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Re: Support A-3798/S-211 — School bus stop arm camera bill Speaker Prieto, We urge you to bring A-3798/S-211 to a vote in the Assembly floor before the sessions ends. This common sense school bus safety legislation would allow school districts and local law-enforcement to utilize bus safety cameras as a means to deter dangerous driving and help keep children safe when loading and unloading from their school bus. S-211, overwhelmingly passed the Senate by a 30-1 vote in January 2017, and A-3798 was unanimously reported out by both the Assembly Education and Appropriations committees on May 18 and June 1, respectively. Illegal school bus passing is real problem in New Jersey. Police officers issued more than 1,600 violation notices to drivers who failed to stop for a school bus last year. That number represents 1,600 times New Jersey school children were put in harm’s way and the reality is that number is significantly higher because these violations represent only those reported by school bus drivers or seen by police officers. The following key principles of A-3798 will reduce illegal school bus passing across the state and keep the proposed program focused on safety: •



Bus Driver Safety: Bus drivers would no longer need to write the license plate number of violators while operating the bus. The cameras will catch violators, allowing bus drivers to focus on the road and the kids they are transporting.



•



Law-Enforcement Review: Under the bill, law enforcement is the only ones authorized to issue a citation. Video evidence captured by the camera will be reviewed by law-enforcement who will determine if a violation has occurred, and if so, issue a ticket under the new legislation.



•



Violator Funded: The program would be funded by violators and would operate at no-cost to school districts or local law-enforcement.



•



Program is a Choice, Not a Mandate: School bus arm legislation enables, not mandates school districts to have the choice to install school bus monitoring systems to enforce stop-arm violations, leaving the decision of implementation to local officials who know best.



S-211, introduced by Senators James Holzapfel and Jim Whelan and A-3798, introduced by Assembly Members Troy Singleton (D-7), Gregory McGuckin (D-10) and David Wolfe (D-10), would authorize school districts and law enforcement to use proven, life-saving technology to enforce this law and keep school children safe. The bill will allow districts and local law enforcement to deploy school bus arm safety cameras on the exterior of school buses to capture video of drivers illegally passing stopped buses and issue citations to drivers caught breaking the law and putting kids’ safety at risk. 1



CONT: Support A-3798/S-211 — School bus stop arm camera bill The data speaks for itself. By passing this commonsense school bus safety measure, New Jersey would join more than a dozen other states already experiencing significant benefits from school bus safety cameras. For example: a. Onslow County, North Carolina: 66% reduction in stop-arm violations b. Marietta, Georgia: 28.2% decrease in stop-arm violations after first year of installing cameras c. Carroll County, Maryland : 20% decrease in total violations As Speaker of the General Assembly, you can do your part. We’ve gone thru this process, there’s no genuine opposition and we have a window to move this legislation. Bring this bill to a vote so the Governor can sign it into law and keep New Jersey school children safe for the upcoming school year. Sincerely,



STATEWIDE AND LOCAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATIONS New Jersey Parent Teachers Association (PTA) New Jersey Principals and Supervisors Association (NJPSA) School Transportation Supervisors of New Jersey Association (STS) New Jersey School Boards Association Garden State Coalition of Schools New Jersey Education Association New Jersey Association of School Administrators Brain Injury Alliance of New Jersey MUNICPALITIES/POLICE DEPARTMENTS Township of Upper, Cape May County The Honorable David Mayer, Mayor, Gloucester Township The Honorable Rich Palombo, Mayor, Upper Township The Honorable Zeth A. Matalucci, Mayor, Dennis Township The Honorable Matt Doherty, Mayor, Borough of Belmar The Honorable John Birkner, Jr., Mayor, Borough of Westwood The Honorable Jennifer Naughton, Mayor, Borough of Spring Lake The Honorable Jon Dunleavy, Mayor, Borough of Bloomingdale The Honorable Janet Ariemma, Councilwoman, Township of Mahwah The Honorable Danielle DiPaola, Councilwoman, City of Emerson The Honorable Sean F. Dalton, Prosecutor, Gloucester County Frank Gorman, Commissioner of Public Safety, Avon by the Sea Chief Elliot Correia, Manasquan Police Department Alex Kent, MPH, Chair, Montclair Township Pedestrian Safety Committee
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CONT: Support A-3798/S-211 — School bus stop arm camera bill SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS Joanne Ciccotelli, school bus driver, Dennis Township Janet Trielo, school bus driver, Gloucester Township Public Schools Gayle Levinthal, school bus driver, Gloucester Township Public Schools Linda Chenkis, school bus driver, Gloucester Township Public Schools Rachael Merritt, school bus driver, Dennis Township Phyllis Day, school bus driver, Dennis Township Karen Hamer, school bus driver, Holcomb Transportation Janet Moitzer, school bus driver, Gloucester Township Board of Education Tiffany Warren, school bus driver, School Bus Driver/NJEA Member ToniAnn Eckwerth, school bus driver, School Bus Aide, Dennis Township School Tiffany Warren, school bus driver, Blackwood



SCHOOL BOARDS Nichol Hoff, President, Dennis Twp. Board of Education and parent Michele Barbieri, President , Upper Township Board of Education Eliot Arlo Colon, President, Brielle Board of Education Treva Jackson, Vice President, Deptford Township Board of Education Andrea Olenik-Hipkins, member, Upper Township Board of Education Member and retired teacher Jon Cook, member, Gloucester Township Board of Education Mary Kate Garry, member, Middle Township Board of Education Jamie Burrows, Member, Millville Board of Education and teacher



EDUCATORS Gerard M. Thiers, Executive Director, ASAH, serving the private special education community since 1974 Mark Saalfield, Superintendent, Blairstown Elementary School Nancy Ditzel, Director, Trinity Episcopal Day School Jamie Lynn VanArtsdalenm, Principal, Dennis Twp School District Kelli Turner, Educator, Dennis Township Schools and Chair, Dennis Township Education Association's PRIDE Patricia Wasacz, Dennis Township Education Association Andrea Pastore, 1st Vice President, Jersey City Education Association Cheryl Coulter, Aide/Dennis Township Schools Monica DiVito, Dennis Township School District Anthony McCurdy, Dennis Township Middle School Lisa Salimbene, Committee Member, Dennis Township Committee Courtney Herlihy, School Nurse, Dennis Township BOE Nancy Peralta, High School Teacher, Mother Seton Regional High School
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CONT: Support A-3798/S-211 — School bus stop arm camera bill



EDUCATORS (cont.) Shannon Fuller, Preschool Teacher, ALC Learning Center Heather M Roth, Teacher/Parent, Lower Township Elementary Gena L Johnson, Teacher, Lower Township Elementary Linda Ribiero, Retired Teacher/Dennis Township Resident Carolyn A Seither, Kindergarten Teacher, Upper Township Samantha Hendee, Teacher, Vineland Public Schools Courtney Hearon, Teacher, Woodbine Elementary School Kelly Hendee, Educator, Bishop Mchugh Regional Catholic School Sharon Bucko, Teacher, Dennis Township Primary School Dawn Stadler, Teacher, Dennis Township Primary School Kathleen Pittaluga, School Social Worker, Dennis Township School District Pat DiCintio, Instructional Aide, Dennis Township School AnnMarie Kirby, Teacher, Dennis Township Elementary School Courtney Herlihy, school nurse, Dennis Township Lisa Salimbene, member, Dennis Township Committee Andrea Pastore, 1st Vice President, Jersey City Education Association Norma Agron, Director Enrollment, Student Records & Transportation Services, School Transportation Supervisor of NJ (STSNJ)



TRAFFIC SAFETY ADVOCACY ORGANIZATIONS Russ White, President, Bike Exchange New Jersey James McCulley, Instructor, Ford Driving Skills For Life – New Jersey Joanie Roop MSN, APRN, BC, CME Coordinator, Safe Kids Union County Diana Starace, Coordinator, Injury Prevention Program, Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital and Safe Kids Middlesex County Paul and Sue Oberhauser, National Co-Chairs, Traffic Safety Coalition **Not included are the names of more than three dozen parents and students from around the state.
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