled people formidable barriers. An estimated 1 billion people in the world need Assistive products now and this will double by 2050. Yet, only 5-10% of the population in need actually have access, leaving 90% excluded. (Source: WHO) According to Prof Rajiv S. Hanspal, ISPO International President: “Working together under #ISPOWER in the framework of the World Health Organization (WHO) Global Assistive Health Technology initiative (GATE) 1, will increase the impact of our organizations’ advocacy activities around the world”. “Countries have to embrace the evolution of populations’ demographics, their health condition and socio-economic requirements and abide by international policy requirements 2. Assistive Health Technology will be an essential game player for the next 50 years and we work hand in hand with the WHO to make access to high-quality affordable Assistive Products a reality”, he said. The global awareness raising campaign #ISPOWER aims to provide a central platform around which all P&O stakeholders work to foster increased participation of people with disabilities in society thanks to increased access to Assistive Health Technology. The 2016 IDPD will take stock of progress since the Convention’s adoption in 2006 and will reflect on the 166 ratifications it has earned thus far. Events at the IDPD 2016 will emphasize efforts toward universal ratification of the CRPD, ideas for the continued advancement of the goals of the convention, and reflection on the challenges that remain toward the full realization of the CRPD’s goals. ISPO is a global multidisciplinary non-governmental organization aiming to improve the quality of life for persons who may benefit from prosthetic, orthotic, mobility and assistive devices. ISPO’s mission is to improve the quality of life for persons who may benefit from prosthetic, orthotic, mobility and assistive devices. ISPO, and #ISPOWER, contribute to a world where all persons have equal opportunity for full participation in society. For more information on #ISPOWER visit: ispower.info For enquiries, please contact Mr Nuno Loureiro, ISPO Head Office [email protected] [email protected] +32 2 213 13 78 1



The World Health Organization (WHO) Global Assistive Health Technology initiative (GATE) was created to realize several articles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) related to the provision of Assistive Technology; specifically article 32 International cooperation on Assistive Technology. 2



The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) identified access to mobility aids, assistive devices and technologies as a human rights obligation that every Member State must fulfil as well as the importance of international cooperation to improve access (ART 32).
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