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High School Happenings YEAR OF THE CHARGER!



September 14, 2016 







Semi-Formal 







Food 



Photo Booth 



DJ 



SAVE THE DATE: NOVEMBER 4, 2016 TIME: 7:00 P.M.-11:00 P.M. More Information and Ticket Sales Will Be Available Soon! 







This Friday will be our FIRST DRESS DOWN DAY. The cost is $2. Students who have purchased their Charger Socks may wear SHORTS!! Charger Socks can also be worn with your school uniform EVERY DAY!!! 







Counseling Updates 1 



•



Please save the date for these upcoming counseling events: September 28- Financial Aid Workshop for Upper Classmen & Parents at 5:30pm October 19- PSATs (9 -11 grades) October 26- College Fair at PACHS th



th



•



There are also numerous college representative visits throughout the fall. Seniors may view and register for these visits by logging onto Naviance.



•



Check out Mrs. MacConnell’s new office/counseling suite! It is now located in the middle hallway, in between Ms. Asher and Mr. Mott’s classrooms.



•



Upperclassmen and parents- you are invited to attend the Financial Aid Workshop on September 28 at 5:30pm in the high school gym. There are BIG changes happening to the FAFSA and financial aid processes this year. The biggest of which- the FAFSA is now available October 1 instead of January 1. If you would like to attend, please RSVP by e-mailing [email protected].



•



Save the date for the fall PACHS College Fair- October 26 at 6pm! ALL are welcome!



•



QuestBridge College Match- Seniors, if you have a high GPA and receive free or reduced lunch, you may be eligible for the QuestBridge College Match. This gives students a FULL TUITION SCHOLARSHIP for the top schools in the country. See the attached flyer or go to https://www.questbridge.org/high-school-students/nationalcollege-match for more information.



•



Hiram G. Andrews (a state-operated facility in Johnstown, PA, which offers rehabilitative, educational, vocational, and life management services, resulting in employment and independence for persons with disabilities) will be hosting Career & Transition Fairs for interested students and families in October. For more information, go to www.dli.state.pa.us/hgac. If interested in going, you may want to contact the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) to see if they could offset the cost of transportation to get there.



•



Working papers will again be available on Thursday afternoons ONLY from 2:563:15pm. Students can get an application outside of Mrs. MacConnell’s door. Applications must be signed by a parent and accompanied by proof of age (birth cert, state ID, passport, etc.) 







Get Involved….Join a Club 
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2016-2017 21st Century Grant After School Program Programs Social Skills / Fitness Chess Media Arts Music Community Service Art Debate Math/English Tutor Environmental Science Ethics Silent Study 



Moderator Giedemann 



Day(s) Monday & Wednesday 



Petrie Congdon Mervine Jarosiewicz 



Thursday Monday Wednesday Tuesdays 



Nolan Sorrentino As Needed 



Thursday Wednesday As Needed 



Mottershead Thursday (This club will begin after soccer season) Costa Tuesday D.Rob M,W,F 



All students are invited to be a part of these clubs. Spotlight on the Ethics Club: 



Are you concerned with your role in the world around you? Would you like to discuss issues that are happening right now and learn how to take a stand about them? Let’s create an Ethics Club. We will use cinema, news and all kinds of media to discuss contemporary questions. If you are thinking about going to college for liberal arts or law, or you just appreciate a respectful debate of ideas, the club will meet every Wednesday after class, at room 106. If you have any questions, please ask Ms. Costa 



Our goal at Philadelphia Academy Charter High School is to encourage all of our students to be tolerant of one another each and every day. Here
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is the first of several messages that we will share from the AntiDefamation League:



The Anti-Defamation League has long empowered bystanders to become allies in the fight against hate. The same holds true online: fighting bigotry requires all of us to act decisively. When you discover hate online, here are some strategies to fight back. Learn. Many groups publish information about combating particular kinds of bigotry, hate and prejudice, such as the Anti-Defamation League’s resources. E-mail. Notify groups like the Anti-Defamation League, which keep track of trends in hate speech. Flag. Many sites, such as YouTube, allow users to flag offensive content for review. Many also allow you to say why you thought something was offensive. If so, make sure to include detailed comments as to why you thought the item was hateful. Because of the enormous volume of content, Internet companies typically rely on users to bring problems to their attention. ADL’s Cyber-Safety Action Guide allows users to quickly access the policies of major companies and make their complaints heard. Act. Take active steps to combat prejudice online and offline. Know. Know the community with which you are dealing. Look for a site’s Terms of Service or Community Guidelines and find out about the kind of site the company wants to run – many say that they do not wish to host hateful content – and hold the site accountable to it. Speak. Post videos, counter-points of view, or comments that oppose the offensive point of view. Let the social networking community see a competing perspective. Think. Perspective is crucial. Think before you respond, and try to respond in a thoughtful, careful manner. Applaud. Don’t forget to post positive comments on content that shares positive messages. Talk. Talk to your friends, teachers, or family about what you’ve seen. A word about free speech and censorship. ADL is a leading advocate for free speech and does not believe in government suppression of hateful speech merely because it is hateful. However, many websites and social networking sites 
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voluntarily agree to exercise good corporate responsibility and limit the hateful content they purvey. In such cases, we believe that users should speak out firmly against the hate they encounter on those sites, and in turn the sites should live up to their stated Terms of Service or Community Guidelines. For more information, go to www.adl.org/combating-hate/cyber-safety © 2014
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