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Code of Conduct/Student Handbook



Letter from Mr. Wes Taylor, Superintendent



Dear Students and Parents:



On behalf of the Lowndes County School Board and each of our employees, I want to welcome our students to the Lowndes County School System. Your enrollment as a Viking has established you as a part of a tradition of excellence. I challenge you to devote your best effort towards gaining a quality education and to get involved in one of the many school-sponsored extracurricular activities available to you.



The policies and procedures contained in this handbook are designed to establish a positive learning environment and to help acquaint you with your school. This information has been carefully prepared to help you become an active participant in your school. Read it carefully and retain it for future reference.



Parents, thank you for entrusting your child to our faculty, staff, and administrators, and for allowing us the opportunity to work with your child. Our staff is charged with the responsibility of assisting students in reaching the highest possible educational goals. It is a privilege that we do not take lightly.



If a concern arises regarding your child, please do not hesitate to call your child’s teacher, guidance counselor, or principal. I encourage you to communicate with your child’s teacher and to participate in parent-teacher conferences, Parent Teacher Organizations, booster clubs, and other constructive roles as we work together to provide the best educational opportunity for each of our students.



The Student/Parent Handbook and Code of Conduct contains information to help familiarize you with our school system. Please read and review this handbook completely. Ask questions of your child’s teacher or principal if something is unclear to you. Sign the acknowledgment page and return it to your child’s teacher within five days. I hope you find this handbook and code of conduct informative and helpful.



I look forward to a great school year and hope 2015-2016 will be your child’s best year yet.



Sincerely,



Wes Taylor Superintendent Code of Conduct/Student Handbook
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Student Code of Conduct (Board Policy JCDA) 



conferences may be used in conjunction with other forms of discipline. Parents shall be involved in periodic revisions of the Code of Student Conduct.



It is the desire of the Lowndes County School System that all students should have every possible opportunity to take advantage of The Lowndes Board of Education allows the instructional programs that will allow them use of corporal punishment. It maybe used in access to the best possible education. Any lieu of suspension at the discretion of the distractions from a favorable teaching and administrator. See Board Policy JDA. learning environment lessen this opportunity. Students are expected to adhere to standards The policy represents a progressive discipline of behavior that will facilitate a positive process. Factors taken into account in learning environment for themselves and other determining dispositions include (but are not students, to respect each other, school district limited to): employees, and school property. They are also •Student's history The rules listed in this policy apply to all expected to comply •Degree of with student behavior Lowndes County School students. The premeditation, impulse, policies adopted by the or self-defense dispositions listed are recommendations. board of education and •Age This list is not all inclusive, and a student to obey student •Disability committing an act of misconduct not behavior rules •Evidence established by covered by this policy will be subject to the •Willingness to individual schools. discretionary authority of the cooperate •Seriousness of offense administration. More severe punishment The rules listed in this may be administered. policy apply to all Because of these Lowndes County factors, punishment schools. The dispositions listed are imposed may vary from student to student for recommended maximums. This list is not all the same offense. inclusive, and a student committing an act of misconduct not covered by this policy will be Students accused of violating this Code subject to the discretionary authority of the should be advised of the violation and given a principal. More severe punishment may be reasonable opportunity to present their necessary. position. Any student in excess of ten (10) Notwithstanding, the recommended maximum dispositions, a principal, acting through and with the concurrence of the superintendent or superintendent's designee, may refer a student to a disciplinary tribunal or to the Board of Education for disciplinary action arising out of the violation of any of these rules. Upon such referral and after proper notice and hearing, appropriate action may be taken.



Parent involvement is the most desirable avenue for correcting behavioral problems and will be used when possible. Parent Page 6



cumulative days of suspension per semester for disciplinary reasons may be recommended to the Board of Education for expulsion.



This Code of Student Conduct shall be available to each student and parent in the district, including newly-enrolled students. Parents shall sign an acknowledgement of the receipt of the Code. This Code shall be available online and a printed copy will be provided upon request. This handbook is current as of July 1, 2015. Updates may occur during the school year due to changes in state or local board policies and/or state laws. Updates will be posted online at Code of Conduct/Student Handbook



www.lowndes.k12.ga.us and parents will be notified through the school district’s all-call phone system.



Federal and state laws and regulations that are in conflict with this Code or its application shall take precedence.



Chronically Disruptive Students Teachers are required to file a one-page report with the principal or designee, documenting a student's violation of the Student Code of Conduct which repeatedly or substantially interferes with the teacher's ability to communicate effectively with the students in the class or with the ability of such student's classmates to learn. The report must be filed within one school day of the most recent occurrence of such behavior. The principal or designee shall, within one school day after receiving such a report, send to the student's parents or guardians a copy of the report and information regarding how the principal or designee may be contacted. The principal or the principal's designee shall send written notification to the teacher and to the student's parents or guardians of the student support services being utilized or the disciplinary action taken within one school day and shall make a reasonable attempt to confirm receipt of such written notification by the student's parents or guardians. Written notification shall include information regarding how the student's parents or guardians may contact the principal or principal's designee.



Lowndes County Schools' procedures for dealing with chronically disruptive students are included in the district's behavior support process, the Student Support Team (SST). Behavior plans may be included in the SST process. The Superintendent is authorized to develop procedures pursuant to OCGA 20-2738 enabling a teacher to remove from class a student who repeatedly or substantially disrupts the class.
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DEFINITIONS:



Bus Suspension - The student is suspended from all school buses for a specified period of time by the local school administrator. The student is expected to attend school, but the parents are responsible for providing transportation to school. Repeated Offenses - Multiple infractions of the Code of Conduct. Detention - Student attends a work/study session outside of regular school hours. Student makes arrangements for transportation.



Expulsion – Expelled from all public school property and activities or events for a period of time. This action is taken only by tribunal or action of the Board of Education. The student may be expelled for an accumulation of offenses, as well as a major offense. During the term of expulsion the student is not allowed on the school campus or at any school activity or school-sponsored event for Lowndes County Schools or any other Georgia public school. 1 – Expelled beyond the end of the current school quarter or semester but not permanently expelled. 2 – Permanently expelled.



In-School Suspension - The student is removed from regular classes for a specified period of time. Class work assignments are sent to the student by the teachers.



Long-Term Suspension - The student is suspended out-of-school for more than ten (10) days but not beyond the current quarter or semester. The student may be suspended for an accumulation of offenses, as well as a major offense. Absences are discussed in policy JBD. During the term of suspension the student is not allowed on the school campus or at any school activity or school-sponsored event for Lowndes County Schools or any other Georgia public school. Page 7



Non-Prescription Drug - Over-the counter drug not authorized by a registered physician and not prescribed for the student. Student use is prohibited except in accordance with local school policy.



Prescription Drug - Use of a drug (medication) authorized by a registered physician and prescribed for the student. Procedures for use of prescription medication at school are found elsewhere in Board policy. Short-Term Suspension - The student is suspended out of school up to ten (10) days by the local school administrator. The student may be suspended for an accumulation of offenses, as well as a major offense. Absences are discussed in policy JBD. During the term of suspension the student is not allowed on the school campus or at any school activity or school-sponsored event for Lowndes County Schools or any other Georgia public school. Behavior Dispositions/Resolutions 02 – Detention 2 or more days – State Reported 10 – Corporal Punishment – State Reported 20 – In-School-Suspension – State Reported 30 – Out-of-School Suspension – State Reported 40 – Expulsion – State Reported 50 – Suspended From Bus – State Reported 61 – Assigned To Alternative School for Disruptive Students – State Reported 70 – Court or Juvenile System Referral – State Reported 151 – Clean-Up Duty 152 – Conference – Parent 153 – Conference – Student/Warning 154 – Detention 1 day 155 – Detention Saturday 156 – Isolation or Time-Out 157 – Parent Notified 158 – Parking Permit Revoked/Fine 159 – Refer to School Counselor 160 – Refer to Social Services 161 – Restitution 162 – Parent Conference Required Before Returning To Class 199 – Restitution Page 8



RULES AND RECOMMENDED MAXIMUM DISPOSITIONS:



The dispositions listed for each rule are possible maximums. This list is not all inclusive, and a student committing an act of misconduct not covered by this policy will be subject to the discretionary authority of the administration. More severe punishment may be administered in certain cases. The principal is the designated leader of the school and, along with the staff, is responsible for its orderly operation.



Students who commit criminal law violations off campus and, in the opinion of the administration, would pose a threat to the safety of the school if they returned will be either assigned to alternative school or suspended pending referral to a tribunal or the Board of Education for expulsion.



Rule 01: ALCOHOL – State Reported Violation of laws or ordinances prohibiting the manufacture, sale, purchase, transportation, possession, or use of intoxicating alcoholic beverages or substances represented as alcohol. This includes possession, sale, use, transmission, manufacture, purchase, or being under the influence of any alcoholic beverage, or possessing related paraphernalia during a school activity, function, or event on or off school grounds or while under school supervision. Alcohol Level 1 - Unintentional possession Alcohol Level 2 - Under influence without possession Alcohol Level 3 - Sale, purchase, transportation, possession, consumption of alcohol



1st Offense - ten (10) days suspension (referral to law enforcement officials may be made); possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.
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Subsequent Offenses - ten (10) days suspension pending alternative education program placement and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Rule 02: ARSON – State Reported Unlawful and intentional damage or attempted damage to any real or personal property by fire or incendiary device. Arson Level 2 - Arson without property damage Arson Level 3 - Arson with property damage



1st Offense - ten (10) days suspension; referral to law enforcement; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Subsequent Offenses - ten (10) days suspension pending recommendation to Board of Education for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education; referral for alternative placement. RULE 03: BATTERY – State Reported Actual and intentional touching or striking of another person against his or her will or intentionally causing bodily harm to an individual. Includes an attack with a weapon or one that causes serious bodily harm to the victim. This code should be used only when the attack is very serious, serious enough to warrant calling the police or bringing in security, where the intent is to do bodily harm to someone.



Battery Level 1- Battery with no injuries Battery Level 2- Battery with mild or moderate injuries Battery Level 3- Battery with severe injuries;
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three or more offenses in same school year



1st Offense - ten (10) days suspension (referral to law enforcement officials will be made); possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education. Subsequent Offenses - long term suspension and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Physical Violence Against an Employee (OCGA 20-2-751.6 (a)) (1) intentionally making physical contact of an insulting or provoking nature or (2) intentionally making physical contact which causes physical harm to another unless such physical contacts were in defense of himself or herself as provided for in OCGA 16-3-21 (b).



1st Offense - Mandatory disposition of ten (10) days suspension pending tribunal hearing; referral to law enforcement. Rule 04: BREAKING AND ENTERING/BURGLARY – State Reported Unlawful entry into a building or other structure with the intent to commit a crime. This applies to school buildings or activities related to a school function. B&E/Burglary Level 3- Any incident involving breaking and entering/burglary



1st Offense - ten (10) days suspension; referral to law enforcement; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Page 9



Lowndes County Board of Education.



Subsequent Offenses - long term suspension and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education. Rule 05: COMPUTER TRESPASS – State Reported Unauthorized use of a computer or computer network with the intention of deleting, obstructing, interrupting, altering, damaging, or in any way causing the malfunction of the computer, network, program(s), or data.



Computer Trespass Level 2 - Computer misuse Computer Trespass Level 3 - Unlawful use of computer or altering records 1st Offense - ten (10) days suspension; referral to law enforcement; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education. Subsequent Offenses - long term suspension and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education. Rule 06-L: DISORDERLY CONDUCT/CLASSROOM DISTURBANCE – Lowndes Reported Any student action that disturbs the normal flow of teacher/school directed activities. Disorderly Conduct/Classroom Disturbance Level 0 – Lowndes Reported - Minor Page 10



First/Subsequent Offenses: – Consequences will be age appropriate. Possible action consists of behavior dispositions and resolutions codes 151 – 199..



Rule 06: DISORDERLY CONDUCT – State Reported Any act that substantially disrupts the orderly conduct of a school function, substantially disrupts the orderly learning environment, or poses a threat to the health, safety, and/or welfare of students, staff, or others.



Disorderly Conduct Level 1 - Minor disturbance Disorderly Conduct Level 2 - Moderate disturbance; three or more minor disturbances in same school year Disorderly Conduct Level 3 - Severe disruption; three or more moderate disturbances in same school year 1st Offense - ten (10) days suspension and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Subsequent Offenses - long term suspension and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Rule 07: DRUGS, EXCEPT ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO – State Reported Unlawful use, cultivation, manufacture, distribution, sale, purchase, possession, transportation, or importation of any controlled drug or narcotic substance, or equipment or devices used for preparing or using drugs or narcotics. Includes being under the influence of drugs or substances represented as drugs. Code includes over the counter medications Code of Conduct/Student Handbook



if abused by the student. Also includes intentionally smelling or inhaling fumes from any substance (for example: glue, solvents) for the purpose of becoming intoxicated. Code does not include tobacco or alcohol.



Drugs Level 1 - Unintentional possession Drugs Level 2 - Failure to report medication to school authorities Drugs Level 3 - Possession or distribution of unlawful drugs 1st Offense - ten (10) days suspension; referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to the Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Subsequent Offenses - long term suspension and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Rule 08: FIGHTING – State Reported Mutual participation in a fight involving physical violence. This does not include verbal confrontations, tussles, or other minor confrontations. Fighting Level 1 - Fighting with no injuries Fighting Level 2 - Fighting with minor or moderate injuries Fighting Level 3 - Fighting with severe injuries; three or more fights in same school year



1st Offense - five (5) days suspension with parent conference prior to return to school 2nd Offense - seven (7) days suspension with parent conference prior to return to school 3rd Offense - ten (10) days suspension; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with
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recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



More severe measures, including restitution for damages, immediate referral for expulsion, and/or notification of law enforcement officials, may be taken. Rule 09: HOMICIDE – State Reported Murder and non negligent manslaughter, killing of one human being by another, killing a person through negligence. Homicide Level 3 - Any incident involving homicide



1st Offense - referral to law enforcement officials and referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education



Rule 10: KIDNAPPING – State Reported Unlawful seizure, transportation, and/or detention of a person against his/her will, or of a minor without the consent of his/her custodial parents or legal guardian. Kidnapping Level 3 - Any incident involving kidnapping



1st Offense - referral to law enforcement officials and referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education



Rule 11: THEFT/LARCENY – State Reported The unlawful taking, carrying, leading, or riding away of property of another person without threat, violence, or bodily harm. This includes pocket picking, purse or backpack snatching if left unattended, theft from a building, theft from a motor vehicle, theft from a coin operated machine, and all
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other types of larcenies. The Larceny / Theft code should be used only when theft is serious enough to warrant calling the police or bringing in security



violence and/or by putting the victim in fear.



1st Offense - ten (10) days suspension; referral to law enforcement; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Subsequent Offenses - long term suspension and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Larceny/Theft Level 1 - Unlawful taking of property with a value between $25 and $100 Larceny/Theft Level 2 - Unlawful taking of property with a value between $100 and $250 Larceny/Theft Level 3 - Unlawful taking of property with a value exceeding $250; three or more offenses in the same school year



Subsequent Offenses - long term suspension and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Rule 12: MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT – State Reported Theft, or attempted theft, of a motor vehicle. Code includes theft of car, truck, motorcycle, dune buggy, RV, or anything that is self propelled. 1st Offense - referral to law enforcement officials and referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Board of Education Rule 13: ROBBERY – State Reported Taking, or attempting to take, anything of value that is owned by another person or organization, under confrontational circumstances by force or threat of force or Page 12



Robbery Level 2 - Robbery without a weapon Robbery Level 3 - Robbery with a weapon 1st Offense - ten (10) days suspension; referral to law enforcement; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Rule 14: SEXUAL BATTERY – State



Reported Unlawful sexual behavior or contact with force or threat of force or where the victim is incapable of giving consent. Age of the student should be taken into account. This code should be used only when the incident is severe enough to warrant calling in law enforcement. Sexual Battery Level 3 - Any incident involving Sexual Battery



1st Offense - ten (10) days suspension and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education. Code of Conduct/Student Handbook



Subsequent Offenses - long term suspension and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Rule 15: SEXUAL HARASSMENT – State Reported Deliberate, repeated, and unsolicited physical actions, gestures, or verbal or written comments of a sexual nature, when such conduct has the purpose or effect of interfering with a student’s academic performance or creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive learning environment. Includes any unwelcome sexually oriented communication or behavior that makes an individual feel afraid, offended, or uncomfortable. Sexual Harassment Level 1 - Unwelcome comments not directed towards individuals Sexual Harassment Level 2 - Unwelcome comments directed towards individuals Sexual Harassment Level 3 - Violation of sexual harassment policy; three or more offenses in the same school year



1st Offense: penalty at the discretion of the principal/parent conference, referral to school counselor 2nd Offense: four (4) days suspension 3rd Offense: six (6) days suspension Other disciplinary options may be used in extreme cases.



Rule 16: SEX OFFENSES – State Reported Unlawful sexual behavior or contact without force or threat of force where the victim is capable of giving consent. Code includes indecent exposure and obscenity. Includes viewing or downloading pornographic content onto communication devices on school-owned or personal devices.



Sex Offenses Level 1 - Inappropriate sexually-
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based physical contact Sex Offenses Level 2 - Inappropriate sexuallybased behavior Sex Offenses Level 3 - Consensual sexual activities; three or more offenses in the same school year 1st Offense - ten (10) days suspension and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Subsequent Offenses - long term suspension and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education. Rule 17: THREAT/INTIMIDATION – State Reported Unlawfully placing another person in fear of bodily harm through threats without displaying a weapon or subjecting the person to actual physical attack. Threat/Intimidation Level 2 - Individual threat or intimidation Threat/Intimidation Level 3 - School-wide threat or intimidation



1st Offense: two (2) days suspension with parent conference prior to return to school 2nd Offense: six (6) days suspension with parent conference prior to return to school 3rd Offense: assigned to alternative education program (OCGA 20-2-751.4)



More severe measures, including restitution for damages, immediate referral for expulsion, and/or notification of law enforcement officials, may be taken. Page 13



Rule 18: TOBACCO – State Reported Possession, use, distribution, or sale of tobacco products on school grounds, at school sponsored events, and on transportation to or from school. Students who are under school supervision (club meetings, field trips, club trips/activities, sports activities, etc.) shall not use or possess tobacco in any form. Tobacco Level 1 - Unintentional possession of tobacco products Tobacco Level 2 - Intentional use or possession of tobacco products Tobacco Level 3 - Distribution or sale of tobacco products; three or more offenses in the same school year 1st Offense: 2nd Offense: 3rd Offense:



two (2) days suspension four (4) days suspension six (6) days suspension



Subsequent Offenses - long term suspension and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education



Rule 19: TRESPASSING – State Reported Entering or remaining on a public school campus or School Board facility without authorization or invitation and with no lawful purpose for entry. This includes students under suspension or expulsion, and unauthorized persons who enter or remain on a campus after being directed to leave by the chief administrator or designee. Trespassing Level 2 - Unauthorized presence on school property Trespassing Level 3 - Refusing to leave school property; three or more offenses in the same school year 1st Offense - ten (10) days suspension; possible referral to law enforcement; possible referral for alternative placement; possible Page 14



referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Subsequent Offenses - long term suspension and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Rule 20: VANDALISM – State Reported The willful and/or malicious destruction, damage, or defacement of public or private property, real or personal, without the consent of the owner or the person having custody or control of it. Vandalism Level 2 - Minor damage or defacement of property Vandalism Level 3 - Malicious destruction or damage to property; three or more offenses in the same school year 1st Offense: and restitution 2nd Offense: and restitution 3rd Offense: restitution



Two (2) days suspension



Four (4) days suspension



Six (6) days suspension and



More severe measures, including immediate referral for expulsion, and/or notification of law enforcement officials, may be taken.



Rule 22: WEAPONS/KNIFE – State Reported The possession, use, or intention to use any type of knife, including a pocket or penknife, to inflict harm on another person, or to intimidate any person.



Weapons/knife Level 1 - Unintentional possession of a knife with no intent to harm or intimidate Weapons/knife Level 2 - Intentional Code of Conduct/Student Handbook



possession of a knife with no intent to harm or intimidate Weapons/knife Level 3 - Intentional possession or use of a knife with intent to harm or intimidate 1st Offense - ten (10) days suspension (possible referral to law enforcement officials may be made); possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education. Subsequent Offenses - ten (10) days suspension pending alternative education program referral and possible referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Rule 23: WEAPONS/OTHER – State Reported The possession, use, or intention to use any instrument or object to inflict harm on another person, or to intimidate any person. Included in this code are chains, pipes, razor blades, ice picks, dirks, nunchakus, brass knuckles, Chinese stars, billy clubs, tear gas guns, toy guns, cap guns, bb guns, pellet guns, electrical weapons or devices, explosives, or propellants. Firecrackers and other fireworks are also included if fire is not involved.



Weapons/Other Level 2 - Unintentional possession of a weapon (not including knife or firearm) Weapons/Other Level 3 - Intentional possession or use of a weapon (not including knife or firearm) 1st Offense - ten (10) days suspension (referral to law enforcement officials may be made); possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of
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Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education. Subsequent Offenses - long term suspension and referral to law enforcement officials; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



Rule 25: WEAPONS/HANDGUNS – State Reported Possession of a firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; and any combination of parts from which a firearm described above can be assembled. Weapons/Handgun Level 3 - Any incident involving a handgun



All Offenses - Any student who is determined to have brought a firearm to school shall be referred to law enforcement and recommended to tribunal for expulsion from school for not less than one year, subject to modification on a case-by-case basis by the Board of Education.



Rule 26: WEAPONS/RIFLES/SHOTGUN – State Reported The term ''rifle'' means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder and designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of an explosive to fire only a single projectile through a rifled bore for each single pull of the trigger. The term ''shotgun'' means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder and designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of an explosive to fire through a smooth bore either a number of ball shot or a single projectile for each single pull of the trigger. Page 15



Weapons/Rifle/Shotgun Level 3 - Any incident involving a rifle/shotgun All Offenses - Any student who is determined to have brought a firearm to school shall be referred to law enforcement and recommended to tribunal for expulsion from school for not less than one year, subject to modification on a case-by-case basis by the Board of Education.



Rule 27: SERIOUS BODILY INJURY – State Reported Bodily injury which involves a substantial risk of death, extreme physical pain, protracted and obvious disfigurement; or protracted loss or impairment of the function of a bodily member, organ, or mental faculty; Serious Bodily Injury Level 3 - Any incident involving serious bodily injury



1st Offense - referral to law enforcement officials and referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education



Rule 28: WEAPONS/OTHER FIREARMS – State Reported Firearms other than handguns, rifles, or shotguns as defined above. Includes any weapon (including starter gun) which will or is designed to or may readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of any explosive; the frame or receiver of any weapon described above; any firearm muffler or firearm silencer; any destructive device, which includes any explosive, incendiary, or poison gas (i.e. bomb, grenade, rocket having a propellant charge more than 4 ounces, missile having an explosive or incendiary charge of more than ¼ ounce, mine, or similar device); any weapon which will, or which may be readily converted to, expel a projectile by the action of an explosive or other propellant, and which has any barrel with a bore of more than ½ inch in diameter; any combination or parts either designed or intended for use in Page 16



converting any device into any destructive device described above, and from which a destructive device may be readily assembled. Weapons/Other Firearms Level 3 - Any incident involving other firearms



1st Offense - referral to law enforcement officials and referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education



Rule 29: BULLYING – State Reported Pattern of behavior, which may include written, verbal, or physical acts, that is so severe, persistent, or pervasive so as to have the effect of substantially interfering with a student’s education, threatening the educational environment, or causing substantial physical harm or visible bodily harm. Bullying Level Bullying Level Bullying Level bullying in the



1 - First incident of bullying 2 - Second incident of bullying 3 - Three or more incidents of same school year



Bullying is defined as repeated willful attempts or threats to inflict injury on another person, when accompanied by an apparent present ability to do so; any intentional display of force such as would give the victim reason to fear or expect bodily harm; or any intentional written, verbal, or physical act, which a reasonable person would perceive as being intended to threaten, harass, or intimidate when these acts: cause substantial physical harm or visible bodily harm; substantially interfere with a student’s education; are so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it creates an intimidating or threatening educational environment; or substantially disrupts the orderly operation of the school. For Grades PreK-5: Punishment at the discretion of the administrator. (The student’s age/level of maturity or development should be considered in relation to the offense.)
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For Grades 6-12: 1st Offense – parent conference, referral to school counselor and three (3) days suspension or other appropriate punishment at the discretion of the administrator 2nd Offense – five (5) days suspension 3rd Offense – assignment to alternative education program More severe punishment may be necessary in extreme cases. Rule 30-L: ATTENDANCE – Lowndes Reported Attendance issues of a minor nature including unexcused tardiness to school or class, being in areas designated in the student handbook and/or by school officials as being off limits, failure to be in an assigned place of instruction at the assigned time without a valid excuse, and/or urging others to violate this rule. Attendance Related Level 0 – Lowndes Reported



First/Subsequent Offenses: – Consequences will be age appropriate. Possible action consists of behavior dispositions and resolutions codes 151 – 199. Rule 30: ATTENDANCE RELATED – State Reported Repeated or excessive unexcused absences or tardies; including failure to report to class, skipping class, leaving school without authorization, out of assigned area, or failure to comply with disciplinary sanctions. Attendance Related Level 1 - Any incident involving attendance



Offense Level 1 –Action must be State Reported Disposition – Includes Detention 2 Days, Corporal Punishment, ISS, OSS, Expulsion, Bus Suspension, Referral to Alt School, or Referral to Court
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Rule 31-L: DRESS CODE VIOLATIONS – Lowndes Reported Minor violations of the Student Dress Code as outlined in the student handbook. Dress Code Violation Level 0 – Lowndes Reported - Minor



First/Subsequent Offenses: – Consequences will be age appropriate. Possible action consists of behavior dispositions and resolutions codes 151 – 199.



Rule 31: DRESS CODE VIOLATIONS – State Reported Violation of school dress code that includes standards for appropriate school attire. Dress Code Violation Level 1 Non-invasive or non-suggestive clothing Dress Code Violation Level 2 Invasive or suggestive clothing Dress Code Violation Level 3 Three or more offenses in the same school year



All Offenses –Action must be State Reported Disposition – Includes Detention 2 Days, Corporal Punishment, ISS, OSS, Expulsion, Bus Suspension, Referral to Alt School, or Referral to Court



Rule 32-L: ACADEMIC DISHONESTYCHEATING – Lowndes Reported Obtaining or providing unauthorized assistance on school assignments that affords one an unfair advantage of a minor nature. Rule 32-L is limited to use by K-5 administrators. For violations of more than a minor nature use Rule 32 and all violations in grades 6 - 12 use Rule 32. Academic Dishonesty Level 0 – Lowndes Reported



First Offense: - Redo the assignment; further action at administrator discretion Subsequent Offenses: –Consequences will be Page 17



age appropriate. Possible action consists of behavior dispositions and resolutions codes 151 – 199.



resolutions codes 151 – 199.



Academic Dishonesty Level 1 - Unauthorized assistance on classroom assignments or projects Academic Dishonesty Level 2 - Plagiarism or cheating on classroom assignments or projects Academic Dishonesty Level 3 - Plagiarism or cheating on major exams or statewide assessments; three or more offenses in the same school year 1st Offense: Parent contact, option to redo the assignment (or alternative assignment) and/or further action at administrator discretion 2nd Offense: Parent contact, two (2) days suspension and grade of 0 3rd Offense: Parent contact, four (4) days suspension and grade of 0



Student Incivility Level 1 - General disrespect or failure to follow instructions Student Incivility Level 2 - Blatant insubordination; profanity directed toward school staff Student Incivility Level 3 - Issuing false reports on school staff; three or more offenses in the same school year



Rule 32: ACADEMIC DISHONESTY – State Reported Receiving or providing unauthorized assistance on classroom projects, assignments or exams.



Rule 33-L: STUDENT INCIVILITY – Lowndes Reported Failure to comply with reasonable directions of a Lowndes County Schools employee when on the school grounds or during a school activity off school grounds. This can include cursing, talking back, "sassing," intentionally arguing in a demanding or disruptive manner, or otherwise showing disrespect for any persons present at school or school related functions. Violations include harassing, intimidating with words or actions, and verbally abusing others. This includes verbal non-violent confrontation, willful disobedience, and disrespectful behavior. Student Incivility Level 0 – Lowndes Reported First/Subsequent Offenses: – Consequences will be age appropriate. Possible action consists of behavior dispositions and Page 18



Rule 33: STUDENT INCIVILITY – State Reported Insubordination or disrespect to staff members or other students; includes but is not limited to refusal to follow school staff member instructions, use of vulgar or inappropriate language, and misrepresentation of the truth.



All Offenses Level 1-3 – Action must be State Reported Disposition – Includes Detention 2 Days, Corporal Punishment, ISS, OSS, Expulsion, Bus Suspension, Referral to Alt School, and Referral to Court Rule 34: POSSESSION OF UNAPPROVED ITEMS – State Reported The use or possession of any unauthorized item disruptive to the school environment.



Realizing the role cell phones and electronic devices have come to play in everyday life, possession of these devices by a student on campus is acceptable within the guidelines as set forth by the Lowndes County School System. Knowing the disruptive factor that cell phones and other electronic devices can be in an instruction setting if not properly maintained, the following guidelines are provided:



A student may possess a cell phone or other electronic device on school property or during school activities as long as the device is out of sight and turned off. The student is prohibited from using the device during the instructional day unless specifically directed by the teacher for instructional purposes. The instructional day, for the purpose of this rule, is defined as: from the time the student
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enters the building at the beginning of the school day until school dismissal when the student exits the school building at the end of the day. The privilege may be revoked for violations of this rule. Possession of an electronic device is a privilege which will be revoked upon placement in the Lowndes Alternative Program.



The Lowndes County School System is not responsible for theft, loss, or damage to electronic devices brought onto its property.



Possession of Unapproved Items Level 1 Possession of unauthorized items Possession of Unapproved Items Level 2 Use of unauthorized items Possession of Unapproved Items Level 3 Possession or use of items construed to be dangerous or harmful; three or more offenses in the same school year



All Offenses Level 1-3 – Action must be State Reported Disposition – Includes Detention 2 Days, Corporal Punishment, ISS, OSS, Expulsion, Bus Suspension, Referral to Alt School, or Referral to Court



Rule 35: GANG RELATED – State Reported Any group of three or more students with a common name or common identifying signs, symbols, tattoos, graffiti, or attire which engage in school disruptive behavior. It includes any act or exhibition, individual or collective, which is deemed gang related by the principal or designee. Gang related activity includes but is not limited to hand sign flashing, wearing of clothing articles in a certain way or color scheme typical of that worn by known gang members, jewelry, tattoos, graffiti on personal items in conjunction with any other code violation including but not limited to vandalism of public or private property, acts of intimidation, threat, fighting and other forms of violence.



Gang Related Level 2 - Wearing or possession
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of gang-related apparel; conveying personal membership or affiliation with a gang Gang Related Level 3 - Gang-related solicitation, violence, threats, or defacement of property 1st Offense: three (3) to five (5) days suspension. If activity involves physical harm, punishment may be administered to the fullest degree. 2nd Offense: ten (10) days suspension; referral to law enforcement; possible referral for alternative placement; possible referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education.



3rd Offense: Referral to Board of Education with recommendation for expulsion from the Lowndes County School System pursuant to the policies of the Lowndes County Board of Education Rule 36: REPEATED OFFENSES – State Reported Collection of offenses that occur on multiple school days that may lead to a state reportable disciplinary action. Repeated Offenses Level 1 - Collection of minor incidents Repeated Offenses Level 2 - Collection of moderate incidents Repeated Offenses Level 3 - Collection of severe incidents Disposition at administrator discretion



Rule 101: BUS MISCONDUCT - Lowndes School bus riding is a privilege that may be limited or revoked by school officials. All students shall conform to bus rules and guidelines. Category 1 - Misbehaviors that are criminal law offenses: - Sexual battery and offenses - Assault/battery against employee* - Assault/battery against student*
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- Possession or use of alcohol - Possession or use of drugs - Possession or use of weapons - Bomb threats - Other criminal law violations Consequences for Category 1 Offenses: Automatic bus suspension to coincide with the number of days the student is suspended from school. Refer to rule in Code of Student Conduct relating to the offense. *Consequence on First Offense: OCGA 20-2751.4 requires that a meeting shall be held between appropriate school district officials and the parent or guardian of any student found to have engaged in bullying, physical assault, or battery on a school bus for the purpose of forming a school bus behavior contract for the student. The contract must provide for progressive age-appropriate discipline, penalties, and restrictions for student misconduct on the school bus.



Category 2 - Misbehaviors that warrant immediate bus suspension: - Fighting - Severe profanity/offensive language/gestures - Possession or use of tobacco - Vandalism of property - Sexual harassment - Throwing items on, around, or off the bus - Any other action that poses an immediate or direct threat to the safe operation of the bus including, but not limited to, using mirrors, lasers, flash cameras, or any other lights or reflective devices in a manner that might interfere with the school bus driver's operation of the school bus. - Any action that requires a student's removal from a bus by a school employee or by a law enforcement officer will be considered a Category 2 offense. Consequences for Category 2 Offenses:



Grade 1st Offense: 2nd Offense: 3rd Offense: Page 20



PK-5th Grade 1-3 Days 5 Days 10 Days



6th-12th



5-10 Days 15 Days 20 Days



4th Offense: 20 Days 5th Offense: ROY* *Remainder of Year



40 Days ROY*



Category 3 - Misbehaviors that warrant referral procedures: - Refusing to obey driver - Improper boarding or departing procedures - Pushing, tripping, horse playing with other students - Standing in the aisles - Flanging out the windows - Eating/chewing/drinking on the bus - Making unnecessary/extremely loud noise - Tampering with bus equipment - Displaying rude, discourteous, or annoying conduct - Other sexual misconduct - Bullying/threatening/intimidating* - Profanity/offensive languages/gestures - Use of any electronic device during the operation of the bus that may disrupt the driver - , including but notlimited to cell phones, pagers, audible radios, tape or compact disc players without headphones Consequences for Category 3 Offenses:



1st Offense: Driver documents and verbally warns student 2nd Offense: Driver documents, verbally warns student, and may contact parent 3rd Offense: Driver documents and administrator conferences with student and contacts parent by phone or letter 4th Offense: Bus suspension as follows: Grade 4th Offense 5th Offense 6th Offense 7th Offense 8th Offense



PK-5th Grade



6th-12th



1-3 Days 5 Days 5 Days 7 Days 10 Days 10 Days 15 Days 15 Days Minimum of 20 days



Category 4 - Riding bus to/from school under bus suspension:



Consequence: Double the number of days of
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original suspension. Administrator assumes responsibility for classifying the offense to the appropriate category. Administrator may recommend to the superintendent permanent suspension from all buses depending upon the number and severity of offenses.



Suspension of transportation privileges includes regular transportation to and from school. Transportation privileges for field trips, athletic events, club events, competitions, and other extracurricular activities may be suspended at the discretion of the principal and/or superintendent.



required by a teacher for educational uses may not be brought to school. Items will be confiscated and may not be returned.



Realizing the role cell phones and electronic devices have come to play in everyday life, possession of these devices by a student on campus is acceptable within the guidelines as set forth by the Lowndes County School System. Knowing the disruptive factor that cell phones and other electronic devices can be in an instruction setting if not properly maintained, the following guidelines are provided:



A student may possess a The following steps cell phone or other STATEMENT OF AUTHORITY apply to special electronic device on OF THE PRINCIPAL education students. school property or during The administration school activities as long The principal is the designated leader of the will immediately as the device is out of school and, along with the staff, is responsible confer with the sight and turned off. The for its orderly operation. In case of discipline Special Education student is prohibited from Placement violations not covered by prescribed disposition using the device during Committee to the instructional day in this handbook, the principal may enact determine, within corrective measures that are in the best interest unless specifically seven (7) working directed by the teacher for of the school and student(s) involved. days, whether instructional purposes. misconduct is or is The instructional day, for not a manifestation of the student's disability. the purpose of this rule, is defined as: from After reviewing the student's IEP, the the time the student enters the building at the administration will determine, within seven (7) beginning of the school day until school working days, whether the student will ride the dismissal when the student exits the school special education bus or not. building at the end of the day. The privilege may be revoked for violations of this rule. Rule 102: INAPPROPRIATE DISPLAY OF AFFECTION - Lowndes Possession of an electronic device is a Inappropriate public display of affection privilege which will be revoked upon (examples - hugging, kissing, sitting in laps). placement in the Lowndes Alternative Program. First/Subsequent Offenses: – Consequences will be age appropriate. Possible action The Lowndes County School System is not consists of behavior dispositions and responsible for theft, loss, or damage to resolutions codes 151 – 199. electronic devices brought onto its property. Rule 103: DISTRACTING PARAPHERNALIA - Lowndes Laser pointers, radios, tape or compact disk players, playing cards, electronic or other games, or any other item not specifically
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First/Subsequent Offenses: – Consequences will be age appropriate. Possible action consists of behavior dispositions and resolutions codes 151 – 199.
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Rule 104: FORGERY - Lowndes Presenting false or altered documents. Examples include, but are not limited to, notes from teachers, parents, or doctors, office notes, report cards, deficiency notes, hall passes, absentee excuse forms, progress reports, or other school forms. Taking or possessing hall passes, absentee excuse forms, or other school forms without permission is considered forgery.



First/Subsequent Offenses: – Consequences will be age appropriate. Possible action consists of behavior dispositions and resolutions codes 151 – 199.



More severe measures, including restitution for damages, immediate referral for expulsion, and/or notification of law enforcement officials, may be taken. Rule 105: GAMBLING - Lowndes Playing any game of skill or chance for money or anything of value on school property or at a school function. First/Subsequent Offenses: – Consequences will be age appropriate. Possible action consists of behavior dispositions and resolutions codes 151 – 199.



More severe measures, including restitution for damages, immediate referral for expulsion, and/or notification of law enforcement officials, may be taken. Rule 106: GIVING FALSE INFORMATION Lowndes Refuse to identify himself/herself or give false identity or information upon request of any teacher, principal, superintendent, school bus driver, or other authorized school personnel. If an ID card is issued, it must be shown to school officials when requested. First/Subsequent Offenses: – Consequences will be age appropriate. Possible action consists of behavior dispositions and resolutions codes 151 – 199. Page 22



More severe measures, including restitution for damages, immediate referral for expulsion, and/or notification of law enforcement officials, may be taken. Rule 107: FOOD AND LITTERING Lowndes Good behavior and cleanliness, including returning trays and utensils to service area and placing trash in containers provided, is expected in the dining area. Students shall eat in designated areas. The use of food items or chewing gum in the halls or classroom is not allowed unless approved by the administration or under the direct supervision of a teacher in food preparation. Littering will not be tolerated. First/Subsequent Offenses: – Consequences will be age appropriate. Possible action consists of behavior dispositions and resolutions codes 151 – 199. Rule 108: THEFT – PETTY - Lowndes Taking, carrying, leading, or riding away with property of another person of a value of less than $25 without threat of violence and no law enforcement notification. First/Subsequent Offenses: – Consequences will be age appropriate. Possible action consists of behavior dispositions and resolutions codes 151 – 199.



Rule 109: PARKING AND TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS - Lowndes Students below grade nine are prohibited from driving on campus. Students must pass three of four courses during the previous semester in order to have driving/parking privileges on campus. Violations include driving too fast for conditions, reckless driving, improper parking, parking without a decal, or any behavior that might cause an accident or injury. Vehicles may be towed away at owner's expense.



1st Offense: $ 15 fine and/or permanent loss of parking privileges



Code of Conduct/Student Handbook



2nd Offense: $ 20 fine and/or permanent loss of parking privileges 3rd Offense: $ 25 fine and/or permanent loss of parking privileges Suspension may be imposed for serious violations. Law enforcement may be notified as deemed necessary.



SUSPENSION & EXPULSION



School administrators have the power and authority to suspend or recommend students for expulsion from school for violation of reasonable rules or regulations. A student, while under suspension or expulsion, is not allowed to loiter on any Lowndes Board of Education property or take part in any school activity.



Students with disabilities suspended or expelled from regular transportation are not automatically assigned to a special education bus. Placement on special transportation, when extenuating circumstances are present, will be decided on an individual basis by the IEP committee.



EQUAL EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY NON-DISCRIMINATION NOTICE



The Lowndes County Schools (LCS) does not discriminate on the basis of sex, age, race, disability, religion, or national origin in its programs or activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: Assistant Superintendent, Rodney Green 1592 Norman Drive Valdosta, Ga. 31603 229. 245.2250



State law prohibits discrimination based on gender in athletic programs of local school systems (Equity in Sports Act, O.C.G.A. 20-2-315). Students are hereby notified that LCS does not discriminate based on gender in its athletic programs. For
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inquiries or complaints concerning sports equity, contact Owen Prince, sports equity coordinator, 229.245.2250.



Complaint Procedure:  Federal Programs Complaint Procedure (Title I-A, Title I-C, Title II, Title III, Title VI, Title IX and Title X (McKinney Vento Act)



Any individuation, organization or agency may file a complaint with the Lowndes County Schools (LCS) if they believe and allege that LCS is violating a federal statute or regulation regarding ESEA. The complaint must allege a violation that occurred not more than one (1) year prior to the date the complaint is received unless a longer period is reasonable because the violation is considered to be systemic or ongoing. A written complaint should be addressed to: Lowndes County Board Of Education, Attn. Federal Projects Director, 1592 Norman Drive,Valdosta, Georgia 31601.



PROMOTION & RETENTION (Board Policy IHE)



KINDERGARTEN Promotion to the next grade will be determined by the following criteria: 1. Documentation of eighty (80) percent mastery of Lowndes County School System reading and mathematics standards/benchmarks. 2. Review of individual student information utilizing the Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (GKids).



GRADES 1-2 Promotion to the next grade will be determined by the following criteria: 1. Documentation of eighty (80) percent mastery of the Lowndes County School System reading and mathematics standards/benchmarks. GRADES 3-5 Promotion to the next grade will be determined by the following criteria: 1. Documentation of a seventy (70) percent or above yearly average in reading and math (Lowndes County Report Card). 2. Documentation of a seventy (70) percent or above yearly average in two of the following subjects: English, Social Studies or Science



Page 23



(Lowndes County Report Card). 3. Documentation of the minimum state score on the grade appropriate Georgia Criterion-Referenced Competency Test in reading and math, if test scores are available. 4. Recommendation of the Placement Committee. GRADES 6-8 Promotion to the next grade will be determined by the following criteria: • Documentation of a seventy (70) or above yearly average is required in four (4) out of five (5) classes to be promoted to the next grade. Classes are defined as English language arts, math, science, social studies and connections. All final grades earned in connections classes will be averaged and considered as one (1) connections class for the purposes of promotion/retention.



• Students in Grade 8 must achieve grade level and meet expectations with a passing score on Georgia’s Criterion-Referenced Competency Test in reading and math. •If any of these criteria are not met, the recommendation of the Placement Committee will be used to determine grade placement for the next school year.



GRADES 9-12 The following units must be earned for class/grade placement. Class placement is made at the beginning of each academic year based on the number of units earned at that time and is not altered during the year. Grade / Status Minimum Units Required for Homeroom Placement Tenth grade – Sophomore 6 units Eleventh grade – Junior 13 units Twelfth grade – Senior 20 units **Students must meet Georgia High School Association (GHSA) requirements to participate in many extracurricular activities. Eligibility requirements may differ from promotion requirements and should be discussed with the activity coach or sponsor.



TEST SECURITY Page 24



Any action that compromises test security or leads to the invalidation of an individual student’s or a group of students’ test scores will be viewed by Lowndes County Schools (LCS) as inappropriate. Under no circumstances may any tests be reproduced or duplicated for individual or group use unless authorized by GADOE. Failure to comply with the U.S. Copyright Laws protecting these materials could result in legal action. Any instance of violation of copyright laws must be reported immediately to the GADOE. Guidelines are in place to assist system personnel in determining which activities might compromise test security or score validity. Any concern regarding test security must be reported to LCS immediately.



REGISTRATION



Registration is a centralized process for all Lowndes County Schools. All students new to the system will register at the Board of Education Annex and be given their school assignment. The Board of Education Annex is located at 1592 Norman Drive at the west wing of the building.



Students entering or returning from adjudicated incarceration to Lowndes County School System shall be processed in by a screening committee to determine most suitable placement. The committee will include a minimum of three (3) people--the principal, or his/her designee, the Alternative Program director, a guidance counselor, and, when appropriate, a resource representative.



STUDENT ENROLLMENT AND WITHDRAWAL



With no proof of enrollment in another school, another LEA, private school, or home study program, an LEA shall withdraw a student from a school after ten consecutive, unexcused absences, and the withdrawal shall be coded “R” to indicate that such student was removed for lack of attendance. The superintendent or superintendent’s designee shall use due diligence to notify the parent, guardian, grandparent, or other person if the LEA plans to withdraw such students. The superintendent of the LEA or the superintendent’s
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designee shall document a minimum of three attempts to contact the parent, guardian, grandparent, or “other person” for the explicit purpose of holding a withdrawal conference.



COMPULSORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE (BOARD POLICY JBD)



Student Absences Compulsory school attendance is required of all children between the ages of six and sixteen residing within the State of Georgia. The responsibility for ensuring the regular attendance of a school age child lies with the parent, guardian, or other person with whom the child resides (O.C.G.A. 20-2690.1). In an effort to improve student attendance, the Lowndes County School System has established procedures to address student absences from school. Through the combined efforts of the building level principal, classroom teachers, parents / guardians, school system social workers, local law enforcement officials and the Lowndes County Juvenile Court Judge, the goal to improve student attendance will be achieved. It is not the desire of Lowndes County Schools that students attend school when ill; however, there is a direct relationship between school attendance and academic performance. Therefore, every reasonable attempt should be made for students to attend school to help ensure their academic success.



Lawful Absence from Class/School



As permitted under Georgia state law and Georgia State Board of Education policies, a student's absence, tardy or early checkout may be excused for the following reasons: 1. Personal illness or when attendance in school would endanger a student's health or the health of others; 2. Serious illness or death of an immediate family member;
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3. Mandated absence by order of governmental agencies, including pre-induction physical examinations for service in the armed forces; 4. Observing religious holidays, necessitating absence from school; 5. Conditions that render attendance impossible or hazardous to one's health or safety; 6. Registering to vote or voting, for a period not to exceed one day; and 7. Reuniting of families between military deployments, not to exceed five days. NOTE: For school attendance purposes, students shall be counted present when they are in attendance at least one-half of the instructional day or serving as pages of the Georgia General Assembly.



Absences Requiring Medical Documentation In the event that a student's personal illness or attendance at school endangers a student's health or the health of others, the school may require the student to present appropriate medical documentation upon return to school for the purpose of validating that the absence is an excused absence. In the event that a student has excessive absences for health reasons, the school may require a physician's excuse in order to consider the absence as an excused absence. Parents are encouraged to be proactive in communicating with their child’s school when there is an unusual attendance pattern expected. The following procedures will be utilized in addressing an accumulation of unexcused and/or excused student absences and/or tardies/early checkouts. System approved letters are mailed that include the Georgia Compulsory Attendance Law (O.C.G.A. 20-2-690.1). Instructions are included in each letter. Upon the generation of each letter, the principal and attendance officer will be notified. Absences do not accumulate beyond the current school year. School days missed as a result of out of school suspensions will not count as unexcused absences for the purpose of determining truancy. A physician’s statement may be required when excessive absences occur. Page 25



NOTE: LCS complies with the Lowndes County Juvenile Court Protocol Agreement for Truancy in Schools. A referral to the Truancy Intervention Program (TIP), juvenile court, state court, and/or the Department of Family and Children Services (DFCS) may be made in lieu of the outlined procedures. Protocol changes that occur during the school year will be posted on the website.



UNEXCUSED STUDENT ABSENCES



1. Students are required to provide written excuses for absences in accordance with Board Policy JBD. The principal of each school will designate a person or persons who are to maintain a record of students’ excused and unexcused absences. Written notes explaining the reason for the student absence are to be retained until the end of the school term. 2. Teachers must maintain timely and accurate attendance records that reflect absences as excused or unexcused. A dated and signed note from the physician or parent/guardian or an e-mail from a verified parent/guardian account must be sent to the student’s homeroom teacher explaining the reason for the absence within three (3) school days of returning to school. Otherwise, the absence will remain unexcused. 3. Upon a student’s 3rd unexcused absence and notification by letter, the parent/guardian is to contact the school designee to discuss the student’s attendance. 4. Upon a student’s 5th unexcused absence and notification by letter, the parent/guardian is to contact the attendance officer to discuss the student’s attendance. A referral to the Truancy Intervention Program (TIP) may be made if the student is found to be in violation of the Attendance Law. 5. Upon a student’s 7th unexcused absence and notification by letter, the parent/guardian is to contact the attendance officer to discuss the student’s attendance. A referral may be made to (TIP), juvenile court, state court, and/or DFCS if the student is found to be in violation of the Attendance Law. 6. Additional absences may result in a referral to TIP, juvenile court, state court, or DFCS. 7. Upon the completion of TIP, additional unexcused absences will result in a referral to juvenile court, state court, and/or DFCS. Page 26



EXCUSED AND/OR UNEXCUSED ABSENCES



1. Upon a student’s 7th absence, whether excused or unexcused, a notification letter is sent to the parent/guardian. 2. Upon a student’s 10th absence, whether excused or unexcused, and notification by letter, the parent/guardian is to contact the school designee to discuss the student’s attendance. A referral may be made to TIP, juvenile court, state court, and/or DFCS if the student is found to be in violation of the Attendance Law. 3. Upon a student’s 15th absence, whether excused or unexcused, and notification by letter, the parent/guardian is to contact the attendance officer to discuss the student’s attendance. A referral may be made to TIP, juvenile court, state court, and/or DFCS if the student is found to be in violation of the Attendance Law. 4. Additional absences may result in a referral to TIP, juvenile court, state court, and/or DFCS. 5. Upon the completion of TIP, additional unexcused absences will result in a referral to juvenile court, state court and/or DFCS.



TARDIES AND EARLY CHECKOUTS



1. Upon a student’s 10th tardy/early checkout, the parent/guardian is notified by letter. The parent/guardian is to contact the school designee to discuss the student’s attendance. A referral to the attendance officer may be made. 2. Upon a student’s 15th tardy/early checkout and notification by letter, the parent/guardian is to contact the attendance officer to discuss the student’s attendance. A TIP referral may be made. 3. Subsequent tardies/early checkouts may result in a referral to TIP, juvenile court, state court, and/or DFCS.



HOSPITAL/HOMEBOUND SERVICES



Students must be enrolled in LCS prior to requesting Hospital/Homebound (HHB) services. The parent/guardian should contact the school HHB coordinator for information and an application. Upon receipt of the complete HHB application, the school coordinator will send all required documentation to the central office. The central office designee will Code of Conduct/Student Handbook



review the application and determine if the student is eligible to receive HHB services. To be eligible to receive services, the student must have a medical and/or psychiatric condition that is documented by a physician licensed in the State of Georgia. Only a psychiatrist may submit a medical request form for an emotional or psychiatric disorder and the disorder must be listed in the latest edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual (DSM). The referring physician/psychiatrist must be the treating doctor for which the student is requesting HHB services. The student must be anticipated to be absent from school for a minimum of ten (10) consecutive school days or for intermittent periods of time anticipated to exceed ten (10) school days during a school year. At Lowndes High School, the minimum anticipated absence is reduced to five (5) consecutive or intermittent days during a semester. Students who have contagious diseases will not be provided services until the licensed physician certifies that the student is no longer infectious. Students approved for HHB services must be absent for three consecutive school days on each occurrence before HHB services will be provided. Additional criteria apply. Information and criteria can be provided by the school HHB coordinator. CHRONIC ILLNESSES Students with chronic illnesses will be referred to the Student Support Team to determine appropriate services.



TEENAGE & ADULT DRIVER RESPONSIBILITY ACT(TAADRA)



Georgia’s Teenage and Adult Driver Responsibility Act (TAADRA) of 1997, requires that local school systems certify that a student’s attendance pattern and discipline record permits him or her to have a Georgia learner’s permit or driver’s license. This requirement applies to all minors who are at least 15 years of age and under the age of 18.



When a minor submits an application for a Georgia driver’s license or instruction permit the local school district will be responsible for certifying that the student satisfies the following attendance requirement:  Is enrolled in and not under expulsion from a public or private school and has not had ten or more school days of unexcused absences in the
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current academic year or ten or more school days of unexcused absences in the previous academic year.



HOMELESSNESS



The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act of 2001 (Title X, Part C of the No Child Left Behind Act - Sec 725) reauthorized in January 2002, ensures educational rights and protections for children and youth experiencing homelessness. For assistance, contact your school’s social worker or the Lowndes County Schools district liaison located at the Board of Education.



MAKE UP WORK



Students shall be permitted to make up work upon returning to school when absences are unexcused or excused if the request to make up work is initiated by the student or parent within three (3) days of returning to school. In cases of excessive unexcused absences, the administration may disallow make up work. Out of school suspension is considered an excused absence.



Final course grades of students shall not be penalized because of absences if the following conditions are met: 1. Absences are justified and validated for excusable reasons. 2. Make up work for excused absences was completed satisfactorily (complete, on time, and to the teacher's satisfaction) within five (5) days unless an extension is approved by the principal.



ACADEMIC HONOR ROLL



The standard reporting period for all grades is 9 weeks. Grades 3-8: * Must have an overall grade point average of 90 or above in all subjects with no grade below a 70. Middle School Honor Roll with Distinction: * Must have a grade point average of 95. * Grades in each subject area must be a 90 or above.



For grades 9-12: * Must have a grade point average of 90 or above with no grade below a 70 in any subject. Page 27



EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES



Lowndes County Schools provide a broad range of opportunities for students to participate in extra and co-curricular activities. These organizations accommodate a wide range of student interests and talents, and our fine arts, athletics, and special interest organizations are consistently recognized on region, state and national levels.



Students suspended or expelled may not participate in or attend school-sponsored activities until they have completed their suspension. According to Georgia High School Association guidelines, students may not participate in GHSA-sponsored activities while attending alternative program for disciplinary reasons.



STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS (BOARD POLICY JHC)



The Lowndes County School System recognizes the importance of student involvement in school-sponsored clubs and organizations, which offer students an opportunity to learn and expand their knowledge base, as well as develop leadership skills and the ability to work effectively with groups. The School District also encourages involvement and participation of parents/guardians and realizes the importance of effective and timely communication regarding potential opportunities available through student clubs. Accordingly, principals will ensure that the School System's standard procedures for notification of all parents/guardians at the beginning of each school year regarding all school-sponsored clubs and organizations available for students enrolled in their respective schools are followed. This notification will include, but may not be limited to, the following information for each club or organization: name,sponsor(s), mission/purpose and a description of past or planned activities. Additionally, as part of the notification process, principals will ensure that parents/guardians are provided with the Page 28



opportunity to withhold permission, in writing, relative to participation of their student in all, or selected, school clubs or organizations. Participation in school-sponsored clubs and organizations constituted after the notification process at the beginning of each school year will also require parent notification and written permission prior to student participation. School extracurricular activities, organizations or clubs for purposes of this policy are those that are supervised or sponsored by a school system employee designated by the principal and that meet in school facilities.



STUDENT ORGANIZATION LIST:



LOWNDES HIGH SCHOOL LHS STUDENT COUNCIL: The purpose of the Student Council is to represent the interests of the LHS student body through elected leadership. The club plans Homecoming week activities, sponsors Miss LHS along with other monthly activities. National Chapter of Student Council member.



THE CULTURES IN ACTION CLUB: The purpose of the club is to promote the understanding and appreciation of diverse world cultures. Members meet twice monthly with each meeting being representative of a different world culture. Participants research and present food, music, religion, language, and cultural points of interest. They participate in the annual Asian Festival. MATH TEAM: Students compete in the Georgia Math League Contest, American Math Contest and local and regional math competitions.



SKILLS USA: A partnership of students, teachers, and industry representatives working together to ensure America has a skilled work force. The organization helps members to excel in their chosen career fields. Members compete at local, state and national levels. FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA: The mission of FBLA is to bring business and
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education together in a positive working relationship through innovative leadership and career development programs. Members attend leadership conferences throughout the year. ANCHOR CLUB: A service project club with a national focus on brain-related disorders. The members work with Special Olympics and other special education organizations.



INTERACT: Interact is a Rotary-sponsored service club for young people ages 14-18. The program gives members an opportunity to participate in fun, meaningful service projects while developing leadership skills and meeting new friends. Interact members sponsor a family at Christmas, help with field day at local elementary schools and participates in several community service projects during the year. SIGMA LAMBDA CHI (4-H CLUB): To assist youth in acquiring knowledge, developing life skills, and forming attitudes that will help them become self directing, productive, and contributing citizens. 4-H and Georgia schools have been partners for more than 100 years. 4-H provides events, classes, activities, and forums at local, state, and national levels. All events are planned to enhance positive youth development and education. A full listing of state events can be found at: http://www.georgia4h.org.



FUTURE EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION: an international program for middle and high school students interested in exploring careers in education. The FEA program not only helps students explore careers in education, but it also provides service opportunities and offers schools and communities a chance to shape their own future. Current activities include campus clean-ups, social activities, float building, partnering with CES where students assist teachers, sponsoring needy
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families, fundraisers, etc.



KEY CLUB: Kiwanis Educating Youth - a studentled organization that teaches leadership through serving others. Each week the students visit Moulton Branch Elementary to assist teachers and students with daily activities. The club also adopts families throughout the year and assists with their needs.



BETA CLUB: The purpose of the Beta Club shall be to promote the ideals of character, service and leadership among students, to reward meritorious achievement and to encourage and assist students in continuing their education after high school. Membership is by invitation only to sophomores, juniors, and seniors with high academic standing.



TECHNOLOGY STUDENT ASSOCIATION: The mission of TSA is to prepare members for the challenges of a dynamic world by promoting technological literacy, leadership, and problem solving, resulting in personal growth and opportunity. Members attend and compete in local, state and national competitions.



OFF-BROADWAY: An organization made up of a group of students who are interested in theater. The club promotes active participation in theater, not only for performers, but for members of the audience and technicians as well. HUGIN: A student publication showcasing the student work including original short stories, poetry, and other fiction.



MOCK TRIAL: Students gain an understanding of the legal system through opportunities for teams to participate in academic competitions where players assume attorney and witness roles in a court case. Lawyers coach students in developing questioning, critical thinking and oral advocacy skills. Students compete on the state, local, and national level. Page 29



CULINARY ARTS: Composed of three-member competition culinary teams that compete for scholarships.



FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN ATHLETES: The mission of FCA is to present to athletes and coaches and all whom they influence the challenge and adventure of receiving Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, serving Him in their relationships and in the fellowship of the church. The organization provides an opportunity for Christian fellowship among students. SAGA: The SAGA staff publishes the school newspaper. The paper contains information about students, school news, sports coverage, and student opinions. MUNIN: The Munin staff is responsible for providing the school with a yearbook.



SCIENCE CLUB: The purpose of the Science Club is to teach students about science and to participate in science-related field trips.



SPANISH HONOR SOCIETY: The purpose of the SHS is to recognize high student achievement in Spanish and to promote a continuity of interest in Hispanic Studies. Students must have an 80 average in Spanish I & II, and plan to continue to Spanish III. It is a community-based service club.



TOBACCO/DRUG/WEAPON FREE CAMPUSES Tobacco, drugs, and weapons are prohibited at all Lowndes County School System facilities.



AIR FORCE JUNIOR ROTC: Performs flag ceremonies each day at school and at all home football games. Other activities include an orientation flight in a C-130 aircraft, trips to military bases, Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive, and the Empty Stocking Fund.



CHESS CLUB: Members learn the basics of the game of chess and spend time playing one another.



POSITIVE ACTION GROUP (PAG): This group provides positive projects that give students the opportunity to learn the importance of giving back to their school and community. FFA: the mission of FFA is to make a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.



TEAM POLEBENDERS: For students interested in fishing. Members attend several fishing trips throughout the year. FRENCH HONOR SOCIETY: A national honorary Page 30



organization whose goal is to promote the study of French and to reward high scholastic achievements, to create enthusiasm and understanding of Francophone culture and civilization, and promote international friendships.



HEALTH OCCUPATIONS STUDENT OF AMERICA (HOSA): A national student organization to promote career opportunities in the healthcare industry and to enhance the delivery of quality healthcare to all people.



ACADEMIC QUIZ BOWL: Students compete against other students in the academic areas at the local, state and national level.



CLASS CABINETS: Aids students in developing leadership qualities through planning and implementing fundraising, service projects, and student activities which contribute to the betterment of the school & community.



HISTORY CLUB: Allows students who are interested in history to participate in hands-on experiences. Members will trace their family history through the genealogy projects and attend history related field trips.



MODEL U.N.: Model United Nations is an authentic simulation of the U.N. General Assembly and other multilateral bodies. Students assume the role of ambassadors to the United Nations at a Model U.N. event which promotes interest in international relations and related subjects, increases the capacity for students to engage in problem solving, research skills, and communication skills. Code of Conduct/Student Handbook



STRIKING VIKINGS: Students and staff members participate in bowling as a leisure activity and learn the rules, techniques, scoring, and strategies.



AMERICAN RED CROSS CLUB: Students who are interested in preventing and relieving the suffering of their neighbors participate in community services that help the needy; support and comfort for military members and their families; the collection, processing and distribution of lifesaving blood and blood products; and educational programs that promote health and safety.



SCIENCE QUIZ BOWL: Students compete against other schools in the academic area of science at the local, state, and national levels. HAHIRA MIDDLE SCHOOL Y-LEAD (YOUTH LEADERSHIP EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT): To foster community service involvement and leadership skills in middle school students. Students who are selected will represent HMS in a variety of social activities, meetings, and events within the community. Members will learn essential leadership and networking skills in effort to create stronger leaders at an earlier age.



4-H CLUB: To assist youth in acquiring knowledge, developing life skills, and forming attitudes that will help them become self directing, productive, and contributing citizens. 4-H and Georgia schools have been partners for more than 100 years. 4-H provides events, classes, activities, and forums at local, state, and national levels. All events are planned to enhance positive youth development and education. A full listing of state events can be found at: www.georgia4h.org BETA CLUB: To promote the ideals of character, service,and leadership among students, to reward meritorious achievement, and to encourage and assist students in continuing their education after high school. FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA: bringing business and education together in a positive working relationship through innovative leadership and career development programs.
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Members participate in a variety of activities including participating in job shadow programs, planning community service projects for their school and community. Members attend leadership conferences throughout the year and compete in Region and State Leadership competitions. ART CLUB: Provides students with the opportunity to investigate the visual arts outside of a classroom setting. FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN ATHLETES: The mission of FCA is to present to athletes and coaches and all whom they influence the challenge and adventure of receiving Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, serving Him in their relationships and in the fellowship of the church. The organization provides an opportunity for Christian fellowship among students. FISHING CLUB: Members should have an interest in fishing. Members attend monthly meetings and bi-monthly fishing trips in the local area. FUTURE EDUCATORS: A national program for middle school students interested in exploring a career in education.



HMS NEWS CREW: Responsible for the daily production of the HMS News broadcast. Students must audition for positions. MATH TEAM: The math team competes against other middle schools in math. Members must compete for positions in the organization.



YEARBOOK CLUB: Members plan and assemble the HMS yearbook.



FFA: The National FFA Organization is dedicated to making a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education. Members participate in local, district, and state competitive events, local service projects, fundraisers and an annual awards banquet. 8TH GRADE HERITAGE CLUB: The mission of this club is to keep students aware of their cultural
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history as well as of those around them. Members participate in a field trip to Savannah, Georgia during their 8th grade year.



THE READING CLUB: Provides students with the opportunity to enrich their academic experience by reading new books and discussing the impact and meaning of those books in their life and to enrich and encourage younger children to read. Members also collect books to donate to younger readers and volunteer to read to younger children. DUKE TALENT: students are invited to participate based on previous standardized test scores CHORUS: Open to any student who wishes to participate. The chorus has several performances each year.



BAND: Open to students who start beginning band in the 6th grade or transfer to HMS from a band program at another school. WRITING FAIR: Allows students to submit original writing, which is judged based on criteria established by the Georgia Department of Education



TECHNOLOGY STUDENT ASSOCIATION: The mission of TSA is to prepare members for the challenges of a dynamic world by promoting technological literacy, leadership, and problem solving, resulting in personal growth and opportunity. Members attend and compete in local, state and national competitions. LOWNDES MIDDLE SCHOOL 4-H CLUB: To assist youth in acquiring knowledge, developing life skills, and forming attitudes that will help them become self directing, productive, and contributing citizens. 4-H provides events, classes, activities, and forums at local, state, and national levels. All events are planned to enhance positive youth development and education. A full listing of state events can be found at: www.georgia4h.org



QUEST CLUB: To provide the students an opportunity to explore through travel, science topics and concepts while promoting science fair participation and experimentation. Members attend Page 32



science related field trips throughout the year.



FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA: Members participate in a variety of activities including participating in job shadow programs, planning community service projects, and earning recognition on the local, state, and national levels.



FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN ATHLETES: The mission of FCA is to present to athletes and coaches and all whom they influence the challenge and adventure of receiving Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, serving Him in their relationships and in the fellowship of the church. The organization provides an opportunity for Christian fellowship among students.



FISHING CLUB: Members should have an interest in fishing. Members attend monthly fishing trips in the local area.



BETA CLUB (7TH & 8TH GRADE): The purpose of the Beta Club shall be to promote the ideals of character, service and leadership among students, to reward meritorious achievement and to encourage and assist students in continuing their education after high school.



GUITAR CLUB: To bring students that play guitar together for the purpose of fun, research & performance. Members participate in a field trip to the GA Music Hall of Fame and perform in lunch time concerts.



VIKING PRESS: To report newsworthy and timely events in a forum published by student journalists. Promote writing skills, leadership and teamwork. Members write and publish a monthly or bi-monthly newspaper. SCRAPBOOK CLUB: To give students a way to express an appreciation for the snapshots of life through creative expression. Members create scrapbooks throughout the school year. TECHNOLOGY STUDENT ASSOCIATION: The mission of TSA is to prepare members for the challenges of a dynamic world by promoting technological literacy, leadership, and problem solving, resulting in personal growth and
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opportunity. Members attend and compete in local, state and national competitions. 8TH GRADE HERITAGE CLUB: To enhance students' cultural knowledge of people and places outside of their own and support academic instruction. Members participate in a field trip to Savannah, GA.



BOOK CLUB: To allow students to enrich their academic experience by reading new books and discussing the impact and meaning of the books in their life and to enrich and encourage younger children to read. Members also collect books to donate to younger readers and volunteer to read to children.



MATH TEAM: Students with an interest in math compete in Georgia Math League and Math Counts competitions.



ACADEMIC BOWL: Members compete with other students in academic subjects. Includes competitions within the school and with other middle schools in the area. STUDENT COUNCIL: To provide students an opportunity to express the concerns of the student body and to have an opportunity to participate in projects to make school a better place. Members will participate in activities and projects to make LMS a better place.



YEARBOOK: To allow 8th grade gifted students to create the yearly history of LMS. Members photograph and record events that occur at LMS throughout the year.



FFA: The National FFA Organization is dedicated to making a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education. Members participate in local, district, and state competitive events, local service projects, fundraisers and an annual awards banquet.



CHESS CLUB: Members learn the basics of the game of chess and spend time playing one another.
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FUTURE EDUCATORS OF AMERICA: Future Educators Association is an international program for middle and high school students interested in exploring careers in education. The FEA program not only helps students explore careers in education, but it also provides service opportunities and offers schools and communities a chance to shape their own future by shaping the future of the education profession. Current activities include campus clean-ups, social activities, float building, partnering with Clyattville Elementary where students assist teachers, recognizing teachers, sponsoring needy families, fundraisers, etc. PINE GROVE MIDDLE SCHOOL 4-H CLUB: The Cooperative Extension System’s educational program for young people. Projects and trips are part of the 4-H program. BAND: The band is open to students who start beginning band in the 6th grade or transfer to Pine Grove Middle from a band program at another school. BETA CLUB: Students are invited to participate based on academics.



CHORUS: The PGM chorus is open to any student who desires to participate. The chorus has several performances each year. DUKE TALENT SEARCH (School Day Only): Students are invited to participate based on previous standardized test scores.



FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN ATHLETES (FCA): An interdenominational, school-based, Christian sports organization open to all students whether or not one participates on a school athletic team. FISHING CLUB: An organization devoted to developing skills in fishing. The group goes on fishing field trips.



FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA (FBLA): A student organization that brings together business and education. The organization is open to all students interested in business leadership. FFA:  an organization for students interested in agriculture, building leadership skills, learning about career opportunities, going on field trips, competing Page 33



at local, state and national level - and making friends that last a lifetime!



NEWS CREW (School Day Only): Student organization responsible for the daily production of the PGM News broadcast. LITERARY MAGAZINE: The publication of student writing. MATH TEAM: The math team competes against other middle schools in mathematics. Members must compete for positions.



SCRAPBOOK CLUB: This club gives students a way to express an appreciation for the snapshots of life through creative expression. Members create scrapbooks throughout the school year.



SPELLING BEE: School, county, district, state and national competition for three top spellers from each academic team. TECHNOLOGY STUDENT ASSOCIATION (TSA): An organization devoted to developing skills in the area of technology through competitive activities.



WRITING FAIR: Allows students to submit their own writings to be judged based on creativity, originality, and grammar among other things. YEARBOOK: The club plans and assembles the school yearbook. Y-CLUB: This club provides many service projects at the school and has a variety of social events.



CLYATTVILLE ELEMENTARY CHORUS: The club's mission is to promote the appreciation and performance of musical selections; members perform at PTO, local church organization, and for CES students. GUITAR: The club's mission is to promote the appreciation and performance of guitar music; members perform at PTO and for CES students.



SCIENCE CLUB: to promote healthy attitudes toward maintaing the environment and to encourage a love of science while improving science skills and concept knowledge. RHYTHMS TEAM: our mission is to promote good Page 34



health and teamwork through participation in rhythms activities, club performs at PTO, for CES students, several local organizations, and at the Georgia PE Teacher conference at Jekyll Island.



JUNIOR BETA: The mission is to promote the ideals of honesty, service, morality, ethical conduct, and leadership among elementary school students, to reward meritorious achievement, and to encourage and assist students in continuing their education after high school.



4-H CLUB: To assist youth in acquiring knowledge, developing life skills, and forming attitudes that will help them become self directing, productive, and contributing citizens. 4-H provides events, classes, activities, and forums at local, state, and national levels. All events are planned to enhance positive youth development and education. A full listing of state events can be found at http://www.georgia4h.org



DEWAR ELEMENTARY 4-H CLUB: To assist youth in acquiring knowledge, developing life skills, and forming attitudes that will help them become self directing, productive, and contributing citizens. 4-H provides events, classes, activities, and forums at local, state, and national levels. All events are planned to enhance positive youth development and education. A full listing of state events can be found at: www.georgia4h.org



JUNIOR BETA (5th Grade): The mission is to promote the ideals of honesty, service, morality, ethical conduct, and leadership among elementary school students, to reward meritorious achievement, and to encourage and assist students in continuing their education after high school. Members plan and implement community service projects. HAHIRA ELEMENTARY 4-H CLUB: To assist youth in acquiring knowledge, developing life skills, and forming attitudes that will help them become self directing, productive, and contributing citizens. 4-H provides events, classes, activities, and forums at local, state, and national levels. All events are planned to enhance positive youth development and education. A full listing of state events can be found at www.georgia4h.org
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STUDENT COUNCIL (5th Grade): Members represent the student body. Members run the morning news show and organize activities and fundraisers to benefit the school.



SAFETY PATROL (5th Grade): Members monitor the hallways, car drop off areas and bus loading areas. They help younger children get to class on time.



CHOIR (4th and 5th grade): The mission is to promote the appreciation and performance of musical selections; members give two major performances each year, as well as occasional performances at PTO meetings and/or local events.



JUNIOR BETA (5th Grade): The mission is to promote the ideals of honesty, service, morality, ethical conduct, and leadership among elementary school students, to reward meritorious achievement, and to encourage and assist students in continuing their education after high school. Members plan and implement community service projects. TINIKLING CLUB (4 and 5th grade): To assist youth in acquiring knowledge, developing skills, communicating and forming attitudes that will help them present Tinikling performances.



LAKE PARK ELEMENTARY JUNIOR BETA : The mission is to promote the ideals of honesty, service, morality, ethical conduct, and leadership among elementary school students, to reward meritorious achievement, and to encourage and assist students in continuing their education after high school. Members plan and implement community service projects. 4-H CLUB: To assist youth in acquiring knowledge, developing life skills, and forming attitudes that will help them become self directing, productive, and contributing citizens. 4-H provides events, classes, activities, and forums at local, state, and national levels. All events are planned to enhance positive youth development and education. A full listing of state events can be found at: www.georgia4h.org CHESS CLUB: offers instruction in chess fundamentals to students in grades 4 and 5. This gives them an opportunity to challenge themselves as they develop the thought processes.
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PE CLUB: inspires students to participate in fitness and fun activities. The club represents LP at various community events such as parades, Christmas festivals, CPIE etc. The club is open to fifth grade students. They practice before school 2 days a week. MOULTON-BRANCH ELEMENTARY BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA PACK 404: to build character in young people through training them in the responsibilities of participating citizenship and personal fitness; members are also responsible for raising the flag each school morning.



4-H CLUB: To assist youth in acquiring knowledge, developing life skills, and forming attitudes that will help them become self directing, productive, and contributing citizens. 4-H and Georgia schools have been partners for more than 100 years. 4-H provides events, classes, activities, and forums at local, state, and national levels. All events are planned to enhance positive youth development and education. A full listing of state events can be found at www.georgia4h.org JUNIOR BETA CLUB: The mission is to promote the ideals of honesty, service, morality, ethical conduct, and leadership among elementary school students, to reward meritorious achievement, and to encourage and assist students in continuing their education after high school. Members plan and implement community service projects.



PINE GROVE ELEMENTARY 4-H CLUB: To assist youth in acquiring knowledge, developing life skills, and forming attitudes that will help them become self directing, productive, and contributing citizens. 4-H and Georgia schools have been partners for more than 100 years. 4-H provides events, classes, activities, and forums at local, state, and national levels. All events are planned to enhance positive youth development and education. A full listing of state events can be found at http://www.georgia4h.org CHORUS CLUB: The club's mission is to promote the appreciation and performance of musical selections; members perform at PTO, local church organizations, and for PGE students.



Page 35



WESTSIDE ELEMENTARY 4-H CLUB: To assist youth in acquiring knowledge, developing life skills, and forming attitudes that will help them become self directing, productive, and contributing citizens. 4-H and Georgia schools have been partners for more than 100 years. 4-H provides events, classes, activities, and forums at local, state, and national levels. All events are planned to enhance positive youth development and education. A full listing of state events can be found at http://www.georgia4h.org TINIKLING CLUB: To assist youth in acquiring knowledge, developing skills, communicating and forming attitudes that will help them present Tinikling performances. Tiniklers have performed for the Physical Education Conference, Cultural Asian Fair, schools, as well as other organizations across the southeast area.



FIELD TRIPS



The Student Code of Conduct is applicable and enforceable on all school field trips. Principals reserve the right to determine student participation in field trips due to excessive behavior problems. No student shall be allowed to drive their personal vehicles on school sponsored field trips. Any exceptions to the field trip regulations must be approved by the superintendent or designee prior to the trip.



STUDENT COMPLAINTS & GRIEVANCES



The Board has established procedures to provide a formal method for the resolution of any grievance concerning the treatment of students by district personnel, if the treatment is alleged to violate either district policy or student legal rights. These formal procedures should not be used unless informal conferences with the appropriate teachers and principal do not resolve the matter. For specific Page 36



information on these procedures, ask the school principal.



STUDENT REPORTING OF ACTS OF SEXUAL ABUSE OR SEXUAL  MISCONDUCT



(a) Any student (or parent or friend of a student) who has been the victim of an act of sexual abuse or sexual misconduct by a teacher, administrator or other school system employee is urged to make an oral report of the act to any teacher, counselor or administrator at his/her school.



(b) Any teacher, counselor or administrator receiving a report of sexual abuse or sexual misconduct of a student by a teacher, administrator or other employee shall make an oral report of the incident immediately by telephone or otherwise to the school principal or principal’s designee, and shall submit a written report of the incident to the school principal or principal’s designee within 24 hours. If the principal is the person accused of the sexual abuse or sexual misconduct, the oral and written reports should be made to the superintendent or the superintendent’s designee. (c) Any school principal or principal’s designee receiving a report of sexual abuse as defined in O.C.G.A. 19-7-5 shall make an oral report immediately, but in no case later than 24 hours from the time there is reasonable cause to believe a child has been abused. The report should be made by telephone and followed by a written report in writing, if requested, to a child welfare agency providing protective services, as designated by the Department of Human Resources, or, in the absence of such agency, to an appropriate police authority or district attorney.



Reports of acts of sexual misconduct against a student by a teacher, administrator or other employee not covered by O.C.G.A. 19-7-5 or 20-2-1184 shall be investigated immediately by school or system personnel. If the investigation of the allegation of sexual misconduct indicates a reasonable cause to believe that the report of sexual misconduct is valid, the school principal or principal’s designee shall make an immediate written report Code of Conduct/Student Handbook



to the superintendent and the Professional Standards Commission Ethics Division.



GEORGIA STUDENT HEALTH SURVEY II



The "No Child Left Behind" federal legislation requires that school systems conduct an anonymous student assessment about alcohol, drug use, and violence. This data will assist us in assessing our success or failure of programs designed to teach students the health and safety value of not using alcohol and drugs, and finding non-violent solutions to problems. To gather this information, the state of Georgia uses the Georgia Student Health Survey II in all school systems in grades 6-12. Participation in this survey is completely voluntary. The survey will be given to students in grades 6-12. If you prefer that your child not participate, please inform the school, in writing. A copy of the questionnaire is available at the office if you would like to review its content.



If you, as a parent/guardian, object to your child participating in this program, the objection must be presented in writing to the principal of the school where your student is enrolled within 10 days after the student's enrollment date.



MIDDLE SCHOOL HUMAN GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT



Middle school students in grades 6-8 receive instruction in human growth and development as outlined by curriculum approved by the Georgia Department of Education. Students are separated in same sex classes for portions of the instruction. Parents may choose for their children to not participate in the human growth and development curriculum by informing the school principal in writing within 10 days after the student's enrollment date.



FLOWERS & BALLOONS Balloons are prohibited on all Lowndes County School buses. Delivery of flowers, balloons and other gifts to school for Valentine's Day is also prohibited.



TALKING ABOUT TOUCHING: PERSONAL SAFETY CURRICULUM



Lowndes County Elementary Schools use "Talking About Touching: A Personal Safety Curriculum" for grades K-5. This program teaches children skills that will help keep them safe from dangerous or abusive situations. Children also learn to ask for help when they need it. The program is divided into three units: * Personal Safety - This unit teaches children rules that will help keep them safe in potentially dangerous situations. * Touching Safety - This unit focuses on teaching children to identify unsafe touches and to say "No," get away, and tell a grown-up if someone tries to touch their private body parts. Children are also taught to not keep secrets about touching. * Assertiveness and Support - This unit gives children a chance to practice getting out of unsafe situations and to ask grown-ups for help if needed.
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INTERROGATIONS & SEARCHES



The principal (or representative) of each school has the authority to conduct reasonable interrogations and searches of students. Searches: The district endeavors to provide a safe and secure environment for all students. The Board authorizes reasonable searches of students performed by authorized school officials. Searches based on reasonable suspicion may proceed without hindrance or delay, but they shall be conducted in a manner which ensures that students are not arbitrarily stripped of personal privacy.



Reasonable Suspicion shall exist where a particular student is: 1. Observed by school officials or employees to be in possession of drugs or other improper goods or substances such as: alcohol, stolen property, weapons, other dangerous substances, instrumentalities or contraband or 2. Appears to be acting suspicious or in such an unusual manner as to suggest the likelihood of such possession or 3. Where reliable sources report to school officials any of the matters referred to in (1) or (2). Page 37



School Property: School lockers, desks, and other school property shall be subject to inspection by school authorities at all times. Students are advised that the school has reserved this right.



Student Searches: Searches of students and their personal property (including vehicles) shall be conducted by the school officials without the aid of law enforcement officers, except in unusual circumstances. All individual searches shall be conducted based on reasonable suspicion.



Search of Vehicles & Lockers: All student lockers and vehicles located on campus shall be subject to random searches.



STUDENT DRESS & APPEARANCE CODE



In order to maintain an appropriate climate for learning, the following dress code has been established for Lowndes County Schools. On a case-by-case basis, administrators or designee may ban items that disrupt the learning environment. Teachers may refer any student whose appearance causes distractions to the learning environment to an administrator for corrective or disciplinary action.



Pre-Kindergarten - 12th Grade



* Clothing, hair style and color, jewelry, tattoos, including temporary tattoos, body carvings, face paintings, or hand-carried items may not distract from the normal learning environment of any Lowndes County School. * Clothing articles, jewelry, bags, and other items brought onto school property must be clean and not create a safety or health hazard. * Jewelry, clothing, or any article that can be used as a weapon may not be brought onto Lowndes County School property. * All students must maintain appropriate hygiene standards (i.e., free of excessive body dirt, grease, oils, odor, etc.). * Hair must be clean, neatly kept and pose no safety or health hazard. * All clothing items and accessories will be worn as intended by the manufacturer. * Underwear will be worn with all clothing combinations and must not be visible to others. * Clothing articles designed to cover the body may not be constructed of see-through materials such as Page 38



mesh, net, sheer, clear plastic, or 'cut-out' materials unless worn over an acceptable garment. * Belts, buttons, zippers, suspenders, snaps or other similar items will be fastened appropriately. Holes or rips in clothing are not allowed above the knee. Discretion will be used by administration or designee when holes are formed by accident. * Jewelry piercing the nose, lips, tongue, and other facial areas will not be worn. * Clothing, shoes and jewelry worn during P.E. or other extra-curricular activities must be appropriate and will be at the discretion of the teacher. * Hair curlers, picks, and combs will not be worn in the hair. * Head coverings (e.g. hats, caps, bandannas, scarves, sweatbands, or hoods affixed to other articles of clothing), gloves, and sunglasses will not be worn inside of buildings. * All items worn or carried will not include any written or pictorial messages that promote the use of alcohol, tobacco, illegal drugs, or any other illegal product/activity and must not contain any derogatory racial, religious, sexual, ethnic implications or any obscene language. * It is suggested that the student's name be affixed to removable clothing articles (i.e., coats, gloves, caps).



Pants, Skirts, Dresses, Jumpers & Shorts * Must not be overly tight, extremely loose, or extend past the sole of the shoe. * Must be an appropriate size at the waistband of the garment. * Must be a modest length, with the guideline being no shorter than 3 inches above the knee cap when the student is standing straight up. Any open pleats, vents, or slits must also be no more than three inches above the knee. * Must cover the buttocks entirely (go up to the natural waist). * Leggings are permitted if worn with skirts and dresses of appropriate length. *Clothing must not have excessive rips or holes that expose the body. Shirts, Sweaters, Dresses, & Vests * Will not excessively expose breast/chest areas or undergarments. * Necklines should be appropriately modest, no lower than two inches below the top of the sternum
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(breastbone), with no part of the bosom visible. * Must cover all the abdominal and back area during the course of normal daily activities (walking, standing, sitting and raising arms). * Shirts and blouses extending below the buttocks must be tucked in. Shirts and blouses must be buttoned, unless worn as a jacket over an acceptable shirt. *The entire shoulder must be covered. (Tank tops, spaghetti straps, tube tops, and halter tops, etc. are not allowed). Discretion may be used with elementary students. Shoes * Must be worn at all times. * Must be in good repair. * Cleats, taps, spurs, or other unnecessary objects will not be affixed to shoes. * All shoes with laces must be laced and tied or tucked. * All buckles or Velcro must be fastened. * No footwear with wheels affixed to the sole of the shoe. Ex: Heelies Not Permitted (All Grades) * Spandex * Cut-offs * Undershirts, worn as an outer shirt



Lowndes Alternative Program The Lowndes Alternative Program has a separate dress code, which is given to students upon transfer into the program and is posted on the Lowndes High School website.



MEDICINES (BOARD POLICY JGCD)



The school principal or designee may administer medication prescribed by a doctor if all of the following requirements are met:



A. All medicine shall be in the ORIGINAL, LABELED PRESCRIPTION container, on which the doctor’s instructions are given. B. Written instructions from a doctor as how to administer (amount, time, etc.) must be shown.



C. A written request by the parent or guardian must be
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submitted to the school to administer the medication. D. The school shall keep a written daily report of the medication administered, including the student’s name, type of medicine, date and time. No aspirin will be given to students, even though the parent may approve/request such be done. Other medications which are free from aspirin may be considered for administration. E. A parent or responsible adult designated by the parent must deliver all medication to a designated school employee. Students with a physician prescribed need for autoinjectable epinephrine or an asthma inhaler may possess and use the prescribed medication while in school, at a school sponsored activity, while under the supervision of school personnel, or while in before-school or after-school care on school operated property provided the proper authorization form obtained from the school has been completed by the physician and parent and returned to the school.



A student health form shall be distributed annually to students for parent signatures. The form shall include: A. A statement of the requirements for prescription medication listed above. B. Parental permission for the school to administer nonprescription medication and minor first aid. C. A listing of any disease, handicap, infirmities, etc. that restrict the student’s activities. A doctor’s statement should be attached where appropriate.



HEAD LICE PROCEDURE



Students may be routinely checked for lice. Parents are encouraged to check children at home weekly if there is reason to do so. If your child is found to have head lice: * You will be called to pick up your child. * You will be notified in writing using a standardized letter. The letter will be mailed or given to you in person. The letter will include procedures for treatment and prevention of re-infection. * For school readmission, proof of freedom from lice and nits must be presented in the form of documentation from a physician or public health agency. * Under normal circumstances, no more than three (3) days from school should be missed due to head lice. With prompt treatment and nit removal, Page 39



computer, operating system or network, run programs not on the menu, or attempt to do anything they are not specifically authorized to do. Students may not download, install, or use STUDENT TRANSPORTATION games or any other unauthorized program on Students living outside the Valdosta city limits and any school’s computer or computer system. within Lowndes County and who live more than 1.5 Students are responsible for ensuring that any miles from school are eligible for bus transportation. computers or computing devices, diskettes, Contact the Transportation Department, 245-2257, CDs, memory sticks, USB flash drives, or for additional information about routes and pick-up other forms of storage media that they bring in times. from outside the school are virus free and do not TECHNOLOGY USE: INTERVIEWING, PHOTOGRAPHING, contain any IMPLEMENTATION, unauthorized or & VIDEOTAPING OF STUDENTS BY inappropriate files. REGULATIONS, & children should be able to return to school the next day.



GUIDELINES SUMMARY



STAFF OR NEWS MEDIA



Students have no Students may be photographed, expectation of privacy in Technology is an integral videotaped, or interviewed by the their use of and storage part of the learning news media or by school officials at on the Lowndes County experiences in the School System network Lowndes County Schools. school or a school activity or events and such photographs, video tapes, or on any online storage Students will use these and interviews may be published, solution provided by the resources to acquire school system. Any including internet publication. If knowledge, to seek, access from a school you, as a parent/guardian, object to computer, including evaluate, and create your student being photographed, internet browsing and information, and to video taped, interviewed or the use of electronic mail, is communicate and display of their work the objection subject to monitoring collaborate with others. must be presented in writing to the and may be visible The use of the system’s principal of the school where your through routine computers and network is student is enrolled within 10 days maintenance. Monitoring a privilege that requires after the student's enrollment date. and maintenance may each student to act lead to the discovery responsibly. The student that a user is violating shall be accountable for this use policy and implementing regulation, other Lowndes any violations of this Acceptable Use Policy, County School System’s policies, or the law. as they would be for any other classroom Such violations will be reported and disciplinary incident. A student and his/her appropriate action taken. parents shall be responsible for damages resulting from a violation of this policy and shall be liable for costs incurred for service or repair. Students are only allowed to utilize the computers and network to retrieve information and run specific software applications as directed by their teacher. Students are not permitted to explore the configuration of the Page 40



With the permission of the school administration and the classroom teacher, the student may use a personal computing device at school for instructional purposes. A student’s personal device may be connected to a school wireless network only upon specific permission of the school administration and the Technology Director. Use of this personal device will be governed
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by this Acceptable Use Policy, and the device will be subject to monitoring and inspection by school authorities. Bullying - The Lowndes County Schools System has adopted policies prohibiting bullying. Students should not use personal or school-owned technology resources to threaten, harass, or intimidate others. Prohibited behaviors include, but are not limited to: 



•Cyberstalking or engaging in conduct to communicate, or to cause to be communicated, words, images, or language by or through the use of electronic mail or electronic communication, directed at or about a specific person, causing substantial emotional distress to the victim



•Cyberbullying or the willful, hostile and repeated harassment and intimidation of a person through the use of digital technologies, including, but not limited to, email, blogs, social networking websites (e.g. MySpace, Facebook, etc.) chat rooms, texts, and instant messaging •The use of cameras or camera phones to take embarrassing photographs or videos of students or school employees and posting them online •Sending abusive or threatening text messages or instant messages •Using websites to circulate gossip and rumors to other students



The student SHALL •Login to the Lowndes County Schools network using his or her assigned username and password (when a username and password has been provided to the student) •Identify himself or herself by first name only when posting on any wiki, blog, or other webbased tool provided by or authorized by the Lowndes County Schools



•Give credit for information found through internet research when used in a class project
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or paper



•Only use public domain or creative commons licensed images in class projects



•Notify the teacher or media specialist if he or she inadvertently browses to an inappropriate site on the Internet



•Use a school system-provided email account only for instructional purposes and as directed by his or her teacher (if provided with an email account by the school system). The student SHALL NOT •Use the school system’s computer hardware, network, or Internet link in a manner that is inconsistent with a teacher’s directions and generally-accepted network etiquette



•Seek or initiate access to inappropriate material on the internet, including (but not limited to) abusive, obscene, sexually-oriented material, or hate speech •Use the school computers or network for illegal activity, such as copying or downloading copyrighted software, music, or images, or for violation of copyright laws



•Purposely bring on premises or infect any school computer or network with a virus, Trojan, or program designed to damage, alter, destroy or provide access to unauthorized data or information •Gain access or attempt to access unauthorized or restricted network resources or the data and documents of another person, nor will the student alter or delete the data belonging to others or to the school system •Use or attempt to use the password or account of another person or use a computer while logged on under another user’s account •Use the school’s computers or network while access privileges have been suspended.



•Alter or attempt to alter the configuration of a Page 41



computer, network electronics, the operating system, or any of the software. •Vandalize, disconnect or disassemble any network or computer component.



•Utilize the computers and network to retrieve information or run software applications not assigned by their teacher or inconsistent with school policy •Provide another student with user account information or passwords



in accordance with the discipline measures recommended by that other policy or regulation. The Lowndes County Schools System will fully cooperate with local, state, and federal officials in any investigation concerning or relating to any illegal activities conducted through the district’s technology, as permitted or in compliance with federal and state laws.



Acknowledgement: In revising our system acceptable use policy, we adopted much of our language from the Forsyth County Schools Computers and Network Resources Student Acceptable Use Guidelines.



•Bring on premises any computer, disk or storage device that contains a software IMPORTANT NOTICE: application or utility that could be used to Lowndes County Schools will take measures to filter alter the configuration and monitor resources and information accessed of the operating through its information and data systems. Although system or network equipment, scan or a conscious effort will be made by professionals to probe the network, or deter the access to materials that are inappropriate provide access to unauthorized areas or for the educational setting, no safeguard is data. foolproof. The user is responsible for not seeking or



GOOGLE Apps for Education



The Lowndes County Schools system has adopted Google Apps for Education to provide free online communication and productivity tools for students and teachers. Google initiating access to inappropriate material. •Download, access Apps for Education via e-mail or file (GAFE) accounts are provided for all students in grades 3sharing, or install any software or programs 12. With GAFE accounts, students can create documents, not specifically authorized by Technology spreadsheets, and presentations anywhere they have an Department personnel. internet connection. Students will be able to share to their teachers and collaborate with their peers, working together •Bypass or attempt to circumvent network on class assignments at school or at home. GAFE is one security, virus protection, network filtering, or tool we hope to use to develop in all our students the key policies. 21st century skills of communication, collaboration, creativity, and critical thinking. Violations – Violations of any of the Student email accounts will be made available at the provisions of this use and implementation request of each school’s leadership. School leadership will policy will result in restricting or discontinuing communicate guidelines and expectations for email use to a user’s use of the Lowndes County Schools students and their parents. System’s technology and may result in other disciplinary and/or legal action. For students, We are providing this notification to the parents of children disciplinary action will be tailored to meet the 12 and younger so that the system can be compliant with specific violation. If the violation also involves the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA) The a violation of other Lowndes County Board of only information the school system transfers to Google in Education policies or implementing the creation of students accounts is the child’s first name, regulations, including policy JCDA – Code of last name, and expected graduation year. Student Conduct, the violation will be handled Page 42
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No personal information is collected for commercial purposes in our GAFE domain, and Google Apps for Education services do not collect or use student data for advertising purposes or create advertising profiles. Google provides an overview of their commitment to student security and privacy at this site: https://www.google.com/edu/trust/.



Access to and use of GAFE is a privilege. The district maintains the right to withdraw access when there is reason to believe violations of law or district policies have occurred. The alleged violation will be referred to the principal for further investigation. Pending review, a user account may be terminated as part of such action.



FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS & PRIVACY ACT (FERPA)



Confidentiality of student records shall be preserved while access is provided to parents, eligible students (those over eighteen years of age or enrolled in post-secondary educational institutions), professional educators with legitimate educational interests, and those federal or state officials whose access is authorized in connection with an audit or evaluation of federal or state supported education programs or for the enforcement or compliance with federal legal requirements related to those programs. The Superintendent shall direct the publication of procedures through which parents or eligible students may request the correction of errors in student records. The Board of Education designates the following information as "directory information:” *Student’s name *Address *Telephone listing *Photograph *Date and place of birth *Dates of attendance *Grade level *Teacher, Coach or Advisor Assignment *Participation in officially recognized activities and Code of Conduct/Student Handbook



sports *Weight and height of members of athletic teams *Honors and awards received



Unless a parent or eligible student makes a written request to the principal of the school where the student is enrolled, within ten (10) days of enrollment, that such information not be designated directory information on the individual student, such information will not be considered confidential and may be disclosed upon request. Student records shall be provided to schools within or outside the school district upon request of the school where a student is enrolling in accordance with Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-5-1-.14, Transfer of Student Records.



Procedures For Obtaining Access to Student Records: Any parent whose parental rights have not been specifically revoked by court order, any guardian, or any individual acting as a parent in the absence of a parent or guardian may inspect the education records of his or her child. Generally, a parent will be permitted to obtain a copy of education records of his child upon reasonable notice and payment of reasonable copying costs.



With the exception of directory information as defined above, personally identifiable information will not be released by the school system from an education record without prior written consent of the parent or eligible student except where authorized by federal law. These circumstances include, but are not limited to: * Disclosures will be made to school administrators, teachers or other professionals employed or associated by the school system who have some role in evaluating or educating the student. * Records will be sent to a school where the student has enrolled upon request of the institution. * Disclosures will be made to federal or state officials in connection with the audit of educational Page 43



programs. * Disclosures will be made in connection with financial aid applications of the student to determine the eligibility for and amount of aid as well as enforcement of the terms and conditions of financial aid. * Disclosures will be made to comply with state law, Internal Revenue Service laws and regulations, judicial orders or lawfully issued subpoenas. Unless otherwise required by a judicial order or federal grand jury subpoena, a reasonable effort will be made to notify parents or students in advance of such disclosures. * Disclosures will be made to organizations conducting studies on behalf of or by educational institutions for the purpose of developing, validating or administering predictive tests, administering student aid programs and improving instruction. * Disclosures will be made to accrediting institutions to carry out their accrediting function. * Disclosures will be made in connection with a health or safety emergency. * Disclosures will be made to the Attorney General of the United States or to his or her designee in response to an ex parte order in connection with the investigation or prosecution of terrorism crimes specified in 18 U.S.C. 2332(b)(5)(B) and 2331. Each records custodian in the school district shall maintain a record of each request for access to and each disclosure of personally identifiable information from the educational records of a student in accordance with regulations governing the Act.



A parent or eligible student who believes his record contains an error may request its correction by submitting a written explanation of the error and the basis for believing it to be in error to the principal or his or her designee, who shall investigate and determine whether or not to amend the record. If the matter cannot be thus resolved, a parent or eligible student may request a hearing pursuant to federal regulations at 34 C.F.R. 99,21-99.22 as well as applicable state regulations. If the hearing results in a determination that the record contained erroneous information, it shall be corrected and the parent or eligible student shall be informed in writing of the correction; if the information contained in the record is determined not to be erroneous, the parent may place a statement in the record Page 44



commenting upon the contested information and stating the basis for disagreement. The statement shall thereafter be disclosed whenever the portion to which it relates is disclosed.



Even though rights under FERPA transfer from the parents to the student at the age of 18, a school may disclose a student’s education records, without the consent of the student, if the student is a dependent for tax purposes. Neither the age of the student nor the parent’s status as a custodial parent is relevant. If the student is claimed as a dependent by either parent for tax purposes, then either parent may have access under this provision.



INFORMATION RELEASE



In cases of divorce, unless the school receives a legal document or copy of the divorce decree stating that one parent does not have access to the child or his/her records, we are obligated to treat both parents as a legal parent with access to the child and the child's records.



ESEA (ELEMENTARY SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT)- PARENT NOTICE



In compliance with the requirements of ESEA, the Lowndes County School System informs parents that they may request information about the professional qualifications of their student's teacher(s). The following information may be requested: 1) Whether the teacher has met Georgia Professional Standards Commission requirements for certification for the grade level and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction; 2) whether the teacher is teaching under an emergency or other provisional status through which Georgia qualifications or certification criteria have been waived; 3) the college major and any graduate certification or degree held by the teacher; 4) whether the student is provided services by paraprofessionals, and if so, their qualifications. If you wish to request information concerning your child's teacher's qualifications, please contact the principal at your child's school.
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Local educational agencies are required to notify parents if a teacher who is not highly qualified is teaching their child a core academic content course. Parental notification is required if a teacher who is not highly qualified teaches their child for four consecutive weeks or more. Parental notification is not required for teachers who are not teacher of record for core academic subjects. Parent notification is not required for paraprofessionals who are not highly qualified. Please note that effective the 2006-2007 school year, the parent notification requirement applies to teachers who teach core academic content subjects in Title I and Non-Title I schools and programs. The Ethics Division of the Professional Standards Commission is responsible for enforcing the Code of Ethics for Educators in Georgia. Standard 4 of the Code states An educator shall exemplify honesty and integrity in the course of professional practice. Unethical conduct as it relates to ESEA includes but is not limited to, falsifying, misrepresenting or omitting: *professional qualifications of teachers reported to as highly qualified; *information notifying parents that they may request information regarding the teachers professional qualifications; *information notifying parents if a teacher who is not highly qualified is teaching their child a core academic content course; *information submitted to federal and state governmental agencies; and *information submitted in the course of professional practice.



LOWNDES COUNTY TITLE I SCHOOLS



SCHOOL-WIDE PROGRAMS:  Clyattville Elementary Lake Park Elementary* Moulton Branch Elementary* Pine Grove Elementary Lowndes Middle School



*REWARD SCHOOLS: recognized for high achievement



The purpose of the Title I program is to support the entire educational program through additional funds. Title I
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programs focus on parental notification and involvement. Parents are encouraged to become partners with the schools in the planning, revision and implementation of parent involvement activities, school improvement plans, and the LEA’s comprehensive improvement plan (CLIP). Parents are encouraged to attend the Annual Title I meeting held at each school. The Parent Involvement Plans, Parent Involvement Policies, District Improvement Plans and Policies are available on the school and district websites. In addition, copies are available upon request. Additional information is available at www.lowndes.k12.ga.us and www.ga.doe.k12.ga.us.



SECTION 504



Any student or parent or guardian (“grievant”) may request an impartial hearing due to the school system’s actions or inactions regarding your child's identification, evaluation, or educational placement under Section 504. Requests for an impartial hearing must be in writing to the school system’s Section 504 Coordinator; however, a grievant’s failure to request a hearing in writing does not alleviate the school system’s obligation to provide an impartial hearing if the grievant orally requests an impartial hearing through the school system’s Section 504 Coordinator. The school system’s Section 504 Coordinator will assist the grievant in completing the written Request for Hearing. The Section 504 Coordinator may be contacted through the school system’s central office. Copies of the 504 Procedural Safeguards and Notice of Rights of Students and Parents Under Section 504 may be found at the system website or may be picked up at the central office or at any of the school offices.



EMERGENCY CLOSING OF SCHOOLS PROCEDURES



The superintendent, under the advisement of the Board of Education Chairman or Vice-chairman, may close, delay opening, or order early or late dismissal of schools in event of hazardous weather, epidemics, or other emergencies which threaten the safety or health of students or staff members. All Day School Closing: The decision to close one or all schools in the system for an entire day will be made prior to 5:00 AM that day, so there is adequate time to notify all parties. The superintendent must decide if the closing shall apply to all facilities, all students, and all staff or
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certain employees or schools. Example: No one reports to work; only the administrative staff reports to work; all certified staff reports to work, etc.



In the absence of the superintendent, the Assistant Superintendent will make a decision. If the Assistant Superintendent is absent, the Superintendent will designate someone to make the decision. A Chain of Command Communications Plan is then implemented to notify all parties. Each school will develop a similar communication plan to notify all school staff.



Partial Day School Closing: The same procedures for all day school closing shall apply to partial day school closing, with exceptions as noted below. Any decision for partial day closing must be made so that adequate time is given for notification to all parties involved. A decision must also be made, in conjunction with the transportation director, on how to handle the transportation pick-up and drop-off system in the event of any partial day closing. Procedures for communicating partial day closing are the same as for all day closing. Emergency Plans: An Emergency Preparedness Plan shall be prepared by the principal and school staff to deal with emergencies, either natural or man made.



SCHOOL NUTRITION PROGRAM



In accordance with Federal Law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (Voice). Individuals who are hearing impaired or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. General Program Information: It is our privilege to provide low cost nutritious breakfast and lunch Page 46



meals to all students and staff of the Lowndes County Schools. Nutrition is a very important part of the education process since a hungry child cannot learn.



Lowndes County School Nutrition meals adhere to the USDA dietary guidelines and requirements. Our menus offered are analyzed to reduce calories from fat while ensuring proper amounts of nutrients and total calorie intake for different age groups. Your child should receive a cycle menu chart with dates listed for the entire year. Monthly menus are available on the Lowndes County Schools homepage on the internet at www.lowndes.k12.ga.us for breakfast and lunch.



Foods and Beverages Brought Into School Cafeterias During the School Day – USDA regulations prohibit the sale of non-nutritional foods and carbonated beverages during meal times in the cafeteria at all school levels. With this in mind and in order to encourage better nutrition and develop healthy eating habits, students or their parents are not allowed to bring foods to school from outside restaurants until after the last lunch period is over. Of course, lunches sent with students when they come to school in the morning in lunch boxes, pails, or plain bags are allowed.



Meal Accounts: Each cafeteria has a computer program for tracking meals and payments. ALL Lowndes County School students were assigned a computer generated identification (ID) number with “692” denoting Lowndes County followed by five digits unique to each student. School nutrition uses the last five digits as their meal account PIN number. ALL students must learn their account number to use at the cashier station at the end of the meal line. Some schools use card scanners and students must bring their card to scan a bar code as they reach the cashier.



Meal Payment: Payment for school meals is due before the meal is eaten. Prepayment enables the meal line to move quickly, allowing more time for students to enjoy their meal. Select one of the two prepayment opportunities sited below. An account can be set up for each child on line to view what the student is buying and how much money is on his or her account. Money not used can be carried over Code of Conduct/Student Handbook



to the next school year even if the student will attend a different Lowndes County School. Since parents can now manage student accounts online, refunds of student payment will be made ONLY when the student exits Lowndes County Schools due to a family move or graduation. Prepayment On-Line: Families can check student meal accounts and prepay online through My School Bucks (http://myschoolbucks.com). Using the student's FULL ID number (692_ _ _ _ _) and a Master Card, Visa, or Discover credit/debit card, an online account can be set up to make payments or view the student participation report. “Automatic Replenish” is also available so that when the student account balance goes below an amount you specify, payment can be automatically deposited into the student's account via your credit card. When choosing the “Automatic Replenish” option, an ending date must be specified (ex., the last week of school). Otherwise, My School Bucks will continue automatic withdrawl through summer months. The website link can be found on any Lowndes County Schools website on the menu calendar page. If you request refunds for money that was imported to customer accounts from My School Bucks online, the three percent handling charge that Lowndes School Nutrition pays for each deposit will be deducted from the account total before issuing a refund check.



Prepayment by Cash or Check: At all school levels, prepayment may be made weekly or monthly in envelopes provided by the school. The student’s name and account number must be listed on the envelope in order to credit the proper account. Families with more than one student at the same school should send the cash or check SEPARATELY for each student. Checks are to be made to (School name or abbreviation) Nutrition Program with the student’s name and account (or PIN) number on the check. Other purchases from the school office or classroom must NOT be included with meal payments.
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Non Sufficient Fund (NSF) CHECKS: School Nutrition is no longer responsible for any part of the collection of NSF checks. Envision, a third party vendor, handles complete processing and collection of all NSF checks. NSF checks will be sent directly from the Lowndes County Schools Bank Account to the third party vendor. A $37.50 fee will be assessed by the third party vendor. The Lowndes School Nutrition Program will not accept checks from parents/guardians once they have submitted two (2) or more NSF checks since Envision will not guarantee payment for those checks. Once this happens, parents/guardians must send cash for student’s meals or use the online portal, My School Bucks, to prepay for student meals online using Master Card, VISA, or Discover credit/debit card. A notification letter will be sent to parents/guardians who reach this limit on NSF checks.



Free or Reduced Price Meals: Students may qualify for free school meals if they receive food stamps (SNAP, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF). Families may also qualify for free or reduced price meals based on family income. Families must complete a new application each year to determine eligibility. Family applications, rather than individual applications, are used. Only one application will be needed per family. Applications are available at each school and may also be printed from the Lowndes County Schools website (www.lowndes.k12.ga.us). ALL household members including all children must be listed. School locations are required for all school age children. Please make certain that your application reaches the school nutrition manager at one of the schools your children attend. If preferred, submit completed applications to the Lowndes County School Nutrition Program at the district location (1500 C. Lankford Drive, Valdosta, Georgia).  
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Meal Pricing: Paid student lunch prices increased this year as required by the federal law. See the following charts:  Elementary Schools



Full Price Reduced Price



Breakfast 5 Day Week



$6.25



Breakfast 1 Day



Breakfast 20 Day Month Lunch 1 Day



Lunch 5 Day Week



Lunch 20 Day Month Both Meals 1 Day



Both Meals 5 Day Week



$1.25



$0.30 $1.50



$25.00 $6.00 $1.90 $9.50



$0.40 $2.00



$38.00 $8.00 $3.15



$.70



$15.75 $3.50



Both Meals 20 Day Month $63.00 $14.00



Middle Schools &  High School



Full Price Reduced Price



Breakfast 5 Day Week



$6.25



Breakfast 1 Day



Breakfast 20 Day Month Lunch 1 Day



Lunch 5 Day Week



Lunch 20 Day Month Both Meals 1 Day



Both Meals 5 Day Week



$1.25



$0.30 $1.50



$25.00 $6.00 $2.10



$0.40



$10.50 $2.00 $42.00 $8.00 $3.35



$.70



$16.75 $3.50



Both Meals 20 Day Month $67.00 $14.00



Adult & Visitors Meal Prices Lunch - Educator Adults $3.00 (Including all Lowndes County Board of Education Employees) - Visitors $3.50 (Non-Educator Adults and Visitors of all Ages) - Second Student Lunch (USDA requires Adult Price) $3.00 Breakfast - Adult and Visitors of all ages $1.75 Page 48



Meal Charge Procedure for Elementary Schools



1. Payment is required when meals are selected. 2. Students are allowed to charge the cost of two day’s meals (2 breakfasts and 2 lunches). 3. Families will be notified by an automated phone call concerning unpaid balances each week. 4. A written reminder may be given to the student to take home to inform parents about charges. 5. If the charge amount is not paid in full, students will be offered a replacement meal at lunch consisting of a sandwich and milk OR at breakfast consisting of cereal and milk.



Meal Charge Procedure for Middle Schools 1. Payment is required when meals are selected. 2. Students are allowed to charge the cost of two day’s meals (2 breakfasts and 2 lunches). The student is required to sign a charge list at the cashier station when receiving a charged meal. 3. After two day’s unpaid meal charges, a student is offered a replacement meal until the negative balance is cleared. Replacement meals consist of a sandwich and milk for lunch and a cereal and milk for breakfast. At this time, the student must sign a form provided by the cashier, signifying they were offered the replacement meal and whether they accepted or declined the meal. 4.Families will be notified by an automated phone call concerning unpaid balances each week. 5. NO CHARGES are allowed the last week of each semester in December (December 15, 2015) and May (May 18, 2016). Meal Charge Procedure for High School 1. Payment is required when meals are purchased. 2. Students are allowed to charge only one meal until their account is paid in full. 3. No ala carte items may be charged. 4. Snack bar items can only be purchased with cash. 5. Families will be notified by an automated phone call concerning unpaid balances each week. 6. NO CHARGES are allowed during the last week before exams of each semester in December (December 15, 2015) and May (May 18, 2016).
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Parents and Students:



AFTER READING THE CODE OF CONDUCT & STUDENT/PARENT HANDBOOK, PLEASE SIGN THE FORM ON THE BACK OF THIS PAGE AND RETURN IT TO YOUR TEACHER WITHIN



10



DAYS.



If you object to your child participating in any of the following, you must contact their principal in writing within ten (10) days of the student’s enrollment:



* Georgia Student Health Survey II (see page 37) * Talking About Touching: A Personal Safety Curriculum (see page 37) * Middle School Human Growth & Development (see page 38) * Interviewing, photographing & videotaping of students by staff or the news media (see page 40) * Your child’s participation in any student club or organization (see pages 28-36 for a complete list of clubs & organizations for each school) * Google Apps for Education (see page 42) * Disclosure of directory information (see page 43)



IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS HANDBOOK OR ITS CONTENT PLEASE CONTACT YOUR SCHOOL OR THE CENTRAL OFFICE AT 245-2250.
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www.lowndes.k12.ga.us
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2015-2016 Student/Parent Handbook Acknowledgement



NOTICE TO PARENTS: After reading this handbook & reviewing it with your children, please sign above, detach this page, and have your child return it to school w i t h i n 1 0 d a y s .



By signing below, we acknowledge that our family has received a copy of the Student/Parent Handbook-Code of Conduct for the Lowndes County School System and that we have reviewed this Handbook with our child. We further acknowledge that the information presented is current as of July 1, 2015 and that updates may occur during the school year due to changes in state or local board policies and/or state laws. Updates will be posted online at www.lowndes.k12.ga.us and parents will be notified through the school district’s all-call phone system.



______________________________________________________________________________ Student’s Signature School Homeroom Teacher______________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________ Signature of Parent or Guardian Date



Field Trips We DO_____ DO NOT_____ (Please check only one) grant our permission for our child to participate in school field trips. We understand that the teacher will notify us with the specifics of field trips before they occur.



If you wish for your name & number/email to be added to a volunteer list, please complete the following: Email:____________________________________



#______________________ #__________________________ Page 50
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Lowndes County Schools 2015-2016 Calendar July 31 - August



Pre-planning



September 7



Labor Day Holiday



First Day of School



August 6



Fall Break



October 12



Thanksgiving Holiday



November 23 - 27



December 18



December 21 - January 1



January 4 and 5



January 6



January 18



February 15



February 16



March 28 - April 1 May 20



Early Release Day Christmas Holiday



Teacher Inservice Days



First Day of Second Semester Martin Luther King Holiday Winter Break



Student Holiday/Teacher Inservice Spring Break



Last Day of School; Early Release Post-planning



May 23 - 25



A printable calendar is available on our website: Code of Conduct/Student Handbook



www.lowndes.k12.ga.us
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Quick Reference Contact Information



Central Office (229) 245-2250 Mr. Wes Taylor, Superintendent Mr. Rodney Green, Assistant Superintendent Mr. Ken Overman, Assistant Superintendent (229) 316-1887 - Football Ticket Office Clyattville Elementary School (229) 559-7062 Dr. Debbie Brantley, Principal Mr. Tenry Berry, Assistant Principal



Dewar Elementary School (229) 219-1370 Ms. Katie Chappuis, Principal Ms. Lauren Sirmans, Assistant Principal Hahira Elementary School (229) 794-2626 Ms. Iris Mathis, Principal Mr. Neil Wilkes, Assistant Principal



Hahira Middle School (229) 794-2838 Ms. Stacy Dickey, Principal Mr. Tim Hatton, Assistant Principal



Lake Park Elementary School (229) 559-5153 Ms. Julie Klein, Principal Dr. Sam Lassiter, Assistant Principal



Lowndes High School (229) 245-2260 Mr. Jay Floyd, Principal Ms. Josie Brooks, Assistant Principal Ms. Tonya Brown, Assistant Principal Mr. Bruce Crook, Assistant Principal Ms. Janet Hendley, Assistant Principal Ms. Casey Page, Assistant Principal Ms. Krista Pearson, Assistant Principal Mr. Danny Redshaw, Assistant Principal
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Lowndes Middle School (229) 245-2280 Mr. Bill Haskin, Principal Ms. Jackie Crawford, Assistant Principal Mr. Matt Faircloth, Assistant Principal Moulton Branch Elementary School (229) 245-2294 Ms. Candice Johnson, Principal Ms. Beth Lind, Assistant Principal



Pine Grove Elementary School (229) 245-2297 Ms. Mickie Jones, Principal Ms. Becky Wetherington, Assistant Principal Pine Grove Middle School (229) 219-3234 Ms. Ivy Smith, Principal Mr. Sam Clemons, Jr., Assistant Principal Westside Elementary School (229) 245-2289 Ms. Suzanne Tanner, Principal Dr. Derald Jones, Assistant Principal Lowndes Alternative Program Parker Mathis Learning Center (229) 245-2271 Mr. Sol Summerlin, Director



Horizon Academy Parker Mathis Learning Center (229) 333-5227 Dr. Samuel Clemons, Regional Director Ms. Sara Lazari, Coordinator Transportation (229) 245-2257 Mr. Roger Christie, Director School Nutrition (229) 245-2243 Ms. Sharon Flythe, Director



www.lowndes.k12.ga.us
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