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Dec. 11, 2012



BG Board, Briefly Board OKs 4-year levy request, salutes award-winning schools, teachers, PTA Battle Ground School Board meeting of Saturday, Dec. 8: See a recap of this meeting on the school district website, battlegroundps.org. The website article covers the only two items on Saturday’s agenda: finalizing (with public participation) the district’s strategic-plan priorities and action on a replacement levy for educational programs, maintenance and operations. Battle Ground School Board meeting of Monday, Dec. 10:



What’s going on here? See following page.



Board briefings: Power lines, special education In the public work session that preceded the regular meeting, the Board was briefed by consultant Cathy Golik on the status of the Bonneville Power Administration’s plans for a new north-south transmission line that will pass



through the school district. The BPA preference, announced last month but not yet final, is just east of Yacolt and Hockinson. The Board also was briefed on the district’s special education program by the department’s new director, Denny Waters, assistant director Ellen Wiessner, special education teachers Kelly Gorby (Tukes Valley Primary), Sharon McLaughlin (Tukes Valley Middle) and Sandy Grim (Battle Ground High) and occupational therapist Pam Hogg and speech language pathologist Teresa Culp.



Contracts, kudos and ‘thank you’s In the regular meeting, the Board approved a new salary-rate schedule for substitutes, HomeLink consultants and Community Education referees/workers to incorporate the new Washington state minimum wage of $9.19 per hour. Teacher Excellence Award – Barbara Hoffman, seventh grade teacher at Daybreak Middle School, was congratulated for having received a 2012 “Teacher Excellence Award” from The Evergreen State College in Olympia. Present for the event was Jennifer Mau, now of Morton, Wash., who nominated Ms. Hoffman for the college’s annual awards. Ms. Hoffman was a substitute teacher in Camas when Jennifer was a seventh grader in 1991-92. At the meeting, an emotional Ms. Mau delivered a heartfelt tribute to Hoffman, who has kept in touch with and been a mentor to Ms. Mau all the way through college and continuing to this day.



Barbara Hoffman is congratulated by Board members Ken Root and Mavis Nickels. In Page 1 photo, Ms. Hoffman’s 2-year-old grandson, Isaiah, crawls off as Board President John Idsinga thanks Ms. Hoffman, Jennifer Mau and Daybreak Middle School Principal Shelly Whitten (partly obscured).
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iPads from the Pleasant Valley PTA-- The highlight of the usually routine consent agenda was approval of a donation of $32,186.81from the Pleasant Valley PTA. The funds were raised through donations plus fund-raising projects such as an auction and sales of cookie dough and books. The money is for 60 iPads, two charging carts and implementation costs at the Pleasant Valley campus. (Gifts greater than $2,500 are subject to Board approval). Heidi Palena, who represented the PTA, praised the district’s Technology Services Department for its assistance and said the fund raising “has been a nice community effort.” Schools of Distinction -- The Board thanked and congratulated the principals of Tukes Valley and Chief Umtuch middle schools and Battle Ground High School. Each was recently named a 2012 state “School of Distinction” by the Center for Educational Leadership, Phi Delta Kappa International and other education associations. The awards are for improvement over a five-year period on standardized test scores. An article about the awards appears on the district’s website, battlegroundps.org.



From left, Tukes Valley Middle School Principal Diana Harris, Board member Steve Pagel, Chief Umtuch Middle School Principal Dave Cresap, Board member Ken Root, BGHS Principal Tim Lexow, Board members John Idsinga, Mavis Nickels and Monty Anderson and Deputy Superintendent Diana Gilsinger.



##### The Battle Ground Public Schools provides equal opportunity in programs and employment and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin/language, creed/religion, sex, sexual orientation-including gender identity, disability, or the use of a service animal by a person with a disability, age, marital status, honorably discharged veteran or military status, HIV/Hepatitis C status. The district provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Contact the following regarding questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Title IX Sexual Harassment Officer, 360.885.5415; Title IX Compliance Officer 360.885.5338; Section 504/ADA Coordinator 360.885.5318; or a letter may be submitted to the designated coordinator at the Battle Ground Public Schools, PO Box 200, Battle Ground, WA 98604.
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