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Contact: Elad Gross 314-753-9033 [email protected] FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



Pilot Program in St. Louis City Employing Teens to Teach Kids this Summer The Education Exchange Corps is hiring local teenagers to serve as “national advisers” for young leaders at its Summer Leadership Academy in the Hyde Park neighborhood. ST. LOUIS, MO – July 14, 2016—In North St. Louis City, kids are teaching each other how to run governments, manage economies, and navigate international relations. This is all happening at the Education Exchange Corps’ Summer Leadership Academy in the Hyde Park neighborhood. The program—now in its fifth year in Hyde Park—puts kids in kindergarten through high school in a three-week-long global leadership simulation. The kids form their own countries, establish governments, and provide services to their people while dealing with international and local crises. This year, the Education Exchange Corps is piloting an employment program for high school and early college-aged youth. The children who are employed serve as national advisers to the countries run by younger leaders, guiding them through training sessions and providing helpful advice about the going rates of green markers on the market. The pilot youth employment program is part of the Education Exchange Corps’ strategy to tackle lack of opportunity in underserved areas of St. Louis through empowerment. “There’s nothing like seeing a teenager negotiate an international treaty with a kindergartener,” said Elad Gross, President and CEO of the Education Exchange Corps. “We want to give kids space to be creative, and we trust them with responsibility in that space so they can understand the power they have to lead the world.” The young leaders also learn how to apply the lessons from the simulation to their own communities so they can design local projects to improve their communities. Special guests from many fields – including government, law, science, media, and nonprofit management—visit the different countries to provide advice and support for the young leaders. The Summer Leadership Academy started on July 11 and runs through July 29. The program is hosted by Most Holy Trinity School and Academy at 1435 Mallinckrodt Street. ###



The Education Exchange Corps (www.EdExCo.org) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to providing underserved children with better educational opportunities. Since 2008, the EEC has worked with over 2000 children and 200 volunteers in the City of St. Louis. The EEC manages three projects: The Summer Leadership Academy in Hyde Park; Hack4Hope, which introduces teens to technology and entrepreneurship; and a pilot mentorship and college readiness program connecting college students with local high school students. Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EducationExchangeCorps Twitter: https://twitter.com/EduXchangeCorps
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