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Meeting Minutes Board of Education ♦ Niles Township High Schools ♦ District 219 ♦ Cook County, Illinois November 17, 2014 I. Call to Order and Roll Call Board President Robert Silverman called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. Board Members Present at Roll Call: Sheri Doniger, Carlton Evans, Jeffrey Greenspan, Ruth Klint, David Ko, Robert Silverman. Absent: Eileen Valfer. II. Closed Session It was moved by KLINT and seconded by KO to recess into closed session to discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of employees and collective bargaining. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Greenspan, Klint, Ko, Silverman. The motion carried. The Board recessed into closed session at 6:45 p.m. III. Open Session It was moved by KLINT and seconded by DONIGER to return to open session at 7:40 p.m. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Greenspan, Klint, Ko, Silverman. The motion carried. IV. Recall to Order Mr. Silverman recalled the meeting to order at 7:46 p.m. The Pledge was recited. V. Changes / Additions to the Agenda Added to the Consent Agenda was a personnel handout. VI. Audience to Visitors Janette Enwia, 5038 Dobson, Skokie and Fairview District 72 board member, addressed the Board about a comment made at the October 20 meeting regarding Project Lead the Way, where it was stated elementary districts are sending District 219 “their problems,” which she took to mean students. Mrs. Enwia went on to speak of the accomplishments of her son as well as other Fairview graduates. She also spoke of the great things Fairview is doing with students as well as the cost of the consolidation with District 69. Mr. Silverman said that no one said Fairview students are a problem. The discussion was there are problems with the readiness of students coming into Niles West. He went on to say the percentage of college ready Fairview students Class of 2018 are 68% English, 48% math, 51% science and 42% reading. Dr. Gatta added that District 219 has partnered with the sender schools to ensure students’ success in college. Of District 219 graduates, 30-40% are not ready for college. For those that attend Oakton, 70% are in remedial mathematics. Help for these students is a township-wide issue. Dr. Gatta said that she has been discussing this need since 2010. Schools do not have the same assessment data. Not every child’s needs are being met – we can do better together than being apart. There does not have to be a firewall within districts; we need leadership from all the boards. Dr. Gatta went on to say that she is meeting with District 73.5 and District 67. Mrs. Enwia said Fairview is opening its doors to Dr. Gatta. Dr. Gatta said she will call Dr. Whitaker to get on a future agenda.
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Richard Evonitz, 7420 Kenneth, Skokie, said he addressed the Board back in August to voice his concerns about the District 69-219 agreement. Since that time he has read the agreement and still has concerns on the legality of this agreement. Dr. Gatta asked Mr. Evonitz for specific questions he had so that she can review and address at a future town hall meeting so all community members can be informed of any issues. VII. Student Board Member Comments Niles North - Rebecca Rabizadeh said she appreciated the Board having breakfast with the Student Association. The Variety Show went very well and was well attended. This year’s School Chest has chosen the Daniel M. Horne Foundation and they are motivated to do well. There will be a Diversity Winter Party after school on December 8. The Student Association went to a leadership conference and found it very informative. Niles West – Cassie Bergman reported this week is Stand Up Week to raise awareness against bullying. The play, Dead Man’s Cell Phone was performed last week. Coffee House Cabaret will be performed this week. The National Honor Society inducted 78 seniors last week. VIII. Community Representative Comments No one asked to speak. IX. Approval of Consent Agenda It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by KO to approve the amended Consent Agenda. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Greenspan, Klint, Ko, Silverman. The motion carried. Included in the consent agenda were: −



Approved Monthly Bills and Payroll in the amount of $10,020,158.98.



−



Personnel •



•



Approve the resignation of the following certified staff: NAME



POSITION



EFFECTIVE DATE



Yin, Iris



Humanities and World Languages



December 19, 2014



Approve the resignation of the following certified staff for the 2015-2016 school year: NAME



Lee, Yoon •



•



•



•



POSITION



Physical Welfare



EFFECTIVE DATE



May 21, 2015



Approve the following certified staff leave of absence for the 2014-2015 school year: NAME



POSITION/LOCATION



TYPE OF LEAVE



LEAVE FTE



Iafrate, Stephanie



English – North



Child Rearing - unpaid



Approx. 4/6/15 – 4/30/15



Approve the employment of the following support staff for the 2014-2015 school year: NAME



POSITION



FTE



EFFECTIVE DATE



Batti, Imad



Paraprofessional, ELL – P1 / Step 2, 186 days



1.0



October 23, 2014



Approve the retirement of the following support staff: NAME



POSITION



EFFECTIVE DATE



Lenhardt, Carolyn Nissan, Marika Schero, Dianna



Textbook Center Manager Literacy Center Assistant Executive Assistant to the Assistant Superintendent for Operations and Chief Legal Officer, Confidential



May 25, 2017 December 18, 2015 December 31, 2018



Approve employment of the following part-time/temporary staff for 2014-15 School year: NAME



POSITION / LOCATION



Callaghan, Richard



Security / North
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Cardona-Nodarse, Emily Farrell, Piper Hattam, Elizabeth Lukes, Marcus Ramseyer, Conor •



Science Lab Assistant / West Science Lab Assistant / West Security / North Equipment Manager / West Science Lab Assistant / West



$8.25/Hr. $8.25/Hr. $16.00/Hr. $16.00/Hr. $8.25/Hr.



11/17/14 11/17/14 11/17/14 11/17/14 11/17/14



Approve the employment of the following stipend positions for the 2014-2015 school year: NILES WEST



NAME



Indo-Pak, Sponsor Wrestling, Assistant Wrestling, Assistant Competitive Auto Club, Sponsor Competitive Robotics Club, Sponsor Competitive Robotics Club, Assistant Play 5, Director Boys Swimming, Assistant Boys Swimming, Assistant Girls Basketball, Assistant Girls Basketball, Assistant Girls Basketball, Assistant Girls Basketball, Assistant Girls Basketball, Assistant Boys Basketball, Assistant



Muztar, Mudassir (.5) Gould, David (.5) *Stock, Steven (.25) Richmond, Timothy Sullivan, Timothy Garner, Brent *Friedman, Daniel (.25) *Torres, Louis (.25) *Bromberg, Amy (.75) Larrabee, Daniel (.25) *Fakoury, Amir (.25) *Anderson, Chamissa (.25) Ali, Amir (.25) *Stoneberg, Patrick (.25 *Pabst, Barbara



NILES NORTH



NAME



Competitive Robotics Club, Sponsor Competitive Robotics Club, Assistant Baseball, Assistant Baseball, Assistant Girls Soccer, Assistant Student Activities Board



Barton, Robb Hankes, Angela *Vitale, Vincent (.5) *Zagorski, Michael (.5) *Villamil, Arturo Andritsakis, Eleni (.33)



*Indicates not a District 219 employee



•



Approve employment of the following certified substitutes for the 2014-2015 school year: Shlimon, Phillip Zivanovic, Aleksandra



•



Approve employment of Pam Nikitow as a clerical substitute for the 2014-2015 school year.



•



Approve a one day non-paid leave of absence for Poonam Patel on December 15, 2014.



•



Approve the resignation and general release agreement of Carolyn Drblik as presented in closed session.



•



Approve the following employment action: CASE #



Brad Wilson 2015-E01



DISCIPLINARY ACTION



Suspension without pay one (1) day



EFFECTIVE DATE



November 20, 2014



−



Approve Minutes of the October 20, 2014 Board of Education meeting – open and closed session.



−



Approve FY 2016-17 school calendar.



−



Approve Resolution Authorizing the Permanent Interfund Transfer of Monies from the Education Fund to the Capital Projects Fund.



−



Approve Resolution Authorizing the Permanent Interfund Transfer of Monies from the Operations and Maintenance Fund to the Capital Projects Fund



−



Acceptance of $20,000 Donation from the Abraham Fuchsberg Family Foundation restricted to the Niles West Choral Activity Account



−



Approval of German Exchange Trip to Germany and Austria for Niles North and Niles West students on June 11-27, 2015 at no cost to the District
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X. Superintendent’s Report Schools are looking at what changes may be made with the new governor elect. There are those pieces that are in motion in terms of the legislature SB 16 and the pension cost shift; these will be looked at as far as budgeting scenarios this winter. Much of the mandates come out of the ISBE Superintendent’s office. This is an appointed position and it is believed there will be a new group running the state board. We will have to see if there are any changes regarding testing, licensure and charters. As far as testing, Dr. Gatta said we will push for what is important for our parents and students, with access and equity for all students and looking for ACT testing free of charge and have that be a measure for college readiness. Work is continuing on Classrooms First Consolidation with District 69. The committee is working on specifics as we roll out. Dr Gatta will be talking with the District 73.5 board tomorrow evening and District 67 in December. A website is being developed so everything can be in one place, including missions, goals, expenditures, strategic initiatives and outcome data. This should be up and running in a couple months and all the information will be available in one location. Principals’ Report − Niles West Jason Ness thanked the Board for attending breakfast with Student Government. He said the Board provided a unique perspective to the students. A Veterans Day flag ceremony was held. The month of November is Niles West Supports Military Families. Care packages are being put together. For the December 5 Pep Assembly, Mark Rigby will shave his head if every student provides one donation, or 2,600 items. He will shave his beard if 5,800 items are collected. Current count is 1,100 items. Military families and military alumni will be invited to this assembly. Each class will have a special color to wear and the gym will have a USA theme. Ryan Geu was voted Most Inspirational Teacher. The partnership between buildings is apparent. This is the first year for a Robotics team and they qualified for state. The North Debate team is ranked #1 and West #2 in the country with the amount of Tournament of Champions bids. It is the second consecutive year West has been placed on the College Board’s AP District Honor Roll. −



Niles North The Army Recruitment Battalion in Evanston served as Color Guards for North’s Veterans Day celebration. Over $200 was raised for the Wounded Warrior Project and stars were hung on the Wall of Honor. Six students qualified for state in girls’ swimming. North hosted the swimming sectionals last week and many statements and emails were received praising the facility. The Robotics Team competed in their first event; 21 teams were present, four representing North, two of which qualified for state. The Choir/Orchestra Holiday Concert will be held at 7:30 p.m. on December 15 – all are encouraged to attend. It was noted that this is a Board meeting date. There was discussion of possibly having the meeting at North so Board members could attend the concert. North received AP Honor Roll recognition.



XI. Board Members’ Comments Carlton Evans said he enjoyed being at West’s Veterans Day celebration. While there he learned that the boys’ basketball team will be assisting veterans next week by loading turkeys on trucks. He went to the Courageous Conversations Conference in New Orleans with three other board members, teachers and administrators – he learned a lot regarding racial equity and he is excited to be involved in this effort. Jeff Greenspan also attended the New Orleans Conference and said he became aware of many issues that need to be discussed. He emphasized that we need to focus and take action on each issue so that we can have more equitable schools. He attended the Hebrew National Honor Society Movie night and said it was a great program. Sheri Doniger attended Courageous Conversations. She and Guy Ballard attended the INACOL Conference, which focused on online learning and blended learning. They also discussed personalized and flexible learning plans. She said she is very excited about the future of education. Bob Silverman said he attended the two student breakfasts. He was impressed with how each group was prepared and it yielded wonderful conversations. He also attended the Variety Show at North and said it
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gets better every year. He also commented that by having this type of program and other extra-curricular activities will hopefully bring out each student’s super talent. XII. Board Committee Reports Policy Committee – there is a meeting November 20. CSSI – There are two realignments that are coming to the Board tonight – STEM and digital literacy which will award academic achievement for language. XIII. Business Heartland Health Centers Presentation and Contract Approval Dana Silverblatt of Heartland gave a presentation on their history and explained how they will operate the school based health clinics that will open next August at Niles North and Niles West. Dr. Gatta stated this initiative was first brought to the Board in August 2012 and it is very exciting to have this come to fruition. This will provide more care to students at a reduced cost to taxpayers. Mr. Greenspan noted that the North Suburban Healthcare Foundation voted unanimously to award Heartland $1.3 million to renovate existing space at both schools for the clinics. The Foundation Board unanimously supports this concept for the community. He said it sends a message that together we can work to find solutions for students and families. It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by EVANS to approve the School Based Health Clinic Site License Agreement with Heartland Health Centers commencing on or about August 1, 2015. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Klint, Ko, Silverman. Abstain: Greenspan. The motion carried. Annual Review – Final Recommendation Mr. Silverman reviewed the recommendations as follows: • School Day – no recommendation at this time; • School Based Health Clinics – reaffirm commitment to Heartland and approval of school based health clinics, which was just approved by the Board; • Classrooms First Consolidation – to reaffirm commitment to District 69 and as many feeders as want to join; • Digital Literacy Requirements – continuation of the digital literacy pilot program for the 2015-16 school year and continue to refine the materials and metrics for awarding a credit towards graduation in the future; and • Community Service Graduation Requirement – reaffirm commitment to ICARE and the graduation cord honor. Do not require community service as a graduation requirement. It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by KLINT to approve the Annual Review of Programs and Personnel for the 2015-16 School Year. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Greenspan, Klint, Ko, Silverman. The motion carried. New Courses/Structures for 2015-16 Anne Roloff gave details on the recommendations -a new course in Civics which would replace Western Civilization and a new curriculum track – Computer Science and Information Technology – which would align all computer science, software engineering and information technology courses. This direction will be on the ‘cutting edge’ with computer science rising in America. Courses currently are being done in different departments and this will sequence it and be easier for students to follow. Also it follows the Project Lead Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of November 17, 2014 
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the Way model. There would be no new courses added, just a realignment. It was noted that more courses need to be offered in summer school so students can follow a career cluster. It was moved by KLINT and seconded by DONIGER to approve the course proposal changes for the 201516 school year as follows: a new course in Civics to replace Western Civilization and Western Civilization Honors; incorporate a new department – Computer Science and Information Technology; rename Computer Programming to Introduction to Computer Science ICS-PLTW; change course name Video Game Programming to Advanced App Development; and create a section in the course book to display all the IT Pathway courses. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Greenspan, Klint, Ko, Silverman. The motion carried. Honor Roll Revision Dr. Roloff explained that a few years ago grade weighting procedures were changed. With that change a new honor roll system was needed. It was looked at last year, and brought to CSSI. The proposed changes do not recognize honor roll on unweighted grades for a marking period and removes scholarship keys. These changes align with what students will experience at the college level. It was moved by KLINT and seconded by DONIGER to approve the revised Honor Roll and Academic Honors to begin in the current school year (2014-15). A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Greenspan, Klint, Ko, Silverman. The motion carried. PARCC Testing 2015 Dr. Roloff stated that this assessment is replacing ISAT and Prairie State tests. There was a pilot last year that entailed nine tests in March and April. This is primarily for juniors and a portion is taken when they have completed 75% of the school year and again when they have completed 90% of the school year. The test is administered online; however, some portions may be paper/pencil. There are many critical details that are not available and still need to be worked out by the state. The tests do follow curriculum. Students will practice for the tests in late January and February. Illinois has a five year contract with PARCC. At this time, they are not sure how it will be used for college acceptance. ACT will be funded for the next two years. Administering ACT testing will be moved from the end of April to March. There were 26 states that originally signed on with PARCC testing; now 11 states are using this. A letter will be sent to parents on November 18, 2014 advising them of this change. Ann Goethals commented by saying teachers have a general disgust with PARCC, as they are losing instruction time to testing. XIV. Old Business There was no old business. XV. New Business There was no new business. XVI. Audience to Visitors (on items related to District business) No one asked to speak.
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XVII. Information Items − Financial Report for September 2014 − Freedom of Information (FOIA) Requests XVIII. Adjournment It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by KO to adjourn the meeting. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Evans, Greenspan, Klint, Ko, Silverman. The motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 9:38 p.m.



_______________________________________ President
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