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School Board Niles Township District 219, Cook County, Illinois MINUTES Regular Board Meeting, Monday, May 2, 2005



The meeting was held in the Board Room of the District Office located at 7700 Gross Point Road, Skokie, Illinois. I.



Call to Order and Roll Call Board President Robert Silverman called the meeting to order at 6:37 p.m. Board members present at Roll Call: Michael Burnett, Sheri Doniger, Jeffrey Greenspan, Ruth Klint, Timothy Knudsen, Robert Silverman, Lynda Gault Smith.



II.



Executive Session It was moved by KLINT and seconded by DONIGER to recess into closed session to discuss matters relating to negotiations, litigation, and the employment, appointment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Burnett, Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Knudsen, Silverman, Gault Smith. The motion carried. The Board recessed into closed session at 6:40 p.m. At 7:55 p.m. it was moved by DONIGER and seconded by KLINT to return to open session of the Regular Board Meeting. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Burnett, Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Knudsen, Silverman, Gault Smith. The motion carried.



III.



Recall to Order of Open Session Mr. Silverman recalled the meeting to order at 8:05 p.m. The pledge was recited.



IV.



Changes / Additions to the Agenda Added to the consent agenda was a personnel handout.



V.



Audience to Visitors No one asked to speak.



VI.



Student Representative Comments Tessi Neuhauser said the Mr. Viking Auto Show will take place this Saturday. The faculty/student basketball game raised $400.
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Patrick Ryan said the Fashion Show will take place on May 19. West had a number of winners at the History Fair, DECA and FCCLA state competitions. VII.



Community Representative Comments No one asked to speak.



VIII.



Approval of Consent Agenda It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by BURNETT to accept the amended consent agenda. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Burnett, Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Knudsen, Silverman, Gault Smith. The motion carried. Included in the consent agenda: − Monthly Bills and Payroll in the amount of $2,322,102.10. − Personnel ƒ Approve employment of the following administrators for the 2005-06 school year: NAME



POSITION/LOCATION



SALARY



EFFECTIVE DATE



Carrescia, Susanne



Director of Special Education – North, 260 days Director of Special Education – West 205 days Transition Manager, Special Education- District - 215 days Private Day Manager – Special Education – District, 195 days Director Special Education - Off Campus Learning Ctr–260 days Transition Supervisor – Special Education, District, 195 days Dean – West, 195 days



$103,000/Yr . $95,000/Yr



July 1, 2005



$83,000/Yr.



July 25, 2005



$85,000/Yr.



August 15, 2005



$95,000/Yr.



July 1, 2005



$95,000/Yr.



August 15, 2005



$77,000/Yr.



August 15, 2005



Costigan, Patricia Gehrenbeck, Camille Holzkopf, Betty Loughran, Vachee Remaly, Melinda Robinson, Keith



August 8, 2005



ƒ Accept the resignation of L. Dale Griffith the following part-time/ temporary administrator effective June 3, 2005. ƒ Approve employment of the following certified staff for the 2005-2006 school year effective 8/22/05: NAME



POSITION/LOCATION



FTE



Brzezinski, Benjamin Burns, Amy Choi, Lisa Cummings, Lara Grant, Joshua Heinz, Michael Hoff, Katherine Howes, Elizabeth Kerwin, JoEllen



Applied Science & Tech – North & West, BA, Step 1 Special Education – North, MA, Step 1 Special Education – North, MA, Step 1 Coordinator- Special Education –North MA+60, Step 10 Social Studies – West, MA, Step 2 Chemistry – West, MA+15, Step 14 Art – North, BA, Step 2 Transition Program – Special Ed North, MA, Step 14 Art – West, MA+45, Step 12



1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
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NAME



POSITION/LOCATION



FTE



Markiewicz, Tanya Pashtan, Hanna Pieczynski, Edward Putnam, Todd Quinlan, Daniel Ronning, Lydia Savage, Daniel Schmitt, David Silver, Elizabeth Smith, Samuel



French – North & West, MA, Step 2 Hebrew – North, BA, Step 10 Special Education – North, MA, Step 1 Psychologist – North, MA+60, Step 8 English, West, BA+15, Step 4 German – North, MA, Step 8 Applied Science & Technology – West, MA, Step 2 English – West, MA, Step 2 Special Education – North, BA, Step 1 Physical Education – North, BA+15, Step 11



1.0 .40 1.0 1.0 1.0 .60 .40 1.0 1.0 1.0



ƒ Approve hiring of the following support staff for the 2005-06 school year effective 7/1/05: NAME



POSITION/LOCATION



RATE



Hessel, Dawn



Athletic Trainer/Equipment Manager North, 260 Days, M2, S1 Executive Secretary to Assistant Superintendent/Special Education, 260 Days - Confidential Athletic Trainer/Equipment Manager West, 260 Days, M2, S1 Transition Secretary A, S2, S7 Transition Secretary A, S2, S5



$29.32/Hr.



Hilliard, Angela



Hohs, Lynn Kale, Angela Turner, Megan



$41,000/Yr.



$29.32/Hr. $20.38/Hr. $19.76/Hr.



ƒ Approve hiring the following part-time/temporary/Summer help effective 5/3/05: NAME



POSITION/LOCATION



RATE



Benetatos, Christina Bohm, Michael Borkowski, Daniel Friedland, Elana Parkinson, Farrah Rosenthal, Benjamin Rysemus, Julie Ta, Linh Virani, Karim Zelivianskaia, Anna



Textbook Center – West Scorer Varsity Games – North Textbook Center – West Textbook Center – West Textbook Center – West Theatrical Support – North Textbook Center – West Textbook Center – West Textbook Center – West Textbook Center – West



$6.00/Hr. $6.00/Hr. $6.00/Hr. $6.00/Hr. $6.00/Hr. $6.00/Hr. $6.00/Hr. $6.00/Hr. $6.00/Hr. $6.00/Hr.



ƒ Approve employment of the following interns for the 2005-06 school year: NAME



POSITION



SALARY



Bae, Linda Garretson, Jennifer Kenagy, Catherine Hahne, Jennifer Kasperzak, Katie Vincent, Erin



Social Work Intern – North Social Work Intern – North Social Work Intern – North Psychology Intern – West Psychology Intern – North Psychology Intern – West



$9,000/Yr. $9,000/Yr. $9,000/Yr. $16,000/Yr. $16,000/Yr. $16,000/Yr.



EFFECTIVE



8/23/05 8/23/05 8/23/05 8/23/05 8/23/05 8/23/05



ƒ Accept the resignation of the following certified staff effective 6/3/05: NAME



POSITION/LOCATION



FTE



Ayala, Nelly Conklin, Patricia Schroeder, Jason



Coordinator – Special Education North Special Education – North Physical Welfare – North



1.0 1.0 1.0
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ƒ Accept the resignation of the following classified staff:  NAME 



POSITION/LOCATION 



FTE 



Pieczynski, Edward 



Teacher Aide –Special Ed ‐ North  1.0 



EFFECTIVE DATE 



April 4, 2005 



ƒ Approve leaves of absence for the following certified staff for the 2005-06 school year: NAME



POSITION/LOCATION



FTE



TYPE OF LEAVE



DiVito, Brandy Lauer, Evelyn



Special Education – North English –West



.20 1.0



Rogers-Schultz, Megan



Special Education – North



.20



Family Care - Unpaid Continued Studies – Unpaid Family Care – Unpaid



ƒ Approve the following stipend position for the 2004-2005 school year: NAME



POSITION/LOCATION



Lorenz, Jeffrey



Seasonal Strength Coordinator – North (.21%)



  − Minutes of 4/11/05, 4/18/05 and 4/25/05 Meetings, open and closed sessions.  − Donations to the Niles North and Niles West Auto Shop Programs from Judy  Neuhauser of a 1988 Jeep Cherokee SUV and a 1993 Honda Accord from Steve  Georgas.  − HP Hardware and Software Maintenance Agreements at a cost not to exceed  $51,876.00.  − Student Trip for 12 West theatre students to attend a touring play in Elkhorn,  Kentucky on June 5‐12, 2005 at no cost to the District. 



IX.



Superintendent’s Report Student Recognitions Students recognized from West were Daniel Goldfein for academics, Sead Odzic for athletics, and Robina Cyriac for community spirit. North students recognized were Eugene Schwartz for academics, Andrew Martinez for athletics, and Leobon Gameng for community spirit. Principals’ Report Brad Swanson said this is teacher appreciation week with events going on every day. This is also Exceptional Children’s Week with a variety of features. Dale Vogler said celebrations for teachers are taking place all week at West. Pasta & Pops will be this Saturday. The West Word received a 1st Place Award from the American Scholastic Press Association.
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X.



Board Member Comments Tim Knudsen asked for support of the blood drives at both schools. He also asked about taping of Board meetings. Guy Ballard said we are waiting for equipment and it should be delivered and installed for the June meeting. Michael Burnett said he is looking forward to having the meetings taped. He feels the board should discuss jobs for this country and buying American made products. Lynda Gault Smith congratulated the CEC students in doing a terrific job in getting donations. She thanked the Cheerleaders for performing at the CEC Sunday events and Iris Puccini for all the work she did for this gathering. Bob Silverman said he is concerned about FOIA requests from Tim Knudsen. Tim Knudsen said he spoke with Gerry Yeggy regarding questions in his FOIA request. Jeff Greenspan said issues raised will be discussed at the Facilities Committee level. Mr. Silverman said he feels concerns by Board members should be brought up and discussed during the open meeting. Mr. Knudsen said he has tried to get this information at the Facilities meeting and was unsuccessful and that is why he has had to resort to filing out a FOIA request. Mr. Silverman said he is not concerned about the information, but more about the process used to obtain the information. Mr. Burnett commented that getting some information has been a concern of his since being elected; however, he feels being on the Facilities Committee has helped him understand the process better.



XI.



Board Committee and Other Reports Jeffrey Greenspan said a Facilities meeting will be scheduled for the near future.



XII.



Old Business School Improvement Reports 2005-06 Roger Stein presented the school improvement reports and said interventions are geared for all students. The focus of most department goals is on student achievement and attendance. Brad Swanson said North’s overall emphasis in on improving reading and writing skills, with goals to increase ACT scores. Dale Vogler said West has the same goals and that this is the theme throughout the school improvement report. Mr. Knudsen said he hopes these plans work as he believes test scores are down overall since 1999. Roger Stein and Neil Codell said that scores were higher in previous years due to the fact that not all students were tested in the past, but since 2000 all students have been tested which lowers the overall average. Mr. Greenspan stated this is the first plan he has seen where all goals listed are achievable and laudable. Mr. Silverman said he feels the report is well organized and items listed could assist the Board of Education in selecting their goals.
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It was moved by GREENSPAN and seconded by GAULT SMITH to approve the Niles North and Niles West School Improvement Reports, noting that projected expenditures will reflect budgetary guidelines. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Burnett, Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Knudsen, Silverman, Gault Smith. The motion carried.



Summer Curriculum Projects Roger Stein noted there is a reason for every project that is proposed. Asterisked items will be paid for by a grant. All the proposed projects involve the writing of curriculum guidelines or development of assessments to measure students’ mastery of content and skills. Dr. Stein further noted that of all submitted projects only seven did not make the list. It was moved by GAULT SMITH and seconded by DONIGER to approve the summer projects proposed for a total of no more than $30,530 from the FY05 budget. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Burnett, Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Knudsen, Silverman, Gault Smith. The motion carried. Approved summer curriculum projects are: Department. AS&T



Co-Teaching Cross – Departmental English Fine Arts



IITs



Course *Sports & Entertainment Marketing *Consumer Education *Business Management *Advanced Web Design *Advanced Computer Applications Commercial Food Workshop I & II (SD) Chefs, International & Gourmet Foods (SD) Child Development Nursery & Workshop (SD) *Fashion Construction (SD) *Fashion Merchandising (SD) Intro. to American Lit./ Special Ed. (N) *Physical Science 13-23/Special Ed. (N) & (NCLB) *American Studies (English, Social Studies) (NCLB) Global Studies/Reading (NCLB) World Literature (N) Sophomore English Writing Assessment Digital Piano 1 (N) Digital Piano 2 (N) Digital Imaging (N) Digital Photography (N) Guitar 2 (N) Orchestra (all levels) (SD) *North Freshman IIT (NCLB) *West Freshman IIT (NCLB) *North Sophomore IIT (NCLB) *West Sophomore IIT (NCLB)
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North



West



Total



15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 30 15 15



15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15



30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30



15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 30



15 15 30 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 30



30 30
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Department. Math Science



Social Studies



Special Ed



Course Algebra 11-21 Alignment *Physical Science 13-23 (N) (NCLB) Physiology (SD) Chemistry 11-21 (SD) Science Topics (N) World War II Law Global Problems Assessment for US History Assessment for Western Civilization Math 3-4 Art Connections (N) Exploring Technological Careers



North



West



Total



30 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 30



15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15



30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30



Literacy Centers at Niles North and Niles West Roger Stein said this has been researched for three years. They have visited the Literacy Center at Naperville North and reviewed aspects of it they would like included in our center. The development process included visiting neighboring schools, tracking tutors who work with students, and working with the sender schools to support reading across the content area. The center will have two primary functions. A group of students will be trained to tutor their peers individually. The faculty serving the literacy center will be experts in content area literacy. The faculty will also train and supervise the student tutors, provide workshops, and assist colleagues. It was noted that the literacy center is aimed to provide growth for students at all levels. The concept is something that is a little ‘ahead of the curve’ for something that is being experienced across the country. Patrick Ryan asked how this center will attract students and how students will know that they may benefit from this center. Mrs. Vogler explained that the staff will be trained to identify students who may profit from attending this center. The center will also offer workshops to attract students. It was noted that other than tests our district does evaluate reading comprehension. It was discussed that this may be another way to identify students who will benefit from this center. The administration is looking into giving this sort of assessment to incoming freshmen. Mr. Silverman expressed concerns of redundancy with this proposed center and the writing and ready centers. Jennifer Firer said it is the administration’s hope to consolidate all of them in the future. It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by BURNETT to approve the staffing of a literacy center in each building for a total of 2.5 FTE districtwide. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Burnett, Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Knudsen, Silverman, Gault Smith. The motion carried.
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It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by BURNETT to approve two summer projects for a total of $5,000 districtwide to plan the Literacy Centers. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Burnett, Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Knudsen, Silverman, Gault Smith. The motion carried.



Required Summer Reading in English Courses at Niles North and West Roger Stein said this is the first time this has come to the Board for approval. In the past summer reading was only for honors and AP students but now is required by all levels of English. The books selected come after long review by the department and also aimed to give students more contemporary literature. It was moved by GREENSPAN and seconded by GAULT SMITH to approve the summer reading list. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Knudsen, Silverman, Gault Smith. Voting Nay: Burnett. The motion carried. This list includes: Niles North Freshman Ordinary People - Judith Guest or The Bean Trees - Barbara Kingsolver Sophomore Angela's Ashes - Frank McCourt or This Boy's Life - Tobias Wolfe Junior Montana, 1948 - Larry Watson or Lone Ranger and Tonto Fist Fight in Heaven Sherman Alexie Senior Kite Runner - Khaled Hosseini or The Namesake - Jhumpa Lahiri A.P. Gulliver's Travels - Jonathan Swift or Invisible Man - Ralph Ellison Niles West Freshman The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time - Mark Haddon Sophomore (Regular and Basic) Speak - Laurie Halse Anderson
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Sophomore (Honors) The Collector – John Fowles Junior Short Stories: "A & P" - John Updike "Indian Education" - Sherman Alexie "Everyday Use" - Alice Walker "Two Kinds" - Amy Tan Essay: "My American Home" Poem: "Winter in America" - Gill Scott-Heron American Literature and Composition Honors Students in this course read the works listed above for Juniors in addition to The Bonesetter’s Daughter – Amy Tan Great American Writers Students in this course read the works listed above for Juniors in addition to The Poisonwood Bible – Barbara Kingsolver College Prep. Semester-Long Course The Philip K. Dick Reader – Philip K. Dick College Prep. Year-Long Course Read one of the following: There Are No Children Here – Alex Kotlowitz or Our America – LeAlan Jones Senior Skills Short Stories: "My Fake Job" - Rodney Rothman "You Can't Kill the Rooster" - David Sedaris (in the book Me Talk Pretty One Day) "The Youth in Asia" - David Sedaris (in the book Me Talk Pretty One Day) "Six to Eight Black Men" - David Sedaris (in the book Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim) AP English Song of Solomon - Toni Morrison



Student Assistance Program Paula Miller and Karin Wick said currently there is one full time coordinator for the entire District to handle prevention, intervention and support services. Most of her time is spent in a reactive rather than proactive mode. By adding another coordinator they can be more proactive and support the entire student body. Mr. Silverman said he is most proud of this program to help identify students that may need assistance. It was moved by GAULT SMITH and seconded by BURNETT to approve a 1.0 FTE student assistant program coordinator for a total of 2.0 in the District. Mr. Silverman clarified that this is not an additional amount to FTEs that the Board has already approved. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Burnett, Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Knudsen, Silverman, Gault Smith. The motion carried. Minutes of Regular Board Meeting of May 2, 2005
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Scholarship Neil Codell stated that a family in the District would to like provide a scholarship honoring Ellen Peirce. It was moved by GREENSPAN and seconded by GAULT SMITH to approve the scholarship for five years of $500 per year awarded to a Niles North student in the Anchor Program. This scholarship will be called the Ellen Peirce/Anchor Program Scholarship. A voice vote was taken. The motion carried.



Policy Changes – 2nd Reading It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by BURNETT to approve the policies up for 2nd reading. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Burnett, Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Knudsen, Silverman, Gault Smith. The motion carried. Policy 6:20 and 8:50 were removed; changes approved for the following polices: Number



Name



2:30 2:50 2:210 2:220 4:140 5:185 5:200 5:220 5:240 5:260 5:270 5:290 6:300 7:60 8:30



Board of Education Elections Board Member Term of Office Organizational Board of Education Meetings Board of Education Meeting Procedure Waiver of Student Fees Family Medical Leave Terms and Conditions of Employment and Dismissal Substitute Teachers Suspension Student Teachers Employment At-Will, Compensation, Assignment and Benefits Employment Termination and Suspension Graduation Requirements Residence Visitors to and Conduct on School Property
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Membership in LICA Cooperative Pete Marcelo said we have received LICA services through our NTDSE cooperative. With our withdrawal from NTDSE we will need to join this organization. It is estimated that our membership will be $38,285 for the next school year. It was moved by BURNETT and seconded by GAULT SMITH to authorize the Superintendent to draft a letter to the LICA governing board requesting that it consider allowing District 219 to become a member of LICA. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Burnett, Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Knudsen, Silverman, Gault Smith. The motion carried.



Vision and Orientation & Mobility Contract Services Pete Marcelo gave a projection of what it would cost to use the Maine Township Special Education Program versus hiring staff to assist students who are blind or visually impaired and believes it will be more cost effective to use MTSEPs services. It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by GAULT SMITH to authorize an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Maine Township Special Education Program for vision and orientation & mobility contractual services. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Burnett, Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Knudsen, Silverman, Gault Smith. The motion carried.



Contract Development with Medicaid Consultants Pete Marcelo said he reviewed bids received for providing this service and the 5% offered by R&G Consultants is the lowest offered. It was moved by GREENSPAN and seconded by BURNETT to authorize the contract with R&G Consultants for processing Medicaid claims on behalf of District 219. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Burnett, Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Knudsen, Silverman, Gault Smith. The motion carried.
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Purchase of Furniture for the New Fine Arts – Music and Art Classes Gerry Yeggy explained this furniture will be for the new fine arts courses that were approved by the Board on December 14, 2005. The Board agreed they would like to see the bids before approving this furniture purchase. It was moved by GREENSPAN and seconded by BURNETT to solicit bids for the purchase of the Fine Arts – Music and Art classroom furniture in an amount not to exceed $60,000. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Burnett, Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Silverman, Gault Smith. Voting Nay: Knudsen. The motion carried. XIII.



Old Business There was no new business.



XIV.



New Business Jeffrey Greenspan discussed foreign exchange students and said we stopped allowing this because we wanted to limit student enrollment.



XV.



Audience to Visitors No one asked to speak.



XVI.



Correspondence and FOIA Requests The FOIA request was discussed until Board Member Comments.



XVII. Closed Session It was moved by DONIGER and seconded by BURNETT to recess into closed session to discuss matters relating to litigation, negotiation, and the employment, appointment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees, adjourn the meeting therefrom with no action to be taken. A roll call vote was taken. Voting Aye: Burnett, Doniger, Greenspan, Klint, Knudsen, Silverman, Gault Smith. The motion carried. The Board recessed into closed session at 10:35 p.m. The meeting adjourned at 11:30 p.m. ________________________________ President



_____________________________ Secretary



MINUTES APPROVED MAY 23, 2005.
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