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Prof. Dr. Rafael Rodrigo Presidente CSIC Serrano 117 28006 Madrid   



 



Prof. Dr. Peter Gruss Präsident Max Planck Gesellschaft Hofgartenstr. 8 80539 München



Letter of Intent October 20, 2010 Re: International Max Planck Center Proposal Herewith, Prof. Dr. Jan-Michael Rost (Max Planck Institute for the Physics of Complex Systems-MPIPKS, Dresden, Germany), and Prof. Dr. Maxi San Miguel (Institute for Cross-Disciplinary Physics and Complex Systems-IFISC, Palma de Mallorca, Spain), express their intention to initiate an International Max Planck Center, comprising several groups from Institutes of the Max-Planck society (MPG) and the Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas (CSIC). This letter of intent is to inform the two head organisations, MPG and CSIC, to highlight key objectives, and to interact at an early stage for suggested adjustments. Building on the unique and complementary expertise of the two Institutes on the Physics of Complex Systems and our current successful joint series of workshops entitled “Trends in Complex Systems” (http://ifisc.uib-csic.es/tcs/) we plan to substantiate and extend our collaboration with a joint research program including additional partners from other CSIC and Max Planck Institutes. Together we intend to establish an International Max Planck Research Center, which shall be guided by the vision to develop the Physics of Complex systems towards the foundation of Systems Physics. This implies transfer of insight and approaches developed by studying the properties of and interactions in matter to a much wider class of problems, stretching all the way to questions into human behavior, but strictly keeping the natural science approach of physics. If successful, the intended International Max Planck Center on System Physics has the potential to gain a unique standing in the field. Key emerging objectives will be identified in the scientific proposal. Implementation of the research plan will include joint appointments of postdoctoral fellows spending half of their time at Max Planck institutes and half of their time at CSIC institutes, and intensive exploratory workshops with a small number of participants. Altogether, bringing



different institutes of MPG and CSIC together in a strategic partnership allows raising scientific capabilities, impact and recognition of our Research on Complex Systems to the next level. Attraction of excellence is an additional foreseen asset of such a partnership. We, the core team from IFISC and MPIPKS, express our intention to assemble the complete team of groups, and to submit the proposal by February 2011, aiming for a starting date of July 2011.



Prof. M. San Miguel



Prof. J.M. Rost
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