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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS BEDFORD ~ LEWISBORO ~ NORTH SALEM



November 2014 COMING UP Tues 11/18: Monthly Board Meeting, 10 am (vs 9:30) North Salem Public Library 276 Titicus Rd (Rt 116), North Salem Tues 11/18: Affordable Housing Program, Noon to 2pm North Salem Town Court Room 274 Titicus Rd (Rt 116), North Salem Presentation by Norma Drummond, Westchester County Deputy Commissioner of Planning, followed by a trip to the Bridleside Housing Units *Date and location of December Holiday Luncheon TBD*



Know a high school student who might be interested?



STUDENTS INSIDE ALBANY May 17-20, 2015 SIA is an annual conference sponsored by the LWV of New York State. The program brings together high school students from across the state to learn about New York government and the process by which citizens can participate in the policy-making arena. Activities include students shadowing NYS legislators and a tour of the NYS Capitol. Our chapter selects and sends a local student each year. For more information, contact us at [email protected]; please include ‘Students Inside Albany’ in the subject line.



BEDFORD-LEWISBORO-NORTH SALEM LEAGUE NEWS NEW MEMBER: A very warm welcome to our newest League member, Susan Landolt of South Salem! AFFORDABLE HOUSING PRESENTATION: Join us on Tuesday, November 18th, for “A Local Example of Fair and Affordable Housing in Northern Westchester,” a presentation by Westchester County Deputy Commissioner of Planning Norma Drummond. The program will address several aspects of affordable housing, including the process that goes into the development of country-sponsored housing, the involvement of local municipalities, and the selection of residents. Light refreshments will be served. The presentation runs from noon until 2 pm at the North Salem Town Court, 274 Titicus Road (Rt 116). Afterwards, we will have an opportunity to visit the 65unit Bridleside Apartments nearby on June Road. For more information, contact Susan Auslander at 914-763-9747. INFORMATIONAL COFFEE: Our State of the Towns coffee was well-attended and well-received. The town supervisors brought residents up-to-speed on the latest information and fielded audience questions. Thanks to those of you who attended—and to those of you who brought friends. Keep an eye out for our next coffee! VOTER REGISTRATION: Many thanks to our voter registration volunteers. We had tables in front of DeCicco’s Market in Cross River and the Katonah A&P. CANDIDATE NIGHTS: Bedford: Monday Oct 6th in the Fox Lane Middle School Little Theater Participants: State Senate District 37 candidate George Latimer (incumbent); State Assembly District 93 candidate David Buchwald (incumbent); and Bedford Town Board candidates Don Scott and Bruce Yablon. The town board candidates gave opening and closing statements, with a Q&A period of both League questions and audience questions in between. Since Mr Buchwald was running unopposed and Mr Latimer’s opponent, Joseph Dillon, declined our invitation, we were unable to utilize our typical format for the state races. In order to avoid conducting an “empty chair” debate, which is against League rules, we allowed Buchwald and Latimer to make statements and then participate in a casual ‘meet & greet’ with voters afterwards North Salem: Thursday, Oct 16th in the North Salem Middle/High School Library Participants: North Salem Town Board candidates William Monti and Martin Aronchick. While we were disappointed that neither state senate candidate ended up attending, we had quite a good turnout for the North Salem town board candidates. They answered League and audience questions and mingled with the audience afterwards.



LWVUS NEWS EPA CLEAN POWER PLAN COMMENT DEADLINE EXTENDED: The Environmental Protection Agency has extended the deadline for public comment on the proposed regulation to cut carbon pollution from existing power plants. The new deadline is December 1. League members who want to learn more or wish to comment on the proposal are encouraged to do so. Link: http://participate.lwv.org/c/10065/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=9946 ELECTION REFORM STILL NEEDED: The post-mortem on Election Day 2014 should include discussion on the continued need for election reform. -Voters tried really hard to participate and, unfortunately, barriers stopped some of them from voting and/or having their vote count. -A 40 percent increase in calls to the hotline marks a significant increase and that more public education and outreach is needed about changes to election laws. -Both voters and poll workers were confused about the election rules and requirements in their communities. -There were numerous close races that demonstrate how every single vote cast can impact an election’s result. New anti-voter laws and restrictions prevented voters in communities across the country from weighing in on the issues that matter most to them. Take a few minutes to check out the blog posts from the national League website and the Brennan Center for Justice’s website if you’d like to learn more. Links: http://www.lwv.org/blog/voting-issues-election-day-point-need-decreasing-barriers-andreforming-election-system http://www.brennancenter.org/blog/how-much-difference-did-new-voting-restrictionsmake-yesterdays-close-races COURT STRIKES DOWN UNNECESSARY VOTER BARRIER: The states of Kansas and Arizona tried to force the federal government to require those who register to vote using a simple federal registration form to include proof of citizenship if the voter is a KS or AZ resident. A lower court had sided with the states, but the federal government won with a reversal on appeal. The case, Kobach v. U.S. EAC, could well be headed to the Supreme Court as a major dispute over federal versus state power in voting. Links below: 10th Circuit opinion: http://electionlawblog.org/wp-content/uploads/kobach-eac-10th.pdf Statement from LWVUS: http://lwv.org/press-releases/court-strikes-down-unnecessaryvoter-barrier-kobach-v-eac



LWVNY NEWS BALLOT PROPOSAL ONE PASSES: The LWV of New York State and Citizens Union released a statement on the passage of Question One. “We are pleased that voters seized this once in a fifty-year opportunity to fix our state’s rigged redistricting process and end the practice of drawing districts to favor incumbents, protect majority party control, and discourage competition. The constitution now guarantees New Yorkers fair redistricting rules and the ability to hold the legislature accountable to end partisan gerrymandering. It is a real change from the system we have now, and we look forward to following this enacted reform through to reality in 2021, when the time comes again to draw new state legislative and congressional districts that will bring fair and competitive elections back to New York State.”



ELECTION RESULTS US Congressional Dist 19: Sean Patrick Maloney State Senate District 37 (Bedford): George Latimer State Senate District 40 (Lewisboro, North Salem, Mount Kisco, Pound Ridge): Terrence Murphy State Assembly District 93: David Buchwald Bedford Town Board: Don Scott North Salem Town Board: Martin Aronchick ~~~ Ballot Question 1 – Redistricting Commission: Passed Ballot Question 2 – Electronic Bills: Passed Ballot Question 3 – Smart Schools: Passed



CONTACT INFORMATION LWVUS: Phone: 202-429-1965; fax: 202-429-0854 Website: www.lwv.org Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvoters LWVNY: Phone: (518) 465-4162; fax:(518) 465-0812



Website: www.lwvny.org



LWV Westchester: Phone: 914-949-0507; fax 914- 997-9354 Website: www.watpa.org/lwv email: [email protected] Our Local League, LWVBLNS: PO Box 584, Goldens Bridge, NY 10526 Website: https://sites.google.com/site/lwvblns/home Email: [email protected] President: Harry MacLaughlin



[email protected]



VP & Voter Service: Susan Auslander [email protected] Membership Chair: Kay Tyler



[email protected]



Treasurer: Barbara Kravitz [email protected] Webmaster: Bea Rhodes



[email protected]



The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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Tues 11/18: Affordable Housing Program, Noon to 2pm. North Salem ... we were unable to utilize our typical format for the state races. In order to avoid ... ELECTION REFORM STILL NEEDED: The post-mortem on Election Day 2014 should. 
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