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Same Day Registration A voter can both register and vote on Election Day or during in-person early voting with a regular ballot upon making an oath. What it is and how it will help Rather than require voters to register up to 30 days before an election, 16 states and the District of Columbia will permit eligible voters to both register and vote in the same transaction on either Election Day or during the state’s early voting period by 2018. As Demos has pointed out, “most states cut off registration to potential voters in the month just before Election Day. This means that eligible voters who do not register under the arbitrarily set deadlines will not be able to vote. People miss registration deadlines for a number of reasons, including having recently moved or being unaware of the cutoff date.” Same Day Registration, which allows a voter to register and vote all at once, is the reform that research shows most consistently and substantially increases voter turnout.



Key Data Advocacy and research organizations such as Demos and Project Vote point out that average voter turnout in SDR states is more than 10 percentage points higher than other states. Other research shows that, if all states had SDR, the registration rate would be 5.7% higher.



Numerous state-based studies conducted over the course of the last several years also predicted that enactment of EDR/SDR would have a major impact on voter turnout, a potential increase of around 4-5% in a number of states.[1] What’s more, SDR seems to increase the turnout most among young people and communities of color, who tend to move more often. For example, according to the research group CIRCLE, after controlling for effects of educational attainment, gender, marital status, age, race, and ethnicity, young people whose home state implemented SDR were 41% more likely to vote in the November 2008 election than those who did not have residence in the SDR states.[2] States that have it While a handful of states have allowed voters to register and vote on the same day for decades, over the last few years, many more have followed suit, in light of the reform’s capacity to expand the electorate in a safe and efficient way. Enacted in Maine, Minnesota, and Wisconsin in the 1970s, sixteen states now have Same Day Registration (SDR) – and nine of them passed SDR in just the last ten years. These most recent states include California, Colorado, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Hawaii, Illinois, Iowa, Maryland, Montana, and Vermont:[3] States with Same Day Registration California 2012 Colorado 2013 Connecticut 2012 District of Columbia 2010 Hawaii 2014 Idaho 1994 Illinois 2014 Iowa 2007 Maine 1973 Maryland 2013 Minnesota 1974 Montana 2005 New Hampshire 1996 Ohio 2005 Vermont 2015 Wisconsin 1975 Wyoming 1994 For more information, contact us here: Democracy Initiative Education Fund 50 F Street NW, Washington, DC 20001 Email: [email protected] Phone: 202.567.6101 www.dieducationfund.org
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