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is for Atlas Annual Report 2014



BUILDING CREATIVE CURIOSITY A is for Atlas is an Australian contemporary performance company, based in Melbourne.



We collaborate across artforms to find new process, new perspective, new possibility. We provoke artist and audience to collide, reshuffle, and approach what’s next together. We invigorate theatrical form. We invigorate audiences. We create possibility.



Report from Chair and Executive



Art is an open mind. It is rich accessible experience that enables new ways of seeing the world. We provide a beginning. Art without community is silent. We create a space for inquiry, interconnection and experiment. We journey with our diverse community into the new.



WHERE DO YOU STAND ON ICE CREAM CONES? Plenty of people devour the ice cream, then throw the cone away. Others will nibble at the edges, bothered by the feeling that the best of the experience is behind them. If creative practice is an ice cream cone, then the tip is the pinnacle. It’s the hardest part to get to. It’s the place we aim for, ever employing new resources and ideas towards filling it. It’s the place we covet, ever protecting our access to it against the cracks in our fragile lives. It’s the place we push and push the entirety of our experience and expertise towards, ever honing, ever refining, ever distilling. It’s the place where, despite all this, we hope never to arrive, because there should be always a beyond. Buoyed by the profound connections wrought through our performances in the home, we dedicated 2013-14 to further exploring the potential of Dining Room Tales, to extending the scope of our collaborations with artists, funders and presenters, and to otherwise extending our adventures into exploratory practice. We danced the divine Cherry, Cherry up to Sydney for performances in Rose Bay and Sylvania, then returned to Melbourne for another sell-out season in Northcote. An invitation from the Darebin Homemade Food & Wine Festival followed, taking our first Dining Room Tale towards its 30th performance.



Cover Photos: Vikk Shayen (top) and Ferne Millen



Our patrons in the Golden Apple Orchard helped us raise $30,000 to grow the company’s development platform, and in so doing secured a further $30,000 in matched funding from Creative Partnerships Australia’s Plus1 program. We’ve strategically reviewed, and will soon be performing and dining the results with new patrons in Brisbane, Sydney and Perth. Around the Board table, we saw John Wolters assume the Chair’s seat, delighted that outgoing Chair Grant Cooper remains on the Board. We bade a fond farewell to the retiring Jill Morgan AM, but welcomed with excitement gallerist and long-time company friend Lisa Fehily to the Board in her stead. Greatest thanks for the year are due our blooming network of passionate collaborators: staff, artists, advocates, donors, audiences, supporters and friends. Given the right conditions, as you grow up, you grow surer of yourself. We’re now eight years old. We can walk, talk, run, and reason. We can also argue. We can also eat ice cream. We’re particularly good at these last two. We’re also particularly good at journeying the cone.



We broke bread with performance artists Zierle & Carter to make our second Dining Room Tale. We also baked it, stitched it, wore it, toasted it, burned it, etched it, sculpted, framed and photographed it, drove it up the highway and sent it home with guests. So we unmasked Baker’s Dozen in Sydney and Melbourne.



Our creative work allows people to sit within their own exploration of the human condition: asking questions, promoting empathy, enticing and rewarding adventure, confronting risk, accepting and valuing change, celebrating communality; it is a vision of art as the authentic inspiration of change.



We completed work on the third enigma from Dining Room Tales, Acrobat, with psychologist, songwriter and chef David Chong, and readied homes for performances in July and September 2014.



This is our mission. The ice cream man is coming. 



We curated a performance art platform event at Fehily Contemporary as an extension of Brisbane’s exist-ence 5 festival, basking for a weekend in the rough, the magical, the outrageous and the sublime, as local artists joined interstate peers and esteemed internationals in performance dialogue.



Photo: Audience Member



We were chosen by the Australia Council to join a select group of Australian artists at the IETM Melbourne Satellite meeting, sparking an array of new relationships which provoke confidence in future collaborations overseas.



Xan Colman Artistic Director/Executive Officer John Wolters Chair 28 August 2014



PEOPLE ARTISTS AND COLLABORATORS Alexandra Zierle Andrew Gray Batchedit Bonnie Hart Clare Hamer David Chong Eric Rossi Felicity Steel Ferne Millen Heidi Takla Henrik Hedinge Holly Childs Iain Finlayson Jim McDonagh John G Boehme Julie Vulcan Justin Batchelor Laura Scott Marrs Coiro Mattie Young Mina Mokhtarani Nathan Slater Neda Rahmani Nicola Morton Paul Carter Rebecca Cunningham Sandra Carluccio Tamara Searle Tom William Francis Vera Hu Vikk Shayen Xan Colman Yuhui Ng-Rodriguez Zierle & Carter Zoe Meagher



PARTNERS



MEMBERS



GOLDEN APPLE ORCHARD (OUR PATRONS)



Xan Colman Grant Cooper Hope Gates-Scovelle Calandra Gilligan Andrew Gray Mary Harvey Peter Holcombe Henley Belle McDonagh Tamara Searle Lucas Silva-Myles Neda Rahmani Julie Renton Anna Schoo Felicity Steel



OLYMPIANS (gifts of $5,000+) Gringlas Family Charitable Fund Dr Anne & Prof Peter Colman Anonymous x 2 TITANS (gifts of $500 – $4,999) Wendy Brooks Grant Cooper Irene Filippone Cristina Wolters Anonymous



STAFF



Xan Colman, Artistic Director/Executive Officer Iain Finlayson, Associate Producer Justin Batchelor, Videographer Tom William Francis, Webmaster/Graphic Designer Vera Hu, Communications Intern Sandra Carluccio, Communications Intern (May-Jun 2014)



BOARD OF DIRECTORS



John Wolters, Chair Edoardo Zambruno, Treasurer Grant Cooper Michelle Dempsey Lisa Fehily (from 12 February 2014) Clare Hamer Jill Morgan (retired 31 December 2013) Xan Colman, Company Secretary



GIGANTES (gifts up to $499) Irlande Alfred Nick Bastow Diane Batley Christine Blee Robyn Charlwood Michael Chisholm Victoria Chiu Jamie Chu Derio Comar Glenys Crawford Eloise Curry Peter Dimech Jill Golland Andrew Gray Rahima Miriam Hayes David Joseph Le Page Public Relations Justin Lee Sarah Mainwaring Tjinta Matahari John McMillan Anna Schoo Alan C Smith Martin Paulo Mia van Leewen Patricia Wiltshire Anonymous x 6 Join us in the Golden Apple Orchard… see p.14



Photo: Neda Rahmani



Company Partners



Dennis Osborne Clarke Charitable Trust William Angliss Charitable Fund Plakkit



Project Partners



Creative Partnerships Australia Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation City of Darebin Common Good Ethical Grocer EXIST Fehily Contemporary Multicultural Arts Victoria PACT Centre for Emerging Artists



Design Partners



TomWilliamFrancis.com Batchedit Creative Media



Media Partners Prue Bassett Publicity JCDecaux Yarra Trams



Venue Partners



Donna Le Page and Grant Cooper Emo Ruo Housing Cooperative and Michael Graham Neda Rahmani, Marrs Coiro and Michelle Rahmani Michelle Dempsey and Jarred Hardman John and Michele Perivolaris Fehily Contemporary



With special thanks to…



Arts House/City of Melbourne, Australia Council for the Arts, Brisbane City Council, British Columbia Arts Council, Wendy Brooks, Judy Buchan, Camosun College, Canada Council for the Arts, Gillian and Paul Carter, Chambermade Opera, Robyn Charlwood, Anne and Peter Colman, John Currey, Emily Fuller, Griffith University/Queensland College of Art, Jack Gringlas, Mary Harvey, Andrew McGregor, Jill Orr, Meneka Premkumar, Tim Stitz, Julie Vulcan, Andrea Wilson, Teresa Zolnierkiewicz, and to the friends, families and fans of A is for Atlas worldwide.
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ATLAS BY NUMBERS We have collaborated with from to create performing to



246 21 11



188



at



18



supporting through



Countries New works



5561 Guests



over



We have invested



Artists



$32K



PROGRAM REACH:



20,239 OVER 8 YEARS



Performances New sites for performances



Pro bono in the independent arts



420



Artists



41



Shoulderwork partnerships



reaching 11,127 People and mentoring



We have forged bonds with



and over



13



Program



Young artists



9



Government partners



7



Philanthropic partners



35



Community partners



100



Patrons and private supporters



Conceived by Xan Colman in 2011, Dining Room Tales is a perfect distillation of our practice and ethics: live, inter-disciplinary, connective, and catalytic. Tables of food have held the most wondrous stories of humankind: stories of celebration and conflict, of joy and tribulation, of colourful pasts, confounding presents, charismatic futures. In the dining room, stories pass through communion as plates around a table, carried on the heightened breath of a storyteller and on the aromas that fire the taste buds.



A trail of breadcrumbs We were thrilled to have the opportunity to collaborate with the remarkable Zierle & Carter during their 2013 Australian sojourn. Alexandre Zierle (DE) and Paul Carter (UK) share a collaborative practice that is inter-disciplinary, multi-sensory and often site/context responsive, and spans performance, happenings and interventions, sound, video and installation. They also share a life. Perfect partners in examining what it means to be human, and what it means to be an artist, sharing life and practice with artists and audiences. Paul, Alex and Xan locked themselves in intensive collaborations in November to create Baker’s Dozen… What do you treasure most in your life? What message would you give to a stranger? What aspect of your life would you like to scrap here today? What is it you always wanted to say, but for some reason haven’t said yet? Zierle and Carter invite you to the dinner table to unmask a life made together in images and interactions, in the small moments of intimacy and potential, from the forest to the shopping centre. Is there anything that keeps you from dancing into the wilderness of your heart?



BAKER’S dozen



with Zierle & Carter (A DINING ROOM TALE) Sun 24 Nov 2013 Private home, Port Melbourne (Melbourne) Tue 3 Dec 2013 Emo Ruho Housing Co-op, Erskineville (Sydney)



The team



Stories of Alexandra Zierle and Paul Carter Rethreaded by Xan Colman and Zierle & Carter Actioned by Zierle & Carter Creative direction by Xan Colman Documented by the guests



Story Kitchen



Find out how to make your own bread-head at diningroomtales.tumblr.com



“Left me with so much to ponder.” Audience member



“Utterly extraordinary.” Audience member



“You could think of them as Marina and Ulay with a contemporary sense of theatricality and props, but it might be more exquisite to forget that historical precedent entirely and concentrate instead on Zierle and Carter’s ability to create a surrealistic situation out of nothing more than a bunch of red balloons.” Lori Waxman, art critic, on Zierle & Carter



Photo: Ferne Millen



Program



CHERRY, CHERRY with Neda Rahmani (A DINING ROOM TALE)



Almost three years now since we started work on this first Dining Room Tale, the beautiful Cherry, Cherry has now clocked up almost 30 performances in 7 homes in 3 cities. The abundance of Neda Rahmani’s Persian-Mauritian-Australian hospitality finds a home anywhere, with a story that compels our true reflection on the fixed yet fleeting nature of home. Little else is as important as the security of human connection.



“ «««« 1/2”



Fri 28 Nov 2013 Private home, Rose Bay (Sydney)



“Just wonderful. No other words needed. Go.”



Sun 1 Dec 2013 Private home, Sylvania (Sydney) Fri 28 Feb – Sat 29 Mar 2014 Private home, Northcote (Melbourne) Fri 16 – Sat 17 May 2014 Darebin Homemade Food & Wine Festival Private home, Northcote (Melbourne)



The team



Stories of Neda Rahmani Written and composed by Xan Colman Performed by Neda Rahmani with Xan Colman and Marrs Coiro Directed by Xan Colman Costumes by Melanie Liertz



Mama, I won’t be long



Cherry, Cherry will be heading back to NSW in August… coming your way Casula! While we’re at it, watch out Perth!



Story Kitchen



Neda shows you how to make her Uncle Jack’s famous chilli at diningroomtales.tumblr.com



Artshub



“Time to bring back the dinner party if they can be anything like this.” Weekend Notes



Audience member



“I sat next to a retired couple who had read about Cherry, Cherry in The Age and booked their tickets because it looked different and fun. They told me that they hate going to the theatre if they know what it’s going to be like and don’t see the point if you don’t want to talk about it afterwards, and tell your friends to go so that you can talk about it with them. They also drove from the coast for the experience and were thrilled that they’d done so. Who needs reviews when you have an audience like this.” AussieTheatre.com



Photos: Photos:Sarah FerneWalker Millen



Photos: Our Guests



Program



PERFORMANCE ART PLATFORM



1 3 2 4



EXIST-ENCE 5 MELBOURNE



At A is for Atlas we’re interested in propagating discussion on and participation in what lies at the edges of our performance craft. Over yonder and beyond: new things both for us and for curious audiences. In July 2013 we teamed up with our colleagues at exist in Brisbane, PACT centre for emerging artists in Sydney, and our great friends at Fehily Contemporary to host two days of live art, performance art and action art, featuring international, interstate and local artists in workshop and performance. This event was a Melbourne extension of the fabulous exist-ence 5 live art festival in Brisbane, and a valuable investment in building networks of collaboration that can support the presentation and touring of experimental performance up the eastern seaboard.



Performance



Friday 12 July, 6pm-9pm Henrik Hedinge (Sweden) “Untitled” Eric Rossi (Qld) “I.T. 3” Zoe Meagher (Vic) “Astronaut Ice Cream Ceremony” Holly Childs (Vic) “@Tweet2Exist” Saturday 13 July, 6pm-9pm John G. Boehme (Canada) “Considered Compulsions Series” Bonnie Hart (Qld) “Stitch in Time” Mattie Young (Vic) “How to relax in 5 minutes or less” Holly Childs (Vic) “@Tweet2Exist” Fehily Contemporary 3a Glasshouse Road, Collingwood (Melbourne)



Photos: Dean Petersen



Photos: Vikk Shayen (Main, 1 and 2) and Xan Colman (3 and 4)
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International Artist Workshops



Henrik Hedinge (Sweden) “Body to Body & Body in Landscape” Seeing behind corners. Feeling around corners. Explorations of the body. Your own relationship to your body. Between people. How we construct our own bodies and their possibilities and limitations. Friday 12 July 11am-2pm John G. Boehme (Canada) “Considered Compulsions – Live Artwork & Practice” Looking into the performance of masculinity, the valorization of labour, the pursuit of leisure, and the marshalling of amity…a reformulation of some of Western society’s less considered compulsions. Saturday 12 July 11am-2pm



The team



For A is for Atlas: Xan Colman and Iain Finlayson For exist: Rebecca Cunningham and Nicola Morton For PACT: Julie Vulcan Artists performing in Melbourne: John G. Boehme, Henrik Hedinge, Bonnie Hart, Eric Rossi, Zoe Meagher, Mattie Young, Holly Childs 



“An invitation to respond to space, habitat, culture… lots of different people, doing lots of different acts… do things to make images, in sound, in space and across time.” Audience Member



“The guy asked me to shape the lines in his sculpture of wooden beams, kind of like pick-upsticks, and then he put his body into the sculpture, to be built around. Cool. Made me aware of arrangements in things, and my role in that.” Audience Member



Photo: Jim McDonagh
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Program | In Development



Program



ACROBAT



with David Chong (A DINING ROOM TALE) Our third Dining Room Tale, Acrobat is the tale of songwriter, psychologist and cook David Chong. Born on the outskirts of Sydney to travelling Chinese acrobats, David grew up in Brazil, before returning as a migrant to his native Australia speaking Portuguese, Cantonese, and almost no English. Xan and David and the team finished development work in June and began setting the table (and tuning the guitar… and toasting the seeds…) for performance.



The team



What does it mean to be properly salted?



“I had to have a moratorium on cook books. I have like five cook books for every psychology book. I sit down and look at them all the time. It’s my porn. If I’m bored, I either watch cooking shows, science fiction, or I read cookbooks. [smiling – Ed.] I can’t be bothered reading psychology but I read cookbooks.”



A meal that sings of a cultural mosaic, of the music of language, the weight of heritage, the light touch of difference. A highwire dance from Hong Kong to Australia on the sounds of Brazil. The song of a circus son. Premiering July 2014 Private home, Malvern (Melbourne)



Stories of David Chong Songs by David Chong and Nathan Slater Performed by David Chong and Nathan Slater Concept, direction and text: Xan Colman Director’s attachment: Yuhui Ng-Rodriguez Photography: Jim McDonagh



David Chong



GOLDEN APPLE ORCHARD… In the Garden of the Hesperides, Atlas’s daughters tend an orchard of golden apples. The golden apple is the fruit of potential, containing past, present and future. Each apple is a new possibility, another life, another idea... 



A is for Atlas creates unique arts experiences. We’ve planted the orchard to nurture our imaginings. Please come in and garden...



Despite scaling back our mentoring activities this year due to a loss of funding, we were still very pleased to have Vera Hu and Sandra Carluccio interning in the office and learning about our company and process. We were also super proud of former stage management mentee Laura Scott, who received this year’s stage technician traineeship at the Arts Centre. Another former mentee, Yuhui Ng-Rodriguez, joined Xan as a director’s attachment in developing Acrobat (A Dining Room Tale). We are particularly delighted by these ongoing connections.



mentoring



Want to help us mentor the next generation? We’d love to hear from you. Give us a call on 03 9329 5259 to talk about supporting this program.



Program



shoulderwork



Shoulderwork is where we get behind the visions of other independent creatives, providing knowledge, resources and assets pro bono to help make their work happen. The joy for us is the ongoing conversation with artists making a difference with their work and in their communities. Artists and organisations joining us in the Shoulderwork conversation this year included Women with Disabilities Victoria, Cabaret Voltaire and BegOpCoOp.



We’ve invested $32K pro bono in Shoulderwork over eight years. There is much more we could do with the benefit of more time and backing. Please contact us on 03 9329 5259 to talk about sponsoring or supporting Shoulderwork.



HELP US MAKE THE WORK OF TOMORROW Contact Xan Colman, Executive Officer, on 03 9329 5259 to discuss a tax deductible donation to A is for Atlas, or donate securely online at givenow.com.au/aisforatlas



FINANCIALS



STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014



2014



2013



$



$



Ticket Sales



7,886



6,929



Contract Performances



8,000



-



372



536



15,000



10,000



-



1,500



Philanthropic Grants



49,000



56,490



Donations



39,696



54,460



The directors of the company declare that: 1. The financial statements and notes, as set out hereto are in accordance with the Corporations Act 2001 and:



2.



(a)



comply with Australian Accounting Standards; and



(b)



give a true and fair view of the financial position of the entity as at 30 June 2014 and of its performance for the year then ended on that date.



In the directors’ opinion there are reasonable grounds to believe that the company will be able to pay its debts as and when they become due and payable.



INCOME



Membership Dues Government Grants Co-funding Agreements



915



770



9



7,265



34



73



120,912



138,023



73,424



61,530



Program/Production Expenses



9,374



21,106



Marketing Expenses



3,535



7,617



14,620



17,278



100,953



107,531



19,959



30,492



-



-



Total comprehensive income for the year



19,959



30,492



These statements are extracted from the full version of the financial statements. The full financial statements have been reviewed by an independent auditor and an unqualified opinion was issued on them.



Profit attributable to members of the entity



19,959



30,492



The full version of the reviewed financial statements is available on request, and its accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.



Total comprehensive income attributable to members of the entity



19,959



30,492



This declaration is made in accordance with a resolution of the Board of Directors.



Interest received Fundraising Miscellaneous Income



EXPENDITURE John Wolters Chair 28 August 2014



Staff Expenses (includes Artist Fees)



Administrative Expenses



Profit (loss) for the year Edoardo Zambruno Treasurer 28 August 2014



Other comprehensive income for the year, net of tax



A is for Atlas Limited (ACN 131 276 563) is a not-for-profit cultural organisation endorsed by the Australian Taxation Office as a Tax Concession Charity and Deductible Gift Recipient.



STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 30 JUNE 2014



2014



2013



$



$



STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014



$



$



(21,845)



(21,845)



30,492



30,492



8,647



8,647



Profit attributable to the entity



19,959



19,959



Balance at 30 June 2014



28,606



28,606



2014



2013



$



$



Receipts from Grants



79,000



43,500



Receipts from Customers



61,084



68,985



(105,470)



(95,023)



915



770



35,529



18,232



-



(29,360)



-



(29,360)



Net increase (decrease) in cash held



35,529



(11,128)



Cash at the beginning of the year



49,645



60,773



85,174



49,645



Cash and cash equivalents



85,174



49,645



Trade and other receivables



2,975



8,062



TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS



88,149



57,707



Profit attributable to the entity



TOTAL ASSETS



88,149



57,707



Balance at 30 June 2013



Trade and other payables



4,565



13,311



45,000



30,000



9,978



5,749



59,543



49,060



Loans



-



-



TOTAL NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES



-



-



TOTAL LIABILITIES



59,543



49,060



NET ASSETS



28,606



8,647



Grants in advance Provisions TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES



Balance at 1 July 2012



STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014 CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES



Payments to suppliers and employees



MEMBERS' FUNDS Retained profits



28,606



8,647



TOTAL MEMBERS' FUNDS



28,606



8,647



Total



Earnings



CURRENT ASSETS



CURRENT LIABILITIES



Retained



Interest received Net Cash provided by operating activities CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES Proceeds from loans funding Net Cash provided by (used in) investing activities



Cash at the end of the year



a vision of art as the authentic inspiration of change



Office 10, Meat Market 5 Blackwood Street, North Melbourne VIC 3051 T. +61 3 9329 5259 E. [email protected] www.aisforatlas.org.au
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FY 2012 Annual Performance Report & FY 2014 Annual ... - HUD 

Strategic Goal 5: Transform the Way HUD Does Business. 5A: Build ...... improvements, lighting upgrades, and new or more efficient heating and cooling equipment. Energy ..... The study also found that telephone counseling clients tended.
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FY 2012 Annual Performance Report & FY 2014 Annual ... - HUD.gov 

pertinent information about the Department's Agency Priority Goals, including an ...... 1,200 jurisdictions to implement job creation activities, infrastructure .... HUD is in the midst of a reinvention that is leveraging technology and a new way of 
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Transform the Way HUD Does Business. HUD is in the midst of a reinvention that is leveraging technology and a new way of doing business to respond.
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