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TURKEY ASBESTOS CONTROL STRATEGIC PLAN



Turkish Mesothelioma Working Group* Republic of Turkey Ministry of Health** Background. Turkey Asbestos Control Strategic Plan was developed by Turkish Mesothelioma Working Group and implemented in Nov 3, 2012 by the support of the Turkish Ministry of Health in order to determine the prevalence of environmental asbestos exposure in rural areas of Turkey. Methods. In the years 2008-2012, all patients with an ICD code of C45 in the hospitals were identified and evaluated. The places of birth of patients were recorded. An education program was developed and a questionnaire about asbestos exposure was filled out by the major in villages or small towns. Thereafter, trained technicians went to these villages/towns and got soil samples for mineral analysis. The villages/towns where the soil sample showed asbestos fibers were classified as villages with asbestos exposure. The mesothelioma patients who had not born or lived in a village were evaluated in terms of occupational asbestos exposure. Results. There were a total of 6,426 patients with C45 ICD code recorded during 2008-2012. A total of 1,571 villages/towns in 63 cities were identified. According to the results of education program and questionnaire, there were 58 cities and 1,062 villages/towns with a high risk of asbestos exposure. A total of 2,447 soil samples were taken from 1,018 villages/towns. Mineralogical analysis of these samples revealed chrysolite, tremolite or asbestos in a mixed form in 965 samples from 393 villages/towns in 42 cities. Conclusions. Asbestos exposure in rural parts of Turkey is still an important problem. However, based on these findings a strategic plan is being implemented to completely eliminate the problem.



*Turkish Mesothelioma Working Group: Drs. Abdurrahman Abakay, Sedat Altın, Güntülü Ak, Şule Akçay, Hasan Bayram, Mehmet Bayram, Hasan Fevzi Batırel, Serdar Berk, Mehmet Bilgin, Nilgün Yılmaz Demirci, Figen Deveci, Levent Elbeyli, Ahmet Emin Erbaycu, Dilek Ernam, Sebahat Genç, Selahattin Kadir, Hasan Kahraman, Mehmet Karadağ, Özkan Kaan Karadağ, Talat Kılıç, Gamze Kırkıl, Nurhan Köksal, Berna Kömürcüoğlu, Muzaffer Metintaş, Selma Metintaş, Arzu Mirici, Tevfik Pınar, Kemal Ödev, Ömer Özbudak, Sibel Özkurt, Önder Öztürk, Mustafa Taşdemir, Dursun Tatar, Engin Tutkun, Umran Toru, Toros Selçuk, Zehra Seyfikli, Nazan Şen, Abdurrahman Şenyiğit, Gaye Ulubay, Ülkü Yılmaz, Adil Zamani *Republic of Turkey Ministry of Health: Drs.Murat Gültekin, Ezgi Hacikamiloğlu, Hüseyin İlter, Seçil Özkan Coordinators: Muzaffer Metintas1 and Hasan F Batırel2. 1Eskisehir Osmangazi University Lung and Pleural Cancers Research and Clinical Center, Eskisehir-Turkey, [email protected]; 2Marmara University Medical Faculty Department of Thoracic Surgery, İstanbul-Turkey, [email protected])
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