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Cache Creek Ridge



Cache Creek Ridge Natural Area, U.S. Bureau of Land Management southwest of the junction of Highway 16 and Highway 20, Colusa County, California by Robert H. Sydnor, AERC Trail Master January 2012 LBHA Newsletter



Equestrians from Loomis Basin Horsemen's Association will enjoy riding at the 12,816-acre Cache Creek Ridge Natural Area in Colusa County. It is about two hour's drive west from our home territory in the Loomis Basin. Take Highway 65 through Marysville, then on to Williams via Highway 20. Stay on Highway 20 towards Clear Lake and Ukiah. At Highway 16, turn south one mile to Cowboy Camp, which is the equestrian staging area for the AERC Cache Creek Ridge Ride. There are three simultaneous events: a 50-mile endurance ride, a Ride & Tie event, and a 30-mile limited distance ride. For complete details, visit the homepage at: www.thecachecreekride.com/Cache_Creek_Ride/Home.html For the BLM website, go to: www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/ukiah/cachecreek.html Equestrians can also go to GoogleEarth, where I have posted photographs onto aerial photo base-maps. This immensely popular AERC ride is held each May on the second weekend (Mother's Day), and many riders bring their family to the ride as a Grandmother/Mother/Granddaughter event. The ride is managed by Jennifer Stalley, a recent graduate of Wellesley College; and her sister Alyssa Stalley, a recent graduate of University of California, Berkeley. Their Dad, Chuck Stalley, who also serves as the Ride Manager for the Tevis Cup. Pam Stalley, the proud Mom, serves as crew chief. The Stalley Family resides in nearby Williams, but frequently come to Auburn for the Tevis Cup. Chuck Stalley is the former California state champion in Ride & Tie.



Photos of Cowboy Camp assembly area with 144 riders and a large meadow packed with horse trailers.



At left, Jennifer and Alyssa Stalley, two university-educated sisters serve as Ride Managers. At center, my gray Arabian horse munches on a lush bed of red clover that is evidently more tasty than the bales of grass-hay back at Loomis Basin. At right, The horse trails (former jeep roads) are well-marked with red flagging.



Bear Creek is forded by riders, and horse trails lead to the interior of the 12,816-acre historic Payne Ranch. This former cattle ranch was purchased by the Bureau of Land Management in 1999, so this is a relatively new equestrian area.



At left, Kathie Perry checks her horse at the Vet-stop. At center, Afternoon sandwiches and drinks are served at the third Vet-stop along Highway 20. At right, Jennifer Nice is delighted with the low pulse-check on her wellconditioned Tevis horse.



At left, the 60-minute lunch-stop features good food, crew bags, and a lush meadow for the horses.



Typical views during the morning and afternoon Vet-stops. At right, my Arabian horse enjoys the open pastures on the crest of Cache Creek Ridge after we emerge from the oak forest in the canyons at lower elevations.



At left, the Stalley Family hosts a barbecue back at the campsite, followed by the AERC awards ceremony. At center, a happy Mother-Daughter team celebrates a successful 50-mile ride together on Mother's Day holiday weekend. At right, Sharon Wimberg is delighted with her 5th place finish and Top-Ten completion award (a monogrammed horse-blanket).
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