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AMERICAN CULINARY FEDERATION PRESS RELEASE For Immediate Release



Media Contacts: Stacy Gammill: (904) 484-0226, [email protected] Karen Mathis: (904) 484-0247, [email protected]



Maria Wu Named 2017 ACF Northeast Region Pastry Chef of the Year St. Augustine, Fla., March 17, 2017—Maria Wu, pastry cook, The Ritz-Carlton, Westchester, White Plains, New York, was named 2017 American Culinary Federation (ACF) Northeast Region Pastry Chef of the Year at the ACF Northeast Regional Culinary Salon held at The Culinary Institute of New York at Monroe College, New Rochelle, New York. At the regional competition, Wu received a silver medal for her spiced créme fraîche ice cream, brown butter cake, citrus white chocolate flexi ganache, passion orange gel, kaffir crumble, mango curd, coconut snow, coconut tuile, mango salad and micro cilantro. Wu will now prepare to compete against her regional counterparts during Cook. Craft. Create. ACF National Convention & Show, Orlando, July 9-13, for the national title and $5,000 cash prize. The ACF Pastry Chef of the Year award, sponsored by Plugrá® European Style Butter, recognizes a pastry chef who displays a passion for the craft, has an accomplished reputation in the pastry field and has helped educate others by sharing skills and knowledge. “Being chosen as the regional champion is such an exciting privilege,” said Wu. “Having the opportunity to compete at Nationals will test all of our inner strengths and weaknesses. I feel blessed to have great mentors and thank ACF for giving me the opportunity to compete. I believe it is very important to not only share one’s passion, but to also share knowledge, responsibility and leadership skills.” Wu’s is currently a pastry cook at The Ritz-Carlton, Westchester, White Plains, New York. Her previous experience includes pastry cook and baker for The Standard Hotel’s Standard Grill, Le Bain and Top of the Standard. An avid competitor, Wu was an overall runner-up in the 2013 Junior Pastry Chef of the Year competition sponsored by Paris Gourmet for her chocolate sculpture, plated desserts and petit fours. In 2013 and 2014, Wu placed first for Monroe College and received gold medals for sugar sculpture in the confectionary category in the Société of Philanthropique. -more-



ACF Regional Culinary Salon Competitions are a part of ACF’s Signature Series, which provides educational and networking opportunities through ChefConnect events and competitions for culinary industry professionals and students. ACF believes that culinary competitions play a vital role in the development of the culinary craft by testing chefs’ and students’ knowledge and skills in a competitive format. Visit ACF’s Flickr page for highresolution pictures of Wu competing and her final plated dessert. To learn more about ACF competitions, eligibility and rules, visit www.acfchefs.org/competitions. About the American Culinary Federation The American Culinary Federation, Inc. (ACF), established in 1929, is the standard of excellence for chefs in North America. With more than 17,500 members spanning more than 150 chapters nationwide, ACF is the leading culinary association offering educational resources, training, apprenticeship and programmatic accreditation. In addition, ACF operates the most comprehensive certification program for chefs in the United States, with the Certified Executive Chef®, Certified Sous Chef®, Certified Executive Pastry Chef® and Certified Culinary Educator® designations accredited by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies. The American Culinary Federation Education Foundation is home to ACF Culinary Team USA, the official representative for the United States in major international culinary competitions, and to Chef & Child, founded in 1989 to promote proper nutrition in children and to combat childhood obesity. For more information, visit www.acfchefs.org. Find ACF on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.
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