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American Culinary Federation Press Release For Immediate Release: Feb. 11, 2015



Media Contacts: Chelsea Pillsbury: (904) 484-0226; [email protected] Jessica Ward: (904) 484-0213, [email protected]



Semifinalists Announced for American Culinary Federation Central Region Culinary Salon St. Augustine, Fla., Feb. 11, 2015—Chefs and students are preparing their mise en place and sharpening their knife skills for the 2015 American Culinary Federation (ACF) Central Region Culinary Salon. The event will host four competitions and take place at Pulaski Technical College, North Little Rock, Arkansas. The competitions will determine who receives ACF’s Central Region titles for Chef of the Year, Pastry Chef of the Year, Student Chef of the Year and Student Team Championship. Those who win their respective competition will compete against their regional counterparts for the national title at Cook. Craft. Create. Convention & Show, Orlando, Florida, July 30-Aug. 3. ACF Central Region semifinalists: ACF Central Region Chef of the Year, sponsored by Unilever Food Solutions Lawrence Alexander Jr., executive chef, Hollywood Casino Joliet, Joliet, Illinois; ACF Chicago Chefs of Cuisine Inc. Christopher Rivera, CCC, executive chef, Southern Hills Country Club, Tulsa, Oklahoma; ACF Tulsa Chapter Andrew “Drew” Sayes, CEC, executive chef, The Townsend Hotel, Birmingham, Michigan; ACF Michigan Chefs de Cuisine Association Seth VanderLaan, CCC, banquet chef, Potawatomi Bingo Casino, Milwaukee; ACF Chefs of Milwaukee Inc. ACF Central Region Pastry Chef of the Year, sponsored by Plugrá® European-Style Butter Julieta Adauto, pastry chef/owner, Orange Peel Pastries, El Paso, Texas; ACF Chefs Association of Greater El Paso Laura Johnson, CC, floor chef, University of Notre Dame Food Services, Notre Dame, Indiana; ACF South Bend Chefs and Cooks Association Amy Knoles, pastry chef, Country Club of Detroit, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan; ACF Michigan Chefs de Cuisine Association Eric Voigt, pastry chef, Big Rock Chophouse and The Reserve, Birmingham, Michigan; ACF Michigan Chefs de Cuisine Association ACF Central Region Student Chef of the Year, sponsored by Custom Culinary, Inc. Katlyn Haney, graduate of North Dakota State College of Science; cook/catering staff, Alerus Center, Grand Forks, North Dakota; ACF Red River Valley Chefs Association Marek Lubecki, graduate of Joliet Junior College; line cook, Houston Country Club, Houston; Texas Chefs Association Diamond Taylor, student, Joliet Junior College; server, Olive Garden, Matteson, Illinois; ACF Louis Joliet Chapter



-MORE-



ACF Central Region Student Team Regional Championship, sponsored by Vitamix® Corporation ACF Central Arkansas Cooks Association; Pulaski Technical College, North Little Rock, Arkansas ACF Windy City Professional Culinarians, Inc.; College of DuPage, Glen Ellyn, Illinois ACF Greater Kansas City Chefs Association; Johnson County Community College, Overland Park, Kansas ACF Michigan Chefs de Cuisine Association; The Culinary Institute of Michigan, Port Huron, Michigan ACF Minneapolis Chefs Chapter; Le Cordon Bleu College of Culinary Arts in Minneapolis/St. Paul, Mendota Heights, Minnesota ACF Chefs de Cuisine Association of St. Louis, Inc. ACF Professional Chefs and Culinarians of the Heartland; Metropolitan Community College, Omaha, Nebraska ACF Culinary Arts Society of Oklahoma; Platt College Culinary Schools, Tulsa, Oklahoma ACF Capitol of Texas Chefs; Le Cordon Bleu College of Culinary Arts in Austin, Austin, Texas ACF Fox Valley Chapter; Fox Valley Technical College, Appleton, Wisconsin The 2015 ACF Central Region Culinary Salon is part of ACF’s Signature Series, which includes educational programming, conferences and competitions. Learn more at www.acfchefs.org/culinarysalons, or at Facebook.com/ACFChefs or on Twitter @ACFChefs. About the American Culinary Federation The American Culinary Federation, Inc. (ACF), established in 1929, is the standard of excellence for chefs in North America. With more than 17,500 members spanning nearly 200 chapters nationwide, ACF is the leading culinary association offering educational resources, training, apprenticeship and programmatic accreditation. In addition, ACF operates the most comprehensive certification program for chefs in the United States, with the Certified Executive Chef®, Certified Sous Chef®, Certified Executive Pastry Chef® and Certified Culinary Educator® designations accredited by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies. ACF is home to ACF Culinary Team USA, the official representative for the United States in major international culinary competitions, and to the Chef & Child Foundation, founded in 1989 to promote proper nutrition in children and to combat childhood obesity. For more information, visit www.acfchefs.org. Find ACF on Facebook at www.facebook.com/ACFChefs and on Twitter @ACFChefs. ### Editor’s note: High-resolution photos and interviews are available upon request.
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