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One man can’t run this country: Rahul Gandhi



NEARBY



The Congress vice-president speaks out about Prime Minister Modi’s governance style and predicts an Opposition victory in 2019 Amit Baruah Nistula Hebbar



idea that the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) was a threat to the Congress. “The AAP operates very much like the BJP. One man decides everything and there is no conversation, there is no listening to anybody,” he said.



EXCLUSIVE



NEW DELHI



Three 2005 Delhi blast accused walk free NEW DELHI:



More than a decade after the serial blasts in different parts of the Capital, which had claimed 80 lives and injured 225 people, a Delhi court on Thursday acquitted two accused and convicted one, stating that the prosecution has not been able to prove the charges against them. DELHI METRO A PAGE 1 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



Mehbooba Mufti to expand Cabinet today



Congress vice-president Rahul Gandhi describes his party’s alliance with the Samajwadi Party for the ongoing Uttar Pradesh Assembly election as a pragmatic decision to put together a “younger alternative” for the State. In an exclusive interview to The Hindu, Mr. Gandhi was clear the alliance was not a signal that the Congress or the SP had given up on trying to strengthen their individual positions in the State. He accused the RSS



and the BJP of undermining the country’s institutions such as the RBI and the nowrenamed Planning Commission by filling them with people who share their ideology.



‘Opposition not weak’ Denying that the Opposition to the Modi government had been weak, he claimed that the BJP would be defeated in the next election. “What I am pointing to is Mr. Narendra Modi’s inability to carry anybody with him,



The alternative: Rahul Gandhi at the interview.



to his way of decision-making, his unilateral way of operating, not even taking senior members of his Cab-



V.V. KRISHNAN



inet along — they don’t feel part of a team. One man can’t run this country.” Mr. Gandhi rejected the



‘Note ban will hit BJP’ Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s decision to demonetise ₹500 and ₹1,000 notes would hit the BJP “very badly” in poll-bound States, he felt. “It’s a devastating step for anybody who is part of the cash economy.” “This government just de-



cides things, and asks the RBI to sign off. If you don’t want to sign off on these decisions, leave, we will put someone else in your place, who won’t have that problem,” the Congress leader said. He claimed that demonetisation was a panic decision by the Prime Minister, who had been painted into a corner by the Opposition. However, demonetisation had put him in an even worse corner.



‘Not just buildings’ “I think this is an RSS-Narendra Modi-run government,” Mr. Gandhi stated, arguing



that the Planning Commission and the RBI were not just buildings, but housed years of Indian knowledge and experience of dealing with issues. Demonetisation had also handed massive powers to the Income-Tax department and as many as one million tax notices had been issued in Uttar Pradesh alone, he said. “So, even the idea of ease of doing business has been destroyed. You have unleashed the Income-Tax department on ordinary citizens,” Mr. Gandhi argued. EXCERPTS ON A PAGE 8



JAMMU:



Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti will carry out the first expansion of her nine-month-old Ministry on Friday with the induction of one or two PDP members. “There is a cabinet reshuffle. New Ministers will be inducted into the government tomorrow (Friday),” a top source in the state government said. NORTH A PAGE 3 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



DELHI METRO A 6 PAGES FRIDAY REVIEW A 12 PAGES (TABLOID)



Triple talaq case may go to Constitution Bench Centre seeks scrutiny under Article 13



Edappadi Palaniswami sworn in New Tamil Nadu Chief Minister says he will take floor test tomorrow Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK), all other Ministers in the outgoing Cabinet were retained.



T. RAMAKRISHNAN



Krishnadas Rajagopal NEW DELHI



Indicating that a Constitution Bench may hear the question whether triple talaq and polygamy violate the fundamental rights of Muslim women, the Supreme Court on Thursday said it had to examine if these personal law practices were the “fundamental traits” of the minority religion. The Centre asked the apex court to determine whether personal laws can be brought under the ambit of Article 13 (laws inconsistent with or in derogation of the fundamental rights) of



the Constitution. The AIMPLB had submitted that the Supreme Court had no jurisdiction to strike down any provisions of personal law, but organisations and Muslim women from various walks of life across the country urged the court to strike down triple talaq and polygamy as “un-Islamic.” A three-judge Bench, led by Chief Justice of India J.S. Khehar, was hearing a batch of petitions on whether personal law practices like triple talaq (talaq-e-bidat), ‘niqah halala’ and polygamy violate the fundamental rights of Muslim women. CONTINUED ON A PAGE 8



CHENNAI



Ending the political impasse in Tamil Nadu, Governor Ch. Vidyasagar Rao on Thursday evening administered the oath of office to Edappadi K. Palaniswami as the 13th Chief Minister along with a Council of 30 Ministers. Mr. Palaniswami said he would take a floor test in the Assembly at 11.a.m. on Saturday to prove his majority, ostensibly to ensure that there is no room for horse trading by the rebel camp headed by former Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam. The Governor had granted him 15 days to prove his majority. This is the first



Paying homage: Edappadi K. Palaniswami went to the Jayalalithaa memorial after being sworn in Chief Minister. M. VEDHAN



time in 29 years a Chief Minister will be seeking a vote of confidence in the House. Barring Mr. Pan-



neerselvam and K. Pandiarajan, who revolted against the leadership of the ruling All India Anna Dravida



New face The only new face was K.A. Sengottaiyan, newly appointed chairman of the party presidium. Mr. Sengottaiyan, a veteran, was given School Education, a portfolio held by Mr. Pandiarajan, while Mr. Palaniswami kept to himself all the subjects including Finance and Home, held by Mr. Panneerselvam. CONTINUED ON A PAGE 9 CHANGE OF GUARD A EDITORIAL



Sasikala’s appointment illegal: MPs Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Challenging the appointment of V.K. Sasikala as interim general secretary, a delegation of AIADMK MPs on Thursday submitted before the EC that her appointment was not in accordance with the party’s constitution and therefore it should not be approved. The 12-member team was led by V. Maitreyan. ‘NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARTY CONSTITUTION’ A PAGE 5



70 killed as IS targets Pak Sufi shrine The place was full of devotees when suicide bomber struck of the IS in the country despite several reports that the group has gained a foothold. Deputy Commissioner of Jamshoro district, which oversees the Sehwan shrine, Munawwer Mahesar, told reporters that authorities suspected that the suicide bomber was a woman.



MUBASHIR ZAIDI KARACHI



At least 70 people were killed and 200 injured in a terror attack on a popular Sufi shrine in Sindh province on Thursday. This is the seventh terrorist strike in Pakistan since Monday. The shrine of Lal Shahbaz Qalandar in Sehwan city of Sindh was full of devotees when a suicide bomber struck. Officials feared the death toll would rise. The Islamic State (IS) has claimed responsibility for the attack, the first time it



One of the 200 injured in the blast at a hospital. AFP



has done so for a strike in Pakistan. Pakistani officials have been denying the presence



Suicide bomber “We have recovered a severed head of a woman suspected to be the suicide bomber,” he said. Commissioner of Hyderabad Shafiq Mahesar said rescue teams had been



rushed to Sehwan. The blast happened in the shrine’s compound where a large number of devotees were performing the ritual of ‘dhamaal’, said survivors. Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif said the blast was an attack on the progressive, inclusive future of Pakistan. “The past few days have been hard and my heart is with the victims. But we can’t let these attacks divide us. I will do everything in my power to protect this country, and what it represents,” he said in a statement.



In Bihar, stay dry on tour too Amarnath Tewary PATNA



If you are a public servant in Bihar, you can’t drink on tour outside the State, amended conduct rules for government officials from group A to Group D services say. Previously, a civil servant could not drink while on duty in public places across the State.



Conduct rules Now, the state cabinet has issued fresh conduct rules for government servants and judicial officers after making amendments to the Bihar Government Services Conduct Rules, 1976, and approving the new Bihar Judicial Officers Conduct Rules, 2017, which say that the officers have to strictly abide by the state’s prohibition rules wherever they might be. Excise Act Previously, judicial officers were exempt from the new Bihar State Prohibition and Excise Act, 2016, that put in place stringent prohibition, principal state cabinet secretary Brajesh Mehrotra said. CONTINUED ON A PAGE 8
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Can’t pay fine, have only gun: MLA Facing ₹10 lakh penalty for misusing SC’s jurisdiction, Ravindra Singh wants order reviewed Amarnath Tewary



view its order,” he said. Three government bodyguards live in his house, along with his 100-year old mother, his son and family. The MLA was a Maoist when central Bihar was mired in bloody caste violence in the early 1990s.



Patna



Mitra concerned over strengthening of IT Act KOLKATA



West Bengal Finance Minister Amit Mitra on Thursday expressed apprehension over providing more teeth to the Income Tax Act in this year’s Union budget by removing Section 132A and allowing arrest by taxmen under the new GST Act. With the removal of the Section 132A, people would now be subjected to harrassment by taxmen, Mr. Mitra said in the Assembly. - PTI



Body of teenager found hanging from tree KOLKATA



The body of a 12-year-old boy was found hanging from a tree inside the school premises in Labhpur of Birbhum district on Thursday. Aniket Bagdi, a student of Class VI, was found hanging from a rope tied around his neck from a tree inside the Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya. Though the death appeared to be a case of suicide, the police is awaiting the post-mortem report to ascertain the exact cause of the death. - PTI



Assam to set up three medical colleges GUWAHATI



Assam Health Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma on Thursday said three medical colleges and hospitals will be constructed across the State over the next three years. “We will spend Rs 570 crore in construction of the three medical colleges and hospitals in Dhubri, Nagaon and Lakhimpur. The amount will be divided equally among the three hospitals,” Mr. Sarma said at a press conference. - PTI



YK



Bihar MLA Ravindra Singh, who has been ordered to pay a fine of ₹10 lakh by the Supreme Court for misusing its jurisdiction, says he does not have the money, as his only possessions are a gun and an SUV. Faced with the order asking him to pay the fine within four weeks, the Rashtriya Janata Dal legislator says he would not be in a position to comply with it, “come what may”.



SUV on loan “Besides the revolver bought in 2003 and the SUV taken on bank loan last year, I own nothing,” he told The Hindu on Thursday. “Though I fully honour the order, before it imposed the fine, the Supreme Court should have checked my bank passbook and got my property details. Besides, I



Ravindra Singh at his home in Patna. did not get the justice for which I had gone to the court,” argues Mr. Singh, who was elected for the second time from Arwal in Jehanabad district.



- PHOTO: RANJEET KUMAR



Sitting in a modest three bedroom flat on Jagdeo Path in western Patna, Mr. Singh, 64, was unfazed. “Why should I worry? Let the court check my finances and re-



Mizo students claim govt sent them to ‘fake’ college



Underground for years “I was underground for 12-14 years and police raided my house 135 times, attaching my property three times,” he says. When Lalu Prasad became Chief Minister, the district police, in a supervision report in 1994, gave the MLA a clean chit in all cases. Mr. Singh’s election affidavit for 2015 says he has a revolver and a rifle, bank deposits of ₹80,000 and immovable assets of 4.32 acre agricultural land and a 1,300 sq. ft. house in Aurangabad district. His legal troubles began in 2015 after he filed a writ petition in the Patna



High Court asking for a probe into a news report in Nyay Chakra, a magazine edited by Union Minister and Lok Janshakti Party leader Ram Vilas Paswan in 1994. The report, he said, claimed that a secret letter was issued by RSS functionaries to workers asking them to create trouble for minorities, Ambedkarites and Dalits. The Patna HC dismissed the petition on December 6 last calling it “unjustified”. The defiant MLA approached the Supreme Court and, on February 10 this year, the court dismissed the petition, imposing exemplary costs and fine.



Plea to President “Before I approached the court, I had written the President, the Prime Minister, the Home Minister, the Lok Sabha Speaker, the Home Secretary, and the Chief Minister of Bihar,” he said.



Tripura tense amid 48-hour strike Seven policemen injured in clashes Syed Sajjad Ali Agartala



Several people, including security personnel, were injured after tension escalated on the first day of the 48hour strike in Ganddachara subdivision of north Tripura on Thursday. The youth wing of the Indigenous Peoples’ Front of Tripura (IPFT) had called for the strike in response to attacks allegedly orchestrated by CPI (M) cadres during the February 8 strike within tribal autonomous district council areas. The police said seven Tripura State Rifles (TSR) personnel were hospitalised after the security personnel tried to prevent the movement of vehicles ferrying IPFT supporters. The ruling CPI (M), meanwhile, said its office was ransacked and that some shops, too, were



Special Correspondent Kolkata



A group of students from Mizoram are demanding compensation from the State government for sending them to a college in Kolkata that does not have requisite affiliation. 32 students from Mizoram were selected by Mizoram Youth Commission (MYC) and Labour, Employment & Industrial Training Department to attend a “college in Kolkata”. In September 2014 they were admitted to a hotel management institute at Salt Lake in Kolkata. After a few semester the 32 students selected by the State government, which in-



cluded 20 girls 12 boys, realised that the institute named Nalanda Institute of Advanced Studies ( NIAS) did not have requisite recognition from necessary accreditation.



Compensation sought “We are demanding compensation from Mizoram Government. We have spent years in Kolkata and have spent lakhs of rupees but after few semesters we realised that there was no point continuing our education at a fake college,” C. Laltlanmawia, a 25 year-old student told The Hindu from Aizwal. Stating that most of the students have returned back to Aizwal, Mr Laltlanmawia



said that the students were selected by the Mizoram government to attend prestigious college in Kolkata. “The State government, we heard has spent over Rs 1 crore for our training. We suspect a huge scam,” Mr Laltlanmawia said. The student said the students started leaving when they realised that the institute was not affiliated. Though the officials of the institute could not be contacted the institute’s website under the link, Recognation (not recognition) states that “NIAS offers courses as per the nomenclature and guidelines of University Grants Commission, Ministry of HRD, Govt. of India”.



Peace meeting On Wednesday, the district administration had held a meeting to defuse the situation that has been prevailing since the All-Tripura Indigenous Regional Parties Forum observed a bandh in the tribal autonomous district council areas. The IPFTalleged that CPI (M) cadres attacked party workers.



Turtle smugglers facing the heat Wildlife Bureau has seized over 15,000 turtles and arrested over 30 smugglers Shiv Sahay Singh



Region. Before the seizures, investigators and forest officials were not fully aware of the scale of turtle smuggling that was prevalent across States and even outside the country.



Kolkata



The students alleged the institute does not have affiliation



damaged. While some non-tribal residents have shifted to safer places, the police and civil administration are working to maintain law and order. Inspector General of Police (Law and Order) K.V. Srijesh, the Superintendent of Police (Dhalai), the District Magistrate and other senior officials are in Ganddachara.



In what is considered to be a major seizure, the Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal police in coordination with central agencies such as the Wildlife Crime Control Bureau have seized over 15,000 turtles and arrested over 30 smugglers between the last week of December 2016 and January 2017.



Biggest success The biggest success came on January 11, 2017 when the Special Task Force (STF) of the Uttar Pradesh seized 6,430 Indian flapshelled turtles (Lissemys punctata) at Amethi, UP ready to be transported West Bengal. Before and after the massive haul at Amethi, seizures were made by the West Bengal CID and UP STF



Rich haul: Seized turtles inside a truck following a police crackdown. - PHOTO: SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



at Gaighata, Thakurnagar, Bongaon Howrah and Seoraphuli. Varanasi and Ambedkarnagar in UP also saw major hauls. More than 30 persons have been arrested for illegally smuggling the Indian flapshelled turtles. “The seizures and the arrest have brought to the fore



the enormous scale of illegal trade carried out by a racket of inter-State criminals. The cooperation of the police in different States have yielded results and the illegal trade has suffered significant setbacks for this season,” said Agni Mitra, Regional Deputy Director of Wildlife Crime Control Bureau, Eastern



Trafficking hub The investigation has revealed that Bongoan, a suburb in West Bengal’s North 24 Parganas, is the hub of trafficking of the Indian flapshelled turtles. From Bongaon the turtles are either brought to Kolkata or smuggled over the border to Bangladesh. The turtles are mostly used for their meat. The species is a freshwater turtle is under Schedule I of the Wildlife Prevention Act and commercial exploitation of it involves imprisonment of three to seven years.
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Friday, February 17



RISE 06:58 SET 18:13 RISE 00:00 SET 10:49 Saturday, February 18



RISE 06:57 SET 18:13 RISE 00:05 SET 11:27



Dalits in Mirchpur still waiting for rehabilitation Seven years after 60 families were displaced following an attack by upper castes, they have got no relief despite assurances from governments Ashok Kumar



Sunday, February 19



RISE 06:56 SET 18:14 RISE 00:57 SET 12:06



Teaching at a private school, Sonia and her husband Sunil Kumar, both arts graduates, had dreamt of a promising future for them and their children. But the Dalit couple are now forced to earn their livelihood as dailywagers living in a patched tent on the outskirts of Hisar along with their six-year-old daughter and four-year-old son.



Appalling conditions Forced to flee their village after their houses were torched by Jats, killing a polio-stricken teenaged girl and her father on April 21, 2010, the couple along with 60-odd Dalit families of Mirchpur village has been staying inside a farmhouse in inhuman conditions for the past seven years waiting for rehabilitation. “We are forced to lead a life no better than that of animals. Having left behind our pucca houses in the village,



IN BRIEF



Shivraj Singh Chouhan



‘Water transportation around Narmada soon’ BHOPAL



Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said that waterways transportation would be started around river Narmada in the State. “The waterways transportation will be started in a circumference of 100 km in Narmada river as about 30 % of State’s population lives on the banks of this river,” Mr Chouhan said in Mohipura vilalge of Barwani district on Wednesday. However, he didn’t disclose details of the waterways. PTI



Two persons killed in illegal mine collapse DUMKA (JHARKHAND)



Two men were killed when an illegal coal mine collapsed at Lutiapahari in Dumka district on Thursday, the police said. The incident occurred when the victims were extracting coal from the illegal mine on a forest land, SP Mayur Patel said. The victims were identified as Rahman Ansari and Abul Hussain, both from Jamkandar village. The bodies have been extracted from the debris and sent for post-mortem, he said. - PTI



Tax official held in bribery case ALWAR



An Additional Income Tax Commissioner was today arrested by the AntiCorruption Bureau sleuths of Rajasthan Police for allegedly accepting a bribe of ₹7 lakh from the owner of an educational institution. Addl IT Commissioner (Range-II) B. L. Yadav had allegedly demanded ₹10 lakh from complainant Dhanpat Singh, but the matter was settled at ₹7 lakh, DSP (ACB) Sleh Mohammad told PTI. Yadav had threatened to levy a penalty of ₹1 crore on Singh’s educational institution. A trap was laid and the ACB personnel caught Yadav at his office. PTI



has been done. “Several politicians visiting the settlement promised free ration and gas connections. But only 4-5 families have got cooking gas so far. After much effort, the local authorities arranged for a water tanker which comes couple of times a week. We use this water for drinking, cooking and even washing clothes,” said Subhash.



HISAR



we are now living in these tents patched with banners without any basic amenities. No water, no electricity and no toilets. The situation becomes worse during the monsoon when the entire



settlement is inundated and turns virtually into a pond. It is an everyday struggle for us all,” said Raj Singh, a Dalit youth. Rukmini, 50, added that it was even more difficult for women with little



privacy for them. The families claimed that they had approached the local authorities and politicians several times over these years seeking basic facilities, but nothing much



Fearing for their lives The majority of the 200-odd Dalit families in the Jat-dominated village had left after the large-scale violence seven years ago, fearing for their lives. While over 60 families were offered space at his farmhouse by local leader Vedpal Tanwar outside the city, the others migrated to different places. Around 40 families chose to stay behind, but they too are now finding it difficult to continue living in the village after a fresh spell of violence against them this past month.



“It has been almost seven years since the horrific incident took place, but we are still forced to live with the painful memories. Soon after we came to this farmhouse, a government school in neighbouring Kaimri village refused to admit our children acting under pressure from the upper castes in the village. Several kids were forced to drop out after the incident as there was no school close to this farmhouse. Even today, we are too scared to step out alone and are discriminated against. Most of us work as daily-wagers, but the upper caste men do not hire us for work if we reveal our identity,” said Rajesh, 35. Despite assurances from successive governments, these families have been endlessly waiting for rehabilitation. Chander Singh, 40, said both the governments and the SC/ST Commission had failed them by not being able to ensure a respectable living. “While the families



are demanding rehabilitation outside the village as they do not want to return to their houses, both the Congress and the BJP governments have told the SC that it was not possible,” said advocate Rajat Kalsan, who fought the Mirchpur case at the Rohini court.



Not isolated incident Dalit rights activist Bajrang Indal pointed out that Mirchpur was not an isolated incident and there were many cases of Dalits being targeted by upper caste men. “Several Dalit families from Bhagana village are also staging a dharna. But no action has been taken so far,” said Mr. Indal, a law student. He said there were several central and State government institutes in Hisar where Dalit men could be employed on contract basis. A precedent was set by former CM Devi Lal who set up the Devigarh Punia village to rehabilitate Dalits in the late 1980s.



Poverty forcing Sirmaur girls into child marriage: NCW Lack of jobs driving girls from Dalit, SC families to marry early Staff Reporter SHIMLA



Many parents in the town of Shillai, located in Himachal Pradesh’s most backward district of Sirmaur, are forced to marry off their girls outside the State due to extreme poverty and shortage of employment in the area. The bulk of these marriages are not registered and the girls are mostly from the Dalit and schedule caste communities. “Some of them are not even adults and not of marriageable age,” observed a team of the Na-



tional Commission for Women (NCW), which recently toured the area. Many parents are not even aware of the whereabouts of their daughters.



Married in Haryana Most of the girls being married off are going to neighbouring Haryana, where the sex ratio is highly imbalanced. It is also believed that middlemen are playing a big role in arranging these marriages and are getting hefty sums in return. The NCW team has met the



Haryana govt open to talks with Jat leaders To discuss agitation on reservation



district police chief and other officials in this regard. Illegal trafficking is suspected, but since the women have never come on record, no action has been taken. Sirmaur is considered to be the least developed district of H.P., and Shillai is one of its most neglected areas. There are no employment avenues, no roads, no piped drinking water and understaffed health and education institutions. The residents have been demanding that they be granted ST status.



Mehbooba to expand Cabinet PTI



Ashok Kumar



Jammu



GURUGRAM



Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti will carry out tomorrow the first expansion of her ninemonth-old ministry with induction of one or two PDP members. “There is a Cabinet reshuffle. New Ministers will be inducted into the government tomorrow,” a top source said. According to the arrangement between the two allies, PDP has a quota of 14 Ministers, including the Chief Minister, while BJP has 11 ministerial berths. Currently, the PDP has 12 Ministers and BJP has 11, including the Deputy Chief Minister and Sajjad Lone. According to sources, PDP MLA from Amira Kadal constituency Altaf Bukhari is likely to stage a comeback. He was not included in the Cabinet when Ms Mehbooba was sworn-in as the CM in April last year.



Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar held a meeting with senior party leaders and workers on Thursday to discuss the ongoing Jat agitation in the State and the steps taken by the government to give reservation to the community. Party workers and Ministers belonging to Jhajjar, Rohtak, Bhiwani, CharkhiDadri, Hisar, Jind, Sirsa, Kaithal, Sonipat and Panipat were present at the meeting held at Swatantrata Senani Zila Parishad Bhawan here. The ten districts are considered sensitive in view of the ongoing agitation. After the meeting, Agriculture Minister O.P. Dhankar told the media that the State government was open to talks with Jat leaders and they should put forth their demands. He claimed that it was the BJP that gave reservation to Jats in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya



Manohar Lal Khattar.



Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi and Haryana. He also criticised the Congress saying it gave reservation to Jats without following the procedure and did not refer the matter to the National Commission for Backward Classes. Mr. Dhankar said the present BJP government gave reservation to the Jat community after accepting their suggestions. He said the matter was challenged in court and advocate Jagdeep Dhankar was hired for pursuing the case in the Supreme Court.



Gujjars plan mahapanchayat over quota Meeting on Feb 25 will chalk out strategy for claiming benefits within 50% limit said. The Supreme Court had earlier this month ordered maintenance of status quo on employment and admission at educational institutions to SBCs, including Gujjars, and directed the State government not to make any fresh admissions and appointments until it decided the special leave petition against the High Court’s judgment.



Mohammed Iqbal Jaipur



After boycotting a meeting with the Cabinet Sub-Committee on reservation for Special Backward Classes (SBC), Gujjars have decided to convene a ‘mahapanchayat’ at Gudla Pahadi in Karauli district on February 25 to chalk out a strategy for claiming the quota benefit.



BJP blamed The Rajasthan Gujjar Arakshan Sangharsh Samiti has reiterated its demand for a separate quota within the 50% limit mandated by the Supreme Court. The Gujjar body blamed the Bharatiya Janata Party government for not keeping its promise to safeguard their reservation.



Gujjars sit on railway tracks in Bharatpur during their agitation. - FILE PHOTO: PTI



Sangharsh Samiti general secretary Shailendra Singh told The Hindu that the Gujjar leadership had lost faith in the Cabinet Sub-Committee’s members. “There has been no clari-



fication from the State government on how it will protect the rights of SBC candidates who have cleared the recruitment process and those who are at various stages of appointment,” he



Law struck down The High Court had on December 9 last year struck down a legislation providing 5% reservation to SBCs. Mr. Singh said the Gujjars, deprived of quota in public employment and education, had been left with no option other than launching a fresh agitation.
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IN BRIEF



HC to start final hearing on Lavalin case from March 9 Dismissing plea for early hearing, court says the judges know their job Special Correspondent Kochi



Silent march by Maratha community BELAGAVI



Nearly one lakh people participated in the silent march organised by the Maratha Kranti Morcha at Belagavi on Thursday. They demanded reservation for the Maratha community. The participants also sought an early resolution to the simmering KarnatakaMaharashtra border dispute. Our Correspondent



YSRC to make ‘Special Status’ a poll issue GUNTUR



Leader of the Opposition in the A.P. Assembly and YSR Congress Party president Y.S. Jaganmohan Reddy on Thursday said he would fight the next general election on the plank of Special Category Status for A.P. Party MPs would resign from the Lok Sabha in June to take the campaign forward, he added. “The BJP-TDP governments have failed to keep their promise,” Mr. Jagan said. Our correspondent



Government staff protest in Kerala THIRUVANANTHAPURAM



Work at the Kerala government secretariat was hit on Thursday as proCongress, pro-CPI and pro-BJP staff stayed away to protest against the State’s move to form a Kerala Administrative Service. Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said the government would go ahead with its decision, regardless of the opposition. There was only about 22% attendance at the Secretariat. N.J. Nair



CM YK



The Kerala High Court on Thursday posted to March 9 the final hearing on a revision petition filed by the Central Bureau of Investigation, which challenged the Thiruvananthapuram CBI special court verdict discharging Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and six others from the SNC-Lavalin corruption case. The court adjourned the hearing while dismissing a petition filed by M.R. Ajayan, a journalist, seeking early hearing and disposal of the CBI’s revision petition. While the CBI expressed its willingness to argue the case on February 21, counsel for the respondents, including Mr.



A file picture of BJP members on a protest demanding the prosecution of Pinarayi Vijayan in the case. C. RATHEESH KUMAR Vijayan, wanted the court to post the case for final hearing on March 9. Dismissing the petition, the court observed that a third party had no right to implead in a criminal proceeding. The court further said the judges were aware of their responsibilities. They knew how to deal with



and dispose of cases. Media reports or channel discussions would not affect the dispensation of justice.



‘Governed by law’ Every case would be handled with the deserving seriousness and the priority it required. Besides, the judicial proceedings were not a



mechanical or electronic process. They were governed by law. Mr. Ajayan pointed out that the hearing on the CBI’s petition had been adjourned many times earlier on some pretext or the other. The discharged accused wanted to delay the hearing so that evidence could be “destroyed,” the petitioner pointed out. The CBI case was that Mr. Vijayan, while serving as Electricity Minister from May 1996 to October 1998, along with the other accused, hatched a criminal conspiracy to award the contract for the renovation of the Pallivasal, Sengulam, and Panniar hydroelectric projects to SNC-Lavalin at an exorbitant cost.



Palutla tribals keen on reviving liquor ‘ban’ Social sanction in this A.P. village worked for over 10 years ONGOLE



the Village Tribal Development Agency.



Chenchu and Sugali tribals are engaged in a determined battle against liquor in the remote Palutla village of Prakasam district. “We are determined to re-introduce the ban to save the present generation,” says village elder Nimalla Edanna. The villagers, especially women, are eager to see countrymade liquor, Thummachakka, and Indian-made foreign liquor banned. “In coordination with officials, we will soon conduct raids on the hideouts of bootleggers,” he says. The village had earlier imposed a fine of ₹500 and a chappal hit for every ‘offence’ committed — on those who consumed liquor. This



Alarming addiction But the determination disappeared with the village elders allowing people to consume liquor during festivals and social occasions, says Chandra Naik. “Some of them are addicted to the extent of pledging their ration cards to buy liquor today,” laments Edamma. “We could lead a better life by generating a decent income from the land given to us under the Recognition of Forest Right Act, and send our children to schools and colleges when the ban was in force,” points out another tribal elder Anjaiah, president, Nallamala Girijan Chenchu Welfare Association.



S. Murali



Country-made liquor being brewed by a group of tribal people in the Nallamala Hills.



social sanction worked well for over 10 years with a generation of tribal people eschewing liquor since 2003, recalls Edanna, president of



Child marriage widely It’s training day before you join the Army prevalent in A.P., says study Karnataka to train hopefuls from the State to boost entry into the force
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Krishna district leads, Visakhapatnam comes second



According to Brig. Subodh Kaul (retd.), between 700 and 1,200 vacancies for general duty soldiers are reserved for Karnataka every year, of which a large number are not filled up.



Sharath S. Srivatsa Bengaluru



Rajulapudi Srinivas VIJAYAWADA



Although child marriage is banned, 1,71,083 girls and 1,72,934 boys were married off in the last five years in Andhra Pradesh before they reached the marriageable age. Krishna district tops the Statewide list of child marriages with 20,584 girls (3.3% of the girls) and 19,557 boys (2.4% of boys) getting married before attaining 18 and 21 years of age. Visakhapatnam district came second with marriage of 16,876 girls below 18, followed by Anantapur (16,738), Kurnool (16,532) and Chittoor (15,769), ac-



cording to an analysis on the incidence and intensity of child marriages at the national, State and district levels, by the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) in collaboration with Young Lives India. The data was presented at a State-level consultation on child marriages held here on Thursday. Likewise, 20,462 boys below 21 years were married in Kurnool, followed by 17,322 in Visakhapatnam and 16,939 in Anantapur.



India in 11th place India stood 11th in the worldwide rank of countries with



high incidence of child marriages, accounting for a high 47% of all children. Nigeria is in the first place with 68%. As many as 39,000 minor girls are being married every day in India, said the NCPCR and YLI collaborative study.



Many attempts foiled The Andhra Pradesh Women and Child Welfare, Police and Revenue departments have been taking many steps to prevent child marriages. In all, 2,322 child marriages were foiled in the last three years by these departments and about 25 cases booked under the Prohibition of Child Marriages Act, 2006.



Worried over the declining number of entrants into the Army from Karnataka, the State government has decided to provide prerecruitment training to Army hopefuls. In what is being termed the first-of-its-kind effort in the country, the Karnataka Vocational Training and Skill Development Corporation will identify 1,000 candidates and start training them from March.



Two-month regimen The programme has been named ‘Kannadigas in Indian Army.’ “By the end of 2017, we want to train 5,000 Kannadiga youth from all



Looking for more: A file picture of Army officers conducting physical tests in Yadgir. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



parts of the State, who are planning to participate in the recruitment rallies,” corporation Chairman Muralidhar Halappa told The Hindu. The two-month training will involve



personality development, apart from physical training, he said. The government hoped at least 50 per cent of the trained candidates would clear the Army recruitment process.



‘Better opportunities’ Brig. Kaul, who will coordinate the training programme to be held at Belagavi, said even if the trained candidates did not get into the Army, they could look for chances in the paramilitary forces and private security agencies. “Candidates will be given certificates by the Security Sector Council of India, which will fetch them good opportunities in the private sector as well,” he said.



ND-ND
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Set up mechanism to delete sex determination ads: SC ‘Order to Internet giants is to make search engines responsive to Indian law’ Krishnadas Rajagopal New Delhi



Special Holi train for Gorakhpur New Delhi



Anticipating a heavy rush during Holi, the railways will run specials to Gorakhpur. The Gorakhpur–Anand Vihar Holi train will depart from Gorakhpur at 2.30 p.m. on March 9, 11, 14 and 16 to reach Anand Vihar at 5 a.m. the next day, a railways release said. In the return direction, the Anand Vihar–Gorakhpur special will leave Anand Vihar at 6.55 a.m. on March 10, 12, 15 and 17 to reach Gorakhpur at 9.55 p.m. the same day. PTI



ISRO gearing up for second moon mission THIRUVANANTHAPURAM



Buoyed by the success of PSLV- C37 which set a world record by placing 104 satellites in orbit, the Indian Space Research Organisation is turning its attention to India’s second lunar mission, Chandrayaan-2, scheduled for 2018. The static test of the lander module of Chandrayaan-2 will be held at ISRO Propulsion Complex, Mahendragiri, by the end of February. An orbiter, lander and rover are part of the mission. Director, Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre, S. Somanath, said the test would measure performance of the lander module propulsion system. T. Nandakumar



Almost 9 lakh accounts under I-T scanner NEW DELHI



Nearly half of the 18 lakh people under the Income Tax department’s scanner for suspicious bank deposits post demonetisation have been put in the ‘doubtful’ category. Action against them will be taken only after the new tax amnesty scheme ends on March 31. Under ‘Operation Clean Money’, the I-T department had sent SMS and e-mails to 18 lakh people who, according to its data analysis, made suspicious deposits of over ₹5 lakh during the 50-day window provided to get rid of old 500 and 1,000 rupee notes. They were asked to clarify on the deposits and their source by February 15. Sources said those who did not reply must have “good legal explanation”. PTI



The Supreme Court on Thursday ordered three Internet giants — Google, Microsoft and Yahoo — to immediately set up their own in-house expert bodies to keep tabs on and delete online pre-natal sex determination advertisements. The court said the intent of the order was to make these search engines “responsive to Indian law.” Section 22 of the Pre-conception and Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act of 1994 prohibits advertisements relating to pre-natal determination of sex and imposes punishment. However, ads continue to appear online, rendering the law toothless. “Since 2001, this court has expressed its concern with regard to reduction of



A file photo of women taking a pledge against prenatal sex determination test in Ahmedabad.



sex ratio in this country. It has gone to the extent of stating that when there is decrease in sex ratio, it is a disaster signal to the mankind,” a Bench of Justices Dipak Misra and R. Banumathi referred to the scant regard for the anti-female foeticide law. Now, the Supreme Court has made the search engines themselves liable for pre-



Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) spokesperson Vikas Swarup has been appointed the new High Commissioner to Canada. Mr. Swarup, a well-known author became the MEA spokesperson in April 2015. He is expected to join his new post in Ottawa by mid-March. “I am looking forward to my new posting. Canada is a great country and we share



Dinakar Peri BENGALURU



The fifth generation fighter aircraft to be developed jointly by India and Russia will be an entirely new machine based on the Russian fifth generation jet which is already flying, a senior Russian industry official has said. The two countries are negotiating the contract. This year, India and Russia are likely to conclude several big-ticket deals worth billions of dollars. They include the S-400 long range air defence systems, Kamov-226T utility helicopters and additional Mi-17 helicopters. “This is an entirely new project [FGFA] for building a new aircraft. We have designs and plans … but we cannot commit ourselves unless we see a willingness to continue [from India],” said Victor N. Kladov, Director of International Cooperation and Regional Policy of Rostec, Russian state corporation. He was speaking to a select group of journalists at



Scintillating show: A Scandinavian team performing at the Aero India on Thursday. V. SREENIVASA MURTHY Aero India on Thursday. On the delay in concluding the contract, Mr. Kladov observed that there were some deliberations within the Indian government on the project. “The ball is on the Indian side... we are waiting,” he said.



S-400 contract Mr. Kladov had on Wednesday held discussions with Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar, during which FGFA figured prominently. In 2010, India and Russia signed a preliminary design agreement to jointly produce the FGFA for use by both the



countries, after which each had invested $295 million for preliminary design. But despite several rounds of discussions, the two countries have so far failed to reach a contract. On the S-400 Triumf, Mr. Kladovv observed that negotiating a contract took “no less than a year,” as there were thousands of documentations to be discussed. “We made our initial request to India. In March, they invited us for negotiations… We are hopeful of signing the contract this year… or in the first half of next year,” he said.



The 12-member delegation said her appointment was not in accordance with the party’s constitution and therefore, it should not be approved Special Correspondent



‘No special privilege in Bengaluru prison’



NEW DELHI



Challenging the elevation of V.K. Sasikala as the interim general secretary, a delegation of AIADMK Members of Parliament on Thursday submitted before the Election Commission that her appointment was not in accordance with the party’s constitution and, therefore, it should not be approved. The 12-member delegation, comprising eight Lok Sabha and two Rajya Sabha MPs, was led by V. Maitreyan. Some other party members also accompanied them to the Election Commission’s headquarters. The party leaders submitted a 42-page memorandum to Chief Election Commissioner Nasim Zaidi and other senior EC officials, urging that the Commission should decline the approval for Ms. Sasikala’s elevation as she was elected by the party’s general council, and not by the primary members. As per the party’s constitution, the delegation said, the general council had powers to only frame policies and programmes, and not to elect the general



She can work if she wants, says official Special Correspondent Bengaluru



not just values and beliefs but also a very substantive agenda and a very well connected diaspora,” Mr. Swarup told The Hindu.



Crucial country Canada is a crucial country in India’s diplomatic agenda. Relations between the two countries have expanded in recent months following Prime Minister Justine Trudeau’s push for engagement with India.



AIADMK interim general secretary V.K. Sasikala’s first day in prison was no different from any other inmate serving a simple imprisonment sentence. H.N. Sathyanarayana Rao, Director General of Police (Prisons) clarified on Thursday that she was not accorded any special privileges. “We are not giving her any special treatment. As she is undergoing simple imprisonment, she does not have to work. However if she wants, she can take up activities like making candles,” said a prison official.



Fervent appeal: AIADMK MPs, led by V. Maitreyan, coming out after meeting the Chief Election Commissioner, in New Delhi on Thursday. SANDEEP SAXENA secretary. The memorandum cited Clause 30 (V) of the constitution which said only a person who had been a primary member for at least five years was eligible.



He is expected to join his post in Ottawa by mid-March Special Correspondent



In-house experts The court ordered that the search engines “shall ap-



Countries have a pact to jointly produce new design



Sasikala’s elevation illegal: MPs tell Election Commission



Swarup new envoy to Canada NEW DELHI



venting illegal sex determination ads from appearing online. This step is in addition to the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare’s move to set up a nodal agency to receive complaints on violation of Section 22 of the 1994 Act.



point their ‘In-House Expert Body’ which shall take steps to see that if any words or any key words that can be shown on the Internet which has the potentiality to go counter to Section 22 of the 1994 Act, should be deleted forthwith.” The court observed that the in-house expert body “shall on its own understanding” delete anything that violates the letter and spirit of language of Section 22 of the 1994 Act. In case of doubt, they are free to approach the Ministry’s nodal agency and be guided by the latter. “The whole problem is that they [search engines] do not have respect for the law of the country,” Justice Misra orally remarked. However, the companies countered the accusation, saying they had always complied with the local laws.



Take lead in jet project: Russia



Last year, the North American country sent the ministers of infrastructure and immigration to India to bolster ties. However, it is yet to support New Delhi’s candidature for permanent membership in the U.N. Security Council.A visible face of the government, Mr. Swarup dealt with several high tension matters, including India’s campaign to isolate Pakistan following the Pathankot and Uri attacks.



The MPs said Ms. Sasikala was expelled from the party in December 2011 and brought back in March 2012. Therefore, she had not been a primary member for five



continuous years. The leaders said as her appointment was not lawful, the decisions taken by her were also not maintainable.



‘Ragi- based food’ Sources said Ms Sasikala was provided “ragi-based food” for dinner on Wednesday. On Thursday, she



had puliyodharai (tamarind rice) for breakfast.



‘Seen strolling’ “Later in the day, she was spotted wearing a white sari while taking a stroll on the prison grounds,” said a source from the prison department. On Wednesday evening around 6.30 p.m., Ms. Sasikala and her co-accused J. Elavarasi were taken into the women’s cell by jail officials. A few minutes later, another coaccused, V.N. Sudhakaran was taken into the prison premises. Pugazhendi, AIADMK, Karnataka State Secretary said that before she entered the prison grounds on Wednesday evening, Ms. Sasikala told her cadres not to worry. “She assured me that victory would be on our side,” he said.



Karnataka asks T.N. to ‘reimburse’ ₹10 crore Special Correspondent BENGALURU



The Karnataka government is seeking a reimbursement of nearly ₹10 crore from the Tamil Nadu government for handling the disproportionate assets case related to AIADMK leader Sasikala Natarajan in the Special Court, the Karnataka High Court and the Supreme Court.



‘No reply’ Karnataka had written to the Tamil Nadu Chief Secretary in June 2015 claiming the reimbursement of funds spent for conducting the trial of the late Chief Minister Jayalalithaa and three others in the case. But there was no reply from the Tamil Nadu government, Karnataka Law and Parliamentary Affairs Minister T.B. Jayachandra said.



Water conservation may become part of syllabus Desert State’s bid to preserve water PTI Jaipur



Students in the desert State of Rajasthan may soon get lessons in water conservation. Chairperson of Rajasthan River Basin and Water Resources Planning Authority, Sriram Vedire said Rajasthan is the only State in the country to incorporate



geo-tagging and advanced scientific techniques for water conservation works and now aims to include water conservation lessons in the school syllabus.



Geo-tagging After successful implementation of Jal Swavlamban Yojna



Phase-I, the State government has launched Phase-II of its flagship scheme by selecting 4,200 villages by geotagging, drone cameras and way-point scientific technique. Vedire said that JSY model has been lauded by South Africa and Australia and they plan to adopt the model.
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‘Musical messages’ for expectant mothers Maharashtra is using ‘kirtankars’ in fight against malnutrition, maternal mortality Jyoti Shelar Mumbai



Legend has it that Lord Krishna would often entertain his sister Subhadra while she was pregnant with Abhimanyu. Once, he was telling her the secret strategy to penetrate the battle formation called the chakravyuh. As he got to the part that explains how to get past the seventh circle, he noticed that Subhadra had fallen asleep. Krishna then stopped his narration. Abhimanyu, the story goes, heard the story while still in the womb and internalised the secrets. When he grew up, he became a great warrior. But when he attacked the chakravyuh that the Kaurava army formed in the battle of Kurukshetra, he could only get as far as the seventh CM YK



A kirtankar during a performance



circle. He did not know how to get out. Maharashtra is now using this story, and others like it, as part of another great battle — against malnutrition and maternal mortality. And the messengers are ‘kirtankars’, narrators of ‘kirtans’ and ‘abhangs’, traditional songs and ballads based on ancient scriptures. The Abhimanyu story, for



instance, is used to drive home the message that a child’s brain is already developing in the womb and that pregnant mothers should be treated with love and care. Kirtankars use devotional songs to spread awareness about the importance of breast feeding, nutrition for mother and child and other dos and don’ts to curb



malnutrition. The initiative is called MAA, short for Mothers Absolute Affection, and it is being run by the State government’s Rajmata Jijau Mother-Child Health and Nutrition Mission. So far, over 350 ‘kirtankars’ have been trained in day-long workshops in Bhandhara, Akola and Parbhani. “Earlier, ‘kirtankars’ simply narrated these stories,” says Suprabha Agarwal, director of the mission. “But now, they are linking them to the importance of nutrition. In rural areas, ‘kirtankars’ command great respect and whatever they say is taken very seriously.” A petition filed in the Mumbai High Court recently said around 17,000 died of malnutrition in 2015-2016, mostly children under five and women. ND-ND
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Jugaad jurisprudence, the Tamil Nadu way After more than 10 days of high suspense, the Governor finally chose what was always the correct option called the rough and ready measure “Punchhaiti Raj” in an apparent pun on the Chief Justice’s name. In an issue of the Supreme Court Bar Association journal of that time, the late Vinod Bobde, senior advocate of the Supreme Court, cartooned his dissent from the order. In today’s Tamil Nadu situation, where constitutional functionaries have glibly advised the Governor to have a composite floor test, it is necessary to remind ourselves that doubtful precedents must not be resurrected to constitute a recurrent danger to the normal functioning of a parliamentary form of government.



Change of guard But will the AIADMK leadership give Tamil Nadu’s new Chief Minister a free hand?



Assessing inflation risk in the time of spiking prices and damp consumer sentiment



F



or an economy that relies on public investment and private consumption to revive private investment and growth, the last round of official statistics on prices and industrial activity signal testing times ahead. First, industrial output plummeted by 0.4% in December 2016, led by a 2% decline in manufacturing (just five of 22 industries registered positive growth) and a 6.8% decline in consumer goods. Now, wholesale prices have risen at the fastest pace in two and a half years this January, at 5.25%. This is particularly noteworthy since the pace of price rise at the consumer level slowed to 3.2% in the same month. By contrast, consumer prices had risen fractionally faster (3.4%) than wholesale prices (3.39%) in December. This divergence in wholesale prices and the prices consumers pay is unlikely to last long — with the former expected to stay firm for a few months to come, the latter will eventually catch up. The Reserve Bank of India may no longer track wholesale prices for monetary policy purposes, and food prices are not a problem thanks to a normal monsoon, at least for now. But as RBI Governor Urjit Patel pointed out, consumer prices of non-food articles and fuel have been hard to contain since September 2016. Such sticky core inflation is driving the latest wholesale price surge with fuel and power rising a sharp 18.14%, manufactured products growing by almost 4% (thanks not to demand but upward commodity prices) and minerals by 1%. A rise in oil prices beyond $65 a barrel would be a cause for concern, as Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has said in his recent Budget, even if there is a belief that higher shale gas output will check a further spike. This poses a risk to the Centre’s fiscal arithmetic as well as India’s growth hopes. Higher oil price-led inflation will bring back into focus the high excise duties on petroleum products that have boosted the Centre’s tax kitty over the past couple of years. Those duties were raised when prices were low to protect consumers from an upward price shock, the government had argued. Cutting those duties will upset revenue calculations, but leaving them untouched will impose its own costs. The RBI has cited ‘transitory effects of demonetisation on inflation and output’ as the rationale to hold interest rates and shift from an accommodative monetary stance to ‘neutral’. It is unlikely to ease its stance unless it sees executive action against inflation risks. Secondly, consumer sentiment that held up during the November 8 to December 30 demonetisation period has been declining since January, as per CMIE data. If inflation spikes in the coming months, it could further crimp consumer spending, with obvious consequences for the investment cycle and job creation. CM YK



here are few equivalents in the South Indian languages, or in English for that matter, for that amazing colloquial concept of North India called ‘jugaad’. According to Wikipedia, it is a word “which has various meanings depending on the situation”: “Roughly translated, jugaad is a ‘hack’. It could also refer to an innovative fix or a simple workaround, a solution that bends the rules, or a resource that can be used in such a way. It is also often used to signify creativity, to make existing things work, or to create new things with meagre resources.” The current political situation in Tamil Nadu, with an officiating Governor having been seen to be seeking to reinstate a caretaker Chief Minister, with the possibility of a “composite” floor test, has smacked of jugaad jurisprudence being applied to circumvent the clear mandate of the Constitution.



T



Parliamentary principles We have a parliamentary form of democracy, where the supremacy of the legislature is rarely subject to any other constitutional authority, including the courts. The principle of the old English case of Bradlaugh v Gossett, where courts do not interfere with the internal functioning of Parliament, has continued to be followed by Indian courts to this day. The limited inroad that Indian courts have made is in regard to exercising judicial review over disqualification of defecting members by the Speakers. When acting under the Tenth Schedule to the Constitution, the Speaker has been held to be a tribunal whose decisions can be judicially reviewed. That is the only



exception, and courts have otherwise largely stayed away from being embroiled in the political thicket of partisan politics. Parliamentary practice and procedure speak only of motions of confidence, or of no confidence. The House expresses its confidence in the council of ministers led by the Chief Minister or Prime Minister, leading to the continuance of the ministry. Alternatively, it expresses no confidence in them, leading to the ministry’s resignation. The House is not called upon to make a choice between two incumbent Chief Ministers. Two Chief Ministers simultaneously occupying constitutional office is an abomination which the Supreme Court once sanctified, in unusual circumstances, in Jagadambika Pal.



the dismissal of his government unconstitutional on February 23, thereby reinstating the Kalyan Singh government. Mr. Pal appealed to the Supreme Court. On February 24, instead of ruling on the legal issues involved, or deciding which of the two Chief Ministers was the legitimate occupant of the chair, the bench headed by Chief Justice M.M. Punchhi, ordered a composite floor test to be held on February 26. On that day, both Mr. Pal and Mr. Singh sat as Chief Ministers in the U.P. Assembly, while the MLAs had the liberty to vote for either of them. Mr. Singh won the floor test, only to fall on a later day. The order in the Jagdambika Pal case can only trace its power to Article 142 of the Constitution which authorises the Supreme Court to “pass such decree or make such order as is necessary for doing complete justice in any cause or matter pending before it”. Orders passed under this article have no precedential value. Students of law and practitioners of serious constitutional law were unenthusiastic about the constitutional underpinnings of the order. Some wags in the corridor of the Supreme Court



It happened in 1998 In 1998, Jagadambika Pal was sworn in as Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh and lasted for three days in February. The previous State government led by Kalyan Singh was dismissed on February 21, 1998 by Governor Romesh Bhandari. Mr. Singh moved the Allahabad High Court, which termed



Shakespeare’s the guide On the proper interpretation of legal precedents the caution administered in a judicial disagreement between Lord Denning and Lord Russell over the construction of a statute is most instructive. In Sydall v Castings Ltd. while overturning Lord Denning’s judgment in the court of appeal, Russell L.J. quoted a passage from Shakespeare in the The Merchant of Venice. Bassanio: …And I beseech you,/ Wrest once the law to your authority:/ To do a great right, do a little wrong… Portia: retorted: It must not be; there is no power in Venice/Can alter a decree established:/’Twill be recorded for a precedent/And many an error by the same example/Will rush into the state: it cannot be. Then said Russell L.J.: “I am a Portia man.” To my mind, we needed no “Daniel come to judgment” to be a “Portia Man” for Tamil Nadu. A composite floor test of the Jagdambika Pal kind necessarily involves two Chief Ministers being sworn in. It would have been anomalous, to say the least, if the leaders of the two factions had been both sworn in as Chief Ministers, only to resolve an intra-party dispute. The other option of having the caretaker Chief Minister seeking a mo-



Beware the secret ballot The secret ballot that was suggested in recent days as part of the floor test would also violate the anti-defection act. A floor test is not restricted to only members of the ruling party. There is a substantial minority party in the Tamil Nadu Assembly which can side even with the smaller faction of the ruling party in order to defeat the main faction. In this situation, a man invited to seek a vote of confidence could split his legislature party, without even achieving the necessary two-thirds strength. For a Portia man, the best option in Tamil Nadu has all along been to call the leader of the legislative party, as declared by most legislators of the hitherto ruling party, swear him or her in as Chief Minister and require a vote of confidence to be obtained at the earliest. And clearly, at the end of the day, when jugaad ran out, the Governor really had no other option. Sanjay Hegde is a senior advocate of the Supreme Court



Revenge of America’s deep state It strikes by forcing Michael Flynn’s exit and obstructing a reset of U.S.-Russia ties



Stanly Johny



N



ot many had foreseen such an abrupt end to Michael Flynn’s role in the Donald Trump presidency. Mr. Flynn, who was Mr. Trump’s National Security Adviser for 24 days, the shortest stint for anybody since the post was created over 60 years ago, was seen as a key architect of the new administration’s foreign and security policies. He was one of the first military figures to endorse Mr. Trump and had been closely associated with him through his rise to the White House. Still he was forced to leave amid a growing scandal over his contacts with Sergey Kislyak, the Russian Ambassador in Washington. While the sudden resignation may be surprising, for those who closely watch the events that led to Mr. Flynn’s downfall, it’s not difficult to see an underlying pattern in them, which points to a growing tussle between the Trump team and U.S. intelli-



gence agencies. The U.S. deep state, a web of military (intelligence), political and other interests operating behind the scene to ensure the status quo prevails, may not be as visible to the public as in dictatorships. That’s mainly because its interests have always been taken care of by the political leadership. However Mr. Trump’s attack on the establishment and his seemingly friendly approach towards Russia, the arch enemy of the U.S. in Washington parlance, clearly upset the deep state.



The Russia factor So the tussle between Mr. Trump and intelligence agencies dates back to the billionaire property mogul’s surprising election victory on November 8, 2016. Within a month, the American media carried reports that the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) had concluded that Russia had interfered in the U.S. election to help Mr. Trump become President. The finding was that Russian hackers attacked Democratic campaign servers, stole emails and gave them to WikiLeaks, which released them to the public apparently hurting Hillary Clinton’s chances in the election. Barack Obama, by then a lameduck President, quickly acted on the intelligence reports, imposing



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Cleansing politics The article, “The devil is in the fine print” (Feb.16), raises the core issue — how do we hold political parties accountable to the promises they make in their manifesto on eliminating corruption? The national parties in particular appear to be the same when it comes to probity and transparency in public life. Why do they fight shy of scrutiny under the Right to Information Act? And why are they exempt in some instances from income tax scrutiny? The bottomline is that we need to have educated youth joining politics and try to cleanse the political system. Anusha Singh Rai, New Delhi



The government needs to introduce meaningful reforms such as having a cap of ₹20 crore or 20% of donations from anonymous
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The bumps ahead



Sanjay Hegde
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n action as well as inaction, Governor Ch. Vidyasagar Rao stuck to the constitutional options available to him as he grappled with the rapid twists and turns in the political developments in Tamil Nadu over the last two weeks. There may be some things he could have done differently, but he called the big decisions right. Now, no one disputes that he did the right thing by waiting for the Supreme Court verdict in the disproportionate wealth case against V.K. Sasikala. He also didn’t waste too much time before swearing in Edappadi K. Palaniswami as Chief Minister once he was elected leader of the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam Legislature Party following the judgment. To have allowed Ms. Sasikala to become Chief Minister at a time when the judgment was imminent or to have given outgoing Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam more time to muster support in the State Assembly would have been serious lapses on the Governor’s part. He did well to ignore the curious advice of Attorney General Mukul Rohatgi, who advocated a composite floor test. Leaving aside whether or not this suggestion reflected the desire of the Bharatiya Janata Party leadership at the Centre, which seemed favourably disposed to Mr. Panneerselvam, it would have resulted in splitting the AIADMK down the middle and plunging the State into political instability. There are precedents for a composite floor test, but these were conducted in truly extraordinary circumstances and when specifically mandated by the judiciary. The situation in Tamil Nadu did not warrant such a course. By backing Mr. Palaniswami, the Sasikala camp may have succeeded in preventing further erosion of support among the public for the AIADMK, which seemed in danger of imploding at one time. The new Chief Minister belongs to the dominant Gounder community and enjoys a support base independent of the Sasikala clan. Unlike Mr. Panneerselvam, who was something of a diehard Sasikala loyalist before he switched sides, Mr. Palaniswami is known to keep his own counsel. But given the peculiar situation he finds himself in, he will probably have no choice but to carry along the members of the Sasikala clan. Particularly, he will have to work in close coordination with T.T.V. Dinakaran, Ms. Sasikala’s nephew, who will now run the party in her absence as the recently nominated deputy general secretary. It will be no surprise if Mr. Dinakaran, who was removed from the AIADMK in 2011 by Jayalalithaa for “interfering with government administration”, attempts to influence the affairs of the State government. Mr. Palaniswami will have to deal with such pressures, perhaps even rise above them, in the interests of Tamil Nadu. Many in the AIADMK have been tainted by corruption charges, and the onus is on him to replace those memories in the public mind with more immediate concerns of growth and development. He will have to save the AIADMK from itself.



tion of confidence, solely to be confirmed as a full Chief Minister, would also have been constitutionally improper. He was a constitutional functionary whose resignation had been accepted and continued in office only till a successor was sworn in. There are no second thoughts available in law after a resignation is accepted. In Satish Chandra’s case, which involved the resignation of a Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court, a Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court ruled that a resignation once accepted could not be withdrawn. The only way that the caretaker could be asked to seek the confidence of the Assembly once again would have been to swear him in again. But if he had failed to signal two-thirds strength to split the party and avoid disqualification of MLAs, it would have been an exercise in futility.



fresh sanctions on Russia and expelling 35 Russian diplomats. Clearly, it made any reset in ties difficult for his successor. Another report that came a month later, again leaked by intelligence officials, claimed that Russia had “compromising personal and financial” information about Mr. Trump. There were even allegations in Washington by influential people such as Strobe Talbott, a former Deputy Secretary of State, and Michael Morell, a former acting CIA director, that Mr. Trump is a “Kremlin stooge” and a “Putin recruit”. The leaks did not stop after Mr. Trump assumed office or his nominees took over the Pentagon and intelligence agencies. Mr. Flynn’s fall



is a case in point. To bring him down, intelligence officials have leaked the contents of intercepted communication, something which is seen as one of the most serious felonies among crimes involving leaking classified information. Mr. Flynn talked to the Russian Ambassador multiple times on the phone on December 29, the day Mr. Obama imposed fresh sanctions on Russia and sacked the diplomats. He first denied having spoken of sanctions. So did the White House. But the Ambassador had been wiretapped and the intelligence community had the details of what was discussed. Once the media got hold of these details, the White House had no option but to give up on Mr. Flynn. What connects all these exposés and allegations is the Russia factor. Mr. Trump had sought better cooperation with Moscow in the war against the Islamic State. He had also challenged certain accepted notions among the Washington establishment such as the role and relevance of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). This was unacceptable for the deep state, for which the presidency is temporary and the system permanent. The first major leak by the CIA on the Russian involvement in the cyberat-



tack on Democratic campaign servers was a declaration of war. This doesn’t mean that the leaks are bad. Any attempt to make information public, irrespective of its cause and effect, is welcome. But in this case, information is being used as a weapon in a battle between powerful groups. It’s also to be noted that the establishment doesn’t have a problem with Mr. Trump’s more dangerous (for both the U.S. and the world) and provocative policy measures. The Republican leadership, including Paul Ryan, defended his Muslim ban. His belligerence on West Asia is unlikely to invite significant opposition. The opposition comes only over the red line, and that’s Russia. Mr. Trump could either fight back or make peace. Two days after Mr. Flynn’s resignation, he has signalled both. He attacked the intelligence agencies on Twitter on Wednesday, while the White House indicated that the promised détente with Russia was over. But Mr. Flynn has set in motion a process that is unlikely to be controlled by a seemingly incompetent administration like Mr. Trump’s. With chaos engulfing his government, Mr. Trump will be forced to conform. [email protected]
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sources. Electoral bonds should be done away with as I feel that they will be used as a ruse to increase secrecy in funding rather than bringing about transparency. The government needs to shed its double standards on cleansing the system. Chandrasekhar Khot, Chikkalagundi, Karnataka



Ms. Sasikala can perhaps draw some satisfaction from successfully installing a man of her choice which will ensure her de facto control over governance even from her prison cell. She has quite clearly retained control over the party. The Governor has performed his constitutional obligations with dignity and grace.



ISRO has boosted India’s reputation even higher. We can confidently say that we are now in the same league as the developed countries. This achievement is also a tribute to the efforts made by A.P.J. Abdul Kalam. We must now take steps to ensure that young talent in our schools and colleges is encouraged to take up the pursuit of space science. Our scientists deserve high praise for their fantastic achievement.



Parting shot



S.K. Choudhury,



AIADMK interim general secretary V.K. Sasikala’s parting shot in re-inducting her nephews and appointing them as key leaders in her faction of the AIADMK has further lowered her esteem in the public eye. Her audacious move to bring family and friends into the party fold moments before she left for jail has raised many eyebrows. It could hasten the disintegration of the party.



Bengaluru



N.J. Ravi Chander,



Anugita Chaudhary,



Ramesh,



Bengaluru



Dehradun



Chennai



ISRO’s quantum leap It is indeed a very proud moment for India that its premier satellite launching agency has created a world record (Editorial — “ISRO sets the bar high”, Feb.16). It is wonderful that some of the most developed economies have entrusted us with launching their satellites. ISRO has contributed greatly to making India a shining star.



Dhiraj Kapoor, Rohtak, Haryana



It was quite startling to see the front page yesterday. Instead of having the ISRO launch as the lead story, why was so much space devoted to covering an unsavoury episode of politics? Why does The Hindu have to give up its integrity?



The event is all the more incredible as we know that ISRO has a very limited budget to work with. Now that we have arrived at the high table in the elite space club, we should raise the bar further. The government should increase budgetary allocation towards space research. Bal Govind, Noida



It is evident that ISRO has successfully established itself as a global player in the space transportation



sector (“ISRO’s workhouse lives up to its billing”, Feb.16). It has also strictly followed the motto, “Space technology in the service of humankind”. The government’s budgetary allocation to this sector is rather disappointing, resulting in ISRO spending profits from its commercial arm Antrix on the building of equipment rather than on enhancing and enriching research and development. Vamsi Masireddy, Hyderabad



more letters online: www.hindu.com/letters



corrections & clarifications: The text of the Sports page report headlined “India sees off spirited Bangladesh” (Feb. 14, 2017) erroneously said that India notched up its 19th win on the trot. Actually, as correctly mentioned in the graphic, there were 15 wins and 4 draws. It is the policy of The Hindu to correct significant errors as soon as possible. Please specify the edition (place of publication), date and page. The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300 (11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday); Fax: +91-44-28552963; E-mail:[email protected]; Mail: Readers’ Editor, The Hindu, Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860 Anna Salai, Chennai 600 002, India. All communication must carry the full postal address and telephone number. No personal visits. The Terms of Reference for the Readers’ Editor are on www.thehindu.com
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Should elections be state-funded? State funding is a possible solution but it alone will not do away with the black money-electoral politics nexus



yogendra yadav is National President of Swaraj India and a psephologist/academic formerly with Lokniti, Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, New Delhi



I am in favour of state funding of elections. When we think of politLEFT ics and money we tend to focus on how to control black money in politics which in turn finds expression in fixing expenditure limits on candidates and political parties. I think we need to shift our focus to how to infuse white money in politics. And instead of being obsessed with a ceiling on expenditure incurred by candidates and political parties, we should spend our en-



ergy on seeking a floor-level fund for everyone who is a serious contender in the electoral arena, if we want to ensure a level playing field. Black money dominates politics as there is an acute lack of white money in the field. We all love to lament dirty money in politics, but few of us bother to put a small bit of our legally earned money in politics. Since we have failed to develop healthy traditions of political funding, we need to think of some shortcuts. State funding of elections is part



It is based on the presumption that there would be no private funding. This is antithetical to democracy



MANISH TEWARI is a lawyer, former Union Minister, and national spokesperson of the Indian National Congress. He is a Distinguished Senior Fellow with the Atlantic Council



State funding of elections is that apparition that cannot fructify refuses to fade RIGHT but away. Indian political parties, unlike western democracies, are not mere platforms to put some people into elective public office but are like standing armies that need continuous nourishment. They provide a calling card to millions who otherwise may not have a worthwhile identity or independent standing in the social and economic milieu — the syndrome of whole-timers, pracharaks and party apparatchiks, respectively. Thus there are two aspects to the financing of the democratic process: the financing of elections



from the panchayat level to Parliament, and the funding of political parties that is not election-specific but is an exercise in perpetuity for reasons enunciated above.



Disclosing sources Candidates for various levels of elections are funded by myriad sources: friends, individuals who believe in the cause or ideology a candidate/ political party espouses, non-governmental organisations, corporates, NRIs, foreign governments and even criminal syndicates seeking patronage and protection. Any substantive initiative aimed at bringing transparency, accountability and cleanliness to the vexed question of political finan-



It is easier to monitor the funding of political parties than seek state funding of elections



S.Y. Quraishi is a Former Election Commissioner, an IAS officer from the Haryana cadre, and the author of ‘An Undocumented Wonder: The Making of the Great Indian Election’



To check corruption in elections, it is necessary to consider public of political CENTRE funding parties — though certainly not of elections. It is important to understand the distinction between state funding of elections and state funding of political parties, and why I am a votary of the latter. It is impossible to keep tabs on money spent in elections. That’s why I have consistently opposed state funding of elections. The issue here is one of black money and not white money. We



cannot monitor how black money is put to use in bribing voters, in paid news, and other forms of transgressions, though we have been able to have some measure of success.



Funding parties post-election To give you an example, for Vidhan Sabha elections, there is a ceiling of ₹28 lakh but we all know how that is breached just as we are aware of how money is spent in contesting these elections. We also know that politics cannot be run without money. So, I suggest that it is easier to monitor the funding of political



of a possible solution, though state funding by itself will not do away with the nexus of black money and electoral politics.



Infusing white money A political party/ candidate which/ who enjoys political support should not be thrown out of the political arena simply because of lack of funds. Any scheme of state funding of elections should be designed in such a way that it infuses a substantial amount of white money into politics in ways that are transparent and flexible. I have a simple proposal: at the end of every election, every candidate



should be reimbursed at the rate of ₹100 for each vote secured by that candidate in the elections. The money may be divided equally between the candidate and her party, to be deposited in a special bank account for this purpose. There could be a minimum qualifying cut-off of, say, 1% of valid votes polled, so as to deter non-serious candidates. There could also be a ceiling on reimbursement, say, twice the maximum permissible expenditure for a candidate in a constituency, so that a candidate and her party do not get more than what they need. The candidates



should be allowed to adjust any permissible item of their election expenses against this amount. A party should be free to use their share on any expense already incurred on elections or any expense on political activity till the next election. Would it cost a bomb? Over a five-year period, across one round of parliamentary and Assembly elections, it would cost around ₹5,000 crore. That is about 0.05% of the Central government’s Budget for five years. What about black money? Yes, it won’t disappear. But the dependence of political leaders and parties on black money will reduce.



Why pay more money to already cash-rich political parties for whom this may mean nothing? Because if the party workers know that the party has access to some legitimate funds, they would be able to make demands on their party. It would increase internal democracy and reduce the clout of moneybags within these big parties. Is it worth it? Well, let us consider the fact that this amount is about half of what businessman Vijay Mallya walked away with. To my mind, something that improves the quality of our democracy is the best value for money and will go a long way in ensuring a clean democracy.



cing needs to address these aspects concurrently. Under the existing legal dispensation, election candidates are obligated only to reveal their spending and keep it theoretically within limits prescribed by the Election Commission, a ceiling routinely violated with impunity by every candidate in every election. They are under no obligation to disclose how much money they have collected and where it has come from. This needs to change. All candidates must reveal the sources of their electoral funding statutorily. In addition to the expense statement, a daily collection statement detailing the identity of the donors with their PAN card, Aadhaar card number, and full financial details



must be filed with the expenditure observer overseeing every election. Insofar as political parties are concerned, the Supreme Court must take suo motu cognisance of the recent Association of Democratic Reforms report that documented that 69% of the income of political parties between 2004-05 and 201415 came from unknown sources. This is happening because of a deliberately inserted exemption: Section 13 (A) subsection (b) of the Income Tax Act, 1961 that exempts political parties from even keeping a record of the source of donations below ₹20,000. Read in conjunction with Section 29 (C) of the Representation of the People Act 1951, it provides the legal architecture and immunity for the opacity mani-



fest in political and electoral financing processes. It is a bit of chicanery if not insidiousness that it was a previous National Democratic Alliance government that in 2003 had raised the limit of anonymous donations from ₹10,000 to ₹20,000, and now the Finance Minister says in his Budget speech that it would be brought down to ₹2,000. This is nothing but a mere eyewash since the law mandates that no records of donations below this threshold need to be maintained. Therefore, any and every political party will now claim that a substantive bulk of their donations has come from donors who have contributed ₹2,000 or less. This exemption needs to be quashed by the Supreme Court because Parliament will never legislate to remove this insidious loophole. Collective vested interests



would ensure its continuity. The identity of every donor to every political party irrespective of the amount donated must be in the public domain so that the Election Commission, Income Tax Department and other electoral oversight initiatives can verify their bona fides. These and a myriad other reforms are the way forward. Conceptually, state funding of elections is based on the presumption that there would be then no private funding. The Election Commission simply does not have the wherewithal to ensure that. Moreover, elections are a democratic participatory process. If as an elector you are passionate about a candidate/ political party, isn’t it logical to put your money where your heart or mouth is? State funding of elections is therefore antithetical to democracy itself.



parties which is a far more realistic goal than seeking state funding of elections. Political parties can be funded post-election based on their actual performance. We could arrive at some calculations based on the performance. We could, for instance, agree that for every vote obtained, ₹100 be given. Since the number of votes polled cannot be fudged, reimbursement based on polled votes would be accurate. As we know, the number of votes polled for each candidate, the actual votes cast, cannot be contested at all. So, if a candidate gets one vote, I will say, you take ₹100 and you will have no cause for com-



plaints as the amount is based on your performance. No serious candidate, regardless of the number of votes cast in his favour, will bear a grudge. In the last general election, 55 crore votes were cast. So, at the rate of ₹100 per vote it comes to around ₹5,500 crore. Is this adequate? I’d say yes. This roughly corresponds to the amount raised by all political parties together in five years. This money can be distributed among the parties based on their poll performance and must be paid by cheque. No extortion. No bribes. No quid pro quo. Also, all private



donations will be totally banned if we follow this system. And the party accounts will be subject to audit by the Comptroller and Auditor General. As for the question, why should the public pay for political parties, one easy answer is if you want honesty and transparency in governance, this is a small price to pay. Hypothetically, a thousand crores of public money is peanuts compared to the end result of ensuring transparency in elections. If that is not acceptable, we should create a national election fund to which corporates and others can be asked to donate. Business houses can make donations to the parties they are beholden to



and the funds will be disbursed according to your performance. Don’t tax the public then and let only corporate houses make their payments to the national election fund. A study, ‘Political Finance Regulations Around the World’, by the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, Stockholm (2012), in 180 countries shows 71 nations have the facility of giving state funds based on votes obtained. This includes 86% countries in Europe, 71% Africa, 63% of the Americas and 58% of Asia. If it works well in so many countries, there is no reason why it cannot be implemented in India.
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Britain’s moral failure



FIFTY YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 17, 1967



T



he text of the non-proliferation treaty is still a secret, but a partial outline of the project has leaked out — after all, there has been some discussion of it recently in the NATO Permanent Council in Paris — and there is reason to believe that this is a more or less authentic version. According to the reports circulating on the Continent, the document represents an attempt “to marry” the two draft treaties which were presented separately in 1966 by the Soviet Union and the United States, but leaving out the phrasing which caused disagreement at the time and bringing in some new points.



GARIMELLA SUBRAMANIAM There could not have been a more baffling decision by the British government than to ditch a scheme to grant asylum to child refugees from Europe. Equally, the move betrays a shocking reluctance to demonstrate moral leadership in the face of the unprecedented challenge triggered by mass migrations from the world’s bloody conflict zones. All the same, the step to discontinue the asylum scheme is consistent with the U.K.’s consistent yet controversial refrain right from the beginning of the refugee crisis. It has been London’s view that providing shelter to those who have already entered the shores of Europe would amount to a perverse incentive to many more millions in West Asia to undertake the risky journey. Such an assumption explains in large part London’s response to the plight of hundreds of children stranded in the so-called Calais ‘Jungle’ camp across the border with France and other refugee camps in Europe. Accordingly, the U.K. has restricted itself to extend financial aid to displaced Syrians, besides reuniting children who have families living in the U.K. Conversely, the rest of the European Union has pursued a range of pro-active and at times controversial policies to stem the flow of migrants into the bloc, even if this has betrayed a lack of a coherent and consistent approach. A case in point is the launch of search and rescue operations in the high seas and the relocation of refugees in the wake of the horrific deaths of hundreds of migrants off the Libyan coast in 2015 and in the Mediterranean Sea last year. London’s 2016 decision to accept some 3,000 unaccompanied children into the country out of an estimated 90,000 stranded in migrant camps signalled a slight relaxation in the government’s rigid position on the refugee crisis. The humane stance was the outcome of a sustained campaign cutting across party lines spearheaded by a Labour peer, Alf Dubs, who was himself rescued from Nazioccupied Czechoslovakia in the late 1930s. Conversely, former Prime Minister David Cameron’s principal concern ahead of the EU referendum last year was to defend the bloc’s so-called Dublin rules that until recently allowed people with asylum claims to be returned to the first state of entry. After all, Britain had exploited these rules to deport 12,000 asylum-seekers over the past 15 years; it was but natural that the U.K. should refuse to cooperate with the EU’s strategy to resettle refugees. On the contrary, their revision was warranted by the need to redress the unfair burden imposed on southern European countries by the surge in the flow of migrants. As London enjoys an opt-out from EU home affairs policies, it is under no obligation to join the bloc’s current quota system to receive refugees. The move to abandon the Dubs scheme is perhaps no surprise after Prime Minister Theresa May spelt out her government’s red lines on immigration, even if that means the U.K. must leave the cherished single market it once championed. CM YK
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U.S.-Soviet compromise



Ditching the Dubs child refugee scheme is shocking but consistent with the U.K.’s refrain of the refugee crisis
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All views as told to Anuradha Raman



A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 17, 1917



A special examination
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CONCEPT-UAL



ACT ONE



Occam’s Razor/ Philosophy



Story of a controversial ordinance



The principle that of many competing explanations, the simplest one is usually the best. Occam’s Razor is not infallible, but the 14th century English friar’s principle of parsimony weighs in the favour of theories that make the fewest assumptions. Simply put, the best explanation is often the simplest. So, if your mobile phone suddenly dies, the chances are greater that a) your battery has run out than b) the phone’s software has been infected with a malevolent virus spread by a hostile foreign intelligence agency. CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
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‘OPS vs. Sasikala’: Dents in democracy A blog post from thREAD. http://bit.ly/OPSVSSasi1



The Enemy Property (Amendment and Validation) Ordinance has been promulgated many times K. Venkataramanan



The recent promulgation of the Enemy Property (Amendment and Validation) Ordinance saw some controversy as it was the fifth time that the law was being introduced through the ordinance route. President Pranab Mukherjee approved it although he had reservations about its repeated re-promulgation. The Bill was passed in the Lok Sabha in March 2016, but the Rajya Sabha sent it to a Select Committee. After the wars against China in 1962 and Pakistan in 1965 and 1971, property belonging to the nationals of these two countries was taken over by the Union government under the Defence of India Acts. Later, the Enemy Property Act, 1968 was passed to vest all such immovable and movable property in a ‘Custodian’. The son of a person whose property in India had been taken over after he emigrated to



Pakistan wanted it to be returned to him on the ground that he (the son and legal heir) was a citizen of India, and the property concerned was no more enemy property after his father’s death. After years of litigation, the Supreme Court ruled in 2005 that the Custodian did not have any title to the property and was only a trustee managing it. This ruling meant that legal heirs of erstwhile owners of enemy property, if they were Indian citizens, could get it back. The Centre promulgated an ordinance in 2010 to get over the implications of the judgment so that valuable property, numbering in thousands and worth thousands of crores of rupees, would continue to be with the Custodian. The ordinance lapsed then, and was issued afresh in January 2016. Since then, it has been issued again repeatedly. Six members of the Select Committee have recor-



ded their dissent in its report. They opposed the declaration of Indian legal heirs of enemies as enemies too, the bar on their inheriting the property, the vesting of the title in the Custodian. Pakistan had sold or disposed of property belonging to Indians nationals and firms in 1971 itself, while in India such property is in the hands of a Custodian. Currently, immovable properties belonging to Pakistani nationals in India number 9,280, and comprise 11,882 acres. The total value is estimated to be ₹1,04,340 crore, with shares in companies valued at ₹2,634 crore. Investments in gold, jewellery, bank accounts, deposits and government securities are also with the Custodian. There are 149 properties belonging to Chinese nationals in India.



or the benefit of the graduates in Law who wish to become Vakils of the Chief Court without practising for three years in the District Courts, the Cochin Chief Court authorities have resolved to hold a special examination every year something like the Madras Apprentices Examination. The fee for the examination is Rs. 10 and the subjects in which the candidates will be examined are (1) Civil Procedure Code and Civil Rules of Practice, (2) Criminal Procedure Code and Criminal Rules of Practice, and (3) Stamp Court Fees and Limitation Regulations. The minimum marks required for a pass is 40 per cent. I don’t know whether this new Examination will attract any candidates; for, as the law stands at present, a District Court Vakil is as good as a Chief Court Vakil except that the latter can also appear in the Chief Court and has to put on his gown whenever he makes his appearance in a Civil Court.
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DATA POINT



Act One, a weekly column to appear every Friday, will explain a law, amendment or bill ND-ND



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



8 NEWS



NOIDA/DELHI



THE HINDU



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2017



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



INTERVIEW | RAHUL GANDHI



‘Congress allied with Samajwadi Party to transform U.P.’ The idea behind the alliance was to create a younger alternative for the State; Akhilesh Yadav has good intentions and he has an open mind, he says us a vision, he promised us Make in India – two crore jobs a year. He’s given us less than a lakh last year. This year, he’s generated no jobs. We have the highest level of unemployment in the last seven years. He has failed on jobs; he has pretty much failed on education. I don’t know where he has been successful.



Amit Baruah Nistula Hebbar



Congress vice-president Rahul Gandhi says that India’s institutions are under attack from the RSS and the BJP and that Prime Minister Narendra Modi himself is not open to ideas or listening to people. Mr. Gandhi thinks the Modi government has failed to deliver jobs, education and healthcare to the people. Excerpts from an exclusive interview:



You have struck an unusual alliance with the Samajwadi Party (SP) for the Uttar Pradesh polls. How is that working? J The idea behind the alliance was to create a younger alternative for U.P. and provide a vision to the State, whereby we could transform the State. There are two elements to it, one on the policy side, the other element is the personal relationship. On the policy side, it’s going well, there are no major disagreements. The way we have designed it, they [the SP] are suggesting a few things, we are suggesting a few things and we have a broad framework within which we are going to operate. On the personal side, it’s great, there is no problem at all. There is a lot of common ground. Akhilesh [Yadav] has good intentions and he has an open mind.



tion to the BJP. Generally, poorer people, those belonging to weaker sections, are feeling the pain and they are building up the resistance to the BJP. Of course, elections make a difference. But there is a lot of pain that the BJP is causing to the common man, demonetisation is an example. Complete neglect of agriculture is another example. Beating up Dalits in Gujarat, minorities across the country, are all examples. There is a general sense of fear, youngsters feel it too. The idea is that they [the BJP] don’t brook any opposition, they don’t listen to anybody and that they have all the answers. That’s not the way India runs. India develops its own answers. The political party running India needs to embrace that answer and not impose its own answers.



But you did change tack from going it alone to having this alliance. Why did you change your mind? J We are building our position. We have to construct our space. Closer to the elections we saw this opportunity and pragmatically decided to take up the opportunity. It doesn’t mean that the Samajwadi Party (SP) is not going to strengthen itself or that the Congress is not going to strengthen itself.



But the Prime Minister Modi has been saying that demonetisation has been welcomed by the poor. J How does destroying the economies of poor people bring the BJP closer to poor people? How does not giving farmers money to plant seeds or labourers wages for their work, bring the BJP closer to the poor? It’s absurd. There are two or three things that the decision to demonetise currency demonstrates. One is the complete institutional capture by the BJP. So there is practically no institution that can stand up to the Prime Minister. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is an example. You tell them eight hours before the decision that we are going to be taking, probably the biggest economic step ever taken in India. You just inform the RBI that we’ve done it. It reflects a particular leadership style, a world view that the Prime Minister knows everything and that idea is visible in how he deals with his Cabinet. I believe his Cabinet was locked up before the demonetisation decision was taken. The Economic Adviser to the government wasn’t told. The second aspect of demonetisation is that the



Is there a Bihar model that you are looking at in U.P.? J It’s [U.P.] a totally different State. I feel that we have now put together a formidable alliance, and that we are going to win these elections. It’s basically the leading alliance now in the State. How important is this set of Assembly polls for national politics? J I think the BJP is trying to impose a particular ideology on the country. They are trying to do it by capturing national institutions and filling these with people who believe in their ideology. Their policies are resulting in quite a lot of discontent. That is what is building the opposi-



Talaq case may go to Constitution Bench Continued from Page 1 The Bench has scheduled the next hearing for March 30, when the case may be referred to a Constitution Bench. The All India Muslim Personal Law Board had submitted that the Supreme Court had no jurisdiction to strike down any provisions of personal law, but organisations and Muslim women from various walks of life across the country urged the court to strike down triple talaq and polygamy as “un-Islamic.” A three-judge Bench, led by Chief Justice of India J.S. Khehar, was hearing a batch of petitions, including a suo motu PIL petition instituted by the Supreme Court itself, on whether personal law practices like triple talaq (talaq-e-bidat), ‘niqah halala’ and polygamy violate the fundamental rights of Muslim women. The Bench has scheduled the next hearing for March 30, when the case may be referred to a Constitution Bench. This is the first time that aggrieved persons — individual Muslim women — themselves have approached the Supreme Court in person to settle the law on whether religious law is immune from constitutional standards enshrined in the fundamental rights. “There are so many nuances in this issue and nothing can be scuttled,” Chief Justice Khehar CM YK



observed. In this context, the Centre’s question as to “whether personal law is ‘law’ under Article 13” is significant. Article 13, for one, is so inclusive in its ambit that the term ‘law’ in the constitutional provision includes anything from an “ordinance, order, by-law, rule, regulation, notification and even customs and usages” passed or made by the Legislature or any other “competent authority.” The Article mandates that any law in force in India before or after the commencement of the Constitution should not violate the fundamental rights of citizens enshrined in Part III of the Constitution. A judicial declaration from a Constitution Bench under Article 13 that personal laws are liable to comply with the fundamental rights guaranteed under the Constitution would bring religious law, even uncodified practices, under judicial review. If the Supreme Court agrees that personal laws are included in the definition of laws under Article 13, the door will be opened wide for an aggrieved person to challenge in court a particular personal law of a religion as violative of the fundamental rights. In case the challenge succeeds in court, the personal law shall become void. The courts had made discordant notes about the immunity enjoyed by personal laws.



Is this because the Opposition has failed to pin him down? J There is no failure on the part of the Opposition. We are going to win the next election. What I am pointing to is Mr. Modi’s inability to carry anybody with him. To his way of decision-making, his unilateral way of operating, not even taking senior members of his Cabinet along — they don’t feel part of a team. One man can’t run this country.



Prime Minister says he was targeting black money; 94% of black money isn’t in cash, so effectively you are not going after the lion’s share of black money. Finally, the reality of it is that you have bludgeoned the economy, you have destroyed livelihoods and you are in some world where you think this is a great economic step that you have taken.



How is demonetisation playing out politically? J It’s going to hurt the BJP very badly. It’s a devastating step for anybody who is part of the legitimate cash economy. Another very significant thing that demonetisation has done is that it has handed massive power to the Income Tax department and they are running amok. I believe almost a million income tax notices have been given out in U.P. alone. So, even the idea of ease of doing business has been destroyed. You have unleashed the Income Tax department on ordinary citizens. From the Film Institute in Pune to the CBI in Delhi, there is a perceived pattern in appointments. Does Mr. Modi want key people in institutions to be personally loyal to him? J One aspect is personal loyalty, the other is ideological position. It’s basically



In Bihar, stay dry on tour too Continued from Page 1 Last Monday, a Bihar resident who was invited to the Chief Minister’s weekly Lok Samvad (public interaction) programme, asked Nitish Kumar point blank why not a single official had been caught under the new prohibition laws of despite the fact many are known drinkers.



Embarrassing moment Those who were present in the programme told The Hindu that it was an embarrassing moment for top bureaucrats who were present along with the Chief Minister in the programme. “The amended conduct of rules for the government servants and the new judicial officers conduct rule might be the fall-out of that embarrassing moment,” a senior IAS officer said. The amended service conduct rules would be applicable to even those IAS, IPS and other officers who would be on deputation to the Centre or any other state, or even outside the country. “If there will be any complaint, case or evidence against any officer that he consumed liquor during his visit to any other state or outside the county, the amended conduct of rules will be imposed on him,” the official said.



vision cannot come from one man, < > Afrom the mind of Narendra Modi, it has to come from a conversation with India, with all segments of India. the RSS and the BJP trying to capture as many Indian institutions as possible. They did it to the Planning Commission, to the RBI. I don’t think they believe in the idea that India should decide what it wants to do. So these institutions are of no use to them, they are simply hindrances. They just want ‘yes men’ in these institutions so that Narendra Modiji has the space to take a decision as damaging as demonetisation. This is not something a Congress Prime Minister would ever think of doing. Even if he /she imagined doing this, the Congress party’s respect for institutions would ensure that it is practically impossible for him to do it. The right-thinking people in the RBI said that. I believe the last governor refused to go ahead with it. There is no space in the Modi government for the ones who disagree. I think this is an RSS-Narendra Modi-run government. I think this is a government that has already decided what will suit India best. They therefore, feel no need to consult institutions like the Planning Commission or



RBI. These are institutions that house Indian knowledge, years of experience of dealing with our issues. The RBI is not just a building, it’s years of knowledge about our financial systems. The role of the Prime Minister and the government system is to absorb this knowledge, listen to these people, and respect India’s knowledge. To work out a way even through disagreement. This Prime Minister just decides things and asks the RBI to sign off. If you don’t want to sign off on these decisions — leave — we will put someone else in your place, who won’t have that problem.



Do you think there is a momentum in the country to build an Opposition alliance ahead of the 2019 Lok Sabha elections? J Poor people and, by the way, even business people now feel that demonetisation was a mistake. This sentiment is only going to grow until 2019. The Opposition has to build on that sentiment and deliver an alternative idea, deliver a vision for this country. Narendra Modi promised



Do you feel that the Aam Aadmi Party is a big threat to the Congress? That it may occupy the Congress party’s space? J No I don’t think so. The Congress is a different idea than the Aam Aadmi Party. The AAP operates very much like the BJP. One man decides everything and there is no conversation, there is no listening to anybody. That’s not what the Congress is. The Congress is basically a consensus-making structure. It allows conversations to thrive, it brings in large numbers of voices. Some of your critics may say, that’s how the Congress is also run. It is a party that is dominated by one family. J That’s a fundamental misunderstanding of the Congress. These people obviously haven’t sat in on a Congress meeting. The idea that it’s run by one family is not true. Dr. Manmohan Singh was the Prime Minister of the country for 10 years. The Congress is a very democratic institution. I had an AAP gentleman come in this [Wednesday] morning to join the Congress. And, I asked him why he was joining the Congress. He said I have no voice; no one listens to me. The Congress party is a highly democratic system and a lot of conversations take place. This, in fact, is a major part of my learning as well. The design of the Congress party is about listening. That’s what we do at our



meetings – we sit, people talk and we discuss, listen and decide. That’s not the design of the Aam Aadmi Party or the BJP. They tell you what they think. We in Congress listen to what you say and then we try to build a structure. And, you can see the results. If you see the Congress party and the type of policies we come out with, they are generally well thought through.



In these conversations, people in your party must have asked you to take the top position in the Congress formally. Can we expect that to happen soon? J That is for the party to decide. You’ve said that every 10 years the Congress rewrites its policy platform. So what are the contours of your new policy platform? J India needs to solve its job problem. It simply cannot carry on the way Mr. Modi is doing. Mr. Modi, for all his speeches, is failing India with regard to job creation. That is one central idea. I think completely differently from Mr. Modi on jobs. Mr. Modi thinks that job creation can happen top down. I think job creation has to happen by bringing the Indian people together. There is a tremendous amount of skill and knowledge in this country. My belief is that this knowledge hasn’t been allowed to unleash itself. That is what we have to build on. Mr. Modi’s vision of Make in India is a top down vision. He meets the same 10-20 bureaucrats, the same business people and then he expects that jobs will be created. They won’t. If you want to create jobs — revive the leather industry in Kanpur, revive the brass industry in Moradabad. Create a vision for the country, bring people in, give them financial support, give them infrastructure support. How is India going to compete with China? Pretty much everything today is manufactured in China. We need to have a response to that. Mr. Modi hasn’t clearly told us how he wants to take on the challenge. There is a lot of room for cooperation, but we have to have a vision for the next five, ten years. He has failed on that. You also have to think about how you will make



India, Afghanistan take a hard line on Taliban at Moscow conference



education and healthcare affordable. In an urbanised India, you simply cannot operate where large parts of your population don’t have access to healthcare and education. Then there is infrastructure and how this infrastructure fits into the job creation model. I think it can be done. I am pretty certain that by utilising India’s strengths, India’s big businesses, small and medium businesses, India’s agriculture and India’s youngsters; we can develop a vision that will give serious competition to anyone in the world. But we are not really working on it. Mr. Modi comes up with the idea of Make in India, but I haven’t seen anything robust happening on the ground.



The Congress has been reduced to 44 MPs in the Lok Sabha. J I think a number of things happened. We were in power for 10 years, a certain amount of anger was there. It was a very well orchestrated campaign against the Congress by the BJP, RSS and other forces. Oil prices were at an all-time high and people were a bit tired of 10 years of Congress party [rule]. But the reality is that the Congress party is the organisation that can give you a vision. A vision cannot come from one man, from the mind of Narendra Modi, it has to come from a conversation with India, with all segments of India. There has to be a balance in the system, everybody has a role, everybody needs space, but we need a push in this direction. The RSS and BJP are not capable of having that conversation. Have you ever met anybody from the RSS and tried to have a conversation? J I meet the BJP-RSS MPs in Parliament. I have spent quite a lot of time reading about the Upanishads, the Vedas and the different scriptures. Whenever I try to engage the RSS people in Parliament on this, it’s pretty clear they actually don’t understand these scriptures, they don’t read these scriptures. And their response to me is: ‘tumhe nahin maloom’(you don’t know). We know it, there’s no way you can know it. We don’t need to ask anybody what it is, we know already. That’s the model. And that will not take India forward.



ED arrests Naik’s close aide Special Correspondent



Oppose view of Russia, China, Pakistan to involve Taliban in reconciliation efforts Suhasini Haidar New Delhi



India and Afghanistan took a hard line at the six-nation talks in Moscow on Wednesday, opposing the dominant view from Russia, China and Pakistan to involve the Taliban in reconciliation efforts. Briefing the media about the outcome of the talks that were held between senior officials of all the countries, that also included Iran, External Affairs spokesperson Vikas Swarup said that denying “safe havens or sanctuaries to any terrorist group or individual in countries of our region,” was essential to stabilising the situation in Afghanistan. Reconciliation efforts must be driven by the Afghanistan government and



M. Ashraf Haidari



could only be facilitated by “friends and well wishers of Afghanistan,” he said, indicating that the previous round of QCG (Quadrilateral Cooperation Group) hosted by Pakistan was not acceptable.



‘Key challenge’ Without naming Pakistan, Afghanistan’s representative at the talks, M. Ashraf Haidari, who is the Director General of Policy and Strategy in the MFA, said



that it was necessary to “effect a change in the behaviour of certain state actors” in order to end the violence that has reached record levels in the last year. Referring to Pakistan’s stand on “good/bad Taliban” echoed by officials in Moscow, and the talks between China and Taliban officials last year, he said: “The key challenge to the process remains a policy selectivity by some to distinguish between good and bad terrorists, even though terrorism is a common threat that confronts the whole region, where if one of us doesn’t stand firm against it, others’ counter-terrorism efforts will not bear the results we all seek.” Another point of contention that emerged was over



the composition of the talks hosted by Russia. Afghanistan made a strong pitch for the United States to be included as one of its most important partners. It said it was a necessary part of all processes to “end war and usher in sustainable peace in Afghanistan”. With U.S. troop levels down to their lowest of about 8,400 at the end of President Obama’s tenure, Afghanistan’s government has been hoping President Trump will increase assistance to the country. However, in its final statement at the end of the conference, the Russian government said it proposed to extend the conference to Central Asian states, and didn’t mention the United States.



Mumbai



The Enforcement Directorate on Thursday arrested a close associate of controversial Islamic preacher Zakir Naik in connection with money laundering charges being probed by the agency. According to ED officials, the accused, identified as Amir Gazdar, was called to the ED office for questioning on Thursday morning. “Investigations so far have indicated that Gazdar played a significant role in the layering of funds received by Naik’s foundations and companies, as well as laundering money. Gazdar was questioned at length and was ultimately placed under arrest after he was found to be non-cooperative,” said an ED official.



SC makes legal services affordable Special Correspondent New Delhi



The Supreme Court has introduced a self-supporting scheme for providing legal services to the middle and relatively lower income groups, according to the Union Law Ministry. The “Middle Income Group Scheme” is meant to provide legal services to litigants in the



Supreme Court whose gross income does not exceed ₹60,000 per month or ₹7.5 lakh per annum. They can avail themselves of the services for a nominal amount. The members of the governing body, to whom the management of the Society is entrusted as required under Section 2 of the Societies Registration Act, include the Chief Justice of India as pat-



ron-in-chief, the Attorney General as ex-officio vice-president, the Solicitor General as honorary secretary and other senior advocates as its members. As per the guidelines, cases can be filed before it only through Advocates On Record. “A sum of ₹500 shall be payable to the SC MIG Legal Aid Society as service charges,” said the Law Ministry. ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



I am U.P.’s adopted son: PM Says pollsters have predicted huge win for BJP in the first two phases in the State Press Trust of India



Sena-BJP indulged in scams: Scindia MUMBAI



Congress leader Jyotiraditya Scindia on Thursday accused the Shiv Sena and BJP of indulging in corruption in Briahanmumbai Municipal Corporation and neglecting development of the city. Mr. Scindia, who participated in a roadshow for the February 21 BMC polls, in suburban Andheri this evening, said the Sena and BJP ruled BMC for the last 20 years, but did not transform it. - PTI



BJP suffers a setback in Manipur IMPHAL



The BJP in Manipur suffered a setback when party spokesperson Indira Oinam abd her supporters resigned on Wednesday. She is peeved at being denied the party ticket. Though she was a strong contender this time, the ticket was given to a male aspirant.The BJP has fielded only two tribal women politicians. OUR CORRESPONDENT



New uniform in Raj govt. schools JAIPUR



The Rajasthan government will introduce a new set of uniform in government schools from the next session. The uniform will comprise dresses in light brown colour, School Education Minister Vasudev Devnani said. Speaking at a programme in Ajmer, he said the government has decided to conduct the Class V examinations by board to bring seriousness among students.



HARDOI (UP)



Calling himself an “adopted son” of Uttar Pradesh, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said here on Thursday that the future of the State could not be ensured without ridding it of the Samajwadi Party (SP), the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) and the Congress. Mr. Modi, who represents the Varanasi Lok Sabha constituency, invoked Lord Krishna at an election meeting here to suggest a strong connect between Gujarat and U.P. “Lord Krishna was born in U.P. and made Gujarat his karmbhoomi (land of work). I was born in Gujarat and U.P. has adopted me ... Uttar Pradesh is my mai baap. I am not the son who would betray his mai baap. You have adopted me and it is my duty to work for you,” he said in an emotional speech at a poll rally here. “Vote for a full majority to the BJP government. I promise to show you the ways out of all the problems you are facing within five years,” he said, telling the impressive crowd that all pollsters have predicted the BJP would get massive support in the first two phases of polling.



Poverty in plenty Highlighting the problems faced by the State and its national importance, Mr. Modi said poverty would be removed from the country only when it was eradicated from U.P. “This is the land of



Prime Minister Narendra Modi with BJP candidates at an election rally in Barabanki, about 35 km from Lucknow, on Thursday. RAJEEV BHATT the Ganga and the Yamuna, where the land is most fertile, with crores of labourers, but poverty still exists here ... why is this so? There is nothing wrong with the people here or their capabilities, nor a shortage of resources,” he said. “It is the problem of the government’s lack of intention. The SP, the BSP and the Congress have not thought about how the State should be developed ... all those who had been at the helm have only worked to safeguard their vote bank, help them in whichever way possible ... the future of U.P. cannot be changed till it is freed of the SP, the BSP and the Congress,” he said. Continuing his attack on



J&K parties react sharply to Army chief ’s remarks



Akhilesh Yadav’s kaam bolta hai (work speaks) slogan, the Prime Minister spoke about some Central schemes, which he said had not been implemented in Uttar Pradesh by the SP government. “The Centre brought a scheme for providing free power connections to 1.25 lakh poor families but funds are lying here and U.P. has extended it to only 13,000 households ... will it harm Akhilesh if the poor families get it? ... Who is responsible? ... Is this how your work is speaking?. Those who have run their government in this way do not have the right to survive [in power] for even a minute more,” the Prime Minister said. Mr. Modi said only 14%



farmers got the benefit of the Crop Insurance Scheme for farmers in U.P. “because Akhilesh does not feel it is any work ... jinka kaam bolta hai, unka kisan nahi bolta ki bima mila hai [‘the farmers of those whose work speaks do not say they got insurance’],” he said. Noting that the highest number of political killings and gang rapes take place in U.P., Mr. Modi said, “I want to ask the family-led government, are the mothers and sisters here not members of your family?” He said 3,000 people had died when illegal arms called kattas were fired and demanded to know who made them. “Almost 50% of cases registered in the country under the Arms Act are in U.P.,” he rued.



Listing achievements “Over 20% atrocities against Dalits in India take place in U.P. and no one gets punished...Isn’t illegal mining prevalent in Hardoi?...Who patronises illegal miners,” he asked. Mr. Modi said no journalist could write against illegal mining. “If somebody dares, he gets killed. We must fight against this condition created by the Akhilesh government,” he said. Mr. Modi listed several achievements by his government, and said the prices of fertilizers had come down for the first time since the Chaudhary Charan Singh government lowered them.



Star wars in Amethi: Amita versus Garima Prestigious constituency divided between the two Vikas Pathak AMETHI



In an election in which the ruling Samajwadi Party and the Congress have made common cause to take on the BSP and the BJP in Uttar Pradesh, Congress vicepresident Rahul Gandhi’s political turf of Amethi is witnessing a contest between the two allies. Gayatri Prajapati of the SP is pitted against Amita Singh of the Congress, who is backed by husband Sanjay Singh, the influential scion of the erstwhile ruling family here. However, it is the BJP candidate for the seat who has set off a buzz — Garima Singh, Mr. Singh’s former wife, is seen as a tough contender.



Sympathy factor While the Congress counts on the charisma of Mr. Singh, the BJP believes that the “sympathy” of people for his first wife, a relative of former Prime Minister V.P. Singh, will turn the tide in its favour in the NehruGandhi bastion. Conversations with people at a tea stall on the outskirts of the city do suggest a hint of sympathy for Ms. Garima. Whatever the outcome, the electoral face-off between two factions of the erstwhile ruling family has



Garima Singh



Amita Singh



generated much interest in this star constituency. Traditionally, the seat has been a Congress bastion, but the SP succeeded in wresting it the last time. The BJP on its part had won it in 2002, when Amita Singh had contested from the saffron party. Mr. Prajapati, who won the seat through a backward caste consolidation last time, has been controversial as Mining Minister, with the Allahabad High Court ordering a CBI probe into allegations of irregularities in the mining department. Known to be close to SP patriarch Mulayam Singh, Mr. Prajapati has not been in the good books of Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav. Ms. Garima’s son Anant Vikram Singh, who is managing her election office here, exudes confidence that there is a groundswell of sympathy for his mother



that would see her through. Mr. Sanjay Singh’s aide Deepak Singh, however, disagrees. “The seat has been a Congress bastion and a Nehru-Gandhi family stronghold. Raja Saheb has tremendous goodwill here,” he said. The constituency, which lacks basic infrastructure despite its high profile, goes to the polls in the fifth phase of elections in the State on February 27.
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Ticket to ride



Srinagar



Army Chief General Bipin Rawat’s direction to treat crowds hindering anti-militant operations in Kashmir as “overground workers” has invited sharp reactions from political parties and separatists. The National Conference (NC) on Thursday described General Rawat’s remarks as “belligerent” and “merciless.” “The trend is worrying and alarming signs of the sense of alienation and disenchantment in Kashmir. The need of the hour is to understand and acknowledge the deep sense of isolation in Kashmir and deal with it with statesmanship and magnanimity,” said NC leaders Junaid Mattu and



Governor swears in Palaniswami Continued from Page 1 In addition, he retained the powerful Public Works Department and Highways and Minor Ports, which he handled earlier. After assumption of office, he visited the mausoleums of former Chief Ministers, Jayalalithaa, M.G. Ramachandran and C.N. Annadurai. Expressing confidence that he would demonstrate his majority in the House, Mr. Palaniswami told the media that the “Amma” ( Jayalalithaa) government would continue. He then left for the Golden Bay Resorts in Koovathur, where MLAs supporting him have been confined since February 8. The swearing-in ceremony was, among others, attended by T.T.V. Dinakaran, deputy general secretary of the AIADMK and V. Divakaran, brother of the interim general secretary V.K. Sasikala. M. Thambidurai, propaganda secretary of the AIADMK and Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha, told The Hindu that there was “no split” in the party. Apart from the two MLAs [Mr. Panneerselvam and Mr. Pandiarajan] who were expelled from the Assembly, the eight others who went to the other camp “are with us”, he said. CM YK



< >



It reflects arrogance... Kashmir issue is not a law and order problem



Syed Ali shah Geelani Hurriyat leader



Tanvir Sadiq. The NC leaders warned that “aggressive, hot-headed statements would fuel local militancy in Kashmir.” Independent MLA Engineer Rashid asked New Delhi “to see and analyse Kashmir situation beyond General Rawat’s remarks.” “New Delhi has miserably failed to consolidate its constituency in J&K,” said Mr. Rashid. JKLF chief Yasin Malik claimed that the Army chief’s remark “was an open



NEW DELHI



invitation to youths to pick up arms.” Hurriyat faction chairman Syed Ali Shah Geelani termed Mr. Rawat’s remarks “an apparent threat to carry out killing spree of civilians.” “It reflected arrogance and stale thinking,” said Mr. Geelani. “The Kashmir issue is not a law and order problem,” he added.



‘Tyrannical mindset’ Hurriyat leader Mirwaiz Umar Farooq said it was “unfortunate” and reflected a “tyrannical mindset.” Lashkar-e-Taiba local chief Mehmood Shah described the remarks as “India’s defeat, dejection and frustration.” “It is an open threat and acceptance of defeat,” said Shah.



Poll cycle: Irom Sharmila, rights activist and candidate of the People’s Resurgence and Justice Alliance, rides a cycle home from the Deputy Comissioner’s office after filing her nomination against Manipur Chief Minister Ibobi Singh in Thoubal on Thursday. After being on a fast for 16 years to demand the repeal of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, Ms. Sharmila broke it in 2016 and launched the party, which is now contesting in 10 seats. RITU RAJ KONWAR



Elite force withdrawn from Poes Garden Inquiries revealed that the 200-plus security personnel worked in three shifts S. Vijay Kumar Chennai



At least 200 police personnel attached to the Core Cell CID of the State police that guards VVIPs in the State have finally been recalled from Veda Nilayam in Poes Garden, the house of late Chief Minister Jayalalithaa, and her other premises. According to police



sources, the specially trained commandos who form the security protocol of the Chief Minister, Governor and other VVIPs visiting the State stayed on in Poes Garden, Siruthavoor Estate (Kancheepuram district) and Kodanad Estate (Nilgiris district) even after the demise of Jayalalithaa in the first week of December last year. Jayalalithaa was a Z-Plus protectee



with a National Security Guard (NSG) component. Though the NSG guards left Poes Garden after the death of the former Chief Minister, the Core Cell CID, a wing of the Security Branch CID of the State Intelligence, stayed back for more than two months. Inspector-General of Police (Intelligence), S. Davidson Devasirvatham ordered



that all the Core Cell officials report back to the SBCID with immediate effect. Inquiries revealed that the 200-plus security personnel worked on three shifts in Poes Garden, occupied by AIADMK interim general secretary V.K. Sasikala (since jailed) and her family members, though there was no specific instruction to that effect.



Two High Court judges ‘supersede’ seniors Mohan Shantanagoudar, Abdul Nazeer slated to take oath today Krishnaprasad Bengaluru



The State’s legal fraternity has come up against an unexpected development, with two of its judges being elevated to the Supreme Court by “superseding” the two senior-most judges. Justice Mohan M. Shantanagoudar, who is at present the Chief Justice of the Kerala High Court and second senior most among judges from High Court of Karnataka, and Justice S. Abdul Nazeer, who is fourth in seniority, have been appointed judges of the Supreme Court. Both are slated to take oath on Friday. Also, Mr. Nazeer is the first, after 1997, from the High Court of Karnataka to be appointed directly to the



Mohan M. Shantanagoudar and S. Abdul Nazeer



Supreme Court without being first elevated to the post of either a Chief Justice or an acting Chief Justice of a High Court. It was the collegium of the apex court that chose to “supersede” the two senior judges, and this has been accepted by both the Ministry of Law and President of India. Though seniority was not a criterion for elevation to



Be more careful: EC to Parrikar Devesh K. Pandey



Rawat spoke of action against crowds hindering Army ops Peerzada Ashiq



SP versus Congress here Mr. Anant Vikram Singh says the fact that the SP and Congress are contesting against each other here is confusing workers of both parties. “How will they oppose each other here and in the same breath ask for a vote for the alliance in U.P.? Such is the confusion that they came up a poster with photographs of both Amita Singh and Gayatri Prajapati,” he told The Hindu.



the apex court prior to 1990, the majority of elevations made post 1990 from Karnataka were based on seniority of judges, many senior lawyers pointed out, while emphasising that elevations must be based on merit and conduct of the judges. While Mr. Shantanagoudar has overtaken the most senior judge from High Court of Karnataka — Justice



Manjula Chellur, who is presently serving as the Chief Justice of Bombay High Court, Mr. Nazeer has overtaken two of his seniors — Ms. Chellur and H.G. Ramesh, who is presently the second senior most judge in the High Court of Karnataka. Interestingly, all the three — Mr. Shantanagoudar (born on May 5, 1958), Mr. Ramesh (born on January 16, 1957), and Mr. Nazeer (born on January 1, 1958) were appointed judges of the High Court on the same date, September 24, 2004. Ms. Chellur (born on December 5, 1955) is senior to all the three of them by around two years as she was elevated as judge of the High Court of Karnataka way back in August 2000.



The Election Commission (EC) on Thursday asked Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar to be more circumspect and careful while making any statement in future when the Model Code of Conduct is in place. The advisory pertains to allegations that he abetted the offence of bribery during a speech ahead of the Goa polls. “All leaders, especially those who occupy high Constitutional positions, are expected to ensure and promote the sanctity of the electoral process. Public utterances by such persons, which even remotely give the indication of condoning the act of accepting bribe... are not acceptable,” the Commission said.



Centre bars INTUC from key meetings Ministry tells Cong.-affiliated body to settle leadership issue Somesh Jha NEW DELHI



The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government has barred the Congress-affiliated trade union, Indian National Trade Union Congress (INTUC), from participating in any tripartite meetings, be it labour law reforms or routine wage negotiations on both national and international platforms. A Labour Ministry order, approved by Labour and Employment Minister Bandaru Dattatreya, has cited an intra-union legal battle over INTUC’s leadership for its debarment. “This Ministry has decided with the approval of Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Labour and Employment not to give representation to INTUC in meetings convened by Ministry of Labour and Employment and nominations to various tripartite bodies including international for a, till finalisation of the pending court cases among the factions of INTUC,” according to the order dated January 4. The order with subject ‘Dispute between different factions of INTUC – Decision of Ministry of Labour and Employment’ was marked to



G. Sanjeeva Reddy



G. Sanjeeva Reddy (first elected as INTUC president in 1994), former Jharkhand Minister Chandra Shekhar Dubey and INTUC leader K.K. Tiwari – all of who claim to be leading the 70-year old trade union affiliated to the Congress party. Following the Labour Ministry order, INTUC was not invited for a meeting chaired by the Labour and Employment Minister on February 14 with all central trade unions to discuss proposed amendments to the Factories Act, 1948. The trade union can no longer participate in meetings convened by the Labour Ministry and other standing committee meetings related to negotiation of labourers’ working conditions in all sectors, including



wage negotiation. Mr. Reddy, who has moved the Delhi High Court challenging the Labour Ministry order, has alleged that this is a conspiracy to not just divide its members but also a dent an ongoing verification exercise for trade unions’ membership. “We have claimed a membership of 3.33 crore workers – the highest among all other central trade unions – and the verification drive is going on. We feel this order is intended to prevent INTUC, with highest membership, from participating in espousing cause of the workmen in favour of some vested interest,” Mr. Reddy told The Hindu. The Central Labour Commissioner, under the Labour Ministry, conducts verification drive of membership of trade unions to determine their representation in various national and international councils. Last year, faction led by Mr. Dubey had moved the Delhi High Court challenging the nomination of leaders from Mr. Reddy’s group in the wage negotiation panel for coal workers, known as Joint Bipartite Committee for Coal Industry. ND-ND
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ELSEWHERE



Two-state solution remains ‘only way’ for Israel-Palestine peace, insists UN



Florida law professor is Trump’s Labour pick Acosta is his first Hispanic nominee Reuters



Envoy for peace in West Asia urges leaders of both sides to ‘carefully contemplate the future’ Jakarta election: Tight second round expected



Agence France-Presse, Associated Press



JAKARTA



United Nations



A tight and possibly ugly contest is expected in a second round election for Governor of the Indonesian capital that will pit the incumbent, Basuki “Ahok” Tjahaja Purnama, against Anies Rasyid Baswedan, a former Education Minister backed by conservative Muslim clerics. Unofficial counts by research companies show that Mr. Purnama won about 43 percent of votes in Wednesday’s polls. AP



The two-state solution remains “the only way” to meet the aspirations of the Palestinians and Israelis, the UN envoy for the West Asia peace process told the Security Council on Thursday. The council met to discuss the Israeli-Palestinian conflict a day after President Donald Trump stepped back from the U.S. commitment to a two-state solution as part of a final peace deal.



9 women, child killed in Yemen strike SANA’A



Warplanes of the Saudi-led coalition struck a house north of Yemen’s capital where a crowd of mourners was gathered, residents said on Thursday, killing nine women and a child and injuring dozens. The air strike hit the house of a local tribal leader in Ashira, a village north of Sana’a, on Wednesday night, said a resident. In October the alliance was heavily criticised after launching an air strike on a funeral gathering in Sana’a that killed 140 people, according to one UN estimate. REUTERS



Thai police raid Buddhist temple BANGKOK



Thai police left empty handed after a day-long search of a massive Buddhist temple for Phra Dhammachayo, a monk wanted over a multi-milliondollar scam on Thursday. The sweep of the powerful and ultra-rich Wat Dhammakaya temple on Bangkok's outskirts comes after Thailand's junta chief invoked special powers to put its sprawling 1,000-acre compound under military control. AFP



Absence of clear strategy “The two-state solution remains the only way to achieve the legitimate national aspirations of both peoples,” Nickolay Mladenov told the council. “Some may hold the illusion that the conflict can be ‘managed’ indefinitely,” Mr. Mladenov said. “That the absence of a clear strategy to advance



Shift in stance: U.S. President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania Trump welcome Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his wife Sara in Washington on Wednesday. AFP



peace is a strategy in itself.” The envoy urged Israeli and Palestinian leaders to “carefully contemplate the future”, which he warned could be one “built on perpetual conflict, rising extremism and occupation”.



“I’m looking at two-state and one-state, and I like the one that both parties like. I’m very happy with the one that both parties like,” Mr. Trump said. Mr. Trump’s comments have triggered sharp re-



U.S. President Donald Trump on Thursday nominated former National Labor Relations Board member R. Alexander Acosta to serve as U.S. Secretary of Labor, one day after Mr. Trump’s original choice withdrew. Mr. Acosta is dean of the Florida International University College of Law in Miami and is Mr. Trump’s first Hispanic nominee. “He has had a tremendous career,” Mr. Trump told reporters assembled in the East Room of the White House. “I think he’ll be a tremendous Secretary of Labor.” Before returning to the private sector, Mr. Acosta had a decades-long public service career, serving in three presidentially appointed and Senateconfirmed positions. He was appointed to the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) by former Republican President George W. Bush, who also appoin-



Alexander Acosta



ted him to be assistant attorney-general in the Justice Department’s Civil Rights Division. Mr. Trump’s first Labor Secretary pick, Andrew Puzder, the chief executive officer of CKE Restaurants Inc, removed his name from consideration on Wednesday amid concerns that he could not garner enough Senate votes to be confirmed. Mr. Trump also defended Michael Flynn, who resigned as the National Security Adviser earlier this week, saying Mr. Flynn did nothing wrong in holding pre-inauguration talks with the Russian Ambassador.



The majority is not with far-right elements: Avaaz’s Patel The fight by Americans against the travel ban is a testament to how far we have come in our humanity, says the campaign group’s founder Vidya Ram London



When Ricken Patel, the halfIndian, half-Canadian founder of Avaaz, set up the mainly-online campaign group in 2007 with the aim of bridging the gap between the “world we have and the world most people everywhere want”, that world was a different place. Nationalism and populism were, of course, on the horizon, but with nowhere near the firepower them seem to currently wield. Yet Mr. Patel, who heads the now 44million-member strong organisation, is as optimistic as ever. “I feel that Avaaz was



meant to be a movement to stand up to the politics of demonisation and division,” he said in a recent Skype interview from Canada, where he is currently based. Since its inception, Avaaz has tried to strike a balance between online petitions and more active forms of participation, such as raising funding, lobbying and rallying people for marches. Avaaz was particularly active in the recent U.S. presidential campaign, devising an online tool that made it easier for overseas U.S. citizens — thought to be largely Democrat party supporters — to register to vote. New York-



Sirisena initiates tripartite talks on Constitution The President stressed the need to speed up the process Meera Srinivasan



Mahinda Rajapaksa who sits in opposition in Parliament, Mr. Sirisena reportedly stepped in to expedite the Constitution-making process. He has asked the country’s top constitutional lawyers to soon draft a fresh document that includes the interim proposals.



COLOMBO



In a bid to break the apparent impasse on Sri Lanka’s constitutional reform process, President Mathripala Sirisena has begun talks with Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe and Leader of Opposition R. Sampanthan. Chairing the first tripartite discussion on January 30, the President reiterated his commitment to a genuine constitutional process to the leaders, underscoring the need to accelerate its pace, the Colombo-based Daily FT reported. After it rose to power in the January 2015 presidential elections, the Sri Lankan government embarked on a Constitutionmaking exercise, aimed at offering a just political solution to the island’s minority Tamils following a bloody civil war. It appointed a 21-member committee to steer the process. However, with mem-



Mr. Trump announced on Wednesday that the U.S. would not insist on a twostate solution to the conflict, in a break from Washington’s decades-old policy and from the international consensus on the peace process.



sponses from Muslim countries and organisations. Arab League chief Ahmed Abul Gheit said on Thursday resolving the conflict would require a two-state solution. Mr. Gheit affirmed that the conflict “requires a comprehensive and just peace based on a two-state solution with an independent Palestinian state”, a statement said after he met UN chief Antonio Guterres in Cairo. Palestinian Liberation Organisation secretary-general Saeb Erekat said the PLO remained committed to two states and would oppose any system that discriminated against Palestinians. Hassan Nasrallah, Secretary General of Hezbollah, the Lebanese militant group, says the remarks made by Prime Minister Netanyahu and President Trump mark the end of the IsraeliPalestinian peace process.



WASHINGTON



Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena



bers from different political parties differing on key aspects, the steering committee could not meet its initial deadline of presenting an interim report to the Constitutional Assembly comprising 225 legislators. Six sub-committee reports addressing different aspects of the draft Constitution also await discussion in Parliament. Amid growing domestic political pressure, particularly from former President



‘Genuine process’ Observing that Mr. Sirisena and Mr. Wickremesinghe appeared committed to a “genuine constitutional process”, Mr. Sampanthan told The Hindu that the new document should draw upon earlier “home-made proposals” such as the draft Constitution of 2000, from President Chandrika Kumaratunga’s time and the All Party Representative Committee Report of 2009. Even as fears about a country-wide referendum grow, Mr. Sampanthan said a referendum was crucial to ensuring a substantial consensus on the new Constitution.



based Avaaz, and Mr. Patel himself make no secret of the fact that they supported the Hilary campaign, and ran other initiatives such as an SMS programme that gave members a tool by which they could text over 2.5 million millennial voters in key swing States. “Hundreds of thousands of conversations took place, which was important as it was a close election,” he says. Last November, Avaaz even filed a criminal complaint in Florida over U.S. government chief strategist Stephen Bannon’s registration to vote there. So concerned is Avaaz about the po-



Ricken Patel, founder of campaign group Avaaz tential impact of its past and current confrontation with the Trump administration that they’ve begun moving key assets out of the U.S and created entities in Europe as a precautionary measure.



Among its most high profile moves recently was a global letter condemning the travel ban, which has attracted over 5.1 million signatures from across the world. Mr. Patel believes the success of initiatives such as the petition and the global protest movement that was awakened after Mr. Trump’s election is one reason why campaign groups are as relevant as ever. “The media looks at trends and we look at gaps. Yes, there is a rising trend of nationalism but the field I see is the overwhelming majority of people in the vast majority of places are not lining up with those far-



Right elements,” he says. “Look at how hard the Americans are fighting for people who don’t have an American passport. It’s a testament to how far we have come in our humanity, and our recognition that the other is not so different.” Despite Mr Patel’s India links and a strong start for Avaaz in India in the early days — spurred in particular around a campaign around the 2011 Jan Lokpal legislation — membership in India has flat-lined at just under a million, with Avaaz withdrawing all staff from the country. “The Modi government



has come at us hard as they have with international groups with human rights and environmental groups,” says Mr. Patel. In India, the group has focused mainly on community-led petitions (it has two types: those triggered by Avaaz’s own staff and those from its online community) including a recent one against V.K. Sasikala becoming the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. The group’s next focal point will be the forthcoming European general elections in France, the Netherlands and Germany, where Avaaz is focusing on the politics of hate and fake news.



IS car bomb attack in Baghdad kills 51 Reuters BAGHDAD



A car packed with explosives blew up on Thursday in southern Baghdad, killing at least 51 people and wounding 55, security and medical sources said, in the deadliest such attack in Iraq this year. Islamic State (IS), which is on the defensive after losing control of eastern Mosul to a U.S.-backed Iraqi military offensive, claimed responsibility for the bombing in an online statement. Security sources said the vehicle which blew up on Thursday was parked in a crowded street full of garages and used car dealers in Hayy al-Shurta, a Shia district in the southwest of the city. The bombing is the second to hit car markets this week, suggesting that IS has found it easier to leave vehicles laden with explosives in places where hundreds of other vehicles are parked.



The hunted heir who met death in exile Never fully accepted by his family in North Korea and haunted by fears of assassins, Kim Jong-nam lived much of his life wandering abroad Choe Sang Hun Richard C. Paddock SEOUL



When North Korea held a state funeral for its leader, Kim Jong Il, in 2011, one son was conspicuously absent. The absence of Kim Jongnam — the eldest son of the family, who was bound by Korean tradition to preside over the funeral — was all the evidence outside analysts needed to see how isolated he had become from the centre of power in North Korea, the world’s most secretive regime. Never fully accepted by his family, sidelined by his powerful stepmother and haunted by fears of assassins, Kim Jong-nam lived much of his life wandering abroad, in Moscow, Geneva, CM YK



Estranged brothers: Kim Jong-un (right) reportedly wanted his half brother Kim Jong-nam killed and an assassination attempt was made in 2012. AP



Beijing, Paris and Macau, the Chinese gambling enclave. On Monday, Kim (45) met his end at Kuala Lumpur International Airport in Malaysia. According to the National Intelligence Service of South Korea, he was poisoned by two women



who appeared to be carrying out an assassination order from Pyongyang. Kim died on his way to the hospital. Two women have been detained in connection with the killing. On Thursday, the Malaysian police said they had detained a second suspect, a



woman with an Indonesian passport. A police official told the Bernama news agency that more arrests were expected. Ever since Kim Jong-un succeeded his father in 2011, “there has been a standing order” to assassinate his half brother, Lee Byung-ho, the director of the South’s National Intelligence Service, said during a closed-door briefing at the National Assembly, according to lawmakers who attended it. Kim Jong-un wanted his half brother killed, Mr. Lee said, and there was an assassination attempt against him in 2012. Kim Jong-nam was reportedly so afraid of assassins that he begged for his life in a letter to his half brother in 2012. NYT ND-ND
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market watch 16-02-2017



CHANGE %



Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 28,301 dddddddddd 0.52 US Dollar ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 66.87 dddddddddd 0.04 Gold dddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,700 dddddddddd 0.25 Brent oil dddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 55.75 ddddddddd -0.18



NIFTY 50 PRICE



CHANGE



ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1455.85. . . . . . . . 12.95 Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . 298.60. . . . . . . . . -1.35 Ambuja Cements . . . . 235.65. . . . . . . . . . . 0.60 Asian Paints . . . . . . . . . . . . 969.90. . . . . . . -11.80 Aurobindo Pharma . 657.15. . . . . . . . 21.15 Axis Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 493.15. . . . . . . . . . . 4.95 Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2783.65. . . . . . . . . -5.95 Bank of Baroda . . . . . . . 166.05. . . . . . . . . . . 2.85 Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . 365.70. . . . . . . . . . . 0.40 BHEL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153.35. . . . . . . . . . . 1.25 Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21825.70. . . . . -270.50 BPCL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 669.40. . . . . . . . . -5.30 Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 584.60. . . . . . . . 10.35 Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 318.30. . . . . . . . . -1.65 Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . 2923.20. . . . . . . . 11.85 Eicher Motors Ltd. . . 25331.30. . . . . . 580.85 GAIL (India) . . . . . . . . . . . . 502.95. . . . . . . . . . . 9.10 Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1027.05. . . . . . . . 20.45 HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 845.00. . . . . . . . 14.70 HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1393.55. . . . . . . . . -5.60 HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1327.90. . . . . . . . . . . 5.70 Hero MotoCorp . . . . . . . 3124.45. . . . . . . . 26.60 Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 187.75. . . . . . . . . . . 3.30 Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . 846.10. . . . . . . . . -3.95 ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 278.80. . . . . . . . . -1.95 Idea Cellular . . . . . . . . . . . 107.85. . . . . . . . . . . 0.55 IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . . 1319.50. . . . . . . . . . . 3.05 Bharti Infratel Ltd. . 319.25. . . . . . . . . -4.50 Infosys. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1012.10. . . . . . . . 30.30 ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 266.65. . . . . . . . . -6.75 Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . 792.50. . . . . . . . . . . 8.20 L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1470.25. . . . . . . . . -9.75 Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1440.95. . . . . . . . . . . 8.05 M&M. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1319.85. . . . . . . . 19.00 Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . 6024.55. . . . . . 161.85 NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170.30. . . . . . . . . . . 1.25 ONGC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 194.10. . . . . . . . . -0.85 PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . 201.15. . . . . . . . . -0.30 Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . 1067.50. . . . . . . . 16.20 State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 270.50. . . . . . . . . . . 1.55 Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . 649.30. . . . . . . . 26.25 Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . 446.00. . . . . . . . . . . 9.55 Tata Motors Dvr. . . . . . 275.80. . . . . . . . . . . 7.50 . 83.15. . . . . . . . . . . 1.45 Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 469.95. . . . . . . . . . . 9.85 TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2447.75. . . . . . . . 34.05 Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . 504.50. . . . . . . . . . . 8.85 UltraTech Cement. . . 3714.25. . . . . . . . 36.10 Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 480.80. . . . . . . . . . . 6.10 YES Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1436.95. . . . . . . . . . . 6.00 Zee Entertainment . 518.50. . . . . . . . . -2.20



EXCHANGE RATES Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4 p.m. on February 16



TT BUY



CURRENCY



TT SELL



US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.87. . . . . . . 67.19 Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 71.13. . . . . . . 71.47 British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 83.55. . . . . . . 83.96 Japanese Yen (100) . . . . . .. . 58.88. . . . . . . 59.17 Chinese Yuan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.75. . . . . . . . . 9.80 Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.81. . . . . . . 67.13 Singapore Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . 47.15. . . . . . . 47.38 Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 51.30. . . . . . . 51.55 Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . . . . . .. . 15.01. . . . . . . 15.10 Source:Indian Bank



BULLION RATES



CHENNAI



February 16 rates in rupees with previous rates in parentheses



Bar Silver (1 kg) . . . . . .. . . . 43,480. . . . (43,110) Retail (1 g) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 46.50. . . . . . (46.10) 24 ct gold (10 g) . . . . .. . . . 29,800. . . . (29,470) 22 ct gold (1 g) . . . . . . .. . . . . . 2,831. . . . . . (2,800)



RBI plans to rejig MDR for cards Special Correspondent MUMBAI



The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) plans to rationalise the merchant discount rate (MDR) for debit cards – the rate which banks charge a merchant when the customer uses a card for a transaction – and said there would be different charges for different kinds of merchants. According to the draft norms on MDR, the merchants have been categorised in four categories, small merchants with turnover outside the ambit of GST (less than ₹20 lakh per annum), government transactions (railways, VISA fees etc), special category of merchants (utilities, hospitals, Army canteen etc), and all other category of merchants with turnover within the ambit of GST. For small and special category of merchants, the MDR has been capped at 0.4% of the transaction value for physical point-ofsale (PoS) machines and 0.3% for digital PoS. For all other categories of merchants, MDR is capped at 0.95% of transaction value for physical PoS and 0.85% for digital PoS. For government transactions, a flat fee of ₹5 has been proposed for transaction value up to ₹1,000.



SEBI-stung NSE to reset co-location code Regulator examining allegations that some brokers had got preferential access from location of servers at the exchange Ashish Rukhaiyar MUMBAI



The National Stock Exchange (NSE) is strengthening its policies and procedures related to co-location facilities even as the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is looking into allegations of some brokerages having got preferential access at the exchange. The NSE plans more safeguards and protocols and has hired an independent consultant to guide it on the implementation of the new procedures, which are expected to be put in place by the end of this month. Co-location refers to the facility where brokerages can house their servers inside the exchange to get better speed for trade execution. Since the broker’s server is placed close to that of the exchange, the latency is reduced. NSE started offering this facility in February 2010 and currently co-location accounts for about 20% of the cash market turnover and 30% of derivatives volume.



Exhaustive review The review that will be exhaustive in nature comes in the midst of regulatory concerns related to the systems and processes at NSE, which are being addressed both, by the NSE board and SEBI’s Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). “NSE will be rewriting entire policies and codes related to co-location,” said a person familiar with the matter, who declined to be identified as the process is yet to be made public. “All protocols will be clearly laid down in black and white, including those relating to escalation of issues. Also, all logs related to co-location would be recorded and maintained for a longer period of time.” Deloitte, which conducted a forensic audit of NSE, had highlighted in its report



Complete overhaul: NSE will be rewriting entire policies and codes related to co-location.



that there were some lapses related to procedures and processes and it could have been that an NSE employee was also involved. It also stated that the technology used by NSE earlier to offer co-location service was prone to manipulation in terms of lags in information dissemination. “Based on the Deloitte report, NSE decided to look at every single aspect of co-location to ensure everything is above board, transparent and nothing is left to unstated practices,” said the person. SEBI received an anonymous complaint against the exchange in January 2015, alleging that certain brokers with co-location servers were getting access to market data before the others who also had such facilities within NSE. The complaint also alleged that employees of NSE were involved in the irregularities. Incidentally, when NSE had started the co-location facility, it used a technology



called TCP/IP in which there was a lag in information being shared between the colocation servers. Starting 2014, NSE moved to multicast technology wherein all the servers received the information at one go. While NSE is going ahead with its plans to implement a new code for co-location, SEBI is also reviewing whether the exchange needs to be issued further directions based on the Deloitte report and its own internal findings.



Independent audit At its latest board meet on February 11, SEBI took note of the matter and said that the NSE board, as advised by the regulator, had done an independent forensic audit and that the concerns were being addressed. As part of its investigations, SEBI had also sent some officials and TAC members to the exchange, which had submitted a huge amount of data to both the regulator and Deloitte.



Dassault, Reliance form JV for Rafale The offset is worth about ₹30,000 cr. Special Correspondent Mumbai



Reliance Aerostructure Limited has incorporated a 51:49 joint venture with Dassault Aviation to capture a major share of the offset business arising from the €7.87 billion deal for Rafale fighter jets. The joint venture, Dassault Reliance Aerospace Limited (DARL), will have Mr.Eric Trappier, Chairman of Dassault Aviation France, as its chairman and Mr.Anil Ambani, chairman of Reliance Group, as its co-chairman. India and France signed a purchase agreement for the supply of 36 Rafale fighter jets for €7.87 billion in September last year. The contract includes a 50% offset obligation or about ₹30,000 crore, the largestever offset contract in India. DRAL will aim to grab a major share of this business, including components and parts.



The facility will come up at Dhirubhai Aerospace Park at Mihan, Nagpur and the construction work on the greenfield facility will start in May 2017, according to a company statement. The joint venture will execute the offset in phases with Phase I resulting in the generation of more than 700 highly-skilled direct jobs and 2,800 indirect jobs. DRAL will support the Centre’s “Make in India” and “Skill India” policies and develop major Indian programmes with high levels of technology transfer to benefit the entire aerospace sector. The proposed strategic partnership between Dassault and Reliance will also focus on promoting research and development projects under the IDDM programme (Indigenously Designed, Developed and Manufactured), an initiative of Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar, according to the statement.



Piloting change: Anil Ambani in the cockpit of a Rafale fighter jet at the Bengaluru aero show. G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR
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China’s Shunwei invests in Indian start-up Truebil Funds to help boost skill development Special Correspondent Bengaluru



Truebil, a marketplace for pre-owned cars, said that it has concluded its follow-on Series A funding round by securing an investment of $3 million from China’s leading venture capital fund Shunwei Capital. Truebil said that it plans to utilise the funds to intensify its operations, invest in skill development and bolster the technological infrastructure of the company. “We will be able to gain invaluable insights which will certainly be a big boost for our overall vision,” said Suraj Kalwani, co-



founder of Truebil, in a statement. Tuck Lye Koh, chief executive and founding partner at Shunwei Capital said, that the Indian start-up landscape has exhibited exceptional growth across industries and this trend is likely to continue as the focus shifts on sustainability and unit economics. “For our debut investment in this vibrant market, we were looking to join hands with a venture that has a robust business model. “Truebil fits the bill perfectly,” Mr. Koh said in the statement.



Tata Motors, Microsoft ink technology pact Indian firm to unveil vehicles equipped with IoT, artificial intelligence in March Special Correspondent Mumbai



Tata Motors and software major Microsoft on Thursday entered into a strategic partnership wherein the Indian automaker will leverage latter’s connected vehicle technologies. These technologies bring



together artificial intelligence (AI), advanced machine learning, and the Internet of Things (IoT) capabilities on the global hyper-scale Azure cloud, to create a safer driving experience, according to a joint statement. Tata Motors will unveil its



first vehicle, incorporating AI, advanced machine learning, and the IoT capabilities, at the 87th Geneva International Motor Show on March 7, 2017, according to a company statement. Microsoft is the biggest cloud infrastructure services vendor after e-commerce gi-



ant Amazon.com Inc. “We are using Microsoft’s connected vehicle technologies on the Azure intelligent cloud to bring the digital lives of our customers into the cars they drive,” Guenter Butschek, CEO & MD, Tata Motors, said in the statement.



‘Low solar tariff viability depends on cost of debt’ Tariffs fell below ₹3 per unit at a recent bid in M.P. Special Correspondent New Delhi



The viability of solar projects at the historically low tariffs of about ₹3 realised recently would critically depend on the cost of longterm debt, and also the continuance of low prices of solar modules, according to a report by the rating agency ICRA. The recently-concluded bid for three 250 MW units in the Rewa plant in Madhya Pradesh saw tariffs falling below ₹3 per unit, sparking some concern in the industry that tariffs were becoming unviably low. “This signifies a major improvement in the cost competitiveness of solar energy against both alternate renewable as well as conventional energy sources,” according to the report. “Viability of such tariff for project developer from



Solar panels atop a building.



its credit perspective will be critically dependent upon the availability of long tenure debt (up to 1820 year post project completion date) at cost competitive rate as well as more importantly, its ability to keep the cost of PV (photovoltaic) modules within the budgeted levels,” Sabyasachi Majumdar, senior vice president and group head at ICRA Ratings said.



Debt service ratio Any deviation in project parameters and cost as-



sumptions could have an adverse impact on project returns and debt service ratios, according to the ICRA report. “On the other hand, however, project developers may have an incremental upside arising out of their ability to improve the PLF level using trackers or by a further downward movement in equipment prices over the execution period,” Girishkumar Kadam, Vice President and Sector Head at ICRA Ratings said. The report noted that such low tariffs in Madhya Pradesh were enabled by a few favourable and unique structures in the project power purchase agreements such as a State government guarantee for the contracted capacity by the utility as well as a compensation for deemed generation in case of non-availability of the grid.



Adani Mining’s Sarguja expansion stalls Environment Ministry panel puts plan on hold over coal mine’s compliance Jacob Koshy New Delhi



An expert body of the Environment Ministry has put on hold a proposal by Adani Mining to expand one of India’s biggest coal mines, in Sarguja, Chhattisgarh, for not complying with existing environmental clearances. The ‘Parsa East and Kanta Basan’ open cast mine, which consists of a coal washery and being developed at a cost of ₹2,369 crore, involves 1,871 hectares of forest and an elephant corridor. It is already mired in litigation. Resident tribal groups and activists have CM YK



Gautam Adani



complained that the operations of the mine, temporarily cleared by the Supreme Court to operate at a capacity of 10 million tonnes per annum (mtpa), have over the years led to heightened dust pollution from the in-



creased vehicular traffic, unchecked burning of coal and contamination of common water sources due to the discharge of mine-waste. The Adani-group company operates the mine on behalf of the Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut Nigam Ltd (RRVNL) which has been allotted the block for 30 years, from where coal will be sourced to run thermal power plants in Rajasthan of around 4000 MW capacity. RRVNL had approached the Expert Appraisal Committee for Thermal and Coal Mining Sector projects, a



Union Environment Ministry body, for permission to expand the coal mine’s capacity from the existing 10 mtpa to 15 mtpa. According to estimates, 452 million tonnes can be extracted from the mine and the project will displace 114 families. “The Committee was not convinced with the compliance status of Environment Clearance conditions,” say the minutes of the environment ministry’s expert panel. “The expansion may cause significant impact on the surrounding environment including socio-economic aspects.” ND-ND
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IN BRIEF TCS board to meet to consider share buy-back NEW DELHI



The board of TCS, the country’s largest IT services firm, will meet next week to consider a share buy-back amid investors voicing concerns over huge cash piles big technology companies are sitting on. The announcement comes within days of Cognizant unveiling its $3.4 billion buy-back plan. Although Tata Consultancy Services did not disclose the size of the buy-back, it said in a BSE filing that the “Board... of Directors will consider a proposal for buy-back of equity shares of the company at its meeting to be held on February 20, 2017.” PTI



DRL gets adverse ruling in U.S. Aloxi patent case NEW DELHI



Dr Reddy’s Laboratories has received an unfavourable ruling in a U.S. court regarding a patent infringement case over anti–nausea injection Aloxi. The company said the court issued its opinion regarding Helsinn Healthcare’s patent infringement claims against Dr. Reddy’s proposed palonosetron product. The court found that the “proposed palonosetron hydrochloride ...infringes on certain claims of U.S. patents.” Helsinn Healthcare SA is a Switzerland-based pharmaceutical company. PTI



‘GDP to expand post demonetisation’ NEW DELHI



Demonetisation of old high value currency and the government’s push towards digital economy will definitely expand India’s GDP, Minister of State for Finance Arjun Ram Meghwal said. Referring to the ongoing debate on impact of note ban on GDP, he said experts were divided on the issue but stressed that “it will definitely increase.” Mr. Meghwal said about 23.2% of the economic activity is “shadow economy” and government’s push to cashless transactions will widen the tax bracket. PTI
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INTERVIEW | BRACKEN DARRELL



‘Logitech’s focus has changed to design’



Chennai to host EEPC annual show special correspondent



The company brought in the former design head of Nokia, who built a design group from ground up



CHENNAI



K. Bharat Kumar Chennai



One of Bracken Darrell’s posts on his LinkedIn page makes you stop and think: “Success – Keep a safe distance.” He explains that success makes you risk-averse, look backward instead of forward. As president and CEO of Logitech, where he took charge in 2012, he has reason to comment on success. From a 7% drop in sales and $64 million in profit in 2013, the Swiss firm reported 9% growth in sales and $175 million in profit in 2016. Mr. Darrell’s emphasis on design helped the firm shift focus from PC accessories to products such as bluetooth– enabled speakers and gear for video collaboration using the cloud. Excerpts from an interview:



Logitech was almost entirely dependent on the PC business, which is declining. How have your priorities changed ? J I had really fallen in love with design and I wanted to create a design company. We essentially took the PC business and dropped the resources by 75% to put into new things. We didn’t stop innovating there, though. The PC [business] was the big old tree, the new categories were the fast-growing plants and then we also invested in new categories that we didn’t tell anybody about – we called these seeds. The ‘plants’ back then were our music products – UE Boom, UE Roll, then there were our gaming products which we really reinvigorated. Then came the equipment to enable cloudbased video–conferencing. Our five focus areas are creativity and productivity which is mice, keyboards; music which is the bluetooth speaker business; the gaming business which was again mice and keyboards but for gamers; then video collaboration which is video-conferencing using the cloud and finally, smart home which for us is a really interesting universal remote control. Which ones are growing faster than the PCdependent business? J In everything other than



the PC business, we could see that the markets were growing. For example, people don’t believe that the gaming business has grown by 15%-20% for 10 years in a row. Our market share is growing because we are really good in design and at engineering. We entered the bluetooth earphone business a year ago; we entered home cameras; we entered simulation for gaming.



Did you proactively change from a products company to a design company?



J Around 2008 or 2009, the iPad was launched. We had grown double-digit for 39 quarters, both top-line and bottom-line up until 2008. But then things started to change. The PC started to flatten out, it really started to go south. We tried various things that didn’t work. So we went through a rough time. And that’s when I came in, in April 2012 and it was wonderful because it’s easy when you’re in trouble. It’s very hard [to change] when you’re successful. Everybody was ready to do something different. The first thing that I did was bring in a head of design (there was none before that). I brought in the former design head of Nokia on contract in the beginning because I wasn’t sure if the company was ready to have a



head of design who was completely into products but then it worked well.



What was the influence of your own experience with consumer products? J I had had my own design team for the 8-10 years before I came into Logitech. So, when I brought him in…he came because he was excited about it too. So he decided to build our design group. So we had people from Ikea, Microsoft, Nike etc. We now have about 60 people in the design team in 4-5 offices around the world covering all kinds of different designs not just product design. How do you spot new areas to get into? J The first things were video collaboration and music (bluetooth speakers) and



It’s easy to change when you’re in trouble. < > It’s very hard when you’re successful. Everybody [in Logitech] was ready to do something different. when we got in to those categories, we followed the markets. We tried several different bluetooth speakers and we didn’t do very well. One of the reasons we underperformed was because we were trying to be a generalist in a specialist category. If you’re a music brand, people come in because they want to buy a music product and if they want the best, they were buying Bose, JBL… all music brands. So, we had a brand that nobody knew about, called Ultimate Ears which had zero brand equity. We had great technology in music because we had been work-



ing on speakers for PCs and earphones for stage performers for 10 or 15 years. We launched the Ultimate Ears brand and this time, instead of taking a product and trying to prove it, we started with the consumer. We said, ‘how are people going to use this category?’ – what we had done in the past was to put the speaker on the wall and just make it look beautiful. But this time, we said ‘what people want is to put it on the table, in the middle and to get similar sound from every angle.’ So we created a speaker that looked almost cylindrical. We were the first to do that.



We designed this product around the user instead of just creating a new product. We have grown to No. 1 position in Switzerland, Australia, New Zealand and the U.S., ... it was all about the design.



Will you manufacture devices in India? J Our Harmony (remote) control business is supported completely out of here. Our most sophisticated engineering is done here. We are also going to move jobs from contract in to full-time here. This is the point for cloudbased engineering for us. Today, we do almost all of our manufacturing in China. We don’t have plans to manufacture in India but I would never say ‘never’.



The Ministry of Commerce and Industry-sponsored EEPC India, a premier trade and investment promotion organisation which caters to the Indian engineering sector, will, this time around, host its annual International Sourcing Show in Chennai. The three-day show will be held at the Chennai Trade Centre here, and will commence on March 16. Russia will be the partner country for this year’s event. More than 100 companies from Russia are expected to participate in the upcoming show. Sources in EEPC expected more than 600 companies from 60 countries to take part in the mega event. The International Sourcing Show is primary intended to encourage building global partnerships with India. The show is recognised as the only sourcing event in India, showcasing the latest technologies and a preferred meeting place for global buyers and sellers. ‘This show is important to encourage foreign investments in line with the newly-initiated ‘Make in India’ campaign by Government of India,” a top EEPC source said. The annual show had been held in Mumbai for the last five years, and is coming to Chennai for the first time. Quite a number of local firms are also expected to participate in the three-day show. Indian engineering exports witnessed positive growth for the fifth month in a row in December 2016. Exports grew 20.8% totalled $5.7 billion that month. December 2016 also saw a rise in growth of 11.7% over the previous month. In the third quarter of 2016-17, exports grew abut 15.42%.



ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



India-A test for the Aussies



Can Warner explode?



Skipper Pandya hopes the three-day warm-up game will be competitive



In just one session, the southpaw can alter a match Amol Karhadkar



Amol Karhadkar



MUMBAI



MUMBAI



Hackett’s fall from grace takes a new twist SYDNEY



Australian swimming great Grant Hackett posted a photograph of his cut and bruised face on social media on Thursday. The 36-year-old double Olympic gold medallist was released without charge on Wednesday after his family called in police following a reported bout of heavy drinking which led to “uncontrollable rage”. AFP



Zidane praise for Benzema MADRID



Real Madrid boss Zinedine Zidane hailed the impact of Karim Benzema (in pic) after the latter scored the equaliser to lift the side to a comefrom-behind 3-1 victory over Napoli 3-1 in the Champions League on Wednesday. “I am always happy with him,” said Zidane. “He needed that goal which lately he didn’t get, but I am happy not only for the goal but also for how he played generally.” AFP



Steaua Bucharest forced to change name BUCHAREST



Romania’s most successful football side Steaua Bucharest has changed its name to FCSB after a legal dispute with the country’s defence ministry had which founded the club. A Bucharest appeals court ruled last December that the club could no longer use the name ‘Steaua’ — ‘star’ in Romanian — after the ministry announced plans to create a new team that would start out in the fourth division, and would call itself Steaua. AFP



Mayweather to return? LOS ANGELES



An Irish newspaper reported on Tuesday that the camps of retired welterweight champion Floyd Mayweather and MMA superstar Conor McGregor (in pic) had agreed on on a multi-million-dollar deal for a bout here. McGregor even cancelled an appearance in Dublin this week in order to shoot an antibullying video as part of a deal to obtain a boxing licence from the Nevada State Athletic Commission. However, Mayweather continues to insist that he is “happily retired”. AFP



Australia. Warm-up match. Brabourne Stadium. A mere mention is enough to turn the clock back to 1998 when Sachin Tendulkar’s Mumbai destroyed the Australians in the tour game and Mark Taylor’s team could never really recover from the early blow for the rest of the tour. Well, the India-A outfit that will take on the Australians in a three-day game from Friday here may not be as strong as that Mumbai team 19 years ago, but Hardik Pandya — who would be leading a team for the first time in his career and is also the lone member of India’s Test squad — hopes that he and his teammates would achieve a dual objective over the next three days. “This is a great opportunity for everyone in the team to show what they are capable of. This is an opportunity to do something amazing that will send across a good impression to the selectors,” Pandya said after India-A’s training session on Thursday afternoon. “If the visiting team is not able to do well against an A team, it always creates doubts in their mind if they can do well against the main team. Everyone in this team has scored enough runs or taken enough wickets to be part of this team. Australia is an experienced team and I hope this will be a very com-



Getting into the groove: Australian batsmen Matt Renshaw (left) and Glenn Maxwell honing their skills ahead of their match against India-A starting on Friday. AFP



petitive game.” As much as it is an opportunity for the young turks like Ishan Kishan, Rishabh Pant and Mohammed Siraj to knock on the selectors’ door, the game will also present Pandya to enhance his reputation as a longer-version cricketer. Long rope for Pandya



On the back of his impressive outing in the limited-over cricket and for India-A in Australia last year, Pandya has been persisted with in the India squad all through the long season of Test cricket. The Indian management is looking at him as a potential



Mumbai



Representatives of Deloitte, one of the world’s leading professional audit services company and the Board of Control for Cricket in India’s auditor, will meet the Supreme Court-appointed Committee of Administrators (CoA) in New Delhi on Friday. The BCCI engaged Deloitte in late 2015 to suggest administrative structures and also study and report about the working of its full member associations and
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Hoping for onslaught Steve Smith and Co. will hope for a similar onslaught up front in the series. History doesn’t flatter Warner, though. Despite his belligerent performances in the IPL, he had a sub-par



Even though he had a slight dip in 2016, tallying 748 runs at 41.56, the start to 2017 has Australian fans believing that Warner can give India a hard time. The precursor to Warner’s challenge against R. Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja will be on display for the next three days during Australia’s warm-up game against India A. If Warner can handle Shahbaz Nadeem and K. Gowtham, it will augur well for himself and his team. In six weeks’ time, we will know whether The Reverend has lived up to his newfound reputation.



Key player: David Warner shouldering a big responsibility will boost Australia’s prospects in the series. AP



I lead without a title, says Ashwin



‘Judgement of length, on any track, is the key’



S. Dipak Ragav



S. Dinakar Chennai



Bob Simpson has a simple formula for playing spin in India: Play the ball and not the bowler. That is his message to the Australian batsmen on this tour. “The reputation of the bowler does not matter. Whoever the bowler is, you need to judge the length of the ball. You get into better positions,” said Simpson, former Australia captain. “If you do that you are going to give the bowlers, any of them, a lot of problems. Judgment of length, on any track, is the key, really.” Simpson spoke to The Hindu over phone from his home in Sydney. As always, his words oozed cricketing wisdom. The 81-year-old Simpson was an illustrious cricketer — a solid batsman (4,869 runs in 62 Tests), a handy legspinner (71 wickets), and a respected captain. A fantastic catcher in the slips, he later coached Australia to a remarkable ODI World Cup triumph in India



Bob Simpson.



in 1987. The wily Simpson surely comprehends a thing or two about the Indian conditions. “When you travel out of your country it is always tough. The conditions are different. You need the ability to adapt. You also need a lot of common sense,” he said. When asked about the forthcoming upcoming series, Simpson said: “This Australian team has some fearless batsmen. Skipper Steven Smith has been scoring a lot of runs, and there are other young batsmen. I think we have a terrific series on our hands.” There have been several examples of Australian bats-



also examine their accounts, as part of its transformation project. In fact the BCCI had engaged PricewaterhouseCoopers (PWC) and Grant Thornton for the same purpose. The Deloitte reports highlighted mismanagement of affairs at the Hyderabad Cricket Association, Goa Cricket Association, Assam Cricket Association, Jammu & Kashmir Cricket Association and a few more. The BCCI has stopped all official annual subventions to a



handful of associations. It’s understood that the Justice Lodha Committee and CoA are in possession of the Deloitte reports. Apart from the fiscal matters, the CoA will also discuss the way forward to enforce the Justice Lodha Committee recommendations. Apart from Deloitte, others who have been asked to be present in New Delhi are the BCCI’s internal audit firm, Gokhale & Sathe, the BCCI’s CFO Santosh Rangnekar, CEO Rahul Johri.



DRS helped umpires: Richardson DUBAI: The ICC Chief Executive David Richardson has revealed that the Emirates Panel of Umpires’ usage of the Decision Review System (DRS) has enabled them to attain a staggering accuracy rate of 98.5%. “I am very proud of the Emirates Elite Panel of Match Officials and our targets for correct decision making this year currently stands at 94% rising to 98.5% after DRS,”



Sobering down Over the last six months, Pandya has appeared to have mellowed down quite a bit these days. Is that a conscious effort on his part? “In term of my work ethics, I am more focused now. “My eating, sleeping, workout habits have changed. Everything is being monitored and that has helped a lot,” he said. “I am stronger now, I am eating better — more boiled food — now, I sleep around 9.30-10



p.m. I’m reading the game better. The processes are better now. Cricket is something very important to me and this is the right time I focus on it.” The teams (from): Australia: Steve Smith (capt), David Warner, Peter Handscomb, Josh Hazlewood, Usman Khawaja, Nathan Lyon, Mitchell Marsh, Shaun Marsh, Matthew Wade (wk), Glenn Maxwell, Steve O’Keefe, Matthew Renshaw, Ashton Agar, Jackson Bird, Mitchell Starc and Mitchell Swepson. India-A: Hardik Pandya (capt), Akhil Herwadkar, Priyank Panchal, Shreyas Iyer, Ankeet Bawne, Rishabh Pant, Ishan Kishan (wk), Shahbaz Nadeem, K. Gowtham, Navdeep Saini, Ashok Dinda, Mohammed Siraj, Rahul Singh and B. Indrajith.



The transformation However, with the aid of his team-mates and wife, Candice, Warner has transformed himself into a dependable personality, on and off the field. His makeover has been so cosmic that his nickname has changed from “The Bull” to “The Reverend”. In his new avatar, Warner has emerged as one of the most destructive — and, more importantly, reliable — opening batsmen. He tallied



more than 1,000 runs in two successive calendar years, 2014 and 2015.



Play the ball and not the bowler, says Simpson



CoA to examine Deloitte reports Special Correspondent



pace-bowling all-rounder, a void in India’s line-up for more than two decades.



While a majority of the Australia contingent slogged it out in the optional net session at the Braboune Stadium on Thursday morning, David Warner, along with Usman Khawaja, Steve O’Keefe, Josh Hazlewood and Mitchell Starc, preferred to take it easy. Later in the day, the swashbuckling batsman even headed out to a popular toy store. “Very big kid!!!”, he wrote while posting a picture from the toy store on Instagram. He might channel his inner child, but the left-hander realises that if Australia is to pose a stiff challenge to India in the forthcoming four-Test series, he will have to shoulder a very big responsibility. Like Virender Sehwag, he is an opener who can affect a match, or even a series, with one solid session. Australia will hope he continues his exploits from the New Year’s Test against Pakistan, where he raced to a hundred in the opening session of the match.



Test series in India four years ago, scoring 195 runs from eight innings. Soon after the 2013 tour marred by ‘Homework-gate’, Warner was involved in a pub brawl with England’s Joe Root during the Champions Trophy.



Richardson wrote in his article for ICC’s official website. Richardson also said that another round of deliberations will happen during the first half of this year on working out a strategy for the inclusion of cricket in Olympic Games. “We also need to determine cricket’s strategy in respect of participation in the Olympic Games. “Is it something we will continue to explore in the



first half of 2017 and if our Members agree they would like to pursue it, then that’s when the real work for Olympic inclusion begins,” he stated. Richardson also said that the global body’s endeavour remains to protect the integrity of the sport. “Protecting the integrity of the sport, is of fundamental importance to everyone here at the ICC.” PTI



men achieving success in India by adopting different methods. For instance, the imposing Matthew Hayden used the sweep shot to great effect during the 2001 series in India. Simpson said: “There is no set method; you don’t necessarily have to sweep to succeed. Each batsman is different. But, irrespective of the tracks — and there could be some spinner-friendly pitches — the use of feet is very important. The idea is not to get caught at the crease.” “You got to use your feet to go forward or travel right back to shorten the length. You don’t have to do anything silly.” The Australian spoke of his methods too. “I myself used to dance down a lot. But I was lucky that two of my brothers were leg-spinners. I used to practise a lot against them,” he said. Smith & Co. need to be positive without being reckless, said Simpson. “If they do that, we should see some very good cricket in the series.”



I end up playing a crucial part in most matches which India wins Over the past two years, R. Ashwin has spoken about wanting to be the best in the business and his drive for excellence culminated in records (fastest to 250 wickets, record number of seven Man-of-the-Series awards) and honours (ICC Cricketer of the Year). The Hindu caught up with the world’s leading allrounder in Chennai on Thursday. Excerpts: You have been able to constantly get better in terms of skill sets. How have you managed that?



It comes down to the fact that I want to be unplayable and don’t want to dish out the same thing every day. The fear factor does not come in unless you are one up on the opponent. If you don’t do that, you will always come second and that becomes second nature. ■



Can you talk us through about your preparation in the days leading to a Test match?



I have had to address a couple of niggles, so my preparation time has come down because I have had to manage my workload. I have exhausted myself in practice in the past and I have real■



ised I need to practise more judiciously. But it is trying to be as fresh as possible for the game and stay as little in the sun on the day before the match. As always I have tried to add method to madness be it using tickboxes or use notepad to try and see how much time and energy I have exhausted. The last time you had 29 wickets against Australia here. What does it mean to play against Australia, despite the team not being what it was a decade ago?



I have always done well against them even during the last time we played there. I kind of understand the brand of cricket they play. I probably know the ebbs and flows of the game when they are playing against us and having good numbers is an added advantage. ■



You are an intense person by your own admission. How do you not let that intensity overpower you?



Sometimes I miss my family and friends. I get into a bit of loner zone when travelling and it gets stressful. My thinking head is always on and at times I have not been ■



what they love about the game. I play the game because I love the game. There is a massive difference between the two. You are probably one of the few players who is a direct selection across all formats. Are you surprised you are not the vice-captain?



fear factor does < > The not come in unless you are one up on the opponent able sleep. But it is that sort of intensity that has made me who I am. I have a lighter side to me which I have been able to discover and that has helped. When you are here, we often see you posting videos of your training. What is the longest time you have stayed away from the game?



It is very difficult to stay away from the game. I love the game. Ninety per cent of the players play because of ■



Sharath and Sanil move up Samsonov stunned by Sakai; Soumyajit goes down to Walther Rakesh Rao NEW DELHI



It was “easier than expected” for Sharath Kamal as he led the trio that included Harmeet Desai and Sanil Shetty in the men’s singles prequarterfinals soon after the second-seeded veteran Vladimir Samsonov fell at the first hurdle in the ITTF World Tour Indian Open table tennis tournament here on Thursday. On a day when the Indian challenge in doubles ended, Mousumi Paul exposed the frailties in the arsenal of Manika Batra and young Krittwika Sinha Roy blew away five matchpoints against Huajun Jiang before National champion Madhurika Patkar, Amrutha Pushkar and Selena Selvakumar exited. Among the Indian men, 82nd-ranked Soumyajit Ghosh tossed away a 3-2 lead and let the 60th-ranked German Richardo Walther escape to a 11-6, 9-11, 11-5, 8-11, 311, 11-6, 11-6 victory in the last match of the day. The biggest upset of the day was the ouster of Samsonov at the hands of young Japanese Asuka Sakai, the



Defying the odds: Sanil Shetty celebrates his upset win.



winner of the under-21 title the previous evening. In their first ever meeting, Sakai outplayed an off-colour former World No. 1, currently eighth, 11-5, 12-10, 11-9, 11-4. Career best While the Japanese described his victory as the biggest of his career, a dejected Samsonov said, “I just did not get into the match. I made too many mistakes,” and hurriedly left the arena. The brighter aspect of the Indian performance came from Sharath and Desai who proved stronger against their French rivals before the



265th-ranked Shetty upset fellow left-hander Germany’s Patrick Baum 11-7, 11-4, 7-11, 11-8, 7-11, 11-8. In his element Facing a lower-ranked rival in Can Akkuzu, Sharath was at his attacking best in the first three games. He admitted losing his ‘line’ of attack in the fourth game and allowing the youngster to get back into the match. But in the fifth game, Sharath was in his element as he focused on varying the pace of his returns that repeatedly foxed Akkuzu. The Indian won both



I have really crossed that stage, where I think I deserved this or being faced with decisions that is not in my hands. I lead without a title. I end up playing a crucial part in most matches which India wins. If there are some parameters cricket adapts, a lot of things will be different around cricket. But unfortunately cricket is not as professional as it should be. I have got to the stage where I have realised, I am not here to change the whole thing, but if it is possible for me to change things, I will. As of now, I am at peace with myself. To be honest, I am not even sure if I want to be a vice-captain. I do a lot of hard work. So to try and think at what is not coming my way is way too demanding on my mind. ■



points on serve to hold two match-points and then finished with a flourish — a forehand cross court drive that was more for the gallery. The results (first round): Men: Sharath Kamal bt Can Akkuzu (Fra) 11-5, 11-8, 11-4, 8-11, 11-8; Niwa Koki (Jpn) bt A. Amalraj 11-4, 11-5, 15-13, 11-4; Harmeet Desai bt Tristan Flore (Fra) 11-4, 11-6, 11-9, 9-11, 9-11, 7-11, 11-6; Asuka Sakai (Jpn) bt Vladimir Samsonov (Blr) 11-5, 12-10, 11-9, 11-4. Tianji Jiang (Hkg) bt Duda Benedict (Ger) 5-11, 4-11, 6-11, 11-5, 11-5, 11-3, 11-9; Yuto Muramatasu (Jpn) bt Abdel-Kader Salifou (Fra) 12-10, 11-4, 11-7, 11-5; Robert Gardos (Aut) bt Samuel Walker (ENG) 11-5, 11-7, 11-6, 11-6; Ruwen Filus (Ger) bt Quentin Robinot (Fra) 11-3, 12-10,11-6, 11-6; Sanil Shetty bt Patrick Baum (Ger) 11-7, 11-4, 7-11, 11-8, 7-11, 11-8; Ricardo Walther (Ger) bt Soumyajit Ghosh 11-6, 9-11, 11-5, 8-11, 3-11, 11-6, 11-6. Women: Huajun Jiang (Hkg) bt Krittwika Sinha Roy 11-6, 6-11, 11-7, 13-11, 8-11, 8-11, 19-17; Mousumi Paul bt Manika Batra 11-7, 8-11, 11-7, 11-4, 11-8; Sutirtha Mukherjee bt Ankita Das 11-5, 11-8, 11-8, 11-9; Wai Yam Minnie Soo (Hkg) bt Madhurika Patkar 9-11, 11-6, 11-2, 11-4, 11-9; YiJu Wang (Tpe) bt Amrutha Pushpak 11-8, 11-9, 11-6, 11-9; Jieni Shao (Por) bt Selena Selvakumar 11-5, 11-2, 11-8, 11-5.



TV PICKS Australia vs Sri Lanka: 1st T20, STAR Sports 2 & HD 2, 2 p.m. HIL: STAR Sports 2, 3 & HD 2, 3, 7 p.m. La Liga: Sony Six & Sony Six HD, 1 a.m. (Saturday). NBA: Sony Six & Sony Six HD, 5.30 a.m. (Saturday)



Harika, Padmini advance TEHRAN: Fourth seed D. Harika and National champion Padmini Rout sailed into the pre-quarterfinals of the women’s World chess championship, emerging stronger in the twogame tie-breakers here on Thursday. Continuing her impressive run, Padmini upstaged eighth-seeded Chinese Zhao Xue 1.5-0.5 after winning the first of the two 25minute rapid games. After triumphing with black pieces in 65 moves, she drew the next in 76 moves. Earlier, Harika overcame Kazakhstan’s Dinara Saduakassova in 57 moves and returned to gain a much-needed draw in 49 moves. Our Correspondent



ND-ND



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



14 SPORT



NOIDA/DELHI



THE HINDU



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2017



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



Tiwary, Virat steal the show



BRIEFLY



Bengal squad for Vijay Hazare tourney



East’s third straight win almost assures it of the title G. Viswanath Mumbai



Two mighty heaves towards the midwicket by Manoj Tiwary off left-arm spinner Manan Sharma landed close to the barbed fencing as nightfall settled over the Wankhede Stadium on Thursday. The in-form Bengal right-hander once again rose to the occasion and played a captain’s knock to steer East Zone to a resounding eight-wicket win over North Zone in the Syed Mushtaq Ali inter-zonal Twenty20 cricket league here on Thursday. Tiwary (75 not out, 43b, 5x4, 5x6) and Jharkhand’s Virat Singh (74 not out, 48b, 9x4, 2x6) added 149 runs for the unconquered third wicket in 87 balls to quell North’s challenge. It was East’s third straight win and hence it is almost assured of the title with a superior net run-rate (+1.185). East will play West in the penultimate league match on Saturday and Central (NRR of –0.064), which has won two out of three, will play South in the tournament-ender. The net run-rate will come into play only in the event of East losing to West and Central losing to South. West, North and South are out of contention for the title. Put in to bat, North could not make the most of the good starts made by Shikhar



Bouchard pays off blind date bet NEW YORK



Canadian tennis star Eugenie Bouchard paid off her lost Super Bowl bet on Wednesday by joining blind date John Goehrke at a Brooklyn Nets NBA home game against Milwaukee. Goehrke, a 20-year-old University of Missouri student and New England Patriots supporter, won his dream date with Bouchard, who turns 23 on February 25, thanks to the Patriots’ record-setting rally to defeat the Atlanta Falcons in Super Bowl 51 earlier this month. The Montreal-born blonde predicted an Atlanta triumph on Twitter with the Falcons ahead 21-0 and her suitor pitched a date if the Patriots rallied to win. Bouchard agreed, only to then see Tom Brady lead the Patriots to a 34-28 comeback triumph. On Wednesday night, she tweeted a two-person selfie photo with her date saying, “Just met my ‘Super Bowl Twitter Date’ John. On our way to the @BrooklynNets game!”



Knicks is most valuable franchise: Forbes NEW YORK



They may have been buffeted by crises on and off the court, but New York Knicks remains the most valuable franchise in the NBA, Forbes reported on Wednesday. — AFP



RISING TO THE OCCASION: East Zone skipper Manoj Tiwary (75) and Virat Singh (74) added 149 for the unbroken third wicket. PHOTO: PTI Dhawan, Gautam Gambhir and Unmukt Chand, its top three, and also Yuvraj Singh. With Yuvraj striking the ball well and North at 106 for three in the 14th over, the team would have hoped for a total in excess of 180, but legspinner Amit Verma got the prize wicket of the Punjab



left-hander, who scored 38 of 24 balls. Verma then had Parvez Rasoom hit-wicket and thereafter the North innings declined to a modest 159 on a good batting track. Left-arm seamer Pradeep Sangwan struck off the very first ball of the East chase when left-hander Shreevats



South Zone finally gets off the mark ful display came after the South Zone bowlers showed a lot of purpose, skill and efficacy, especially leg-spinner Murugan Ashwin, who tool two important West wickets. The scores: West Zone : Sheldon Jackson c Deshpande b M. Ashwin 23, Parthiv Patel c Vijay Shankar b Shah 10, Aditya Tare c Vishnu Vinod b Vijay Shankar 26, Kedar Jadhav c & b M. Ashwin 9, Deepak Hooda st. Karthik b Shah 32, Rujul Bhatt c Karthik b Milind



G. Viswanath Mumbai



South Zone’s steadfast bowling effort paved the way for its first win in three matches against West Zone in the Syed Mushtaq Ali inter-zonal T20 league tournament on Thursday. Mayank Agarwal (70, 46b, 9x4, 2x6) showed his hitting power in front of the wicket and other clean and crisp cricketing shots. But the opener’s power-



8, Abhishak Nayar lbw b Milind 0, Irfan Pathan b Milind 26, S. Sanandia c M. Ashwin b Vijay Shankar 1, Pravin Tambe (not out) 0; Extras (lb-1,w-4) 5; Total (for nine wkts. in 20 overs): 140. Fall of wickets : 1-25, 2-58, 364, 4-81, 5-112, 6-112, 7-118, 8123, 9-140. South Zone bowling : Sandeep Warrier 4-1-19-0, Chama Milind 4-0-41-3, Rahil Shah 4-034-2, Murugan Ashwin 4-0-24-2, Vijay Shankar 4-0-21-2. South Zone : Vishnu Vinod lbw b Tambe 36, Mayank Agarwal



c Hooda b Sanandia 70, Vijay Shankar retd. hurt 2 , Dinesh Karthik b Chaudhary 17, Ricky Bhui c P. Patel b I. Pathan 0, Hanuma Vihari run out 5, Pavan Deshpande (not out) 9, Murugan Ashwin (not out) 1; Extras (lb-1) 1; Total (for five wkts. in 17.4 overs): 141. Fall of wickets: 1-48, 2-114, 3115, 4-125, 5-136. West Zone bowling : Irfan Pathan 4-0-22-1, Shaurya Sanandia 4-0-32-1, Ishwar Chaudhary 40-27-1, Pravin Tambe 4-0-44-1, Rujul Bhatt 1.4-0-15-0.



Unmukt Chand left out of Hazare squad ment was of the opinion that he was not putting enough value on his wicket even though his style was considered suitable for the shorter format because of his wide range of strokes. Khejroliya, a left-arm seamer, was included as cover for Ashish Nehra, who has consented to play three matches: against Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh. Nehra is part of the attack that is being prepared for the Champions Trophy in England in June. On Khejroliya, Bhaskar said: “He is quick. His pace can be an asset.” Khejroliya, who is not a local talent, had been in the scheme of things from the start of the season but



Special Correspondent NEW DELHI:



Unmukt Chand’s exclusion, and the decision to carry Kulwant Khejroliya as the 16th member of the squad are standout features of the selection of the Delhi team for the Vijay Hazare tournament to be held in Bhubaneswar and Cuttack from February 25. The team was announced on Thursday, with selectors Atul Wassan, Nikhil Chopra and Robin Singh and coach K.P. Bhaskar deciding to make some changes in keeping with the form of the players. Unmukt paid the price for his poor form in the Ranji Trophy where he aggregated 366 runs from 12 innings. The team manage-



was not picked because of domicile issues. The leftarm seamer was scheduled to make his First Class debut for Delhi but could not furnish a local address to be able to meet the qualification norms set by the Delhi and District Cricket Association. The selectors named him in the squad after he furnished the necessary documents to support his local domicile. Khejroliya is from the training programme run by coach Sanjay Bhardwaj at his academy in Bharat Nagar. One of Bhardwaj’s trainees, so strongly supported by Gautam Gambhir last season, was Mohit Ahlawat, who has been named as a stand-by along



with Aditya Kaushik, Tejas Baroka and Subodh Bhati. Baroka, a promising legspinner, lost out to Pulkit Narang, an off-spinner who is better suited to this brand of cricket. Apart from Chand, the selectors showed the door to Subodh Bhati, who has been named a standby, and veteran Sumit Narwal, who played four Ranji Trophy matches this season. The squad: Rishab Pant (captain), Shikhar Dhawan, Gautam Gambhir, Milind Kumar, Dhruv Shorey, Sarthak Ranjan, Himmat Singh, Nitish Rana, Manan Sharma, Pawan Negi, Pulkit Narang, Ashish Nehra, Pradeep Sangwan, Navdeep Saini and Vikas Tokas; Sandbyes: Aditya Kaushik, Tejas Baroka, Mohit Ahlawat and Subodh Bhati.



Special Correspondent



Goswami followed a ball outside the off stump and nicked to wicketkeeper Unmukt Chand. Then, Yuvraj held a catch at square-leg to see the back of Ishank Jaggi and suddenly North felt it was in the game. But an initially circumspect Virat and Tiwary dominated the proceedings thereafter to take their team to a memorable win. The scores: North Zone: Shikhar Dhawan c Goswami b Das 20, Gautam Gambhir c S. Tiwary b Ghosh 20, Unmukt Chand c S. Tiwary b Ojha 20, Yuvraj Singh c Goswami b Verma 38, Milind Kumar c Ghosh b Ojha 4, Parveez Rasoon hit wkt. b Verma 0, Manan Sharma lbw b Ghosh 18, Harbhajan Singh b Ojha 1, Pradeep Sanghwan c Jaggi b Das 21, Mohit Sharma (not out) 3, Umar Nazir (not out) 0, Extras (b-1, w-13): 14, Total (for nine wkts. in 20 overs): 159. Fall of wickets: 1-31, 2-47, 3-85, 4-106, 5-106, 6-114, 7-117, 8-146, 9-158. East Zone bowling: Sayan Ghosh 3-0-27-2, Priram Das 3-032-2, Suryakant Pradhan 3-0-16-0, Manoj Tiwary 1-0-14-0, Writtick Chatterjee 4-0-18-0, Pragyan Ojha 4-0-33-3, Amit Verma 2-0-18-2. East Zone: Shreevats Goswami c Unmukt b Sangwan 0, Virat Singh (not out) 74, Ishank Jaggi c Yuvraj b Nazir 7, Manoj Tiwary (not out) 75, Extras (w-6): 6; Total (for two wkts. in 16.3 overs): 162. Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-13. North Zone bowling: Pradeep Sangwan 3-0-26-1, Umar Nazir 3-031-1, Harbhajan Singh 3-0-27-0, Mohit Sharma 3-0-25-0, Manan Sharma 3-0-37-0, Parvez Rasool 10-11-0, Milind Kumar 0.3-0-5-0.



Mritunjay in semifinals Top-seeded Mritunjay Badola defeated Piyush Surendra Salekar 4-6, 6-2, 6-0 in the boys quarterfinals of the ITF grade-5 junior tennis at Satdobato on Thursday. The results: Boys, quarterfinals: Mritunjay Badola bt Piyush Surendra Salekar 4-6, 6-2, 6-0; Shashank Theertha bt Michal Wozniak (Pol) 6-3, 7-5; Pengyu Li (Chn) bt Atharva Sharma 6-2, 6-1; Aaryan Zaveri bt Kabir Manrai 6-4, 1-6, 6-3. Doubles, semifinals: Aditya Iyer & Piyush w/o Ryo Iizumi (Jpn) & Guanglin Wen (Chn); Gunjan Jadhav & Atharva w/o Pengyu & Guangsen Wen (Chn). Girls, quarterfinals: Vaidehi Chaudhari bt Bhakti Shah 6-4, 6-4; Minggiao Yang (Chn) bt Na Dong (Chn) 6-3, 1-6, 6-2; Yujiao Che (Chn) bt Punnin Kovapitukted (Tha) 7-6(6), 6-3; Shivani Ingle bt Jing Yang (Chn) 7-6(4), 6-3. Doubles, semifinals: Vadehi & Shivani bt Zongyu Li & Yang (Chn) 6-3, 6-2; Yujiao Che & Jingyi Wang (Chn) bt Punnin & Mio Kozaki (Jpn) 6-4, 0-6, 10-7. — Sports Bureau KATHMANDU:



Super Series tennis KOLKATA: The Sunfeast AITA



Super Series (under-14 and under-16 boys and girls) tennis tournament will be held on the clay courts of the Calcutta South Club here from Feb. 20 to 25. More than 200 players are expected to compete.
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KOLKATA



Seasoned batsmen Anustup Majumdar and Debabrata Das along with Sudip Chatterjee, who was out of action due to a finger injury, have made a comeback to the Bengal squad for the Vijay Hazare Group C one-day cricket matches to be held in Chennai from February 25 to March 6. Majumdar, who last donned the Bengal colours in the 2012-13 season before switching to Railways, has now opted to play for his home State. Debabrata, who picked up a hamstring injury during the East Zone T20 league matches, has recovered for the one-day matches. Talented left-handed batsman Sudip, who had missed the T20 league due to the finger injury, is also fit. Bengal will miss the services of Wriddhiman Saha



B



Majumdar last donned the Bengal colours in the 2012-13 season
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as the leading wicketkeeper-batsman will do the National duty in the upcoming Test series against Australia. Preparatory camp According to Bengal coach Sairaj Bahutule, the preparatory camp will start from Saturday. The team will play a practice match against Calcutta Cricket and Football Club on February 21 before moving to Chennai. The squad:



Manoj Tiwari (captain), Shreevats Goswami (wk), Sudip Chatterjee, Abhimanyu Easwaran, Abhishek Raman, Debabrata Das, Anustup Majumdar, Pankaj Shaw, Writtick Chatterjee, Pragyan Ojha, Aamir Gani, Ashok Dinda, Sayan Ghosh, Kanishk Seth, Ishan Porel, Mukesh Kumar. Standbyes: Pramod Chandila, Veer Pratap Singh.



Common Wealth for S. Rangarajan Memorial Trophy BENGALURU: Common Wealth, who has been well prepared, is expected to score in the S. Rangarajan Memorial Trophy (1,600m), the main event of the races to be held here on Friday (Feb. 17). False rails (width about 6m from 1,600m to the winning post) will be in position. LONGCHAMP PLATE (Div. II), (1,200m), rated 15 to 35, 2-15 pm: 1. Mistress Of Spice (9) P. Trevor 60, 2. Island Pearl (2) Praveen Shinde 59.5, 3. As Good As It Gets (5) M. Prabhakaran 59, 4. Grey Hound (3) Rayan Ahmed 59, 5. Konigin (8) Irvan Singh 58.5, 6. Kristine (6) Darshan 58.5, 7. My King (1) Md. Hesnain 58, 8. Regency Girl (7) Jagadeesh 57.5, 9. Arabian Promise (10) Tauseef 57 and 10. Golden Friend (4) P. Ramesh 56.5. 1. MISTRESS OF SPICE, 2. ISLAND PEARL, 3. MY KING



1



2



CLASSIC STORY PLATE (Div. II), (1,400m), rated 15 to 35, 5y-o & over, 2-45: 1. Trojan (8) A. Velu 60, 2. Active Grey (4) Arshad Alam 59.5, 3. Reformer (5) Irvan Singh 59, 4. Mystical Shadow (1) S. Shiva Kumar 58, 5. Cardigan Bay (6) A. Ramu 57.5, 6. Princeazeem (10) Raja Rao 57.5, 7. Emancipation (3) M. Naveen 57, 8. Helios (7) Praveen Shinde 57, 9. Tree Lounge (9) S. John 56.5 and 10. Arziki (2) Adarsh 53.5. 1. TREE LOUNGE, 2. ACTIVE GREY, 3. EMANCIPATION LONGCHAMP PLATE (Div. I), (1,200m), rated 15 to 35, 3-15: 1. Harley Quinn (9) Praveen Shinde 60, 2. Six Degrees (4) P. Trevor 59, 3. Santorini Secret (7) P. Surya 58, 4. Blue Sonic (5) Mallikarjun 56.5, 5. Man Of Law (2) S. Imran 56.5, 6. Noble Emperor (1) Md. Hesnain 56.5, 7. Sidi Bamba (10) K. Mukesh 56.5, 8. Star Line (3) A. Imran Khan 56.5, 9. Kanthaka (6) I. Chisty 55.5 and 10. Bellerophon (8) Jagadeesh 55. 1. SIX DEGREES, 2. STAR LINE, 3. BELLEROPHON KUMARARAJAH M.A.M. MUTHIAH TROPHY (1,400m), rated 30 to 50, 3-45: 1. Sang Royal (7) S. John 60, 2. Lightning Strikes (8) Srinath 59.5, 3. Ark Royal (3) P. Trevor 58.5, 4. Diva (1) Arshad Alam 58.5, 5. Love Is Life (12) A. Ramu 57.5, 6. Prize Finder (6) Adarsh 57.5, 7. Lunar Storm (4) Darshan 56, 8. Inter Flora (10) I. Chisty 55.5, 9. Why Should I (9) Ramesh Kumar 54, 10. Raw Gold (2) K. Mukesh 53.5, 11. Szable (11) Suraj Narredu 53.5 and 12. Kasauli (5) P.P. Dhebe 51.
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Justice Sen rings in changes



1. LIGHTNING STRIKES, 2. SANG ROYAL, 3. ARK ROYAL S. RANGARAJAN MEMORIAL TROPHY (1,600m), rated 60 & above, 4-15: 1. Havelock Prince (1) Srinath 60, 2. Common Wealth (4) S. John 59.5, 3. Gabino (3) Suraj Narredu 56, 4. Zucchero (7) Janardhan P 55, 5. Mystic Music (2) I. Chisty 54.5, 6. Summer Dawn (5) M. Kumar 54, 7. Fire Glow (8) P. Trevor 53.5 and 8. Secret Dimension (6) Arshad Alam 50.5. 1. COMMON WEALTH, 2. FIRE GLOW, 3. HAVELOCK PRINCE AMAZING GREY PLATE (1,200m), rated 30 to 50, 5-y-o & over, 4-45: 1. China One (11) I. Chisty 60, 2. I Smile (10) M. Naveen 60, 3. Atlantis (12) Suraj Narredu 59, 4. Rain Kissed (9) R. Pradeep 58, 5. Youre Ashwashakthi (3) S. Shiva Kumar 58, 6. Rapid Advance (8) Srinath 57, 7. Cherie Amour (4) Arshad Alam 56.5, 8. Zubaida (5) S. John 56.5, 9. Good Fruit (7) P. Ramesh 56, 10. Celestial Strom (6) Jagadeesh 55, 11. New Era (1) Irvan Singh 55 and 12. All Thats Nice (2) K. Mukesh 54.5. 1. CHINA ONE, 2. RAPID ADVANCE, 3. ZUBAIDA CLASSIC STORY PLATE (Div. I), (1,400m), rated 15 to 35, 5-y-o & over, 5-15: 1. Artorius (3) A. Velu 60, 2. Wrekin (1) Praveen Shinde 60, 3. Blazing Faith (7) Rayan Ahmed 59.5, 4. Brunaldo (9) Anjar Alam 58, 5. Cannes (8) Suraj Narredu 57.5, 6. Summer Star (6) A. Ramu 57.5, 7. Internal Affair (4) S. Shiva Kumar 57, 8. Saffron Intense (2) Tauseef 57 and 9. Sudha (5) Adarsh 51.5. 1. CANNES, 2. SUMMER STAR, 3. BLAZING FAITH KATIL PLATE (1,200m), maiden 3-y-o & over, (Terms), 5-45: 1. Angel Power (3) S. John 55, 2. Automatic (7) Anjar Alam 55, 3. Kvasir (11) A. Ramu 55, 4. Limato (8) P.P. Dhebe 55, 5. Nostradamus (9) Srinath 55, 6. Southern Storm (1) Suraj Narredu 55, 7. Lady Majestic (5) M. Prabhakaran 53.5, 8. Mint (2) Jagadeesh 53.5, 9. Music Divine (12) Irvan Singh 53.5, 10. Streak Ahead (6) P. Trevor 53.5, 11. Tanishka (10) Arshad Alam 53.5 and 12. Treasure Quest (4) I. Chisty 53.5. 1. STREAK AHEAD, 2. TREASURE QUEST, 3. SOUTHERN STORM Day’s best: COMMON WEALTH Double: SIX DEGREES – LIGHTNING STRIKES Jkt: 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8; Tr (i): 3, 4 and 5; (ii): 6, 7 and 8.
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Special Correspondent New Delhi



Salil Seth and Siddharth Sahib Singh have been appointed the new signatories for dealing with financial matters of the DDCA. In a communication posted on the website of the DDCA, the new Administrator, Justice (Retd.) Vikramjit Sen, amended the names released on Wednesday. Justice Sen had given the signing authority to Pritam Panwar and Vikrant but amended it within 24 hours. “Till further orders to the contrary, joint signing authority in the bank accounts of the DDCA shall be Mr. Salil Seth and Mr. Siddharth Sahib Singh, who are authorised to sign cheques for and on behalf of the DDCA. All banks stand advised accordingly,” said Justice Sen in his communication. He concluded on a stern note, saying: “It is made clear that no money shall be transferred/disbursed without my written permission, and only after the request/permission is made.”



Bopanna & Berdych lose Third seeds Ivan Dodig and Marcel Granollers beat Rohan Bopanna and Tomas Berdych 6-3, 6-4 in the quarterfinals of the ABNAMRO Open ATP Tour 500 tournament on Thursday. The results: ABN AMRO ATP Tour 500, Rotterdam: Quarterfinals: Ivan Dodig (Cro) & Marcel Granollers (Esp) bt Tomas Berdych (Cze) & Rohan Bopanna 6-3, 6-4. $15,000 Futures, Sharm El Sheikh: Quarterfinals: Jonas Luetjen (Ger) & Nicolaas Scholtz (RSA) bt Chandril Sood & Lakshit Sood 6-2, 7-5. $25,000 ITF women, Perth: Semifinals: Irina Maria Bara (Rou) & Prarthana Thombare bt Jennifer Elle (USA) & Sherazad Reix (Fra) 6-4, 6-4. ROTTERDAM:



Saravia shines NEW DELHI: Miguel Saravia



top-scored with four goals as Jindal Panther defeated Sahara Warriors 9-1/2 goals to 7 in a league match of the Northern India 16-goal polo tournament on Thursday. It was the second win for Jindal Panther after a win over Equisport, and it confirmed a final berth for the team. The winner of the match between Equisport and Sahara Warriors will take the second spot in the final to be played on Sunday in the prestigious three-team competition. The results (league): Jindal Panther 9-1/2 (Miguel Saravia 4, Simran Shergill 2, Abhimanyu Pathak 2, Raghav Rao, handicap 1/2) bt Sahara Warriors 7 (Dhruvpal Godara 4, Mathew Perry 2, Samir Suhag). — Special Correspondent
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of the comics (8)



6



9



8



(set by Gridman)



12 Urges you finally to lead in destruction of nasty strain (8)



10



FAITH



SUDOKU



Serving Siva’s devotees



soft on these targets (8,6)



2 Approaching the well-known, I'm replacing the Orient (8)



13 Locating one in pain (6)



11



3 Vagrant falls over man and 14 Search engine encompasses 12



alien initially tasking in pool activity (7)



13



17



16



16 Prepared bloaters forgetting a large crustacean (7)



18



19 Kind of law on the floor? (6) 20



21



24



monkey with anger — in more than a few words (8)



23 Crazy men by a day, I see, get 25



a memory device (8)



26



24 Unplanned money comes with mantra (6)



25 Regard self having this is good ■ ACROSS



7 Push money in port for mixture of meal and water (8)



8 Is male going after unhappy,



(6)



10 Earmark a ship — I initially go north (6)



11 Describing Viking



6 You may be one giving publicity to short reference work (6)



9 Are these breakaways chips of the old block? (8,6)



15 Pinch celebrity's handle (8) 17 Second question Daren mucked up — result: waste (8)



26 Smell a small measure — almost super returns in such sessions (5-3)



cruel practice? (6)



CM YK



a round of coffee (8)



22



21 Right Reverend’s away from 23



5 After drunken sprees, son has



18 Identify brother beginning to overture — this may not be a real cure (7)



■ DOWN



20 Band member allowed (6) 1 An acupuncture practitioner may not be



22 New missile is not broad (6)



Solution to puzzle 11933 E A S A D I S M P P D R R I B L E E C I S I T I N G S T O B S T E R Q R N G U A G E R A A R A N D OM R E U O Z E U P S S W R



19



— very dear (3-4)



H S I AMMO C K Y M B H O S I G N N O I P E R B U G N H T T I N G L I P L A S A I C A K R E MO N I C L A E T E E M B O T E O



15



4 Son, extremely kinky, excited



Solution to today’s Sudoku P D R E A S S S U R B E P MO I MN T E S



14



boy to mingle (6)



Sivagnana Bodham says that if one worships Lord Siva, the three blemishes, anavam (ego), kanmam (karma) and maya (illusion) are destroyed. And yet, when Saint Sundarar went into the temple at Tiruvarur, the Lord was not pleased because Sundarar had not paid his respects to the Lord’s devotees who were present. The Lord told Sundarar to sing of them before he praised Him. Lord Siva even gave him the opening words. Sundarar listed the names of all the Saivite saints and gave the list the title Tiruthondar Thogai, said M.A. Manickavelu in a discourse. Serving the Lord’s devotees gives Him the greatest pleasure. The story of Ilayankudimara Nayanar shows that those immersed in serving Lord Siva’s devotees are dismissive of their own worries and troubles. Problems that they face seem trivial to them. Ilayankudimara Nayanar was a wealthy man, who was known for serving food to devotees of Lord Siva. And it was no ordinary meal that he served. The food was rich in all the six tastes. Although he was wealthy, his wealth soon depleted because of the expenses he incurred in providing food to devotees. But even in poverty, his desire to serve devout Saivites was in no way diminished. One night, Lord Siva decided to test his commitment and appeared as a hungry devotee. There was nothing at all in Ilayankudimara Nayanar’s house that he could offer to the visitor. But he went out and picked up freshly sown grains that the rains had exposed. His wife cooked the rice, and with the greens her husband brought in, she made many dishes to go with the rice. The Lord revealed Himself in all His glory and blessed the couple, who had gone to such lengths to provide food to His devotees. ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



Bayern thumps hapless Arsenal Alcantara scores twice, while Robben, Lewandowski and Muller chip in; Real rallies to beat Napoli



Exciting final day marks under-19 Test NAGPUR



The Indian colts made a gallant chase before settling for a draw on a dramatic fourth and final day of the first Youth ‘Test’ against England here on Thursday. Needing 238, the host finished at 189 for eight in 49 overs. S. Lokeshwar remained unbeaten on 92 (125b, 14x4) while Daryl Ferrario contributed 37. Earlier, off-spinner Sijomon Joseph’s spell (20-5-62-6) saw England being bundled out for 167 in the second innings.



The scores: England 501 for five



decl. in 131.1 overs & 167 in 53 overs (George Barlett 68, Sijomon Joseph six for 62) drew with India 431 for eight decl. in 122 overs & 189 for eight in 49 overs (Daryl Ferrario 37, S. Lokeshwar 92 n.o., Henry Brookes three for 56).



James’ spark Cavs win WASHINGTON



LeBron James scored 31 points, Kyrie Irving added 26 and Kyle Korver had 22 to spark defending champion Cleveland over the visiting Indiana Pacers 113-104 on Wednesday.



The results: Los Angeles



Clippers 99 bt Atlanta Hawks 84; Golden State Warriors 109 bt Sacramento Kings 86; Oklahoma City Thunder 116 bt New York Knicks 105; Phoenix Suns 137 bt Los Angeles Lakers 101; Minnesota Timberwolves 112 bt Denver Nuggets 99; Utah Jazz 111 bt Portland Trailblazers 88; Miami Heat 117 bt Houston Rockets 109; New Orleans Pelicans 95 bt Memphis Grizzlies 91; Boston Celtics 116 bt Philadelphia76ers 108; Toronto Raptors 90 bt Charlotte Hornets 85; Milwaukee Bucks 129 bt Brooklyn Nets 125; Detroit Pistons 98 bt Dallas Mavericks 91; San Antonio Spurs 107 bt Orlando Magic 79; Cleveland Cavaliers 113 bt Indiana Pacers 104. Agencies
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MUNICH: Bayern Munich crushed Arsenal 5-1 in its Champions League round of 16 first leg on Wednesday, scoring three goals in a dazzling 10-minute spell in the second half to extend its record to 16 consecutive home wins in the competition. Thiago Alcantara struck twice and Arjen Robben, Robert Lewandowski and substitute Thomas Muller were also on target as the Bavarians inflicted Arsenal’s first defeat of the season in Europe’s premier club competition.



Exposed defence Alexis Sanchez had equalised for the visitors, scoring on the rebound after Manuel Neuer saved his 30th-minute penalty but the Gunners suffered when captain Laurent Koscielny limped off injured to leave the defence exposed. Bayern, which knocked out Arsenal at this stage of the competition in 2005, 2013 and 2014, got off to a perfect start when Robben curled an unstoppable trademark left-



The Poland striker set up Thiago with a perfect flick for Bayern’s third goal three minutes later and the Spaniard grabbed his second with a low drive before substitute Muller completed the rout two minutes from time.



That’s the third: Bayern’s Robert Lewandowski (left) and Thiago Alcantara celebrate after the latter scored. AP



foot shot into the top corner of David Ospina’s goal. Arsenal levelled after being awarded a penalty for a handball by Lewandowski and Sanchez hooked home on the rebound after Neuer saved his spot-kick.



CHAMPIONS LEAGUE The game looked to have lost its pace early in the second half before Bayern stepped on the gas to fire three goals past the English



side which collapsed when Koscielny went off injured in the 49th minute. Lahm floated a perfect cross into the box and Lewandowski rose above defender Shkodran Mustafi to drill in a header in the 53rd minute.



Wizards leapfrog to the third spot Records first ever victory against Ranchi Rays



Super show In Madrid, Casemiro’s stunning volley crowned a superb display from Real Madrid, which fought back to beat Napoli 3-1 at the Bernabeu in the first-leg of its Champions League last 16 tie on Wednesday. The Brazilian midfielder thundered a spectacular rightfoot shot into the net early in the second half to complete Real’s comeback, adding to efforts either side of halftime from Karim Benzema and Toni Kroos. The results: At Munich: Bayern Munich 5



(Robben 11, Lewandowski 53, Thiago Alcantara 56, 63, Muller 88) bt Arsenal 1 (Alexis Sanchez 30); At Madrid : Real Madrid 3 (Benzema 18, Kroos 49, Casemiro 54) bt Napoli 1 (Insigne 8). Reuters



TENNIS



Bengaluru to host Davis Cup tie Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Bengaluru will host India’s Davis Cup Asia-Oceania group-1 tie against Uzbekistan from April 7 to 9. The announcement was made in a release here on Thursday from the AITA. New captain Mahesh Bhupathi said he was happy with the AITA accepting the team’s request. “We have some bombers in our team. So, the quick conditions should suit them,” he said. “I hope we can take advantage of the conditions,” said Yuki Bhambri, who is expected to be one of India’s singles players. Uzbekistan has Denis Istomin, who had upset Novak Djokovic at the Australian Open, in its ranks. He has been in sublime form, helping his team beat a strong Korea recently.



India’s top six singles players and the top four doubles players will be asked to make themselves available, and the squad will be picked from them. Principal Correspondent in Bengaluru adds The city’s higher altitude seems to have been the prime reason behind the choice. Though Bhambri struggled the last time India played in Bengaluru — 2014’s World Group playoff against Serbia — he has, since then, done well in similar conditions in Pune, winning a Challenger title in 2015 and both his singles rubbers against New Zealand earlier this month. Istomin’s game too seems to have played a part in the choice of venue. The bespectacled Uzbek hits flat, and the ball might just fly.



Trisha goes to the top Special Correspondent



Uthra Ganesan LUCKNOW



Uttar Pradesh Wizards registered its first-ever victory against two-time champion Ranchi Rays in the Hockey India League (HIL) to not just stay alive in the competition but also leapfrog into third position at the Major Dhyanchand Stadium here on Thursday. The host rode on field goals from Akashdeep Singh and Seve van Ass to win 4-0, taking its total to 20 points with three games in hand. Ranchi has just one more game, and with 18 points, is in a precarious situation in the race to the semifinals. As has been the case right through the season, Ranchi



created the chances, did the hard work and managed to keep possession for a major part but was let down by its forwards. That has been the story of the side so far and it was no different on Thursday. Manpreet Singh, Gurbaj Singh and Barry Middleton ensured the team did not lose the ball and kept sending passes into the striking circle, orchestrating moves all the way from the back to the front, only to see them go waste. Birendra Lakra and Kothajit Singh tried to brave the UPW attacks and Tyler Lovell brought off some good saves but all of it mattered little.



Van Ass wrong-footed his marker Christopher Ruhr after receiving a long corner from Ajitesh Roy in the 37th minute to put the host ahead and Akashdeep struck a rasping reverse hit from the top of the circle 37 seconds from time to double the lead and end Ranchi’s hopes. But while Gurbaj and Manpreet tirelessly kept setting up chances, Ruhr and Co. failed to get the final shot in. Only two penalty corners That there were only two penalty corners conceded throughout the match, both by Ranchi, highlighted both the preference for field goals by the teams in the HIL this season and the teams’



struggle with their conversion rates. Ranchi has been the hardest hit — of the 33 it has earned so far, only one has been converted as Ashley Jackson seemed to have lost his mojo. On Thursday, the Englishman fluffed his passing and trapping as well, to add to Ranchi’s troubles. German striker Ruhr had a forgettable outing as well. UPW, on the other hand, had Akashdeep Singh in fine form. He teamed up with Agustin Mazzilli to set up others and this proved the youngster’s growth as a team player before he got himself on the scoresheet. The result: UP Wizards 4 (van Ass-FG, Akashdeep-FG) bt Rays 0.



KOLKATA



Trisha Sunil carded a three-under 69, the only under-par round, to be in the lead after the second round of the third leg of the Hero Women’s Professional Golf Tour at the Royal Calcutta Golf Club here on Thursday. Overnight leader Gaurika Bishnoi slipped to the second spot after a round of two-over 74. The scores: 145: Trisha Sunil (76, 69); 147: Gaurika Bishnoi (73, 74); 148: Smriti Mehra (74, 74); 150: Neha Tripathi (74, 76); 151: Sharmila Nicollet (77, 74); 153: Mehar Atwal (77, 76), Saaniya Sharma (76, 77) and Gursimar Badwal (76, 77); 157: Sidhi Kapoor (79, 78).



ND-ND
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Singlefile 7-year-old job-seeker gets Pichai’s response Google’s Indiaborn CEO Sundar Pichai surprised a seven-year-old British girl by personally responding to her handwritten job application. Chloe Bridgewater from England was so fascinated with her tablet and the idea of robots that she decided to apply for a job at the global tech giant. She listed out her computer skills as well as an interest in a workplace that had bean bags and slides in her letter addressed to ‘Dear google boss’. I look forward to receiving your job application when you are finished with school! :) All the best to you and your family,” Mr Pichai replied. PTI



Small crocodile species identified from fossil Scientists have discovered a new species of crocodiles by means of a 3D reconstruction of the fossil skull of a reptile that lived about 154 million years ago in Germany. The Langenberg Quarry has proven to be a rich source of marine-related fossils, including small crocodile-like atoposaurid species. The fossilised remains of this crocodile were still partly in sediment, making it difficult to examine the fossils fully. After initial analysis, the crocodile was assigned to the Theriosuchus genus. They concluded that the atoposaurid is a new species, which they named it Knoetschkesuchus. PTI



Potent malaria vaccine on the anvil Encouraged by the trials, researchers say the registered vaccine will reached the market in two years Agence France-Presse Paris



A malaria vaccine that mimics a mosquito bite yielded encouraging results in human trials, its makers said on Thursday, raising hopes for thwarting a parasite that kills a child every two minutes. The candidate drug, called PfSPZ, provided up to 100% protection for 10 weeks in a trial in Germany, although a trial in real life conditions in Mali gave a lower level of defence, they reported in two separate studies. “We are extremely encouraged by these findings,” said Stephen Hoffman of vaccine developer Sanaria, a company based in Maryland. But he stressed a lot of work lay ahead, and a registered vaccine may take another two years to reach the market.



Sporozoite parasite PfSPZ uses a live, immature form of the malaria parasite, called a sporozoite, to stimulate an immune reaction in humans. In one trial, a version of



Testing phase: Malaria infected mosquitoes ready for dissection in a lab’s vaccine manufacturing facility. AFP PfSPZ required fewer shots and a lower dose of live malaria parasites than tested to date, researchers reported in the science journal Nature. For another form of the vaccine, sporozoites are exposed to radiation to weaken them before being injected into the human bloodstream. A previous trial with the irradiated version saw 44 trial volunteers given five shots, each with up to 1,35,000 sporozoites, or three doses with up to 1.8



dummy injection, 93% contracted malaria, said the team. In the vaccinated group, “only” 66% were infected. That’s the highest level of protection ever seen with a malaria vaccine... in a real setting,” Dr. Hoffman said. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), there were 212 million malaria cases in the world in 2015 and 4,29,000 deaths. More than 90% of deaths occur in Africa.



Aiming for efficiency Another vaccine called RTS,S, developed by GlaxoSmithKline, is being tested in children — the most affected population.It is considered the most advanced candidate, but results last year from a Kenyan trial showed it was only about four per cent effective after seven years. The developers of PfSPZ are aiming for efficiency of about 80-90% protection lasting for six months to a year, Dr. Hoffman said. “We hope we’ll be there this year, maybe next year. We’re closing in on it,” he said.



Book to chronicle Dream Girl’s journey Dream Girl Hema Malini’s journey from an actor, a danseuse and filmmaker to a politician is being chronicled in a new book which will hit the stores on her 69th birthday this October. Billed as an authorised biography, Hema Malini: Beyond the Dream Girl is penned by author-columnist Ram Kamal Mukherjee. “In an industry where the male star has always driven the commercial success of films, Hema Malini was an exception, with her name alone sufficing to ensure a film’s box-office glory,” publisher HarperCollins India said. This year, Hema Malini will be seen in Ramesh Sippy’s unusual love story Shimla Mirch with Rajkumar Rao. The book will be published on her birthday on October 16. “My first book on Hema Malini was pictorial, but this time it will be more about her achievement as a politician apart from her sojourn as an actor, danseuse and filmmaker. It will offer a new perspective on Bollywood’s first female superstar,” said Mukherjee. PTI
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The Big Bang Theory renewed for two more seasons CBS’ long-running hit show The Big Bang Theory is closing in on a deal that would secure two more seasons of the nerd comedy. The deal would lock the show’s cast in through a potential twelfth season, airing some time in 2018, reported Deadline. The most interesting thing about the negotiations is that Simon Helberg, and Kunal Nayyar will now be receiving the same pay, $1 million per episode that Johnny Galecki, Kaley Cuoco, Jim Parsons were already getting. PTI
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Winged visitor



UAE chalks plans to build first city on Mars by 2117 National cadres to facilitate transport of people to planet Press Trust of India Dubai



High-quality graphene created using soybean In a breakthrough, scientists in Melbourne have used the humble soybean to make the world’s strongest material graphene commercially more viable. Graphene is a carbon material that is one atom thick. Scientists at Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) in Australia have developed a novel “GraphAir” technology that grows graphene film in ambient air with a natural precursor, making its production faster and simpler. “This ambientair process for graphene fabrication is fast, simple, safe, potentially scalable, and integration friendly,” CSIRO scientist Zhao Jun Han, said. PTI



million sporozoites in total. The highest dose conferred up to 100% immunity, a 2013 report said. For the German trial, volunteers were given only three injections over eight weeks or 10 days, with sporozoite doses ranging from 3,200 to 51,200 per shot. All nine volunteers in the high-dose group enjoyed malaria protection 10 weeks after the last dose, compared to six out of nine in the me-



dium and three out of nine in the low-dose groups, said Dr. Hoffman. “The ability to complete an immunisation regime in 10 days will facilitate the use of PfSPZ-CVac in mass vaccination programmes to eliminate the malaria parasite and to prevent malaria in travellers,” he added. The reason that fewer sporozoites were required was that they were not irradiated before injection. Instead, the vaccine was administered in conjunction with an anti-malarial drug, chloroquine, to stop the parasite causing disease once inside the human body. PfSPZ is being developed against the Plasmodium falciparum mosquito-borne parasite, by far the deadliest type. Further trials are to follow in Mali, Ghana, the U.S. and Gabon. A second report, published in The Lancet Infectious Diseases, said 44 people given five doses of PfSPZ in Mali had a lower rate than non-innoculated peers after six months. Of the control group given a placebo or



STAR TREK



IN SYNC: A pair of Oriental white-eyes (Zosterops palpebrosus) spotted in south Bengaluru. K. MURALI KUMAR



The UAE has unveiled plans to build the first city on Mars by 2117 as the energy-rich country looks to transport people to the Red Planet over the next few decades. Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai Shaikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum and Abu Dhabi Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces Shaikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan announced the 100year national project on which the Gulf State would collaborate with specialised international organisations and scientific institutes. The UAE will set a plan to prepare national cadres that can achieve scientific breakthroughs to facilitate the transport of people to the planet over the next decades. The 100-year plan will in-



Many countries are eyeing the Red planet for their space missions. REUTERS



volve scientific research programmes to nurture national cadres specialised in space sciences at universities in the UAE. It will also entrench a passion for space in younger generations.



Faster transportation The announcement was made on the sidelines of the World Government Summit in the presence of representatives of 138 governments, six major international organisations, as well as lead-



ing international tech companies, the Gulf News reported. The new project will be associated with research themes featuring the exploration of transportation means, energy and food on the Red Planet. It will also try to find faster transportation methods for travelling to and from Mars. A virtual presentation depicting a preliminary concept for the city on Mars was made during the announcement. The scientific initiative will first be implemented by an Emirati scientific team, and will eventually expand to include international scientists and researchers that will run in parallel with the coordination of human research efforts in the field of exploring and inhabiting Mars. “Our aim is that the UAE will spearhead international efforts to make a longtime dream for humans a reality,” the leader said.



Fire breaks out on set of Hugh Jackman’s movie A staged fire got out of hand on the set of The Greatest Showman, which stars Hugh Jackman and Zac Efron. The cast and crew were filming a dramatic final scene, which features Jackman’s PT Barnum carrying his assistant (Efron) from a burning house, in a specially constructed building, reported People magazine. “There was a small fire on the set of The Greatest Showman. The fire was quickly contained and no one was injured. The main cast had already wrapped when the fire occurred,” a representative for movie studio 20th Century Fox said. According to the New York Post, around 150 people were on set when six large lights intended to boost the glow of a fire fell from the roof of the building, causing the blaze to spiral out of control. The Greatest Showman also stars Michelle Williams and Zendaya Coleman. PTI
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Amitabh Bachchan celebrates 48 years in films Amitabh Bachchan has completed 48 years in the Indian film industry and the megastar shared a series of photos to mark the occasion. The actor took to his blog where he posted on-set pictures clicked during the shooting of his debut film Saat Hindustani. “There is an avalanche of events related to this date, the 15th of February... For, on this date, in the year of the Lord 1969...Yes that is nineteen sixty nine... I became an official entrant to the film industry, by signing my very first film, Saat Hindustani,” Bachchan wrote. PTI
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Some brain regions found to be Palestinian film revisits prison trauma smaller in children with ADHD Former detainees enact experiences at notorious Israeli interrogation centre Study provides solid evidence of developmental delays Agence France-Presse Paris



People with ADHD have slightly smaller brains than those without the condition, according to a study released on Thursday, which insisted it is a physical disorder and not just bad behaviour. The largest analysis to date of the brains of people with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder found “structural differences” and evidence of delayed development compared with nonsufferers, researchers reported. “The results from our study confirm that people with ADHD have differences in their brain structure and therefore suggest that ADHD is a disorder of the brain,” said the study’s lead author, Martine Hoogman of Radboud University Medical Centre in the Netherlands.



Diminishing stigma “We hope that this will help to reduce stigma that ADHD is ‘just a label’ for difficult children or caused by poor parenting,” she said in a statement. The results of the study, which involved 1,713 people with ADHD and 1,529 people without the condition, were published in The Lancet Psychiatry. Most often diagnosed in children, ADHD is blamed for severe and repeated bouts of inattention, hyperactivity or impulsiveness that can cause problems at school or home. CM YK



ADHD can make emotional regulation difficult. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO



The symptoms can persist well into adulthood. The causes remain in dispute, and some specialists say ADHD is nothing but an excuse for using drugs to subdue children with difficult personalities or bad parents. Drugs for treating ADHD, such as Ritalin, have been blamed for side effects, including weight loss or gain, liver damage and suicidal thoughts. For the latest study, Ms. Hoogman and a team analysed the MRI scans of people aged four to 63, suffering from ADHD or not.



Emotional control They measured overall brain volume as well as the size of seven regions thought to be linked to the disorder. The volume overall was smaller in people diagnosed with ADHD, as were five of the brain regions, the team said. “These differences are



very small — in the range of a few percent — so the unprecedented size of our study was crucial to help identify these,” Ms. Hoogman said. “Similar differences in brain volume are also seen in other psychiatric disorders, especially major depressive disorder.” The regions affected included the amygdala, which is involved in the regulation of emotion. Previous studies which associated changes in brain volume with ADHD had been too small to be conclusive, the team said. The differences observed in their study were most prominent in children, but also present in adults with the condition. The findings suggest that delays in the development of several brain regions were characteristic of ADHD, the researchers said. They found no difference between people who were taking or had taken ADHD drugs, and those who had never taken such medications — suggesting that the brain changes were not caused by psychostimulants. In a comment on the study, Jonathan Posner of Columbia University said it was an “important contribution” to the field of ADHD science. Mr. Posner said further research was required to determine the effects of medication on the brains of people with ADHD, and how they develop as people advance in age.



Agence France-Presse Berlin



Haunted by his own time behind bars, Palestinian director Raed Andoni recreates a notorious Israeli interrogation centre — and has ex-prisoners re-enact experiences in a bid to set their demons free. In the running for best documentary at the Berlin film festival, Mr. Andoni’s Istiyad Ashbah (Ghost Hunting) examines the rarely documented collective trauma suffered by former Palestinian prisoners. “In Palestinian society, to survive detention and interrogation is like a rite of passage, you either come out a hero or you come out totally broken,” the celebrated Ramallah-based filmmaker said this week after the film’s Berlinale premiere. “And then people compare notes: how many days without sleep? How long in solitary?” the 45-year-old said. Having been im-



Nightmare relived: Participants built the detention centre in painstaking detail, from the size of their cells to the pulley they say was used to lift inmates during torture sessions. AFP



prisoned himself in his youth, he said he remained “haunted by flashbacks” such as the sound of doors slamming shut and the feeling of a fabric bag being pulled over his head.



Role play Shot over seven weeks in a hangar in the West Bank town of Ramallah, the film brings together around a



dozen former detainees of all ages and backgrounds, who are asked to recreate the notorious Russian Compound jail in west Jerusalem from memory. The participants rebuild the detention centre in painstaking detail, from the size of their cells to the colour of the tiles and even the pulley they say was used to lift inmates off the ground



Antarctic sea ice hits record low



during what they described as torture sessions. Slowly they bring the place of their nightmares back to life — and as the walls go up, the memories come bubbling back to the surface, forcing the men to confront their memories and breaking taboos in the process. “I use everything I can in the film to help them dig into their subconscience,” Mr. Andoni said, explaining that he wanted to peel away layer after layer of repression to find “the ghost inside”. For some of the ex-detainees it was too much and they walked away from the project. “I told everyone from the first day of shooting that you have the right to quit,” he said, adding that there were psychologists on set to provide emotional support. His quest to push the men to their limits makes for uncomfortable viewing at times, particularly in the drawn-out torture scenes.



PRess Trust of India Washington



Antarctic sea ice extent has shrunk to the lowest recorded-level in last four decades, scientists say. According to data from the US National Snow and Ice Data Centre (NSIDC), sea ice in the frozen continent covered just 2.26 million square kilometres on Tuesday, dipping below the earlier 1997 record low. The sea ice is likely to decrease further as it usually melts to its smallest for the year by February end in the summer of southern hemisphere, researchers said. Sea ice at both poles has been expected to decline as the Earth heats up due to man-made global warming. The average extent of sea ice around the South Pole has tended to expand in recent years and hit a record high of around 20.16 million square km in September 2014.



Churchill’s 1939 essay on aliens discovered The 11-page typed draft reveals he was open to the possibility of life on other planets Press Trust of India London



Winston Churchill is known for his leadership during World War II, but a newly discovered essay on alien life penned down in 1939 by the former British Prime Minister reveals that he was open to the possibility of life on other planets. Churchill wrote the sci-



ence article in which he mused about the likelihood of extra-terrestrial life in the year the World War II broke out. The 11-page typed draft, probably intended for a newspaper, was updated in the 1950s but never published. The essay was passed in the 1980s to a U.S. museum, where it sat until its rediscovery last year.



The document was uncovered in the National Churchill Museum, by the institution’s new director Timothy Riley, who passed it to the Israeli astrophysicist Mario Livio.



A ‘great surprise’ Mr. Livio described the discovery of the essay as a “great surprise”. He said the



wartime leader reasoned like a scientist about the likelihood of life on other planets, BBC News reported. Churchill’s thinking mirrors many modern arguments in astrobiology — the study of the potential for life on other planets. In his essay, Churchill builds on the idea that human life on Earth should not



be unique given the vastness of the universe. Over 50 years before the discovery of exoplanets, he considered the likelihood that other stars would host planets, concluding that a large fraction of these distant worlds “will be the right size to keep on their surface water and possibly an atmosphere of some sort”. ND-ND
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