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POPULATION ELEMENT Introduction Growth in the City of Mesquite, since 2000, has been dramatic and should continue into the future. However, as with many communities in Nevada, the growth rate has cooled significantly following the 2008 economic recession. Nevada is one of the fastest growing states in the nation. Between 1990 and 2000, Nevada grew by 66.3%, and was the fastest growing state in the nation. Between 2000 and 2010, Nevada was the 7th fastest growing state, growing at 35.1%. Las Vegas was the 3rd fastest growing metropolitan area (41.8 percent growth rate) between 2000 and 2010. Las Vegas is situated approximately 80 miles southwest of Mesquite. Much of the new demand for living in Mesquite is drawn from growing families and from retirees and seasonal residents that use the community as a winter haven. Many of the retirees represent younger individuals who have taken early retirement buyouts, as corporate America continues to downsize both business and industry. It can be expected that Mesquite will also continue to attract an increasing seasonal population seeking winter residences, along with second-home owners looking for retreats from nearby urban centers. An additional new population sector will consist of individuals attracted to the community because of its dramatically improved business climate and demands for personal services.



History The modern history of the City of Mesquite began in the mid 1800’s, as much of the West was being explored and settled. The Old Spanish Trail and the Mormon Road passed through Mesquite along the Virgin River. The earliest European-American settlements in the region, such as St. George and Las Vegas, sprang up as Mormon outposts at water sources along the trail. Then in 1880, a small group of pioneers, under the direction of their leaders in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, tried to irrigate and settle the Mesquite Flats on the Virgin River. After just a few years, flash floods destroyed the pioneers’ network of irrigation canals and ditches and the devastated community was abandoned. A second group, the Dudley Leavitt family, tried in 1887 to resettle Mesquite Flats. Leavitt, with his five wives and all 39 of his living children, eventually departed after struggling for four years. The third time was the charm. In 1894, six young families from nearby Bunkerville rebuilt the irrigation canal and permanently established themselves. Soon, the successful town attracted more settlers and the name was shortened to Mesquite. For a time, raisins were the main cash crop in the community. As the automobile grew in popularity, Mesquite entrepreneurs opened motels and campgrounds for travelers and tourists. Tourists increased the demand for agricultural products, such as milk and eggs, and surpluses soon made their way to markets in Las Vegas. Dairies dominated the landscape for much of the late 20th century. Significant changes came to Mesquite after the completion of Interstate Highway 15 in the 1970’s. The Western Village Motel was sold in the early 1980’s to become the Peppermill Hotel and Casino, later known as the Oasis. Momentum gathered in 1984 as the town incorporated and the City Council began to lay plans for growth. In the early 1990’s Primex Plastics began manufacturing operations, the Virgin River Hotel opened its doors, and the May 26, 2009
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POPULATION ELEMENT Mesquite Vistas master-planned community began developing. In the next few years other resort hotels and golf course communities were established.



Growth Rates From 2000 to 2010, the City of Mesquite continued to grow. The population jumped from 9,389 to 15,274. While this 62.68% growth is still phenomenal for the overall decade, evidence suggests that Mesquite has lost population the last several years. The economic downturn since ’08 has resulted in a stalled housing industry, and a loss of construction jobs. The number of single family building permits issued by the City of Mesquite between 2007 and 2010 dropped by 56.6%. The number of commercial permits issued during that time period also dropped by 74.2%. The inability of people to obtain favorable financing together with the loss of jobs/income resulted in an out-migration of people from Mesquite as construction jobs dried up. Nevertheless, there are beginning to be positive signs on the horizon. Banks are once again showing interest in financing new subdivisions and construction permits are up. All of which could indicate a return to positive growth. Please refer to Figure 1-1 for historic population counts.



Figure 1-1 Historic Population: 1930-2010 15274
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Source: US Census Bureau



May 26, 2009



City of Mesquite Master Plan



-2



POPULATION ELEMENT Population Estimates Local Consensus Estimates



In 2003, the Mesquite City Council and the Southern Nevada Regional Planning Coalition adopted a joint process for preparing population estimates. This process was adopted as Resolution No. 327 at the September 9, 2003 Council meeting. On July 1 of each year, the local consensus estimate is conducted. The City of Mesquite uses the following tools to prepare the estimates. • Geographically Integrated Land Use Information System (GILIS)—A parcel-based population estimate program • Clark County Assessor’s close-of-roll data • Annual Housing Vacancy Survey • Census Bureau’s person’s per household (PPH) figure for each housing type For greater detail on how this process is implemented on an annual basis, please see the discussion below under U.S. Census Bureau Counts & Estimates. State of Nevada Estimates



State and federal governments use estimates for the distribution of various funds. The State Demographer is required to prepare annual estimates for the population of the state, county, city, and unincorporated towns. Housing and employment data are the primary sources used by the State Demographer when preparing population estimates. The State Department of Taxation uses this estimate for the distribution of state revenue; thus, accurate estimates are important for both the state and the cities. Please refer to Table 1-1 for recent estimates.



Table 1-1 Certified Estimated Population Past Five Years (COM) Year



Estimated Population



July 2007 July 2008 July 2009 July 2010 July 2011



18,787 19,754 21,253 20,440 17,038*



Percent Change from Previous Year July-July 6.4 5.1 7.6 -3.8 -16.64



Source: NV Dept of Taxation NV State Demographer, NSBCD-UNR



*The City of Mesquite appealed the State’s 2011 estimate which was based on the Census Bureau’s 2011 estimate for Nevada. City Housing Unit Counts, Person Per Household numbers, and calculated vacancy rates put the City’s actual population at 18,770 persons.
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POPULATION ELEMENT U.S. Census Bureau Counts & Estimates



A U.S. Census is an attempt to count each person in the population and it is prepared every ten years. The census process is time consuming, and it is more expensive than creating a local estimate. The results are used as a benchmark for public services. The Census Bureau provides analyses and other products that serve as a basis for local population estimates. Notably, the Census is the main source used for the apportionment of electorates in Congress, the State Legislature, and for the creation of election districts for the Board of County Commissioners and other state and local boards. The 2010 Census represents an opportunity to see just how the face of Mesquite has changed over the last 10 years. The 2010 Census also represents the benchmark that the Local Consensus Estimate and State of Nevada Estimate must be correlated. As noted above in Figure 1-1, the 2010 Census Count puts the population of Mesquite at 15,274. Tables A through D are taken from the 2010 Census: Demographic Profile for Mesquite. These few statistics do reveal some significant changes with implications for current and future decision makers. Table 1-2



Poplation by Race Single Race White



Black



American



Asian



Indian, etc Geograp hic Area



Total



Mesquite City



15,276



#



%



#



%



#



83.5



146 1.00 143



%



#



0.9



274



%



Ntv Hawn



Other



Multi



Hispanic



White



Other Pac.I.



Race



Racial



or Latino



Nonhispanic



#



%



#



%



#



10.6



308



%



#



%



#



%



Pop 12,757



1.8



34



0.2



1,614



2.0 3,658



23.9



10,896



Source: U.S. Census Bureau



Households By Type There are a couple of key numbers in this Table – Average Household Size (Persons Per Household – PPH) and Families With Kids. The significance of these numbers only becomes apparent by comparing them to certain benchmarks. In 2000 the Average Household Size for Mesquite was 2.73 persons. This figure dropped to 2.38 persons in the 2010 Census. This is partly the result of families with children moving out as jobs disappear. But it is also the result of a growing market for retirees. Mesquite’s economic base is heavily dependent upon tourism and recreation. It is no secret that during economic tough times people cut back on discretionary spending and vacation travel. This impact was felt in the gaming and tourism industries. In 2008 one of the four major casinos in Mesquite closed its doors, along with its resort hotel. Five hundred jobs were lost with the closing. Much of the City’s recent growth has been in large Planned Unit Developments that cater to retirees. Age-restricted housing in these new developments is the other part of the reason that average household size has gone down in Mesquite. May 26, 2009
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POPULATION ELEMENT



Besides comparing the 2010 PPH number with that of the 2000 census, another dimension of this statistic comes into view when compared with PPH of other jurisdictions. For example, during the same time period (2000 - 2010) the Average Household Size in Clark County increased from 2.65 PPH to 2.70. And the Statewide figure for Nevada in 2010 is 2.65 PPH. So Mesquite’s average household size is significantly lower than the County and State averages. This should suggest that Mesquite needs more jobs and housing for families. Table 1-3 Households by Type Persons in



Families



Group Qtrs Total Area



Househ olds Mesquite 6,378 City



Persons Avg HH In HHs Size



#



%



#



15,191 2.38



Families



Husband



With Kids



Wife



%



#



4,444 69.7



%



1,252



%



3,709



Living Alone



Unmaried Partners



#



19.6



Single Parent #



58.2



%



383



#



6.0



%



1,541



#



24.2



%



381



6.0



Source: U.S. Census Bureau



Families With Kids Only 28% (1,252) of the Total Families in Mesquite (4,444) have children, compared to 57% in Bunkerville, 42% in Henderson, 47% in Clark County, and 46% in Nevada overall. The average seems to be around 43%. This is another indicator that Mesquite has framed itself as a retirement community. It is of note, however, that the nearby community of Bunkerville has a much higher percentage of Families with Children than does the County and State. This is probably a reflection of land and construction cost differences between it and Mesquite. Table 1-4 Age Cohorts Age 0-17 Geograp hic Area



Total



Mesquite City



15,276



#



%



Pop



Age 18-24 %



#



%



Female 3,080



20.2



50.6



Age 25-44 %



#



Female 880



5.8



50.1



Age 45-64



%



%



#



%



Female 2,487



16.3



48.9



Over 65 %



#



%



%



Female 4,461



29.2



54.2



Female 4,368



28.6



48.8



Source: U.S. Census Bureau



Age of Population Median age (years) 52.4 ( X ) 62 years and over 5,400 35.3% Once again, the significance of these two statistics becomes clearer when compared to those of other jurisdictions. The median age in Clark County is 35.5 compared with Mesquite’s 52.4. And the percentage of persons over the age of 62 in Clark County is 14.4% instead of Mesquite’s 35.3%.
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POPULATION ELEMENT Table 1-5 Occupancy & Tenure Occupied Units Total



Persons in Units



Owner Occupied



Owner



Vacant Units



Rental



Total



For Rent



Vacancy Rate Seasonal



Tenure



Or Rented Geograp Total hic Area Housing Units Mesquite 8,911 City



#



6,378



%



71.6



#



4,374



%



68.6



#



9,941



%



65.4



#



5,250



%



34.6



#



2,533



%



28.4



#



532



%



21.0



#



1,446



%



57.1



Owner



Rental



8.1



20.4



Source: U.S. Census Bureau



Occupancy & Tenure Of the 28.42 percent of housing units listed as vacant in the 2010 Census, over half (57%) of those are labeled as "seasonal, recreational, or occasional use." A significant share of Mesquite’s population are part-time residents for whom their residence is a second or third home. And these are people who, on their census forms, claim as their primary residence, homes in other states. The 1,446 seasonal vacant housing units represent approximately 12.56% of the total housing stock. But what the Census figures don’t tell us is how many occupied housing units are seasonal. One often hears unquantified guesstimates that our “seasonal or part-time” residents make up as much as 30% of Mesquite’s population. Estimates vs. Counts Why the difference between the 2010 Estimate and the 2010 Census Count? There are several reasons for the difference between the population estimate and the 2010 Census counts. First and foremost, there is a methodological difference between doing counts and estimates. The Census uses actual counts of people based upon those returning their census questionnaires, whereas population estimates utilize a methodology adopted by the Southern Nevada Regional Planning Coalition (SNRPC). This methodology uses the formula:



Keys to making an accurate estimate are 1) having an accurate count of total housing units, 2) using the Average Household Size or Persons Per Household derived from the last decennial census, and 3) having a reliable method of determining vacancy rates, or how many housing units are actually occupied. Household Size The 2010 population estimate used persons per household by census tract derived from the 2000 Census, as did the estimates in 2009, 2008, 2007 etc. In 2000 there was only one census tract on the north side of I-15, and the persons per household (PPH) for that tract was 2.56 people. May 26, 2009
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POPULATION ELEMENT



Much of the growth experienced on the north side of town since 2000 has been in the form of “age restricted housing” for older adults. As a result, staff anticipated that the household size would go down in the 2010 Census Count. This is, in fact, what happened. North of I-15 there are now three census tracts, and the average household sizes are 1.98, 2.02, and 2.25 persons. Population estimates following the 2010 Census will use the new persons per household figures by census tract. Vacancy Rate The SNRPC population estimates use utility data to estimate the number of occupied and vacant housing units, whereas the Census uses mailed questionnaires. Nevada Energy and Overton Power estimate the minimum number of kilowatt hours that an occupied household would use per month to determine the number of occupied housing units. Housing units generating less than the threshold number of kilowatt hours per month are deemed to be vacant. The 2010 vacancy rate for Mesquite estimated using the SNRPC methodology was 12.94%. The 2010 vacancy rate for Mesquite determined by Census Counts was 28.42%. This same discrepancy between the SNRPC Estimates and the Census Bureau Counts occurred in 2000. In 2000 the Consensus Population Estimate for Mesquite was 15,637 people. The Census count that year was 9,389 people. The 2011 vacancy rate for Mesquite estimated using the SNRPC methodology was 13.9%.



Population Forecasts While the future is not very certain, forecasts and estimates can to be made to anticipate needs. Through consultation with Clark County, Mesquite’s population was projected out to 2035. These projections were based on three datasets—US Census Bureau Estimates, State of Nevada Estimates and Local Consensus Estimates. The US Census Bureau Estimates were used for the low-range projection. The State of Nevada Estimates were used for the mid-range projection. The Local Consensus Estimates were used for the high-range projection. Although all three datasets are credible, it is not possible to discern which of these three datasets will yield the most accurate projection. However, staff is of the opinion that the most likely growth trend for Mesquite lies somewhere between the low- and mid-range projections. This assumption is based upon recent housing unit counts and persons per household. Since 2006 the City has averaged 244 constructed and occupied housing units per year. Using the Persons Per Household figure of 2.27 people from the 2010 Census, this computes to roughly 554 people per year increase. If the beginning 2011 population of Mesquite is 17,038 at this rate of growth the 2035 estimated population 30,334. While the Table 1-6 and the accompanying Figure 1-3 (Population Projection Graph) show positive growth for Mesquite through the estimated horizon of the year 2035, the City is May 26, 2009
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POPULATION ELEMENT growing at a decreasing rate. From 1990 to 2000 the City grew 401.8%; from 2000 to 2010 the City grew by 62.7%; and the linear projections based on building permit growth show a rate of 37% from 2010 to 2020, and a rate of 26% from 2020 to 2030. If one were to graphically portray the City’s growth rate over time, the curve would be downward sloping to the right. Figure 1-2
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Please refer to Table 1-6 for population forecasts. Table 1-2 2020-2020 Population Forecasts (COM) Year



Low-range Projection



Mid-range Projection



High-range Projection



2010



15,276



20,440



21,141



2011



15,948



17,038



19,139



2012



16,502



17,592



19,693



2015



18,164



19,254



21,355



2020



20,934



22,024



24,125



2025



23,704



24,794



26,895



2030



26,474



27,564



29,665



2035



29,244



30,334



32,435



Source: Planning and Redevelopment Department
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POPULATION ELEMENT
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Figure 1-3



Housing Characteristics A review of existing housing characteristics assists in determining future trends for the City of Mesquite. The housing stock is predominately single family homes; however, townhomes and condominiums make up a significant portion of the housing unit opportunities. Please refer to Table 1-3, to see estimates for the past five years, City of Mesquite Housing Characteristics, Past Five Years. Also, please see Figure 1-2 for 2011 population by housing type. Table 1-7 Housing Characteristics: Past Five Years (COM) Year



Housing Units



Single Family



2,3,4 Plex



Mobile Home



Apts



Twnhs



Condo



Occup Rate



2007



7,718



3,252



141



484



484



1,885



1,529



92.6%



2008



8,335



3,662



52



428



473



1,930



1,790



85.0%



2009



8,629



3,987



76



431



401



1,934



1,790



90.0%



2010



8,807



4,171



94



423



395



1,934



1,790



87.1%



2011



9,059



4,279



94



522



396



1,956



1,812



86.1%



Source: Planning and Redevelopment Department
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Figure 1-4 2011 Population by Housing Type 3% Single Family 19%



2, 3, 4 Plex Mobile Home 45%



Apartments Townhomes Condominiums SP Places & Grps
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POPULATION ELEMENT Resident Population by Age Groups



Figure 1-5 Resident Population by Age Groups: 2010 2% Under 5 years 8%



6.2%



5 to 9 years



5.4%



10 to 14 years 5.4% 19%



15 to 19 years



5.0%



20 to 24 years 25 to 34 years



3.9%



35 to 44 years 45 to 54 years



7.9% 11%



55 to 59 years 60 to 64 years



8% 8%



65 to 74 years 75 to 84 years



11%



85 years and over



Source: US Census Bureau
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POPULATION ELEMENT



Figure 1-5 Resident Population by Age Groups: 2000 1% 4%
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Source: US Census Bureau



Planning and Design Context With the Graying of America, the City of Mesquite will be called on to service a growing senior population. As a result of fixed incomes and limited mobility, special provisions are necessary to accommodate this sector of the population. Housing, services, recreation and cultural activities should be within walking distances for senior citizens. Alternative modes of transportation for seniors are imperative along with bus and taxi service to other areas of the community. Many communities provide senior parking adjacent to handicap spaces based on the overall percentage of senior population residing in the community. An additional layer of sensitivity to the aging population is provided by the Americans with Disabilities Act, which requires places of public accommodation and commercial facilities to be designed, constructed, and altered in compliance with federal accessibility standards.
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POPULATION ELEMENT Population Goals, Policies and Actions The following goal emphasizes what the community wants to achieve over the long term. The policy and action statements identify specific activities and standards to achieve the goals. Goal: To develop a broad and diverse citizenry. Goal: To enhance social and cultural opportunities for community life. Goal: To support a stable economy focused on business, tourism and clean industry. Policy/Actions: POP. 1.1



Provide opportunities for economic development which supports the employment of local citizenry and provides appropriate wages for employees.



POP.1.2



Supply adequate public services and infrastructure for the community.



POP.1.3



Encourage safe and adequate housing for residents.



POP.1.4



Regulate balanced-growth through the appropriate release of public-owned lands for sale for development and ensure that the land is used to enhance the community’s goals as well as private interest.



POP.1.5



Maintain the small town character of Mesquite and promote a familyoriented community population.



POP.1.6



Consider visitor population impacts for planning purposes.



POP.1.7



Cooperate with and support the Census Bureau’s functions to enhance local and state programs.
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list of 1639 applicant unauthorized colonies - Delhi Master Plan 

1297. Sainik Vihar Ph-III Mohan Garden Uttam Nagar, Delhi. Beyond Regulated Area. 1175. 1298. Mohit Nagar Uttam Nagar, Delhi. Beyond Regulated Area.
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MN River Valley Master Plan Rare Species--January ... 

Shorelines of lakes, ponds, and slow moving streams. Water-hyssop. Bacopa rotundifolia. Aquatic Plant. THR. Small rainwater pools on bedrock outcrops in western Minnesota. American Bittern. Botaurus lentiginosus. Bird ... Mixed unit or sequence (arch
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Town of Boonton Master Plan Re-examination.pdf 
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Downtown Master Plan Phase I - City of Langley 

Nov 16, 2007 - A free local bus shuttle provides local residents a convenient connection to their home or business. The rich mix of restaurants and supporting office uses make ... indicates demand for low profile compact mixed use development, while 
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Social Economic master plan of Long An.vi.pdf 
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