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    Introduction  to  Model  United  Nations     This   introductory   resource   provides   delegates   with   a   short   introduction   to   Model   United   Nations,   why   is   it   so   valuable,   and   what   skills   individuals   should   focus  on  to  succeed  as  delegates  to  AirMUN  2013. AirMUN  2013  would  like  to  acknowledge  and  thank  Best  Delegate  for  its  support   for  delegate  training. What  is  Model  United  Nations? Model   UN   is   an   interactive   form   of   debate   between   students   which   gives   them   the   chance   to   work   within   the   protocol   of   the   UN.   Participants   act   as   delegates   who  sit  on  simulated  UN  or  supranational  bodies,  known  as  committees. Traditionally,  Model  UN  delegates  will  represent  a  particular  UN  member  state.   However   conferences   such   as   AirMUN   also   afford   delegates   the   opportunity   to   represent   non-‐government   organisations,   observer   missions,   media   organisations,   or   specialist   individual   positions   such   as   a   judge   on   the   International  Court  of  Justice. In   committee   sessions,   delegates   advocate   for   the   position   of   the   country   or   organisation   they   are   representing.   Through   a   process   of   debate,   lobbying   and   negotiation,   committees   seek   to   offer   solutions   to   their   allocated   topics   by   passing   resolutions   representing   the   views   of   their   members.   As   much   as   possible,   committees   adhere   to   the   same   rules   of   procedure   and   protocol   that   govern  their  real-‐life  counterparts. Model   UN   gives   participants   the   opportunity   to   apply   their   research,   public   speaking   skills   and   their   knowledge   of   international   governance   issues   in   discussion   and   debate.   It   also   affords   students   the   chance   to   gain   skills   in   negotiation   and   diplomacy   providing   an   insight   into   the   complexities   of   bringing   together  differing  positions  of  the  international  community.
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    Why   is   Model   United   Nations   So   Valuable   in   Three  L’s   •   Learning:  Model   UN   is   a   fun   way   of   learning   about   contemporary   world  



issues.  In  this  era  of  globalisation,  being  globally  aware  is  more  important   than  ever.



•   Leadership:  Model  UN  develops  leadership  skills.  Model  UN  is  an  exercise   in  research,  public speaking,  and  teamwork.  These  are  skills  that  you  will   need   throughout   your   career   and   leadership   journey,   and   Model   UN   gives   you  a  chance  to  practice  them  while  you’re  a  student.



•   Leadership:  You  can  leverage  your  Model  UN  experience  and  network  for  



your   personal development.   Admissions   officers   and   job   interviewers   look   for   examples   of   leadership,   and   your   experiences   as   an   attendee   or   conference   assistant   will   be   good   examples.   You   will   also   develop   a   network   of   alumni   from   your   Model   UN   club   and   people   you’ve   met   at   conferences.  
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Five  Fundamental  Skills Becoming  an  outstanding  Model  UN  delegate  begins  with  learning  5  fundamental   skills.   Learning   these   5   skills   helps   you   become   a   leader   in   Model   UN.   It   also   helps   you   identify   what   to   work   on   during   conferences   and   practice   sessions.   Most   importantly,   these   are   the   core   leadership   skills   that   Model   UN   teaches,   which  you  will  use  throughout  your  academic  and  professional  careers.



1.  Research Good  research  is  the  foundation  of  your  performance  in  committee.  It  makes  you   feel   confident   talking   about   complex   issues.   You   sound   like   you   know   what   you’re  talking  about,  which  helps  you  become  a  leader  in  committee. Tip:   Study   your   topic   paper,   review   previous   resolutions,   and   find   trustworthy   websites.   Good   research   should   result   in   potential   solutions   to   your  topics.



2.  Public  Speaking Making  great  speeches  helps  you  get  noticed  by  other  delegates.  If  you  frame  the   topic   correctly,   others   will   remember   what   you’ve   said   and   refer   back   to   it   in   their  own  speeches. Public   speaking   is   also   a   critical   skill   that   you   will   use   outside   of   Model   UN,   whether  it’s  explaining  something  to  your  class  or  making  a  presentation  in  front   of  your  co-‐workers. Tip:   Frame   the   topic,   explain   your   country’s   policy,   and   propose   potential   solutions.  Focus  first  on  knowing  what  to  say,  then  work  on  how  to  say  it.                
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  3.  Team  Building This  skill  is  not  as  obvious  as  research  or  public  speaking,  but  it  is  crucial  to  your   success  in  committee. When  you  are  in  unmoderated  caucus,  meeting  people  and  finding  others  you  can   work   with,   you   are   essentially   building   a   team.   Your   team,   also   known   as   a   caucus   bloc   or   an   alliance,   needs   to   work   together   to   write   resolutions   and   get   them   passed.   Being   a   leader   on   your   team   also   helps   you   become   a   leader   in   committee  and  in  the  eyes  of  your  chair. Tip:  During  unmoderated  caucus,  it  is  essential  to  ask  others  what  they  think   and  get  their  input.  That  is  how  you  find  people  who  share  the  same  policies   and  solutions  and  who  can  be  on  the  same  team.



4.  Writing Writing  resolutions  is  where  real  work  gets  done,  and  it’s  also  the  most  difficult   part  of  committee.  Drafting  a  well-‐written  resolution  does  not  mean  just  writing   down  your  ideas.  It  means  listening  to  the  ideas  of  everyone  in  your  caucus  bloc   and  finding  common  ground. Tip:   The   key   to   a   well-‐written   resolution   is   starting   with   the   solutions   that   are   mutually   agreeable.   If   you   have   a   good   framework   for   your   topic,   start   with   the   most   important   issue   and   write   down   the   solutions   that   are   most   relevant  to  that  issue.



5.  Debating You   need   to   defend   your   ideas   against   criticism   and   convince   others   to   follow.   You   need   to   point   out   the   strengths   of   your   proposals   and   find   weaknesses   in   opposing  arguments. Tip:   Approach   delegates   and   ask   for   their   thoughts   about   your   proposed   solutions.   Try   to   find   out   what   would   get   them   to   vote   for   your   ideas.   This   would  be  critical  when  drafting  resolutions  and  amendments  
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