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Middle  Ac ademy   Learning   @  CA  



 



At  Centennial  Academy,  we  are  committed  to  providing  your  scholar  w ith  an  experience  that  builds  academic   and  21st  century  success  skills  to  support  their  life-‐long  learning.      O ur  teaching  is  aligned  with  Georgia  and   national  content  standards  and  our  educators  bring  those  standards  to  life  through  hands-‐on  learning   experiences  designed  to  meet  your  scholar’s  learning  needs.    



Centennial  Academy  2016-‐2017  



In  a  Centennial  Academy  classroom,  scholars  are  active  participants  in  the  learning  process  ~  exploring,   thinking  critically,  asking  questions,  and  solving  problems  in  real  world  experiences.       Below  is  an  overview  of  what  your  Third  Grade  scholar  is  in  store  for  this  year.   ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS     Third  grade  scholars  are   immersed  in  reading,   writing,  listening,  and   speaking  throughout  the   day.    Scholar  success  in   English  Language  Arts   requires  a  deep   understanding  of  reading   literary  (fiction)  and  non-‐ fiction  (informational)  texts.     The  learning  environment   utilizes  a  balanced  literary   approach  in  which  students   experience  small  group,   guided  reading,  shared   reading/writing  activities   and  opportunities  to   participate  in  collaborative   conversations  about  text.   Third  grade  scholars  learn   the  mechanics  of  writing   informative  texts.  



MATHEMATICS     Third  grade  scholars  will   deepen  their  mathematical   understanding  through   math  reasoning  and  critical   thinking.    Scholars  will   reinforce  addition  and   subtraction  while   developing  multiplication   and  division  skills  to  multi-‐ step  word  problems.    They   will  develop  an   understanding  of  math   concepts  to  learn  about   fractions  and  area.    Scholars   will  engage  in  solving   problems  using  data  and   pictorial  representations.    In   addition,  developing  a   comprehensive   understanding  of  time  –   time  to  the  nearest  minute   and  elapsed  time.    



SCIENCE     Science  in  the  third  grade   classroom  will  involve   hands-‐on,  minds-‐on   exploration  and  discovery.   Scholars  will  explore  the   physical  attributes  of  rocks,   minerals  &  fossils,  and  the   study  of  Georgia  habitats.     The  understanding  of  the   effects  of  pollution  on  the   environment  will  be   explored;  primarily  the   impact  humans  have  on  the   environment.    In  addition,   scholars  investigate  the   basic  foundations  involving   magnets  and  hear  as  they   construct  meaning  of  the   world  around  them.      



SOCIAL  S TUDIES     Third  grade  scholars  will   explore  the  origins  of   democracy  in  America.     Scholars  will  deepen  their   understanding  of  the  rights   and  freedoms  of  Americans   through  the  lives  of   important  American  people,   students  will  learn  about   the  expansion  of  freedoms   and  the  obstacles  and  social   barriers  the  historical   figures  overcame.    Students   locate  five  major  rivers  and   two  mountain  ranges.    Basic   geographic  skills  are   introduced  with  a  focus  on   latitude  and  longitude.    In   addition,  scholars  will  learn   about  the  role  of   government,  trade  and   economics  –  basics  of  a   market  economy.  



LITERACY  is  Important  



CONNECTIONS  CLASSES  



We  strongly  encourage  creating  a  literacy  focus  in  your  home.   Read  daily  to  your  child  and  make  it  as  f un  and  enjoyable  as   possible.    Create  a  time  to  read  during  breakfast  or  in  the   evening.    Visit  the  local  library  and  select  books  that  are   interesting.    Make  sure  to  ask  questions  as  you  read  and   encourage  your  child  to  make  mental  images  of  the  text  as   they  listen  or  read.    Sharing  your  love  for  reading  will   encourage  your  child  to  make  l iteracy  an  important  part  of   learning.    



Centennial  Academy  scholars  enjoy  the  creative  process  in  the   Fine  Arts  classes  such  as  Visual  Arts  and  Music.    In  Art,   scholars  begin  learning  basic  art  vocabulary  and  produce  art.   In  Music,  scholars  perform  and  demonstrate  a  basic   understanding  of  pitch  and  rhythm.    In  Physical  Education   and  Health,  scholars  explore  movement,  the  importance  of  a   balanced,  healthy  diet,  exercise,  l earn  to  share  and  take  turns.  



 



 



Development  in  Middle  Academy    



Third  grade  marks  the  beginning  of  the  Middle  Academy  at  Centennial  Academy.  The  Middle  Academy   educators  work  in  teams  on  each  grade  level;  math/science  and  humanities  (ELA/social  studies).    These  two-‐ person  teams  provide  a  concentrated  approach  to  support  rigorous  standards  w hile  emphasizing  the   importance  of  integration  and  collaboration.    In  addition,  the  Middle  Grades  introduces  the  use  of  1:1   technology  in  all  areas  of  learning.    Third  Grade  Scholars  are  also  a  part  of  the  planning  and  execution  of  a   National  Science  Foundation  grant  with  Georgia  State  University  and  Georgia  Tech  entitled  the  iCS  -‐  Integrated   Computer  Science  project.    This  project  works  w ith  educators  and  scholars  on  the  authentic  integration  of   computer  science  in  the  curriculum.  



The  Importance  of  Continued  Practice  at  Home…Homework    



At  Centennial  Academy,  we  believe  scholars  begin  refining  work  ethic  and  study  habits  in  the  middle  academy.    Educators   at  Centennial  Academy  will  carefully  design  homework  that  is  purposeful,  age  -‐appropriate,  in  terms  of  quantity  and   content.    With  the  appropriate  amount  of  parent  support  your  scholar’s  homework  should  accelerate  learning  and  will  be   reviewed  by  the  teacher  and  recorded  in  the  Work  Ethic  portion  of  your  scholar’s  report  card.  



Project-‐Based  Learning  (PBL)  @  CA    



Success  Skills    



Collaboration   Works  well  with  teammates   Respects  ideas,  opinions  and  feelings  of  teammates   Shares  ideas  with  teammates  



During  the  2016-‐2017  school  year,  your  third  grade   scholar  w ill  learn  about  the  Project-‐Based  Learning   principles  within  a  STEAM  (Science,  Technology,   Engineering,  Arts,  Mathematics)  focus.       Scholars  will  be  engaged  in  a  minimum  of  two  major   PBL  projects,  one  per  semester.    Each  project  will  be   integrated  across  multiple  content  areas,  include  a   real-‐world  problem  worth  researching  &  solving  and   require  scholars  to  w ork  collaboratively  w ith  a   product  that  will  be  publically  shared  during  our   Applied  Learning  Demonstrations.    



 



Communication   Uses  effective  oral  and  written  presentation  skills   Answers  questions  clearly  and  completely    



Work  Ethic   Makes  and  Follows  Agreements   Organizes  Work   Participates  in  class  and  discussions     Completes  assigned  homework   Seeks  out  and  uses  feedback  and  critique   Asks  Questions   Gathers  Information  



PBL  Principles       Identifying  Key  Knowledge  &  Success  Skills    



Understanding  a  Challenging  Problem  or  Question  



Top  Ten  Things  Your   Third  Grader  Should  Know  



 



Using  Sustained  Inquiring  



Centennial  Academy  2016-‐2017  



 



Including  S tudent  Voice  &  Choice    



Reinforcing  Reflection    



Seeking  Critique  &  Revising    



______________________________________________________________________________________________    



1.    Writing  a  complete  sentence  with  correct  capitalization  and                    punctuation    



2.    Recognizing  operational  signs.  (+,  -‐,  ×,  ÷)  



Preparing  for  Public  Demonstration  



 



 



 



 



3.    Fluent  with  Number  Bonds  of  10  (1+9=10,  2+8=10,  3+7=10)     4.    Solid  understanding  of  place  value  (tens  &  ones),  know  even                    and  odd  numbers    



5.    Understanding  of  cyber  citizenship  and  how  to  safely                      navigate  through  the  internet  
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6.    Writing  on  the  correct  side  of  the  paper  and  writing                  appropriately  from  one  end  of  the  paper  to  the  other    



7.    Parts  of  speech  (nouns,  pronouns,  adjectives,  verbs)    



8.    Know  the  difference  between  fiction  and  nonfiction  genres    



9.    Understand  the  elements  of  a  story  (character,  plot,  setting,                    problem,  solution)    



10.  Fluently  add  and  subtract  within  100,  have  understanding                  of  fact  families  and  inverse  (5+3=8,  3+5=8,  8-‐5=3,  8-‐3=5)  
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