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Message On behalf of the People and the Government of Sri Lanka, it gives me great pleasure to extend our warmest greetings and felicitations on the momentous occasion of the 20thAnniversary of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC).The BIMSTEC which has come a long way since its inception two decades ago in Bangkok has played a pivotal role in connecting the peoples of South Asia and South East Asia. As we commemorate the 20thanniversary of BIMSTEC, it is a fitting occasion to celebrate the significant achievements made in economic and technological cooperation in the areas of trade and investment, tourism, transport and commerce, technology, energy and fisheries. In an era of globalization, BIMSTEC has also been able to make an important contribution towards peace, harmony, social and economic prosperity and in this endeavor our combined efforts have steadily shaped BIMSTEC into a strong and valuable forum for regional cooperation. As the lead country in the technology sector, I am happy to reiterate the commitment of the Government of Sri Lanka to establish a BIMSTEC Center for Technology Transfer Facility in order to contribute towards our collective drive towards economic advancement. I reaffirm on this significant occasion, Sri Lanka’s firm and continued commitment to BIMSTEC and its objectivesand wish the organization all success.



Ravi Karunanayake, MP Minister of Foreign Affairs 06 June 2017
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