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Saturday’s Child by JT Hume 17 - CPS Redux There’s no such thing as too much coffee. I can drink it, inhale it, and take a bath in it if we had a tub in the MSU. But I’m satisfied with drinking this deathbrew while trying to focus on the people and events around me. I’m back in the Bullpen, wearing a CPS windbreaker and struggling to wake up after a weekend of calls, except this time I’m here by choice. Sort of. Kind of. By the time we were wheels down back home after the funeral, Mommy dropped the nuclear bomb and got a judge to freeze the trust funds in place until someone made a ruling on the legal issues surrounding their transfer. It wasn’t unexpected, considering how often she spoke to me in the last few months, but it hurts. A parent suing her child. Grandmother was confident her daughter would lose her, being more familiar with the details of her husband’s will, yet the situation was twice as painful for her. She is Grandfather’s executrix and is required to defend his will against attacks, even those from inside the castle walls. The grandmother dutifully hired lawyers to defeat her daughter, who was suing her granddaughter. Thanksgiving is going to be a real bitch this year. It’s not all bad news. None of this will cost me a dime because Grandfather set up a defense fund long ago, predicting his offspring’s actions, which is sad on many levels. The same judge who froze the funds is allowing the same funds to pay me a stipend that is more than what Trevor and Barb make together in a month. I don’t have to work. I can stay in Devon’s apartment and practice being a homebody, or Bruno’s mommy, or wait naked in bed for my favorite homicide detective to come home for lunch and dinner and dessert (me). Or practice my cooking. It turns out I’m a horrible cook. Whoda thunk? Between our return to the time I got my CPS job back, I spent many hours in the Walsh restaurant, learning how not to burn spaghetti. The fire department told the family elders they were tired of the alarms from the fire detectors. They huddled and made me a barkeep. Memorizing the Copyright information on the last page. Copyright © 2017 JT Hume.
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Saturday’s Child by JT Hume Bartenders Guide in college was my mutant power, but flirting with drunks got boring, and I wanted a real job. I went to the interim chief of the CPS Mountain Street Unit and asked for my job back. Barb threw me out of her office with well-chosen words about my lack of intellect and common sense. I gave her an hour to cool off and stomped back upstairs, ignoring Elma’s protests. This time Barb sent me to Maggie, the interim DHS administrator at the Castle, to plead my case. She kept it simple. “You want back in the MSU?” “Yes.” “Do you think it’s a good idea to report to your boyfriend’s mother as a boss?” “Have you met Barb Walsh?” Maggie laughed. “Fair enough. Okay. I’ll be candid. It’s common knowledge you don’t need the money. Someone else does. Why should you get it?” I said I missed my kids and how important they were to me, and I never mattered to anyone before I put on the CPS windbreaker. “I want that feeling again.” Maggie nodded and opened a folder in front of her. “Your old chief Marsha writes that you, and I quote, ‘inadequately records her case notes, files, and emails.’” “Guilty. I’ll work on it.” She waved me off. “If I fired every worker who failed to update DACS, CPS wouldn’t have anyone to man the shop.” She read my file for another minute. “Okay, I’ll give you the benefit of the doubt. I heard from more than one staffer saying Marsha had a personal agenda against you. I see nothing to contradict this. You’re back if you want to be back.” “I do,” I said as a wave of relief swept through my body. I hadn’t realized how invested I was in getting my job back.
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Saturday’s Child by JT Hume Maggie held her hand up. “Don’t thank me. It won’t be easy on you. You will get your work assignments from the MSU, but you will report to me while I occupy this position. I will make the decision on if you go permanent, and I will be keeping a very close eye on you.” “Double secret probation?” “Not a secret. And you start from scratch. Day one of your 365-day probation starts tomorrow at eight o’clock. No slack, no mistakes. There’s the deal. Take it or leave it.” “I’ll take it.” I wanted to get up and dance and hug her and sing. “Thought you’d say that.” She pulled a folder from her desk. “Your personnel paperwork. Your name’s filled in. Drop it off at Human Resources on the third floor on your way out.” Aw, to hell with it. I hugged her and did a little dance, too. “Thanks, boss. I won’t let you down.” “Better not. Get going.” She pointed to the door while trying to hide a smile. It took a couple of weeks to get my groove back. It helped having my old office back and landing back with my old team, with Peter working as acting boss. Barb joins us when she can. Maggie is pushing her to be the permanent MSU chief. No one knows how it’s going to turn out, and no one’s taking bets. I’m doing okay between the trust fund stipend and regular paychecks (no delays this time!), and I can afford a decent place of my own. Watch me pack…not. When I got the first stipend, I showed it to Devon, who whistled. “Wow, beautiful and rich. I got me a sugar momma!” “No ideas, flatfoot. Long ways to go before I see the big money.” He counted the zeroes. “Is this a monthly check?” “Do you care?” “Nah, we don’t need it. Let me get a match, and we’ll have a marshmallow roast.” “Don’t even think it!”
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Saturday’s Child by JT Hume “Kidding.” He wrapped his arms around my waist, lifted me up, and gave me a slow and internationally patented Walsh kiss. When he stopped, he was serious. “The deal was you stay until you get your feet under you.” I looked down at the floor, far below my shoes. “Long ways to go.” “You sure?” “Let me convince you.” We spent the next couple of hours convincing each other. Back in the Bullpen, Peter is going down the list of things Administration feels we need to do our jobs. If Barb were in the room, she’d call it “administrivia bullshit,” so it’s funny that the list came from her office. Etta, Pauline, Christie, and I pretend to listen while we drink our coffee. He wakes us up with the bombshell. “We’re taking on a new worker to fill the number-six spot. Felicia Worth, recent Berkeley grad. Doing her indoctrination this week.” We look at each other, and Etta voices our question. “Barb’s not coming back?” “No idea. We’re down a worker on the team, and she says she doesn’t want us to burn out. Could be a temp deal. Barb wants us to show her the ropes and get her on the on-call roster.” We start to ping back and forth on the possibilities. Peter’s trying to make this into good news. It feels ominous, but before I can add my opinion to the mix, there’s an odd metallic taste in my mouth. I look at my mug and wonder if the steel thermos I use for coffee is broken. All thought disappears when I smell the coffee and realize I’m going to throw up, right here and right now. I push past people at high speed, not bothering to apologize, and I make it to the bathroom in time. Thank God, it’s empty. While I’m filling the toilet, I feel someone pull my hair out of the way and pat my back. When I’m done, I plop on my ass on the floor, not caring about cleanliness or much of anything other than the nausea with a firm grip in my torso. Barb hands me a moistened paper towel while flushing the toilet. “You okay, Sarah Lawrence?”
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Saturday’s Child by JT Hume “Yeah, thanks.” “If you don’t mind me saying, that was disgusting, and I raised two boys.” I wipe my mouth. “Guess the flu finally got to me?” She gives me a gentle smile and bends down to rub my shoulder. “You sure it’s the flu, Emma?”
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